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SPRING FESTIVAL

'l‘lﬂS issue ol Peking Review comes off the press in the midst
of the gay and colourful Spring Festival celebrations. With
the Chinese people, the holiday atmosphere of the Lunar New
Year’s Day is a time-honoured tradition. It is the time for
relaxation and merry-making after a full year’s work.

The year 1958, as our readers know, witnessed a great leap
forward in the whole national economy unparalleled in Chinese
history. It was a year which the Chinese people can look back
on with justified pride and well-founded satisfaction. The initial
successes thus far achieved augurs well for the future. This
highly fruitful year further enriched China’s experience in build-
ing socialism with greater, faster, better and more economical
results in accordance with the basic principle laid down in the
general line for socialist construction.

The Chinese people are not content to look back on the past.
They prefer to look forward to the future. Aim high and look
far. That is New China’s way. And what does the [uture hold?

On the basis of the brilliant achievements already scored in
1958, China will advance to still greater victories in 1959. Steel
is to increase from 11 million tons to 18 million tons and food
grain from 750,000 million jin to 1,050,000 million jin. Strenu-
ous efforts and active preparations are being made all over
the country to ensure the attainment of these objectives. As
reported elsewhere in this issue, the January results in industry
in many leading cities are highly encouraging. The nationwide
drive for manure and fertilizer is sure to give a fresh impetus
to the expansion of agriculture. The entire Chinese nation is
going all out in 1959 for a still greater leap forward in building
socialism.

On this traditional merry-making occasion, the Chinese
people look back on the past with the feeling of a man who has
done a splendid job and look to the future with the confidence
of a man who feels certain he can do still better in the
year ahead. That’'s why this year’s Spring Festival is being
celebrated with particular relish and happiness.

Across this vast homeland of ours, from Harbin in the north
to Hainan Island in the south, from Shanghai on the eastern
coast to Urumchi in the western hinterland, the festival mood
reigns supreme. Everywhere one feels the pulse of overflowing
vitalily and vigour, the catching spirit of cheerfulness and
oplimism, and the hustle and bustle common to national holidays.

Of particular interest in this year's celebration of the Spring
Festival are the unusually rich and varied cultural and recrea-
tional activities, sports games and other social functions. Thea-
tres, cinemas, and concert halls are playing to packed houses.
New plays, new films and new programmes have been prepared.
And workers, peasants and students have set up their own the-
atrical, singing, and dancing groups. In many cases, amateur
players give performances on themes closely related to their
real life.

Work while you work and play while you play. In the
nationwide celebration of the Spring Festival, people every-
where are enjoying themselves to the full. In this high spirit
the Chinese people are tackling their gigantic job ahead.



ROUND THE WEEK

China Hails Moscow Congress

The pcople of China share with the
people of the Soviet Union the joy in
the triumphant forward march to com-
munism spelled out by the 21st Con-
sress of the C.P.S.U. Teng To, President
of the Peking Branch of the Sino-Soviet
Friendship Association, who, by the way,
is also head of the All-China Journalists’
Association, said the Chinese people have
always looked upon the successes of the
Soviet Union as their own successes and
feel elated and inspired by the great
strides they are taking to realize the
goal of communism.

In Shanghai, when the newspapers
carrying news reports on the final
session of the Moscow Congress and the
text of Renmin Ribao's leading article
“A Congress on the March to Com-
munism” (see page 6) reached the news-
stands they sold out at once. Chen
Wang-tao, President of Futan University,
who took a special interest in the sec-
tion on “new stage of the building of
communism and problems regarding
Marxist - Leninist  theory” in N.S.
Khrushchov'’s report, said that this was
not only of great significance to the So-
viet people in guiding them to com-
munism but to all socialist countries.

All of China had followed the Moscow
Congress with great attention. The Chi-
nese press and radio gave wide coverage
to its proceedings. Long excerpts of
N.S. Khrushchov's Report on the Control
Figures for the Economic Development
of the USSR. (1959-65) appeared in
all newspapers. When a full Chinese
translation was available, Renmin Ribao
on February 1 published the full text
which ran to almost six pages. The re-
port has become an important topic of
discussion in the factories, people’s com-
munes, government offices, universities
and schools and in the Chinese army.

At these meetings the consensus of
opinion is that the 21st Congress of the
C.PS.U. is a political event of the first
order and that the Seven-Year Plan of
economic development of the Soviet Union
is a landmark in the building of com-
munisim. These great achievements, the
people here say, strengthen still further
the confidence in the triumph of the
cause of communism. Inspired by the
Soviet example, many people have
come forward with renewed pledges to
work harder and better to make their
contribution to accelerating China's so-
cialist construction.

One veteran steel worker of the Shih-
chingshan Iron and Steel Works in Pe-
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king said that from all these tremendous
gains in the Soviet Union we could and
should learn more from Soviet experience
and show greater cnergy and vigour in
making a still bigger leap forward in
all fields. Many workers in other fac-
tories in Peking and elsewhere are speak-
ing up in similar vein. They view the
21st Congress as marking a new his-
torical period for the Soviet people —
the period of all-out building of com-
munism.

Members of the Chinese army, navy
and air force hailed the great programme
of advance towards communism em-
bodied in N. S. Khrushchov's report. The
officers and men of the P.L.A. are study-
ing the report and discussing it from the
vantage point of learning from the So-
viet Union.

One air force unit is (typical in
voicing the sentiments of many peo-
ple, that the achievements in the Soviet
Union, the Soviet Lunik, and the blows
struck for peace and freedom by the
people in their national liberation strug-
gles in Asia, Africa and Latin America,
etlc. once again bear out the correctness
of Chairman Mao Tse-tung's analysis —
that “the enemy is rotting from day to
day, while we are getting better daily.”

January Results in Industry

Reports from different parts of the
country record overfulfilment of January
industrial targets and a steep rise in
production.

In Peking, the gross oulput value of
industrial production was more than 170
per cent higher than the same period last
vear. More than a hundred (factories
and mines completed their quotas ahead
of schedule.

In Shanghai, industrial output value
registered an increase of 56.3 per cent
over January 1958. The output value
of its heavy industry was 89.1 per cent
higher. Output targets for cotton textiles
and the knitwear industry, heavy metal-
cutting machine tools, steam turbine
generators, boilers, mining equipment,
cement and nitric acid were overfulfilled.

In Tientsin, largest industrial city of
north China, industrial output value
went up nearly 80 per cent, as compared
with January 1958.

In Nanking, industrial output value was
2.71 times that of January 1958.

In Tsingtao, textile centre and a well-
known holiday resort, 52 textile mills
exceeded their output targets for cotton
varn, cotton cloth, printing and dyeing

and knitted piece-goods. The average
daily cotton yarn output was about 7.5
per cent more than in the last quarter
of 1958,

In Wuhan, on the Yangtse River, the
Tayeh iron mine which is a major sup-
plier of the new metallurgical base in
this triple city overfullilled its produc-
tion target by 31 per cent. Its textile
industry topped the state plan by 4.3 per
cent in total output value and brought
off a 58 per cent increase in output as
compared with the same month last year.

In northeast China, the Measuring In-
struments and Cutting Tools Plant in
Harbin produced twice as much as in
December 1958. The Talien Locomotive
and Rolling Stock Plant chalked up an
increased output of more than 30 per
cent. At the Motor Accessories Plant in
Changchun, the motor centre, output was
26 per cent higher than in December
1958. The daily output of the coal-
dressing plant in Shuangyashan, in Hei-
lungkiang Province, was 20 per cent more
than during the same period last year.

All in all, January production is a very
promising beginning for 1959,

No Shelling During Spring Festival

The artillery units of the People’s
Liberation Army on the Fukien front
have received orders to stop shelling the
offshore islands during February 7-9, in
order to enable Chinese compatriots and
the troops of Chiang Kai-shek on the
Quemoy islands, on the Tatan, Erhtan
and other islands to celebrate and enjoy
the Spring Festival holidays in peace.
The Spring Festival is a traditional Chi-
nese holiday and the suspension of shell-
ing is an act of consideration, a P.L.A.
spokesman at G.H.Q. on the Fukien
front declared on February 6.

Spring on Hainan Island

While winter’'s chill still nips north
China, it is springtime on Hainan Island
off the south coast. On China's second
largest island, the peasants in the peo-
ple’'s communes are already transplanting
rice shoots, an unmistakable sign that
farm work is in full swing.

Subtropical Hainan is China's leading
producer of rubber and coconut. coffee
and oil palm, and quite a few other trop-
ical crops, but rice is its staple food
crop. Commune members in the eastern
and southern parts of the island are now
at the height of their rice transplanting
season.,

Compared with other years, the 1959
opening season on Hainan Island is out-
standing for a number of things: the in-
troduction of new, simple, mechanical
aids has doubled the efliciency in rice
transplanting. Much of the farmland set
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aside for high yields has been ploughed
to a depth of over a fool, five or six
inches deeper than last year. A! least
six times more fertilizer than last vear
has been applied. And for the first time
the peasants are getting improved farm
tools made by the woodworking factorics
and iron foundries set up by their com-
munes.

Busy Days on the Farm

Elsewhere in the country — where it is
still too early for sowing —deep plough-
ing, collecting fertilizer, and the finishing
touches to irrigation projects are under
way. In response to the call of the Com-
munist Party and the government, most
people’s communes are concentraling on
fertilizer, getling a maximum amount “to
feed the land and crops,” as the peasants
say.

Szechuan, China's most populous prov-
ince, which produced over one-tenth of
the country’s grain in 1958, start-
ed (o prepare for the spring sowing
a month earlier than usual. Its 5,000 or
so people’s communes organized a huge
army of several million to collect manure
and manufacture chemical fertilizer.
Hunan Province, southeast of Szechuan,
is striding ahead in water conservancy,
in addition to the fertilizer campaign.

Other provinces and autonomous re-
gions are not sitting on their hands wait-
ing for the spring sowing ecither. Al-
though it is still winter in the north-
eastern provinces, preparations are being
made there too, as in Chinghai Province
in the west where the newly set up farm
tools factories and workshops are turn-
ing out sowers for close planting, im-
proved tools for irrigation work and
transport vehicles. From one end of
China to another, adequate preparations
are being made for the spring sowing
and the 1959 targets of 525 million tons
of grain and 5 million tons
of cotton,

Peasant Emulation

One of the motive forces
of the drive to ensure
these targets is emulation.
It is a long word but in
socialist China it is a
household word—it means
learning from one another

and mutual encourage-
ment,

In Kiangsu Province,
for example, Yangchung,

which is not a very oul-
standing county as most
counties go, is striving to
become the first county in
the province to reap a per
mu yield of 1,000 jin in
the following three grains
—wheat, barley and hull-
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less barley — and challenges  other
counlies to do the same. Renmin
Ribao in its issue of January 30 gave
Yangchung’s example, its challenge and
effort. a high rating. It featured the
story on its front page, wrote a leading
article about it and asked other regions
to follow suit.

On February 2 Renmin Ribao again
gave its most prominent space to the
emulation drives —the ones that have
been set in motion in Hupeh and Kiangsi
Provinces. In Hupeh, 24 counties are
competing among themselves as to total
output, per mu yiclds. total incomes and
rales of increases in staple food crops
and cotton, sale of products to the state
as well as achievements in carrying out
“the mass line.” Al the same time, the
sltar county of Hsiaokan, which gained
natioral fame last vear with its phenome-
nal successes in grain production, has
issued a challenge to all other counties
in Hupeh Province to see which will pro-
duce the most and the best grain and cot-
ton during the year. Since then a fast de-
veloping emulation campaign has unfold-
ed, sparking competition between coun-
lies and between one commune and
another, The emulation drives have
brought forth the best in both members
and cadres of the communes to realize
the watchword for 1959 — a bigger, betfer
and all-round leap lorward.

Review of Rural Work

All these emulation drives are neces-
sary to bring about a high tide in pro-
duction. but they should be guided by a
communist spirit — being thoughtful and
considerate, ever ready to give a hand
to the other fellow or unit and helping
others to move forward and make pro-
gress. This was pointed out by the
national conference on agricultural work
convened by the Rural Work Department

Transporting tei'lillzer—-steppinx stone to bumper harvest
Painting in Chinese ink and colour by Yu Tung-ju

of the Communist Party’s Central Com-
mittee,

In session between January 13 and 26
the conference analysed developments
since the beginning of the movement to
set up people’s communes in the latter
part of last year and devoted the main
part of its discussion to ways and means
of meeting the needs of the bigger leap
forward in 1959 and to measures for
strengthening and streamlining the man-
agement of the people’s communes. The
conference attached great importance to
putiting the stress on production and
urged that this should be at the core of
the current check-up and consolidation
of the people's communes.

Raising the level of management in the
people’s communes will be an important
guarantee for a bigger leap forward this
year, the conference declared. And it
will be for the communes, under the co-
ordinating leadership of the state, to
produce a much higher level of admin-
istration and management than the farm
co-ops. The conference made an ex-
haustive study of the employment of the
labour force. It considered as most im-
portant the question of raising the actual
output per work-day by carrying forward
the tools innovation campaign, streamlin-
ing labour management, improving
methods of preparing farmyard fertilizer,
eliminating wasteful practices in the em-
plovment of labour and perfecting the
political and economic work in the
communes.

- Ll .

Tan Chen-lin, member of the Secreta-
riat of the Communist Party’s Central
Committee, addressed the conference at
its concluding session and pointed out
that never have such favourable condi-
tions existed for bringing about a big
leap forward in agriculture that
will exceed last year's. Among the
conditions listed by him
and the Director and Dep-
uty Director of the Dec-
partment of Rural Work
of the Central Committee,
which had called the con-
ference, were correct
leadership of the Central
Committee of the Party
headed by Chairman Mao
Tse-tung, the rich store of
experience accumulated
last vear, a higher stand-
ard of management in the
people’s communes, and
emancipation of the mind
by the people. These, plus
the hard work of the
whole Party and nation,
will guarantee still more
remarkable successes on
the agricultural front in
1959, they said.
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RENMIN RIBAO

A Congress on the
March to Communism

Following is the translation of an editorial that appeared
in “Renmin Ribao” (Pcople’s Daily) on February 5, 1959.
—Ed.

N the past few days the Kremlin Palace in Moscow

has powerfully attracted the attention of the whole of
mankind. The Twenty-first (Extraordinary) Congress of
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union is being held
there. The report made by N.S. Khrushchov, First Secre-
tary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union, on “The Control Figures for the Economic
Development of the U.S.S.R. During the Years 1959-1965"
is being enthusiastically discussed at the Congress. This
is a congress dedicated to the pledge to build com-
munism in the Soviet Union. Bearing aloft the banner of
Marxism-Leninism, it will lead the whole Soviet people
forward towards the great goal of communism. This
meeting, of great historic importance, is a clear demon-
stration of the power, prosperity, love of peace and solid
unity of the Soviet Union. It also shows mankind the
way history is developing. The current Congress will not
only accelerate the building of communism in the Soviet
Union but also greatly contribute to the development of
the international communist movement and the strength-
ening of the world’s peace forces. It is a great inspira-
tion to all those who are fighting for peace and socialism.

The report made by Comrade N.S. Khrushchov
summed up the rich experiences of building socialism in
the Soviet Union, put forward a grand programme for the
all-out building of communism, demonstrated the deter-
mination and confidence of the Communist Party and
people of the Soviet Union in advancing courageously to
make communism a reality. It also gave a detailed analysis
of the present international situation, showing the de-
termination and confidence of the Soviet Union in prevent-
ing war and safeguarding lasting peace. The report,
warmly supported by the whole Soviet people, has won
the unanimous approval of progressive world public
opinion.

Here we should like to give our views on that part
of the report concerning the building of communism in
the Soviet Union. The part concerning the international
situation will be dealt with separately.

DURING the last forty years and more, advancing along
the glorious path opened up by the October Revolu-
tion, the Soviet people have achieved a thoroughgoing
victory for socialism. The backward Soviet Union of the
past has today become a socialist country with a powerful
industry and collective agriculture. Since the Twentieth

Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union,
the Soviet people, under the correct leadership of the
Central Committee of the C.P.S.U. headed by Comrade
N. S. Khrushchov, have won great successes in every
field. During this period. the series of important measures
taken by the Soviet Communist Party, including the
reorganization of administration in the building industry
and in industry in general. the energetic measures taken
to develop agriculture. the educational reform which
closely links the school with life, the consolidation and
expansion of socialist democracy. ete., have rallied the
Soviet people closely round the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union and have brought their initiative and
creative energies into fuller play. Soviet industrial output
is more than four times what it was in 1940; the output
of means of production has gone up more than five times.
Soviet agriculture has grown considerably in the past five
years. The average annual output of grain is 39 per cent
more than it was in the previous five years. Last year
the Soviet Union had an unprecedentedly rich harvest.
The total output of grain amounted to over 8,500 million
poods. It was the Soviet Union that launched the first
artificial earth satellite in human history and the first
artificial planet in the solar system. This shows that
Soviet scicnce and technology have reached a peak un-
attained by any people before and opened a new epoch in
mankind’s conquest of space. The high-speed growth of
the Soviet economy and the striking achievements of
Soviet science and technology have [ully demonstrated the
incomparable superiority of the socialist system. This
further proves that once they stand up and become mas-
ters of their fate, the working class and the working people
can accomplish miracles. The capitalist world has been
put into the shade by this soaring advance of the Soviet
Union and the entire socialist camp. Although Dulles
and his ilk still repeat the hoary lie that Soviet cconomic
achievements come from “compelling the people to lead
a hard life.” even they themselves do not believe their
own lies. On the basis of the general economic upsurge
in the Soviet Union, there is a steady rise in the material
and cultural life of the Soviet people. Compared with
1940 the real income of Soviet workers and employees had
nearly doubled by 1958, while that of the Soviet peasants
(calculated on the basis of peasants engaged in actual
production) more than doubled. Three-fourths of the
national income of the Soviet Union was used to satisfy
the personal material and cultural needs of the labouring
people, and the rest—one-fourth of the national income—
to extend socialist production and satisfy other social
needs, all of which also goes to the labouring people. In
the United States, on the other hand, the capitalist classes
which only make up around one-tenth of the entire popula-
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tion grabbed more than half of the country’s national
income. Several million Americans have to content them-
selves with hunger — the gift of the “freedom to be
unemployed.”

HE Soviet Union today is entering a new era of his-

torical development—the period of all-out development
in the building of a communist society. The cardinal tasks
of the Soviet Union in this period are to establish the
material and technical foundations of communism, to fur-
ther strengthen the economic and defensive might of the
U.S.S.R. and, at the same time, to satisfy ever more fully
the growing material and spiritual needs of the people.
The Seven-Year Plan is the principal landmark of this
new historic advance.

In the coming seven-year period, as is laid down by
the Seven-Year Plan, the Soviet Union will bring about
an all-out development of its productive forces and on
the basis of priority for the heavy industries, bring about
increases in all branches of the economy sufficient to
ensure the establishment of the material and technical
foundations of communism. These increases will also
ensure that the Soviet Union will take a decisive step in
winning the victory in peaceful economic competition with
the capitalist countries. A substantial rise in the living
standards of the people will be assured by strengthening
the country’s economic powers, further developing tech-
niques in all branches of the national economy and con-
tinuously raising the productivilty of social labour. The
Seven-Year Plan lays it down that total value of indus-
trial output will increase by about 80 per cent, the equiva-
lent of the total increase in output value achieved by the
Soviet Union during the last twenty years; the total value
of agricultural output will increase by 70 per cent:
investments in the national economy will total 3.000.000
million rubles, which is approximately equivalent to all
investments made during the entire preceding period of
the existence of Soviet power: national income will be
nearly six times that of 1940, the year before the war;
the incomes of the workers and peasants will be raised
by about 40 per cent. The Seven-Year Plan also provides
for large-scale housing construction and great efforts to
increase production of consumer goods. shorten the work-
day. increase wages and develop and improve public
welfare facilities. All this. along with the plans to dis-
continue taxing the population mentioned in Comrade
Khrushchov's report, fully shows what an exciting and
happy life increases in production will bring the labouring
people under the socialist system.

The Seven-Year Plan will provide not only the
material but also the spiritual requisites for the Soviet
Union to advance to communism. Simultancously with
its programme to improve the material welfare of the
people, it takes as its indispensable and major task in the
construction of communism the strengthening of the
Party's ideological work, the raising of the level of com-
munist consciousness of the working people, first and
foremost that of the younger generation, educating the
people to have a communist attitude to labour. inculeating
the spirit of Soviet patriotism and internationalism. and
overcoming capitalist vestiges in the people’s minds
and struggling against bourgeois ideology. Comrade
Khrushchov has pointed out that to get to communism,
“we must mould the man of the future right now.” The
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Seven-Year Plan envisages tremendous developments in
Soviet education, in schocls of all types. By 1965, the
Soviet Union will have more than four and a half million
experts equipped with a higher education; this will be
a 50 per cent increase compared with 1958.

The period in which the Soviet Union carries out
the all-round building of a communist society is also the
decisive stage in the peaceful economic competition
between socialism and capitalism. Comrade N. S. Khrush-
chov stressed in his report that “it is the fundamental
problem of the coming seven yecars to make the most of
the time factor in socialism’s peaceful economic competi-
tion with capitalism.” As is well known, the total value
of industrial output of the Soviet Union today is 36 times
what it was in 1913, whereas that of the United States is
only a bit more than four times. In the coming seven
vears, the Soviet Union will continue to advance at a
speed undreamed of by the capitalist countries. The
Seven-Year Plan provides for an average annual increase
of 8.6 per cent in industrial production and an 8 per cent
increase in agricultural output: such a rate of increase is
at least four times greater than that of the United States.
By 1965 when the Seven-Year Plan is [ulfilled, the
absolute output of certain main products in the Soviet
Union will surpass present industrial levels in the United
States, while the output of some other products will
closely approach the present U.S. level: total and per-
capita output of the most essential agricultural products
in the Soviet Union will all surpass present U.S. levels.
After the fulfilment of the Seven-Year Plan and in another
five years or even less, the absolute and per-capita output
of industrial products in the Soviet Union will catch up
and oulstrip the United States. to take first place in the
world. This will mean a victory of historic significance in
the peaceful competition between socialism and capitalism.

OMRADE Khrushchov’s report devoted much space to a

discussion of a number of theoretical questions regard-
ing the Soviet Union’s transition from socialism to com-
munism. This part of the report will undoubtedly attract
the special attention of the peoples of the socialist coun-
tries and of communists in all parts of the world. Comrade
Khrushchov pointed out that the transition from socialism
to communism is an historical process which is governed
by laws and cannot ke disrupted or skipped over at will;
that there is no wall separating socialism and communism;
and that the passing over to communism cannot be
regarded as a sort of ambling progress. “We cannot
hurriedly and rashly carry out what is immature, as this
will distort and undermine our cause. But we also cannot
rest satisfied with the achievement already attained as
this will cause slagnation,” he said. These points apply
not only to the Soviet Union but to all countries passing
from socialism to communism. This part of the report
also dealt in detail with the distribution of the material
and cultural values produced by society among all its
members. the question of how to develop and bring closer
together the collective-farm form of socialist property and
that belonging to all the people, the question of the state in
the period of transition to communism, and put forward
the creative conclusion that the socialist countries will pass
to communism more or less simultaneously. Comrade
Khrushchov theoretically expounded the thesis that as the
economic law operating under socialism is balanced, propor-
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tionate development, countries which were relatively back-
ward economically and culturally in the past are able to
make up rapidly for lost time and quickly raise their eco-
nomic and cultural levels by drawing on the experience,
co-operation and mutual assistance of other socialist coun-
tries. This is a great inspiration to the peoples of the coun-
tries in the socialist camp. Here is shown the sharp con-
trast between the relations of fraternal mutual help which
exist among the socialist countries and those of “the big

fish swallowing up the small fish” which exist among the
capitalist countries.

OMRADE Khrushchov stressed that the principal, the

determining factor in the advance of all countries Lo
communism are the laws common to all of them. Marxist-
Leninists must be good at applying these common laws
in the different stages of development of each country in
accordance with the specific conditions in that country.
Here he laid bare the truth about the so-called “special
road of Yugoslavia” of the Tito group which betrays
Marxism-Leninism, and completely shattered the wvain
dream entertained by the Yugoslav revisionists of being
able to find so-called “differences” between the Communist

Party of the Soviet Union and the Chinese Communist
Party.

There can be no doubt that the viclorious road taken
by the Communist Party of the Soviet Union in leading

the Soviet people to build communism, and all their sue-
cessful experience in travelling this road, will enormously
enrich the theory of Marxism-Leninism and will become
a brilliant example to all the socialist countries. We. the
Chinese Communist Party. will persevere in learning from
the great Communist Party of the Soviet Union and work-
ing to consolidate and strengthen that greatest friendship
which exists between our two Parties and countries.

Forty and more years ago, the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union led the people in blazing the trail for
mankind to socialism. Today, by putting forward the
Seven-Year Plan. the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union has again raised up before mankind a bridge lead-
ing to communism. History has already drawn the con-
clusion that the road of the Soviet Union, of the October
Revolution is a broad way by which humanity will elimi-
nate exploitation. oppression and aggression, a road leading
to a world of universal well-being. The Twenty-first Con-
gress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union proves
once again that no force in the world can prevent man-
kind from marching to final victory along this road. Let
us warmly greet the success of the Twenty-first Congress
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. the new
achievements by the Soviet people in the all-out building
ol communism and wish the working people throughout the
world new victories in their own struggles, which draw
inspiration from the cause of the Soviet people.

Greetings to Soviet Communist Construction

ICE-PREMIER Chen Yi has warmly greeted the
advance of the Soviet Union into the era of the all-

out building of communism and lasting Sino-Soviet [riend-
ship. He was speaking at a banquet on February 6 cele-
brating China’s traditional Spring Festival. at which he

was host to the Soviet experts helping China’s socialist
construction.

“The 21st Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union was a great event in contemporary political life,”
Chen Yi declared. “The Soviet Seven-Year Plan for the
development of the national economy was a splendid pro-
gramme for the construction of communism. It greally
cnhances the confidence of the people of the world in
their struggle for peace. Our friends rejoice at it while
our enemies are shaken.”

The Vice-Premier stressed that the current inter-
national situation was very favourable to the people the
world over. The might and solidarity of the socialist
camp headed by the Soviet Union, especially the strength
and unity of China and the Soviet Union, was the decisive
factor checking war and safeguarding world peace. To-
day, the Soviet Union, China and other socialist countries
were quickening the pace of construction:; the fulfilment
of the Soviet Seven-Year Plan and the growth of the
economic strength of all the socialist countries would
incvitably bring about a fundamental change in the face
of the world, he said.

On behalf of the Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party and the State Council, Vice-Premier
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Chen Yi expressed gratitude to the Soviet experts for
their help to China’s socialist construction. The Soviet
experts, he said, were technical experts who, trained and
nurtured by the Communist Party of the Soviet Union,
had a rich scientific knowledge and a high level of
political understanding. The great Soviet Seven-Year Plan
would need their services very much, but the Soviet Party
and government nevertheless had sent them to help
China’s construction: this was a manifestation of the
great spirit of internationalism for which we wanted to
express our heartfelt gratitude and admiration.

The Soviet experts who had come to China, Vice-
Premier Chen Yi noted, regarded construction in China
as their own. They had a deep affection for the Chinese
Party and people. They had left their own motherland
and home to come to help China. This too was a mani-
festation of the great spirit of internationalism for which
we must express our heartfelt thanks and admiration.
The Vice-Premier concluded his speech by proposing a
toast to the might and unity of the socialist camp headed
by the Soviet Union, to the health of Comrade N. S.
Khrushchov and to the health of all the Soviet experts.

CORRECTION: In Pelking Review, No. 5, February 3, 1959, the
seventh line from the bottom in the first column on p. 6 should
read: “steel output in 1958 amounted to 54.9 million tons; grain
output. . . ."
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Asian-African Economic Co-operation

Vice-Premier Chen Yi Calls for Mutual Help for Faster Progress

I[CE-PREMIER Chen Yi has again stressed the need
for mutual aid among the Asian and African coun-
tries to speed up their economic construction.

In a speech at the reception given by the Ceylonese
Ambassador William Gopallawa to mark the 11th anniver-
sary of Ceylon's independence on February 4, Chen Yi
said: “We peoples of Asia and Africa are not by any
means prosperous. Afler we have rid ourselves of the
colonialists, we have to rely on our own hard work to
industrialize our countries in order to shake off our back-
wardness and become masters of our own destiny, We
are happy that the Asian and African countries have all
achieved some success in this respect over the past few
years. In the future we should exert ourselves even more
in learning from and helping each other to speed up our
progress.,”

Warmly congratulating the Ceylonese Government
and people on their national day, the Vice-Premier paid
tribute to the great efforts they had made in upholding
their national independence and developing their national
economy. “The Chinese Government and people rejoice
over every positive step taken by Ceylon in building up
the country and every success attained. We sincerely
hope that Ceylon, which has already won its political
independence, will also become a very prosperous country
economically.”

Vice-Premicr Chen Yi praised the valuable contribu-
tions made by the Ceylonese Government during past
years in safeguarding Asian and world peace and promot-
ing friendly co-operation among nations. The efforts of
Prime Minister Bandaranaike in actively promoting
economic co-operation among the Asian and African
countries, the Vice-Premier noted, “are in full accord with
the spirit of the Bandung Conference and the common
interests of these countries. We appreciate and support
them.” Chen Yi also thanked the Ceylonese Government
and people for their friendly attilude in supporting the
restoration of China’s rights in the United Nations and
China’s struggle to liberate Taiwan and the coastal islands.

Pointing out that Sino-Ceylonese economic and
cultural exchanges have already greatly strengthened
the friendship and mutual understanding between the
two peoples, Chen Yi expressed the confidence that
“friendly co-operation between our two countries will
develop further in the new year, contributing in an even
greater measure to the peaceful construction of our two
countries as well as to peace in Asia and the world.”

Vice-Premier Chen Yi condemned the hostile attitude
of certain ill-intentioned leaders in the Western countries
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towards the economic development of the Asian and
African countries, and especially to China's achievements
in construction. He said: “This only exposes their dirty
scheming, which is to permit the Asian and African peo-
ples to go hungry and cold without the opportunity
to straighten their backs and lift their heads. They will
do all they can in the way of cursing, slander and
sabotage against anyone who goes against their will,
in an attempt to isolate him and bring him to his
knees.

“We, the Chinese and other Asian and African
peoples, will of course pay no attention to the nonsense of
these malicious lords. We will smash through all the
obstacles they have put in our path and continue our
courageous forward march.

“The day is not far off when all the Asian and
African peoples will become masters of their own destiny
and the colonialists will be utterly defeated.”

A Must for Students of Modern
Chinese History —

IMPERIALISM AND
CHINESE POLITICS

by Hu Sheng

Dealing with the political relations between the
imperialist powers and semi-colonial China — one
of the basic questions in modern Chinese history.
From the Opium War (1840-1842) to the eve of
the First Revolutionary Civil War (1924-27).
308 pp.
—_*.—.

From Yenan to Peking

by Liao Kai-lung

A well-documentied account of the Chinese people's
heroic struggle for freedom. It recounts the events
of the War of Liberation, the establishment of the
People’s Republic and the achievements of the new
China in the early post-liberation years up to 1953.

188 pp.
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Xiafang Intellectuals

Back from the Countryside

by LI FANG

Most of the intellectuals who left their office desks
last spring to work alongside the peasants and workers
have now returned to their old jobs. The reports
they have brought back have left no doubt that the
policy of “xiafang” (transferring to work at the grass-
roots level) is one of the best ways of training a body
of public servants dedicated to the people and the
cause of socialism.

VER a million intellectuals in government olTices,

enterprises and schools went to the farms and factories
for a year’s work. Some 25,000 of them were from cen-
tral government offices. During the past year, they learnt
a good deal about production and its techniques. They
got invaluable experience of working at the lower levels
of local administration. But most important of all, they
had raised their level of political understanding. They
find they can now more completely identify themselves
with the working people.

A year ago, most of them were city-bred intellectuals
without any practical experience of manual labour. Not
many of them had taken an active part in early rev-
olutionary struggles. Most of them had taken part in
various mass movements since the liberation, and so to
some extent had adapted themselves to the new standards
and values of the new society. But they still had some-
thing .of the old idea that “the scholar is the salt of the
earth.” Consciously or sub-consciously, they considered
brain work superior to manual labour. Working people
were remote and unfamiliar to them. They found it dif-
ficult to understand the thoughts and feclings of peasants
and workers or share their likes and dislikes. They them-
selves understood that in a country where the working
class takes the lead, they would fit into society better and
serve it better, the quicker they discarded their old bour-
geois outlooks and attitudes. And as the experience of
many Communist Party members and others had shown,
working alongside the peasants and workers was an ex-
cellent school. That is why they had seized on the oppor-
tunity of the call issued by the Party and not only vol-
unteered but in some cases heatedly argued for a chance

to go. Not all who wanted to go could be spared from
their jobs.

Love and Respect Labour

It is by labouring oneself that one learns most quickly
to love and respect labour. Xiafang cadres will tell you
that now. As intellectuals, they all knew the lines from
the old Chinese poem:

“Who knows rice in the bowl,
Hard-earned every grain?”

Now they paraphrase it:

“We know rice in the bowl,
Hard-earned every grain!”

Many have described their experiences. Three young
university graduates who worked in a government in-
stitution in Kiangsi Province told a news reporter that
it was with some misgivings that they first went to work
in the Tamao Mountains. They were unused to physical
labour and at first missed their office routine. But their
ideas soon changed. Tamao is famous for its bamboo
forests. They got an immense satisfaction out of build-
ing their own bamboo house and learning to make a host
of beautiful and useful bamboo wares. It was hard work
but they learnt in practice that, as they put it, “labour
is the source of all social wealth. Without labour there

would be no socialism or communism. Only labour will
create a better life!”

Many intellectuals admitted that before they put their
hands to farming tools, they thought farming a pretty
simple kind of work which could be learnt easily. “It
seemed simple to plait a wicker basket,” said Kuo Fu-
shan, an assistant in the Kiangsi Teachers’ College who
was also working in the Tamao Mountains. “But what
a good deal of painstaking work it was for those who
taught me and for mysell before I succeeded in making a
really good basket!” It was then he learnt to respect
labour, Kuo said, and also those who taught him how to
labour. The peasants were not only intelligent and skilled
with their hands but they had a rich store of know-
ledge. He grew greatly attached to his new friends and
deeply respected their simplicity, straightforwardness, and
sincerity in helping others.

Working-Class Feeling

This was generally the case with xiafang cadres. This
new-found love and respect for labour and the working
people made them anxious to do more for the labouring
people. Their cagerness to work in turn earned them
the praise of the people who were quick to signify their
approval. To cile just one example: of the 300 people
of the Chinese Academy of Sciences who went to work
in the mountain area of Chingchin, Hopei Province, 168
were elected model or outstanding workers by the local
people. During the year four were elected delegates to
the township people’s congresses. Ten were elected out-
standing young builders of socialism.

Their experiences, compounded of close contact with
the peasants and workers and physical labour, contributed
to the building of working-class feeling among the riafang
cadres. “I understood that landlord exploitation was hate-
ful, but I just could not hate it the way the peasants did,”
said Chang Hsu-yen, a translator of the Foreign Languages
Press. But after working on the farms in the northeast,
Chang, himself the son of a landlord family, said he came
to realize what he would have felt like if the fruits of
his labour had been stolen by the landlords.
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The year’s experience has
also helped them to under-
stand better the policies of
the government and the Com-
munist Party from the work-
ing people’s point of view.
Those who were on the spot
during the establishment of
the people’s communes know
how the peasants acclaimed
this movement. They were
surprised to learn that in the
cities, some bourgeois intel-
lectuals were vague about the
significance of this movement
and had misgivings about it.
To be able to view problems
from the standpoint of the
vast majority of the people
and not of the limited few is
essential for the intellectual
if he wants to be political-
ly sound. In this, they found
their xiafang experience very
helpful, for when one actual-
ly becomes one of the vast
majority, he is more likely to
judge things in terms of that
majority.

Oil painting.

The =xiafang cadres describe many other gains, for
instance, better health, the habit of thrift and so on. But
the most important gain is the political one. They have
come back more socialist-minded, understanding not only
theoretically but in a concrete way that the strength of
the collective is boundless while that of the individual is
very limited. Only by merging with the collective, they
found, can the individual best contribute his share. With
such understanding gained they find themselves better
placed to combat their own egoism; and the better they
do this, the closer they move towards their goal of becom-
ing real working-class intellectuals. This is an important
political step for all those who wish to play their role in
building socialism.

Linking Theory with Practice

Another valuable lesson they learnt was the importance
of combining theory with practice. Chang Pao-tung of
Tientsin Medical College relates that he had specialized
in the study of parasitic insects for six years, yvet when
he was asked to help wipe out gadflies in the suburban
people’s commune where he had come to work, he found
that his knowledge of gadflies got from books and labora-
tory test tubes was far from adequate. He consulted the
peasants with whom he worked. They were able to de-
seribe to him eleven varieties of gadflies and gave detailed
accounts of their life-cycles. With this help, he was able
to devise scientific methods for their eradication.

Study divorced from practice showed its drawbacks.
This came as a bit of a shock to most of the xiafang cadres
who had formerly buried their noses in books. It gave
them many useful lessons and often led them to more
effective methods of research. They were able to link
their research with practical life and found many new
subjects well worth their study. Many important inven-
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A “xiafang” intellectual with his peasant teacher

A collective work by the class
of 1959, Central Institute of Fine Arts

tions and innovations came out
of this.

Writing in Renmin Ribao
(People’s Daily), Tsang Cheng-
yao, in charge of the xiafang
cadres of the Ministry of
Agriculture, reported: “We
did things we wouldn’t have
dared even to think about in
the past—for instance, the
high-yield records we got on
our experimental farms last
autumn. We succeeded in
raising over 18,000 jin of sweet
potatoes to the mu, 1,600 jin
of tobacco, 36,000 jin of tur-
nips, 66,000 jin of Chinese
cabbage and so on. Compared
with the national figures, these
aren’'t so high, of course, but
they were an eye-opener for
us who had only book know-
ledge of farming and spent
our time at office desks.” The
171 xiafang cadres of the Min-
istry of Agriculture wrote 235
papers during the past year
dealing with a wide variely of
scientific and technical sub-
jects.  Over 20 of thesc papers were of great academic
interest.  Tsang properly hailed this as a victory for the
xiafang policy —a policy aimed at making functionaries
both politically mature and professionally proficient.

This opinion is shared by people working in other
ficlds. Musicians found their xiafang experience helpful
to professional proficiency. After returning from work
in Sinhua, Kiangsu Province, members of the Central
Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra wrote: “Physical labour
brought us into closer contact with life. As we worked
we often listened to vigorous work songs and folk songs,
and we ourselves [elt the rhythm of labour. We organized
performances in co-ordination with current political and
production tasks. Such work greatly benefited us. For
us performers of Western instruments, how to master our
national style, how to better serve the cause of socialism
and how to create a new school in the art of performing
on Western instruments, these are just the problems, in
our opinion, which we should tackle. ... And xiafang
went a long way in helping us solve these problems.”

Closer Ties with the People

In addition to tempering themselves the xriafang cadres
had another task —to give whatever practical help they
could in building socialism. These two tasks were so
closely inter-related that if one wasn’t well done it was
unlikely that the other could be. They found that the
most ellicient means of tempering themselves was through
the service they gave to the local people. With this in
mind, they not only threw themselves wholeheartedly into
productive labour, but also did all they could to help the
cultural and technical revolutions and lend a hand to the
local cadres in managing production. In the upshot they
forged still closer ties with the local cadres and people.
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I was a city man

From tip to toe.

Things on the farm

I just didn’t know.

But the peasants gave me a warm
hello

Before I learnt to wield a hoe.

I was there when the commune was
born,

When we doubled the harvest of
corn,

Turned out our first heats of steel,

And introduced the free meal,

For commune members one and all.

My joy is recorded in a painting on
the wall.

W
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Eating rice
Was always very nice,
But when I started on the farm, yes

indeed,
I couldn’t tell a seedling from a
weed.
Well, it didn’t take long, oh no,
Till the peasants taught me how to

make rice grow.

After ten months I wasn’t the same,

I left with much more than I came.

1 filled in the gaps of my school
education,

Learnt that labour makes the nation,

Today it’s back to the city once
more,

An intellectual who now knows the
score.,

Functionaries from the Ministry of Metallurgical In-
dustry and the First Ministry of Machine-Building who
were transferred to work in the rural areas of Chengchow
and Sinhsiang in Honan Province helped set up a group
of small plants in these places. Many of these have
already gone into production. The first secretary of the
Sinhsiang Committee of the Chinese Communist Party
had high praise for these intellectuals. After enumer-
ating the list of plants and schools they had helped
to set up and the technical innovations they in-
troduced, he went on to say in an article in Ren-
min Ribao: “By mixing with the peasants and giving
all their free time to helping the peasants in their
domestic work, the xiafang cadres won the confidence of
the peasants. They were regarded as trusted friends. . &
Their good relations with the peasants contributed to closer
relations between the government and the people and fur-
ther raised the prestige of the government and the Party
in the eyes of the masses.”

Xiafang cadres of the Central Broadcasting Station
helped to set up a complete broadcasting network in Tsang
Hsien, Hopei Province. The Ministry of Public Health
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personnel will always be remembered for the number of
clinics and health centres they established and the medical
and sanitation workers they trained in the villages to
which they went.

A review of all the contributions made by the over
one million wiafang cadres would make an endless list.
But one more at least must be mentioned. During the
past year, the educational policy of the Communist Party
of integrating education with productive labour has taken
a giant step forward. The socialist view that everybody,
no matter what his position, is an ordinary labourer, is
being accepted by an ever growing number of people. The
xiafang policy was a big step in training intellectuals of
the working class.

To carry the Communist Party’s tradition of temper-
ing its cadres through physical labour further forward, it
was decided last September that, with the exception of
those who are getting on in years or are physically weak,
all government functionaries should do manual labour for
at least one month every year. The experience of xiafang
shows that that is an excellent idea.

Peking Review



Diversified Rural Economy

A Visit to Shunteh County

by OUR CORRESPONDENT

ROSSING the Pearl River southward from Canton, it

is an hour’s bus ride to Shunteh County,* noted for its
diversified economy. It is one of the few in China that
has already brought such development to a fairly high
degree. That is why visitors have been going there from
many parts of the country recently. A group from Hei-
lungkiang, China’s northernmost province, came to see how
it was developing aquatic products; delegations from
Chekiang, Kwangsi and Kansu to investigate silkworm-
breeding, one from Fukien to pick up points on sugar-cane
growing, several from Hupeh and Shantung to learn from
Shunteh’s experience in varied rural economy.

A wide range of activities has long been one of the
county’s characteristics. In 1958, technical renovation and
improved management led to a doubling, and in some
cases a several fold increase, in the production of the
various branches of its agricultural economy as compared
to 1957. In 1958, too, the county which was formerly
short of grain became practically self-supporting in food
grains. A fair amount of capital construction was under-
taken in both industry and agriculture. The average
income of the local population. already higher than in
many other areas, also doubled. Hence the nationwide
interest in Shunteh.

More Fish Are Bred

Fish-breeding in ponds, sugar-cane growing and seri-
culture were traditionally the three main occupations of
Shunteh. A year or two ago, paddyfield rice and
pig-breeding were added. Now all are co-ordinated, each
branch complementing the others. Mulberry leaves are
raised to feed silkworms. These not only produce silk but
their excreta is the best fish food. Mud dug from the
fish ponds, in its turn, is good fertilizer for mulberry groves
and sugar-cane fields, while shredded sugar-cane leaves
are also a fish food. A kind of lotus growing on pond
waters feeds not only fish but pigs.

About two-fifths of the county’s 700,000 mu of “cul-
tivated area” are taken up by fish ponds. Last year their
production rose greatly after the peasants boldly applied
the principle of “close planting.” Instead of stocking
them with 700-1,000 fish per mu they raised the density
to 10,000. With other appropriate measures, this meant
an average yield of 2,000 jin of fish from each of Shunteh’s
280.000 mu of ponds— almost six times that of 1957.

The local people, however, are not content with pres-
ent achievements. To stock the ponds as fully as possible,
they decided recently, as a first step, to merge 100,000
mu of small ponds, each only a mu or two in area, into
larger ones with a surface of scores, several hundred or

*Since this article was written, Shunteh County has been
merged with neighbouring Panyu County, and been renamed
Panshun County. — Ed.
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even a thousand mu and more. It was also decided to
deepen the ponds from the old 1.5 metres to 3-5 metres.
Thirty thousand people are now engaged in these jobs.

I saw how they did it at the Hsinchiao People's
Commune. Lin Chun, a team leader, led 500 people
to dredge a pond half-emptied by pumping. Standing
on the bank, I saw many fishing boats moving mud
dredged from the pond. Pointing to a small river in front
of us, Lin Chun told me this had been already blocked at
two places; now they were merging the empty course with
four small ponds to form a large pond of 160 mu. The
peasants had known even earlier that large ponds were
needed to rear big fish, he said, but o make these was
beyond them on an individual basis — or even in the co-
operative. A project of this size required the labour of
five to six hundred people for three months. After com-
pletion, there was still the problem of 700,000 jin of fish
to stock it, plus large amounts of fish food. Only the
people’s communes have such resources.

Sericultural Innovations

Silkworm rearing in Shunteh also exhibits the effort
the peasants put into the technical renovation and im-
proved management. Artificial lighting and other means
are used to make the silkworms feed and grow faster.
For better nutrition and digestion, they are fed with
white-of-egg, and magnesium sulphate and a solution of
granulated sugar are sprayed on the mulberry leaves.
Many of the old thatch-roofed houses once used for seri-
culture have been pulled down, and new spacious quarters
have been built. Experiments are being made to keep
the rooms at constant temperature and humidity the year
round so that the silkworms can be reared in all four

seasons, and produce ten crops of cocoons a year instead
of seven.

Pig raising is a side-line which was taken up only
recently in the county. But it has moved forward very
fast. In 1958, 400,000 pigs, three limes more than in
1957, were reared in Shunteh. The peasants are showing
remarkable devotion and ingenuity in pushing the work
forward. T was deeply impressed by the “pig hospital”
run by the Xingtan People’s Commune. It is housed in a
white building standing amid green trees and has a dis-
pensary and spacious grounds. Pigs with infectious
diseases have special quarantine quarters. Records are
kept of each animal. Attached to the hospital is a registry
office in which pedigrees are kept. The hospital also
experiments boldly with treatments, and with advancing
the time of breeding. In future, not only sick pigs but
all those in poor condition and with weak appetite will
be sent to the hospital for building up.

What about industry in the county and how has it
been stimulated by the doubling of agricultural output? To
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find out, I visited Shatou and Jungchi, two small towns
facing each other across a river, which the Shunteh people
proudly call “our industrial base.” The industrial depart-
ment of the county Communist Party committee has moved
to Jungchi to give on-the-spot leadership to the expanding
development there. One of its staff members, Comrade
Shao, took me around. Pointing to the chimney-stacks
rising from the town, he named the industrial units that
have sprung up: iron and steel works, machine-building
plant, chemical fertilizer factories, ship-building plant, re-
fractory factory, sugar refineries, silk filatures, wine
distillery, glass works, the electrical implements works,
silk filature machinery plant, and so on. Most of them

were built in 1958, along with the expansion of existing
ones.

In the county machine-building plant, T saw block
after block of modern workshops beside the small, older
houses. In 1957, it had some 200 workers and produced
only simple farm and sugar-refining machines. By the
end of 1958, 1,360 were at work. Last year, besides
complete sets of cane-sugar refinery equipment the plant
produced a fair number of lathes and planing machines,
which were used both to equip the plant itself and the
farm machine plants run by the people’s communes. There

are ten communes in the county, and each built one or
more farm machine shops last year.

If Shunteh County’s machine-building industry started
from a very little, its chemical fertilizer plant sprang up
from almost nothing. Accompanied by its director, I
began my visit from the laboratory, where six analysts in
white overalls worked intently. The drawers of the big
cabinets were filled with chemical fertilizer samples and
the appropriate reagents. The plant, the director told
me, was built in May 1958, and began producing in June,
while construction was proceeding. Now it turns out more
than 30 types of chemical fertilizers, and its daily output
is 30 tons. The laboratory has also trained 163 analysts
for people’s communes of Shunteh, all of which now have
their own smaller chemical fertilizer works and labora-
tories. The county plant no longer produces the rougher
type of fertilizer but concentrates on the better grades.
Not long ago it successfully made a trial batch of 2.4.-D,
a plant-growth stimulant.

The ship-building plant, standing on the river-bank
at Shatou, is one of the latest-built of the county’s indus-
tries. Construction began in August last year. Only a
small number of its 280 workers had previous experi-
ence in building small boats; the rest were ordinary
carpenters, formerly in handicraft co-operatives. Yet in
the past three months they have launched 40 motorized
junks, each of which can
carry 25 tons of cargo. They
are now constructing diesel-
driven passenger vessels,
each with a seating capacity
of 150 passengers. i

Shunteh’s industrial pros- -~
perity excited me im-
mensely, but my com-
panion, Comrade Shao, took
a more sober view. It was
true many factories had
been built, he said, but

<
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A carfoon from the pictorial published by Shachiao People's Commune,
Shunteh County. The commune's fisheries will soon need a steam (rawler!
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the proportion in value of the county’s industrial produc-
tion compared to that of agriculture had dropped slightly
since 1957. This was because agriculture had moved
ahead so much faster than industry that now industry has
to catch up.

Inspired by the revolutionary spirit of always going
forward and never falling into complacency, the Shunteh
people, in 1958, also did some rather wonderful things in
science and technique. The Shunteh Silk Filature trial
produced “7-A” raw silk, of a very high quality. Two
members of a film projection team created a device to
show films outdoors in broad daylight—and this is now
being popularized throughout the province. The county
built a power station using the sea tide to generate elec-
tricity—one of the first in the whole country—and
followed with twenty more. In order to sum up and
popularize the experience, an on-the-spot conference is
to be held here. which delegates from many coastal
provinces will attend.

Education and Culture

Remarkable progress has been made in wiping out
illiteracy. Last year, in addition to more than 40 agri-
cultural middle schools, a polytechnic school was set up
with silk-textile, machine building and sugar refining, and
an agricultural institute which lays special emphasis on
the study of the various branches of Shunteh’s agricultural
economy. The county also has a normal and a commer-
cial school and one to train health workers. The peo-
ple’s communes have their own hospitals, cultural centres,
song and dance troupes and bookshops. Most have
cinerhas.

I saw newspapers published by the county and the
communes, and collections of poems written by the
workers and peasants. These publications are fresh and full
of vitality, giving a sense of real life.

The people of Shunteh live far better than ever
before. Apart from free meals, wages is based on the
amount of work done. Many new houses are being built.
Old people who have no family members to rely on
can, if they wish, live in “homes of respect for the aged.”
School children pay not a penny for tuition.

The growth of Taliang Town, where the county peo-
ple’s council has its seat, reflects the increasing prosperity
of life in Shunteh. Its many new buildings include a
hotel and department store, both with three stories, and
a library. An agricultural exhibition hall and a zoo are
being built.

ad
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Salute to Cuba and the Congo

Crimson Sky,

Many poems dedicated to the heroic anti-imperialist strug-
gles of the Cuban and Congo peoples are appearing in the
Chinese newspapers these days and are being recited at meet-
ings and in radio and television programmes. We present one
of these poems written by Sha Ou, a well-known Chinese
poet, — Ed.

Daybreak, with its bright hand,
Opens the door of 1959,
And 1 see

a sea of iridescent flame:
Like the glow of sunrise
Ascending
From the West Indies

and Africa.

The ocean is stirred by a crimson wave.
O Cuba and Congo!
O brothers!
With spears white as snow,
Thrust at the heart of the colonialists!
Shed the evil blood
Of the fiendish heart.
What a start for 1959!
How shall I voice my joy?
With open arms,
With songs and lyrics on my lips,
I join you, my brothers,
I join your fighting ranks.

From out the Atlantic,

Amid the Caribbean isles,

From a land green as jade,

Rears the punch of

A tight-clenched fist.

A million men shake

The streets of Ilavana.

A mighty parade!

Like a whirlwind,

Blowing wrath,

It shrieks and whirls,

And sweeps over the White House —
“Keep out of our affairs!”

This loveliest of lands

Once shed the bitterest of tears.

The killings and the tortures of that tyrant
Are the seeds of hate,

But like an egg under a hammer,

Batista is out at last!

The people’s enemy seeks a nest in Uncle Sam’s pocket
And Uncle Sam, sweating hard,

Hoping still to crush

Cuba’s independence won in blood.

O vain hope!

The arms of six million make a wall,

The hearts of six million are a flame,

The tread of six million is a flood,
Impenetrable . . . unquenchable . . . irresistible!

Whirlwind carries storm,
Flame begets flame,
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Sea of Flames

Big-Hearted Uncle Sam By Ko Chao-chuan

Ocean is no barrier.

The River Congo churns and roars;
Stones of diamond

Grind the feet of the colonialists.

A tempest rocks

The “oasis of stability.”

Eighty brutal years

Weigh like centuries.

The lava bursts.

In city and jungle,

The guns of vengeance have been aimed,
The fetters of slavery are strained,

The end of colonial rule will be proclaimed!
The Belgian throne shakes like a leaf.
There's no relief.

Bloody suppression and “independence” promises,
Will come to grief.

Crimson banners,

Banners of national freedom,

Hoisted high,

In Cuba, in the Congo,

In Latin America, in Alfrica,

They rise and fly,

Cheered on by the East wind, on high.
Like clouds that devour the sky,

Like blazing fire

They consume imperialism!

Glowing crimson sky,
Sea of flames,
The sound of breaking chains
Makes sweet music.
Crimson sky,
Accept my song!

Sea of flames,

Illuminate my verse!
Songs and lyrics,
Fly out swiftly!
Fly to Cuba caressed by Lhe sea,
Fly to Congo, land of legends,
Tell our brothers fighting there
WE STAND WITH YOU!
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CHINESE PRESS OPINION

The C.P.S.U. Congress

Reports on the 21st Congress of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union
were prominently featured in the Chi-
nese press throughout its duration. The
full texts of Comrade Khrushchov's re-
port and other important speeches were
published. All  papers featured, and
many frontpaged, the enthusiastic com-
ments on the Congress by Chinese work-
ers, peasants, students, government cadres
and men of the People’s Liberation Army.
The Congress and the control figures for
Soviel economic development have been
a central topic of discussion.

Renmin Ribao, which devotes many
full pages to news of the Congress pro-
ceedings, declares editorially (Februarvy
5) that the Congress is a greal inspira-
tion to all those who are fighting for
peace and socialism (full text of the
editorial appears on p. 6).

Da Gong Bao's editorial (February 7)
describes communism as  “mankind’s
spring” and declares: “The sound of the
bell being rung in the Kremlin in Mos-
cow lells every corner of the world that
that spring is near. This ncws lights up
in the hearts of millions the burning
desire for a future that is bright and
happy.”

“The 21st Congress of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union not only
demonstrated the rocklike solidarity and
unity of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union and the Soviet people, but
also the firm unity of the international
communist movement based on Marxism-
Leninism. It not only showed the deter-
mination and ability of the Soviet people
to safeguard peace but also showed the
will and unrivalled strength of the entire
socialist camp to preserve peace. It gave
expression to the hopes of the peace-
loving peoples of the world. Progressive
mankind rejoices at the great achieve-
ments of the Congress, from which it
has drawn fresh spiritual strength and
great inspiration,” writes the paper.

Under the title “Landmark Towards
Communism,” Guangming Ribao (Febru-
ary 7) analyses the significance of the
Congress and writes that the “Seven-
Year Plan represents the hopes and future
of mankind. . . . The great Communist
Party of the Soviet Union is the pioneer
leading the way to the heights of com-
munism.” The Congress, the paper says,
has greatly contributed to the develop-
ment of the international communist
movement and the strengthening of the
world forces for peace. It is a severe
blow to imperialism and the reactiona-
ries.
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Gongren Ribao (Daily Worker) de-
clares (February 7) that this historic Con-
gress and the grand Soviet Seven-Year
Plan, like a rising, man-made sun, lights
up the direction of development of
human history and warms the hearts of
the world’s working people. The begin-
ning of this new era of communist con-
struction by the Soviet people has pro-
vided still more favourable conditions for
the development of peace and socialism
throughout the world. The paper con-
cludes fhat the brilliant example set by
the Soviet people in communist construc-
tion “enhances our confidence and
strength in acceleraling socialist construc-
tion. The Soviet Union’s today is our
tomorrow. We shall always be united
with the Soviet people, with the people
of the countries of the entire socialist
camp; we shall raise the banner of
Marxism-Leninism  high and march
heroically along the road to communism.”

U.S. Military Intervention
in Laos

The United States is engaging in a
series of activities of military interven-
tion in Laos and causing growing tension
in Indo-China. Renmin Ribao's Observer
(February 4) refers to news reports that
the US. imperialists were sending 82
Filipinos, who were employved at Clark
Field Base by the U.S. Government, to
take up jobs in Vientiane, and had handed
over ten truckloads of American weapons
and munitions to the Government of
the Kingdom of Laos. He points out
that these open military activities of the
United States in Laos directly violate
the Geneva Agreements. Articles 4 and
5 of the Final Declaration of the Geneva
Conference lay it down that Laos will
not join any military alliance, will not
provide foreign powers with military
bases, and will not ask foreign powers
for aid in military materials, personnel
or instructors.

“As a neighbour of the Kingdom of
Laos and as one of the participants in
the Geneva Conference,” Observer writes,
“China cannot but express its greatest
concern about the tension in the Indo-
Chinese peninsula resulting from open
military intervention by the U.S. imperi-
alists in Laos. . .. The Chinese people
earnestly hope that to preserve the inde-
pendence of its country, the Government
of the Kingdom of Laos will live in peace
with all countries, strictly adhere to the
provisions of the Geneva Agreements and
the promises it has made.” Observer
also points out that to ensure the con-
tinuing implementation of the Geneva

Agreements, the International Commis-
sion in Laos should go on playing its role,

The United States hopes to use the
myth of “Viet-namese aggression” to
justify its military intervention in Laos:
but this will deceive no one, Observer
comments. The Democratic Republic of
Viet-nam has most strictly adhered to
the five principles of peaceful coexistence
and the Geneva Agreements. Consistently
basing itself on the Bandung spirit, it
has taken active steps to improve re-
lations between Viet-nam and Laos, and
advocated that existing issues between the
two countries should be settled through
[riendly negotiations. “We support this
correct line advocated and reiterated by
the Democratic Republic of Viet-nam.”
Observer declares. But “it is regrettable
that these efforts get no response from
the Government of Laos.” The reac-
tionaries in Laos are attempting to per-
secute the democratic forces at home by
fabricating the story about Viet-namese
“aggression” and thereby hope to set up
a dictatorial rule. The US. imperialists
are using this same excuse to carry out
further military intervention in Laos so
as to draw it finally into the azgressive
Manila  bloc. If the U.S. imperialists
succeed in their scheme, the Laotian peo-
ple will once again be thrown into misery
and tension will be greatly increased in
Indo-China, he points out. No Laotian
with a sense of national dignity and
patriotism will allow this to happen: no
one concerned with peace in Indo-China
will tolerate this, Observer concludes.

Shameless Decision of

F.I.B.A.

Peking's leading papers have sternly
condemned the antics of the F.LB.A.
(International Amateur Basketball Feder-
ation) in connection with the world
basketball championships in Santiago.
The Soviet team won every game it
played, but very properly refused to play
against the Chiang Kai-shek clique’s team;
the Bulgarian team also refused to play
this group which does not represent any-
one; and for this the two teams, as a
result of U.S. intrigues in the F.ILB.A,,
were deprived of all the points they had
won.

Renmin Ribao publishes the statement
by the AIll-China Athletic Federation
protesting against the decision of the
E.LB.A. and expressing gratitude to the
Soviet and Bulgarian teams for their firm
support to the Chinese people in com-
bating the “two Chinas’ plot of the U.S.
imperialists. The paper's Commentalor
writes (February 4): “Chinese sports cir-
cles and the whole nation are extremely
indignant at this shameless decision of
the F.LLB.A." “This is all too obviously
another act by the U.S. imperialists and
their followers in their scheme of creating
‘two Chinas’ in international sports.”
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U.S. imperialism, Commentator points
out, has all along used the Chiang Kai-
shek clique in many international organi-
zations, conferences and activities totry
and turn its “two Chinas” plot into a fait
accompli. The firm opposition of the
Chinese people and critical world opinion,
however. have repeated'y frustrated these
attempts.

The F.ILB.A!'s rejection of the just de-
mand of the Soviet and Bulgarian tcams
and the granting of permission to the
Chiang Kai-shek clique's tcam to take
part in the championships, Commentator
points out, fully exposes the attempt to
carry out a political conspiracy under
cover of the plea that “sports have
nothing to do with politics.” The refusal
of Soviet and Bulgarian teams to play
with the Chiang Kai-shek team won the
respect of all upright people, Commenta-
tor states.

With their conspiracy exposed, the
imperialist elements in the F.LLB.A. spite-
fully hit out against the Soviet and Bul-
garian  teams. “Such shameless  be-
haviour is unprecedentied in the history
of sports,” Commentator says. While the
Soviet and Bulgarian sportsmen won
honour and glory for their countries, the
F.LLB.A.'s prestige has sunk to its lowest
¢bb in the eyes of the whole world, writes
Commentator.

Da Gong Bao's commentary (February
4) describes the F.ILB.A. decision as an
insult to the Soviet Union and Bulgaria
as well as a provocation against the Chi-
nese people. Protesting against this un-
reasonable and absurd decision, the com-
mentary points out that this incident
proves that the F.LLB.A. has degenerated
into a tool of the US. imperialists in
their plot to create “two Chinas.” The
Chinese people, Da Gong Bao stresses.,
stand firmly against the creation of a
situation of “two Chinas” in any inter-
national organization.

U.S. Designs on Africa

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for
Alrican Affairs Joseph Satterthwaite, in
a speech in Biloxi, Mississippi, on January
17 said that the face of the old Africa was
changing and that the United States must
“contribute to the stability and orderly
cvolution of this giant continent, be
responsive to its needs and sympathetic
to its legitimate aspirations.” A Hsin-
hua commentary notes that this is the

first official US. statement following
the outbreak of the anti-colonialist
storm in the Congo. “Satlerthwaite’s

stalement once again reveals that the
U.S. has nefarious designs upon Africa,”
it ponints out.

It is not hard to fathom what
the United States means by demanding
“stability and orderly evolution” in
Africa, it says. It opposes the struggles
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Spring Fever in Tokyo

for themselves,

Two Voices of America

sgainst a female.
a game.,

many people in the underdeveloped
countries, the Americans appeared
to be hypocrites” in professing to
want 1o help them. Africans did
not believe that the U.S. was in-
terested in their progress when
they read of American schools be-
ing closed to block racial integra-
tion, he said. South Americans
scoffed at U.S. aid when they saw
their fellow countrymen subjecled
to low wages, poor sanilation and
no schools in U.S. migrant labour
camps. These people had legitimate
doubts, he admitted, about the U.S.
as a result of racial discrimination.

THE PASSING SHOW

Banboku One, Viee-President «f the ruling Liberal-Democratic Party of Japan,
has called for the formation of a “United States of Japan” in which south Korea
and Taiwan will be annexed to Japan.

The Kishi group of Class A war criminals evidently want to win fresh nooses

In Monroe, North Carolina, two little Negro boys, aged cight and nine, were
recently arrested and thrown into jail on a charge of attempted eriminal assault
Apparently a little white girl kissed one of the children during
Since their trial, the boys have been in a detention home and “if they
behave themselves well™ may be released before they are twenty-one.

This was the sort of thing that James P. Milchell, U.S. Secretary of Labour,
cvidently had in mind when he complained in a recent speech that “in the eyes of

“Little” Rock?

of the African peoples for independence
and tries to prevent them from getting
“out of control” and impairing the “in-
terests” of the United States. On the
other hand, the United States wants to
undermine the old-time colonialist coun-
tries that possess colonies in Africa.
Washington insists that they recognize
the “evolution” of the situation and the
incompetence of the old rule, and wants
fo replace them under cover of such
high-sounding phrases. The aim of the
United States is obvious: to ensure the
overall infiltration of U.S. influence and
establish U.S. hegemony over Africa.
This policy has been manifest in US.
relations with Africa in recent years.

In suppressing and sabotaging the in-
dependence movements of Africa, the
United States has all along been on the
side of the British and French colonial-
ists, as clearly shown by its support for
the French colonial war in Algeria. But
obviously, the United States is not really
protecting the interests of these old
colonial countries. Under the pretext of
helping to “develop the underdeveloped
arcas,” the United States is duing every-
thing possible to penetrate their spheres
of influence in Africa and turn individ-
ual colonialism into a collective affair.

In  pursuance of this unscrupulous
policy, U.S. aggression against Africa is
becoming more serious and the scale of
eccnomic  plunder is increasing. U.S.
monopoly capital regards Africa as a

vital source of raw materials, markets
and an ideal source of cheap labour.
Private U.S. investments in Africa in
the posi-war vears have incrcased
tremendously. At present, most parts of
Africa are, in varving degrees, cither
direetly or indirectly controlled by U.S.
capital. Military and political infiltra-
tion has followed in the wake of eco-
nomic plunder. The U.S. has established
military bases in Morocco and Libya;
signed military ngreements with Ethiopia,
South Africa and Liberia; and by means
of US. “nid" directly controls govern-
ment  departments in  some African
countries.

With the rising tide of the African
national independence movements  the
U.S. authorities are playing many tricks
to cover up their role of colonialists,
alleging that they *“have no colonies.”
This is an attempt to entice the coun-
triecs which have newly gained or are
still  struggling for independence to
listen to the dictates of the United
States which bencfit U.S, cconomie ex-
pansion ang extend its political control.

All the faets show that the United
States is not out to satisfy the “needs”
of the African peoples, but to pave the
way for US. imperialist aggression and
expansion in Africa. The “legitimate as-
pirations” of the African peoples are for
independence and  freedom, but US.
“sympathy” means nothing but new
traps for the African peoples.
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CHINA

AND THE

WORLD

Malaya“s Uniriendly Aet

The Malavan Government’s order to
suspend the operations of the Bank of
China's agencies in Malaya is an extreme-
ly unliriendly act towards the Chinese
people, declared Nan Han-chen, Chair-
man of the Board of Directors of the
Bank of China in a January 31 statcment
to Hsinhua News Agency.

“China has worked consistently for the
promotion of friendly relations with Ma-
laya on the basis of the five principles
of peaceful coexistence.,” Nan Han-chen
pointed out. “The Chinese people have
always had a profound sympathy for the
Malavan people’'s demand for national
independence. When the Federation of
Malaya was founded, it was immediately
recognized by the Chinese Government.
China has also consistently worked for
the development of trade with Malaya
on the basis of equality, mutual benefit
and exchanging ‘what one has for what
one has not.""”

It was in this spirit, Nan Han-chen
went on, that the bank's agencies in
Malaya have observed local laws, con-
ducted normal banking business, con-
tributed to promoting Sino-Malavan trade
and given support to the local economy.
The Malayan authorities however have
made no corresponding efforts, but re-
peatedly obstructed the growth of friendly
relations and trade. The order to close the
bank’s agencies was the latest of a series
of acts of restriction and discrimination
against Chinese trade with Malaya. “We
can only express our deep regret over
these extremely unfriendly
Han-chen said.

acts,” Nan

Nan Han-chen noted that these moves
by the Malayan authorities “are insep-
arable frcm the underhand activities of
certain imperialists.”  “The U.S. imperi-
alists, in particular,” he stressed, “have
always been unwilling 1o see the growth
of friendly co-operation and trade rela-
tions between the Asian and  African
countries, especially China and the other
Asian and African countries. They re-
sort to all kinds of tricks to sow dis-
sension among the Asian and African
countries and disrupt unity and co-opera-
tion among the people of these countries.
The action taken by the Malayan authori-
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ties falls in exactly with the desires of
the imperialists. Consequently it can only
play into the hands of the imperialists
and will bring no good to the Malayan
people. Such an unfriendly act towards
China cannot but affect adversely the
smooth, process of trade between the two
countries.”

Nan Han-chen concluded by expressing
the belief that since the friendship be-
tween the Chinese and Malavan peoples
was traditional and they had economic
ties of long standing, no force could
obstruct the natural growth of [riendly
relations and trade between them.

A Renmin Ribao commentator in its
issue of February 5 cites several unfriend-
ly acts by the Malayan authorities since
the second half of 1958. In July they
prevented Chinese goods from being
shown at the Kuala Lumpur Exhibition;
in October they announced that special
permits were needed for the importation
of Chinese cotton piece-goods: at the
same time imports of four kinds of Chi-
nese cotton piece-goods were altogether
prohibited. No such restrictions have ever

been imposed on imports from other
countries.
The commeantator points out that the

U.S. imperialists have always tried by
sowing discord and dissension to “make
Asians fizsht Asians” and “Africans fight
Africans.” To their minds nothing could
be worse than friendly co-operation and
the growth of trade between the Asian-
African countries and especially between
China and the other Asian-Alrican coun-
tries. In the past few years friendship,
mutual aid and co-operation among the
Asian-African peoples have developed
steadilv with the growing popularity of
the five principles of peaceful coexist-
ence. This has steadily worsened the
situation of the imperialists. The com-
meontator draws attention to the fact that
following their defeats in the Middle
East and the Taiwan Straits, the U.S.
imperialists have tried to get out of the
extremely isolated position in which (hey
found themselves by intensifying their
disruptive activities to undermine normal
relations among the Asian and African
countries and wreck their unity and co-
operation. One of the schemes the
United States has resorted to is the
vicious attack it has launched against the
big leap forward in China's socialist con-
struction and the campaign of slander it
directs against the Chinese people's
achiecvements as a “threat” to the world
and especially to the Southeast Asian
countries. In this context, the present
series of unfriendly actions taken by the
Malayan authorities play directly into
the hands of the imperialists. Can it
be, he asks, that the Malayan authorities
have failed to notice that their unfriendly

attitude to China has alrcady aroused
strong dissatisfaction in Malaya and won
the applause of the imperialists?

The commentator concludes: China has
always been of the opinion that the
growth of normal trade between nations
will help improve economic conditions in
the various countries and enhance mutual
understanding and friendly co-operation.
The facts have already proved that res-
toration of trade and friendly co-opera-
tion between China and Malaya fully
conforms with the interests and aspira-
tions of their peoples. It is our opinion
that il the Malayvan authorities change
their present way of doing things and
firmly adhere to the principle of equality
and mutual benefit in international trade.
friendly co-operation and business con-
tacts between China and Malayva can be
restored and developed.

Afro-Asian Youth Conference

Premier Chou En-lai has sent a mes-
sage of greetings to the Afro-Asian
Youth Conference. The cable expresses
confidence that inspired by the spirit of
the Bandung Conference and the Afro-
Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Conference. this
conference will make important contribu-
tions to strengthening unity among the
vouth of Asia and Africa and the strug-
gle to win and defend national indepen-
dence and safeguard world peace.

One of the first speakers at the confer-
ence when it opened in Cairo on Febru-
arv 2 was the leader of the Chinese
delegation. Liu Hsi-vuan. This was the
first time that so many voung people
from Asia and Africa had come togeth-
er, he said. Contacts among youth in
these countries had been obstructed and
their solidarity undermined as a rvesult
of imperialist oppression, but now an
increasing number of countries in the
region had stood up in freedom. They
had smashed their colonial fetters, rid
themselves of imperialist domination and
were taking their destiny into their own
hands. At the same time. olher Asian
and African countries were still fighting
for their national independence and
against imperialism, colonialism and racial
discrimination.

Liu Hsi-vuan expressed the belief that
the conference discussions would help to
strengthen solidarity among youth in
Asia and Africa and the cause of winning
and saleguarding national independence
and defending world peace and the wel-
fare of youth.

BRIEFS
Professor Wang Kan-chang, noted
Chinese nuclear physicist, has been
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elected a vice-director of the Joint
Nuclear Rescarch Inslitute al Dubny, in
the US.S.R.

Friendship medals have been conferred
on 68 Polish scientists. professors and
engineers for their services in helping
China’s construction. The presentations
were made by China’s Ambassador to
Poland, Wang Ping-nan. on behalf of the
Chinese Government. The Polish ex-
perts worked in China during 1952-1956.

CULTURAL NEWS

Chinese audiences will have the delight
of another visit from the famous Polish
State Mazowsze Folk Song and Dance
Troupe this year; a Chinese Szechuan
Opera Troupe will tour Poland. These,
along with an exchange of cultural
delegations and exhibitions, are part of
the activities arranged under the 1959
Sino-Polish Cultural Co-operation Plan
which was signed in Warsaw on January
30.

. * *

Cameramen of the Chinese Central
Documentary Studio have completed a
full length colour travelogue of Cambodia
alter four months on location in that
country. It shows Cambodia's beautiful
landscapes and the life of the people
led by Prince Sihanouk and records many
moving scenes of Sino-Cambodian friend-
ship. The film will soon be released for
general exhibition.

The Chinese musician Li Teh-lun was
a recent  guest conductor with  the
Helsinki City Orchestra. The program-
mes he conducted included the symphony
Motherland by the young Chinese com-
poser Wu Tsu-chian.

An exhibition of contemporary Chinese
paintings is now being held in Paris
under the auspices of the France-China
Friendship Association. Works by famous
masters and some examples of folk art
are among the more than 80 items shown.

The opening ceremony was attended
by two thousand guests including dis-
tinguished representatives of French
cultural life and members of the diplo-
matic corps in the French capital.

- . -
The Parisian Folk Acrobatic Troupe
now touring China has been a hit with
Chinese audiences. More than 40.000

people saw their seven performances in
Peking.

- . -
The Paris monthly, Democratie Nou-
velle, turned its December 1958 issue into
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FOREIGN TRADE NOTES

e Trade Mission to Denmark
and Norway

A Governmenl Trade Mission of the
People’s Republic of China headed by
Pai Jen, Assistant Minister of Foreign
Trade, paid a friendly visit last December
to Denmark and Norway on invitation
of the governments of these two coun-
tries. The mission was officially received
in Denmark by the Foreign Minister, the
Minister of Trade and Prince Axel, and
in Norway by the Foreign Minister who
is concurrently Minister of Trade.

Besides exchanging views on the
development of trade with Danish and
Norwegian government leaders, the Chi-
nese mission also visited many indusirial
enterprises. These include a shipyard,
aircraft and aircraft repairing plants, a
surveying instruments works, oil mill and
feather processing factlory in Denmark,
and the plant of Norsk Hydro, a paper
mill, shipyard and an electric equipment
plant in Norway.

The visit has undoubtedly enhanced
friendship between the peoples of China
and these Scandinavian countries, and
will be a great help to the development
of trade.

China has traded with Denmark and
Norway for a long time. Since the found-
ing of the People’s Republic of China,
except for a year or two, there has been
a fair amount of Sino-Danish and Sino-
Norwegian trade, and since 1956 it has
tended to increase. In 1958 the growth
was remarkable. As compared with 1957,
China’s trade with Denmark jumped by
128 per cent, and with Norway by 96 per
cent.

This welcome development was a result
of the joint efforts of all concerned. Lale
in 1955, Danish industrialists and busi-
nessmen organized a trade mission to
China and concluded many business deals
with her state trading companies. At

a special China number. Leading ar-
ticles, reportage and other special features
give comprehensive coverage to the
present situation in China: the most
recent political developments, an analysis
of the general line of the Chinese Com-
munist Parly for socialist construction,
news of the great leap in industry, agri-
culture, education and culture and the
growth of the people's communes. Car-
toons from the Chinese press, charts,
maps and papercut decorations make this
a handy and attractive reference book on
China today.

the end of 1957, a Danish government
delegation led by Count Knuth-Winter-
feldt visited China. Friendly mutual visils
between the two parties brought the
immediate conclusion of a Sino-Danish
inter-governmental trade agreement. In
June 1958. the Chinese Government signed
its first trade agreement with the Govern-
ment of Norway. While trade rela-
tions are thus being normalized, there
are also frequent contacts between
the industrial and business circles of the
two countries and China. In the last two
vears, many Damsh and Norwegian [irms
have made contracts with Chinese trading
companies and representatives of the
latter have visited Norway and Denmark.
This has further promoted trade rela-
tions. Up to now, China’s main imports
from Denmark have been machinery,
instruments, crude chemicals, insecticides,
and drugs: while she has exported to
Denmark soya beans, feathers, tung oil,
silks, peach kernels, handicralts, mineral
products and other goods. From Norway
China has imported mainly crude chemi-
cals, non-ferrous metals, machinery,
chemical fertilizer and paper, while its
main exports to Norway have been soya
beans, tung oil, hog casings, mineral
products, silk and other products.

® Maritime Arbitration
Commission Formed

A  Maritime Avrbitration Commission
has been set up under the China Council
for the Promotion of International Trade.
Established by decision of the State Coun-
cil, it is composed of 25 legal, sea trans-
portation, foreign trade and other experts.

The commission will deal with maritime
disputes such as those arising from colli-
sions between vessels, damage caused by
vessels to harbour structures or installa-
tions, disputes over compensation for sal-
vage services rendered at sea, the
chartering of sca-going vessels, agency
services, marine insurance, elc. It will
try to settle such disputes in the first place
by conciliation.

Arbitration will be carried out by a
tribunal of three, sclected from among
members of the commission; two arbi-
trators will be chosen separately by each
of the parties to a dispute and the third,
an umpire, will be jointly nominated by
these two arbitrators. The parties to a
dispute may also jointly select a sole ar-
bitrator from among members of the
commission. They may appoint either
Chinese or foreign citizens to act as their
attorneys.

Decisions made by the Maritime Ar-
bitration Commission will be final.
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SIDELIGHTS

“Spring Scrolls.” A sight to gladden the
eve and add to the festive mood of the
Lunar New Year (Spring Festival) are
traditional red paper scrolls mounted on
the house doors, often with papercuts or
other gayv decorations. These
“spring scrolls” as thcy are called in
Chinesec—contain  couplets  expressing
hopes for happy events to come in the
new year.

scrolls—

Fond as they are of the spring scrolls,
the peasanis weren't always able to
afford them in old China. Time was
when they didn't even have the money
to buy a bit of red paper, not to speak
of getting someone to write the couplets
for them. Some used to ink the edges
of a rice bowl and stamp it on the
scrolls to represent characters, and
others just posted up blank scrolls to
express their unwritten hopes. Today,
not only can they afford the holiday
paper, they write the couplets themselves.
And the contents of the couplets have
changed too—they are no longer vain
prayvers to unresponsive deities but proud
affirmations of the achievements they
have made and their confidence in the
future. As one of this year's spring
scrolls proclaims:

100 budding flowers open to greet the

East wind;
The Red sun lights up the hearts of all
peoples.
L
Double-Kicking Petards. Firecrackers

are a traditional feature of the Spring
Festival, and Peking this vear is cele-
brating with a bang. More than 180,000
special petards—the famous “double-
kickers,” “string of pearls” and others
with equally fancy names—were sold by
the [firecracker-makers and 90,000 are
on their way to the market as we go to
press. That's without counting ordinary
tirecrackers. The bursting of the f[ire-
crackers added the last touch to the
holiday hilarity.

It’s Never Too Late to Start. Wu Iou-
chang is a skilled lumberjack. At forty he
can fell more trecs than most young fel-
lows. But one thing gives this shy man
no end of embarrassment—his nickname
“The New Youth.” Most of his comrades
could read and write fairly well, having
learnt them a few years ago. But not
Wu. One day a travelling bookseller came
to the camp. Everyvone began taking out
subs to various magazines and papers.
Wu Hou-chang stood aside, hesitating.
He knew only 200 characters: what
should he read? “Why not take The New
Youth?” the bookseller suggested. The
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New Youth, a paper for primaiy school
children, with more illustrations than text.
Wu jumped at this. “The New Youth,
The New Youth! That's the paper for
me!” he exclaimed. His mates heard of
this, and that's how he got his nickname.
Although Wu now reads more advanced
papers, the name sticks—a memento of
his late start in the battle for literacy.

First Primary School on Tangla Mounlain,
Eighty Tibetan boys and girls turned out
in their colourful national costumes to
attend the opening ceremony of the first
primary school on Tangla Mountain on
the “Roof of the World.” The school is
in the Uli area of the Tangla Moun-
tain, on the northeastern border be-
tween Tibet and the province of Ching-
hai. through which the Chinghai-Tibet
Highway passes.
L

Sports in Kweichow. In the multi-
national Puyi-Miao Autonomous Chou of
Kweichow Province, in southwest China,
the people are really going in for sports
activities in a big way. DBesides horse-
racing, traditionally a favourite with the
Puyi, Miao and Shui peoples, track and
field events and basketball games are
becoming popular pastimes, with the aid
of the growing number ol sports grounds
and other facilities afforded by the peo-
ple’s communes. Basketball is second
enly to horse-racing in popularity. Today,
no festival is complete in these parts with-
cut basketball contests. 3,000 basketball
teams boast over 200,000 team members.
Women now take to basketball playing
as much as they do to cross-stitch em-
broidery, singing or dancing.

Rescue at Sea. At the Seamen's Club in
Lushun, northeast China, a group of naval

The Spring Festival is here
Drawing by Chang Kuang-yu

officers and men were getting readv for
a party. Suddenly two fishermen from
a nearby people's commune burst in
with distressing news: three of their
fishing boats with nine men aboard were
missing in a raging storm and they also
feared for the fate ol two sampans sent
out to rescue them. The officers and men
rushed to their small patrol boat at once,
although they knew that, in the storm
which had by now assumed zale [orce,
the risks were tremendous. For two and
a half hours they struggled with the
roaring seas. One of the men was nearly
swallowed by the waves but finally they
succeeded in towing in both fishing boats
and sampans and all the men aboard.
For exceptional bravery over and above
the call of duly this naval unit at Lushun

received a special citation from the
P.L.A. and prominent mention in the
Renmin Ribao of January 29.

.
Explosives for Dam Building. A fest to

build a dam with explosives has proved
successful on the site of the Tungchuan-
kou Reservoir in Singtai County, Hopei
Province. A stone mountain peak of
140,000 cubic metres was blown up and
fell into the riverbed between two moun-
tains as planned. A big dam 31 metres
high and 112 metres long, in a crude
stale, was formed, blocking the flow of
the Tsili River to form a reservoir.

The test was made by the Peking
Prospecting and Designing Institute of
the Ministry of Water Conservancy and
Electric Power with the help of Soviet
experts. The method of exploding in a
set direction is an advanced technique
used in the Soviet Union. When the
explosive is touched off, the rock frag-
ments fall in a set course and accumulate
in a distinet pattern. By usual methods,
construction of the dam at the Tungchuan-
kou Reservoir would have taken at least
700.000 work-days.

Peking's Film Choice. Daughters of the
Party won first place in a poll jointly
sponsored by the Beijing Ribao (Peking
Daily), Beijing Wanbao (Peking Evening
News), and Radio Peking. It is a
colour feature film about the revolu-
tionary activities of a young peasant
woman and her two companions, all
Communist Party members, and their
loyalty and devotion to the cause of the

revolution during the 1930s. Tien Hua
of The White-Haired Girl, a popular
film some years ago, acts the titlle

role. Mao Tun, Vice-Chairman of the
China Federation of Literary and Art
Circles, said about the film: “In the most
difficult times of our great revolution, a
voung revolutionary gave her life; but
many new daughters of the Communist
Party came forward to carry on the fight
for the same cause.”
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