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Ten Victorious Years

HE entire nation celebrates the tenth anniversary of New

China with great joy and glowing enthusiasm. Throughout
the length and breadth of our beloved homeland an inspiring
festival mood prevails.

Ten years ago, Chairman Mao Tse-tung solemnly pro-
claimed at the cradle of the Chinese People’s Republic that the
Chinese people had finally stood up. For the first time in China’s
history, the Chinese people became the masters of their fate
and set out to build an entirely new state along socialist lines.

The rapid development of events demonstrates that the Chi-
nese people have not only stood up, but they are taking great
strides forward. Immediately after the nationwide victory, a
three-year period of economic rehabilitation (1950-1952) fol-
lowed. By the end of 1952, industrial and agricultural produc-
tion had reached or surpassed the peak levels of old China.

To push the revolution forward along the path of socialism,
the Communist Party set forth the general line for the transi-
tion period — to achieve, step by step, the socialist industrializa-
tion of the country and the socialist transformation of agricul-
ture, handicrafts, and capitalist industry and commerce. It was
on this basis that the First Five-Year Plan (1953-1957) was put
into operation. The successful fulfilment of the plan laid the
preliminary foundation for China’s industrialization. The Sec-
ond Five-Year Plan (1958-1962) got started in 1958. the year
of the great leap forward. As compared with 1957, the total
value of industrial output rose by 66 per cent and that of agri-
cultural output by 25 per cent. The emergence of people’s
communes quickened the tempo of socialist construction in the
countryside. The whole nation is now working with supreme
confidence to reach within this year the major targets fixed in
the Second Five-Year Plan for 1962.

In the sphere of foreign relations, People’s China has proudly
taken her place in the socialist camp headed by the Soviet Union
and adamantly opposes the aggression and provocation of U.S.
imperialism. China’s sympathy and support goes to all move-
ments for national liberation and people’s democracy and to all
struggles for peace. Her consistent policy is to develop broad
contacts with all countries on the basis of equality, mutual
benefit and mutual respect for territorial sovereignty.

New China’s successes have been made possible by the
correct leadership of the Communist Party headed by Mao Tse-
tung. They represent victories for Marxism-Leninism, victories
for the world’s peace-loving people and progressive mankind.

People’s China has grown in the course of bitter struggle
with the U.S. imperialists and with the reactionaries at home
and abroad. The Chinese people’s resounding victories repre-
sent crushing defeats for these hostile forces. It stands to reason
that the U.S. imperialists and the reactionaries should howl and
rave against China’s brilliant successes as evidenced in their
recent frenzied attacks on the big leap and the people’s com-
munes. But the march of events over the last ten years shows
that no amount of malicious propaganda can stop People’s China
[rom forging ahead along the socialist road.

On this glorious tenth anniversary the Chinese people look
back upon the past decade with pride and look to the coming
years with high hopes. A great deal has been accomplished, but
more remains to be done. The Chinese people are certain they
will fulfil their historic task.



Round the Week

The illuminated red star in the ceiling
of the Great Hall of the People cast its
rays over more than ten thousand people
conversing in every language of the
world on the afternoon of September 28.
At 3:30 p.m. sharp a hush fell over the
festive hall when the buzzer signalizing
the opening of the proceedings sounded.
The assemblage rose to its feet and broke
into an ovation when Chairman Mao
Tse-tung led the representatives of the
Chinese people and the peoples of the
world onto the stage. The gala meeting
celebrating the tenth anniversary of the
founding of the People’s Republic of
China had begun.

The sefting itself was an expression
of China’s big leap. The majestic, spa-
cious, artfully designed assembly hall,
with its many marble-floored corridors.
was built in ten months. Here the depu-
ties of the National People’s Congress
will gather in the future to discuss and
determine the supreme affairs of state.
Today leaders of the Communist Party
and Government of China, representatives
of all walks of life and nationalities, and
friends and guests from all corners of
the earth, were assembled to greet the
progress the Chinese people have made
in the first ten years of the people's rule.

Against the simple, impressive back-
ground of the red and gold Chinese na-
tional emblem flanked on either side by
five red flags emblazoned in gold with
the meaningful numerals 1949-1959,
Chairman of the People’s Republic Liu
Shao-chi rose before the microphone,
declared the meeting open, and the vig-
orous strains of the March of the Volun-
teers. China’s national anthem, resounded
through the hall. In his speech (full
text published as a supplement to this
issue of Peking Review), Chairman Liu
Shao-chi thanked all the guests who had
come to Peking to participate in the cele-
brations, the leading comrades of China’s
great ally. the Soviet Union, and all the
other socialist countries, the delegations
of the Communist and Workers' Parties.
and the friends from all the countries in
the world.

He said that in the past ten years
China had speedily achieved the great
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victory of the socialist revolution, thus
completely freeing the social productive
forces of the country. Citing the great
increases in industrial and agricultural
production and the all-round rise in the
living standards of the people, he pointed
out that ten years is a short time and
gigantic tasks still face China. During
the past ten years the 650 million peo-
ple of China have constantly been in
the foremost ranks of the defenders of
peace in Asia and the world. Chairman
Liu Shao-chi declared: “We shall always
unite with the Soviet Union and other
countries of the socialist camp. We shall
always unite with the working people,
the democratic and progressive forces,
and the Communist Parties of various
countries. We shall always unite with
all people and governments in the world
who stand for the preservation of peace,
strive for national independence and
oppose the policy of aggression and war.”
His speech was frequently greeted with
outbursts of applause.

Immediately afterwards, Li Chi-shen,
the Chairman of the Revolutionary Com-
mittee of the Kuomintang, spoke on be-
half of all the democratic parties, the
individual non-party democrats of the
Chinese People’'s Political Consultative
Conference and the All-China Federation
of Industry and Commerce. He con-
gratulated and thanked Chairman Mao
and the Communist Party for leading the
nation out of its pre-liberation darkness.
and pledged to unite closely around
Chairman Mao and the Communist Party.

The floor was then given to the lead-
ers of the fraternal Party and government
delegations from the countries of the so-
cialist camp. First to greet the Chinese
people was M. A. Suslov, Member of the
Presidium of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union,
on behalf of the Soviet Party and Gov-
ernment Delegation. He was [ollowed by
the heads of the Party and government
delegations from all the other socialist
countries,

After this the leaders of the delegations
from other fraternal Parties spoke. As
we go to press. the meeting is still in
progress.

Under the Lights of Tien An Men

For days before the meeting you could
see, hear. and feel the holiday air every-
where in Peking.

Tien An Men Square, the heart of
Peking, has a completely new festive look.
From the Square extending eastwards
and westwards along the entire Changan-
chieh Boulevard, government ministries
and all major buildings have put up special
portals of red and gold and silk buntings
in a myriad of colours. Almost without
exception the contours of the roofs and
walls are lined with continuous strings
of electric bulbs producing attractive
silhouettes at night. The floodlighting
of the buildings and the blazing illumina-
tion provided by the powerful new
street lamps, give the Square and wide
Changanchich Boulevard the brightness
of daylight after nightfall.

On the side of the Tien An Men
rostrum these new street lamps, with a
dozen or so bulbs to a post, are all
installed with elongated loudspeakers to
direct the parade and provide a flow of
dance music and songs for the merry-
making.

Fireworks, Flowers and Pailous

A special committee to organize the
tenth anniversary celebrations was set
up on September 13 by decision of the
Standing Committee of the National
People’s Congress with Peking’s Mayor
Peng Chen at its head. The provinces are
also helping in many ways to make this
a specially memorable anniversary. They
have sent some of the most famous
flowering plants of the country — cassia
from Kiangsu, peonies from Kwangtung,
“Buddha's Hands"” from Chekiang, etc.
—for Peking's gardeners and horticul-
turists to dress up the capital florally.

Apart from these precious flowers
there are many massive decorations this
vear, colourful slogan towers, oil paint-
ings on street walls, pailous (traditional

Chinese commemorative arches). Most
of the government offices, [factories.
schools, universities, and hotels are

already in holiday array. Besides the
old regulars —the Peking. Ilsinchiao,
and Peace Hotels — which are receiving
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visitors from the provinces and guests
[from abroad, two big brand new hotels
opened just before National Day, the
Hotel for the Nationalities, next to the
Cultural Palace of the Nationalities in
the west side of the city, and the Hotel
for Overscas Chinese in east Peking.
Thus, overseas Chinese and people of
the national minorities now have hotel
services specially catering to their tastes
and needs. If they come by train to
attend the National Day celebrations, the
capital will bid them welcome at the
new, large station, Peking's pride.

There's Lots to Celebrate

The festive mood and holiday prep-
arations are nationwide. From in-
dustrial Shenyang in the northeast to
Lhasa in the southwest, from the herds-
men of the Tienshan foothills in Sinkiang
to the fishermen on Hainan Island in
the subtropical south, everybody is out
to celebrate ten years of the people’s
rule and the impressive advances in
industrial and agricultural production

already registered in this year of the
continued big leap.
From Tibet comes news that the

700,000 peasants are bringing in a rich
autumn harvest —for the first time in
their history for the benefit of the
peasants  themselves., It is  eslimated
that an average increase of 10 per cent
will be reaped [rom the three million
mu ol farmland, as compared with out-
put last year. Ever since the govern-
ment proclaimed the policy known as

“harvest to the tiller” after putting
down the rebellion of the reactionary
big estate and serf-owners, Tibetan

peasants have been working with new-
found energy on the fields. Now the

benefits are at hand and theirs. As a
token of their gratitude to the Com-
munist Parly, the emancipated ‘Tibetan

peasants who had severed the shackles
of serfdom ceremoniously placed the
first stalks of gingke barley they reaped
from the fields before the portrait of
Chairman Mao.

Inner Mongolia is also harvesting its
autumn crops. The peasants here are
gathering 30 per cent more than last
vear from their 8.43 million mu of wheal
fields and 50 per cent more output from
nearly 7 million mu ol oil-bearing crops.

Much the same can be said for Ching-
hai, Kwangsi and the other areas

inhabiled by national minorities who
have all prospered since the founding of
the People’s Republic in 1949. Ten vears
of the people’s rule have brought them
economic progress and cultural advance-
ment far exceeding their wildest ex-
pectations, not to speak of the right to
tuke part in governing the country which
they have been able to exercise only
since the birth of New China.

Reports ol excellent autumn harvests
have come in from the provinces, and
this despite the fact that quite a few
of them were severely hit by drought
this summer. Shantung Province, on the
east coast, which suffered two months
of the worst drought in memory, is
reaping a rich harvest from more than
30 million mu of land under early
autumn crops. In neighbouring Anhwei
Province commune members have {ol-
lowed up their bumper harvest of early
rice with an equally good one of semi-
late rice from 10.7 million mu of land.
In the Wuhu area where the extent of
the drought was less severe, output is
ratled as greater than last year.

Cheers for the Communes

From their own experience the peas-
ants of these provinces, of all provinces
in fact, have come to realize that it was
thanks to the people’s communes that
they were able to weather the worst
drought and reap a rich harvest in spite
of it. So in many parts of the rural
areas commune members celebrate Na-
tional Day with additional causes for
rejoicing — good harvests and the an-
niversary of their communes falling in
with the tenth anniversary ol the Peco-
ple’s Republic. This year, cheers of
“Long Live the People’'s Communes!”
are echoing through the countryside.

Turning from the countryside to the
towns and cities, the workers have a
long list of achievemenls which they are
proud to report to the nation on this
tenth anniversary. The iron and steel
workers are reaping the nation's thanks:
in ten years they have increased China's
steel output 75-fold, from 1949's 158,000
tons to 1959’s planned 12 million tons.
This is a graphic illustration of the spirit
of China’s big leap. This is high-speed
development possible only under so-
cialism, a feat which no capitalist
country can ever hope to achieve. But
the steel-workers throughout the coun-
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try are not content with their present
triumphs; they are adding to their
laurels by making September a month
of still higher and better output as a
birthday gift to the People’s Republic.

The coal-miners have done the nation
proud, too. At the time of liberation, it
may be recalled, China’s coal output was
only 32.43 million tons, 14.8 per cent of
Britain’s annual production. But by
1958 China had turned out 270 million
tons of coal, some 50 million tons more
than Britain, and took third place in the
world’s coal production. By pursuing
the policy of “walking on two legs” and
by introducing technical reforms, the
country has been able to make still
greater strides ahead. By September 20
total coal oulput reached 245 million
tons, which is 73 per cent more than the
corresponding period last year. At this
rate the 335 million tons set as this
yvear's target will certainly be overful-
filled.

Ganbei and Wansui

The thousands of athletes from all
parts of the country here in Peking for
the First National Sports Meet add colour
and life to the holiday mood of the capi-
tal. In the streets of Peking you hear the
dialects of all the provinces and au-
tonomous regions. The great cultural
cavalcade has begun, too. The theatres
are packed every night with audiences
enjoying local operas and drama troupes
from the provinces and autonomous re-
gions now performing in Peking. The
festival of new films released in honour
of the anniversary is attracting large
crowds. A rich cultural harvest inspired
by the new heights scaled by China's
industry and agriculture is on display
in Peking. A hundred f{lowers are in
full bloom (see page 29).

The shops are full of holiday speciali-
ties and the selection of wines and
liquors is truly representative of China's
regional diversity.

A joyous nation toasts “Ganbei!”
(“Bottoms up!”) and a double set of
three “Wansui!” (“Long live!")—Long
live the general line for socialist con-
struction! Long live the big leap! Long
live the people’s communes! Long live
the People’s Republic of China! Long
live the Communist Party of China! Long
live Chairman Mao!




The Victory of Marxism-Leninism in China

Written for the journal World Marxist Review (Problems of Peace and Socialism)
in celebration of the tenth anniversary of the People’s Republic of China

by LIU SHAO-CHI

EN years have passed since the founding of the great

People’s Republic of China.

The Chinese revolution is the continuation of the
great October Revolution. The great October Revolution
opened up a new era in human history and began to
change the face of the world. The success of the Soviet
Union in building socialism, the victory of the anti-fascist
world war in which the Soviet Union was the main force,
and the founding of many socialist states in Europe and
Asia, all demonstrate the irresistible historical law of the
rise ol socialism and the decline of capitalism. The victory
of the Chinese revolution further changed the face of the
world. The Chinese revolution made a very big breach
on the imperialist front in the East and dealt a latal blow
to the imperialist colonial system. New China joined the
socialist camp headed by the Soviet Union. The Soviet
Union, China and the other socialist countries [orm the
big socialist family of unity and friendship which embraces
one-third of the world’s population and extends over a
vasl, compact land mass in Europe and Asia. The Chi-
nese revolution has a great attraction for peoples in all
the backward countries that have suffered, or are suf fering,
from imperialist oppression. They feel that they should
also be able to do what the Chinese have done. All this
clearly shows that there has been a new change in the
relative strengths of capitalism and socialism in the world.

The victory of the Chinese revolution has brought
about the thorough liberation of China's social productive
forces and has enabled China’s socialist construction to
advance at top speed, thus effecting rapid changes in the
poverty and backwardness of China.

In the first three years [ollowing the liberation of the
whole country, from 1950 to 1952, China successfully com-
pleted the task ol rchabilitating the national economy and
raised its industrial and agricultural production generally
up to and beyond thc highest levels ever achieved in old
China. From 1953 to 1957 the Chinese people carried out
the First Five-Year Plan, which increased the total value
of industrial output by 141 per cent, of agricultural out-
put by 25 per cent, and raised the proportion of modern
industry in the national economy from 26.7 per cent in
1952 to 40 per cent in 1957. The [lullilment of the First
Five-Year Plan laid the preliminary foundation of China’s
industrialization. In 1958 we began to implement the
Sceond Five-Year Plan. The big lcap in the national
ceconomy took place in this year. The total value of
industrial output rose by 66 per cent and the total
value of agricultural output increased by 25 per cent over
1957. On the basis of lasl year’s big leap forward, this
year is witnessing a continued leap forward. Compared
with 1958, it is planned that this year the total value of
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industrial and agricultural production will increase by 20
per cent, the total value of industrial output by 25.6 per
cent and the total value of agricultural output by 10 per
cent. The planned output of major industrial and agri-
cultural products such as steel, coal, metallurgical equip-
ment, electric power gencrating equipment, metal-cutling
machine tools, cotton yarn, timber, grain and cotton will
all fulfil, overfulfil or ncarly fulfil their respective 1962
targets originally set in the Sccond Five-Year Plan.
China’s lightning speed in developing its social productive
lorces cannot be matched by any capitalist country and
il certainly could never be dreamed of in old China.

Marx’s saying that “revolutions are the locomotives
of history™ is absolutely correct. In China, without the
democratic revolution that overthrew imperialism, feudal-
ism and bureaucrat-capitalism, without the socialist rev-
olution that abolished the capitalist system, there could
be no rapid progress of modern industry, modern agricul-
ture and modern science and cullure; no situation as the
one that prevails today when the people of the whole
country are working for the cause of socialism and com-
munism vigorously and resolutely. Revolution has brought
the Chinese people boundless hope and an extremely bril-
liant [uture.

LE victory of the Chinese people in the past ten years

Is the victory of Marxism-Leninism, the victory of
the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party and the
victory of the general lines of the Chinese Communist
Party for democratic revolution, for socialist revolution
and for socialist construction.

During the period ol China’s democratic revolution,
Comrade Mao Tse-lung repeatedly expounded the idea
that “the whole Chinese revolutionary movement led by
the Chinese Communist Party is a complete revolutionary
movement embracing the two revolutionary stages, demo-
cratic and socialist. . . . We can give correct leader-
ship to the Chinese revolution only on the basis of a clear
understanding of both the dilferences between the demo-
cratic and socialist revolutions and their interconnec-
tions.” On the one hand, the right opportunists in the
Chinese revolution, like the Russian Mensheviks, set up a
“Great Wall” between the democratic and socialist revolu-
tions, failed to sce the interconnections of the two rev-
olutions and the possible prospect, during the democratic
vevolution. of transforming it into a socialist revolution.
On the other hand. the “lelt™ opportunists, like the Rus-
sian Trotskyites. confused the distinction between the dem-
ocratic and socialist revolutions and would eliminate the
bourgeoisic and carry out the tasks of the socialist rev-
olution in the stage of the democratic revolution. Both
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of these two erroncous tendencies cost the Chinese revolu-
tion dearly. Contrary to “left” and right opporiunism,
the correct policy represented by Comrade Mao i se-tung
in guiding the Chinese revolution was: on the one hand,
by following the Marxist-Leninist theory of revolutionary
development by stages, a clear distinction was made be-
tween the revolutionary tasks of the two siages, the dem-
ocratic and socialist revolutions: on the other hand. by
following the Marxist-Leninist theory of uninterrupted
revolution, the two revolutions were closely linked togeth-
er and every means was sought during the stage of dem-
ocratic revolution to create the conditions for the future
realization of socialist revolution, so that the strugeles of
the socialist revolution could be waged without interrup-
tion immediately aficr the nationwide victory of the
democratic revolution.

The firm grasping of the hegemony in the democratic
revolution by the proletariat through the Communist Party
is the key to ensuring the thorough victory of the demo-
cratic revolution and the successful switch-over from the
democratic revolution to the socialist revolution. None
of the Chinese bourgeois political parties could put for-
ward a programme of thorough opposition to imperialism
and feudalism, could carry the Chinese democratic revolu-
tion to the end. Our Party’s general line in leading the
democratic revolution was to unite all the forces that
could be united and thoroughly carry out the struggle
against imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat-capitalism
under the leadership of the proletariat and on the basis
of the worker-peasant alliance. This general line is summed
up and defined by Comrade Mao Tse-tung as “the revolu-
tion of the masses of people, led by the proletariat, to
oppose imperialism. feudalism and bureauecrat-capitalism.”

HINA is a big. buckward country. Over 80 per cent of

her people live in the rural areas; 70 per cent of this
rural population were poor peasants and farm labourers.
The peasanl quesiion was the central question in our
democratic revolution. The rule of reaction in old China
was extremely barbarous. The masses of the people had
no rights whatsoever. Progressive revolutionaries were
subject to mass arresls and execution. In the democratic
revolutionary period, the Chinese Communist Party, there-
fore, went deep inio the villages for lwenty-two years to
lead the armed revolutionary struggle which used the
villages to encircle the cities. What the Party adopted
was the mass line policy of resolutely relying on the peus-
ants’ political consciousness and  organized strength,
mobilizing the peasants to save themselves, to overthrow
the landlords, to acquire land and safeguard the land
(this policy of the Party was carried out conlinuously up
to the land reform aflter the founding of the People’s Re-
public of China); not the contrary bourgeois policy of “be-
stowing™ land on the peasants as a favour. This enabled
the Parly to build powerful and reliable revolutionary
ba tions in the ruval areas. to build up the revolutionary
army and revolutionary bases, gradually raise the rev-
olutionary enthusiasm and revolutionary discipline of the
broad masses of impoverished peasants close to the level
of the revolutionary proletariat, and receive from them
the continucus supply of manpower and material reserves
nceded by the Party and the people’s army led by the
Party. By dcpending on rural revolutionary bases the
Chinese Communist Party waged the revolutionary war,
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and carried out land reform and economic and cultural con-
struction in rural revolutionary bases. Essentially these
were greal. protracted and recurrent rehearsals in prep-
aration for the nationwide victory. These rehearsals
educated the masses, tempered the army, stored up rev-
olutionary strength, trained the cadres and enabled the
Party’s leadership to acquire rich experience in all fields.

ITII the establishment of the closest alliance between

the proletariat and the pcasant masses in the democratic
revolution, we were able Lo solve the question of forming
a revolutionary united front with the national bourgeoisie
in a correct way. Taking China’s specific conditions inta
consideration, we properly distinguished between the two
sections of the Chinese bourgeoisie: One was the bour-
geoisie of bureaucrats and compradors who were the tools
of imperialism, defenders of feudalism and its allies and
the vicious enemy of the national democratic revolution
against whom resolute struggles must be waged. The
other was the national bourgeoisie, who, oppressed and
pushed around by imperialism, [eudalism and bureaucrat-
capitalism, asked for the independent development of the
nalion’s economy and thercfore it was possible for them
to join the revolution or stay neutral in the revolution.
But they were also weak-kneed, had the dual character of
being revolutionary as well as reactionary, and often took
a wavering middle-of-the-road position. This made it
necessary for us, on the one hand, to unite with them
under certain conditions to carry on the revolution against
imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat-capitalism: and on
the othic hand, also to struggle against their proneness
to compromises. By putting such a united front policy
into practice, we realized our aim of expanding the rey-
olutionary forces, winning over the middle-of-the-road
forces and isolating the reactionary forces; solidly pre-
served the hegemony of the proletariat in the revolution
and rallied the broadest possible masses of the people.

During the period of democratic revolution in China,
neither the right opportunists, who severed the connections
between the democratic revolution and the socialist rev-
olution, nor the “left” opportunists, who mixed the two
up, understood how great the significance of the peasant
question was for our revolulionary cause; therefore, they
were not able to handle the question of the bourgeoisie
correctly.  The right opportunists pursued a policy of
capitulation towards the bourgeoisic and regarded the
democralic revolution mainly as the concern of the bour-
geoisie. They did not rely on the worker-peasant alliance,
but mainly on the united [ront with the bourgeoisie, and
only united with them without waging the necessary strug-
gles. In doing so they gave up the hegemony of the pro-
letariat and, at the time of the betrayal of the revolution
by the bourgeoisie, made the revolution suffer defeats and
made the cause of the proletariat and the masses of the
prople suffer serious setbacks. Even when the conditions
for the victory of the revolution were ripe and it was
necessary to seize the opporlunity to wage a decisive
struggle, the right opportunists did not have the courage
to strive for victory and even tried to prevent victory.
The “lefl” opportunists did not feel like uniting with all
sorts of petty bourgeois masses and the national bour-
geoisie; they wrongly regarded the middle-of-the-road
forces as the main target of their blows and denied the
necessity and possibility of uniting with, or neutralizing,
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the various middle-of-the-road forces in the democratic
revolution. They only waged struggles against the national
bourgeoisie, did not properly unite with them and still
less were they willing to concentrate the fire against the
main enemy by exploiting the concrete contradictions
among the enemies. This, too, resulted in abandoning the
hegemony of the proletariat, leaving the proletariat to
carry on the struggle single-handed and rendering it im-
possible for the revolution to gain victory. The “left”
opportunists and the right opportunists had one thing in
common: both of them brushed aside the revolutionary
demands and perseverance of the peasants and, during
the reign of reaction, denied that we could hold on in the
countryside, establish revolutionary bases there and finally
succeed in seizing the cities by encircling them from the
countryside. Under certain conditions, therefore, the
“left” opportunists and right opportunists changed posi-
tions. For instance, Comrade Wang Ming was the main
exponent of the third “leftist” line during the period of
the Second Revolutionary Civil War in our country, but
by the time of the War of Resistance to Japanese Aggres-
sion, he became the main exponent of right opportunism.

N their struggles against “left” and right opportunism,

the Chinese Marxist-Leninists, headed by Comrade Mao
Tse-tung, have united the whole Party and have thus made
the Chinese revolution progress along a correct path and
achieve one revolutionary victory after another.

The victory of the people’s revolution led by the Chi-
nese Communist Party thoroughly smashed the reactionary
rule of the Kuomintang in old China and the bureaucratic
and warlord institutions it employed to oppress the people.
This led to the founding of the great People’s Republic
in 1949 which is essentially a dictatorship of the pro-
letariat, and thus successfully brought about the turn from
the democratic revolution to the socialist revolution. As
far as the main question of the revolution is concerned,
ie., the question of slate power, the founding of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China marked the end of the democratic
revolution and the beginning of the socialist revolution
n China. While leading the democratic revolution to vic-
tory, the Chinese proletariat firmly established its political
control of the state; therefore, there was no longer any
need to conduct another struggle for the seizure of state
power to ensure the victory of socialism. The reason for
this is that during the democratic revolution, our Party
never forgot for a moment that our final goal is to carry
out the socialist revolution and throughout the protracted
struggles of the democratic revolution it already paid close
attention to the establishment and consolidation of the
hegemony of the proletariat.

In March 1949, on the eve of the nationwide vic-
tory, Comrade Mao Tse-tung, speaking at the Second
Plenary Session of the Seventh Central Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party, pointed out that after the na-
tionwide victory of the Chinese revolution, the main
external contradiction would still be the contradiction be-
tween the Chinese people and imperialism, while at home,
the main contradiction between the Chinese people, on
the one hand, and the landlord class and bureaucrat-
capitalists, on the other, would give way to the contradic-
tion between the working class and the bourgeoisie, that
is, the contradiction between socialism and capitalism. He
also set forth a series of fundamental policies for the
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resolution of this contradiction. In the early vears follow-
ing the nationwide victory, although it was still necessary
for the Chinese people to continue to carry out the tasks
left over from the period of the democratic revolution,
mainly the task of implementing land reform over a large
part of the country to eliminate the feudal landlord class,
the transition to socialism had actually begun in 1949,
With the support of the broad masses of the people and
the power of the state, the Chinese proletariat confiscated
bureaucrat-capital, kept a firm hold on the essential eco-
nomic mainsprings of the state, energetically established
a powerful socialist state economy and secured its leading
position in the entire national economy.

OWARDS the end of 1952, when the tasks of restoring

the national economy and clearing away the survivals of
feudalism were fulfilled in the main, the Central Commit-
tee of the Chinese Communist Party headed by Comrade
Mao Tse-tung put forward the general line for the period
of transition, that is, the general line of simultaneous
development of socialist revolution and socialist construc-
tion, and set forth the task of realizing the socialist trans-
formation of agriculture, handicraft industry, and capi-
talist industry and cemmerce step by step, throughout the
country, and the task of realizing the socialist industriali-
zation of the country step by step. This general line was=
put forward at the time when the Chinese people were
in the thick of the great war to resist U.S. aggression and
aid Korea. We resolutely fought the U.S. imperialists who
tried to strangle New China, rallied the entire nation and
won great victories in the struggle. At the same time,
on the home front, we carried on socialist transformation
and construction without interruption.

This general line of the Chinese Communist Party
was a line to lead Chinese society in its transition from
the complicated economic structure of that time, which
embraced not only socialist economy but also capitalist
and individual economies, to a homogeneous socialist
economic structure. At that time some people denied the
necessity of the transition to socialism. They either at-
tempted to develop capitalism in China and follow the
old capitalist road, or tried to halt the revolution and
preserve for a long time to come the status quo— with
the socialist economy and capitalist cconomy existing side
by side. This Marxist-Leninist general line of the Party
affirmed the necessity of the transition from capitalism
to socialism and thus rejected the various erroneous right-
ist viewpoints. At the same time, this Marxist-Leninist
general line of the Party also affirmed that the transition
to socialism must be gradual and that the socialist trans-
formation of capitalist industry and commerce must also
be gradual and thus rejected the erroneous “leftist” view-
point which hoped to make a clean sweep of capitalism
overnight.

In effecting the socialist transformation of agriculture,
of capitalist industry and commerce, we took a series of
steps characteristic of our national peculiarities, in the
light of the specific conditions in our country.

Thrze successive steps were taken in the socialist
transformation of our agriculture. Step one: the land
reform was immediately followed by the extensive devel-
opment of mutual aid organizations for collective labour
on the basis of the individual economy. These mutual
aid organizations which were in the nature of embryonic
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socialism already emerged in the revolutionary bases at
an earlier period. Step two: this was again immediately
followed by the development, on the basis of the mutual
aid movement, of agricultural producers’ co-operatives
with their special features of pooling the land as shares
and unified management. These co-operatives were semi-
socialist in nature, since the land and the principal means
of production were still privately owned. We called them
agricultural producers’ co-operatives of the elementary
type. Step three: the collectivization of the land and
the principal means of production and the establishment
of agricultural producers’ co-operatives entirely socialist in
nature, which were known as agricultural producers’ co-
operatives of the advanced type.

HERE were at one time controversies between different

viewpoints within our Party on the question of agri-
cultural co-operation.

One viewpoint was that the level of our industriali-
zation was still very low and that we were not vet in
a position to effect the mechanization of agriculture, so
it was impossible and improper to bring agricultural co-
operation into being very quickly. The facts, however,
have exploded this viewpoint. We carried out the task
of agricultural co-operation in the virtual absence of
mechanization.

Another viewpoint was that the rapid realization of
co-operation would inevitably lower agricultural produc-
tion. The facts have exploded this viewpoint too. In
the course of agricultural co-operation and afterwards,
China’s agricultural production continued to rise, and at
considerable speed at that, rather than decline.

Still another viewpoint was that the realization of agri-
cultural co-operation at such high speed would impair
the unity of the peasants, or, in other words, that in
addition to the rich peasants, the well-to-do middle peas-
ants would also feel dissatisfied with us or even oppose
us while only those peasants who were relatively worse
off would support us. The facts have exploded this view-
point too. Thanks to our policy of uniting with the well-
to-do middle peasants and the policy of paying compen-
sation in annual instalments to the well-to-do middle
peasants who joined the co-operatives with their large
farm implements and draught animals, and thanks to the
rise in the production of the co-operatives year by year,
the overwhelming majority of the well-to-do middle peas-
ants were satisfied in the main with agricultural co-
operation.

In short, the facts have shown that our method of
“striking the iron while it is hot,” setting up without
delay typical examples for the rest to follow and popul-
arizing them step by step to carry out agricultural co-
operation immediately after the land reform, is a good
Marxist-Leninist policyv. If we had kept the revolution
at a standstill after the land reform, let the spontaneous
forces of capitalism in the countryside grow, and allowed
the polarization of the peasantry into two extremes, we
would have faced fairly strong resistance and met with
much greater difficulties in carrying out agricultural co-
operation at a later date.

How did we realize the socialist transformation of
capitalist industry and commerce? We did this mainly
by carrying out the policy of utilizing, restricting and
transforming capitalist industry and commerce, and
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through various forms of state capitalism, achieving the
aim of socialist nationalization. Generally speaking, the
initial form of state capitalism was to supply private cap-
italist industries with raw materials, to place orders with
them for processing and manufacturing goods and let the
state enterprises exclusively purchase and market their
goods. As to private capitalist commercial enterprises,
they were allowed to serve as retail distributors or com-
mission agents for the state. The higher form of state
capitalism was to place private capitalist enlerprises under
joint state-private management — beginning with the con-
version of individual concerns into joint state-private
enterprises and going on to the placing of capitalist enter-
prises under joint state-private management by whole
trades, paying the capitalists a fixed rate of interest for
a definite number of years.

THERE were also some controversies between different
viewpoints within our Party on the socialist transfor-
mation of capitalist industry and commerce.

One view held that capitalist industry and commerce
should only be utilized but should not be restricted
and transformed, or that we had placed too many re-
strictions and had carried out the transformation too
hastily. This was in effect an attempt to preserve the
capitalist svstem for a long period of time. It is impos-
sible for the capitalist system of exploitation and the so-
cialist system of public ownership to live side by side for
long in one and the same society — one must defeat the
other.

Another view contended that we had “compromised
too much” since we not only had carried out the trans-
formation of capitalist industry and commerce in a step-
by-step process, but had also practised redemption, given
the bourgeoisie the right to vote and given a definite
political status to the representatives of the bourgeoisie.
They held that it was impermissible in principle to con-
tinue to maintain a united front with the national bour-
geoisie after the victory of the Chinese revolution. They
asked that we apply the same policy towards the national
bourgeoisie as we did towards the landlord class and the
bureaucrat-capitalist class, i.e., to confiscate the property
of the national bourgeoisie or to adopt simple policies
which would quickly squecze capitalist industry and com-
merce out of the national economy. and to deprive the
capitalists of the right to vote. These people forgot that
it is advantageous to the proletariat to adopt the policy
of redemption in certain concrete historical conditions.
Marx and Lenin had expressed this view many times.
Regarding the question that the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat does not necessarily have to deprive the bour-
geoisie of the right to vote, Lenin, too, referred to it in
Proletarian Revolution and the Renegade Kautsky. He
said:  “The question of restricting the franchise is a
nationally specific and not a general question of the
dictatorship.”

Have we adopted a policy of “class collaboration” in
handling the contradiction between the proletariat and
the bourgeoisie? Certainly not. Such doubts represent
a misunderstanding or distortion resulting from complete
ignorance of Marxism-Leninism. As a matter of fact. the
policy of uniting with the national bourgeoisie and strug-
gling with it, which we adopted to resolve this contradic-
tion, is a very firm proletarian class policy which has
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nothing in common with the policy of “class collaboration.”
The success of our socialist transformation proves this fully.

In short, our policy of socialist transformation of cap-
italist industry and commerce has enabled us to reduce
the opposition to the transformation. and in the course
of the gradual transformation. to use capitalism condition-
ally to serve socialism, so as to facilitate the progress of
socialist construction. As a result, we have been able
to eliminate capitalism completely in the ownership of
the means of production. and we shall transform the bour-
geois elements gradually into working people carning their
own living. Of course, this too is good Marxist-Teninist
policy which fully suits Chinese conditions.

The method of gradual transition which we adopted
in the socialist transformation of agriculture and of cap-
italist industry and commerce did not prolong the time of
transformation, as some people alleged. On the contrary,
the transformation was carried out very rapidly. By
the second half of 1955 we had already set up agricultural
co-operatives of the advanced tvpe throughout the coun-
tryside, and immediately afterwards, in 1956. we converted
capitalist industrial and commercial concerns into joint
state-private enterprises by whole trades, and at the same
time organized the handicraftsmen into co-operatives. This
means that in less than seven years after the founding of
the People’s Republic of China we accomplished in the
main the socialist transformation of agriculture. handi-
crafts and capitalist industry and commerce, and basically
solved the question of “who will win” in the ownership
of the means of production. In the course of fulfilling this
task. practically no destruction was involved and indus-
trial and agricultural production rose steadilv.

AS the socialist revolution in China come to an end with

the completion of the socialist transformation of the
ownership of the means of production? Some people think
it has, and that there is no need to carrv on any revolu-
tion whatsoever. We think this viewpoint is wrong. The
socialist revolution has not yet ended. the revolution must
go on and it must be carried out to the end. Today the
capitalists in our country are still receiving a fixed rate
of interest. Economically the contradiction between the
proletariat and the bourgeoisie as two classes has not been
entirely eliminated. Even if the bourgeoisie as a class
has disappeared economically. the bourgeois world outlook,
the political influences of the bourgeoisie and the force of
bourgeois and petty bourgeois habits will continue to exist
for a long time in conflict with the socialist system.
The bourgeois rightists, particularly. will take advantage
of all this and launch attacks against socialism whenever
they have the opportunity and plot for the restoration of
capitalism. Sometimes their attacks can be extremely
frantic. That is why we cannot limit the socialist revo-
lution o the economic front: it must be carried out on the
political and ideological fronts as well. In his On the
Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the People
Comrade Mao Tse-tung pointed this out clearly. He said:
“The class struggle between the proletariat and the bour-
geoisie, the class struggle between various political forces,
and the class struggle in the ideological field between the
prolelariat and the bourgeoisie will still be long and de-
vious and at times may even become very acute. The
proletariat seeks fo transform the world according to its
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own world outlook, so does the bourgeoisie. In this re-
spect, the question whether socialism or capitalism will
win is still not really settled. Marxists are still a minority
of the entire population as well as of the intellectuals.
Marxism therefore must still develop through struggle.”

The political and ideological sfruggle between the
proletariat and the bourgeoisie is unavoidable through-
out the period of transition. But such struggles are like
waves, with ups and downs. Sometimes they become
acute and at other times they are mild. Such struggles
will disappear only when the bourgeois political and
ideological influences are finally wiped out.

O carry on the socialist revolution to the end. Comrade
Mno Tse-tung suggested that we should distinguish
between two types of contradictions of different natures
— contradictions belween ourselves and the ecnemy and
contradictions among the people, and that we should
employ different methods in approaching and dealing
with these two types of contradictions. He also put for-
ward the policy of “letting a hundred flowers blossom
and a hundred schools of theught contend.” In 1957 our
Party launched the rectification campaign in the whole
Party and among the whole people to readjust the rela-
tions among the perople and waged a struggle against the
frantic attack of the bourgeois rightists. The result was
that the enthusiasm and initiative of the masses of the
people to build socialism was greatly sparked and the
reactionary influences of the exploiting classes in the
political and ideological fields were dealt a heavy blow
and greatly weakened. On this basis our Party put for-
ward the policy of *“politics in command,” strenathened
the leadership of the Party in economic and other work.
and adjusted the relations between the central and the
local governments. between the leaders and the led. as
well as relations in other fields. At the same fime the
Party presented to the whole nation the slogan of “top-
pling superstitions, emancipating the mind. promoling the
Communist stvle of thinking. speaking and acling boldly.”
encouraged experiments of a revolutionary character and
mass innovations and creation of a mass character. and
aquided the people to revise and abolish those rules and
regulations that are no longer suitable. In order to carry
out the revolution in education. the Partv put forward
the policy of education in the service of proletarian poli-
tiecs and the integration of education with productive
labour. As a result of all these revolntionarv measures.
“a vigorous and lively political situation in which there
are both centralism and democracy, both discipline and
freedom. and both unily of will and personal ease of
mind.” as Comrade Mao Tse-tung described it. has been
developing ever more extensively in our country. In
the spring of 1958 our Party put forward the timely
general line of “going all out. aiming hirth and achieving
greater. faster. befter and more ecconomical results to
build socialism.”

Inspired bv the Party’s general line for socialist con-
struction. the people throughout the country were high
in spirit and strong in morale so that a big leap forward
was effecfed in the national economy and people’s com-
munes were established throughout the counirvside in
1958. Unprecedented achievements were also made in
the development of science. technology. culture and educa-
tion. This is the result of carrying the socialist rev-

Peking Review



olution to the end and correctly handling contradictions
among the people and thereby releasing the social
productive torces Lhoroughly.

HERE have been controversies between different views

within our Party on the questions of distinguishing
between the two types ol contradictions, the big leap for-
ward and the people’s communes. Under the leadership
of Comrade Mao Tse-tung, our Party has resolutely upheld
the correct line, repudiated various erroncous views
within the Party and has therefore been able to unite
the entire Party and people throughout the country and
continuously win new victories in the cause of socialism.

Some people say that while it is understandable that
conlradictions exist between ourselves and the enemy in
the period of transition, it is hard to understand that con-
tradictions among the pcople should exist under socialism.
They hold that there is no need to draw a line
between the two types ol contradictions — the contradic-
tions belween ourselves and the enemy and the con-
tradictions among the people. This view is wrong. Draw-
ing a clear-cut line between the two types of contradic-
tions is of great theoretical and practical significance for
the correct carrying out of the class struggle under the
dictatorship of the proletariat and for the correct handling
of the various contradictions among the labouring pcople
that do not fall into the category of the class struggle.

In present-day China, there exist not only contra-
dictions between oursclves and the enemy, but also a
large number of contradictions among the labouring
people. For example, the contradictions arising from the
differences between the working class and the peasantry
and between mental and manual labour. from the remnant
habits and ideological influences of the exploiting classes
among the labouring pcople, etc. As to the contradic-
tions between the social productive forces and the rela-
tions of preduction, the contradictions between the eco-
nomic base and the superstructure, and the contradictions
that arise Irom the differences between the correct and
erroncous views ol the people and between the advanced
and the backward. they have always existed. They exist
now and they will exist for ever. It is only that in so-
cialist society, the character of these contradictions and the
method of resolving them dilfer fundamentally from those
in class society. The view that under the socialist system.
or when mankind enters classless communist society. there
will no lenger be any contradictions among the people runs
counter to Marxism-Leninism and is entirely wrong.

All types of contradictions that exist in society will
inevitably find expression in the political and economic
life of our country and in our inner Party life. There-
fore, we must learn to recognize and handle these con-
tradictions correctly. Only thus can we thoroughly elimi-
nate the hostile anti-socialist forces, complete the trans-
formation of members of the bourgceoisie and the upper
strata of the peity bourgeoisie and their intellectuals,
adjust the relations among the people, and carry our cause
forward successfully. In socialist society and communist
sociely, the unity and struggle of contradictions and the
resolution of contradictions arve still the driving force of
social progress.

Under the dictatorship of the proletariat, neglecting
to make a clear distinction between these two types of
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contradictions of different natures will give rise to the
[ollowing wrong tendencies: Failing to see contradictions
between ourselves and the enemy. or taking these to be
contradictions among the people, not knowing that in
handling such contradictions the method of dictator-
ship, i.c.. the method of isolating, splitting up, punishing
and suppression, should be used, and, instead of this, using
the method of handling contradictions among the people
to handle contradictions between ourselves and the enemy
— this will inevitably make people commit mistakes. On
the other hand, failing to see contradictions among the
people, exaggeraling contradictions between ourselves and
the enemy and taking contradicltions among the people to
be contradictions between ourselves and the enemy, not
knowing that in handling contradictions among the people
the democratic method, i.e., the method of “starting from
a desire for unity and resolving contradictions through
criticism or siruggle, so as to achieve a new unity on a
new basis,” should be used and, instead of this, using the
method of handling contradictions between ourselves and
the enemy, ie., the high-handed method, and not the
method of persuasion, to handle contradictions among the
people — this will also inevitably make people commit mis-
takes. Besides, each of the two types of contradictions
can turn into the other under certain conditions. If they
do become so transformed, but our methods of handling
them do not change correspondingly, we will also un-
avoidably commit mistakes. There are quite a few in-
stances when our comrades committed mistakes on this
question, and therefore, it is vitally necessary to acquire a
serious understanding of this question.

OME people say that our adoption of the policy of “let-

ting a hundred flowers blossom, and letting a hundred
schools of thought contend” is tantamount to the adoption
of the policy of bourgeois “liberalism,” or the policy of
so-called “liberalization.” There are also some people who
worry lest our implementation of such a policy should help
the anti-socialist poisonous weeds grow and result in bour-
geois ideas running riot. All these people are thinking
in a wrong way.

In Peking Review. No. 39, October 1, 1959, the second
sentence in the last paragraph on p. 11 should be replaced
with the following: *“This policy which we have adopted
has nothing whatsoever to do with the bourgeois policy
of ‘liberalization.' It is an extremely firm class policy
of the proletariat. Its purposec is to promote the develop-
ment and flourishing of science, art and culture and the
srowth qf Macxism and socialist ideology guid=d by

—Marxism o purpose of carrying out this policy at a
time when bourgeois ideological influences still exist in
society is to help the proletariat defeat the bourgeoisic
politically and ideologically. to eliminate its influence, and
nol to permit bourgeois ideology to run riot. This policy
also applies to the correct handling of contradictions among
the people in the political sphere. In a socialist society,
Marxist ideology still has to develop in the struggle with
all kinds of non-Marxist ideologies; socialist ideology still
has to extend its own hold in the struggle with all kinds
of bourgeois and petty bourgeois ideologies. As to the
various views held among the people, we must allow
them to be fully expressed and they must be fully de-
bated by using the methods of criticism and reasoning.
Only in this way can correct views be advanced, erroneous
views overcome and the issues truly setiled.
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It is true, that the bourgeoisic will make use of this
policy of “leiting a hundred flowers blossom and a hun-
dred schools of thought contend” to engage in anti-socialist
activities. However, under present conditions in China,
the proletariat has the upper hand in every aspect. We
have nothing to fear from the bourgeoisie using this
slogan to wage their struggle against the proletariat. We
have never recognized anti-socialist utterances and acts of
the bourgeoisie as being legal under the proletarian dic-
tatorship. We have always openly declared that in our
garden, the hundred flowers of socialism should be in
full bloom and that the anti-socialist poisonous weeds
should be weeded out. The question is: what means should
we use to weed out the anti-socialist poisonous weeds
effectively? In a socialist society, so long as the political
and ideological influence of the bourgeoisie has not been
wiped out, anti-socialist bourgeois poisonous weeds will
exist objectively and will often appear in the guise of
fragrant flowers of socialism. When people lack experi-
ence in struggling against poisonous weeds, they are often
not so good at distinguishing them from fragrant flowers.
It is even possible that they greet a disguised anti-socialist
poisonous weed as a fragrant flower of socialism. In
certain branches of our cultural work, some comrades at
one time only allowed what they considered to be fragrant
flowers to grow for fear that poisonous weeds might
emerge. As a result, many f[ragrant (lowers benelicial
to socialism were mistaken for poisonous weeds and their
growth was thwarted. On the other hand, many harmful
poisonous weeds were able to grow surreptitiously in dis-
guise. The ideas of these comrades were wrong and child-
ish. As a matter of fact, it is those anti-socialist poisonous
weeds which are hidden or appear in disguise that are the
more harmful to the proletarian dictatorship. It is not a
bad thing to let poisonous weeds come out in their true
colours. On the contrary, it is a very good thing. For
only by so doing can the mass of people be trained to dis-
cern a poisonous weed and develop their ability to fight
against poisonous weeds and thus the aim of letting a hun-
dred flowers of socialism blossom and weeding out the anti-
socialist poisonous weeds can be achieved. This was the
method that we used to fight the bourgeois rightists in 1957
and, by relying on the mass of the people, repulse the
ferocious attacks of the rightists.

The facts have shown that the policy of letting a
hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools of thought
contend has indeed strengthened the leadership of Marx-
ism in the realm of idcology and has not in the least
weakened that position of leadership. It has enhanced
the ability of the mass of people in the struggle against
reactionary ideologies and not weakened that ability in
the slightest. Under existing conditions in China, this
policy benefits the proletariat and operates to the dis-
advantage of the bourgeoisie, which is opposed to socialism.

IN 1958, the Chinese people created a situation in which

the national economy made a big leap forward.
The facts of this big leap forward are undeniable. How-
ever, certain people assert that our country’s big leap
forward in 1958 is an abnormal phenomenon, that or-
ganizing mass movementis in economic construction can
only cause dislocation in production and that even though
a temporary leap forward may be effected it will inevitably
result in such disproportions in the national economy that
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it will be impossible to keep the leap forward going.
This point of view is entirely wrong.

In carrying on economic construction, is it a good
thing or nct to organize mass movements? Our socialist
construction is based on the conscious effort of millions
of people. It would be impossible to have vigorous so-
cialist construction without bringing into full play the
creative energy of the masses. Our country’s 650 million
people who are liberated, united and organized are a
truly great creative force. In the mass campaign to make
iron and steel last year, tens of millions of people neglected
their sleep and meals and paid no attention to material
remuncration. They were in the highest of spirits and
showed boundless enthusiasm and communist daring in
creating a new life. The net result of all this is that a
rational distribution of the iron and steel industry
throughout the country has been brought about gradually
and its development accelerated.  In the same way, it was
through large-scale mass movements and by bringing mass
initiative into full play that we built the myriads of
small and medium-sized water conservancy projects and
the hundreds of thousands of small and medium-sized
enterprises which now dot the entire country. By mo-
bilizing the masses and pressing ahead with socialist
emulation campaigns — under the slogan of “emulating
the advanced, overtaking the advanced, and learning from
the advanced!” — many large enterprises have been able
to bring aboul a rapid rise in production capacity and
labour productivily and many construction projects were
able lo economize on investments and were completed
ahead of schedule. The facts prove that by mobilizing
the masses to work on the front of socialist construction,
we can make our national economy grow by leaps and
bounds.

It is by no means fortuitous that these mass move-
ments have come about. To bring about a speedy change
in China’s poverty and backwardness is the strong
urge of the 650 million people of our country. Since
they have become liberated under the socialist system,
this urge is transformed inevitably inlo action and be-
comes a powerful and irresistible material force. With
correct leadership, such mass movements can certainly be-
come the most dynamic and constantly operating force
propelling the economic leap [orward of our country.
Our mass movements are carried out under the centralized
guidance of the Parly. Party guidance means integrating
political work wilh economic work, integrating the polit-
ical education of the masses with material encouragement
and placing politics in command, making it the guiding
force. Hence it becomes possible under the Party's
guidance to organize the mass movements for socialist
construction and keep them going, bringing the initiative
of the people into fullest play in the work of construc-
tion. Our national economy will continue to leap for-
ward without pause as long as we lead the masses always
to go all out and aim high and rely on the workers, peas-
ants and technicians to carry out the technical and cul-
tural revolutions so as to continuously introduce more
modern implements and expand the application of modern
techniques in production. There can be no doubt about
this.

When a mass movement is in full swing, some produc-
tion regimes will be upset. But the mass movement up-
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sets only those outdated regimes which hinder the expan-
sion of production; at the same time it establishes new
regimes which stimulate production. In 1958 we intro-
duced through mass movements many readjustments in
human relations in our enterprises. We introduced the
system of workers participating in management and cadres
participating in productive labour, and also the system
of closely integrating under the leadership of the Party
committees the work of the leading cadres, the workers
and the technical and management personnel. Under
proper guidance rules and regulations which had outlived
their usefulness were changed. Thanks to all this, there
is now a much higher level of management and produc-
tion in our enterprises. The socialist system is not some-
thing petrified and fixed for all time. By changing the old
order of things and introducing new ones under guid-
ance, the advantages of the socialist syslem are developed
and brought into full play. But to do this, we must rely
on the masses; we must struggle against the force of
habits which hinders the growth of the production forces:
and we must make continuous readjustments in the rela-
tions of production and the superstructure so that they
can fit in with the nceds of the growing social productive
forces. So long as we do this, we shall be able to spur
the swift advance of technical reforms and the technical
revolution, stimulate the speedy growth of the social
productive forces of our country and maintain a continued
leap forward in the national economy.

Lenin once said: “It is important to realize how in-
finitely mendacious is the ordinary bourgeois conception
of socialism as something lifeless, petrified, fixed once for
all, whereas in reality only under socialism will a rapid,
genuine, really mass forward movement, embracing first
the majority and then the whole of the population, com-
mence in all spheres of public and personal life.” In
the big leap forward which started in 1958, we are actually
witnessing the emergence of such a mass forward move-
ment in our country. Those who are critical of the mass
movement stand alool from it. They find fault with such
movements, dampen the enthusiasm of the masses and
spread feelings of despondency, dissatisfaction and pes-
simism. Their attitude towards the mass movement has
nothing in common with that of the great enthusiasm
which one expects of a communist. Theirs is the lordly
attitude of the bourgeoisie.

OME people assert that the adoption of a leap for-
ward rate of advance will violate objective economic
laws and give rise to disproportions in the various
branches of the national economy. But the facts controvert
these assertions. Our leap forward is a new thing ap-
pearing in our country that fits in exactly with
socialist economic laws. Objective economic laws cannot
be violated; they must be observed. If those laws are
violated it is impossible for the national economy to
develop by leaps and bounds. The general line laid down
by our Party comprises the whole set of policies known
as “simultancous development.” They are: the simultane-
ous development of industry and agriculture and the
simultaneous development of heavy and light industries,
while giving priority to heavy industry; the simultaneous
development of national and local industries and of large,
medium-sized and small enterprises and the simultaneous
employment of modern and indigenous methods of pro-
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duction under centralized leadership, with over-all plan-
ning, proper division of labour and co-ordination. This
sel of policies later on received the popular name of “walk-
ing on two legs.” The adoption of such policies will avoid
various Lypes of one-sidedness in the leap forward of the
national economy, such as emphasizing the importance of
indusiry to the neglect of agriculture, emphasizing the
importance of heavy industry to the neglect of light in-
dustry, emphasizing the importance of large enterprises
to the neglect of medium-sized and small ones, em-
phasizing the importance of unified management of in-
dustries by the central authorities to the neglect of the
initiative of local authorities in the development of in-
dustry, and emphasizing the importance of modern methods
of production to the neglect of indigenous methods of
production, and so on. That is to say, while developing
the national economy at high speed, the general line of
our Party calls for a unity of objective possibility and
subjective activity, due attention to the various kinds of
proportions and observance of objective economic laws.
Since the big leap forward last year, harmonious and
suitable proportions, in general, exist between the various
branches of the national economy, between industry and
agriculture, between heavy and light industries, and be-
tween consumptlion and accumulation. Although certain
isolated, partial and temporary disproportions occurred,
they were quickly discovered and overcome. Such isolated,
partial and temporary disproportions will crop up from time
to time, and if they do, they are easy to overcome. Cor-
rect implementation of the general line of the Party and
the policies of “simultancous development™ is a guarantee
against the occurrence of long-term, over-all dispropor-
tions.

It goes without saying that we must do a good job
of economic planning to enable, as far as possible, the
various branches of the national economy to spurt ahead
in harmony. We want both high speed and over-all
balance. This is not easy to achieve; in high-speed de-
velopment it is more likely that certain imbalances will
occur. We should not, however, give way to “fear of
the wolf in front and the tiger behind,” vainly hoping
for a haven of peace by adopting the method of reducing
speed unjustifiably to get a balance. So long as we pay
attention to summing up our experience and seriously
study objective economic laws, balance can and should be
achieved while developing our economy at high speed.

The speed of development of the national economy
cannot possibly be the same every year. It may be higher
in one year and lower in another. This is a normal state
of affairs. But it can be stated positively that our economy
will continue to grow year by year and that we can
maintain the speed of the leap forward in its development.

HOSE who find fault with our big leap forward and the
mass movement also find fault with our rural people’s
communes. They maintain that the people’s communes were
set up “much too soon,” are “in a mess” and “outstep the
level of social development and the level of the people's
political consciousness.” There is no valid ground at all
for such charges.

It is wrong to regard the growth of the people's comn-
munes as lacking objective necessity. Those who do so
fail to see that the people’s communes are a new form
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of social organization which has grown up on the basis
of the advanced agricultural producers’ co-operatives. This
form of social organization was created by the hundreds
of millions of Chinesc peasants to meet the needs of
growing productive forces. It is the product of the big
growth of agricultural production, which took place during
the big leap forward of 1958 along with the great exten-
sion of water conservancy work, the peasants’ enthusiasm
in running indusiries and the greal upsurge of socialist
consciousness among the peasants. The mass of Chinese
peasants have seen that the building of water conservancy
works and industries, the comprchensive development of
a diversified rural economy and the practice of co-ordina-
tion in the work of building various kinds of fairly large
productive projects must necessarily exceed the scope of
the original agricultural producers’ co-operatives and re-
quire that certain kinds of new productive relations and
new forms of organization should be established on the
basis of developing the original agricultural producers’
co-operatives. This is the people’s commune. A people’s
commune has at its disposal the manpower of several
thousand and even around ten thousand households and
several tens of thousands or even over a hundred thou-
sand mu of land, is able to deploy manpower and utilize
natural resources more rationally for the development of
the rural economy and facilitate the gradual mechaniza-
tion and electrification of agricullure. The educational
and cultural services and collective welfare establishments
urgently needed by the peasant masses can also be exten-
sively developed in the people’s communes. The setting
up of such collective welfare establishments as community
dining-rooms and kindergartens has saved great amounts
of labour power and in particular has made available
the labour power of a very great number of women.
Only one year has passed since the rural people’s com-
munes have been established, but they have fully demon-
strated in practice their immense vitality. That is why
the people’s commune movement is a great mass move-
ment that meets the need of the Chinese peasants to
develop the rural economy rapidly and transform the
poverty-siricken and backward face of the Chinese
countryside, a mass movement which conforms to the
laws of historical development under the conditions ob-
taining in China. Such a mass movement is not some-
thing that can emerge because somebody shouts for it,
nor will it collapse because somebody opposes it.

OME pcople hold that because the people’s communes
as they now stand still have socialist collective
ownership, there is not much difference between them
and the agricultural producers’ co-operatives and there-
fore there is no need to establish them. Such people fail
to see that a new content is added on the basis of the
original advanced agricultural producers’ co-operatives
and so a vast difference exists between the two. Within
the people’s commune, industry, agriculture, trade, educa-
tion and military affairs are integrated (agriculture com-
prises farming, forestry. livestock raising, rural side lines
and fishery); it organizes production as well as the live-
lihood of its members, and the basic unit of state power
in the countryside is merged with the people’s commune
administration — all these things were absent in the ad-
vanced agricultural producers’ co-operative. Of partic-
ular importance is the fact that although ownership in
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the people’s commune is still socialist collective owner-
ship and although the eollective ownership of the pro-
duction brigade which corresponds to the original advanced
agricultural producers’ co-operative is the basic form of
ownership while only part of the ownership is vested
in the communc as a whole: this part of the ownership
now vested in the people’s commune did not exist in the
advanced agricultural producers’ co-operative and  this
already contains certain elements of ownership by the
whole people.  As the commune is able every year to
draw suitable sums [or its accumulation fund from {he
income of the production brigades, to be put to the use
of commune-run enterprises, and as the commune-run
enterprises are developed and the state extends help to
the commune, that part of the ownership vested in the
commune will be gradually enlarged, until it becomes the
basic form of ownership, while the production brigades
only retain a part ol the ownership. Although al pres-
ent, only part of the ownership is vested in the people's
commune as a whole, it is this part of the ownership
which holds its greatest hopes and prospects. When that
part of the ownership now vested in the people’s com-
mune as a whole becomes the basic form of ownership,
a reliable foundation will have been laid for the tran-
sition from socialist collective ownership into socialist
ownership by the whole people in the countryside. As
to the distribution system in the people’s communes, at
the present time they implement, in the main. a wage
system based on the principle *to each according to his
work™ and at the same time they adopt a supply system
which to some extent embodies the rudiments of the prin-
ciple of “to each according to his needs.” This also did
not exist in the original agricultural producers’ co-opera-
tives. Many people’s communes have put into effect a
supply system which provides members with a suitable
amount of free supplies. (Generally speaking. these free
allocations constitute 20 to 30 per cent of the total incomes
of the members.) At present its main purpose is to ensure
that provision is made for the livelihood of those who are
not able-bodied and of the children. This is a very good
method of implementing social insurance in our rural
areas and of helping families which have more children
or have other heavy burdens. It meets the present actual
needs of life of the peasant masses. Of course, this does not
vet signify implementation of the communist principle “to
cach according to his needs.”

Some people are of the opinion that people’s com-
munes can only be communist in nature and must [ully
adopt the principle “to each according to his needs.”
otherwise. they cannot be called people’s communes.
They therefore regard the setting up of people’s com-
munes under present conditions as merely a utopian
measure divorced from realitv. They give a completely
mechanical interpretation to the nature of the people’s
communes. They do nol understand that our present
people’s communes in the rural areas are a form of basic
social organization. possessing all the above-mentioned
special features: that this form of social organization,
therefore., has very great [lexibility and is capable of
accommodating productive forces at different levels in
both socialist and communist society and their correspond-
ing levels of productive relations.  As far as our country
is concerned. this form of social organization suits not
only the socialist collective ownership of the present but
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future socialist ownership by the whole people as well,
not only the present socialist system ol giving to each
according to his work but the future communist system
of giving to each according to his needs. There is every
reason to believe that this form of social organization, the
people’s commune, will also be a suitable form of social
organization at the primary level after our country has
entered into communism. The commune system, as Com-
rade Mao Tse-tung points out, embodies a process of
development.  In our countryside, this social organiza-
tion, the people’'s commune, can rapidly advance rural
economic development while social economic growth will,
in its turn, promote the development of both the content
and form of the people’s commune system. With the
birth of this social organization, the people’s commune,
we have in practice discovered the road that, under the
prevailing conditions in our country, will lead to the
gradual transition from socialist collective ownership to
socialist ownership by the whole people, and to the future
gradual transition from socialism to communism in the
countryside. It is wrong to think that all expectations
for the commune can be realized once the people’s com-
mune is established. It will be a compleie mistake to
think that because the people’s communes need a process
of gradual development, they were set up too early, that
it would have been better not to set them up and that
those already set up should be dissolved.

O find fault with our big leap and people's communes
means to find fault with our Party’s general line
for building socialism. Who are these people finding
fault with the Party’s general line? In our own ranks,
they are the right opportunists. They represent bourgeois
ideology within our Party. When hostile forces at home
and abroad were viciously attacking us, they even denied
the great achievements in our work and described our
great causc as being in an awful mess, using as their
prefext cerlain shortecomings in our work. which had long
ago been discovered and corrected by the Party’s Cen-
tral Committee. They tried to prevent our cause from
advancing, to prevent the continued leap forward this
year and prevent the thorough implementation of the
Party’s general line. The Eighth Plenary Session of the
Parly’s Eighth Cenlral Committee pointed out that right
opportunism is the principal danger in our country to-
day. To wage a struggle against right opportunism, over-
come right opportunism and wipe out its influences is
a major task of our Party at the present time.

The general line of our Party is correct and our
achievements are great. Now. we are success(ully waging
the struggle against right opportunism. In response to
the call of the Eighth Plenary Session of the Party’s Eighth
Central Committee, the broad masses of the people are
working for a big new upsurge to increase production and
practise economy; this is a powerful rejoinder to the at-
tacks launched by hostile forces at home and abroad.
al the same time it is also a reply to the attacks by right
opportunists.

Our great cause is advancing successfully. Our Party
shares the destiny and life-breath of the Chinese people;
our cause, we have always believed. is a component part
of the socialist cause of all the world. In our country’s
revolution and construetion, the Soviet Union and other
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socialist countries have given us very great help while
the working people of the whole world and the progres-
sive forces of all lands have also given us a very great
measure of sympathy and support. With the Soviet Union
and other socialist countries our country has established
a friendship and unity which is indestructible and is grow-
ing daily. Our slogans are: “Long live the great unity
of the Chinese people!” “Long live the great unity of
the peoples of all lands!”  Supported by these two great
unities, our cause is invincible.

LL our victories are [resh confirmations of, and fresh
victories for. Marxism-Leninism. There was once
some talk about Marxism only being applicable to well-
developed capitalist countries but not to economically
backward countries; only to the West, not to the East.
After the Russian October Revolution and the Chinese
revolution, there has been another kind of talk about
Marxism only being applicable to the Eastern and not
to the Western countries. All such ideas are myths spread
by the bourgeois reactionaries and their henchmen. In
actual fact, since the emergence of Marxism, whether in
cconomically advanced countries or in economically back-
ward countries. whether in the West or the East, every
historical event and every revolutionary experience has
proved repeatedly the correctness of Marxism. The
struggles and revolutions of the masses in the various
countries take place and progress in different historical
environments and under different historical conditions.
but, no matter how complex and tortuous are the revo-
lutions in the various countries, it is no more possible
for the development of any country to depart from the
common historical course pointed out by Marxism than
it is for the carth to leave its orbit revolving round the
sun.

The Chinese Communist Party, which has led the
Chinese revolution to victory, is armed with Marxism-
Leninism: this is epitomized in the [amous words of Com-
rade Mao Tse-tung: “The integration of the universal
truth of Marxism-Leninism with the concrete practice of
the Chinese revolution.” Under the leadership of Com-
rade Mao Tse-tung, the Chinese Communist Party has
made consistent efforts to enable itself to solve the various
problems of the Chinese revolution and construction by
flexibly applying the general principles of Marxism-
Leninism in the light of the concrete conditions in China.
The fact that Marxism-Leninism has been widely dis-
seminated in such a large Eastern country as ours with
a population of 650 million and that it has resulted in
victory in the actual practice of the revolution and con-
struction must, by all accounts, be considered a big event
in the history of the development of Marxism-Leninism.
Of course. revolution and construction in China have
features peculiar to this country. But it is also possible
that some of these important special features may re-
appear in some other countries. In this sense, Chinese
experience is to a certain extent of international sig-
nificance.

Let us raise high the banner of Marxism-Leninism
and march forward!

Long live the victory of Marxism-Leninism through-
out the world!

September 14, 1959
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The Great Unity of the Chinese People and
the Great Unity of the Peoples of the World

— Written for Pravda of the Soviet Union in celebration of
the tenth anniversary of the Chinese People’s Republic

by TENG HSIAO-PING

HE Chinese pcople achieved the great victory of their
revolution against imperialism. feudalism and bu-
reaucrat-capitalism ten years ago. Since then they have also
won great victories in the struggle against enemies at home
and abroad. in the socialist revolution on the economic,
political and ideological fronts, and in socialist economic
and cultural construction. The Chinese people have suc-
ceeded in all this because they relied on the great unity
of the entire people under the leadership of the Chinese
Communist Party and also the great unity between the
Chinese people and other pcoples of the world.

On the eve of the birth of the Chinese People's
Republic in 1949, Comrade Mao Tse-tung pointed out in
his On People’s Democratic Dictatorship that internaliy,
we must unite with all forces that can be united with
and establish the people’s democratic dictatorship led by
the working class and, extern:1ly, we must ally ourselves
with the Soviet Union, the other socialist countries and
the proletariat and the broad masses of people in all
other countries. He said: “To sum up our experiences
and bring them into focus: we must have the people’s
democratic dictatorship led by the working class (through
the Communist Party) and based on the alliance of work-
crs and peasants. This dictatorshin must unite with all
international revolutionary forces. This is our formula.
our principal experience, our main programme.” We have
consistently implemented this programme during the past
ten years.

The revolution has united the hundreds of millions of
people in China. The unity of the Chinese people has
become more and more consolidated through the demo-
cratic revolution, through the socialist revalution. and with
the uninterrupted development of the revolution. In the
protracted struggle. the broad masses of Chinese peasants
have come to see the working class and the Communist
Party as the only force which they can rely upon for
ever. An indissoluble worker-peasant alliance has been
forged under the leadorship of the working class, and
with this as the basis. we have united all forces that can
be united with. The people of all nationalities in China
stand united arcund the Chinese Communist Party, like
a giant. In the past. the imperialists mocked the Chinese
people by calling them “a heap of sand.” Now they can
only tremble in the face of the united Chinese people.

The Chinese Communist Party firmly upholds and
believes in this Marxist-Leninist truth: the people are
the creators of history. Only the masscs themselves, with
their own hands. can break the shackles of bondage; and
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only the masses themselves, with their own hands, can
create their happiness. Proceeding from this truth. our
basic method of work is as follows: To integrate the
leadership with the masses, to pursue the mass line in
all fields of work, to mobilize the masses boldly, to develop
energetic mass movements under the guidance of the
leadership, to sum up the views and pool the wisdom of
the masses and rely on the strength of the masses to
carry out the policies of the Party.

EFORE 1949, the Chinese Communist Party had already

traversed a difficult and tortuous path for close to thirty
yvears. What we did can be summed up in a nutshell:
we united and organized the broad masses of the people
in the struggle against impcrialism, feudalism and
bureaucrat capitalism under the leadership of the work-
ing class and thus created a broad mass movementl for
the democratic revolution. The people's revolutionary
war was the concentrated expression of this mass move-
ment. It was a people’s revolutionary war in which
hundreds of millions of impoverished peasants were
mobilized and gave their all-out support. Thanks to this.
we finally defealed the enemy and won complete victory.
What we have done inside China in the ten years since
1949 can also be summ~d up as [ollows: in addition to
completing thoroughly the tasks left over from the stage
of the democratic revolution, we united and organized the
broad masses of the people for the socialist revolution
and construction and thus crealed a broad mass move-
ment for socialist revolution and construction. We have
already built up the dictatorship of the proletariat as
our state power. This is a powerful weapon in all fields
of our work. The strength of the proletarvian dictatorship
lies in the fact thal it makes the broad mass of labouring
people the real masters of the country and is built on
the initiative of hundreds of millions of people. Hence
it is obviously an erroneous vicw to ignore the initiative
of the masses, to maintain that it is no longer necessary
to organize mass movementls since everything can be done
from above by relying on the state apparatus.

In our country, the mass movements play their role
in all phases of the socialist revolution and construction.
The broad mass movement guarantees that the socialist
revolution can be carried out thoroughiy and speedily.
It also cnsures that greater, faster, better and more econo-
mical results can be achieved in carrying out the socialist
construction.

The socialist revolution in our country is the con-
centrated expression of the strong desire of the broad
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masses ol people to cradicate bourgeois ownership, end
ownership by small producers, and completely emancipale
the social productive forces. Every important step in the
revolution was made under the impetus of exlensive mass
movements. It was through broad mass movements that
we speedily and successfuily carried out the socialist
transformation of agriculture, handicraft industry, and
capitalist industry and commerce. Immediately following
this, it was again through large-scale mass movements
that we won decisive viclories of the socialist revolution
on the political and ideological fronts. All old relations
of production and the superstructure which shackled the
development of the productive forces collapsed rapidly
under the impact of such great mass movements, while
new relations of production and the superstructure befit-
ting the development of the productive forces have grown
up rapidly.

HE socialist construction of our country has also been
forging ahead under the impact of widespread
mass movements. The 650 million Chinese people, com-
pletely liberated through socialist revolution, are con-
fidently testing their strength on the truly gigantic tasks.
They urgently desire to develop China's economy at high
speed, to rid their couniry quickly of poverty and back-
wardness, and to catch up gradually with the imperialist
countries which have always prided themselves on being
“advanced.” The Communist Party of China believes
that it is ils duly to support this entirely reasonable desire
of the masses of the people enthusiastically and to lead
them actively in organized aclions. As early as 1949, the
Party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung pointed out that the
socialist construction of China, in accordance with our
conditions, ought to be very fast, and not very slow. In
the spring of 1958, after the overfulfilment of the First
I'ive-Year Plun [or the development of the national econ-
omy in 1957, the Party, at the suggestion of Comrade
MMao Tse-tung, mapped out the general line: “Go all
out, aim high and achiceve greater, faster, better and
moire economical results to build socialism.”  This general
line has crystallized the great determination of the 650
million Chinese people o build a powerful nation, and
has, in turn, played the role of setting the people in mo-
tion. mobilizing all the forces that could possibly be
mobilized, thus creating a (remendous mass movement
for socialist consiruction and the conditions for the unin-
terrupted leap forward of our national economy. More-
over, it has given rise to the historically significant move
ment to set up people’s communes in the countryside.
The role of the mass movements in our socialist con-
struction is being felt more and more clearly. The fact
that hundreds of millions of working pcople have gone
all out, aimed high. stepped up their enthusiasm for
labour to the maximum, and developed the mass move-
ments for technical innovation and technical revolution
on a large scale. has guaranteed the continuous leap for-
ward of our economy. We can say for sure that our
technical revolution will be many times faster than the
former industrial revolution of the capitalist couniries.
On the basis of giving priority to heavy industry. we
simultaneously develop industry and agriculture, heavy
and light indusiry: while strengthening the centralized
leadership of the Central People’s Government in cco-
nomic construction, we also see to it that the initiative
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of the local authorities ut various levels is encouraged;
we also see to it that the development of large enter-
prises goes hand in band with medium and small-sized
enterprises; while developing the modorn method of pro-
duction, we see to it that indigenous methods are not
ignored. The operation of the policy of “simultancous
development” serves to mobilize the masses on the broadest
scale, and to bring into motion various positive factors
so as to push forward our socialist construction most
effectively and speedily. In steel making, in 1958, we
launched a mass movement in the large enterprises and
those using modern methods of production as well as in
the medium and small-sized enterprises and those using
indigenous mothods.  As a result, tens of millions of peo-
ple jubilantly joined the movement and displayed bound-
less enthusiasm for socialist construction. All this led
to the enormous leap forward in steel making and laid
the basis for a rational distribution of the steel industry
in our country, thus creating the important conditions for
a speedy development of the steel industry in the [uture.
At the same time, it was through large-scale mass move-
ments that we made timely adjustments of human rela-
tions in labour, to adjust certain links in our economic
and political set-ups that were incompatible with the
growth of the productive forces. As a result, our socialist
relations of production have been improved steadily and
the enthusiasm of the people for socialism was further
enhanced. Clearly. it is only by relying on large-scale
mass movements in our socialist construction that it will
be possible to overcome our cconomic backwardness in a
comparatively short period of time.

N our own ranks some people cannot see the socialist

initiative of the masses and therefore entertain doubts
about the mass movements. They always think that the
masses are nol conscious enough and that the mass move-
ments are unreliable. The fact is, however, that the
broad masses in China have very great initiative for so-
cialist revolution and socialist construction. It is not the
masses who lag behind, but those who entertain doubts
of the masses that are lagging behind the masses. Of
course, in keeping with the progress of socialism, it is
necessary for the masses to educate themselves in order
1o raise their own consciousness continuously. The broad
mass movements led by the Parly have played a significant
role in promoting the cause of socialism because through
these movements the socialist initiative of the masses is
Iully developed and they serve as the best schools for
the sell-education of the masses. It is through a series
of mass movements in the socialist revolution and con-
struction that the Chinese pcople have received a pro-
found socialist education which has rapidly raised their
socialist consciousness.

In our own ranks some people consider mass move-
ments necessary in the revolution but maintain that it is
a different matter in construction. This view is also
wrong. Certainly the forms of mass movements should
be different in times of revolution and construction, in
political struggles and economic work. But obviously our
cconomic construction cannot be divorced from political
work, and politics should be the soul and should be in
command. To do economic work well, we must observe
objective economic laws. The aim of large-scale mass
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movements is precisely the full application of the objective
economic laws by bringing into full play man’s subjective
activity. Those who deny the role of mass movements
in construction view political work and economic work
as absolute opposites and therelore fail to see the very
important part played by the socialist initiative of the
broad masses in construction. They also view as absolute
apposites two things in economic construction — reliance
on the masses and reliance on technical personnel; they
do not understand the vital significance of the practical
experience of the masses in production for the develop-
ment of science and technology. At present, there are not
cnough technical personnel as vet in our socialist con-
struction, and a group of top-level, outstanding scientists,
inventors and other technical experts are urgently needed.
To develop their ability and the role they play, however,
the experts have to work in close harmony with the
masses and continuously absorb new experiences from the
practical work ol the masses. The view that in construe-
tion it is encugh to have thc management of the enter-
prises and a few experts issue orders, that the masses are
negative or passive factors and that mass movements are
not wanted, is obviously wrong.

THE enthusiasm of the masses o create a new life and
their spirit of initiative are inexhaustible resources

for the development of the socialist cause. There can be
no real socialist accomplishment which is divorced from
the initiative and creative genius of the people. Lenin
said: “Vital and creative socialism is created by the
masses ol people themselves.” 'Maxism-Leninism always
opposes the solution of new problems in life by resorting
to ready-made formulas from boouks. In carrying out so-
cialist construction in a country like ours, with a very large
population and backward economy, we cannot possibly
avoid a host of extraordinary difficulties and complicated
problems. We must depend upon the living experience
of mass struggles to overcome these difficulties and solve
these problems. The Chinese Communist Party and
Comrade Mao Tse-tung consistently maintain that the
universal truth of Marxism-Leninism must be integrated
with the practice of the Chincse revolution, that is, apply-
ing and developing Marxism-Leninism through the prac-
tical struggles of the Chinese people. When hundreds of
millions of people start 1o move under the Party’s leader-
ship, they not only rapidly accomplish those things which
were once considered very difficult, but also break down
the outmoded rules and rcgulziions. go by the logic of
life itself and discover various £inds of appropriale new
forms for our cause, It is no accident that the broad
masses of Chinese peasants have created a form of social
organization, i.e. the people’s commune. The former agri-
cultural producers’ co-operatives, smaller in scale, could
no longer meet the requirements of the leap forward in
the productive forees of socicty. Conscquently the large
people’s commune, which combines industry, agriculture,
trade. education, and military affairs and combines the
township administration with that of the commune, was
born, and an upsurge of forming people’s communes was
soon apparent in the countryside throughout the country.
The Chinese Communist Party and Comrade Mao Tse-
tung gave timely, correct leadership to this mass move-
ment. The people’s commune has developed so widely
and rapidly because it is a creation of hundreds of mil-
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lions of the Chinese people. It plays a great part in
developing the rural cconomy and culture and in raising
the hiving standards of the peasants. Such a large-scale
mass movement which conforms with historical laws can-
not possibly risc all ol a sudden under the orders of a few
people, nor will it vanishk in the face of opposition by a
few. The people’s commune has extraordinary vitality.
The peasants say: "It can’t be destroyed even by thunder!”
Under the conditions in our country, the people’s commune
1s a powerful weapon to accelerate socialist construction
in Lthe countryside; 11 will also be the best form of social
organization for th¢ [ulure transition from collective
ownership Lo ownership by the whole people, and from
socialism to communism in the countryside.

It is inevitable. under any circumstlances, that certain
isolated, local and temporary shortcomings will crop up
in great, new undertakings in which several hundreds of
millions of people take part. But we cannot, as the say-
ing goes, “refuse to take food because we fear choking,”
and we must not negate the mass movement because we
fear these shortcomings. Our mass movement is con-
ducted under the centralized leadership of the Party, with
the leaders moving ahcad along with the masses and
learning together with them from practical experience;
therefore, when defects crop up, they are easily detected
and overcome. The handful of right opportunists within
our Party do not see the great achievements made in the
big leap forward movement and in the movement for
people’s communes since 1958; they spare no cfforts to
exaggerate certain shortcomings in the mass movements
which have alrecady been overcome so as to oppose the
Party’s general line for building socialism. The positive
effect of the mass movement for more iron and steel on
the rapid development of our national economy is be-
coming more and more evident in real life: but the right
opportunists think that this movement can only play a
destructive role. The people’s communes, afier summing
up the cxperiences gained in the initial stage, are be-
coming more mature and sounder; but the right oppor-
tunists think that the people’s communes are “moving back-
wards™ and that the only way out is to dissolve them.
The masses of the people look upon the leap forward in
our national cconomy as something extremely good, bul
the right opportunists think it is all “in an awful mess.”
This right opportunist viewpoint is obviously nothing
but a reflection within our Party of the reactionary view-
point of the bourgevisie which fears the masses and is
antagonistic to the mass movement.

NLIKE the political parties of the bourgeoisie, the

Marxist-Leninist party of the proletariat dares to bring
into full play the creative power of the masses; it is for
ever in the van of the mass movement; it continuously
shows the masses the correct path to take, puts forward
in time new tasks for which they shouid struggle, and
leads them from victory to victory. That is what our
Party has been doing. Our Party is a Marxist-Leninist
party, a party of the masses ol the people. The principles
and policies for all our work are “from the masses. and
back to the masses.” Through the extensive mass move-
ments, our Party has established intiinate flesh and blood
ties with the people. As a result of the victory of the
Party’s general line for the building of socialism. and as
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a result of the great leap forward in the national economy
and the victory in the people’s commune movement, these
close ties have been further strengthened, and the prestige
of our Party among the people has been further enhanced.
The Chinese Communist Party has become the core of
the great unily of the Chinese pcople in long years of
struggle. This greal unity is the fundamental factor that
accounts for victories we have already won and victories
we shall continue to win in the cause of socialism in our
country.

HE unity between the Chinese people and the peoples

of the whole world is the essential international fac-
tor which enables us to score victories in our revolution
and in our construction.

The revolutionary cause of the proletariat has always
been international in character. The struggle of the pro-
letariat of any country is a component part of the com-
mon struggle of the proletariat of the whole world, In
this era of ours, the people throughout the world have
united in a world-wide common struggle against imperial-
ism for the lofty cause of peace. pcople's democracy and
socialism. Every country in the world, whether big or small,
and every nationality, whether advanced or backward, has
its place in this common struggle. The people of any coun-
try or nationality. so long as they mobilize and organize
themselves and are united as one, turning their might to
full account, can carry on their struggles successfully, and
thereby contribute to the common struggle of the people
throughoul the world: at the same time, they can obtain
help and support in this common struggle.

The Chinese revolution is a component part of the
socialist revolution of the world proletariat. It is a con-
tinuation of the great October Revolution. The victory
of the Chinese revolution extended the tremendous in-
fluence of the October Revolution and is of greal signifi-
cance to world peace and human progress. The revolu-
tonary victory in a couniry as big as China with a
population of 650 million broke through the eastern front
of imperialism. Tt is an extremely heavy blow to tho
imperialist system. Vietorious New China joined the so-
cialist camp headed by the great Sovici Union and greatly
added to the ascendancy of the world socialist svslem.
The unity and growing strength of the big socialist family
lormed by the Soviet Union. China and other frater-
nal countries have fundamentally changed the relative
strengths of the world’s class forces.  Under the leadership
of the proletarial. the Chinese people have carried the
anti-imperialist and anti-feudal democratic revolution to
the end and, through the socialist revolution and con-
struction, are rapidly getling rid of poverty and back-
wardness, providing an example of going over from the
democratic revolution to the socialist revolution in a
colonial and semi-colonial country and of the transforma-
tion of a backward agricultural country into an advanced
industrial country. This cannot but tremendously inspire
all the oppressed nations in their struggle for national
liberation, people's democracy and a socialist future. The
victory of China’s revolution and construction is the
result of integrating the universal truth of Marxism-
Leninisin with the realities of China by the Chinese Com-
munist Party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung. It is the vie-
lory of Marxism-l.eninism. The wide dissemination of
Marxism-Leninism in a large country in the east and the
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continuous greal successes it scores further prove the
unlimited vitality of Marxism-Leninism, and hence all
people of the world who want progress are more and
more aitracted by Marxism-Leninism.

The Chinese people have received broad sympathy and
support from the great unity of the peoples of the world.
We have never stood alone in our struggles. Under all
conditions, the Chinese people have always carried on
their struggle resolutely on  their own; at the same
time, the assistance and support from the world revolu-
tionary forces are of great significance to the victory of
our struggles. Comrade Mao Tse-tung said at the Eighth
National Congress of our Party: “Internationally, our
victories are duc to the support of the camp of peace,
democracy and socialism headed by the Soviet Union and
the profound sympathy of prace-loving people throughout
the world.” Our revolution and construction have received
greal, fraternal help from the Soviet Union, help from
the other socialist countries, as well as help from the
labouring people and all progressive forces of the various
countries in the world. The Chinese people are sincerely
grateful for this great international help.

PROLETARIAN internationalism is an important condi-

tion for the victory of the revolution in all countries. It
is an important weapon in the hands of the proletariat in
liberating the whole of mankind. The Central Committee of
the Chinese Communist Party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung
have always educated the entire Party and the whole
people in the spirit of proletarian internationalism and
opposed all kinds of bourgeois reactionary ideologies of
big-nation chauvinism and narrow nationalism. Bour-
geois nationalism is an expression of the bourgeois world
outlook. Starting from the selfish interests of the ex-
ploiting class, the bourgeoisie either places its own nation
above the others under the banner of big-nation chauvin-
ism in order to achieve the aim of oppressing and exploit-
ing the other nations; or pits its own nation against the
course of world human progress by spreading the ideo-
logy of narrow nationalism. Should the proletariat be-
come contaminated with these reactionary bourgeois ideas,
the cause of the revolution would be seriously impaired.
The imperialists and the reactionaries of the various
countries have always exploited national sentiments to
spread the virus of bourgeois nationalism as an important
means of undermining the cause of the proletarian revolu-
tion and disrupting the usily of the various nations of the
world. The modern rewsionists, as represented by the
Yugoslav ruling clique, use bourgeois nationalism to
oppose proletarian inlernationalism, use the nation as a
cover to oppose international solidarity and have fully
become an echio of imperialism. The Central Committec
of the Chinese Communist Party and Comrade Mao Tse-
tung have told the entire Party and people time and again
that we must always unite with the proletariat and the
peoples of the world and make proletarian internation-
alism our rules of conduct.

The great Soviet Union is the most faithful friend
of the Chinese people. After the founding of the People’s
Republic of China, the two great socialist countries —
the Soviet Union and China — formed a solid and close
alliance. The unity of the Soviel Union and China plays
an extremely important part in the unity of the peoples
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of the world. Conwrade Mao Tse-tung said that the unity
of the Soviet Union and China “will inevitably contribute
not only to the prosperity of the two great countries —
China and the Soviet Union — but also to the future of
all mankind and the victory of peace and justice through-
out the world.” The Chinese Communist Party and the
Chinese people have always regarded the strengthening
of the friendly co-operation between China and the Soviet
Union as our important internationalist duty.

HE socialist camp headed by the Soviet Union is the

reliable guarantee of world peace and human progress.
The People’s Republic of China has joined this camp, and
shares the same destiny and life-breath of this camp. In
the big family of socialism, the national economies or all
the socialist couniries are surging forward together; the
friendship and unity among us are being strengthened
and consolidated day by day. The relations between
the countries of the socialist camp are based on the pro-
letarian internationalism of Marxism-Leninism. They are
equal and fraternal relations of mutual respect, mutual
encouragement and mutual assistance. These are the
sincerest and most friendly international relations of a
new type. The constant consolidation and promotion of
the unity of the socialist camp conforms to the fundamen-
tal interests of the peoples of the socialist countries and
of the peoples of the whole world.

The unily of the socialist camp headed by the Soviet
Union and the unity of the international communist move-
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ment with the Communist Party of the Soviet Union at
its centre, form the core of every more extensive interna-
tional unity. With the holding of the historic Moscow
meeting of representatives of Communist and Workers’
Parties from all the countries of the world in 1957, this
core has become even stronger and more consolidated.
With such a strong core, the working class of the world,
the labouring people of the world, the oppressed nations
of the world, the world forces upholding peace and desir-
ing progress, have united even closer, bringing boundless
light and hope to mankind.

The great unity of the Soviet Union, China and all
the socialist countries and the great unity of the peoples
of the whole world are something imperialism and the
reactionaries ol all countries cannot disrupt. The more
viciously imperialism and the reactionaries attack and
try to disrupt our great unity, the harder we will work to
consolidate and promote our unity. In the face of our
greal unity, any struggles on the part of imperialism and
the reactionaries will not save them from inevitable de-
struction. The forces of peace will certainly triumph over
the imperialist forces of war; the oppressed nations will
certainly overthrow the reactionaryv rule of colonialism:
the socialist system will certainly replace the capitalist
system; these are irresistible historical laws. Our times
are great times of the transition of mankind from capital-
ism to socialism. Our cause will surely advance from
victories to bigger victories. No force on earth can pre-
vent our victory.

Refuting the Nonsense About
“Disproportions in the National Economy”

Following is a translation of the editorial that appeared
in “Hongqi” (Red Flag), the theoretical fortnightly of the
Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party, No. 18,
1959. Subheads are ours.— Ed.

N 1958, guided by the general line of “going all oul,
aiming high and achieving greater, faster, better and
more economical results to build socialism™ put forward
by the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party
and Comrade Mao Tse-tung, the nation emancipated its
mind, toppled old idols and, in tremendously high spirits
and with soaring enthusiasm, brought about an upsurge
in the big leap forward of :~ocialist construction. The
national economy of our country and its various cultural
and educational undertakings made unprecedentedly rapid
progress.

Thanks to last year's big leap forward, in a number
of important products, such as grain, coal and timber,
China has already successfully reached ahead of schedule
or surpassed the goals originally set for 1962 in the Second
Five-Year Plan. The big leap forward has enabled us to
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win time in our socialist construction and so shorten
its course. This is a brilliant victory for the general line,
a great victory for the set of principles for development
ol the national cconomy worked out by the Party known
as  “simultaneous developments,” or mote  commonly,
“walking on two legs.”

It is an ingrained habit ol the imperialists to
venomously slander and attack our great cause of social-
ism. Since last year their allacks on our three great and
vigorous new things — the general line, the big leap for-
ward and the people’s commune — have been especially
fierce. This is because they know that what is of more
advantlage to us is to their greater disadvanlage. This is
exactly how things stand: what Lthe Chinese people like
most are always the things the imperialists like least ol
all. At home, a handful of right opportunists have also
taken this opportunity to attack the Party’s general line
and the big leap forward. One of the main “arguments”
they use to attack the general line and the big leap for-
ward is that there have been disproportions in our national
cconomy which have caused what they call “a state ol
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