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The Big Push

THE nationwide campaign to increase production and practise

economy, as we have reported in earlier issues, is going full
steam ahead. Everywhere the push is on. It is a big push to
boost up China’s industrial and agricultural production.

In the countryside the communes are alive with activity to
assure another good harvest. In the major wheat-growing
provinces the winter wheat will be harvested in about a month
and the peasants aren’t leaving anything to chance. The slogan
of the day is: “A little extra work for a little more harvest.”
They are working hard to make “every ear fuller, every grain
fatter.”

In Shantung, on the east coast, as well as its neighbouring
provinces, the commune members are stepping up the manu-
facture of harvesters, reapers and other farm implements required
for the summer harvest. In many places the sowing of summer
crops closely follow the harvest of the winter wheat.

Peasants in Szechuan say they are out “to clean up a plot
as soon as it turns yellow, to sow it to the full as soon as it is
cleaned up.” In the southern provinces where rice predominates,
the peasants are competing in measures to make the early rice
grow strong.

In the factories and mines, “red flag” emulation campaigns
for higher production and better quality are in full swing.
During the first ten days of this month, steel mills in Anshan,
China’s steel city in the northeast, and in Chungking on the
Yangtse, chalked up new records in their average daily output,
representing a substantial gain over the corresponding period of
last month.

The campaign to increase production and practise economy
is intended to tap the potentials to the full so as to turn out more
and better goods at less costs. The emphasis of the campaign
is on the technical revolution and technical innovation. Labour
productivity is to be raised by improving the equipment and
implements, reforming the working methods, the organization
of labour and management, etc. Two weeks ago, the work team
headed by Hao Fu in the Shansi Machine Tool Works, by
reforming its techniques fulfilled its work quota far ahead of
schedule. Improved tools and better working methods and
organization have resulted in a remarkable rise in output in a
great many factories and mines. Practical experience suggests
that every progress made in technical revolution or technical in-
novation marks a step forward in developing China’s industry
and agriculture.

The 1959 state plan is a continuation of the big leap forward.
The working people of China realize that the fulfilment of the
plan will further increase the nation’s material wealth and raise
the living standards of the people. That is why they have
thrown themselves into the campaign with vim and vigour. They
are confident that their work in 1959 will do much to help make
China a great socialist country with modern industry, modern
agriculture and modern science and culture.



ROUND THE WEEK

CPPCC National Committee Meets

At its first plenary session held last
Tuesday, the Standing Committee of the
Third National Committee of the Chi-
nese People’s Political Consultative Con-
ference discussed the structure of various
offices of the National Committee and
designated the officers of the leading posts.
Chou En-lai, Chairman of the National
Committee, presided over the meeting.

Kang Sheng, an alternate member of
the Political Bureau of the Chinese
Communist Party’s Central Committee;
Li Wei-han and Chen Shu-tung, both of
whom are Vice-Chairmen of the Stand-
ing Committee of the National People’s
Congress; and Burhan Shahidi, President
of the Chinese Islamic Association, who
led a cultural delegation to Iraq which
has just returned to China, were elected
Vice-Chairmen of the National Com-
mittee. The following bodies have been
set up under the National Committee:
Study Committee, Local Work Committee,
Editorial Committee for C.P.P.C.C. Pub-
lications, Secretariat, Liaison Committee,
Records and Research Committee, and
nine departments: international affairs,
industry and commerce, culture and
education, science and technology,
medicine and public health, nationalities,
overseas Chinese affairs, religious affairs,
and women’s activities.

Transforming the Tarim Basin

The vast tracts of land along the Tarim
in Sinkiang, the longest inland river in
west China, would still be untouched by
civilization but for the undaunted spirit
and sustained effort of the People’s
Liberation Army. For hundreds of years
the Tarim Basin had been wild country,
striking fear into those who dared come
near it. The Tarim itself had always
been a turbulent waterway, nicknamed
“reinless horse” by the local Uighur
people. In old China, when misrule was
coupled with incompetence, it was a
“reinless horse” which had to wait for
its “rider.”

The rider came —in the person of the
reclamation and production detachments
of the People’s Liberation Army. In the
summer of 1956 the first groups of
officers and men of the Sinkiang garrison
set out to conquer this wilderness. The
following year the P.L.A. came in force,
gun in one hand and pick and shovel in
the other, proving themselves every inch
the soldier and builder in one expected
of them by the Communist Party. Con-
ditions at first seemed beyond human
endurance: short of water in the scalding
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summer heat and without adequate
shelter in the winter, not to mention
the many difficulties of getting food
supplies. But the armymen stuck it out,
determined fo turn the wastelands into
oases. By 1958 the Tarim River Basin
had begun to fall in line with man’'s
dictates.

The P.L.A. reclaimed 470,000 mu of
land on the upper reaches of the Tarim
River in 1958 alone, bringing the total
reclaimed land to over 1.2 million mu,
an impressive figure itself, considering
the odds the armymen had to face.
Canals and reservoirs were built. On
this wide expanse of land 17 mechanized
farms and a jute plantation have
been set up; the Tarim Basin is fast
becoming a grain- and cotton-growing
centre. The first crops harvested on the
land reclaimed during the big leap
forward last year gave the men some of
their best yields, for example, record
cabbages which weighed several kilo-
grammes each, and one as much as 14
kilogrammes.

Spring sowing is now in full swing in
the Tarim Basin. This year the P.LL.A.
is concentrating on grain, cotton and
edible oils. Livestock farming has also
begun, although the new venture meant
bringing the cattle a long way, from
north of the Tienshan Mountains.

With so much of the land reclaimed,
a motor road extending 135 kilometres
and the first bridge across the Tarim
have been built, a new town has arisen
in yesterday's wilderness — Alar. In Alar
today there are government offices,
factories, shops, a hospital and clinic,
schools, clubs, restaurants, etc. The
P.L.A. farms here run their own news-
papers and agro-technical schools and
there is an agricultural college on the
northern bank of the Tarim River to train
technicians for all the farms.

Underground Water for Farming

Although China is rich in water re-
sources for her agriculture, there are
still some 200 million mu of cultivated
land and about 1,000 million mu of
pastureland which lack adequate surface
watering, according to the Ministry of
Agriculture. In these places the tapping
of underground water is an essential
solution. But even in places where there
is an abundance of surface irrigation, the
tapping of subterfanean springs is im-
portant, if only to ensure regular irriga-
tion in all weather conditions.

With this in view, the Ministry of
Agriculture recently held a conference in

Shantung Province to review the work
done in this field and to devise measures
for further tapping underground water
for irrigation. The conference disclosed
that in 1958 a total of three million
wells were sunk in the country and that
total farmlands irrigated by water drawn
from underground sources was increased
to 18 times the area before liberation.
This means that about one-third of the
irrigated land in the country depends on
subterranean waler for irrigation.

The conference was attended by rep-
resentatives from all over China who
took the opportunity to exchange ex-
periences. The deft use of water was
one of the keys to increasing production
last year. Take Shantung Province, the
host to the conference, for example.
Although rainfall last year here was
nearly 50 per cent less than in previous
vears, it managed to double the output
of grain, cotton and groundnuts over
1957, thanks to the utilization of under-
ground water.

To enable all people’s communes to
make full use of underground water
for farming, the conference laid emphasis
on developing smaller projects. For one
thing they are more economical to run
and for another, easier to handle.

Meanwhile, factories in all parts of the
country have been producing more
irrigation equipment for the people’s
communes. Pumps and various kinds
of engines for irrigation purposes run-
ning to some two-thirds of a million horse-
power came off the assembly lines last
month. Much of this will replace water-
wheels and other non-mechanized means
of lifting water, as part of the effort to
accelerate the technical revolution in
agriculture.

Tibetan Women Leaders

Gyaum Sonong Droma, the mother of
Panchen Erdeni and a member of the
Patriolic Women’s Association in Shi-
gatse, and Ngapo Tsirten Choga, Vice-
Chairman of the Preparatory Committee
of the Association of Patriotic Women
of Tibet, and the wife of Ngapo
Ngawang-Jigme, Vice-Chairman and Sec-
retary-General of the Preparatory Com-
mittee for the Autonomous Region of
Tibet, were received in Peking by
President Tsai Chang and Vice-Presidents
Teng Ying-chao and Kang Ke-ching
of the National Women's Federation
last Tuesday. Ngapo Tsirten Choga report-
ed on the work of the women’s organiza-
tion in Lhasa. She said that with Com-
munist Party leadership and the guidance
of the National Women's Federation the
Preparatory Committee for the Associa-
tion of Patriotic Women of Tibet would
actively develop all fields of work to help
realize democratic reforms in Tibet.
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Tsai Chang spoke on the principles
which should guide women’s work in
Tibet and asked Ngapo Tsirten Choga to
act for Yashi Tsering Droma, the Chair-
man of the Women's Preparatory Com-
mittee, pending her return to China.
Yashi Tsering Droma accompanied the
Dalai Lama to India when he was
abducted out of the country.

Builders of the New Tibet

At the Central Institute for Nationali-
ties on the western outskirts of Peking
more than a hundred Tibetan students
are graduating this summer. They have
become, and rightly so, the cynosure of
the whole school, for these young men
and women will soon be returning home
to help build the democratic and social-
ist, new Tibet which today represents
the ideal of the overwhelming majority
of the Tibetlan people.

When they left their homes a few years
ago to come to Peking to study, Tibet
was a region of social and economic
stagnation dominated by reactionary
serf-owners. Now they are going back to
a Tibet in the throes of rebirth and re-
form which will eventually lead the
Tibetans to enjoy a life of political and
economic freedom like the rest of China.
To wish them success, the {eachers and
fellow students splashed the walls of the

classrooms and the dormitories with
auspicious scarlet paper dazibao, writ-
ten in all the languages of the two

scores of nationalities represented at the
institute, encouraging them to put their
talents and training to the best use for
the cause of the motherland. Hata were
exchanged and the institute organized a
grand valedictory party for the graduates.
Most of the graduates
families of working people. Not a few
of them were formerly serfs. Liberation
delivered them from slavery and now with
their education they are going back to
the region of their birth to help others
also attain their emancipation. A month
or so ago when the armed rebellion,
launched by some of the oppressors of
these students, broke out they at once
asked the school authorities to be allowed
to take part in the effort to rebuild
Tibet. Now their chance has come.
Since its founding in 1951, a total of
1,300 students of Tibetan nationality have
been enrolled at the institute. About 400
of them have since graduated. Some have
returned to Tibet to work while others
have continued their studies in other in-
stitutes of higher learning in Peking, at
the Peking Agricultural University and
Peking Medical College, for example.
Meanwhile, in Lhasa, a new primary
school, Lhasa No. 3, was opened a fort-
night ago with more than 400 new
pupils, mostly from families of workers,

came from
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Tibelan women sifling qiugkc barley

shopkeepers, and other ordinary people.
Quite a few of them are orphans. In
days gone by reactionary members of
the upper classes in Tibet could, and
did, make it quile unpleasant for the
ordinary people to try to send their
children to school. With the quelling of
the rebellion in Lhasa a great number

of parents want to send their -chil-
dren to school. Lhasa No. 3 Primary
School was set up to meet this
demand. It is reported that another new

school, Lhasa Primary School No. 4, will
soon be opened to make education more
easily available to the Lhasans.

Tiching Points the Way

Tiching is the name of one of the nine
autonomous chou set up for compact
Tibetan communities outside Tibet. Of
these nine autonomous chou, two are in
Szechuan Province, which lies to the east
of Tibet; five are in Chinghai Province,
to its north; and another one lies still
further east, in Kansu Province. Tiching
is in Yunnan Province, occupying the
northern part that borders Szechuan
Province and the Chamdo Area of Tibet.

An autonomous chou is an administra-
tive sub-division inhabited by a compact
national minority or several national mi-
norities, larger than a county and smaller
than a province. All of these Tibetan
autonomous chou have prospered since
the introduction of democratic reforms
which did much to set free the productive
forces of large numbers of former sarfs.
With the great energy born of the new
freedom, the working people of these
Tibetan autonomous chou, like people in
other parts of the country, took giant
strides forward in the big leap forward
of 1958 too. Tiching is a case in point.

The Tiching Tibetan Autonomous Chou
began its democratic reforms early last

Woodcut in colour by Li Huang-min

year, in response to the demand of the
peasants and herdsmen who form the
great majority of the population. Tibetan
toilers were given land to own, work on
and support themselves. As free men,
they worked with a purpose and will,
giving their all to produce the biggest
crops now that they could enjoy the fruits
of their own labour. In their first har-
vest, output for the whole chou went up
by 35 per cent in 1958, with an average
income of some 760 jin of grain per person.
This meant that for the first time every
Tibetan had enough grain to last him
the whole year.

When they learnt how their Han broth-
ers in other parts of the province and
various parts of the countiry raised pro-
duction by forming mutual-aid teams first
and co-operatives after receiving land,
they followed suit. They have organized
farm co-ops of the advanced type and even
people’s communes in some places.

Spring sowing began early this year
and cotton is growing for the first time
on 7,000 mu of land. The peasanis are
busy working on the fields planted to
gingke barley and rice. In previous yvears
more than half of the land was never
fertilized; this year the peasants took
great care to feed their land with enough
water and manure. Instead of wooden
ploughs they are wusing double-share
ploughs, and like their Han brothers they
have also adopted some of the key mea-
sures to raise production, such as deep
ploughing and building waler conservancy
projects to irrigate their land.

New prosperity in agriculture has also
brought industry to the Tibetans. Modest,
small factories and mines have come into
existence. And for the first time in their
history Tibetans are producing iron, cop-
per, lead, electricity, woollen and cotton
fabrics, ete. and raising their standards
of living.



Economic Theory

The Relations Between Industry and
Agriculture, and Heavy and Light Industry

by HSU LI-CHUN

OMRADE Mao Tse-tung says in On Contradiction:
“All opposite elements are like this: because of cer-
tain conditions, they are on the one hand opposed to each
other and on the other hand they are interconnected, inter-
penetrating, interpermeating and interdependent; this
character is called identity. All contradictory aspects, be-
cause of certain conditions, are characterized by non-
identity, hence they are spoken of as contradictory. But
they are also characterized by identity, hence they are
interconnected. When Lenin says that dialectics studies
‘how the opposites can be and how they become identical,’
he is referring to such a state of affairs.” A study of the
above passage is essential to an understanding of the
“principle of walking on two legs.”

Industry and agriculture are the two most important
branches of the national economy. They are interdependent;
social production is just impossible without either of them.

On the other hand, industry and agriculture are also
contradictory to each other. In capitalist society this con-
tradiction has manifested itself most acutely. Capital,
Lenin said, has freed agriculture from the feudal system
but “capitalism has not only failed to remove the con-
tradiction between industry and agriculture; on the con-
trary, it has still further extended and sharpened it. Agri-
culture is being more and more borne down by the yoke
of capital, which is formed primarily in the sphere of
trade and industry.” He also pointed out that “the de-
velopment of agriculture lags behind that of industry. This
is characteristic of all capitalist countries and is one of
the most important causes of the disproportion in the
development of the different branches of national economy,
of crises, and of the high cost of living.” And such a
phenomenon is reflected in bourgeois economics. As Lenin
noted: “The most common idea to be formed in bourgeois
political economy . . . is that of contrasting industry with
agriculture.”

Under capitalism, the contrast between industry and
agriculture, city and countryside, is a logical and inevi-
table phenomenon. Its economic basis, i.e. the private
ownership of the means of production, is eliminated as
soon as the socialist system is founded. However, it would
be wrong to think that under socialism contradiction be-
tween industry and agriculture ceases to exist. Under
socialism, this contradiction still exists although its nature
is fundamentally different from that under capitalism.
Under capitalism, where the city exploits the countryside
and industry exploits agriculture, the contradictions be-
tween them are antagonistic in nature; whereas under
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socialism, the city and countryside, induslry and agricul-
ture, are interdependent, giving impetus to each other, and
their contradictions are not antagonistic in nature. That
is because capitalist private ownership divides the pro-
ducers of commodities, creates antagonism and competition
between them and causes a state of anarchy, while social-
ist public ownership combines the production units in in-
dustry and agriculture into the integrated whole of a
planned national economy so that they all serve a unified
purpose.

OW is it that under socialism industry and agriculture
are interdependent and also stand in contradiction to
each other?

Under socialism, generally speaking, the dependence
of industry on agriculture is mainly manifest in the fact
that industrial development calls for a supply of food
from agriculture to the industrial population which is
rapidly increasing and for a supply of raw materials from
agriculture for industry which grows daily. The depend-
ence of agriculture on industry is mainly manifest in the
fact that industry is required to supply agriculture with
technical equipment for the latter’s mechanization and
electrification, with chemical fertilizers, insecticides, etc.
This is how industry, under socialism, makes agricultural
development a condition for its own development and
vice versa.

Contradictions belween industry and agriculture can
be manifest in many aspects. For instance, within a cer-
tain period of time, they come under public ownership and
collective ownership respectively; the labour productivity
of industry is high while that of agriculture is low, etc.
Here we shall put the stress of our discussion on the con-
tradiction between the tempo of industrial development
and that of agricultural development, for it is only when
this contradiction is correctly handled that we will be
able to develop the social productive forces rapidly, and
thus help bring about the solution of other contradictions
most effectively.

From the metaphysical viewpoint or in the eyes of
those who “prefer to walk on one leg alone,” the tempo
of industrial development and that of agricultural develop-
ment, which are two opposites, are mutually exclusive or
are opposed to each other. Since we are to develop in-
dustry rapidly, they maintain, we must devote as much
manpower, material and financial resources as possible
to industry, heavy industry in particular, and must even
use funds indispensable to agricultural development to in-
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crease accumulation for financing industrial advance. The
result of doing this is that although there will be a fairly
rapid development of industry within a short period of
time, the supply of food and raw materials from agricul-
ture will inevitably lag behind. In their opinion, the
solution of the problems of a backward agriculture is pos-
sible only when industry is able to supply agriculture with
large quantities of equipment for its mechanization. Hence
the conclusion that the only way out is to develop in-
dustry still more rapidly. Those holding such a view,
although they admit, in the abstract, the importance of
agricultural development, actually think that for a con-
siderable length of time agriculture will just have to re-
main backward, that is, it is possible to “walk on one leg
alone.” If things were done in their way, the develop-
ment of agriculture and light industry would be very slow.
This would not only affect the source of accumulation but
also the raising of the people’s living standards; in this
connection, although heavy indusiry makes progress,
actually it is not really rapid.

HE principle of “walking on two legs” is based on rev-

olutionary dialectics. According to this principle, the
tempo of industrial development and that of agricultural
development are opposed to each other or are mutually
exclusive but are also interpermeating. Since industry is
the principal aspect of the contradiction, more manpower,
material and financial resources should be devoted to it
so as to facilitate its development as rapidly as possible.
But we must not think that agricultural development is
of no importance to industrial development, nor must we
think that only industry stimulates agricultural progress
and not vice versa. Industry and agriculture must be
developed in proper proportion. Agricultural development
not only ensures the supply of raw materials and food
needed in industrial development but also accumulates
more funds, and provides industry with a larger market,
thereby pushing forward industrial development at a still
quicker pace.

Especially noteworthy is the fact that in a country like
ours, where the agricultural population numbers more
than 500 million, the importance of agricultural develop-
ment to industrial development is all the more obvious.
In our country, the 500 million-odd peasants are the closest
ally of the working class and are a very great force. This
is so in the revolutionary struggles in the country and
also in our struggles for economic construction. In order
to successfully fulfil all the major political and economic
tasks in our country, it is necessary to mobilize the initi-
ative of this great ally fully. So long as agriculture in the
country makes great progress, China's heavy industrial
production (especially the production of agricultural
machinery, chemical fertilizers, fuels, means of transport,
building materials, etc.) and light industrial production,
with the world’s biggest domestic market at their disposal
and powerfully backed by the world’'s biggest army of
labour (including the supply of food, raw materials and
funds accumulation), will also make very great progress.
Events of the last few years, step by step, have borne
out this truth. In 1953 and 1956, industry in our country
registered remarkable increases. In 1953, total industrial
output value, including that of the handicrafts, increased
by 31.7 per cent; in 1956 by 31 per cent. In both cases
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this growth was closely related to the bumper agricultural
harvests in the year preceding each. The great leap for-
ward in industry, agriculture and other fields of construc-
tion in our country was initiated by the big leap forward
in agriculture in the winter of 1957 and the spring of
1958. The big leap forward in agriculture and the high
tide of the founding of people’s communes pushed for-
ward the progress of industry at a still higher speed, and
led to the great victory of doubling steel output in
1958, thus laying the foundation for a further big leap
forward in industry and agriculture in the days to come.
The principle of simultaneous development of industry and
agriculture, i.e. the principle of “walking on two legs,”
is, therefore, intended to make full use of the impetus that
industry and agriculture give to each other, to mobilize
fully the initiative of the more than 500 million peasants
in our country so as to ensure the progress of economic
construction in the country at top speed.

This principle of the simultaneous development of in-
dustry and agriculture is applicable to the rural people’s
communes as well. If the importance of the industrializa-
tion of the communes is ignored, it will retard the tempo
of the industrialization of the country; but if an excessive
amount of manpower, material and financial resources is
devoted to commune-run industry, it will impair agricultural
development and, as a result, will in turn impair the very
industrialization of the communes. Facts have borne out
that only when there is a leap forward in agriculture will
it be possible for the communes to transfer more man-
power and funds from agriculture to industry.

The principle of the simultaneous development of in-
dustry and agriculture is based on giving priority
to the development of heavy industry. Closely connected
with this principle is the principle of the simultaneous
development of heavy and light industries on the basis
of giving priority to the development of heavy industry.
These two principles have the following implications:
First, in handling the relations between indusiry and agri-
culture, while ensuring their simultaneous development,
it is necessary to see to it that industry will play the
leading role; second, as far as industry is concerned, while
ensuring the simultaneous development of heavy and light
industries, it is necessary to see to it that heavy industry
will play the leading role.

THESE two principles are closely connected with each
other because, first of all, there is something common
to the contradictions these two principles are to resolve —
both are aimed at solving the question of how to fulfil the
task of socialist economic construction in our country at
a high speed, and also at solving the contradiction between
speedy construction and the constant raising of the peo-
ple’s living standards. Secondly, because the development
of light industry is inseparable from agricultural develop-
ment, and in our country 80 per cent of the raw materials
for light industry is derived from agriculture.

To give priority to the development of heavy industry
is to ensure the priority increase of the production of
capital goods so that the branch producing means of pro-
duction (Department I) will grow faster than the branch
producing consumer goods (Department II). The priority
growth of Department I is the foundation for expanded
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reproduction — this is an objective economic law. Only
when more and better tools and raw materials are available
is it possible for all productive branches to employ more
up-to-date techniques, raise labour productivity and turn
out more and better products. Without a great develop-
ment of heavy industry, mechanization and electrification
of agriculture is out of the question; similarly, full devel-
opment of light industry will also be impossible since it
is in no position to improve and increase its machinery.

But at the same time, we must not ignore the pro-
portion that ought to be maintained between the develop-
ment of production in Department I and Department II
and develop the production of capital goods on an exces-
sive scale and at too fast a speed. For this will make the
production of consumer goods fail to increase correspond-
ingly due to lack of manpower, material and finan-
cial resources or even cause it to drop and reduce the con-
sumption level of the masses. This would result in people
being unable to buy more consumer goods from the market
with the amount of wages increased by the growth of
production in Department I. In this case, the aim of so-
cialist expanded reproduction, which is to raise the wel-
fare of the entire working people, will be impaired and
it will also be impossible to expand the production of
capital goods further. Therefore, it is a mistake of one-
sidedness to overstress the significance of heavy industry
and ignore the significance of a proper development of light
industry in the acceleration of the tempo of construction.
In actual fact, the development of light industrial pro-
duction can not only accumulate funds quickly, but, be-
cause of the increase in the output of consumer goods and
the raising of the people’s living standards, is also con-
ducive to enhancing the enthusiasm of the masses in so-
cialist construction. This is, of course, a very favourable
factor in accelerating the tempo of construction.

Of course, if too much manpower, material and finan-
cial resources are devoted to the production of consumer
goods, the magnitude of expanded reproduction will also
be reduced, the tempo of industrial development retarded,
and the development of the national economy as a whole
will also be slowed down. This is incompatible with the
desire of the whole population for a speedy fulfilment of
socialist construction. In the last analysis, the aim of

raising the welfare of the entire working people will also
be impaired.

Production in Department I and Department II are,
therefore, determined by each other; one-sided, excessive
and too rapid a development of either of the two depart-
ments will lead to dislocation and destroy the proper pro-
portion and finally lead in the opposite direction: instead
of producing more, it will produce less and instead of a
rapid development there will be a slow one.

HE problem is, therefore, to work out the proper pro-

portion between the development of production in the
two departments so as to ensure not only an expanded
reproduction at high speed but also the constant raising
of the people’s living standards. That is the task that
the principle of simultaneous development of heavy and
light industries is to resolve. Here it is necessary to make

correct use of the law of planned and proportionate
development.

8

Naturally, the law of planned and proportionate de-
velopment is by no means a fixed mathematical formula,
for quite a few proportions allow a certain amount of
flexibility and these relations of proportion per se also
change with changes in the conditions of production.
Besides, the level of political consciousness of the people
is another important condition. When the political con-
sciousness of the people is high and their labour drive
is high, the target for increased production can also be
made higher. Even when certain imbalances temporarily
come to the fore in the course of implementing the ad-
vanced targets, as long as the masses summon up their
drive to the utmost, a new balance can be easily and
readily achieved. However, we must not thus under-
estimate the decisive significance of the law of planned
and proportionate development. For if one thinks that man
can do all the things he wishes and completely deny the
objective nature of the law, one is prone to become a
captive of idealism. In short, we must make correct use
of this law if we are to really make rapid advance.

In capitalist countries, the contradiction between
accumulation and consumption is antagonistic; capitalist
expanded reproduction is carried out on the basis of
ruthless exploitation of the working masses. Under cap-
italism, the proportion of development between industry
and agriculture, heavy and light industries, is adjusted
by a spontaneous process in the market; there, planned
development is impossible. That is why all sorts of im-
balances, upsets and crises are recurrent under capitalism.
Planned and proportionate development is only possible
under socialism. Therefore, the socialist system is the foun-
dation on which it is possible for us to adopt the principle
of “walking on two legs.”

Y adopting the principle of “walking on two legs” in

dealing with the relations between industry and agri-
culture, heavy and light industries, we are able to organize
the great forces of 500 million-odd peasants in our country
in socialist construction and, with the development of
construction, constantly raise the people’s living standards.
In this way, we are able really to achieve our aim of get-
ting greater, quicker, better and more economical results
in building socialism. Contrariwise, by “walking on one
leg alone,” we will never fulfil this aim.

In short, in order to develop industry, it is necessary
to develop agriculture simultaneously on the basis of giving
priority to heavy industry. Developing agriculture thus
means developing industry. In order to develop heavy
industry, it is necessary to develop light industry proper-
ly and simultaneously. Developing light industry thus
means developing heavy industry. In dealing with China’s
path to industrialization, Comrade Mao Tse-tung has men-
tioned these dialectical relations of development. “With
the development of agriculture and light industry,” he
said, “heavy industry will be assured of its market and
funds, and thus grow faster. Hence what may seem to
be a slower pace of industrialization is actually not so,
and indeed the tempo may even be quickened.”

(Abridged translation of the second part of the article
“On the Principle of Walking on Two Legs” published in
“Hongqi,” No. 6, 1959.)
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People’s Communes

Spot News from Rural Communes

by OUR CORRESPONDENT

ANY changes have taken place in the work and life

of the people’s communes since they were established

last year. Deeper probing of the potentialities of this new

form of social organization has further proved its vast

capacity to increase production, with consequent improve-

ments in members’ lives. Many commune leaders were

present as deputies to the National People’s Congress at

its recent session. I took the opportunity of asking three

of them about recent developments. They gave enthusiastic
answers.

Lu Hung-pin, a national model peasant and a deputy
to the N.P.C. for a second term, spoke mainly about the
advantages which the people’s commune has over the
agricultural co-op in increasing farm production. Lu first
led a 6-household mutual-aid team in Chuhsien, Shantung
Province, 11 years ago. The team later developed into
a farm co-op, a collective farm, and then last July merged
with other co-ops to form the Aiguo (Patriotic) People’s
Commune. Lu, now 48 years old, heads the commune.
It has 10,500 households with 47,000 people and lies in
the semi-mountainous area of southern Shantung Province.
Before liberation yields on the present commune’s farm-
land were so poor that they could not support the farmers
trying to scrape a living on them. Many were leaving
in despair for other areas.

Lu put down the start of the people’s commune to
the fact that “just like the switch over from the mutual-
aid team to the farm co-op, the new organization was a
direct development of the expanding productive forces on
the farms. We needed more ‘eclbow room,” greater pos-
sibilities in harnessing together labour power, land and
other natural resources. Without the people’s commune 1
don’t see how we could solve the problems of using the
land more rationally, of diversifying our economy to in-
clude the sort of industrial production we have now and
prepare for mechanization.” I asked him to give some
specific examples to illustrate his meaning.

New Production Possibilities

The Aiguo Commune was formed by merging 30 farm
co-ops; it has 100,000 mu of land suitable for wheat, maize,
kaoliang (sorghum), groundnuts and cotton. According to
soil conditions it would have been better for one co-op
to plant more cotton and another more groundnuts. But
though the co-ops in general could roughly use most of
their soil for the crops best suited to it, adherence to the
principle of making the best use of every plot of land
was not possible for them. Now, with unified commune
management, this can be done.

For the same reason the commune has also been able
to make big strides in afforestation. Two former co-ops,
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which are now parts of the commune, had two-thirds of
their land in terraced fields on mountain slopes. As co-
ops, on their own, they planted grain crops on this land;
the harvests were meagre. Their members knew quite
well that the terraced fields could be better used to grow
fruit trees, which can bring in a much higher income per
mu, but it takes at least five years for orchards to start
giving a return after saplings are planted. They couldn’t
afford to make the change. They didn't have the capital
or reserves needed. Now, the commune has planted large
numbers of apple, peach, pear and persimmon saplings as
well as medicinal herbs on this land. With its bigger
reserves, it can afford to wait for bigger returns on its
investment.

The commune, with its pooled resources, has worked
out an overall plan for the use of land suited for affores-
tation; tree nurseries have been created and the com-
mune now has 250,000 fruit trees and over 300,000 timber
trees.

The co-ops would also have liked to go in for pig-
breeding in a big way but they found they didn't have
enough people with the skill and veterinary knowledge to
run large-scale piggeries. The commune, however, has
been able to help its production brigades and teams to
build a large number of pigsties. It has also trained over
60 persons in disease-prevention and artificial insemina-
tion to staff 9 veterinary stations. It has trebled the
number of its pigs, from 4,000 to 12,000.

The people’s commune has been able to push ahead
water conservancy work on an even bigger scale than
before. A long ditch has been dug. This flows through
several former co-ops and carries water power to a dozen
new water mills and three hydro-electric stations with a
combined capacity of 100 kw. The electricity produced
is used mainly to operate mills, pumps and machines.
Hundreds of draught animals which were used to turn
mills have been relieved for other jobs. The ditch also
irrigates another 30,000 mu. This multiple-purpose pro-
ject which stores water, irrigates, generates power and
runs machines is a pioneer of similar future projects.

Before they fused into the commune, only one of
the 30 co-ops had any industry to speak of. That co-op
made only a few things like small farm tools, bricks and
tiles, lime, etc. Now the Aiguo Commune has a machine

CHINESE WEIGHTS and MEASURES at a GLANCE

1 mu=0.06 hectare or 0.1647 acre
1 dan (picul)=0.05 ton or 0.984 hundredweight
1 jin=0.5 kilogramme or 1.1023 pounds




repair plant and produces small machines. Among other
industrial activities, it smelts iron, mines coal and makes
its own cement.

After giving this glimpse of the production side of
commune life, Lu Hung-pin touched on what it had given
its members in the way of benefits.

Commune members get free meals in the community
dining-rooms, while nurseries and kindergartens take care
of the children. This freed a great number of women
from most household chores and enabled them to take
part in industrial and agricultural work. Commune
members get a monthly wage and have two or three rest
days each month. There are many kinds of recreations
and club activities.

The Aiguo Commune made a big leap forward in 1958,
Its average per-mu yield of food crops more than doubled
that of the year before. Lu Hung-pin, however, was
positive that this was only the start of the leap forward.
Aiguo members, he said, are working for even bigger
increases this year.

Welfare Amenities

Xinmin People’s Commune is on the fertile Chengtu
plain in Hsinfan County, in the southwestern province
of Szechuan and it enjoys rather exceptional conditions,
I was told by its young chairman, Lo Shih-fa. All its
22,500 mu of land are irrigated land. It could reap three
crops a year but, for purposes of rotation, its chief crop,
rice, is planted only twice a year. Its other crops are
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rapeseed, wheat and sugar cane.
six tractors.

It ploughs with its own

Lo Shih-fa spoke with enthusiasm about the natural
advantages the Xinmin Commune enjoyed, but he was at
pains to impress on me that soil, climate and irrigation
conditions were the same before liberation. It was only
after liberation that as a result of the land reform, the
co-op movement, and now the commune, the peasants
really began to enjoy and enhance these benefits.

The commune vegetable gardens and rice-fields ensure
adequate supplies for the community dining-rooms where
members get their free meals. Nurseries and kindergartens
are open to all children. As a result of these services and
dining-rooms, two-fifths of the able-bodied women who
could not take full-time work before are now working
regularly at suitable jobs. Women members have four
rest days each month, while their men colleagues get two.
At childbirth a mother gets 50 days’ paid maternity leave
and specially nutritious food.

Eighteen doctors and medical workers of both the
Western and traditional schools staff the communal hospital
and the seven local clinics. The commune pays all
medical expenses of members injured at work. In other

cases, it defrays one-fifth of the members’ expenses for
medicines.

Doubling the average per-mu output of its paddyfields
last year was one reason that enabled the Xinmin Com-
mune to go ahead with its new housing project. It built
120 rooms, some flats and some two-storied buildings of
brick and wood. The commune’s hydro-electric power
station gives them electric lighting.

A National Minority Commune

Mammat Hawul is a strongly built young Uighur,
just turned thirty-one. He is a brigade leader in the
Jiefang (Liberation) People’s Commune in the westernmost
part of China, Shufu County near Kashgar in the Sin-
kiang Uighur Autonomous Region. Both his grandfather
and father toiled all their lives for the local landlords and
they died without even a roof over their heads or an inch
of soil of their own. He was orphaned at seven and there
was nothing to do but to follow in his father’s steps. For
many years as he himself expressed it, he “worked like
a serf.,” He was a shepherd looking after the landlord’s
sheep and goals. Liberation changed his whole life. He
got land and a room. In 1952 he joined a mutual-aid team.
Two years laler, the team became a co-op and he was
elected chairman. The co-op, which had expanded to
embrace a thousand people and was of the advanced type
—a colleclive farm, became one brigade of the Jiefang
Commune when this was formed last year.

The commune has fertile soil; it grows wheat, rice,
maize, cotton, sesame and many kinds of fruits such as
the famous Hami melons, peaches, apricots, pears, apples
and grapes. Mammat’s brigade increased its grain out-
put 70 per cent last year and its total income went up
85 per cent.

With such results Mammat was understandably excit-
ed about the possibilities of the commune system. “During
the harvest and sowing last autumn,” he said, “everyone
who could do anything took part in the work. We gathered
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in the crops a whole month
ahead of schedule. Wheat
sowing called for much more
work because of close plant-
ing and doubling the amount
of fertilizer, but we got
the whole job done by carly
October instead of Novem-
ber as was usual in the past.
When we were a co-op, we
ploughed only two-fifths of
the land to a depth of 10
centimetres. Last year we
ploughed all the land that
needed to be ploughed to a
depth of from 20 to 30 cen-
timetres.”

In a commune nursery

In addition to its farm work, the commune has set
up many small industrial units including a lime kiln, a
farm tool repair workshop and several workshops making
chemical fertilizers by indigenous methods. Construction
of three small hydro-electric stations will soon be com-
pleted. Most of the side-occupations done by women
members are now on a permanent basis. They raise more
poultry, breed silkworms, make flower hats for sale and
SO on.

The high-speed growth of production last year is
already making itsell felt in the cultural and technical

Record Tree-Planting

More Forests,

Woodcut by Tien Kun-ngo

fields. Mammat’s commune has seven amateur song and
dance groups, and several clubs and reading-rooms. It is
preparing to establish agricultural and technical schools.
It has regular primary schools and spare-time literacy
classes,

“When 1 left for Peking to attend the National People’s
Congress,” Mammat recalled, “my brigade members told
me to tell the delegates about the happy life they are lead-
ing, to thank the Communist Party and Chairman Mao
and give a pledge that they would work even harder to
build socialism.” He did just that in his speech to Congress.

More Timber

by LI FANG

Through cloud and fog to the mountain top,
Planting ash-trees in the nmew-dug earth,
Our trees will grow non-stop,
Three years — and the barren mountains will be clad
in mirth.
— A new folk song of Shensi Province

A tremendous amount of afforestation has been done
in China in the past nine years or so. This year the scale
will be bigger than ever. By mid-April more than 230
million mu of land had been afforested and 26,500 million
trees planted near houses, around villages and along roads
and riverbanks. Many large tracts of barren mountains
and wasteland were quickly planted with trees.

Big Leap in 1958

All this exceeded the pace of the work last year, which
was already very high. In 1958, 400 million mu were
afforested, twice as much as in the eight previous years,
and apart from this 30,000 million additional trees were
planted. The forward spurt was the result of the
enthusiastic response of the whole people to the call of
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the Communist Party last year to double China’s forest
area within a decade. In the Autonomous Chou for the
Miao and Tung Peoples in Southeast Kweichow, surrounded
by serried ranges of mountains, a million people turned
out to afforest the barren slopes. Altogether 11 million
mu of new forest were created, an average of 49 mu per
household.

In the national effort to “turn the country green”
the boundaries of people’s communes and of counties and
towns have been disregarded. In Hopei Province, more
than 1.5 million people in the plains and semi-mountain
areas went to help afforest the mountains.

The people, infused with a strong will to conquer
nature, did many things that were once thought impos-
sible. In Chitung County, Hunan Province, more than
20,000 mu of rocky mountains were afforested by using
explosives to open holes in the rocks and filling them with
good soil that had been hauled up.

China has 1,600 million mu of desert, mostly in the
north and northwest, where the people had suffered for
generations. The work of afforesting the desert too has
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progressed greatly in recent years. Shelter belts planted
in the western part of the northeast, Inner Mongolia,
Shensi and Kansu have grown well, begun to hold back
the shifting sands and reduced the damage from wind
and sandstorms. Last year aircraft was successfully used
to sow some desert areas in Kansu and north Shensi with
plants which grow quickly in the desert and check the
advance of the sands. A shelter belt of more than 1,600
kilometres is being planted in north Kansu, which adjoins
the Tengri Desert. It passes sixteen cities, starting from
Tunhuang and stretching eastward along the line of the
Great Wall to Kulang County. The “Green Great Wall”
which is taking shape will protect farms, villages, water-
courses and roads from sandstorms.

The big leap in afforestation in 1958 was marked by
a new development — the campaign for faster growth and
higher yields. It used to be thought that Chinese firs
would take 30 years to mature for felling. But in Kwei-
chow, Fukien and Hunan it was found that they matured
in ten or fifteen years if properly cultivated. Through
careful cultivation, tea-oil trees (Thea Oleosa) too could
produce increased amounts of oil per mu. This served
to increase the people’s confidence. A campaign for faster
growth and higher yields was launched last year in
various provinces in the south, in the cultivation of
Chinese firs, Phyllostachys Edulis and tea-oil trees on
a large scale. This was followed by successful cultiva-
tion, in the north, of fast-growing and high-yielding
poplars, Paulownia Fortunei, larches and walnut trees.
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In some places, for instance, a single walnut tree could
yield 1,000 jin.

The experience of 1958 led to the summing up of six
basic measures for afforestation: 1. planting the right
species in the right places; 2. preparing the soil with great
care; 3. sowing better seeds and fostering sturdy saplings;
4. planting at appropriately close distances; 5. nurturing
and protecting the young stands; 6. reform of tools.
Irrigation and fertilizer are also needed for fast growth
and high yields. These measures, so important to speed-
ing and bettering China’s afforestation, are being widely
practised this spring.

Lumbering Industry

Along with the big leap in afforestation, the lumber-
ing industry also made a big stride forward last year.
National timber production in 1958 increased 25.5 per cent
over 1957. This big increase was due to the implementa-
tion of the policy of “walking on two legs.” This means
integrating all-round development of forests with ex-
ploitation of major forest areas; giving equal importance
to state- and commune-run tree plantations; integration
of manual labour with mechanization and of year-round
with seasonal production in the lumbering industry.

To make full use of timber resources, energetic efforts
have been made to utilize felling and processing waste
to make fibre-board. Every ton of fibre-board saves 5.7
cubic metres of timber.

Forest by-products have also been fully used. For
this purpose a mass movement to develop forest chemical
industry has been launched in the mountain areas. Fac-
tories set up by people’s communes in the mountain areas
of Chekiang Province are producing aromatic oils, glucose,
artificial silk and cotton.

With the area sown to farm crops gradually reduced
as per-mu yields increase, more land will be available for
afforestation. But as trees take years to mature, the job
of afforestation, with the final goal of “making the land
a garden,” must be accelerated. This year’s work of
afforestation centres on the campaign for faster growth
and higher yields. At the same time, afforestation of
barren mountains, wasteland and deserts will be ex-
pedited. Felled areas will be replanted in time. All
timber-deficient provinces, counties and pecople’s com-
munes will plant timber-yielding trees to rapidly achieve
self-sufficiency and even a surplus of timber. They will
also make energetic efforts to plant oil-bearing and other
industrial-crop trees. More trees will be planted in
residential areas, and along roads and rivers.

This year, in order to fill the growing needs of timber
in economic construction, new forest areas will be ex-
ploited, in addition to those in the northeast, Inner Mon-
golia, the southwest and northwest, where lumbering is
already going on. In central-south and east China, and
some parts of the southwest, distant forests in many places
will be pressed into service to meet local timber needs.
Mechanization and semi-mechanization will be promoted
in the state-run logging bases in major forest areas to
speed the technical re-equipment of China’s lumbering
industry.
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Workers Write Factory Histories

by CHUNG HO

Chinese workers in many factories and mines are begin-
ning to write the histories of their enterprises. The idea is
catching on throughout the country. Communes and army
units too are recording their stories. The following describes
how this movement got started in the port city of Tientsin
and some of its initial results. — Ed.

TIENTSIN began the writing of its factory histories in

the spring of last year. There was then a movement on
to educate the workers in communist ideas. Many veteran
workers described how they had been exploited and
oppressed in the old society and how they had fought
against their oppressors. The new workers who entered
the factories only after the liberation and knew little
about working-class life in the old days found these stories
a useful education. This led the Communist Party Com-
mittee in Tientsin’s textile industry to the idea of retell-
ing these stories in the form of series of pictures which
could be put up for exhibition.

The No. 3 Cotton Mill was the first to hold such an
exhibition. It produced astonishing results. There was
a greater feeling of unity between new and old workers.
Absenteeism was reduced. The number of sub-standard
products decreased. Seeing these results, other mills
followed suit with like results.

The general response to these exhibilions was
enthusiastic. The first day its exhibition went up in the
No. 3 Mill, its organizers got scores of suggestions from
workers to have the picture stories turned into written
histories, plays and films. One letter said: “It helps to
clean away the cobwebs in your head when you think of
the past and compare it with the present.” The old work-
ers were even keener on the idea. One suggesied: “Make
it a rule for apprentices to study the mill’'s history the
moment they come to the mill. Then they will know how
workers suffered in the past.”

Writing by the Masses

This was also the time when the movement for “writ-
ing by the masses” was being launched. When the Tientsin
Branch of the Union of Chinese “Writers heard of these
exhibitions, it sent four editors of New Harbour, a literary
monthly it published, to the No. 3 Cotton Mill to see if
there was any possibility of organizing the workers to do
some writing. This initiative immediately won the sup-
port of the Communist Party Committee of Tientsin and
of the Union of Chinese Writers, and many factories got
interested.

But who were to write these industrial histories? The
conservative-minded immediately demanded: “Get us some
writers quick!” This seemed the natural thing to do but
on second thoughts it was obviously impractical. There
just weren't enough professional writers to go around and
even if there were, little acquainted as they are with the
life and the past of the workers, the question of how they
would do the job was still unanswered. Life itself solved
this problem.
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While the question of how to write the factory histories
was still being discussed, a number of old workers visited
the exhibitions and there on the spot recounted story after
story to groups of interested listeners. One old worker, it
was reported, had given a four-hour non-stop talk about
the old days — and missed his supper. Ie said afterwards:
“Three days and three nights wouldn’t be enough for me
to finish my memories of those days.”

History Told by Its Makers

Here was history out of the mouths of its makers!
The New Harbour magazine editors seized the opportunity
with both hands. Later in an article they described their
new method of work: “We tried to get the workers them-
selves to do as much of the writing as possible. Sometimes
the more literate workers would put down on paper the
stories told by the old workers. We ourselves naturally
did all we could to study this material, help to arrange
and select it, work out how to recount the stories in the
most effective way and suggest what needed supplementing
or checking. Finally we got together the narrators and
those whe did the writing for a general discussion of the
work produced.”

After further experiments, it became clear that to get
a true and vivid record of the life and struggles of the
workers it was essential to rely mainly on the workers
themselves. The picture exhibitions have proved to be a
most effective way of mobilizing the workers for this task.
Starting with such exhibitions, many plants organized
symposia of old workers, interviewed them and got
them where possible to write down their reminiscences.
A great deal of material and data was thus collected.
On one occasion students in the night school of the No. 3
Cotton Mill were assigned in the composition class to write
a story about the history of the mill. More than a thousand
pieces were turned in within a short time. Not a few
were vividly written. In other factories, workshops or
work teams organized collective discussions and writing
of reminiscences.

This of course did not mean that the assistance of
qualified writers, editors, university students or others
specially assigned to this work, was not needed. Experience
has proved that those works which have both a high
ideological and artistic level, are the products of the
combined efforts of the workers and those with greater
experience in writing and editing.

Since last summer, the practice of writing factory
histories has spread throughout Tientsin. Today around a
hundred industrial and mining enterprises are compiling
their histories. Tens of thousands of people are taking
part in this work — some doing the actual writing, with
the great majority supplying the material. Some histories
have already been published. These include the story of
the bitter struggles of the longshoremen in the Tangku
Harbour. Three more histories will be off the press very
soon, including the history of the No. 3 Cotton Mill
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“The Arrest of Revolulionary Workers,” a page from the pic-
torial history of the Tienisin Locomotive Spare Paris Plant

A collective work by several workers

entitled The Storm of 1925, and that of the No. 5 Cotton
Mill called The Unconquered. The former is in two parts.
The first part tells of the plight of the workers, their
struggles against the imperialists and the domestic reaction-
aries. The second part describes events after the liberation,
especially the improvements in the conditions of the
workers and the new spirit that inspired them after
the rectification campaign in 1958. In similar vein The
Unconquered has three sections: “Recalling the Days of
Blood and Tears,” “Struggles Under the Leadership of the
Party,” and “After the Liberation.”

The form of compilation of these histories is not
uniform. The history of the No. 3 Cotton Mill is written
in a literary style, a compilation of essays, prose, feature
writing and memoirs. In Peking, the already published
Draft History of the Mentoukou Coal Mine, compiled
by students of the Peking Teachers’ University, and Fifty
Years of the Chingho Woollen Mill, edited by the history
students of Peking University, are both comprehensive
accounts of the enterprises treated in a systematic, factual
and theoretical way. Compared with the book of the No. 3
Mill in Tientsin, they present a fuller picture of the course
of development of the enterprises, but they don't make
such moving reading and lack its lively fund of anecdotes
and language.

The writing of factory histories has yielded gratifying
initial results. In the first place, it has helped to educate
and unite the workers as well as to promote production.
In this respect there can be no better example than the
story of the longshoremen of the Tangku new harbour.
These men were originally poor peasants, bankrupt urban
petty bourgeoisie, tramps and paupers duped by the for-
eign firms and their agents to toil in the docks which the
workers called “water prisons.” They were kept under
constant surveillance like slaves and were always on the
verge of starvation. Their first spontaneous struggles
were for the most elementary freedoms and bare existence.
It was in the course of those struggles that they gradually
matured inlo a united working class with a political con-
sciousness. Later on, led by the underground organiza-
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tions of the Communist Party, they organized large-scale
strikes. They battled the armed agenis of the British
imperialists, defied the Japanese invaders and finally dealt
with the feudal gang leaders who were the last of their
oppressors. But in the past. even the workers who took
part in those struggles weren’t entirely clear about their
significance. Tt was only after they began to write down
the full story of their experiences that in discussions and
informal talks they began to understand the past—and the
present with a clearer insight, see betier the course of their
own growth and the meaning of working-class solidarity.

A rich pattern of human interest is unfolded in these
histories. In the No. 3 Cotton Mill, during talks on its
history, someone recalled an event of more than twenty
years ago. At that time a leader in a strike, he was
arrested and locked up by the management. One day
the door to his cell was suddenly unlocked and he made
his escape. He had never found out who was his rescuer.
At this an old worker stood up and said: “It was me. I
stole the key and opened the door for you!”

Two Different Destinies

Incident after incident presses home the contrast be-
tween the old and the new societies, between the different
destinies of workers under capitalism and socialism. Wang
Pei-yu, a woman worker of the No. 3 Cotton Mill, was
fired three times during the Japanese occupation between
1937 and 1945 because of pregnancy. The third time she
tied her stomach tightly so that it would not be observed
and she could continue with her work. But finally the
Japanese foreman noticed it and gave her a terrible beat-
ing. It was during the beating that the birth pangs began.
Her third daughter was born, Li Hui-yun, who is now
an outstanding worker of the same mill. Two genera-
tions, two destinies.

The writing of these factory histories is opening up
a rich store of literary material. Although at the present
stage they are still not polished enough to claim to be
finished works of lilerature, they bring to socialist liter-
ature a deeper and more vivid knowledge of the men and
women of the working class and of their lives in greater
volume and range of experience than ever in the past.
Since last winter more and more professional and amateur
artists have begun to make use of this material for their
creative writing and work, notably in art, drama and qu
yi balladry. Tientsin has now published several picture-
story books based on the factory histories, the modern
drama Red Trade Union, the Pingju opera Roaring Tide
on the Pohai Sea and the novel written in the traditional
style Riot at the Western Station. All get their inspira-
tion and facts from the same source. Other similarly
based works are in process of production.

The writing of the factory histories has also produced
a considerable number of worker-writers. Some of them
are directly associated with the Tientsin Branch of the
Union of Chinese Writers. Not a few of them show that
they can write well right from the start. Politically and
in production, they are also in the van. There are scveral
women among them. Soviet experience has shown that
the writing of faclory histories is a good way to cullivate
writers from among the ranks of the workers. It
is quite possible that in the ranks of the worker-writers
now engaged in compiling the factory histories of their
enterprises, there are some outstanding talents that will
come to maturity in the future.
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For Your Reference

TIBET: A Chronology of Events

July 8, 1949 — May 6, 1959

In previous issues, we have published much background
material on Tibet. For the convenience of readers, we print
below a chronology of events about Tibet between July 8, 1949,
just before the founding of the People’s Republic of China,
and May 6, 1959. — Ed.

July 8, 1949 The Tibcelan authorilies in Lhasa, instigated
by the imperialists, demand that the Kuomintang govern-
ment office in Lhasa quit Tibet.

September 2, 1949 Hsinhua News Agency points out in a
commentary thal this action of the Lhasa authorities is
designed to prevent the Tibetan pcople from attaining
liberation at a time when the People’s Liberation Army is
about to liberate all China.

January 20, 1950 A Foreign Ministry spokesman points
out that Tibet is the territory of the Pcople’s Republic of
China and that the Central People’s Government will
not tolerate the Lhasa authorities’ dispatch of a *“good-
will mission” to foreign countries and declaration of
“independence.”

May 9, 1950 Shirob Jaltso, Vice-Chairman of the Ching-
hai Provincial People’s Government, makes a broadcast
from Sian to the Dalai Lama in Tibet asking for the early
dispatch of representatives to Peking for negotiations for
the peaceful liberation of Tibet.

July 10, 1950 The Living Buddha Geda, Vice-Chairman
of the Sikang Provincial People’'s Government, leaves
Kantse for Tibet to work for the peaceful liberation of
Tibet.

August 22, 1950 The Living Buddha Geda is poisoned to
death by Robert Ford, secret agent of British imperialism,
and his accomplices in Chamdo.

October 7, 1950 The People’s Liberation Army crossing
the Kinsha, Lantsang and Nu Rivers, begins its march
into Tibet.

October 19, 1950 Chamdo liberated by the People's
Liberation Army.

October 21, 1950 The Government of India sends a
memorandum fo the Government of China, claiming
that the entrance of the P.L.A. into Tibet “will give
those countries in the world which are unfriendly to China
a handle for anti-Chinese propaganda at a crucial and
delicate juncture in international affairs.”

October 28, 1950 The Government of India sends a note
to the Government of China, alleging that . .. the in-
vasion by Chinese troops of Tibet cannot but be regarded
as deplorable. . . .”

October 30, 1950 The Chinese Government replies to the
memorandum and note of the Indian Government of
October 21 and 28, stating that “Tibet is an integral part
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of Chinese territory, the problem of Tibet is entirely a
domestic problem of China. The Chinese People's Libera-
tion Army must enter Tibet, liberate the Tibetan people,
and defend the frontiers of China.”

November 1, 1950 The Indian Government sends a note
to the Chinese Government in which it once more objects
to the entry of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army into
Tibet.

Winter 1950 The pro-imperialist elements headed by the
regent Tagcha abduct the Dalai Lama to Yatung in an
attempt to carry him abroad.

November 16, 1950 The Central People's Government
replies to the note of the Indian Government of November
1, 1950, reaffirming that Tibet is an integral part of China,
that the problem of Tibet is entirely an internal problem
of China and that no foreign intervention will be
permitted.

February 1951 The regent Tagcha steps down. The
Dalai Lama personally takes over power and sends a dele-
gation, headed by Ngapo Ngawang-Jigme, to Peking for
talks.

April 22, 1951 The delegation of the local government of
Tibet headed by Ngapo Ngawang-Jigme arrives in Peking
via Chungking and Sian.

April 26, 1951 Other members of the delegation of the
local government of Tibet arrive in Peking via Hongkong
after a lengthy slay in India.

April 27, 1951 Panchen Erdeni and officials of the
Panchen Kanpo Conference Committee arrive in Peking.

April 29, 1951 Talks for the peaceflul liberation ol Tibet
between the delegations of the Central People’s Govern-
ment and the local government of Tibet begin in Peking.

May 23, 1951 The Agreement of the Ceniral People's
Government and the Local Government of Tibet on Mea-
sures for the Peaceful Liberation of Tibet signed in
Peking.

August 8, 1951 Chang Ching-wu, representative of the
Central People’s Government, arrives in Lhasa.

October 24, 1951 The Dalai Lama cables Chairman Mao
Tse-tung expressing support for the Agreement on
Measures for the Peaceful Liberation of Tibet.

October 26, 1951 People’s Liberation Army unils under
Generals Chang Kuo-hua and Tan Kuan-san arrive in
Lhasa.

February 10, 1952 The Tibet Military Area Command of
the People’s Liberation Army formally established, with
Chang Kuo-hua as Commander; Ngapo Ngawang-Jigme,
First Deputy-Commander; Phuntsog Rabgyae, Second
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Deputy-Commander; Chang Ping-kuei, Third Deputy-
Commander; and Tan Kuan-san, Political Commissar.

February 22, 1952 Lhasa office of the People’s Bank of
China formally opens for business.

April 1, 1952 Sitzub Lokongwa Tsewong-routen, Lozong
Tsashi and others get together the so-called “people’s con-
ference” to demand the withdrawal of the People’s Libera-
tion Army from Tibet. They instigate armed riots in which
the Tibetan local troops surround the residence of the
Central People’s Government’s representative in Tibet.

April 27, 1952 The local government of Tibet, in com-
pliance with the resolute demand of representative Chang
Ching-wu, removes Lokongwa Tsewong-routen and Lozong
Tsashi from their posts.

April 28, 1952 Panchen Erdeni and all members of the
Panchen Kanpo Conference Committee arrive in Lhasa.
Panchen Erdeni meets the Dalai Lama in the Potala Palace.

May 1, 1952 The Dalai Lama issues a proclamation dis-
solving the so-called “people’s conference,” which there-
after goes underground until March 1959.

May 22, 1952 On behalf of the People’s Bank of China,
the political department of the advance detachment of
the People’s Liberation Army in Tibet issues interest-free
loans for the first time in the Tibet region.

August 1, 1952 Tibet's first experimental farm — the
“August First” Farm — established in the Lhasa River
valley.

August 15,1952 The Lhasa Primary School and a prepara-
tory class for the middle school formally opened.
September 8, 1952 The Lhasa People’s Hospital estab-
lished.

January 5, 1953 The Training Class for Agricultural
Technical Cadres run by the Tibet Military Area Com-
mand of the People’s Liberation Army opened.

May 1, 1953 Ceremony marking the beginning of con-

struction of the Chinghai-Tibet Highway held at Huang-
hoyen in Chinghai Province.
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August 25, 1953 The Medical Corps sent by the Ministry
of Public Health arrives in Lhasa.

April 29, 1954 The Agreement on Trade and Intercourse
Between the Tibet Region of China and India signed. In
this agrcement, the five principles for peaceful coexistence
are formally put forward for the first time.

September 4, 1954 The Dalai Lama and Panchen Erdeni
arrive in Peking to attend the First Session of the First
National People’s Congress.

September 27, 1954 The Dalai Lama elected a vice-
chairman of the Standing Committee of the First National
People’s Congress; Panchen Erdeni elected a member of
the Standing Committee,

December 25, 1954 The Sikang-Tibet and Chinghai-Tibet
Highways formally opened to traffic.

March 9, 1955 The State Council adopts the Decision
on the Establishment of the Preparatory Committee for
the Autonomous Region of Tibet and decides to appoint
the Dalai Lama as Chairman; Panchen Erdeni, First Vice-
Chairman; Chang Kuo-hua, Second Vice-Chairman; and
Ngapo Ngawang-Jigme, Secretary-General of the Prepara-
tory Committee. It also adopts the Decision on Assist-
ance to the Tibet Region for the Building of Construction
Projects and other decisions.

Summer 1955 The reactionary clique of the upper social
strata in Tibet instigates the Khamba people to start a
rebellion when the Dalai Lama is on his way back to
Lhasa. The rebellion is put down rapidly.

June 29, 1955 The Dalai Lama returns to Lhasa.

September 20, 1955 The Preparatory Office of the Pre-
paratory Committee for the Autonomous Region of Tibet
cstablished in Lhasa with Ngapo Ngawang-Jigme as
director.

November 23, 1955 The Tibet Bureau of Communications
of the Ministry of Communications formally established
in Lhasa.

December 25, 1955 Panchen Erdeni elected a vice-chair-
man of the Second National Committee of the Chinese
People’s Political Consultalive Conference.

April 22, 1956 The Preparatory Committee for the Auton-
omous Region of Tibet formally declared established in
Lhasa. Chen Yi, Vice-Premier of the State Council and
leader of the Delegation of the Central People’s Govern-
ment, reads the order of the State Council and gives the
seal to the Dalai Lama on behalf of the State Council.

June 29, 1956 The first thermal power plant in Shigatse
begins operation.

July 14, 1956 The Tibet Bureau of Geology starts work.
July 25, 1956 Tea prices lowered throughout Tibet.

September 20, 1956 The Agreement to Maintain the
Friendly Relations Between the People’s Republic of China
and the Kingdom of Nepal and on Trade and Intercourse
Between the Tibet Region of China and Nepal signed in
Katmandu.

September 21, 1956 The Lhasa Middle School—the first
in Tibet—opens.
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October 13, 1956 Construction of a geophysical observa-
tory starts in the suburbs of Lhasa.

December 1, 1956 The Lhasa Hydro-electric Power
Station starts to supply electricity.

January 22-28, 1957 The Preparatory Committee for the
Autonomous Region of Tibet calls the first regional con-
ference on agriculture, forestry and animal husbandry.

February 7, 1957 Chairman Mao Tse-tung, in his speech
“On the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the
People,” delivered at the Eleventh Session (Enlarged) of
the Supreme State Conference, points out that “because
conditions in Tibet are not ripe, democratic reforms have
not yet been carried out there. . . . It has now been de-
cided not to proceed with democratic reform in Tibet dur-
ing the period of the Second Five-Year Plan, and we can
only decide whether it will be done in the period of the
Third Five-Year Plan in the light of the situation obtain-
ing at that time.”

April 15, 1957 The Lhasa Automobile Repair Plant goes
into operation.

October 6, 1957 The 1,179-kilometre Sinkiang-Tibet High-
way, the highest in the world, completed.

May and June 1958 On the instructions of the local gov-
ernment of Tibet and the reactionary clique of the upper
social strata, the rebel bandits attack the Chamdo, Din-
ching, Nagchuka and Loka areas; they openly establish
“bases” in the Loka area, prepare air-drop grounds in the
vicinity of Cheku Dzong for the parachuting in of sup-
plies by the imperialists and the Chiang Kai-shek clique.

February 25, 1959 Tea prices lowered for the second time
throughout Tibet.

March 10, 1959 The local government of Tibet and the
reactionary clique of the upper social strata, in collusion
with imperialism, start armed rebellion in Lhasa.

March 17,1959 The Dalai Lama carried off by force from
Lhasa by the reactionary elements.

March 20, 1959 The Tibetan rebel clique launches a gen-
eral attack against the People’s Liberation Army garrison
in Lhasa.

Units of the Tibet Military Area Command of
the People’s Liberation Army ordered to put down the
rebellion.

The Tibet Military Area Command of the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army issues a proclamation calling on
all the people in Tibet, ecclesiastical and secular, to help
the P.L.A. put down the rebellion.

March 22, 1959 Units of the Tibet Military Area Com-
mand of the People’s Liberation Army utterly rout the
rebel bandits in the city of Lhasa.

March 23, 1959 The Military Control Commission in
Lhasa formally established.

March 28, 1959 The State Council issues an order enjoin-
ing the Tibet Military Area Command of the People’s
Liberation Army to put down the rebellion thoroughly;
dissolving the local government of Tibet and handing over
its functions and powers to the Preparatory Committee
for the Autonomous Region of Tibet; directing that dur-
ing the time when the Dalai Lama is held under duress,
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Panchen Erdeni shall act as Chairman of the Preparatory
Committee; appointing Pebala Choliehnamje Vice-Chair-
man and Ngapo Ngawang-Jigme Vice-Chairman and
Secretary-General of the Preparatory Committee; dismiss-
ing 18 traitors from their posts as members of the Pre-
paratory Commitiee and from all their other posts and
directing that they be duly punished according to law.
Hsinhua News Agency issues the “Communique on
Rebellion in Tibet.” (Peking Review, No. 13, 1959.)

Marck 30, 1959 Renmin Ribao (People's Daily) publishes
three letters from the Dalai Lama to General Tan Kuan-
san, acting representative of the Ceniral People's Govern-
ment in Tibet and political commissar of the Tibet Military
Area Command, written between March 11 and 16.
(Peking Review, No. 15, 1959.)

Panchen Erdeni addresses a mass rally in Shigatse
calling on all Tibetans to assist the People’s Government
to put down the rebellion thoroughly.

March 31, 1959 The Dalai Lama is carried under duress
into India by the rebels.

April 5, 1959 Panchen Erdeni arrives in Lhasa to per-
form his duties as Acting Chairman of the Preparatory
Committee for the Autonomous Region of Tibet.

April 8, 1959 The Preparatory Committee for the Auton-
omous Region of Tibet holds its first plenary meeting
since it took over the functions and powers of the local
government of Tibet.

April 18, 1959 At the First Session of the Second National
People’s Congress held in Peking, Premier Chou En-lai
discusses the rebellion in Tibet in his “Report on the
Work of the Government” and explains the policy of the
Central People’s Government in regard to the Tibet region.
(Peking Review, No. 16, 1959.)

April 20, 1959 Hsinhua News Agency releases a com-
mentary by its political reporter “On the So-called ‘State-
ment of the Dalai Lama.’ " (Supplement to Peking Review,
No. 16, 1959.)

April 27, 1959 The Dalai Lama and Panchen Erdeni
elected Vice-Chairmen of the Standing Committee of the
Second National People’s Congress.

April 28, 1959 The First Session of the Second National
People’s Congress adopts the Resolution on the Question of
Tibet. (Peking Review, No. 17, 1959.)

April 22-29, 1959 People’s deputies speaking at the First
Session of the Second National People’s Congress and
members of the Third National Committee of the Chinese
People’s Political Consultative Conference at its first
session denounce the crimes of the Tibetan rebel clique,
fully support the policy of the Central People’s Govern-
ment in dealing with the rebellion in Tibet and protest
against interference in China's internal affairs by the
imperialists and Indian expansionists. They declare that
all schemes to separate Tibet from China will be defeated.

They were voicing the sentiments expressed by people
of all nationalities of the country at meetings and in letters
to the press.

May 6, 1959 Renmin Ribao publishes a commentary by
ils editorial department entitled “The Revolution in Tibet
and Nehru’s Philosophy.” (Peking Review, No. 19, 1959.)
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CINEMA

Camera Eye in Tibet

Quelling the Rebellion in Tibet, a doc-
umentary produced by the Central News-
reel and Documentary Film Studio, has
been drawing packed houses in over
twenty of Peking'’s cinemas since its pre-
miere on May 10. The first three days

alone showed a record attendance of over
320,000 people.

Filmed by cameramen who went into
the thick of the fray, it gives a first-
hand picture of the course and end of
the traitorous rebellion started by a hand-
ful of serf-owning reactionaries. Plunging
straight into events it runs a little over
thirty minutes. The rebel leaders worked
hand in glove with certain foreign
imperialist and reactionary circles and
emigre traitors. Several stills of these
are shown. One of them is Lokongwa
Tsewong-routen, the former acting sitzub
of Tibet, who was engaging in rebel activ-
ities at Kalimpong in India. The film
screens documentary evidence of these
links between the rebels and their foreign
backers. An order captured by the P.L.A.
during the Khamba rebellion in 1955
makes no bones about the fact that the
rebel troops were receiving food, equip-
ment and military supplies from foreign
countries as well as the Chiang Kai-shek
clique in Taiwan. We also see screened
copies of the Sin Tao Jih Pao, a reaction-
ary Chinese language daily in Hongkong,
which four days before the rebellion
started in Lhasa carried a report from
Calcutta to the effect that the Tibetan

army would soon launch an all-out attack
on the “Communist troops.”

Then we see rebel notices posted up
and the conscription order issued by the

Muslims in Lhasa clearing the ruins
of their mosque burnt by the rebels
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so-called “Independent State of Tibet”
ordering all Tibetans from the age of
sixteen to sixty to enlist in the rebel
army. We see straggling lines of women
on a road. A well-dressed militant shouts
raucously with raised fist. This was the
“demonstration” of women — much touted
in the reactionary press abroad — who
had mostly been deceived or forced by
the rebels to parade against the central
authorities. This was followed by another
rebel show of strength—a march of
rebel troops fully armed. All this was
before the rebels started their general
attack. It clearly shows the restraint
exercised by the Central People’s Gov-
ernment, a restraint that contrasts with
the vindictiveness of the rebels. Once
they got going they ran amok. We see
the smoke-blackened ruins of the new
houses of Central Government cadres, the
newspaper office and transport office
which were their first targets, the tele-
phone lines they pulled down and the
roads they ripped up. We see Tibetans
mutilated by having their eyves gouged
out for helping the P.L.A. A camera-
man was able to take pictures of
the rebels actually building their fortifica-
tions around the Norbu Lingka where
the Dalai Lama was held. The recited
words of the Dalai Lama in his three
messages written at the time to the rep-
resentative of the Central People's Gov-
ernment make a dramatic commentary to
these grim scenes.

As events move to a climax, we see
many Tibetans coming to seek shelter in
the buildings of the Preparatory Com-

mittee for the Autonomous Region of
Tibet,

It was seven hours after the rebels
launched their general attack that the

people’s forces counter-attacked on March
20.

The camera takes us with a P.L.A.

unit in the storming of a rebel position.
The captured rebels make an incongruous
picture: they bear foreign arms; some
even wear old British uniforms. Their
leaders are identified as some of the big-
gest serf-owners.

The lie that the rebels were “protect-
ing religion” is eloquently disposed off
by shots of the wilfully gutted remains
of the mosque in Lhasa, the arms stored
by rebel ecclesiastics beneath the altars
of the Daipung and other monasteries, the
artillery concealed on a temple roof, and
the lamas conscripted and captured with
their arms.

The latter part of the film shows
Lhasa's quick change after the two days
it took to crush the rebellion. Rebuilding
of what had been damaged is under way.,
There is mo mistaking the joy of the
ccmmon people: the smiles of serfs dis-
cussing the coming reforms that will free
them. There is the brightness of the
future in the keen faces of the children
who have gone back to school with many
more who were formerly prevented from
getting a modern education. We see a
group of serfs irrepressibly happy, their
yvaks gaily decorated, tilling land whose
crops will be theirs for the first time
in centuries. The fllm closes on the mass
victory rally of over twenty thousand
Tibetans on the square in front of the
glorious Potala. Their banners demon-
strate their support for the Central Peo-
ple’s Government and their determination
to press ahead in building their new life.
Seen in stark contrast with that previous
“demonstration” of driven serfs, this is
the real Tibet of the people and those
among the upper classes who stand by
them and by the future.

One of these closing shots shows Pan-
chen Erdeni and General Chang Kuo-hua

At the victory rally in Lhasa
Stills from “Quelling the Rebellion in Tibet”
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of the P.L.A. in Tibet, raising their hands
in a unanimous vote at a meeting of the
Preparatory Committee for the Tibetan
Autonomous Region. This symbolizes
that unity in which Tibet now advances.

BOOKS

Selected Works of Lu Hsun, Vol. III
Foreign Languages Press, 344 pp.

The third volume of the Selected Works
of Lu Hsun has appeared in English
translation. This is an important publish-
ing event. Important not only because
Lu Hsun (1881-1936) is the outstanding
figure in the history of modern Chinese
literature, but also because it sheds fur-
ther light on Lu Hsun as a great revolu-
tionary thinker for the English-language
reading public which has so far had little
access to his later works.

The English-language edition of the
Selected Works of Lu Hsun consists of
four volumes. Volume I contains stories
and prose poems, Volumes II, III and IV
the essays for which Lu Hsun is most
famous in China. His Brief History of
Chinese Nowvels, not included in the
selected works, will also be published by
Foreign Languages Press in English this
year.

The essays in Volume III were written
between 1928 and 1933, after Chiang Kai-
shek betrayed the revolution, surrendered
to the imperialists and imposed a reign of
terror throughout China. In 1931 the
Japanese occupied a large area in north-
east China. Early in 1932 they attacked
Shanghai. The Chinese people demanded
an end to the civil war, so as to unite to
resist the aggressors. But the Kuomin-
tang, which represented the interests of
the comprador bourgeoisie and feudal
landlords, did their utmost to exterminate
the Communists, while giving in to all of
Japan's demands. They tried to stifle all
criticism and curtail civil rights. Freedom
of speech and freedom of the press were
suppressed, bookshops were smashed,
patriots and progressives were imprisoned
or killed.

This was a period of great confusion
and shifting allegiance among the Chinese
intellectuals. Lu Hsun was attacked by
doctrinaire “leftists” as well as the literati
of the right. He hit back vigorously. He
tilted swords with the imperialists, die-
hards and reformists. He debunked the
Kuomintang men of letters, “Westernized
gentlemen” and “scholars” like Liang
Shih-chiu and Hu Shih, who denied the
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class character of literature and at-
tempted to divert attention from the real
issues of the day. He also exposed the
fallacy of various Kuomintang “theories”
concocted to disguise the betrayal of na-
tional interests and to deceive the people.

Lu Hsun showed that in the conditions
of his time a man must be either for the
revolution or against it. There could be
no third way. “No writer living in a
class society can transcend class, no one
living in a time of wars can leave the
battlefield and stand alone, and no one
living today can write for the future—
this is sheer fantasy. There are no such
men in real life. To try to be such a man
is like trying to raise yourself from the
ground by tugging at your own hair—it
can't be done.”

These essays are the voice of a pas-
sionate, angry, completely honest man,
who loves the common people profoundly
and has confidence that their cause must
ultimately triumph. Whatever subject he
chooses, he brings to it a brilliant and
strongly original mind. These are fighting
essays, polemics. The writer is in deadly
earnest. But his deadliest weapon is sal-
ire, and brilliant flashes of humour light
up his caustic invective. He pillories his
opponents by rendering them utterly ridic-
ulous, making them writhe in impotent
fury. It was for this that the reac-
tionaries hated him and banned his books.

The style is that of the earlier essays:
strong, concise, vivid, highly individual.
As usual, Lu Hsun wears his great erudi-
tion lightly. He makes no parade of
learning, but slips in an apt classical allu-
sion, historical anecdote or popular
maxim with devastating effect when deal-
ing with current events.

Many of the essays in this volume make
difficult reading because they deal with
figures or issues of that day, and the
Kuomintang censorship made it impossi-
ble to speak too openly. Some shed light
on Lu Hsun's methods as a writer. In
several he expresses his support for the
Soviet Union, and writes of China’s debt
to Russian literature. Some give us un-
forgettable pictures of young revolution-
aries, pictures neither sentimentalized nor
exaggerated, but showing deep affection
and bitterness over their loss. Lu Hsun's
comments on Bernard Shaw’s visit to
Shanghai in 1932 are illuminating. In
short, these essays well repay careful
reading, for apart from their merits as
literature they shed light on a critical and
formative period in Chinese history.

Volume III is of particular interest in
connection with Lu Hsun’'s development
as a thinker. Some foreign readers who
know only his short stories or earliest

essays, have complained that we in China
attempt to make Lu Hsun out as a Marxist
thinker without sufficient grounds. From
Volume III, and even more from Volume
IV, however, the advance in Lu Hsun's
ideas can be clearly seen as Lu Hsun ex-
pressed them.

—NAI TI

Books in Honour of
**May Fourth*

In honour of the 40th anniversary of the
May Fourth Movement, the People’s Liter-
ature Publishing House announces the
forthcoming publication of a Forty Years
of New Literature Series, a library of
books written since 1919. It will be in five
sections corresponding to the stages in the
history of development of modern Chi-
nese literature, namely, 1) literature of
the period of the literary revolution;
2) literature of the period of the League
of Left-Wing Writers (1927-1936); 3) liter-
ature during the War of Resistance to
Japanese Aggression (1937-1945); 4) liter-
ature of the liberated areas; and 5)
literature since the founding of New
China in 1949. The second and fourth
sections, totalling 3 million words in 11
volumes, will be on sale this year.

Reference Material on Modern Literary
Debates Series, in approximately a dozen
volumes, is a collection of the documents,
articles, essays and other Key material
essential to an understanding of the
struggles between socialist and bourgeois
literature during the past forty years.
Several volumes of this series are an-
nounced for publication this year.

During the past few years, the
same house has brought out the
complete works and translations, each
in 10 volumes, of Lu Hsun. His diaries
and Collection of - Ancient Books Com-
piled by Lu Hsun will be published
shortly. The rest of the collected works
of Kuo Mo-jo (in 18 volumes of which
eight have already been published), of
Mao Tun (in 16 volumes of which six
have been published), and of Pa Chin (in
10 volumes of which six have been
published) will all be published this year.

In addition to these works, more than
100 titles of selected works of writers of
the new literature have been published.
These include the selected works of Chu
Chiu-pai, one of the forerunners of
modern Chinese literature, and, among
outstanding contemporary writers, those
of Lao Sheh, Chao Shu-li, Chou Li-po
and Tsao Yu. A new title in this series,
The Poems and Essays of Li Ta-chao,
the revolutionary martyr and the first
person to introduce Marxism to China,
will soon be off the press.
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