June 30. 1959

26

U.S. Troops Must Withdraw from
& South Korea

1 - Renmin Ribao’s editorial on the ninth anniversary
of the outbreak of the Korean war (p. 6).

2-Our Correspondent reports on the “Korea Day™
rallies in China (p. 8).

)
‘{?: New Day in Lhasa

Glimpses of life in Lhasa since the quelling of the
rebellion (p. 10).

China’s New Coal Mines

A survey of capital construction in the coal industry
(p. 12).

Chingtehchen Today

% Growing prosperity in China's famous porcelain centre

(p. 15).
Wanted: More Realism from the West

Peking Review Index: January-June. 1959

A WEEKLY MAGAZINE OF CHINESE NEWS AND VIEWS



Eight Years of the Chinese People’s
Volunteers’ Resistance to

American Aggression and Aiding Korea

IMPORTANT documents and speeches, including the report by
the C.P.V. Commander, Yang Yung, dealing with the history,
political significance and main experience of the Volunteers’ eight-
year struggle shoulder to shoulder with the Korean people against

U.S. aggression.

112 pp.

CONCERNING
THE QUESTION OF TIBET

THIS is a collection of documents and articles which give you all the relevant facts needed
to understand the “Tibetan question” and the causes of the recent rebellion.

Here is the policy of the Central People’s Government of the People’s Republic of China
towards Tibet and the necessary background knowledge of Tibet’s history as part of China, old and
new, its medieval serf-system of society and the imperialist intrigues to sever Tibet from China.

The book is in four parts. The first and second parts include the important documents,
news dispatches, speeches, editorials and commentaries concerning the Tibetan question published
in the Chinese press between March 28, when the Hsinhua News Agency published the first com-
munique on the rebellion in Tibet, and April 30, 1959. The third part includes reference material
and articles giving background information on Tibet. The fourth part contains the article “The
Revolution in Tibet and Nehru's Philosophy™ published by the editorial department of Renmin
Ribao (People’s Daily) on May 6.

270 pp. Iustrated

Published by: FOREIGN LANGUAGES PRESS, Pai Wan Chuang, Peking (37), China
Distributed by: GUOZI SHUDIAN, P. O. Box 399, Peking, China



PEKING

REVIEW

M A A AR

(BEIJING ZITIOUBAO)

A WEEKLY MAGAZINE OF CHINESE
NEWS AND VIEWS

June 30, 1959 Vol. 11

CONTENTS

EDITORIAL
Wanted : More Realism from the West

ROUND THE WEEK
Coal Output Doubled; Steel Output Up
9 Per Cent; A TIMarvest Story [rom
Shantung; Kwangtung Fights Record
Floods: Women Pilots to the Rescuc;

Graduation Time

ARTICLES
U.S. Troops Must Withdraw from
South Korea
— Renmin Ribao Editerial
“Korea Day" in China
— Our Correspondent
New Day in Lhasa
— Kuo Kung
New Coal Mines in China
— Chu Chi-lin
Chingtehchen Today
— Chung Ho

SIDELIGHTS
THEATRE ARTS and MUSIC

CHINESE PRESS OPINION

South  African  Struggle; Safeguard
Peace in the Balkans; Strikes in
Western Europe; Blow Against
Franco; The Passing Show

CHINA AND THE WORLD

Closer Sino-Soviet Ties; Korean Indus-
trial Delegation; Report of the Chi-
nese  Military  Goodwill  Mission;
Greetings to French C.P. Congress;
African Friendship for China; Trans-
Pacific Visitors; Warning Against U.S.
Provocations

WHAT'S ON IN PEKING

INDEX TO NOS. 1—26

Published every Tuesday by PEKING REVIEW
Pai Wan Chuang, Peking (37), China
Coble Address: PEKING 6170

Post Office Registration No. 2-922

Printed in the People's Republic of China

Tune 30, 1959

No. 26

10

12

17

18

23

24

Wanted: More Realism
From the West

OW that the Geneva Conlerence of Forzign Ministers has

been adjourned till July 13, world public opinion is watch-
ing for the next move of the Western powers and hopes that
they will become less rigid and more realistic.

The six weeks of discussions in Geneva showed once again
what the Western countries are after on the German question.
Their much-publicized “package plan.” as well as their pro-
posals on the Berlin question, were all attempts at annexing
the German Democratic Republic to West Germany and per-
petuating the occupation of West Berlin. Even the so-called
“last offer” they made before the conference recessed was
described by the Western press as “old proposals in a more attrac-
tive dress.” This Western approach is frantic. It shows a lack
of sincerity on their part to solve the German question.

The Soviet Union and the G.D.R., in sharp contrast, made
serious efforts to conclude a German peace treaty and end the oc-
cupation regime in West Berlin—pressing issues ripe for solution.
The Soviet delegate in Geneva repeatedly tried to accommodate
certain Western views and on June 10 put forward the important
proposal for an All-German Committee and the signing of an
agreement on the interim status of West Berlin. The G.D.R..
while fully backing the Soviet position, also made important pro-
posals for rapprochement and the conclusion of a non-aggression
pact between the two German states.

In this connection, the joint Soviet-G.D.R. communique
signed in Moscow on Junc 19 was another major contribution.
While expressing deep concern about the growing menace of West
German militarism and revanchism, the two countries reaffirmed
their sincere desire to work for the easing of European tension
and pointed out a realistic way to achieve this aim.

The Soviet Union and the G.D.R., as the joint communique
slressed, will not tolerate delay in the conclusion of a German
peace trealy or the indefinite preservation of the occupation
regime in West Berlin.  Should this stand be ignored, the Soviet
Union and other peace-loving countries will sign a peace treaty
with the G.D.R. while taking all the necessary measures to re-
move the abnormal situation in West Berlin. Meanwhile, N. S.
Khrushchov warned that the Soviet Union would support the
G.D.R. with all means at its disposal if the other states attempt
to restore the occupation regime in West Berlin by force. All
this should have a sobering effect on those Western politicians
who still substitute illusion for reality. It should now be clear
to them that whatever means they may resort to, their dream of
swallowing up the G.D.R. will never come true and that in order
to solve the German question, it is imperative. first of all, to
recognize the existence and rights of the G.D.R.

The joint Soviet-G.D.R. communique attached special im-
portance o the convening of a summit conference to solve the
most pressing international issues including a German peace
treaty and West Berlin. This in itself was an important effort
for peace in view of the fact that certain Western quarters are
trying hard to shun such a meeting.

The Soviet-G.D.R. stand is clear and just. It has the full
support of the people of China. People throughout the world are
watching whether the Western powers will adopt a realistic
attitude when the Geneva Conference resumes.



ROUND THE WEEK

Coal Output Doubled

In the first five months of this vear
109.9 per cent more coal was mined than
in the corresponding period last year,
Renmin Ribao reported on June 26. At
more than 400 coal laces of the nation’s
collieries, including Kailan, Fushun,
Hsishan, Fengfeng, Hopi and Chiaotso,
the average monthly output per lace was
10,000 tons and around forty of the more
successful faces dug 20,000 to 30,000 tons.
Many of the major collieries in the coun-
try have won ‘“red banners” for work
well done.

With this achievement under its belt
the coal industry is mapping further ac-
tion to raise the level of management so
that the drive for greater output and
higher quality will be [fulfilled. The
overall picture of the development of new
coal mines is told elsewhere in this issuc.

To enable the industry to go forward
at full speed with its production plans
this year, the metallurgical, engineering,
forestry, transport and communication de-
partments have been asked to provide the
necessary equipment and services to the
coal industry in time.

Steel Output Up 9 Per Cent

Steel output in May was up too, nearly
9 per cent higher than April: and pig iron
oulput rose by nearly 8 per cent. The
May figures for steel and pig iron repre-
sent increases of 78 per cent and 168 per
cont respeclively over the corresponding
period last year.

May output of the country’s 18 major
iron and steel works ranged from 9 to 17
per cent above the April figure. Average
daily output of pig iron was 3.8 per cent
higher than April and steel 4.6 per cent
higher. These are the fruits of the “red
banner” emulation drive (Peking Review,
No. 21, 1959) tor higher oulput and qual-
ity in the iron and steel industry,

The mass drive has further raised the
cfficiency of blast furnaces. The First
Iron Plant of the Penki Iron and Steel
Company, which has long been a pace-
setter in raising the coefficient of utiliza-
tion of blast furnaces, has now boosted
the average figure to 2504 tons. The
average coefficient of ulilization of the
big blast furnaces at Anshan, China's
biggest steel centre, also rose from 1.498
to 1.64 tons. The average coefficient of
utilization is the outlput of iron per cubic
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metre of available furnace volume per
24 hours and is the most important index
ol blast furnace efficiency. The small
blast furnaces all over the country, which
produce almost half of China's pig iron,
have also achieved a new high in
efficiency. The average daily output of
pig iron in May in Anhwei Province, for
instance, was 10.2 per cent higher than
April.

News [rom Anshan also shows an over-
all drop in production costs in May — 5.32
per cent lower than in April —a result
of the campaign to increase production
and reduce costs carried out by the
workers.

A Harvest Story from Shantung

Huangchiapu and Chiatsun are the
names of two production brigades of the
Chihcheng People’s Commune in coastal
Shantung Province. The two are next
door neighbours. They have more or less
the same kind of land and resources of
manpower and materials. They grow
more or less the same crops. Each year
Chiatsun had a slight edge over its neigh-
bour in wheat production, gathering in
a wee bit more wheat than Huangchiapu.
Otherwise, there is little difference
between the two in output capacity.

When the wheat harvest was brought
in, threshed and weighed this vyear.
ITuangchiapu gave Chiatsun a rather rude
shock. Huangchiapu, usually a step be-
hind, doubled its output while the old

front runner reaped barely 7 per cent
more than last vear. What accounted
for the switch? It didn't take long to
find the answer. Both had been guided
by the 8-point Charter for Agriculture
(see Peking Review, No. 25, 1959). Huang-
chiapu had carried out the eight mea-
sures to the full, but Chiatsun slackened
on irrigation  and  the application ol
fertilizer and fell behind.,

From the many reports of the wheat
harvest coming in from various parts of
the country there is recurrent evidence
that high yields are sccured, and over
large tracts of land, where the 8-point
Charter is fully and properly applied.
Take Sichung County in Szechuan
Province, for example. It is a hilly and
very poor part of southwest China, con-
sidering its soil which is barren and thin.
3ut  the peasants  faithfully put the
Charter into practice.  Last year some
100.000 of them moved basket alter basket
of earth to increase the thickness of the
soil layer [rom six inches to over a foot
They used cable-towed ploughs to deep
plough the land and applied the other
measures properly and in time. Now
over an extensive arca of 220,000 mu of
wheat land they reaped an average of
4529 jin lo the mu, an increase of 168
per cent over last year.

Kwangtung Fights Record Floods

Kwangtung, in south China, has been
battling the biggest and worst flood of
the century. Sudden outbursts of heavy
rain began pouring on June 11 in almost
all parts of the province (with the excep-
tion of Hainan Island) and continued
unabated. Within a few days the down-
pour amounted to about one-fourth the
usual annual rainfall. The heavy waters

Night shift at a coal mine

Woodcut by Li Chun
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of the tributaries of the Pearl River
swelled dangerously. Canton and the
Pear] River Delta were threatened. The
call went out for everybody to pitch into
the battle against the raging waters.

All along the dykes on the North and
West Rivers and around the rich Pearl
River Delta millions of people, men and
women, civilian and military, joined the
mass mobilization to contain the torrents
by raising the heights of the dyvkes and
reinforcing them so that “if the crest of
the flood waters rises by twelve inches
the dykes will go up higher by two feet.”

On June 2% it was touch and go. As
expected, early in the morning, the flood
waters came tearing down from the
upper reaches of the North and West
Rivers. After converging at a point west
ol Canton they raced ahead towards the
Pearl River Delta. The sea tides were
roaring in with more than their usual
ferocity just at this time, and the impact
of the clash of the swift flowing rivers
and the incoming tidal waves threatened
to submerge the entire delta and the ity
of Canton as well.

Never before had the North and West
Rivers risen so high; never, too, had the
people’s fighting spirit and determination
to subdue Nature reached such a pitch.
A round-the-clock vigil was maintained:
for every kilometre there were 60 and
even as many as 80 people manning the
dyvkes and with reserves to take over at
all times, apart from a full-strength
patrol, all ready to give battle to the big-
gest flood in man’s memory. The weather
was nasty, but through wind and rain,
peasants, workers, government officials
and Communist Party functionaries.
P.L.A. soldiers, students, and housewives,
led by Communist Party secretaries, re-
paired and stopped breaches in the dyke
the moment they were spotted. There
were breaches, but the great thing was
that the reinforced dykes were held up.
On June 25 the climax was reached and
the flood waters began to drain into the
ocean. The menace to Canton, the Pearl
River Delta and the counties on the lower
reaches of the North and West Rivers
has been averted. The people of Kwang-
tung, with the support of the nation be-
hind them, have won the first round of
the epic battle against the worst of the
flood.

In this strugzle against the floods peo-
ple naturally recalled the days of the
Kuomintang. In 1947, the magnitude of
the flood threatening the East River Valley
was much smaller than this year's, but
the entire rural population was left to
sink or swim. Many were drowned and
those who sought safety on the nearby
hills received no help and starved to
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death. In 1949 (before Kwangtung was
liberated), with the first flood warning
on the North River, all the Kuomintang
officials and officers turned to their heels
and left the people in the lurch. While
thousands of women and children. up-
rooted by the floods, cried and begged on
the wayside, the Kuomintang fugitive
officials had the gall to use the disaster
as a pretext to raise “relief” funds among
overseas Chinese —to feather their own
nests.

Although the worst possible damage
and destruction have been averted so far.
saving the greater part of the province
from disaster, the flood did manage to
play havoc with the valleys of the East
River despite the great effort to fight it
and despite all the water conservancy
works built in the past few vears. When
all had been done that could be done to
check the onslaught and the dvkes still
gave way, inundating large areas. the
primary concern of the Communist Party
and the government was to save the peo-
ple marooned on roof-tops and hilltops.
The three services of the People’s Libera-
tion Army. together with civilians,
worked day and night to rescue the
stranded peasants. The air force kept up
a continuous air-drop of emergency food
and medical supplies. By June 18 the
300.000 or so flood-stricken people had
been brought to safety. With the water
now subsiding in the East River, the peo-
ple have been given relief and assistance
to rebuild their homes and work on the
land again. The slogan at present is
“strive for a bumper harvest of late rice
to make up the losses.”

Women Pilots to the Rescue

In the rescue work during the battle
against the floods in Kwangtung Prov-
ince, China's women pilots acquitted
themselves in a magnificent manner
despite the stormy weather that threat-
ened to ground all aireraft. Shih Li-hsia,
Lin Shu-yu and Hsueh Wen-shu, top
women pilots trained after the liberation,
were on the air-lift job at first. They
ignored the blinding rainstorm and relied
on instrument flying to guide their planes
to the spots where refugees from the
floods in the East River region were seek-
ing refuge on the hilltops. In one and a
half hours’ time on June 16 they air-
dropped supplies accurately to a dozen or
so points and continued at their jobs, on
and off, for almost eight hours.

For several days the air-lift went on
and more than two hundred tons of
biscuits, fried rice, preserved food, cloth-
ing, medical supplies and communication
equipment were air-dropped to the peo-
ple marooned in isolated spots. The

mission was to make as many sorties as
possible to alleviate the suffering of the
refugees who were awaiting their turn to
be rescued. When these women pilots
were out on the second day, they got a
pleasant surprise. From their cockpits
they could discern quite distinctly big,
rough characters formed out of white
stones and other materials on the spot
where they had dropped supplies the dayv
before: “Long Live Chairman MAo!" and
“Long Live the Communist Party!” —the
grateful acknowledgement of the stranded
peasants,

Graduation Time

July is graduation time in China's
universities and the graduates are look-
ing forward to their first jobs. Chinese
graduates have no worry about finding
suitable employment upon leaving the
university. The state looks after that for
them. The important thing for them,
however, is how to apply their talents
to contribute the most to their new fields
of endeavour.

The Ministry of Education and the
Communist Youth League, the organiza-
tion of the country’s politically advanced
vouth. have been receiving many letters
from young men and women due to
graduate in a few weeks’ time expressing
this sentiment. With the education given
them by the Communist Party, in sur-
roundings where they could pursue their
studies without worry, they feel they owe
it to the people and the Party to go and
work where the country believes they
can make the best contribution to the
building of socialism, they write.

At the moment the universities are
humming with more than their usual
share of activities, what with most of
the students taking their final exams, the
graduates getting ready to embark upon
their new careers. and the preparations
being made to admit new students for
the next academic year in the autumn.
Entrance examinations for institutes of
higher learning are scheduled to be held
throughout the country beginning July 20.
Quite a few of the national dailies have
been running special features to furnish
the students with the necessary informa-
tion about the various colleges and uni-
versities, to help them make their choice.

In addition to the graduates of the
middle schools in the major cities and
provinces, overseas Chinese students and
students from Hongkong and Macao have
been registering for these college entrance
examinations. According to the regula-
tions issued by the Ministry of Education
they will be given preferential considera-
tion for admission along with workers,
peasants, ex-servicemen, and students of
national minority origin.
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RENMIN RIBAO

U.S. Troops Must Withdraw from

South

The following editorial appeared in *“Renmin Ribao”
(People’s Daily) on June 25, 1959. — Ed.

ODAY is the ninth anniversary of the patriotic war

of self-defence of the heroic Korean people against
U.S. aggression. It is also the day of struggle of peace-
loving people the world over supporting the Korean
people and demanding the withdrawal of U.S. troops
from south Korea. Since the Central Committee of the
Korean Fatherland Front on June 6 called upon the whole
Korean people to wage a struggle for the immediate
withdrawal of U.S. troops from south Korea, successive
statements have been issued by the World Council of
Peace, the Secretariat of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Soli-
darity Council, the World Federation of Trade Unions
and the World Federation of Democratic Youth, appealing
to the peoples of all lands to observe June 25 as “Korea
Day” to back up the struggle of the Korean people. The
demand of the Korean people for the withdrawal of U.S.
troops from south Korea is gaining strength daily. The
struggle for the withdrawal of U.S. troops and the peace-
ful unification of the fatherland is unfolding even in
south Korea despite the brutal repression by the U.S. and
the Syngman Rhee clique. The peace organizations in
the Soviet Union, Viet-nam, Mongolia, Indonesia, India,
Japan and many other countries have been organizing
various activities in support of the struggle of the Korean
people. The Chinese people, who have always had deep
sympathy and concern for the struggle of the fraternal
Korean people for the peaceful unification of their
fatherland. once again demonstrated their full support
for this just cause and firmly demanded the complete
withdrawal of the U.S. troops of aggression from south
Korea at mass rallies in Peking and other big cities.

The withdrawal of U.S. troops from south Korea
and the realization of the peaceful unification of Korea
are the unanimous wish of the 30 million Korean people
and the common demand of peace-loving people the
world over, Today, when the United States continues to
maintain its troops in south Korea and to obstruct the
peaceful settlement of the Korean question, this reason-
able wish and demand have become more urgent than
ever. The state of affairs since the Korean armistice has
fully proved this: the longer the U.S. troops stay in south
Korea, the more the Korean people suffer and the greater
the threat to peace.

Although nearly six years have elapsed since the
end of the fighting in Korea, due to deliberate U.S.
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Korea

sabotage, peace in Korea remains under constant and
serious threat and the Korean nation and state are still
divided. The Korean people who live in the north and
south are unable to reunite with their kinsfolk or even
see each other as if there were a great distance separating
them. The indefinite occupation of south Korea by the
U.S. troops, in addition, has become the source of the
calamities and misfortunes the people there have to face.
Acting on the orders of the United States, the Syngman
Rhee clique has pursued a bellicose policy of arms drive.
About 70 per cent of its budget is devoted to military
and police force expenses. The Korean people in the
south, as a result, are bled white and driven to economic
bankruptcy. Industrial production in south Korea today
does not even amount to half of what it was during the
period of Japanese rule. About four-fifths of the medium
and small enterprises there, which constitute 99 per cent
of the mining and industrial enterprises in south Korea,
have been forced to close down or reduce working time.
The number of unemployed and semi-employed totals 6.6
million. The rural economy. too, is in a hopeless plight.
South Korea, which was once known as the “granary
of Korea,” is now a land of hunger. To maintain their
evil rule, the United States and the Syngman Rhee
clique do not hesitate to take fascist measures to strip
the people of the minimum democratic rights and freedom.
In 1958 alone. 240.000 innocent people were impriscned.
It is little wonder that the Western press has described
south Korea as a *“hell,” admitting that to introduce
democracy in south Korea is even more difficult than to
make roses grow out of a heap of rubbish.

HE U.S. policy of splitting Korea indefinitely and
occupying south Korea by force is also a root cause
of the war danger in Asia. Since the armistice, the United
States has all along indulged in war provocations as the
answer to all the proposals of the Korean and Chinese
side aimed at peace and the peaceful unification of Korea.
It has not only illegally shipped large amounts of war
materials into south Korea, expanded Syngman Rhee’s
armed forces from 16 divisions at the time of the armis-
tice to 31 divisions, but has openly sent in atomic weap-
ons, established guided missile bases and even held
large-scale mobile atomic war manoeuvres in the vicinity
of the military demarcation line. In fact, it hopes to turn
south Korea into an “ammunition depot” and a base for
preparing a new atomic war.
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It is obvious that as long as U.S. froops forcibly
occupy  south Korea, it s impossible for the Korean
people to rid themselves of their national misfortune and
there can be no relaxation of tension in Korea and the
Far East. To deliver the people in south Korea from
their sufferings and to make the Korean armistice a
there is no other way oul bul to
compel the US, troops to withdraw from south Korea and

consolidated peace,

to bring about the peaceful unification of Korea at an
carly date.

N the six years since the armistice, the Korean-Chinese
side has made persistent and  sincere  efforls  to
promote a peaceful solution of the Korean question. The
Government of the Korean Democratic People’s Republie
has proposed that the authorities in both the south and
the north should each reduce their armed forces to
less than 100,000 men, and it has led the way by cut-
ting its own armed forces by 80,000 men. It has also
put forward, on many occasions, a series of proposals for
the withdrawal of all foreign armed forces from Korea
and the realization of the peaceful unification of the
country. But all these proposals were unreasonably
rejected by the United States and the Syngman Rhee
clique. Last year, the Chinese People’s Volunteers who
went to Korea to resist the U.S. aggressors and aid
Korea, to protect their homes and defend their mother-
land, withdrew compiletely. This is another important
contribution of the Chinese people to [facilitating a
peaceful settlement of the Korean question and preserving
peace in Asia and the world. In these circumstances,
the U.S. armed forces have no justilication whatsoever
to stay on in south Korea. To date, however, U.S. troops
are still in south Korea and refuse to get nu!. At the
same time they are stepping up their efforts to build and
expand their atomic and guided missile bases in south
Korea. The people the world over are entitled to ask:
What motive do the U.S. armed
forces have in prolonging their oc-
cupation of south Korea?

The continued stay of the U.S.
armed forces in south Koreca makes
one thing clear: The U.S. imperialists
still harbour their aggressive ambi-
tions against the Korean Democralic
People’s Republic and the People's
Republic of China. They vainly
hope to stage a come-buck one day.
The United States itself has not
tried to hide this. William H. Draper,
Jr., chairman of the U.S. Presidential
committce to study foreign aid.
openly declared that as far as the
United States is concerned. south
Korea represents a rcal [rontline,
and at the present there is only
truce but not peace. Not long ago,
George H. Decker, commander-in-
chief of the U.S. aggressive forces
in Korea, also uttered the ecry
that hostilities may break out again
in the Korean peninsula. The diverse
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war preparations conducted by the United States in south
Korea, it must be noted, are bul a part of its aggressive
designs against Asia. The United States has always
pursued a war policy in south Korea as a key component
of its saboiage of peace in the Far East. Of late. the
United States has instigated the pro-American govern-
ment of the Kingdom of Laos to scrap the Geneva
agreements openly, to re-open the civil war and create
tension in Indo-China. At the same time, it is intensifying
its elfort to equip Japan with nuclear weapons and trying
to knock togcther a “Northeast Asia Military
Alliance” through the revision of the Japan-United
States “Securily Trealy.” This would include south
Korea, Taiwan, Okinawa and the Ogasawara Islands with
Japan as its cenire. The United States is plotting to
co-ordinate the so-called “Northeast Asia Military Alli-
ance” with the “Southcast Asia Treaty Organization,” Lo
pave the way for further implementation of its policy of
expansion and war in Asia.

so-called

HE [acts fully demonstrate that the U.S. plot to prolong
the division of Korea and keep south Korea under its
armed occupation has not only blocked the reunion of
the 30 million Korean people and the peaceful unification
of their beautiful homcland, but is adversely alfecting the
relaxation of tension in the Far East and the consolidation
of world pcace. To promote a peaceful solution of the
Korean question and consolidate the peace in Korea and
the Far East, the Chinese people are willing to join hands
with the Asian peoples and the peace-loving people the
world over to compel the U.S. armed forces to withdraw
from south Korea and eliminate this source of war danger
in Asia. The Chinese people are firmly convinced that
the Korean people’s aspirations will certainly be realized,
that their struggle will certainly triumph and that the
aggressive forces of U.S. imperialism will certainly be
ousted from south Korea.
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“KOREA DAY"”

IN CHINA

by OUR CORRESPONDENT

IFTEEN hundred Peking citizens assembled to observe
“Korea Day™ on June 24, the eve of the ninth anniver-
sary of the outbreak of the Korcan war. It was an
emotion-charged rally. Speaker after speaker demanded:
U. S. invaders. get out of south Korea! Korca must be
peacefully reunited!

Elsewhere in the country. similar rallies were
held — in Antung, which could see the flames of Korea's
Sinuiju across the Yalu in the war days; in Yenchi, the
capital of the autonomous chou of China's Korecan na-
tional minority: and in big cities like Changchun,
Shenyang, Canton and Shanghai. The press has given
extended coverage to Korean news for days on end. The
entire Chinese people were aware of the significance of
this day.

Friendship Sealed in Blood

The words of Kuo Mo-jo, Chairman of the China
Peace Committee, well summarized popular sentiment at
the Peking rally which was sponsored by six Chinese peo-
ple’s organizations and attended by representatives of
all circles and walks of life.  “We. the peoples of China
comrades-in-arms.  Our
unbreakable friendship is sealed in blood. The relation-
ship between our two peoples is like lips and teeth and
as close as flesh and blood.” The presence of Korean
Ambassador Li Young Ho and other Korean guests. as
well as the appealing speech the Ambassador made at the
rally, added to the atmosphere of Chinese-Korean solidarity
and brotherhood.

and Korea.,” he said., “are

Korean woman embroidering a gift for
departing Chinese People’s Voluntleers
Woodcut by Chiu Tang

Pasl events are still vivid in the minds of people. In
June 1950 the newly liberated Chinese people suddenly
read the ominous headlines one morning: the Syngman
RRhee clique had unleashed a full-scale attack along the
entire lenglth of the 38th Parallel on June 25. Two days
later Truman ordered U.S. forces to give “cover and sup-
port” to the Syngman Rhee troops and the U.S. Seventh
Fleet to invade China's Taiwan. One week earlier. on
June 19, Dulles was known to have raved in Syngman
Rhee’s “National Assembly”: *“The eyes of the free world
are upon rou. Compromise with communism would be
to take the road leading to disaster.” The meaning of
these events was soon clear: U.S. imperialism had set
out to obliterate the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea and our young People’s Republic of China.

To the sirains of the Battle Song of the Volunteers,
thousands upon thousands of the best sons and daughters
of the Chinese people crossed the Yalu River and joined
the Korcan people in repulsing the U.S. aggressors. Millions
upon millions of people at home contributed to the cause
of “Resisting American Aggression and Aiding Korea” in
one way or another. On Korea’s blazing battlefront and
its scorched rear, Sino-Korean comradeship grew and
flourished.  There were Korcans who shiclded wounded
Chinese Volunteers [rom exploding shells with their own
bodies; there were Chinese Volunteers who took fatal
plunges into burning houses or ice-bound waters to save
Korean lives. ...

The Korcan people. fighting shoulder to shoulder with
the Chinese People’s Volunteers, dealt U.S. imperialism
the worst defeat it ever suffered. But since the armistice,
as pointed out by Liao Cheng-chih. Chairman of the Chi-
nese Committee for Afro-Asian Solidarity, who presided
over the Peking rally. the continued barbarous acts of
aggression on the part of the United States in Korea have
been threatening the security of the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea and peace in the Far East as well as
in the world,

A Hotbed of War

For the U.S. imperialists, the armistice signed in July
1953 was a reluctant facing up to harsh reality. It is
interesting to recall a typical U.S. comment of the time.
Barron's weekly, which caters to U.S. financial circles,
under the heading “Bitter Truce” wrote: “The first and
decisive fact is that after three years of fighting, high
casualties and the expenditure of billions, American arms
stand about on the line from which the war started.” U.S.
imperialism has not taken its defeat lying down and has
continued to stir up trouble in Korea.

Kuo Mo-jo in his speech cited some salient facts about
U.S. violations of the Korcan Armistice Agreement. From
the signing of the agrecement up to February 1959, the
number of intrusions by U.S. military aircraft reached
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1.721 and armed raids, gun firing, espionage activities.
trespassing and other acts of provocation against the area
north of the military demarcation line and the demili-
tarized zone totalled 966. The U.S. aggressors have
obstructed the activities of the neutral nations commission
supervising the armistice and shipped large quantities of
war materials. including atomic weapons and guided mis-
siles, into south Korea. Eight months have passed since
the Chinese People’s Volunteers cffected their complete
withdrawal from Korea, but U.S. troops still stay on in
the southern part of the peninsula. The United Stales
and the Syngman Rhee clique have repeatedly turned their
backs to the efforts of the Korcan-Chinese side for a
peaceful settlement of the Korcan question.

It is no secret that Washington hopes to keep south
Korea as its colony and military base and use the south
Koreans as its cannon fodder. Expounding the infamous
U.S. thecory of “making Asians fight Asians,” the former
commander of the US. Eighth Army in Korea. General
Van Fleet, told the U.S. Congress on March 6. 1953: “This
Oriental [referring to the youth of south Korea] is, of
course, a much cheaper man to maintain than an American
boy. His pay is about 10 cents a month. There are no
allowances. There is no insurance. When he is gone, he
is gone, left right there. That is the end of him.” How
cynical and cold-blooded! It was with this aim in mind
that the United States, soon after the signing of
the Korean armistice, concluded a so-called “mutual
defence treaty”™ with Syngman Rhee and. over the years,
has expanded Syngman Rhee's armed [orces from 16 to
31 divisions. The Uniled States is doing all these things,
Kuo Mo-jo warned, so as to be in a position to launch
another aggressive war at some [uture time.

A Living Hell

The speakers at the Peking rally and Chinese public
opinion generally have voiced deep sympathy with the
people of south Korea which “has been turned into a
hell on earth” under the U.S.-Rhee misrule, as Kuo Mo-
jo pointed out. A flood of facts has been reported in the
Chinese press. In south Korea. 70 per cent of the budget
goes to support the swollen military and police forces. In
1958. the total volume of imports was 20.4 times that of
exports. Commodity prices have soared 100 times during
the past ten years. South Korea. once a rice-exporting
region, now has to import more than 700.000 tons of food
grains each year. Twenty-eight per cent of the total
population, 6.6 million in all, are either jobless or semi-
employed. The average monthly wage of miners and
workers in heavy industry is 35,000 hwan and of workers
in light industry, 24,000 hwan, according to a south
Korean source. But a five-member family in Seoul has
to spend 52.000 hwan a month for its subsistence. To top

all this. there is the notorious police terror of the Syngman
Rhee clique.

In the foreign press, too, there are no few facts
showing what's behind the facade of this U.S.-sponsored
“democracy.” The New York National Guardian recently
reported: “The poverty of the south Korcans remains so
great that a Lutheran minister said it ‘disgraces all
humanity in the sight of God.” Even in the big cilies
thousands of families live in makeshift huts. . . . American
military and civilian personnel in south Korea live in
luxury in contrast to the Koreans' poverty. . . . Syngman
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Rhee’s U.S.-supported ‘free world” is a thorough-going
police state.” .

Speaking about the situation in south Korea. Korean
Ambassador ILi Young Ho rightly demanded: “These
hardships and tribulations of the people in south Korea
must not be allowed to go on. . . . If the U.S. imperialist
aggressive forces had not occupied south Korca., the
Korean people would have long since peacefully reunified
their fatherland and the people in south Korea would have
bEeen leading a happy and prosperous life together with
the people in north Korea.” The Ambassador went on
amidst tumultuous applause: “Korea belongs to the
Koreans. The Korean question must be settled by the
Korean people themselves peacefully. ... U.S. impe-
rialism must withdraw its troops from south Korea
immediately.”

In stark contrast with the situation in south Korea,
the northern part of the country has been advancing. as
the popular Korean slogan puts it. “on a flyving horse.”
A few figures are illuminating. The total value of indus-
trial output of the northern part of Korea in 1958
auadrupled that of 1949. the year prior to the outbreak
of the war. Last year. per capila production of important
sectors of the economy in north Korea were 36.5 kg. of
steel, 39 kg. of iron. 688 kg. of coal. 760 kwh. of clectricity.
124 kg. of cement. 370 kg. of grain and 45 keg. of chemical
fertilizers. (The corresponding figures for south Korea
were 0.8 kg, of steel, 0.1 kg, of iron. 115 kg. of coal. 67
kwh. of electricity. 13 kg. of cement, 174 kg, of grain and
no chemical fertilizer.) The historic tasks of agricultural
co-operation and socialist transformation of private
industry and commerce have been successfully carried
out in the northern part of Korca. Exploitation and
unemployment have long since become a thing of the past.
The people’s livelihood has improved markedly and suffice
it to cite the fact that compulsory junior middle school
education was instituted last November. A [ull-length
colour documentary, Korea Today, was shown following
the Peking rally. When one sees the industrial progress
spelled out in big blast furnaces and turbines and the
beautiful Pyongyang boulevards lined with modern new
buildings, and when one recalls the almost endless
stretech of ruins wrought by indiscriminate U.S. bombing
during the war, the story of rebuilding and growth in
north Korea assumes the proportions of an epic of our
times.

End the Source of Tension

All the facts make it increasingly evident to the peo-
nle of the world that U.S. occupation of south Korea is
a source of tension and the root cause of the suffering ol
the south Korean people. On this “Korea Day,” strong
voices were heard from Moscow to Hanoi. from Bagdad
to Tokyo. demanding that the U.S. troops pull out of
Korea at once. That is why Kuo Mo-jo confidently de-
clared: “The just struggle of the Korean people, supported
by all the peace-loving countries and people of the world,
will certainly triumph.”

Dwelling on the world situation as a whole. Kuo
Mo-jo condemned the United States for sustaining a
handful of reactionaries most detested by the people of
the world as its accomplices and tools. such as Adenauer.
Kishi. Chiang Kai-shck., Syvngman Rhee. Ngo Dinh Diem,
cle. The people of the world now can see very clearly.

9



he said, that U.S. imperialism is the mainstay of the most
reactionary and decadent forces and the common enemy
of all the peace-loving pcople of the world. But, he
stressed, if the people in Asia, Africa and Lalin America
and all peace-loving forces continue to strengthen their
solidarity, sharpen their vigilance and persist in their
struggle, imperialism will surely be defeated.

Report from Tibet

NEW DAY

At the DPeking rally representatives of China's
democratic parties, trade unions, women, and youth spoke
out one after another in support of the Korean people.
The meeting adopted a message addressed to the brothers
and sisters across the Yalu. embodying the Chinese peo-
ple’s attitude: “For peace and for the unification of Korea.
the U.S. forces of aggression must get out of south Korea!”

IN LHASA

by KUO KUNG

HASA in June is warm and gay. And this summer,
what with all the many changes that have taken place
since the quelling of the rebellion in spring, the people
are in a mood for merry-making. Recently they cclebrat-
cd the centuries-old Lingka Festival, a three-day holiday
lor oulings and picnicking, in the beautiful Nyizhol
Lingka. Less than a year ago, the troops of the kasha,
the former local government of Tibet, had this place roped
off as a rifle-range. This year, the festival fell on June
20-22. Tents decorated with bunting and flags were pitch-
ed by the Lhasa River in the woods inside the Lingka
(park). A big snow-white awning was set over a stage
for performances.

The second day of the festival being Sunday, cadres
and many P.L.A. men could also join the public in Lhasa
for the holiday. Peasanis rode or tramped in from the
oulskirts to enjoy the fun. Many herdsmen from north
of the city rode in too.

Gay Songs

A gay song and dance programme was given in addi-
tion to a play entitled The Last Days of Misrule, based on
a true story of the rebellion. Among the dancing crowd
was a girl called Namjal who sang:

Anybody here going to Peking?

Pray take this hata of mine to Chairman Mao!
The days of the past were dark as the pit of hell;
Now the sun of happiness shines overhead,
Warming the poor. .

Namjal was formerly a slave girl in the family of
Yuto Chahsi-dongchu, one of the ringleaders of the re-
bellion. In the past, she would have had to wait on her
masters in silence at the festival. There would have been
no place for her to sing and dance. But today is dif-
ferent. Frcedom has come to Namjal, like the rest of
the oppressed in Tibet. The man who led the dancing
with a party of 30 other young men and women was
Doje-phuntsog, a former house-serf of Tsarong Dazang-
dradul, another ringleader of the rebellion.

Five hundred lamas from the Gahdan Monastery walk-
ed more than 40 kilometres to the Nyizhol Lingka to
celebrate the festival. They performed a religious dance.
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Here, as clsewhere in Tibet, people are busy as well
as gay al these first stirrings of the new life. The shops
are crowded. The Parkor. Lhasa's main thoroughfare,
is lined with stalls with a wide range of goods for sale,
[rom local made pules (Tibetan rugs) to silver and jade
ornaments.  Truckloads of goods are pouring into the cily
along the Chinghai-Tibet Highway, destroyed by the rebel
bandits and repaired immediately after the quelling of
the rebellion. Peasants flock to market, their donkeys
loaded with gingke barley, tsamba and other farm produce.
Market prices have never been as stable as they are
now. Every day in front of the Jokhan Monastery, as
of yore there are men and women chanting prayers, or
carrying in their offerings of butter to keep alight the
lamps before the Buddha.

New Roads

Roads inside the city are being repaired or recon-
structed. A 500-mctire-long avenue has been laid out at
the heart of the city, and another new road 160 metres
long leading from the People’s Hospital to the Potala
Palace is now under construction. The road between the
Norbu Lingka and the Jokhan Monastery was destroyed
by the rebel bandits during the rebellion. It is again open
to traffic.

Here in Lhasa. something new and vital is prowing
up while all that is old and moribund is dying away. In
the middle of last month, Lhasans made a clean sweep
of accumulated dirt and refuse. Tons of garbage that
littered the city for no one knows how long were
cleared away in a matler of a few days. Cesspools within
the city limits were levelled up. Streets and lanes were
covered with fresh sand. Over 500 metres of silted up
sewage dilches were dredged out by the local residents
themselves. Women residents. adapting a time-honoured
custom to new needs. decorated strect corners by sprinkl-
ing yellow and white earth in attractive designs. A fa-
vourite pattern was the symbo! [or “good luck.”

Not far away from the Remogia Monastery, a large
ditch winds its way through the northern part of the
city. No one, not even the old inhabitants there. knew
when it was dug or what it was excavated for. If it had
been used to drain away waler. it had long ceased to
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perform this function but become a cesspool [illed with
night soil and mud, and it stank terribly. Several hun-
dred households live beside this ditch, the road along its
edge was so narrow that children playing there often fell
into it. Now the residents in the area have dredged it
and widened the road.

Only a few months ago colonics of beggars lived in
rows of dilapidated hovels in filthy, narrow lanes, the
flotsam and jetsam of serfdom. New life has come to them
too. Years ago, the central authorities tried to get
them rehoused but the kasha refused to allot land for this
purpose. The project was put off from day to day. Now,
most of these hovels have disappeared and soon all the rest
of these unfortunates will be moving into the new homes
provided for them. Those who are disabled, aged or
weak, are receiving publie reliefl, eating tsamba and drink-
ing buttered tea [or the [irst time in their lives. Twenly-
eight needy households with able-bodied members have
organized themselves into a production team and re-
claimed 36 khals* of wasteland. They are now busily
digging ‘rrigation ditches and collecting manure for their
new [arm.

Jobs for the Unemployed

To date. some 1,400 uncmployed in the city have
been given jobs since the quelling of the rebellion. Tharwa,
a beggar only recently, is now a mason, keen on his work,
and eager to master the craft. Another beggar., Gyanba,
is now a carpenter earning good wages. Yunchu is now
a building worker who was on the cdge of utlter despair
when he was rescued. Ruined by the back-breaking ula
system. he had run awayv from his native village by the
Tsangpo River and had roamed about from place to
place for thirty years seeking to make a living. His wife
and nine-month-old baby were killed by the rebel bandits
during the rebellion. His own life was saved by a Han
cadre when he was attempting to drown himself in the
Lhasa River. He is now more than content with his

*Khal is a Tibetan unit of weight equivalent to about 125
kKilogrammes. One khal of land means a piece of land large
enough to sow one khal of seed. — Ed.

regular wages, the new clothing and good food he gets.
But it is hard for him to put the past behind him and
cease Lo wish hopelessly that his wife and child were
still alive to share his happiness.

Some miles to the east of Lhasa city a big hydro-
electric power station is being built on the Lhasa River.
Work is going ahead here at full speed after a brief in-
terruption caused by the rebels. Tibetan and Han work-
ers are pressing the job ahead shoulder to shoulder. They
all understand that with the completion of this plant
generating 6,000 kilowatts, power undreamt of in
the past will come to Lhasa to turn machine tools and
machines and replace the smoky light of oil lamps with
bright electricity in the homes of the people. That day
can’'t come soon cnough for them. On the afternoon of
May 18, the big dam that blocks the water of the Lhasa
River was completed. Now, the sccond stage of the pro-
ject is in hand: the building of another dam, the splitting
of a nearby hill for the race that will carry water to the
turbines and the building of the power plant itself.

More than 160,000 khals of land have been sown since
this spring in the Lhasa area. Not far from the city sixty-
six-year-old Yieshi and his family are living. During the
rebellion, his last khal of qingke barley which he had kept
as seed to be sown this spring was taken away by a group
of rebels. As the thaw set in, with dogged persistence
and hope in providence he had ploughed his land even
though he had no seed to sow. The work tecam of the
Lhasa Committee of the Chinese Communist Party came
to his rescue just in time. They brought along with
them not only food for relief but also seed to be
issued as interest-free loans. After the rebellion, something
around 1,785,000 jin of seed grain was issued in such
loans in the [iftecn dzong (counties) that come under the
Lhasa arca. The Yieshis are only one among thousands
of families who are now looking forward to an un-
precedented event in their lives: the first harvest that will
be truly their own.

More Children at School

More children are now at school. Soon after the re-
bellion was crushed in Lhasa, the number of school chil-

Lhasans at the Lingka Festival: (left) dancing youngsters and (right) a family picnic
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Hsinhua radiophoto
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dren increased by more than 1,500. Most of the new-
comers were children of serfs and homeless orphans who
until recently roamed the streets in piteous plight. In
the past, the reactionaries did all they could to prevent
children of the common people from attending school and
attendance was even more difficult, of course, for children
of impoverished serf families. So the two primary schools
founded in Lhasa never had enough pupils in all the eight
years following the peaceful liberation. But today they
are finding it difficult to admit all the children wishing
to go to school. In the first two days after the No. 3 Lhasa
Primary School opened its doors more than 600 children
applied to enter. It filled so rapidly that the Preparatory
Committee for the Autonomous Region of Tibet has found
it necessary to set up the No. 4 Lhasa Primary School. In
addition to these, 19 schools run by local residents’ com-
mittees have also been set up. On June 1, a primary
school was set up for the first time in Drajag Chika on
the outskirts of Lhasa. The 123 pupils who came that
first day were all children of poor peasant families.

Many adults in the city are now also going to even-
ing schools to learn to read and write; they include
tailors, painters, peasants and house slaves who have just
won their freedom. Cultural activities too are booming.
The people of Lhasa have set up six amateur song and
dance groups with some 200 members. A new cinema has
been opened and (wo mobile film projection teams tour
the city districts and suburbs.

People Want Reform

There is an insistent demand everywhere for demo-
cratic reform to put an end to the cruel and barbarous
feudal serf system. Free to speak out the people are
voicing their demands. Not long ago Chang Kuo-hua,
deputy-secretary of the Working Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party in Tibet, paid house-to-
house visits among the peasants in Dzai Dzong near
Lhasa. Practically every one of them told him that

Capital Construction

New Coal

Mines

“they couldn’t carry on” if democratic reform didn't
come soon. Tsongje, a Tibetan mother, told him that
last year she and her family had sowed two khals of
seed on a small plot and harvested four khals of grain.
One half of the harvest had to go for the rent and the
other hall to repay the sced she had borrowed. That is.
after a year’s hard toil, she and her [amily had nothing
to live on. This was no isolated case. Rents, corvee and
usury under serfdom bowed the Tibetan masses to the
ground, but they are determined to rise to their feet and
throw this load of exploitation off their shoulders.

Quite a few people of the middle and upper social
strata in Tibet have also come to see the utter cruelty
of the serf system and how it has held the Tibetan people
back in poverty and want. That is why they also favour
the peacelul reforms which are the policy of the central
authorities. Sampo Tsewong Rentzen, a member of the
Preparatory Committee for the Autonomous Region of
Tibet, spoke for many besides himself when he recently
publicly expressed what he felt about the reforms: “I'm
a big land-owner myself and I used to be proud of it.
But as I saw the world situation and the situation here
at home change and understood the crying need of the
Tibetan people for reform, T began to feel dissatisfied with
this landlord life. So that everybody can lead a happy
life, I, for one, am for the reforms.”

In his message to Chairman Mao and other leaders of
the Chinese Communist Party and the state sent on his
return to Lhasa from Peking on June 15, Panchen Erdeni
wrote: “All that we see now, however, is only the beginning
of the new life of the Tibetan people who have just eman-
cipated themselves from rule of violence by the reactionary
feudal serf-owners. We, the Tibetan people, are confronted
today by the urgent task of rapidly carrying out democratic
reforms on the basis of thoroughly quelling the rebellion,
burying the feudal serf system, establishing the people’s
democratic system and completely liberating the Tibetan
people from the yoke of the feudal serf system.”

in China

by CHU CHI-LIN

APITAL construction in the coal industry is going

ahead this year on a very large scale. Total invest-
ments and the number and capacity of new mines and
coal-washing plants that will go into production this year
will exceed last year’s big leap forward. Extensive
building is going on in many parts of the country: in
the rising new coal town of Pingtingshan in central
China’s Honan Province; in the rich new coalfield north
of the Huai River in Anhwei Province —the Huaipei
coalfield known as a “sea of coal,” to cite but two. The
Kailan Colliery, one of the oldest in the country founded
81 years ago, is getting a new lease on life as large-scale
construction is undertaken to expand it. Work on a
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number of coking coal bases is also in full swing. The
expansion of coking coal and coal-washing plants this
year is part of the national effort to increase steel produc-
tion.

Increasing Scale of Construction

Large-scale construction since liberation has changed
the face of China’s coal industry. More than 600 major
projects were started from liberation to the end of 1958,
The total designed capacity of these projects far surpassed
the total capacity of the existing collieries.

As early as 1950. the sccond year of liberation, work
started on a number of huge modern mines — the Haichow
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open-cast mine of the Fuhsin Col-
liery, the Tungshan pit of the Ho-
kang Colliery and the central pit of
the Liaoyuan Colliery, all in the
northeast. The Soviet Union helped
in the design, construction and supply
of equipment. Several other modern
pits designed by Chinese engineers
were also started in the northeast in
the same ycar.

When China embarked on  her
First Five-Year Plan in 1953, capital
construction in the coal industry was
spread to all parts of the country and
the scale of construction increased
year by year. In 1957 alone, there
were more than 60 new starts with
a total designed capacity considerably
grealer than the total capacity of
new mines started during the entire
period of rehabilitation (1950-1952).

An unprecedented leap forward
took place in 1958, with more than
400 new starts, nol counting those
small pits built by the local authorities or the people’s com-
munes by indigenous methods. In 1958 alone. the volume
of construction (in terms of designed capacity) was more
than double the total undertaken during the entire First
Five-Year Plan.

By the end of 1958, more than 160 projects had
already been completed and commissioned. Production
from the new pits completed in the earlier years has
risen rapidly. In the Haichow open-cast mine, the Pingan
pit of the Fuhsin Colliery and the Tungshan and
Hsingantai pits of the Hokang Colliery. output has
surpassed the designed levels.

Wide Geographic Distribution

The building of coal mines procecded according to
the principle of tapping the potentialities of the existing
collieries fully and. at the same time. placing new mines
as close to the consuming areas as possible so as to effect
a more rational distribution of the coal mines and save
transport costs. Care has also been taken to ensure a
proper proportion of the different types of coal produced.
Where a mine is suitably located. the reserves are rich
and the quality of the coal is high, comparatively large-
scale construction is undertaken to turn it into a national
coal base. There are dozens of such bases in all parts of
the couniry in operation or under construction. More
than three-quarters of the new pils under construction
(in terms of designed capacity) are clustered around these
bases. Many existing bases are being expanded. In most
cases, the new capacity to be added will far surpass the
existing capacily of the collicries.

How new construction changed the existing collieries
is well illustrated by the Fuhsin Colliery. This colliery
was built in 1936 on the basis of existing small pits by
the Japanese militarists who ruthlessly looted China’s
resources during their occupation of northeast China
(1931-1945). In 1941, the peak year before liberation.
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Al the Haichow open-cast mine

Drawing by Wang Chi

there were more than 30 small slope mines and several
small open-cast mines which produced a total of 4.12
million tons of coal by primilive methods — hand picks
and other tools. This colliery was taken over by the
Kuomintang from the Japanese. When the Kuomintang
fled in 1948, they scriously damaged the mines. Ouiput
in 1949 dropped to 1.88 million tons.

Large-scale construction since liberation has changed
all this. More than 30 new projects were started. Of
these, the Haichow open-cast mine alone has a designed
capacity of 3 million tons. But in 1958, it actually turned
out 4.89 million tons of coal. This means that a single
new mine turned out nearly one-fifth more coal than the
entire colliery did in its pre-liberation pecak year!

The Haichow mine is a huge modern open-cast mine
cquipped with 4-cubic-metre power shovels for stripping
the overburden, and 120-ton electric locomotives. Opera-
tions are thoroughly mechanized. An automatic signal
systiem facilitates the transport of coal.

The newly built Pingan pit of the same colliery ex-
emplifies modern deep-mining in China today. Here, coal-
cutting, loading and unloading at the work faces and
underground transport are all mechanized. Coal is hauled
out in hopper cars. Then it is automatically sorted and
loaded on out-going trains. The pit bottom is equipped
with a chain-type blocking system. Various safety
devices ensure safe operation.

New Coal Bases

About one-quarter of the new pits under construction
are designed to develop new coal bases. These are scat-
tered in more than 20 provinces, municipalities and
autonomous regions. Most of these new coal bases are
rising rapidly from bare ground. Take the Pingtingshan
Colliery in Honan Province, for example. The place used
to be a stretch of barren field that cannot be located on
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a 3J-year-old map. The first spade of earth was dug in
September 1955. By the end of 1958, dozens of new pits,
large and small, were started with a total designed
capacity close to the level of production of some of the
biggest collieries in China.

To meet the requirements of construction and pro-
duction. a big power plant was built in Pingtingshan and
powerful transmission lines were set up. Rows of new
buildings — plants, offices and residences — have come up
and a highway network has emerged. A special railway
linking this mining centre with the Peking-Canton trunk
line is now open to traffic. In less than four years, a
mining town of more than 100,000 people has risen.

The first pit at Pingtingshan was completed and
commissioned in the latter part of 1957. Since then
output has been going up steadily. This colliery is fast
becoming the first powerful coal base in central China.

Recent prospecting and actual construction have
buried the myth prevalent before liberation that south
China has little or no coal reserves. The building of
new coal bases has already begun to alter the geographic
distribution of China’s coal industry. It was lopsided in
the past. with heavy concentrations in north and north-
cast China and few coalficlds in south China., neces-
sitating long hauls of coal from the northern part of the
country to the south.

Rising Technical Level

In the course of the construction of coal mines, a
technical force of skilled builders has been created and
its ranks are growing. Before liberation, the few modern
mines in existence were mostly designed and built by
foreign contractors. There was no Chinese technical force
to speak of.

The first force of Chinese technicians and skilled
workers grew up when China began building large modern
mines in the northeast, with Soviet assistance, in 1950,
Technical personnel and workers from the Kailan and
Huainan Collieries came to the northeast and learnt on
the job.

When large-scale construction got under way during
the First Five-Year Plan. many workers were sent from
the producing mines {o the building sites. With the help
of Soviet experts, Chinese workers mastered modern
techniques of building, such as simultaneously sinking
and lining the shaft, modern techniques of tunnelling and
lining, the installation of machines and equipment for big
mechanized modern mines, the building of headframes.
pitheads, bunkers and other above-ground buildings. They
are now capable of building entirely on their own modern
mines with an annual capacily of 2.4 million tons and coal-
washing plants with an annual capacity of 4 million tons.
Thousands of building machines are now in use. A con-
siderable degree of mechanization has been achieved.

By introducing new techniques of construction. the
workers have succeeded in raising efficiency considerably.
An example is the use of large-hole blasting. By the
use of this and other methods, builders of the Chuantai
shaft at Hsuchow, in Kiangsu Province, succeeded in
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creating a record of 160.9 metres per month. Tech-
niques of sinking shafts through complex geological strata
have also been mastered. The method of sinking rein-
forced concrete pipes with vibrating pile drivers, similar
to that employed in erecting the piers of the Yangtse
River Bridge at Wuhan, is now being successfully used in
Huaipei to sink shafts through thick strata of shifting
sand. As a result of constant improvements in techniques
of construction, the national average rate of shaft sinking
increased three-fold from 7.97 moetres per month in 1950 to
23.17 metres per month in 1958.

The rate of tunnelling also increased rapidly by the
use of new methods. The tunnels are now cutl in one
sweep. This method is safer and from 14 to 20 per cent
more efficient than the older method of cutting a small
tunnel first and then enlarging it. Composite work teams
capable of performing all {ypes of operations have been
organized. Last yecar, builders of the Yunkang slope
mine at the Tatung Colliery in Shansi Province chalked up
a new record of 431 metres per month in tunnelling
through rocks. Builders of the Mawushan slope mine at
the same colliery created a record of 1.335 metres per
month in tunnelling through coal.

On the basis of these suceessful experiences, the Minis-
try of Coal Industry has summed up 22 major measures
which are now being widely applied by the builders
throughout the country in their “Red Banner” emulation
campaign. By applying these and other measures the
builders hope to accomplish more this vear than in any
previous year.

SON OF THE
WORKING CLASS

The autobiography of Wu Yun-to, one
of New China's best-loved heroes of labour.
Wu was a coal miner. He grew up in the
maelstrom of struggle acgainst the Japanese
invaders and the reactionaries who were
betraving the country. Whether organizing
a strike, making rifles with home-made
tools, getting explosives [or the people's
army by rifling enemy time-bombs. or con-
valescing from his third wound., he never
stopped working for the revolution.

The significance of this book is not so
much that it is the story of a single hero —
though Wu never indulges in heroies —as
that it was because there were countless Wu
Yun-tos —simple men of heroic mould —
that the Chinese people won through to
victory.

226 pp. Illustrated.

Published by: Foreign Languages Press
Pai Wan Chuang, Peking (47)., China

Distributed by: Guozi Shudian
P. O. Box 399, Peking, China
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China’s Porcelain Capital

Chingtehchen

Today

by CHUNG HO

YROSSING Poyang Lake our boat sailed up the clear
reaches of the River Chang till we came to the foot of
the Southern Hills in northern Kiangsi. Chingtlehchen,
China’s “porcelain capital,” announced itsell by the red
glow cast by its chimneys against the evening sky. Re-
flecting the scene. the river's surface shimmered as if
countless fiery dragons were dancing in its waters. Hun-
dreds ol boats stood by loaded with poreclain and pottery,
and rcady to sail.

Chingtehchen lay like a smashed rice-bowl in the days
just before its liberation. Today its busy population is
spilling over its edges. Pre-liberation chaos reduced it to
less than 50,000 people. Now. it is the second largest city
in Kiangsi with a population of 300.000.

1,500 Years of History

Chingtehchen is a well-known name 1o lovers of fine
pollery the world over. Its kilns date back to the Eastern
Han dynasty (25-220 A.D.). In Tang times (618-907) it
was a major porcelain centre.  Its exquisite wares were
already known far beyond China’s borders. The period from
the Yuan to the middle of the Ching dynasty (from the 13th
to the mid-18th century) was one of the most productive
in its history. Iis output at that time went up to 800,000
dan (400 tons) a year.

After the Opium War, Chinglehchen's products began
to suffer increasingly from the competition of cheap
foreign imports which. due to the unequal treaties. came
in practically duly free. The situation grew worse when
the imperialist powers used their special privileges to set
up pottery factories in China itsell. During Kuomintang
times, all kinds of taxes and levies and general economic
and social chaos hastened the decline of this ancient handi-
craft centre. But worse befell during the war against the
Japanese invaders (1937-1945). Many Kilns were destroyed
in Japanese air raids. By 1942, ils oulput had dropped
to 40,000 dan a year. Many experienced potiers were job-
less and destitute. The whole area looked derelict as
homes were deserted by people seeking work and a liveli-
hood eclsewhere.

Liberation came to Chingtichchen in April 1949, The
first act of the People’s Government was to help get pro-
duction started up again. By 1955. more than 80 kilns
were working. Outpul soared to 808.000 dan a year. a new
all-time record. As the local saying goes: “When por-
levolving
around porcelain. Chingtehchen’s general industrial and

celain flourishes. a hundred trades flourish.”

agricultural production has expanded rapidly.

“New every day and different every month” is the
expression Chingtehchen’s people like to use to describe
their town.

As we drove through broad new sireets. and pn.\'svd
by Saddle Hill, we saw rows of new factory and com-
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mercial  buildings. New  ceramics works which  have
already gone into production include a factory to produce
industrial porcelain goods. a porcelain clay factory where
the whole production process is mechanized, a chemical
plant producing raw materials for porcelain making and
a plant to make building materials of poreelain.  Still
under construction is the state-owned Chinglehchen Por-
celain Factory, lully mechanized and automatic and with
up-to-date tunnel kilns. This is being built with the
assistance of Czechoslovak experts. When completed, it
will be the biggest of its kind in China. Another special
factory being built will be devoled exclusively to the
production of high-quality pottery and porcelain. This
will also be mechanized and automatic. A host of other
plants are also appearing either to serve the pottery indus-
try directly or the growing population of the place. The
formerly ramshackle town is taking on the look of a
modern urbanized arca. What were barren mountains and
wasteland ten years ago are now busy construction sites.

The social services and lighter side of life are not
neglected. The city’s Lotus Lake has been turned into a real
beauty spot and around the lake blocks of buildings have
sprung up to provide the pottery and other workers with
living quarters and modern service facilities. As the
workers move into this new residential area their wretched

A modern teapot and cup from Chingtehchen



old hovels are being pulled down to make way for new
buildings. New parks. cultural clubs, cinemas, theaires
and hospitals with modern equipment are making Ching-
tehchen a delightful place to live and work in.

Rapid Development

Chingtehchen lives and talks pottery. Evervone takes
a special pride in the rapid rebirth of its famous indus-
try. Since liberation, a whole series of measures have
been taken to revive traditional skills which had been
lost for decades, to introduce scientific methods into the
pottery and porcelain industry and train the new forces
needed. In addition to various kinds of short-term train-
ing courses, a school of porcelain making, a school of
ceramic arts and an institute for the ceramic arts, the
first of its kind in China. have been established. A
ceramics research institute was set up in 1954, Last year.,
as one of the results of its work, a thick volume entitled
Draft History of Chingtehchen Ceramics was published.

Old artisans, artists, scienfific and technical workers
have got together to restore the artistic skill and taste for
which Chingtehchen was famous. During the last few
vears, they have revived 40 rare colourced glazes. such as
the “drunken beauty,” “rose purple,” “sacrificial red” and
“tea dusl.” And in addition, they have careated 20 new
glazes including the “flaming red” and “peacock bluce.”

Certain porcelain figures like the “Twelve Horses™ or
the “Three Sages™ have been perennial favourites with
the Chinese public. Last year, the press reported the crea-
tion of another set of “Eight Kittens™” which have instantly
leaped into popular regard for their lively verisimilitude
and charm. This set of figures is one of the 300 fresh
products of the newly revived art of porcelain sculpture
in Chingtehchen. These draw their subjects from his-
torical, contemporary and natural life. In addition. the
ceramic artists have designed over one thousand new
products and hundreds of new designs have been made
by artists for the decoration of tea sets. dinner ware and
other household crockery.

A great deal of attention is being given to the technical
side of porcelain manufacture. The porcelain clay pro-
duced in nearby Kaolin for Chingichchen’s use has made
such a name for itself that the word Kaolin has gone into
the vocabulary of many languages as a synonym for high-
quality porcelain clay. Many indications seemetl to show
that Chingtehchen and neighbouring areas had other
materials available for porcelain making. Extensive
surveys and research have confirmed these suppositions.
It has been found that the white stone of Taihokeng is an
excellent material for making high-grade glazed ware.
The tao stone of Loping to the south of Chingtehchen has
produced particularly good low-temperature white glaze.
Many experiments went to discovering the correct pro-
portions for mixing materials and the most suitable tem-
peratures for firing. Now reliable methods of using the
new materials have been worked out.  But rescarch goes
on tirelessly. Workers, technicians and specialists are
investigating other hopeful avenues of further advance.

Before liberation. Chinglehchen’s porcelain making was
done entirely by hand. In 1954, the first semi-mechanized

porcelain factory, the Chienkuo, went into production.
Here mechanical devices take care of all the initial
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slages in porcelain manufacture, from breaking the stone
down into clay to moulding and shaping ware ready for
the first firing. Many other factories followed the Chien-
kuo in introducing semi-mechanized processes and now
one-third of the kilns have replaced hand work by mechan-
ical devices in the initial processes. This has greatly
raised labour productivity: and greatly lightened the
work. Power-driven potter’s wheels for shaping the clay
are now being widely used to replace the old handicraft
wheels. The Red Star Porcelain Factory, a mass produc-
tion plant, has successfully experimented with the use of
a machine which automatically pours the raw material into
the moulds. This greatly reduces finevenness in the thick-
ness of the wares. A grinding mill and other machines it
has introduced have all helped to increase the extent of
mechanization and semi-automatization of production.

For centuries, Chingtehchen's polters used pine wood
as the only fuel for their kilns. In the primitive types
ol kilns this resinous wood produced the needed high tem-
peratures rapidly. Over the last fifty vears prior to the
liberation some enlerprising people did experiment in sub-
stituting coal for pine, but these efforts got nowhere.
There were great difficulties involved in getting and keep-
ing the necessary temperatures with coal in the old type
of kilns and. ol course. it was difficult to raisc capital for
new kilns.  Chingtehehen consumed an average of 300,000
cubic metres of pine wood cach year and as the pine wood
in the immediate ncighbourhood became increasingly
scarce, transport of fuel from distant places added greatly
to the costs of production. The government began to
tackle this urgent problem in 1954. After many experi-
ments, the Chienkuo Factory finally succceeded in produc-
ing good porcelain in a kiln fired by coal. Since then
there have been many improvements made in the use of
coal and now over 160 kilns in the town use this fuel.

A great many new uses are being found for porcelain.
Answering the call to “replace steel by porcelain.” Ching-
tchchen’s workers have created many different kinds of
machine parts and equipment. including blowers and hot
air pipes, out of porcelain. as well as porcelain wheels and
cquipment for medical and electrical installations.

Brisk Market

Improved quality and greater variety have given
Chingtehchen porcelain a brisk market throughout the
country. Last year. it sold 48 times more than in 1950.
The demand abroad is growing too. Fifty countries are
now importing Chingtehchen products.

At its most flourishing period, Chingtehchen's por-
celain ware was described not only at home but also in
many foreign lands, as being “white as jade, thin as paper,
clear as a mirror and resonant as a musical stone.” Last
yvear, the Ceramics Research Institute succeeded in trial
producing a type of white glaze surpassing in whiteness
any porcelain previously made in Chingtehchen. To regain
the highest standards and maintain them both Tor unique,
hand-made ware and under modern mass production
conditions will be no easy task. But the Chingtehchen
workers are confident that with their craft enjoying every
support from the government, the industry will continue
to expand and they will soon create products of which
their ancestors could well be proud.
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SIDELIGHTS

A Book-loving Commune. Peasants of
the Gaoshan People’s Commune in Ying-
vang Counly, Honan Province, boast that
the sound of reading aloud echoos
throughout their villages. While this may
overstate the case a bit, there's more
than a germ of truth to this rural county’s
pride in its progress in literacy. Ying-
yang was a barren mountainous area be-
fore liberation. Drought and flood, rice
husks and wild plants, were the poor
peasants’ fare from one vear's end to
another. Every year since liberation has
brought greater and better changes into
their lives. Last spring, most of the peas-
ants started their lessons and joined the
ranks of the literate. This opened a
rich new world for them. The demand
for books rose. A library with 40,000
books was set up. In a week, the com-
mune members donated another 15,000
One library was not enough (o cope with
the peasants’ avid interest. A network
of 56 big and small librarvies came into
being, with more than 100,000 books and
many newspapers and magazines. Two
hundred and fifty mobile libraries now
take the books directly to the peasants’
homes or 1o the fields during breaks,
where they are welcomed by one and all.
°
Longest Raiiway Tunnel Drilled Through,
The drilling of China’s longest railway
tunnel, the 4,000-metre-long Liangfengya
tunnel, was completed on June 16.
Driven through the Loushan Mountains
in northern Kweichow Province, the
tunnel is under the famous “72 hairpin
furns™ of the Szechuan-Kweichow High-
way. New methods in drilling and drain-
age were used which made it possible
to complete the complex job 15 months
ahead of schedule. The Liangfengya is
one of 70 tunnels on the new Szechuan-
Kweichow Railway now under construc-
tion, a major artery linking heretofore
remote  southwest China  with the
national railway network.
.

Hangchow Silk Parasols. Light Hang-
chow silk parasols in all the colours of
the rainbow are making their appearance
this year in greater numbers and more
attractive designs than ever before. De-
lightful as these parasols are as works
of art and utility, peak production be-
fore liberation never exceeded 10,000. In
those days the only people who could
afford them were a handful of rich
tourists visiting the West Lake. The
parasol-makers were individual crafts-
men with very small capital. They were
at the mercy of middlemen and capitalists
and had dilficulties getting raw materials.
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The market was limited, and few
were willing to risk depending on their
production for a living. Hsu Shun-teh, a
famous old master who made parasols
with the help of his daughter lor years,
had to engage in petty trading on the
side to support his family. The largest
number of crafltsmen who ever engaged
in this work only came to 56. Since
liberation, the demand for silk parasols
Las gone up sharply. The parasol crafts-
men were organized into co-operatives
where they are assured of a steady in-
come and supplies of raw materials.
Each year more new craftsmen joined in
the trade until now the total number is
over 450. As for production, by 1958 it
had risen to 442.000, and more is planned
for this year. In addition to landscapes,
new designs include dragons, phoenixes
and [lowers.

S0

°
Inner Mongolian Sports Meel. Six of
the nation’s best times in horse-racing
were established at the first region-wide
sports meet held in the Inner Mongolian
Autonomous Region not long ago. 14-
vear-old Taoerhchi, son of a herdsman
on the Silingol grasslands and a fourth-
year primary-school student who rode a
Mongolian bay. won the 10,000-metre
cace in 15 min. 25 see. 17-year-old Ching-
sema, riding a gray mount, linished the
women’s 1,000-metre race in 1 min. 13
sec. Thesce and other resulls
show that horse-racing, a tradi-
tional favourite among the
herdsmen and hunters who
inhabit the region. is being
splendidly carried on by its
younger generation. But horse-
manship has ceased to monopo-

lize the interest of people
in Inner Mongolia. Facilities
and coaching provided since

liberation have enabled them to
branch out into other sports as

well. A total of 44 new re-
gional sports records were
chalked up at the meet.

°

Lakeside Tea. Lakeside tea-
houses at the West Lake in
Hangchow are already serving
[ragrant longjing tea fresh from
this year’s first crop. The tea-
growers in this renowned resort
had a rich harvest this spring,
the amount of tea gathered
in being 53 per cent higher than

last year's and the biggest
since 1949. This high-quality
green teca derives its name
from Lungching (Dragon
Well), near the West Lake,
an area of clear mountain
brooks in  which dragons
are reputed to have lived. -
The tea grown here is

distinctively clear and [ragrant,

which tea fanciers appreciate particularly
on hot sununer days. Now all the tea
grown near here is known as longjng
tea. The best of the longjing teas is
known as yuchien, or “Before the Rains.”
It consists of the tenderest tips of the
planis picked early in April, just before
the rains come lo east China

]
Bird Island in the
midst of the blue waters
Nor, China's largest inland lake in
sparscly populated Chinghai  Province.
northwest China, lies a small neglected
island. Local people ventured out to it
when the lake was [rozen in winter, only
to find it utterly deserted. Now the
whole Koko Nor area is coming to life.
This summer, fishermen of a newly
formed state [ishery who came near the
island discovered that it was thick with
birds and wild fowl. Scientists who fol-
lowed in their tracks identified a species
of wild goose, bitterns, and gulls as the
most numerous inhabitants of the island.
The wild geese have been found to be
ol particular economic value, Their eggs.
the biggest of which come to hall a jin
are edible and their down excellent [or
making quilts. Their meat —and they
weigh 7-8 jin each —is delicious. At-
tempts are now being made to domesti-
cate Lhese valuable birds.

Koko Nor. In the

ol the Koko

Mengolian horseman

Painting in Chinese ink by Wu Tso-jen
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Theatre Arts and Music

Festicals in Poking
May
theatre

month for the
Over

a [festival
and

was

arts music in Peking,

a score of the leading troupes, choruses
and orcheslras in the capital took part
in it, The thirty performances they
gave included Peking and pingju operas,
modern  Chinese  operas  and  plays,
ballets, puppet shows, and recitals of
songs, music and folk dances. Works
by both Chincse and foreign dramatists
and ancient as well as
modern, were represented. The oceasion

composers,

was  still - Turther improved by the
arrival of local opera troupes on
tour from Kiangsi, Anhwei, Whusih,
Tsingtao and Sian. And in carly June

cultural troupes of the People's Liberation
Army began to converge on the city
from all parts of the country for their
second national festival. This will con-
linue with plays, operas, variely shows,
musie, singing and no less than five new
dance-dramas  until the latter half of
July.
Pcking Opera

The festival performances gave theatre-
goers u rare chance to see Mei Lan-fang,
Hsun Hui-sheng. Ma Lien-liang, Tan Fu-

ving, Li Ho-tseng and other leading Pe-

King opera actors in some of their
[avourite roles. Mei Lan-fang’s Mei
(Plum Blossom) Peking Opera Company

presented Mu Kuei-ying Takes Command.
This is the first entirely new play this
greal artist has produced since liberation,
Mei Lan-fang has been playing the part
of Mu Kuei-yving in her youth ever since
he was twenty and the role
of this Chinese Joan of Arc who
led the Sung armies
the foreign invaders is today
inseparably bound up with his
name. In  this new opera,
adapted from a Honan opera
version, he creates the role of
Mu Kuei-ying in middle age
when, after leading a life of
retirement for twenly vears,
she takes the field again. In
the first half of the opera he
concentrates with great sensi-
tivity and artistry on the inner
conflict of Mu Kueci-ying. His
heroine is a brave and forthright
soul, a woman of resolution.

against

but after her ecarly viclories
she has gone into retire-
ment out of disgust at the
way the spineless Emperor
had allowed himself to fall
into the hands of selfish and
treacherous ministers. Still

angry and contemptuous of the
ruling clique she is reluctant to
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resume command of the army but finally
country and her
sense ol duly moves her to accept it. In
the second hall of the opera, Mei Lan-
fang portrays Mu Kuei-ying in dance and
song, an amazon whose very name strikes
terror into the hearts of the invaders.
Mei Lan-fang has created a
in such roles that stand
lenged and those who have followed his
painstaking work

concern for heyr high

tradition

heroie unchal-

in creating this new
role have glimpsed the application that
has made him the artist that he is. He
IS now over sixly years of age, but there
is no resting on his laurels., In producing
his new opera he made a most careful
study of how the character of Mu Kuei-
yving is projected in other Honan, Sze-
chuan and Peking opera versions so as
to assimilate the best points of each into
his own portrayal.
by his

He is well supported
long-standing partner Chiang
Miao-hsiang in the role of Yang Tsung-
pao (Mu Kuei-ying’s husband). while his
daughter and son respectively play the
parts of Chin-hua and Wen-kuang, Mu
Kuei-ying's daughter and son.

A feature of the festival was the stag-
ing of ihree other well-known
operas Wwhich have also recenily been
greatly improved and enriched by as-
similating the finer points of similar local

Peking

operas, Tan Fu-ying, Ma Lien-liang,
Chiu Sheng-jung and others have learnt
much [from the chin chiang type of
Shensi opera to give a moving per-
formance of the Orphan of the Chao
Family (sece Peking Review, No. 43.
December 23, 1958). Li Ho-tseng and

others have made a new adaptation of
Drawing Lots for Life or Death (see Pe-
king Rewview, No. 10, March 10. 1959) on

Mei
Kucei-ying Takes Command

Lan-fang in Mu

the basis of the Hunan, pingju and kunqu
opera productions of the same play, while
Chang Chun-chiu, one of the most prom-
Ising actors in tan (female) roles, has
undoubtedly. enriched the Peking opera
version of Kuan Han-ching's
Pavilion in the light of
opera

Riverside
enchant-
that

the
mg  Szechuan production of

maslterpiece,

“Huiju" Opera

Theatre
memory.,

and

lore in Peking has a long
Pcking opera evolved out of
developed partly on the basis of
huiju opera, a local form of opera which
originated and flourished in the area
around Huichow in the southern part of
Anhwei Province. About 160 yoars ago,
four huiju troupes visited the capital and
created something of a sensation, It is
small wonder then that the recent visit
of a huiju opera troupe, the first in
decades, aroused considerable in-
terest. Peking opera fans were able to
see the original prototype of their
theatre form. Curiosity was
heightened by the fact that the troupe
wis young people still in

has

[avourite

made up ol
Ltheir teens.

Huiju, as one of China's best and
oldest opera forms. has exerted a con-
siderable influence not only on Peking

opera but on local operas throughout
most ol the provinces south of the Yang-
tse River. But it was one of the early
victims of the general crisis that overtook
the theatrical arts as a result of warlord
and Kuomintang misrule. Before the
liberation it was barely clinging to lile
like an old, withered tree. Liberation has
given it a new lease of life. The People’s
Government has taken effective measures
to resuscitale and foster it. The old
artists in this field have been sought out
and brought together, and by the summer
of 1957 a regular huiju opera troupe was
organized. It has a core of twenty
veterans to leach [ifty pupils in their
teens. They showed Peking the result of
nearly two years of concentrated work.

Flooding the Seven Armies was a
lypical production. Young Chang Chi-
hsiang gave a surprisingly mature por-
trayal of Kuan Yu, the famous general
of Liu Pei, claimant of the Han throne.
Brave and wise, Kuan Yu in his prime
was invincible; but in this episode from
the Romance of the Three Kingdoms, he
is already advanced in age and seems to
be no match for his young and vigorous
opponent Pang Tch. He sulfers defeat
after defeat; his exasperation mounts as
he recalls the past. Chang Chi-hsiang is
barely fifteen years old. but he succeeds
brilliantly in personifying the old hero
whe lags on the stage of life, trying des-
perately to preserve the outward ap-
pearance of unruffled calm but inwardly
gripped with frustrated rage and appre-
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hension.  Thirteen-vear-old Ku Hua-min
who plays Chou Tsang, Kuan Yu's aide,
received unstinted praise from veterans
of the stage. In contrast to Kuan Yu,
hot-temperced Chou Tsang never bothers
to keep his inner feelings to himself. The
opera ends with the victory ol Kuan Yu
who makes use of the floodwaters to de-
feat his opponent’s seven armies.

There is no doubt that, with this group
of talented young actors and actresses
carrying on the tradition, huiju has now
stood firmly on its feel again,

Wusih and Kiangsi Operas

The visit of the Wusih and Kiangsi
opera troupes brought other famous local
types of opera to the capital. The Wusih
opera, that has a reputation for good act-
ing and moving music, presented The
Pearl Pagoda and Meng Li-chun, both of
which are highly dramatic “actors’
picces.” The Pearl Pagoda, a comedy
based on a popular folk tale, is a barbed
satire on family relations in feudal so-
ciely. Wang Yun-chih makes a suitably
repellent and miserly aunt who first
treals her poor nephew with contempt,
but later fawns on him when he passes
the imperial examination and becomes a
high official. The poor scholar-nephew
is played by Wang Pin-pin. IHis style of
singing has become so popular in the area
around Wusih that it has now gol a name
of ils own: “Pin-pin melody.”

The Kiangs: Classical Opera Troupe
brought with it many types of local
operas.  Its performance of Huan Hun
Chi (The Return of the Soul) was in
Yiyang chiang siyle, indigenous to
Yivang in northeastern Kiangsi. Opera
experts had particularly warm praises
for this. This is a new production adapted
from the great Ming dramatist Tang
Hsien-chu's famous play, which is also
known as Mou Tan Ting (Dream Lovers
of the Peony Pavilion). Tang lived at
about the same time as Shakespeare, and
this play of his has often been compared
with Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.
But unlike Juliet, Tu Li-niang, the her-
vine of The Return of the Soul, in the
end happily marries the man of her
dreams. Liu Meng-mei. Separate episodes
from this play, like Chun-hsiang's Follies
at School and Excursion to the Garden
and the Strange Dream, are very often
played by various local operas. This
time the Kiangsi Classical Opera Troupe
performed the whole play. It was a rare
chance  which  Peking theatlre-goers
cnjoved to the full

“Pingju” Opera
By the Kinsha River, produced by the
China Pingju Opera Theatre, is another
noteworthy attempt to broaden the scope
of pingju opera. Old pingju was some-
what restricted in ils themes. Il was
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A scene from By the Kinsha River

mainly preoccupied with the domestic
genre: problems of love and marriage,
family relations, relations between old
and young, between men and women in
the home. In that, it has played a con-
siderable role in discussions of the new
morality and ethies in modern Chinese
family life, but it was inevitable that
over the past few years it should cast its
net wider for themes in folklore and rev-
olutionary history. By the Kinsha River
is one of these. It concerns the crossing
of the Kinsha River by the Red Army
during its famous Long March and the
friendship and unity it built up with the
Tibetans in that region. It has some
ambitious mass scenes for which the
centire force of the theatre seems to have
been mobilized. The musical accompani-
ment, too, has ventured from the pre-
viously limited range of pingju melodies
fo sirike a new, fresh note.

Music
The festival produced several dis-
tinguished new musical compositions.
These c¢olumns have already reviewed

Lo Chung-jung'’s First Symphony (Peking
Review, No. 22, June 2, 1959). The con-
census of critical opinion now is that this
new symphony by a young composer is
one of the best works composed since
liberation. Dedicated to the heroic peo-
ple of the frontline island of Amoy, the
first symphony by Li Huan-chih played
at the same concert got encouraging
reviews,

On the instrumental side, Liu Shih-
kun, second-prize winner at the Tchai-
kovsky International Violin and Piano
Competition held in Moscow last year,
gave a recital of Tchaikovsky's Piano
Concerto No. 1, while the Cenfral Phil-
harmonic Symphony Orchestra performed
Shostakovich’s Eleventh Symphony. Like
our ballet, this orchestira shows steady
growth with every major work per-
formed.

The Central Song and Dance Ensemble
can always be relied on lo provide a

lively evening's enter-

tainment. This time
it presented for the
first time a new

cantata, with music by
Chang Lu and Li Ni,
and words by Hsi
Yang, on the harnessing
of the Yellow River.
It also performed new
folk dances which it
collected and adapted
for the stage during the
six months it recently
spent in Yunnan,
Kwangsi, Szechuan and
Honan Provinces.

News from the
Provinces

Similar theatrical arts festivals have
already been held or are at present going
on in other parts of the country. In
Kwanglung., over 1,200 actors and
actresses, musicians, singers and dancers
from all parts of the province gathered in
Canton for a twenty-three-day festival.
They presented 200 items. In Shanghai,
a music and dance festival ended early
this month. During the sixteen days it
lasted, over a thousand artists from
twenty prolessional and amateur groups
performed 270 items. Over half of them
were new works by composers and
choreographers of the city. They included
the Cantata of the River of Happiness
by Hsiao Pai, Wang Chiu-fang and
others, which was awarded the first prize
by the international jury of the Seventh
World Youth Festival. Among other out-
standing works was the symphony by
Wang Yun-chiai dedicated to the War of
Resistance to Japanese Aggression and
performed by the Shanghai Philharmonic
Symphony Orchestra. It has a popular
revolutionary song of the day as the main
theme of each of its four movements. The
melody of the famous composer Hsien
Hsin-hai’s Carry the War into the Enemy
Rear is used in the third movement which
reflects the courage and revolutionary
optimism of the people's army in the
fight against the invaders. It is fast mov-
Ing, vigorous and compact in conception.

One of the points that is in the centre
of attention of Chinese artists today is
the problem of national style in sym-
phonic compositions and the modern
dance. In this light, the violin concerto
Liang Shan-po and Chu Ying-tai played
by the orchestra of the Shanghai Con-
servatory of Music and composed by two
of its voung students, o Chan-hao and
Jen Kang, attracted particularly favour-
able altention, Based on the popular folk
tale of the Butterfly Lovers, it was
generally regarded as a successful effort
to give the Western concerto form a
distinetively Chinese national flavour.

— WU PIN
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South African Struggle

In the wake of the anti-colonialist
storms which crupted one after another
on the African continent this vear, a
massive struggle agzainst racinl diserim-
ination and persecution has now broken
out in South Africa, wriles Renmin Ri-
bao’s Commentator (June 22). He draws
attention to the fact that the great
demonstrations of tens of thousands of
Africans which took place in the South
African port of Durban have spread o
other areas since June 18.

The Durban incident has caused fear

and confusion among the South African
authorities, Commentator notes. On the

one hand. they have dispatched large
numbers  of troops and police  from
Johannesburg to suppress the demon-

strators, while on the other hand, they
have pretended to be unperturbed and
alleged that the African demonstrations
were only a dispute over “beer.”  The
demonstrations were touched off by the
government prohibition of beer brewing
by the African women, but deep-rooted
causes lie at the back of them, Com-
mentator points out.

A barbarous system of racial repres-
sion exists in the Union of South Africa.
says Commentator. In order to facilitate
the ruthless colonial exploitation of the

South
is not for you!”

Alrican Government:  “That road

iy Chiang Fan
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Africans, the all-white government of
South Africa has enacled more than
sixty racial discrimination decrees which
deprive the Africans of all political and
educational rights as well as basic
personal [reedoms. Millions of African
Negroes are forced to live in overcrowd-
ed “reserves” or compelled to toil on the
plantations and in the mines of the
whites. Large numbers of other Africans
are without work.

It is inevitable that the South Alfrican
people. who are living in a virtual prison,
should rise up to fight for their right to
I've. Commentator stresses. Quoting the
frank admission in a recent statemeont
by Minister of External Affairs Eric
Louw of the Union of South Africa that
the attitude of various independent
Alrican countries towards his country
“has not only been unfriendly but un-
fortunately even hostile.,” Commentator
comments that it is not only the people
of the African countries but the people
of the whole world who detest colonial-
ism and its offspring. racial discrimina-
tion. The existence of this system is a
disgrace to modern mankind, a disgrace
to our era, Commentator declares. The
South African people’s struggle against
racial discrimination will undoubtedly
receive the sympathy and support of the
freedom-loving peoples of Africa and of
the whole world.

Safequard Peace in the
Balkans

Discussing the statement issuzd on
June 25 by the Soviet Government on
safeguarding the peace and security of
the Balkan and Adriatic areas, Renmin
Ribao’s Commentator (June 27) notes that
the Soviet Government and its leaders
have in the recent period time and again
propnosed tc make the Balkan and
Adriatic an area fres of atomic weapons.
The Governments of Albania, Rumania
and Bulgaria fully support the Soviet
proposal, and have advanced some addi-
tional propasals which would help ecase
the tension in th2 Balkans.

These proposals show the concern of
the socialist countries for peace in the
Balkan arca. They create [avourable
conditions [Hr promoting the normaliza-
tion of relations between the Balkan
couniries and safeguarding the security
of their peoples, Commentator adds.

Bu!, Commentator points ouf, Ttaly and
Greece have repeatedly and unjustiliably

rejected these peaceful proposals.  Ignor-

ing the interests of their own peoples,
the government leaders of Italy and
Greece have openly expressed readiness
to provide the US. with rocket and
atomic weapon bases. They are trying
to justify this under the pretext of “de-
fence™ of their national “security.” Such
argumznt is completely untenable. The
Soviet Union and the other European
socialist countries have never threatened
the sccurity of Italy and Greece. On
the contrary, they have time and again
made known their willingness to work
for the peaceful coexistence of eountries
with different social the
Balkans.

systems in

The aim of the United Siates in
establishing atomic and rocket bases in
Italy and Greece, however, is to encircle
the Soviet Union and other socialist coun-
tries in Europe with a network of short
and medium-range guided missile basas
and to prepare an aggressive war against

them.  Therefore, the essenes of the
“defence™ as  the Nalian and Greek
Governments call it is to threaten the
sccurity  of  other states. The Soviet

Union and the Balkan socialist countries
naturally cannot be indiffarent 1o this.
They have made it clear that should the
Halian  and  Greek leaders
persist  in this  dangerous
Soviet Union and the
countries cannot  but
to saleguard

choose o
policy. the
Balkan socialist
tuke appropriate
measures their own secu-
rity.

Following the June 25 statement of the
Soviet Union, Italy and some other West-
ern countries again rejected it offhand.
Commentator says.  According to their
argument, it seems that before there is
an agreement on the overall banning of
atomic weapons and general disarma-
ment, the establishment of a zone free
of atomic weapons in the Balkan and
Adriatic arcas would be to the advantage
of the Soviet Union alone. This excuse,
of course, can fool no one. It is common
knowledyge that the Soviet Union has
always stood for a complete banning of
nuclear weapons and a cessation of
nuclear tests. It has also consistently
advocated general disarmament, It is
only because of the continuous obstruc-
tions of the Western powers headed by
the US. that no agreement of any kind
on thes2 issues has been reached to this
day despite the many negotiations held
in recent In these circumstances
it would be of great signilicance to the
gradual realization of compl>tely banning
atomic weapons and casing international
tension in the whole world if areas [ree
of atomic weapons are set up in different

vears.

important regions of the world. It is
precisely  because of this consideration

that the Soviet Union has time and again
proposed  and  supported  the  idea  of
establishing atom-tree areas in the Bal-
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kans and the Adriatic, in the Baltic,
Central Europe, Asia and the Pacific.
Since the Western countries do not have
the intention of reaching agreement on
the complete banning of atomic weapons,
how can they use this as an excuse for
rejecting the establishment of a Balkan
zone [ree of atomic weapons?

The fact that Haly and other countries
of the West have repeatedly turned down
the Soviet proposal can only show that
they are determined to  continue 1o
create tension in the Balkans and the
Adriatic and turn this region once again
into a dangerous powder-keg. Commenta-
tor concludes. Such a policy will be
firmly opposed by the peoples in the
Balkans and the Adriatic and the people
the world over. Inspired by the peaceful
proposal ol the Soviet Union and con-
cerned with their own security, the peo-
ple of different lands will certainly con-
tinue the struggle to make th» Balkans
and the Adriatic an area free of atomie
weapons,

Strikes in Western Europe

Commenting on the current wave of
strikes that is sweeping the West Euro-
pean capitalist countries from Naples
to Paris and from London to Madrid,
Renmin Ribao's Commentator (June 20)
points outl that such strikes have now
become an outstanding feature in the life
of these countries. They are noi only
economic but are political in nature and
are allecling the political situation in
these countries. This sirike wave itself
is a manifestation of the restless social
and  economic  conditions in  these
countries, Commentator continues; most
of the strikes have as their direct objec-
tive the improvement of working-class
economic and living conditions. but these
demands reflect far deeper social causes.
The working people in West European
countries have been forced to bear in-
creasingly heavy burdens as a result of
their governments’ following the US.
policy of piling up armaments and prep-
arations for war; the domestic murkets
in these countries are shrinking and the
purchasing power of the masses is
declining steadily. To improve their
compelitive position, the capitalists and
ruling classes in these countries have in-
tensified the exploitation and plunder of

the working pcople. All  this has
inevitably resulted in worsening the
living conditions of the masses. Unem-

ployment is mounting to an all-time high
while more workers are [facing the
danger of lay-olfs or reduction of working
time. Higher taxation and soaring
prices have cut the real income of a
still larger number of people.

“This policy of the ruling classes in
the West European countries is arousing
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increasing discontent among the working
people.  This is the social and economic
the current wave of
strikes that has developed in  these
countries,” writes Commeatalor.

The mounting strike movement in
the West European countries once again
demonstrates the strength of the working
people  there and their unity in  the
struggle to win the right to live and other
social rights, Commentator pomts oul.
Their actions show that they are by no
means willing to submit to unbridled
exploitation and plunder by monopoly
capital, nor bear the evil consequences
of their governments' reactionary polit-
ical and economic policies. The ruling
classes of Italy and France are resorting
to vicious means in their altempis to
deceive the workers or cozrece them
into resuming work, or deprive them ol
their right to strike. These plots have
already been exposed.

“The striking workers in the Waest
European countries have the support of

background of

the working people of their lands. They
are determined to stand [ast [or their
demands  and  will  surely  win  new

victories,” concludes Commentator.

Blow Against Franco

Responding to the call of the Spanish
Communist Party and other parties and
organizations, the Spanish workers came
oul on strike on June 18. Da Gong Bao
(June 26G) characterizes this action as “a
protest and demonstration of the people
of Spain against the tyranny of the
Franco regime.”

“Frze World” Sample

human freedom.”

persons was arrested and  jailed,

The Self-helping Hand

take goes on expenses,

THE PASSING SHOW

“We march in the noblest of causcs —

Eiscnhower

In 1958 in south Korea, one out of every hundred
Every day in
February this year saw an average of three cases
of robbery, murder, rape or arson by American
soldiers. Children fathered by G.L's, the American
writer Pearl Buck said, are “dying like flies” in
south Korean orphanages. 6,600,000 people or 28 per
cent of the population are unemployed or on short

200,000 prostitutes and 3 million homeless.

Under Franco's dictatorship, the com-
mentary noles, the Spanish people have
no freedom and httle bread. With a bat-
tered economy, the country laces soaring
prices and scrious unemployment.  All
this has occurred alt a time when Spain
has received over 1,000 muillion dollars
in US. “aid.”

Long years ol Franco's lascist rule has
turned the whole of Spain into a huge
prison, the commentary declares, but the
Spamish  people are indomitable.  The
Spanish  working class has never suc-
cumbed in the past twenty years and
the [lames of revolution are burning
ceverywhere.  The big demonstration or-
ganized by the Spanish  Communist
Party on May 5 last vear ushered in a
new stage in the struggle against Franco's
rule. The recent general strike embraced
the broadest strata of people and even
certain members of Franco's own Falange
Party, the Christian Democeratic Party
and the Socialist Party participated in
the struggle.

The Spanish people have a heroic
revolutionary tradition; they are resolved
to ovoerthrow fascism. Faced with such
@ situation, the tollering Franco regime
is panic-stricken and stepping up its re-
pressions.  Its  secret police are out
hunting f{resh victims. But the broad
masses of the Spanish people who have
suffered so bitterly in the past twenty
vears are today resolutely demanding a
change.  The strength of the united
Spanmish people will be far greater than
that of the dictatorship. Franco will not
be able to save himsell from his final
doom, the commentary concludes.

time: 3 million peasants are destitute; there ars

South Korecan landscape

Fund-raising for fighting polio, cancer, T.B. and other discases is big business
in the United States, according to a
agencies™ raise up to $180 million a year for these causes, but 25 per cent of the
Advertising interests alone get a $26 million share.

New York report. Forty national “health
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Closer Sino-Soviet Ties

A. Zasyadko, Vice-Chairman of the
Council of Ministers of the US.SR., re-
cently paid a 9-day visil to China at the
invitation of Chinese Vice-Premier Po
I-po. Accompanying him were P. Kolo-
mitsev, Vice-Chairman of the Siale
Scientific-Technical Council of the
USSR, N. Korobov, Vice-Chairman of
the State Construction Committee, and
other officials.

During their stay in China, they toured
Peking, Shanghai and the lake-city of
Hangchow. They visited iron and steel
works, machinery and eleciric cable
plants, coal mining and coal machinery
designing institules, people’s communes,
ele. They also went to Tangshan, Hopei
Province. which is one of China’s major
conl-producing centres. There  they
wialched the operation of China's [first
hydraulic coal pit at the Kailan Collieries.

The Soviet guests were warmly wel-
comed wherever they went. In Peking,
they were received by Premier Chou
En-lai on June 17,

- - *

A consular treaty between China and
the US.S.R. was signed in Peking on
June 23 after friendly necgotiations be-
tween the government delegalions of the
two countries. The freaty defines the
rights and obligations of consuls as well
as other questions concerning the func-
tions of consuls.

The treaty will come into force on the
exchange of instruments of ratifieation,
which will take place in Moscow.

. * *

Track-laying along the Sino-Soviet
“Friendship Railway” linking Aktogai on
the Turkestan-Siberian line to the Soviet-
Chinese border was completed on June
23. A meeting was held at the Soviet-
Chinese frontier to mark the completion
of the 308-kilometre Soviet section of
the Lanchow-Urumchi-Aktogai Railway.
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Regular passenger tralfic along  the
Soviet section will begin on July 1.
Track-laying for the Chinese section

slarting from Lanchow in Kansu Prov-
ince has already entered the Sinkiang
Uighur Autonomous Region. When com-
pleted the new line will cut the rail dis-
tance between Moscow and Poking by
over a thousand kilomelres,

Korean Industrial Delegation

A Korcan industrial delegation of 32
members headed by Vice-Premier Chung
I1 Ryong has just concluded a visit to
China. On a 23-day visit the delegation
made a study of Chinese industry, visiting
Peking, Shanghai, Hangchow. Nanking,
Shenyang, Anshan and other cities. Be-
sides seecing many factories, mines, ship-
yvards and other enterprises, they also ex-
changed experience with leading person-
nel in charge of various branches of
China’s industries.

In their speeches at a banquet given
in honour of the Korean delegation, both
Vice-Premier Po I-po of China and Vice-
Premier Chung Il Ryong referred to the
fact that the Chinese and Korean peo-
ples have much to learn from each other
in socialist construction. On June 17,
Premier Chou En-lai received the Korean
Vice-Premicr and members of the visiting
delegation.

Report of the Chinese Military
Goodwill Mission

General Hsiao Hua, Deputy-Chief of
the General Political Department of the
Chinese People’s Liberation Army, de-
livered a report on June 22 to more than
5,000 officers in Peking on the Chinese
military goodwill mission’s visit to cight
fraternal countries.

General Hsiao Hua, a member of the
mission, first conveyed the sentiments of
profound {riendship expressed by the
fraternal countries for the Chinese peco-
ple. He said that the visit had contrib-
uted to the further consolidation of unily
in the socialist camp headed by the Soviet
Union and to world poace.

General Hsiao Hua cited many exam-
ples showing the rapid development in
all fields and the high morale of the
armed forces in the countries he visited.
There is excellent co-operation among
the armed forces of the fraternal Warsaw
Treaty member states, he said. He
warned that in the event of
aggression, the armed forces and
peoples in the socialist camp
would deal the aggressor a
destructive blow.

The general urged Chinese of-
ficers to learn from the armed
forces of the fraternal countries,
noting that the Chinese mission
had learnt a lot during its visits.

The Chinese military mission headed by
Marshal Peng  Teh-huai visited  seven
People’s Democracies in FEurope and the
Mongolian Peaple’s Republic in a 7-week
period.

Greetings to French .1,
Congress

A message ol greelings dated June 21
has been sent by the Central Commiltee
of the Chinese Communist Party to the
15th Congress ol the French Communist
Party.

The message warmly praises the loyalty
of the French Communist Parly in de-
fending the interests of the French na-
tion and the people, and its important
contributions to the world's working-class
movement. Characterizing the 15th Con-
gress of the French Communist Party as
“holding high the banner of restoring and
renewing the democratic system,” the
message says that it will be “a new mile-
stone on the road to the unity of the
French working class and the French
people.”

The message wishes the French Com-
munist 'arty ever new successes in the
struggle ta consalidate the unity of the

Party, the unity between the working
class and  the demoeralic.  progressive
forces, and to restore and renew the

democratie system. It wishes the French
people still greater achievements in the
struggle to defend European and world
peace, safeguard the national interests
of France and support the various op-
pressed nations. and in their efforts for
the development of [riendly co-operation
among the peoples of various eountries,

Afrvican Frieadship for China

In a receat interview with a Isinhua
correspondent in  Conakry., Guinean
President Sckou Toure spoke of the
[riendship felt by (he African poople for
the Chinese people.

President Toure said: *““The peoples of
Alrica have infinite sympathy, T would
cven  say. infinite admiration, for the
Chinese people. PPeaple here are follow-
ing closely the efforts now being made
by the Chinese people.”

He continued:
similar in many
similar  major

“Our  experience is
ways. We have many
problems, though our
conditions and methods are different.
Our aspirations are the same. These
numcrous factors have quite naturally
given rise to this tendency of spontancous
sympathy existing between the African
and the Chinese peoples.,

“I recall the ovation given to the dele-
gale of the Chinese trade unions at the
Congress of the General Workers' Union
of Black Africa. This expression of
sentiment fully explained itself.”
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