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The Locomotive That Leads
The Train of History

ELSEWHERE in this issue we bring you news and reports from

the national conference of heroes of labour which is in full
swing as we go to press. Its roots and significance extend far
beyond the lively proceedings in Peking’s Great Hall of the
People, where more than 6,500 delegates representing nearly
300,000 advanced working units and more than 3 million out-
standing workers from all parts of the country. This large
number of outstanding groups and workers itself is a concrete
indication of the scope of the mass movement propelling China’s
big leap in socialist construction.

The achievements already made in transforming our coun-
try in the past decade and the big leap are inseparable from
the concerted and sustained efforts of aroused millions.

The Chinese Communist Party and scientific socialism have
always taught us that the inexhaustible force for breaking the
old capitalist world and building the new socialist world is the
mass movement of the revolutionary proletariat. that history is
made by the masses and that the revolutionary mass movement
is “the locomotive that leads the train of history.”

Proceeding on this basis in the course of several decades of
hard struggles the Chinese Communist Party successfully led
the people’s democratic revolution and the socialist revolution
to historic victories. The victories liberated the productive
forces of Chinese society and opened the doors for the full play
of the initiative and creativeness of the masses of the people
creating a new life for themselves.

In building socialism, too, the Chinese Communist Party
mobilizes the masses, pursues its mass line. The general line
for building socialism — “to go all out, aim high, and achieve
greater, faster, better and more economical results to build
socialism” —is the mass line in socialist construction. It
expresses the deep-rooted aspiration and determination of the
650 million people of China to wipe out the heritage of poverty
and ignorance in the shortest possible time, and at the same time
calls on the masses to go ahead with the building. That is its
power. The results are evident in the vast progress in all
fields that is bringing prosperity to China.

The heroes of labour now meeting in Peking are activists
in the mass movement of socialist construction. They are men
and women who have translated the general line in practice
into the phenomenal advance of China’s national economy. They
are armed with revolutionary drive, iron will and indomitable
spirit. They are the men and women who are motivated by
the quest for new and better ways of doing things, who have
inventive talent, technical know-how and the spirit of innova-
tion. As the Chinese saying goes they have come to “offer
their treasures and see the truth.”

The impact of the conference on China's socialist construc-
tion will undoubtedly be manifest in a new upsurge of the mass
movement that is speeding China’s national economy ahead at
a rate never before witnessed in history.



ROUND THE WEEK

U.S. Interference Denounced

All the democratic parties of China
have denounced the illegal resolution on
the so-called “Tibet question” adopted by
the United Nations General Assembly.
They pointed out thal the discussion of
Tibet by the United Nations and its res-
olution, instigated by the United States
which has time and again proved itself
the sworn and most vicious enemy of
the Chinese pcople, are crude inter-
ference in China’s internal affairs. It is
a violation of the Charter of the United
Nations and endangers world peace and
sceurity. The leaders of the democratic
parties pledged their full support to the
statement issued by the Government and
deelared that their parties along with all
sections of the people will wage a united
struggle to foil the scheming of the U.S.
imperialists.

Woman Living Buddha Accuses

Doje Phagmo, the 22-year-old woman
Living Buddha of Gyantse who returned
from India recently, told the press in
Peking how she was abducted seven
months ago and why she braved all
perils to come back to her motherland.
Doje Phagmo the XII belongs to the Red
Sect of Buddhism and holds the highest
position among women Living Buddhas
in Tibel.

In the latter part of 1958 Gyantse was
under the heel of the rebel forces, with
the Dzongpon of the former local govern-
ment of Tibet in Nangkartse Dzong hold-
ing the reins of power. As a patriot and
one who had taken part in the work of
the Preparatory Committee for the Au-
tonomous Region of Tibet, Doje Phagmo
was subjected to rebel intimidation and
pressure, The rebels looted her monas-
tery and forbade her to hang Chairman
Mao's portrait on the wall.

On April 10 this year, she related,
when the rebels were fleeing from the
People’s Liberation Army towards the
Indian border, she was forced by the
rebels to leave with them. “I'll never
forget what 1 suffered and what I saw
other people suffer at the hands of
the rebels during the flight to India”
she said. “These men who profess to
be ‘protectors of religion' are actually
bandits plundering and raping wherever
they go.” The Living Buddha and others
were taken on an enforced march for
seven days in the snow-covered moun-
tains and wild country. The little food
they had with them was soon consumed
and they had to live on wild herbs. For
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fifteen days, sleeping in the open and
covering themselves with tree leaves and
branches, they lived like beasts. Then
they arrived at a place on the northeast
frontier of India which Doje Phagmo
pronounced as Basah.

There was a so-called refugee camp
there. The “refugees,” she was told,
lived on rice and flour, but that was
only in the first month, later they were
fed with something that was neither soup
nor gruel. On her arrival at this camp
she saw Pala Tudin Younding Surkong
Kongchung (brother of Surkong Wong-
ching-Galei, one of the rebel ringleaders)
and Indian military officers jointly
checking the arrival of “refugees.” She
asked to be allowed to earn a living on
her own whereupon two Indian soldiers
escorted her to Siliguri and later to
Kalimpong. The Indian police took her
fingerprints, part of the registration the
“yefugees” had to go through. Al the
end of three months re-registration was
required.

“Kalimpong is a distressing place,” the
Living Buddha said. “The upper-class
pcople were given accommodations at
the big hotels, while the poor who were
forced to leave Tibet with the rebels
were left to fend for themselves. What
they had to cram down their throats to
alleviate hunger was not even fit for
animals. Some of the Tibetan ‘refugees’
who tried to find work as coolies at the
local railway station were in such rags
that they were hardly able to cover
themselves decently.”

When asked how they carried on their
religious life in India the Living Buddha
was surprised at the question. “They
weren’t able to keep body and soul
together in India,” she pointed out, “how
could they possibly keep up with their
religion?”

For four months Living Buddha Doje
Phagmo had to put up with a terrible
life in Kalimpong. “Day and night 1
yvearned to come back to the mother-
land and my parents in Tibet. 1 thought
of the crimes the rebels had committed,
the sufferings 1 and others who had been
abducted abroad had to endure. I
thought of the days back in Tibet, how
well 1 was treated by the Han cadres
and the Communist Party. I was deter-
mined to make my way home, come
what may."”

Many other Tibetans who had been
taken out of the country by force longed
like her to return to China, she said. As
Chinese, they say, they do not want to
live on charity. In Kalimpong they

stealthily bought copies of pamphlets
containing the letters exchanged between
General Tan Kuan-san and the Dalai
LLama and they talked about this
secretly., Doje Phagmo said Kalimpong is
full of shady characters, and yvou are often
shadowed.

The woman Living Buddha then spoke
about the joy of her return to China and
the warm welcome she had received.
“The comrades of the Han nationality
welcomed me back as if I were their
own sister,” she said. In Peking she at-
tended the tenth anniversary celebrations
and had the good fortune of seecing
Chairman Mao Tse-tung and Chairman
Liu Shao-chi and other leaders of the
Communist Party and Government when
they received Panchen Erdeni and others
from Tibet. She spoke of her meeting
with Premier Chou En-lai at a reception
in honour of the leading Tibetans in
Peking and how moved she was by the
warm. affectionate words of the Premier
who congratulated her on her successful
return. Recalling the terrible plight of
her Tibetan sisters and brothers in India.
she expressed the hope that they will be
able to find their way back to China at
an carly date.

Living Buddha Doje Phagmo pledged
her support to the democratic reform in
Tibet. “1 have seen with my own cyes
tha benefits of socialism in other parls
of China and how the people enjoy a
happy life. I believe and hope socialism
will come to Tibet, too, so thal Tibetans
will lead as happy a life as the people
ir other parts of China.”

Loyang—China’s Tractor City

Loyang is many things to many peo-
ple. To the students of history Loyang
is rich in lore and traditions, once the
heart of ancient China, perennial capital
for nine dynasties, the earliest going
back to the times of Chou, before 1,100
R.C. To art-lovers Loyang is chiefly the
city of the famous Lungmen murals, a
treasure-house of Buddhist art and litera-
ture. To horticulturists Loyang is the
city of peonies, reputedly the most
glorious in China. But the big leap has
brought new distinction and significance
to reborn Loyang, today the nation’s first
and foremost tractor centre.

What Changchun in the northeast is
to motor cars and lorries this rising in-
dustrial city in Honan Province is to
tractors, which China is producing in
large numbers for the first time.
Although not yet formally commissioned,
its No. 1 Tractor Works, a most up-to-
date, push-button enterprise, is all set to

turn out these much needed machines
on a mass scale for agriculture. In the
course of its construction it already
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turned out 630 diesel tractors of 54 h.p.,
the first to bear the trade name “The
East Is Red.” They have been sent to
the people’s communes in many parts of
the country to try out. The first tractors
seriallyv produced in China are now at
work in the fields.

Serial production began in the middle
of September. In fifteen days 250 tractors
were produced, averaging 15 minutes
and 12 seconds for each machine. the
birthday gift of the workers to the na-
tion on the tenth anniversary of the Peo-
ple's Republic. Construction of the plant
started on National Day. 1955, and much
assistance has received from the
Soviet Union both in the way of equip-
and technical advice.

been

ment

Keying for Bigger Harvests

A bumper autumn harvest of rice. in-
dustrial crops and vegetables continues
to dominate the news from the country-
side. It has been a good year and work
is now under way to make 1960 an even
better one,

In a joint directive the Ceniral Com-
mittee of the Communist Party and the

State Council call for mass campaigns
for water conservancy works and the
accumulation and manufacture of [er-

tilizer in the coming months. The direc-
tive points out that water control is still
the basic thing in developing
agricultural production and that il is an
important task for the whole Party and
the people in building socialism. It
urges the peasants to effect several more
waves ol water conservancy construction
in the next few vears so that flooding.

most

waterlogging and drought will be
eliminated in China.
Apart from a major effort to build

reservoirs and the like and the accumula-
tion and manufacture of fertilizer on the
farms, the peasants will launch a mass
movement for soil improvement in the
winter months, too, which will be con-
tinued throughout the spring, to trans-
form the 270 million mu of poor farm-
land in the country. In some provinces
the work of soil improvement has
already begun. All these measures
taken by the communes or mapped out
for action are part of the plan to en-
sure still richer crops in 1960.

From Three Legs of a Donkey

On page four of last Monday's Renmin
Ribao there was a photograph of a cute
but serious-looking moppet poring over
her reader under an electric lamp. Her
grandmother is sewing beside her. It's
a very ordinary picture but the electric
lamp tells a story. The old woman and
her grand-daughter are one of the
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families of the Jianming People’s Com-
mune in Tsunhua County, Hopei Prov-
ince, which vrecently had electricity
installed in their homes for the first
time—since the coming of the people’s
communes.

The Jianming People’s Commune is
singled out for acclaim in the press be-
cause it has made great advances against
tremendous odds economically, From
what was once known as the “paupers’
co-op” the prospering Jianming People’s
Commune has grown up. They have in-
creased agricultural production many
fold as compared with 1952, They have
also done well in building and running
their commune on the principles laid
dewn by the Communist Party—dili-
gently. thriftily and democratically.

The achievements of the Jianming
People’s Commune have attracted
widespread attention for another reason.
The members have always been able to
cope with difficulties and wrest riches
from barren hills and lands., remaking
nature to improve their own livelihood.

They have eliminated much of the
poverty of the past, but although they
have money to spend in their hands,

they cherish the virtues of diligence and
thrift. This is in keeping with the policy
of the Party—to be industrious and

a campaign is now unfolding in the
Hopeil villages to learn from the men,
and the women of the famous “paupers’
co-op” of old, who were once so poor
that they owned only three legs of a
donkey between them.

Another Bridge Across the Yangtse

When the famous double-decker bridge
across the Yangtse at the triple-city of
Wuhan was completed in 1957, it was
the first of its kind in the history of
China. Now, two years later. a second
major bridge across the Yangtse is
nearing completion at Chungking, the
upriver port. Its last steel girder was
put in place a few days ago and this 820-

metre-long double-tracked bridge will
soon be opened to traffic.

The construction of the Chungking
bridge started in September 1958. The

original schedule was to complete the
project in two years. Now the bridge
has been linked. 13 months after ground
was broken., a record for bridge-build-
ing in China.

Chungking, the key industrial city of
Szechuan Province, is an important
centre of water and land communica-
tions. The new bridge will link the
Chungking-Chengtu Railway. which was

cconomical in doing evervthing, in built in 1952, and the Chungking-Kwei-
running communes. homes. enterprises yang (Kweichow Province) Railway now
and in running the country. The Hopei under construction. It will accelerate
Provincial Communist Party has called the economic development of China’s
on all other people’s communes in the most populous province and other areas
province to emulate Jianming. And so in Southwest China.
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Chungking Painting in Chinese ink and colours by Li Ko-jan
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HONGQI

October Revolution—Banner of Victory
For the People of the World

Following is a translation of an editorial that appeared in “Hongqi”
(Red Flag), fortnightly journal published by the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China, No. 21, November 1, 1959. — Ed.

HE Great October Socialist Revolution was a turning-

point in the history of mankind. It inaugurated the
most fundamental change in human history, opening for
it a new era, the era of socialism.

During the 42 years that have since passed, the
decadent, old world of capitalism has declined with each
passing day. while new-born socialism is growing up day
by day. The socialist system abolishes all types of op-
pression and exploitation. It enables the labouring peo-
ple to become masters of their own destiny and makes
it possible for the productive forces of society to shoot
ahead at lightning speed. The practical experience of
one-third of mankind has proved it to be the best social
system in history. People have come to see more and
more clearly that the socialist road opened by the October
Revolution is the common road which the people of all
countries in the world will travel. Capitalism will cer-
tainly be replaced by socialism. This is the irrevocable
law of historical development.

The Soviet Union, the first socialist country created
by the October Revolution guided by the great Lenin, has
gone through all kinds of severe tests and is grow-
ing in stature day by day. The great Soviet people,
led by the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, have
developed a high degree of creative spirit and displayed
lofty communist revolutionary qualities. By their own
diligent labour they are creating a socialist-communist
new life. The imperialist reactionaries have made all
sorts of predictions about the Soviet Union. For a period
after the October Revolution, they said that the Soviet
state could not last long and that the socialist planned
economy was an unattainable mirage. Later, they said
that the Soviet Union would be destroyed by Hitler's
fascist attack, and that the enormous war wounds suf-
fered by the Soviet Union during the war could not be
healed. All these predictions proved bankrupt one after
the other. Now the great Soviet Union is a first-class
industrial world power. It has reached the highest levels
of scienlific and technological achievement vet seen in
the world. The great success of the Soviet Union in
successively launching three cosmic rockets shows that
it has left the United States far behind in many of the
most advanced branches of science. Now the Soviet peo-
ple, under the leadership of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union, are unfolding a powerful labour emulation
drive to fulfil ahead of time, and to overfulfil, the Seven-
Year Plan and go on to surpass the United States in per
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capita industrial and agricultural output. The steady im-
plementation of the grand Seven-Year Plan and the daily
brilliant successes of communist construction in the Soviet
Union reveal to the people of the whole world the in-
finitely bright prospects of communism.

Today, the situation of the past, when the Soviet
people carried on socialist construction in a single country
encircled by capitalism, has changed fundamentally.
Today, marching forward along the socialist road side by
side with the Soviet Union are the People's Republic of
China, the People’s Republic of Albania, the People’s
Republic of Bulgaria, the People’s Republic of Hungary,
the Democratic Republic of Viet-nam, the German Dem-
ocratic Republic, the Democratic People’'s Republic of
Korea, the People’s Republic of Mongolia, the People's
Republic of Poland, the People’s Republic of Rumania
and the Czecheslovak Republic. Our fraternal socialist coun-
tries form the socialist camp headed by the Soviet Union.
Helping each other and in close co-operation, all of us
together have attained a common economic upsurge. The
whole big family of socialism presents a scene of pros-
perity. in striking contrast to the capitalist world which
is battered, divided and waning.

N the peaceful competition between the two different

social systems — socialism and capitalism — the socialist
system is gaining an increasingly overwhelming ascen-
dancy. More and more people in the world now look to
socialism. And the stronger the forces of socialism, the
more the cause of world peace is assured. To stand for
peaceful coexistence between countiries with different
social systems, to oppose the imperialist policy of ag-
gression and war and to defend world peace and promote
human progress — these are the fundamental principles
governing the foreign policy of the Soviet Union and all
the other socialist countries. Recently, there has been
the great achievement of Comrade Khrushchov's visit to
the United States. International tension has relaxed to
a certain degree. The peaceful proposals for general
disarmament put forward by the Soviet Union are enthu-
siastically supported by all the peace-loving countries
and people of the world. This is precisely an indication
that the peace forces of the world have greatly surpassed
the imperialist forces for war. The imperialist reactionary
clique, headed by the United States, still obstinately per-
sists in its cold war policy, carries out all sorts of provoca-
tions and creates tension. Despite this fact, however, in
the circumstances of our time when a powerful socialist
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camp exists and
anti-aggression and anti-war f{orces through-
out the world are growing daily, it is possible
to avert and stop wars and to realize lasting
world peace, provided that the peace-loving
people and countries of the entire world unite
still more closely in conducting a persevering
struggle against the imparialist forces for
war.”

The Great October Revolution closely linked together
the national liberation movement in the colonial and
semi-colonial countries and the revolutionary movement
of the proletariat in the imperialist countries. After
World War 11, the roaring tide of the national liberation
movement swept over Asia, Africa and Latin America.
At present it is still rolling forward in powerful waves
that surge up in one place after another. This movement.
as it develops, will ultimately bury colonialism. In the
imperialist countries, too, the struggle for peace. de-
mocracy and socialism is continuously developing. Lenin
predicted that the proletarian revolution and the na-
tional and democratic revolution in the colonial and semi-
colonial countries would support each other and be co-
ordinated to achieve the ultimate world-wide victory of
socialism. This prospect is now very clear,

HE unity of the socialist camp headed by the Soviet

Union and the unity of the proletariat in all countries
with the Cemmunist Party of the Soviet Union as the
centre. are the core of the great unity of the people of
the world. Since the meeting in Moscow of the Com-
munist and Workers' Parties of various countries iwo
vears ago, the unity of lhe socialist camp and of the
international communist movement has been greatly
strengthened and consolidated. All the altempts to sow

On India’s Armed Provocations

discord and dissension made by the imperialists and their
tools—the Yugoslav modern revisionists —have failed
shamefully in the face of this great unity. The imperi-
alist reactionaries and the modern revisionists can never
understand that the great ideology of Marxism-Leninism
closely unites our socialist countries and the Communist
Parties of all countries, and that no force on earth can
destroy this unity.

The Central Committee of our Party and Comrade
Mao Tse-tung. our leader, have consistently educated the
whole Party and all the people of our country in prole-
tarian internationalism, regarding the strengthening of
the friendship and unity between China and the Soviet
Union, and among all members of the great socialist
family, as our fundamental interest and basic principle
and taking it as our primary duty in international life.

The victory of the Great October Revolution attested
in steel-hard facts the inevitable historical trend to the
people’s victory throughout the world. The victory of
socialism in a number of European and Asian countries,
the victory of the Chinese people’s revolution and the
formation and growth of the socialist camp. developed
and strengthened this trend further. The beams of the
October Revolution clearly illuminate the road of advance
for all the people of the world. Socialism will certainly
replace capitalism. The oppressed nations will certainly
overthrow colonialist rule. Peace will certainly triumph
over war. No one can prevent these things from being
realized. Let us raise still higher the great banner of
the October Socialist Revolution, and strive for still
greater victories by the people of the world!

Chinese Foreign Ministry Statement

Following is a statement issued by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the People’s Republic of China on October 26. — Ed.

N October 20 and 21, 1959, armed Indian personnel

violated China’s frontier in the northwestern part
of the Tibet Region and carried out armed provocations.
On October 23 the Indian Ministry of External Affairs
gave a report about this incident to the press which is
inconsistent with the facts and contrary to the truth.
The Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs deems it neces-
sary to make public the truth of the entire matter to
ensure a correet understanding of the facts.

On October 20, 1959, three armed Indian personnel
unlawfully intruded into Chinese territory in the area
south ol the Kongka Pass in the northwestern tip of the
Tibet Region of China. Chinese frontier guards promptly
advised them to leave Chinese territory immediately, but
met with their refusal. In order to defend their country’s
territory from violation, the Chinese frontier guards could
not but disarm them and put them under detention. On
October 21, a detachment of Indian troops numbering more
than seventy again intruded into Chinese territory in the
same area and unwarrantedly carried out armed provoca-
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tion against the Chinese frontier guards patrolling there.
Relying on their superior strength, they encircled and ad-
vanced [rom two directions upon the Chinese patrol,
which was comparatively few in number. At 13:09 hours,
local time, they fired on the Chinese patrol for the
first time. The Chinese patrol gesticulated for them to
withdraw from Chinese territory and stop firing. But
the Indian troops paid no heed., and opened fire for the
second time at 13:19 hours. The Chinese patrol once again
gesticulated to them, but the Indian troops still paid no
heed, and on the contrary continued to press forward; they
took away by force horses left in the vicinity by the Chi-
nese patrol, and even opened heavy fire and launched an
armed attack on the Chinese patrol at 13:27 hours. In
these circumstances, the Chinese patrol could not but fire
back in self-defence. In the clash which lasted about
two hours, both sides suffered casualties and seven Indian
soldiers were captured by the Chinese patrol. The Indian
troops withdrew from Chinese territory at about 16:00
hours, local time, and the Chinese frontier guards found the
bodies of nine Indian soldiers on the spot.

After the Chinese Government received the report on
this incident. the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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promptly handed a memorandum to Indian Ambassador
to China Mr. Parthasarathi on October 22, lodging a
serious protest and asking the Indian Government to take
measures at once to prevent the recurrence of violation
of Chinese frontiers and further provocation against
Chinese frontier guards by Indian troops. The Indian
Ministry of External Affairs, however, on October 23 in
succession handed a note to the Chinese Embassy in India
and issued a slatement distorting the truth of the above
incident and counter-charging the Chinese troops with
violating Indian territory and provoking the armed clash,
in an attempt to shift the responsibility for the incident
entirely onto the Chinese side. The Chinese Ministry of
Foreign Affairs handed another note to the Indian Am-
bassador to China on October 24, refuting the Indian
Government’s totally groundless charges against China,
categorically rejecting the protest contained in the note
of the Indian Ministry of External Affairs dated October
23, and reiterating the Chinese Government’s serious pro-
test and demand made in its memorandum of October 22.

It is beyond dispute that the place where this incident
took place is within Chinese territory. Yet the Indian
Ministry of External Affairs in its note of October 23,
using the one-sided and incorrect delineation of the Sino-
Indian boundary in official Indian maps as the basis,
described the place of the clash as being situated about 40
to 50 miles west of the traditional Sino-Indian boundary
and alleged that Indian police parties had patrolled this
entire area without hindrance, while the Chinese troops
had moved into this area only in recent months. The
Chinese Government absolutely cannot agree to these
allegations which are inconsistent with the facts and con-
trary to the truth.

THE customary boundary betlween China and Ladakh
formed by historical tradition in fact has always ex-
tended southeastward after running through the Karako-
ram Pass: it runs through the Kongka Pass, whence it
turns southwestward and then southward. cutting across
the western part of Lake Pangong. The entire area east of
this line has always been under Chinese administrative
jurisdiction. The maps published in China have marked
this section of the boundary precisely in accordance with
historical tradition and the state of Chinese administrative
jurisdiction. In his letter to Prime Minister Nehru dated
September 8 Premier Chou En-lai gave a clear explana-
tion about this section of the boundary line. According to
the delineation of this section of the boundary in maps
published in India, however, large tracts of Chinese ter-
ritory are incorporated into Ladakh. The Indian Govern-
ment has asserted that such a delineation has its legal
basis in the 1342 peace treaty between the local authorities
of China’s Tibet Region and the Kashmir authorities. As
a matter of fact, in the 1842 treaty there is no specific
provision or explanation at all about the position of this
section of the boundary. Over a long period, this section
of the boundary was not delineated in official maps
published in India or was marked as boundary undefined.
In the last few vears, this section of the boundary sud-
denly appeared in official maps published in India; it not
only cut deep into Chinese territory but was marked as
determined boundary. Hocwever. this unilateral delinea-
tion cannot alter the fact that the large tracts of territory
included into Ladakh in the Indian maps have never been
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under Indian administrative jurisdiction. Therefore, as
pointed out by Premier Chou En-lai in his letter of Sep-
tember 8. the delineation of this section of the boundary
in Indian maps is without any legal ground. nor does it
conform to the actual situation of administralive juris-
diction by each side which has existed all along.

The entire area cast of the traditional customary line
between China and Ladakh, including the places to the
east, south and north of the Kongka Pass, has always been
Chinese territory and under the respective jurisdiction of
Chinese local authorities in the Sinkiang and Tibet Re-
gions. Since the liberation of Sinkiang and Tibet, the
frontier guards of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army
have all along been stationed in and patrolled this entire
area. The Sinkiang-Tibet Highway, built by China in
1956-57, runs through this area. In its note of October 23,
the Indian Ministry of External Affairs also admitted that
the Indian Government had no troops in this area. It
asserted, however, that Indian police parties had previously
patrolled this entire area without hindrance. If this as-
sertion tallied with the facts, how is it thinkable that
China could have built a highway through this area
and that the highway could have been open to traffic
without hindrance up to the present? In September 1958
and July 1959. some Indian armed personnel did come
to this area, but that was illegal trespassing and they
were therefore promptly disarmed and detained by Chinese
frontier guards. These armed Indian personnel were later
sent out of China under escort and their arms were
returned to them. Regarding those two incidents of illegal
trespassing, the Chinese Government on each occasion ex-
pressed regret or lodged protests with the Indian Govern-
ment.,

The facts are clear. According to the traditional cus-
tomary line between China and Ladakh and the state of
China’s jurisdiction over the area east ol this section of
the boundary, the incident of October 20 and 21 was
wholly caused by illegal intrusion into Chinese territory
by armed Indian personnel and their armed provocation.
Any attempt to shift the responsibility for this incident
onto China can in no way be justified.

HE Chinese Government cannot but point out with re-

gret that this incident is already the second armed
clash on the border provoked by the Indian side in the last
two months. As in the incident of the armed clash in the
Migyitun area on August 25, the Chinese frontier guards
once again tried their best to avoid an armed clash, and
they fired back in self-defence only when they were com-
pelled to do so. It is extremely unfortunate that both
armed clashes resulted in casualties on both sides, yet the
rights and wrongs of the matter and the responsibility for
the two incidents must be made clear and not obscured,
and, moreover, attempts should not be made to inflame
national feelings and aggravate the matter because casual-
ties were suffered. It is true that in both incidents the
Chinese side suffered less casualties. This exactly proves
that on both occasions the Chinese side was on the
defensive. Anybody with a litile knowledge of military
affairs knows that generally speaking the attacking side
always suffers more casualties than the defending side.
It is surprising that the Indian side, after instigating the
latest armed clash, should even reserve the right to claim
adequate compensation from the Chinese Government. If
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the question of compensation is (o be raised, it is only the
Chinese side and not the Indian side that has the right
to make such a claim.

In order to maintain the tranquillity of the Sino-
Indian border and to safeguard friendship between the
two countries, the Chinese Government has always stood
for a reasonable overall settlement of the boundary ques-
tion by the two countries in accordance with the five
principles and through friendly negotiations conducted in
a well-prepared way and step by step. Pending this,
as a provisional measure, the two sides should maintain
the long-existing status quo on the border and should
not try to change it by unilateral action, even less by
force. The Chinese Government has always followed this
line. Although the Indian Government on more than one
occasion also expressed agreement that both sides should
maintain the long-existing status quo on the border, yet in
actual fact India has violated the status quo in many
places on the western and eastern sections of the Sino-
Indian boundary, invaded and occupied many places which
have always belonged to China, and have up to now
failed to withdraw from them in disregard of the repeated
demands of the Chinese Government. If it were allowed
that Indian troops can cross at will the traditional cus-
tomary Sino-Indian boundary in the west to intrude into
Chinese territory for so-called patrolling. then Chinese
troops would have all the more reason in the east to enter
the area south of the so-called McMahon Line for patrol-
ling. This is not only because the so-called McMahon
Line is illegal, but also because the area south of this line
was indeed not long ago still under Chinese administrative
jurisdiction, with the local government of China's Tibet
Region collecting taxes there up to 1951. However, al-
though the Chinese Government absolutely cannot rec-

National Conference

ognize this illegal line, Chinese {rontier guards have never
crossed the so-called McMahon Line. This is for the sake
of maintaining amity along the borders in the interest of
negotiations and settlement of the boundary question. Re-
cently, the Chinese Government has repeatedly expressed
the desire to settle the Sino-Indian boundary question
reasonably through peaceful and friendly consultations,
and has made untiring efforts with the result that Sino-
Indian relations which were troubled for a time have
improved. The Chinese Government cannot but deeply
regret thal, under these circumstances, the Indian side
should have once again provoked an armed clash. How-
ever, the desire of the Chinese Government for a peace-
ful settlement of the Sino-Indian boundary question will
not change, nor will the Chinese Government relax in its
efforts to improve and strengthen Sino-Indian friendly
relations. Out of consideration for the traditional friend-
ship between China and India and humanitarianism, the
Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs informed the Indian
Government in its note of October 24 that the Chinese
Government was prepared to release the ten Indian
military personnel captured in the incident of October 20
and 21, and that the bodies of the nine Indian soldiers were
properly buried and the Chinese Government was pre-
pared at any time for them to be taken back by the Indian
side. The Chinese Government sincerely hopes that the
Indian Government will also hold dear the friendship
between the two countries, adopt measures at once to pre-
vent the recurrence of intrusions across China’s frontiers
and provccations by Indian troops and refrain from any
word or deed tending to further harm relations between
the two countries, so that a fair and reasonable settle-
ment of the question of the boundary between the two
countries can be brought about along correct lines in a
favourable atmosphere.

China’s Heroes of Labour Meet

by OUR CORRESPONDENT

T 15:00 hours on October 26, more than six thousand
delegates in the brilliantly illuminated Great Hall
of the People in Peking rose to greet Liu Shao-chi, Chou
En-lai, Chu Teh, Lin Piao. Teng Hsiao-ping and other
leaders of the Communist Party and People’s Government
as they took their places, together with the 282-member
presidium on the huge red-carpeted rostrum. The big-
gest “conference of labour heroes” ever held was in ses-
sion. Under the joint sponsorship of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Parly and the State Council,
6,576 delegates have come to the capital from all parts
of the country to report their exploits in the big leap
forward to the Party and Government, swap experiences,
and raise higher the banner of the general line for socialist
construction.

November 3, 1959

There are 2.540 delegates representing outstanding
groups. 3,284 are outstanding workers from 26 departments
of industry, communications and transport, capital con-
struction, finance and trade and 752 were specially invited
from the rural people’s communes, education, culture,
health, science and technology circles, government offices,
people’s organizations, and other fields of endeavour. It
is a gathering of front-rankers from virtually all walks
of life. Twenty-three nationalities, including Hans, Mon-
golians, Huis, Tibetans, Uighurs, Miacs, Yis, Chuangs,
Puyis and Koreans, are represented. 796, or 12 per cent
of the delegates, are women.

The size of the gathering itsell bespeaks the big leap
forward of China's economy. In 1950, 800 delegates at-
tended the first “conference of labour heroes.” Since then,
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Leaders of the Chinese Communist Parly and
People’'s Government meeting the delegates

China has made giant strides [orward and increasing
numbers of workers have distinguished themselves. By
the first half of this year, there were close to 300,000 out-
standing groups and more than 3.6 million outstanding
workers — including 540,000 women — in the fields of in-
dustry, communications and transport, capital construction,
finance and trade. This means that one out of every ten
is an outstanding worker. The rapid increase in the
number of outstanding groups is a new trend of partic-
ular significance. It indicates the growth of the collective
spirit among the workers and the widening scale of the
mass movement m production. It is the logical outcome
of the tremendous advance of China’s economy and is. in
turn, a potent factor in the continued leap forward.

In the first six months of this year, the outstanding
groups and workers put forward 29.13 million rationaliza-
tion proposals nearly halfl of which have been put into
practice with excellent results. This is of tremendous
significance because rising labour productivity is a key to
the triumph of socialism.

Exceeding the 1959 Targets

The conference meets when a tremendous economic
advance is rising to new heights and the economic situa-
tion is better than ever. With two more months to go,
it is already certain that the 1959 plan will be overfulfilled
ahead of schedule. An economic situation has emerged
in which both indusiry and agriculture have gone ahead
rapidly; economic construction under Central authorily as
well as under local authority have developed greatly; and
an overall leap forward at high speed with a well propor-
tioned development of the wvarious branches of the
economy is being continued.

The root cause of all this is the great mass movement
for higher output and greater economy inspired and led
by the Chinese Communist Party. The delegates reacted
with great enthusiasm to the greeting from the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party read to the
conference by Chu Teh, a vice-chairman of the Central
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Committee of the Party, on the [irsl day of
the conlerence after the opening speech by
Liu Ning-I. President of the All-China Federa-
tion of Trade Unions.

In its greeting, the Central Committee of
the Party praises mass initiative and the mass
movement highly. and extols the outstanding
groups and workers as “the most precious
wealth of the Party and state,” their achieve-
ments, as “the glory of the people.” (For full
text, see p. 12))

The main report to the conference on the
situation in economic construction and the
future tasks was made by Li Fu-chun, Mem-
ber of the Political Burcau of the Communist
Party's Central Committee and Vice-Premier
of the State Council. (Abridged text is pub-
lished on p. 14 of this issue.)

On the following days., the conference
was addressed by Vice-Premiers Po I-po, Tan
Chen-lin. Li Hsien-nien. Nieh Jung-chen and
l.u Ting-vi on the situation and concrete tasks
in each sphere of the national life. Tan Chen-
lin told the conference that modern, large-scale agricultural
construction has begun and that China’s agricultural econ-
omy will maintain its high rate of growth. When he
called on the workers to provide more and better agricul-
tural machinery and technically equipped personnel for
the modernization of China’s agriculture, the delegates
responded with thunderous applause and enthusiasm rose
high.

The Tasks Ahead

Outstanding workers mounted the rostrum to voice
their full support and wholehearted response to the call
of the Parly and Government and their resolve lo carry
out the following tasks:

*To overfulfil the 1959 plan and fullil the major
targets of the Second Five-Year Plan three years ahead
of schedule.

*To continue the big leap forward in the coming
years, especially 1960, so as to get rid of poverly and
backwardness in the shortest possible time.

*To catch up with Britain in the output of major
indusirial products in about ten years.

*To give full support to agriculture and bring about
the technical transformation of agriculiure as rapidly as
possible.

Each of the delegates had a success story to lell
Their speeches. simple in language and without embroid-
ery. are real epics of heroism. From their speeches
and written statements, the noble spiritual qualities of
China’s workers today cmerge clearly and impressively.

Take Su Kuang-min, a milling-machine operator [rom
Harbin, for instance. Constantly (rying out new ideas,
he learnt and applied to advantage 40 advanced ex-
periences, made 50 proposals to improve technique in the
past decade, and is now working on quotas for 1970.
There are many veterans like Su among the delegates, who
have consistently excelled in work. Chan Shui-ching, a
lathe-turner from Talien (Dairen), maintains a wonderful
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record: even though his jobs are highly demanding in
precision, he hasn™t turned out a single reject in nearly 12
years. And his pace is by no means leisurely. In the
twelve months of 1958, he completed a 20-month work
quola.

Through hard work and ingenuity, many veteran
workers have become engineers and experts in their fields.
Wang Feng-cn is one of them. With practically no formal
schooling behind him. Wang has many significant inven-
tions to his credit. Now an engineer at a transformer
plant in Shenyang, he also lectures at the Northeast En-
gineering College.

Boldness in thinking and action combined with level-
headedness is the sccrel of success of not a few. Yi
Shih-chuan and her work team in a spinning shop of a
Shanghai textile mill broke through the barrier of critical
speed and stepped up their machines to 500 revolutions
per minute. They oblained 55 kilogrammes of 21-count
weft yarn per 1,000 spindles per hour and all their
products are top-notch.

Profound devotion to the causc of socialist construc-
tion and complete sclflessness are the noble qualities of
many. When some 30 oxygen cylinders were in danger of
exploding from red-hot slag that escaped from an open-
hearth furnace, Li Shao-kuei, a veteran Anshan steel-
worker, did not hesitate to rush to the rescue totally dis-
regarding his own safety. He prevented a serious accident
in the nick of time. Chao Meng-tao, a young woman textile
worker from Shensi, always undertook the most difficult
jobs. Seven times she swapped machines with her mates
and went to work on the most unruly machine. She passed
on all her technical know-how to others — her “opponents”
in emulation — and consistently overfulfilled her own quota
for seven years.

Postwoman Lo Shu-chen’s job may not sound very
impressive. But she delivered more than one million

pieces of mail in the past five years — promptly and with-
out a single error. She has become the most welcome
person in the area she serves. Cooks, barbers, and hotel
attendants, who were at or near the bottom of the social
scale in the old society, are now respected and they too
have sent their representatives to the conference.

There seem Lo be no age limits for heroes. 71-year-old
Lo Tung, a veteran Red Army man of Long March fame,
distinguished himself again as a warehouse keeper. 17-
year-old Huang Kuang-yao from Szechuan and 18-year-old
Liu Ya-chun from Peking are front rankers among ap-
prentices and young workers.

The potency of the advanced groups and the spirit of
mutual help is well illustrated by Anshan Iron and Steel
Company’s No. 3 Steel Mill. In this mill, hundreds of
new workers learnt, in record time, the technique of
modern open-hearth stecl-making as a result of mutual
help in a new form of emulation —the “demonstration
emulation” in which the workers demonstrate their
methods and help cach other improve their skills. As a
result, daily steel output of the mill rose 50 per cent in
five months.

Delegates from Ilonan, Shantung, Anhwei and clse-
where related vividly the tremendous vitality of the small
blast furnaces and industry run by the people’s communes,

To exchange experience more concretely the conference
has now broken up into groups according to trades. As
we go to press, it is still in session. It is scheduled to
adjourn on November 8. In the meantime, workers
throughout the country are pushing up production to new
heights as their greeting to the conference. The call of
the Communist Party issued at the conference is already
generating new strength on the economic front, and even
better results for the last quarter of 1959 and a tremen-
dous forward leap in the coming year can be anticipated
confidently.

The National Conference of Labour Heroes

November 3, 1959
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The Chinese Communist Party Greets the
National Conference of Heroes

Following is a translation of the message of greetings conveyed by
Chu Teh, Vice-Chairman of the Central Committee of the Chinese Com-
munist Party, to the National Conference of Outstanding Groups and
Workers in Socialist Construction in Industry, Communications and Trans-
port, Capital Construction, Finance and Trade that opened in Peking on

October 26.— Ed.

COMRADES,

On behalf of the Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party 1 bring the warmest greetings to the
National Conference of Outstanding Groups and Workers
in Socialist Construction in Industry, Communications and
Transport, Capital Construction, Finance and Trade, and
to the whole working class of our country.

Comrades. as we gather here at this conference, our
country is in the midst of a new upsurge in the powerful
mass campaign to oppose right deviation, and go all out to
increase production and practise economy. Responding
energetically to the call of the Eighth Plenary Session of the
Eighth Central Committee of our Party, the whole country
has greeted the tenth anniversary of the founding of our
great People’s Republic with brilliant achievements and is
now working for a continued leap forward in the national
economy this year. As things stand at present, it can be
said with complete certainty that the national economic
plan for 1959 will be fulfilled ahead of schedule and over-
fulfilled. In industrial production, steel output will sur-
pass the 12-million-ton mark and the output of coal will
exceed 335 million tons. In agriculture, despite the serious
floods, drought and insect pests, total output will surpass
that of the extraordinarily big leap forward of 1958.
Agricultural production will increase in total value by
more than 10 per cent above that of 1958. The volume
of freight transport by rail, highways, ships and tug boats,
and the allocations for capital construction will also be
overfulfilled. The revenue and expenditure situation and
the market supply situation are good. The major targets
of the Second Five-Year Plan of our country can be ful-
filled this year, three years ahead of schedule.

Our national economy this year is continuing to leap
forward on the basis of last year’s extraordinarily big leap
forward. This fact itself eloquently proves that our
socialist system has a boundless vitality; it fully bears out
the complete correctness of our Party's general line of
going all out, aiming high and achieving greater, faster,
better and more economical results in building socialism.

Attending this conference are representatives of out-
standing groups and workers in industry, communications
and transport, capital construction, finance and trade.
You are representatives of the creators of the big leap
forward on these fronts last year and this year. The
brilliant successes that you and the people of the whole
country have achieved during these two years vividly
demonstrate the great strength of the mass movement in
socialist construction conducted under the guidance of the
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Party’s general line following the basic completion of the
socialist revolution on the cconomie, political and ideo-
logical fronts. Our Party has always held that the people
are the most active element of the productive forces. The
masses are the creators of history. Whether in revolution
or construction, victoriecs can be won rapidly and
thoroughly only when the masses are mobilized on the
broadest scale and the enthusiasm and creativeness of the
people are brought into fullest play. The development of
our national economy during the past decade, and es-
pecially during the past two years, at a rate which no
capitalist country can emulate and the unprecedented suc-
cesses achieved are, in the last analysis, great victories of
the mass movements led by the Party, greatl victories
for the mass line of the Parly. Here is the main reason
why there are so many outstanding groups and workers
at this conference and why today so many heroes have
come to the fore in our country.

The imperialists always hope flor “failures” in our
great cause of socialist construction, and the right oppor-
tunists exaggerate certain isolated shortcomings in our
work, with the aim of attacking the Party’s general line,
the big leap forward and the people’s communes. But
life itself shows convincingly how wise is the leadership
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party and
Comrade Mao Tse-tung, how industrious and courageous
are our workers, peasants and revolutionary intellectuals,
and, on the other hand, how stupid are our enemies, and
how silly the cries of the right opportunists!

OMRADES! The successes we have obtained are great.

The economic level of our countiry has risen enor-
mously in ten years of cconomic construction, and espe-
cially in the big leap forward last year and this year. But
we have no reason to rest on our laurels because of this.
The grand goal of our people is to build our land into a
great socialist country with modern industry, modern agri-
culture and modern science and culture within a not very
long time. To reach this, we have first to catch up with and
outstrip Britain in the output of major industrial products
within about ten years. This is a difficult, immense and
very glorious task for our people, especially for our work-
ing class. At the same time we have to bring about the
technical transformation of our agriculture in the shortest
possible time, that is, mechanize our farming, extend
water conservancy works throughout the farmlands, use
chemical fertilizer and other farm chemicals on an exten-
sive scale and carry out the electrification of agriculture.
In a land such as ours, with a huge population and endowed
with a vast territory and rich natural resources, agricul-
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ture is the basis ol the development of the national econ-
omy. We must ensure that priority for the development
of heavy indusiry goes hand in hand with the speedy de-
velopment of agriculture and we must thoroughly carry
out the policy of developing induslry and agriculture
simultaneously. To speed up socialist construction, it is
of paramount importance to bring about the technical
transformation of agriculture as quickly as possible. This
requires that industry arm agriculture with powerful,
modern fechnique. This is another glorious task for
our people, and especially for the working class. We
have already achieved brilliant successes in the past
decade. We will certainly achieve still more brilliant
successes in the coming decades. We have all the pre-
requisites Lo realize this great task, and must redouble our
efforts to this end.

There are only two more months to go before the end
of the year. Comrades in industry, communications and
transport and capital construction are faced with the
urgent task of [fullilling this year's state plan ahead of
schedule and making preparations for a continued leap
forward next year.

Comrades in the field of trade must work hard to
overfulfil their tasks in purchasing supplies and do their
work well in supplying the market.

Comrades in the field of linance must do their work
well in the raising and the administration of state funds
for construction.

With the experience of the leap forward last year
and this year, with the people’s communes which have
been consolidated and are developing healthily and with
our present material and technical foundations, we must
strive for a better and all-round leap forward next year;
all the possibilities exist for this.

To this end, we must further implement the resolu-
tion of the Eighth Plenary Session of the Eighth Central
Committee of the Party on opposing right deviation and
making an all-out effort to increase production and prac-
tise economy, ensure the implementation of the Party’s
general line for socialist construction and the set of
policies of “walking on two legs,” combine revolutionary
zeal with the scientific spirit in all fields of work, and
link boundless enthusiasm with technical innovation. We
must work in a practical way, assiduously and skilfully.
We must get greater and quicker results and at the same
time do things better and more economically. We must
give altention to raising qualily and lowering costs of pro-
duction and ensuring safety in production. We must con-
tinue to see to it that politics are in command, to launch
mass campaigns, to ensure that cadres take part in labour
and the workers participate in the management of pro-
duction: we must change irrational regulations and syslems
and achieve close co-ordination among the leading cadres,
workers and technical personnel in the enterprises. In
the management of enterprises, we must apply the system
whereby the director assumes full charge under the col-
lective leadership of the factory Party committee.

OMRADES! You, the representatives of outstanding
groups and workers in the fields of industry, com-
munications and transport, capital construction, finance
and trade, are the most precious wealth of our Parly
and state. Your achievements are the glory of the people.
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Fruit of the big leap forward
Woodcut in colour by Chang Chia-shui

In our country, the great, historical role of the out-
standing groups and workers is not only to promote the
cause of socialist construction through outstanding achieve-
ments, but also to help other workers and groups and
enable them rapidly to reach advanced levels,

We hope the representatives of outstanding groups
and workers present will not only avoid complacency and
learn from others with modesty, and work hard to uphold
your outstanding titles, but display a communist spirit
and help other workers and groups reach advanced levels.
The Central Committee of the Party has conflidence that
you can certainly fulflil this honoured task.

Comrades! The people of our country have just
celebrated the tenth anniversary of the founding of our
People’s Republic with the greatest joy. We look back
on our brilliant past with great elation and forward to
our bright future with full confidence. The Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party is firm in its
beliel that your conference will certainly fulfil its task:
summarizing and popularizing the valuable experience of
the various outstanding groups and workers, uniting all
the workers and employees in the land to push forward
the campaign to increase production and practise economy
which is now in full swing all over the country, striving
for the fulfilment ahead of schedule and overfulfilment
of this year’s national economic plan and creating fa-
vourable conditions for a continued leap forward in the
national economy next year.

We wish you, comrades, still greater victories in your
future work!

We wish the conference great success!
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Continuing the Big Leap

In Socialist Construction

by LI FU-CHUN

Following is an abridged translation of a report made by
Li I'u-chun, Member of the Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party and Vice-Premier
of the State Council, at the National Conference of Outstand-
ing Groups and Workers in Socialist Construction in Industry,
Communications and Transport, Capital Construction, Finance
and Trade. The report was dclivered on October 26, 1959,
under the title “Raise Higher the Red Banner of the Party's
General Line, ‘Strive for the Continued Leap Forward in
Socialist Construction.” Subheads are ours.— Ed.

E are now in a new, sleadily developing upsurge of

the mass movement to increase production and prac-
tise economy, of production and construction. This
upsurge unfolded after the Eighth Plenary Session of the
Eighth Central Committee of the Communist Party issued
a call to oppose right deviation, go all out and develop
a mass movement to increase production and practise econ-
omy. This movement has spread very rapidly and is
extremely extensive and deep-going. Output in many
enterprises has been increasing daily, in every ten-day
period in a month, and, lastly, every month. In many
enterprises all the workshops and practically all the pro-
duction groups have overfulfilled the state plans, achiev-
ing overall distinguished records. According to incomplete
statistics from 17 provinces and autonomous regions and
13 cities, more than 230.000 young workers and employces
and more than 7,600 outstanding groups fulfilled their
1959 targets and started their 1960 work by the middle of
October.

In this movement we have wilnessed an all-round,
simultaneous leap forward in production. Many en-
terprises not only achieved high output but good qualily;
they saved materials and manpower, raised labour pro-
ductivity, lowered costs and ensured safety in production.
This movement is also closely linked with technical in-
novation and revolution. In August and September alone,
the major industrial cities of Peking, Shanghai, Tientsin,
Shenyang, Harbin, Wuhan, Chungking, Taiyvuan and Sian
advanced several million proposals for technical innova-
tion, part of which have been put into practice and the
rest are being experimented with and studied. With the
progress of the movement, communist co-ordination be-
tween enterprises or departments has been greatly strength-
ened, socialist labour emulation has developed further and
many lively forms of emulation were created by the
masses.

As to the management in enterprises, further im-
plementation of the systems whereby the director assumes
full charge under the collective leadership of the enter-
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prise’s Communist Party commillee, of having cadres take
part in labour and workers take part in management, of
reforming irrational regulations and systems and of
achieving close co-ordination among the leading cadres,
the workers and the technical personnel in the enterprise,
has made the organizational work associated with pro-
duction more meticulous and enabled the timely solution
of problems.

Special mention should be made of the higher level of
communist spirit displayed by the broad masses of work-
ers and employces in the movement: they undertake work
irrespective of whether it is light or heavy, difficult or
casy, and go wherever there is heavy work to be done
or dilficulties to be faced; there is close co-ordination
and mutual help, and consideration is given first of all
to the collective and to individuals next; they do not
avoid the hardship involved in work and remuncration
is not much of a consideration. This is the true character
of the Chinese working class,

Brilliant Records

With the advance of the mass movement Lo increase
production and practise economy, industry, communica-
tions and transport, capital construction all registered
production increases day by day and month by month.
Thus the possibility of overfulfilling this year’s plan
emerged.

Industry. By the end of September, output of 21
major industrial products including pig iron, steel, elec-
tricity, crude oil, synthetic rubber, mining equipment,
power-generaling equipment, engines, metal-culting
machine tools, freight wagons, tractors and grain com-
bine-harvesters, surpassed the totals for 1958, a year of
big leap forward. In the first half of Octlober, the daily
average output of steel reached 47,600 tons and that
of coal exceeded 1.1 million tons. It is estimated that
all the industrial production targets will be overfulfilled.

Communications and transport. In the first nine
months of this year, the volume of freight carried by the
railways reached 383 million tons; the daily average of
freight carried in the first half of October reached
1,620,000 tons. It is estimated that this year's target to
increase the volume of railway freight transport by 36
per cent may be overfullilled. The planned increases
in the volume of freight carried by motor vehicles and
steamships this year will also be overfulfilled. Thanks to
the development of the mass movement, the volume of
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short-distance transport will also show enor-
mous increases this year.

Capital construction. From January to
September, investments reached 17,380 million
yuan: 244 above-norm construction projects,*
wholly or partially completed, were put into
operation. It is estimated that this year’s
capital construclion plan, as envisaged in the
state budget, with an investment of 24,800
million yuan, may be fulfilled. About 600
above-norm construction projects will be com-
pleted or partially completed by the end of
this year.

Commerce. A new and aclive home
market has appeared and more and more com-
modities are on sale. The supply of a few
commodities, insufficient supply of which was
once felt in the past, has greally improved.
Both the purchase and markeling of merchan-
dise are thriving. Stocks of goods have been
further replenished and the market is flour-
ishing from day to day. This is the basic
situation in commerce. It can be affirmed that
this year's supply of commodities generally
conforms to the purchasing power of socicty; the supply
of commodities is ensured for the booming commercial
scason alter the autumn,

Finance and bhanking.  As a resull of the overful-
[ilment of production plans, this year’s state revenue will
overfulfil the plan and bank deposits and loans will also
show bi:s increascs.

Though we suffered natural calamities this year that
affected more than 500 million mu of farmland, nearly
one-third of the total, a bumper harvest is expected as a
result of the consolidation of the people's communes and
the further manifestation of their superiority. According
lo preliminary estimates, this year’s grain output will
exceed that of 1958 by about 10 per cent, and cotlon
output by more than 10 per cent. With increased output
in grain and cotton and enormous progress in agriculture,
forestry, animal husbandry, side-occupation and fishery,
it can be affirmed that the total value of agricultural out-
pul this year will exceed 1958 by more than 10 per cent.

Success of the General Line

What is the upshot of the situation described above?
It proves that our country’s national cconomy this year has
conlinued the leap forward on the basis of last year's big
leap forward. This enables people to see more and more
clearly that the Communist Party’s general line of going
all out, aiming high and achieving greater, faster, better
and more economical results in building socialism, and its
whole set of policies known as “walking on two legs,” have
enabled us to carry a leap forward not only in particular
departments, but in the entire national economy; a leap
forward not only in a single year, but a continuous leap
forward. Now it can be fully affirmed that as long as we

* The norm of investment in capital construction for heavy
industry ranges from 5 million to 10 million yuan and that
for light industry from 3 million to 5 million yuan. — Ed.
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Building a factory

Lithograph by Hsla Tung-kuany

continue to carry out the Party’s general line and the set
of policies known as “walking on two legs” and develop
further the superiority of the people’s communes, we will
be able to bring about the continued forward leap of the
national economy in the coming years. The great victories
of the rectification campaign and the struggle to oppose
bourgeois rightists, in which the whole people participated
in 1957, led to a vigorous and lively political situation in
which there are both centralism and democracy, both
discipline and [reedom, both unity of will and personal
case of mind. The big leap forward in 1958 and the
continued leap forward in 1959 have brought about an
economic situation of all-round leap forward in our
country in which both industry and agriculture have de-
veloped greatly, in which economic construction under both
the Central and local authorities has developed greatly, in
which both high-speed and proportionate development are
cffected. This is the most fundamental thing in the pres-
ent economic situation.

The reason why the Party’s gencral line for building
socialism has succeeded in displaying such tremendous
strength is that it has not merely solved these particular
problems but also the most common and essential question
in China’s socialist construction, i.e., the question of bring-
ing the initiative and creativeness of the masses of people
into full play. From the Marxist-Leninist point of view,
it is the masses of people, and the masses of people alone,
who are the makers of history. Now that we want to
build socialism and wage war against nature, we must go
on, and in a better way, relying on the great strength of
the more than 650 million people and bringing it into play,
and mobilize all the positive factors. As a result of the
decisive victories of the socialist revolution that we have
won on Lthe economic (so far as the ownership of means
of production is concerned), political and ideological fronts,
the masses of people have thoroughly emancipated them-
selves and thus acquired a tremendous initiative exceeding
anything known in the past. The Party’s general line for
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building socialism and the set of policies known as “walk-
ing on two legs” are precisely the line and policies that
can speed up socialist construction by bringing into play
the initiative of the more than 650 million people in our
country most effectively and to the fullest possible extent.

When we say that the national economy in our country
is continuing to leap forward, this does not mean that we
no longer have to make strenuous efforts. To change
completely the face of our country, which is poor and
backward, and to build our country into a great socialist
state with modern industry, modern agriculture, modern
science and culture, the working class, peasants and revolu-
lionary intellectuals are now confronted with more and
more tremendous tasks in economic and cultural construc-
tion. While proposing to fulfil this year the main targets
originally set for 1962 under the Second Five-Year Plan
ahead of time, the Eighth Plenary Session of the Eighth
Central Committee of the Party also called on the whole
nation to strive to catch up with Britain in the output of
major industrial products in about ten years' time, and to
strive to fulfil far ahead of time the targets set forth in
the National Programme for Agricultural Development.
To realize this glorious and tremendous task we must strive
to continue the leap forward in our national economy in
the coming years, first of all, in 1960. This means that in
1960 we still have to develop our industry, agriculture,
communications and transport and other economic under-
takings as well as cultural undertakings at leap-forward
speed.

Perspective for 1960

Is it possible for our national cconomy to continue
to leap forward in 19607 The answer is yes. Besides the
numerous [avourable conditions and factors in existence,
the slogan to oppose right deviation and go all out put
forward by the Eighth Plenary Session of the Eighth
Central Committee of the Party, and the vigorous mass
movement to increase production and practise economy
launched under this slogan, have provided favourable
political and idecological conditions as well as favourable
material and technical conditions. After this struggle
against right deviation, the broad masses of cadres and
people have realized more profoundly that the Party’s
general line for building socialism and the set of policies
known as “walking on two legs,” the principle of placing
politics in command and pursuing the mass line are the
result of the integratien of the universal truth of Marxism-
Leninism and the concrete practice in China, and are en-
tirely correct. They, therefore, have stronger confidence
in carrying oul the general line and the policies associated
with it. Through their practice in 1958 and 1959, the
broad masses of cadres and people have accumulated a
great deal of experience in the high-speed development of
socialist construction. During this struggle against right
deviation, the face of the right opportunists is exposed,
the sentiments, thinking and activities tending in a rightist
direction are criticized and repudiated, and thus we over-
whelm all mistaken and foul tendencies. This, as a result,
has greatly fostered the proper spirit and evoked the
political enthusiasm and initiative in production of the
broad masses of cadres and people.

It is precisely thanks to the revolutionary drive sum-
moned by the cadres and masses that all the existing en-
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terprises have [urther tapped their potentialities in pro-
duction and that many newly built enterprises have gone
into produclion ahead of time; that the productive capacity
of our industrial and transport enterprises in the fourth
quarter of the year will be much greater than in the [irst
quarter. The movement of technical innovation and
revolution in various spheres is forging ahcad. Our peo-
ple’'s communes have been greatly consolidated following
the check-up and are now on the road of sound develop-
ment; they will play an increasingly important part in
developing production.

Ensuring Agriculture’s Leap

In furthering the continued leap forward of the na-
tional economy, we must first ensure the leap forward in
agriculturc.  Agriculture is of the utmost imporlance in
our national cconomy, a point that has been proved in-
creasingly and repeatedly by the lacts. In On Coalition
Government, written on the eve of the victory of the
War of Resistance to Japanese Aggression, Comrade Mao
Tse-tung, the great leader of the Chinese people, pointed
out: “The peasants —the mainstay of the market for
China’s industry. Only the peasants can supply the lar-
gest amount of foodstuffs and raw materials and consume
the largest amount of manufactured goods.” After the
liberation of the country and the economic rchabilitation
and construction work of the First Five-Year Plan, it has
been further proved that agriculture is the foundation and
the fundamental condition for the development of industry
and the national economy as a whole.

In the spring of 1957, in his speech “On the Correct
Handling of Contradictions Among the People,” Comrade
Mao Tse-tung put forth the famous principle that industry
must be developed simultaneously with the development
of agriculture. *“As China is a great agricultural country,”
he said, “with over 20 per cent of its population in the
villages, its industry and agriculture must be developed
simultancously. Only then will industry have raw ma-
terials and a market, and only so will it be possible to
accumulate fairly large funds for the building up of a
powerful heavy industry.” Simultaneous development of
industry and agriculture: this is an important feature of
the Party’s general line for building socialism.

We lay emphasis on ensuring the continued leap
forward in agriculture in the first place, because with
a leap forward in agriculture there can be a leap forward
in the national economy as a whole. Agricultural de-
velopment not only directly promotes the development of
light industry but also promotes the development of heavy
industry, communications and transport, and other eco-
nomic undertakings, as well as the development of science
and culture. Morcover, the rapid advance in agriculture
can also better ensure that the national economy will not
only grow at high speed but also proportionately.

Heavy industry, light industry and agriculturc are the
most fundamental branches of material production, the
proportion between the two major departments — the
department producing means of production and that pro-
ducing means of consumption — is fundamentally resolved
once a proper proportion is maintained among these
three branches. By solving satisfactorily the proportion
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In a shipbuilding yard

between the two major departmenis, we will be able to
bring about harmonious relations between national con-
struction and the livelihood of the people, thus ensuring,
on the one hand, a steady rise in the living standards of
the people and, on the other hand, the operation of
expanded socialist reproduction at high speed.

China's agriculture has been highly collectivized
since the establishment of the people’s communes. But
the degree of its mechanization is still very low and very
little chemical fertilizer is used. To ensure the leap for-
ward in agriculture, we must energetically push forward
the technical transformation of agriculture; gradually
realize agricultural mechanization, extend water con-
servancy works throughout the farmlands, bring about
“chemicalization” (extensive use of chemical fertilizer and
other farm chemicals) and electrification of agriculture.
This means that tools for manual labour and animal-
drawn tools must be replaced. step by step, by machines,
human and animal power by mechanical and electric
power, while making great efforts to increase the output
ol machine-made fertilizer. We must. in the light of the
different conditions in different places, strive in a planned
way to shift China’s agriculture fundamentally [rom
its present backward technical basis to a modern tech-
nical basis mn about ten vears’ time. We must double
and redouble agricultural output by greally raising labour
productivitly in agriculture and at the same time greally
reducing the manpower absorbed by agriculture.

On the basis of overall and rapid development of
agriculture, we must in 1960 energetically develop light
industrial production so as to provide the people with
still more daily necessities. It must be borne in mind
that with the development ol industrial and agricultural
production and the improvement in the people’s livelihood,
the broad masses of people will ask for more daily neccs-
sities, so we will have to do our best to make light in-
dustry answer these demands. The development of light
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Painting in oil by Hsu Hsing-chih

industrial production depends, first of
all, on the supply of a large variety of
raw malerials from agriculture. At
the same time, the sources of raw
materials from heavy industry and
other flields must also be expanded,
and the proportion of raw materials
from these sources must be raised
gradually.

Industry Supports Agriculture

It will be an increasingly impor-
tant task of the industrial departments
to render aid to agricultural construe-
tion and to stimulate the growth of
agricultural production. Thanks to the
First Five-Year Plan and the large-
scale constructions in 1958 and 1959,
industry is now greatly strengthened
and is in a better position to offer help
to agriculture. In the days to come
we should supply the countryside with
cven more products of light industry
and ever-increasing quantities of ma-
chines, fertilizers and other agricul-
tural chemicals. fuel, electric power, and building
materials to help speed up technieal transformation in
agriculture. As we have said before, in promoting
the growth of agriculture industry will in turn expand
greatly, thus further consolidating the worker-peasant
alliance. The decisive victory in the socialist rev-
olution has consolidated the political alliance be-
tween the working class and the peasantry as never
before, while the great victory in socialist construction
has greatly strengthened their economic alliance. One
of the most important tasks in further consolidating and
developing this alliance in the future is to make available,
in increasing quantities, the material and technical facili-
ties for the technical transformation in agriculture so that
there will be a continued leap forward in agricultural pro-
duction, thus helping to improve the livelihood of the peas-
ants greatly.

To render agricultural construction powerful support
and meet the needs of the various sections of the national
economy, the industrial front, guided by the policy of
overall leap forward with steel as the key lever, should
in 1960 tap fully the potentialities of the enterprises in
heavy industry and carry out appropriate new construc-
tion in heavy industry. In this way, a continued leap
forward in heavy industry can be maintained. We must
see 1o it that the growth of the iron and steel, coal, elec-
tric power and machine-building industries keep pace
with the progress of the national economy, particularly
with technical transformation in agriculture. At the
same time, we should actively and energetically strength-
en the industrial departments such as non-ferrous metals,
chemicals, petroleum and timber, so that heavy industry
can achieve an overall and more co-ordinated develop-
ment.

Industrial and agricultural production cannot leap
forward without the co-ordination of the departments of
lransport, communications, commerce, finance and bank-
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ing. All these fields should continue to leap forward in
1960,

I want to emphasize here that as long as we carry
out the policies for the development of the national econ-
omy which we mentioned earlier, combine the prior
devclopment of heavy industry with the speedy develop-
ment of agriculture, correctly handle the set of relations
between agriculture, light and heavy industry and gradu-
ally eliminate the weak links in heavy industry, we can
not only ensure a continued leap forward in the national
economy in 1960 but also create the preconditions for
ceven better forward leaps in the years to come. It is
now definite that the rate of growth of the national
economy during the Second Five-Year Plan will greatly
surpass that of the First Five-Year Plan.

Whatever the work they are engaged in, workers and
employees on all [ronts should at all times strive for
the overall fulfilment of their tasks, in line with “greater,
faster, better and more economical results.” The allega-
tions of the right opportunists that we have accomplished
“greater and faster” results only by throwing aside “bet-
ter and more economical” results is without any basis in
fact. The majority of our enterprises, workers and em-
ployees have achieved “greater and faster” as well as
“better and more economical” results. It took the Peking
No. 1 Construction Company only a little more than ten
months to complete the Great Hall of the People with its
total floor space exceeding 170,000 square metres, with
the help of more than thirty construction enterprises.
This huge and majestic building, as we can all see, is an
embodiment of the spirit of our big leap forward and
the principle of “greater, faster, better and more eco-
nomical results.”

Steady Rise in OQutput

Both in production and capital construction, we should
sce to it that output rises evenly, that it rises by the
quarter, by the month and particularly by the ten-day
periods, so that each new period registers a higher rec-
ord than the previous one. During the months of Au-
gust, September and October, most of the enterprises
succeeded in raising their production in the ten-day

Peking Railway Station

periods, and in each month. The production of pig iron,
steel and rolled steel in the Anshan Iron and Steel Works,
for example, has been rising in this way since the begin-
ning of August.

To make continued advance in production and con-
struction, it is necessary to push the movement for
technical innovation and revolution to new heights con-
stantly. In the high tide of this year’s campaign to in-
crease production and practise economy, there were mil-
lions of concrete examples of technical innovation and
technical revolution on the economic front. This is to be
greatly treasured. The fact that hundreds of thousands
of technical innovators have come forward during this
period should. of course, be valued even more. As long
as we continue to emancipate the mind, use our heads,
and make a great effort to masler science and technology,
we will certainly be able to create even more miracles.

The emulation drive “to learn from the advanced,
compete with the advanced, catch up with the advanced
ancd help the backward” should be organized in all en-
terprises of industry, communications and transport,
capital construction, commerce, finance and banking. Re-
solving the contradictions between the advanced and the
backward and making the production level of our entire
society on a par with that of its few advanced members
by means of such broad emulation drives is an impor-
tant method for our socialist society to increase its pro-
duction.

The prospects are extremely bright and we are fully
confident of future victories. Under the leadership of the
Chinese Communist Party and our great leader Comrade
Mao Tse-tung, let us all, outstanding workers and all other
workers and employees and people throughout the country,
raise still higher the red banner of our general line for
socialist construction, march along the victorious road
opened up in 1958 and exert our best efforts to win new
victories for this year’s leap forward in the national econ-
omy, to make a continued leap [orward in 1960 and
the years to come, to catch up Britain in the output of
the main industrial products in about ten years, and to
turn China speedily into a great socialist country with
modern industry, modern agriculture and modern science
and culture!

The New Gateway to the Capital

by OUR CORRESPONDENT

EKING'S new railway station, the largest ever built

in China. is a milestone in the development of China’s

transport facilities. An cye-pleasing addition to the new

contours of the capital, it solves the problems created

by the fact that rapidly growing Peking had outgrown its
old facilities.

Chien Men Station, which was built in 1906, handled
46 trains a day in 1948. The daily rate is now 108 and
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the new station can manage this comfortably. In the
not distant future. when three more platforms are added.
it will be able to handle 200,000 passengers a day and
200 pairs of incoming and outgoing trains — 400 trains
daily.

The new station is eight times as big as the old one.
It covers an area of 80,000 square metres. The main
building has a central dome flanked by two clock towers
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iron, here the passengers
literally walk from a
spacious hall of paintings,
potted flowers and com-
fortable chairs, right into
the trains.

Then there is the grand
dining hall which can
serve 700 at a time with
a choice of Chinese and
Western style cooking.
On the mezzanine, be-
tween the second and
third floors, there are a
cinema for 300 specta-
tors, a library, a recrea-

\ bird's-eye view of Peking's new station tion room and a televi-

43 metres high and two lower towers at the ends of the
east and west wings. The up-tilted, yellow, glazed-tile
roofs ol the towers, the continuous designs of green and
yvellow glazed tiles on the eaves and topmost part of the
walls. and the modern structure of the building create a
harmonious combination of Chinese motifs with modern
architecture.

In front of the main building is an immense square
big enough for a rally of 50,000 pcople. Ordinarily it
is used as a parking ground. In the rear rises the elevated
bridge with entrances leading to the six platforms of the
station now in operation.

The central hall, the heart of the main building, is
tastefully done in marble. The marble-faced walls of
dark green on the ground floor. the 3.5-metre-high marble
dadoes in rosy sunset colours on the balconies on all four
sides, the numerous marble service counters and the marble
balustrades all fall into complete unity with the magnif-
went dark red pillars reaching from the floor to the
vaulted, bluish-white ceiling. The hall is as tall as
a ten-storeyed building with a total floor space of 5,100
square metres, including the space of the surrounding
balconies.

Everywhere in the station, the socialist principle of
calering to the needs and comforts of passengers is evident.
The beautifully decorated waiting rooms, 18 in all, big
enough to hold 14,000 passengers simultaneously, have a
greatl diversity in tone colours with attractive oil paintings,
traditional Chinese paintings, and soft leather sofa chairs.
No effort has been spared in the search for measures to
lighten the stress and strain of long journeys and to help
create the feeling of ease and relaxation coupled with
aesthetic satisfaction.

This idea is even better expressed in the three wait-
ing rooms specially arranged for children and mothers
complete with cribs, cradles, toys, light music and sound-
proof sections partitioned off for sleeping children.

Even more impressive is the transformation of the
elevated passenger f[oot-bridge into the biggest waiting
room of the station with entrances leading to the plat-
forms. Instead of the usual, stark-looking bridge of black
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sion room.

The new station is equipped with the most up-to-date
facilities. There is a central control for switches and
signals operated by push buttons to ensure efficiency and
safcty and to marshal trains by short wave. It has
nine tele-information sets conveniently located at the
main entrance, the dining hall and the waiting rooms
to answer passengers’ enquiries, and four escalators
which handle 24,000 persons an hour.

Like the Great Hall of the People and other big
buildings we introduced in our earlier issues, the Peking
Railway Stalion was also built in the record time of ten
months from designing to completion — another example
of the big leap in socialist construction.

The central hall in Peking's new station



PAINTING

Peking's Art

Peking artists are now holding an ex-
hibition of their work in the eastern hall
alop the Wu Men (north of the Tien An
Men). The more than 460 objets d'art
on show — traditional Chinese paintings,
oil paintings, woodcuts, cartoons, sculp-
tures and handicraft articles —are “gifts”
from 100 ariists in the capital to
the tenth anniversary of the People’s Re-
public. Some of them are by veterans
and professionals, others by young artists
and students; quite a number of them
by folk artists and worker, peasant and
soldier amateur artists. Most are recent
works, many inspired by the great leap
forward of industry and agriculture last
year. At the Liuchia Gorge Construc-
tion Site, a traditional painting by Lin
Kuan-ming, Building the Ming Tombs
Reservoir, an oil painting by Ai Chung-
hsin, and Building in Progress on the
Tien An Men Square, a woodcut by
Hsiao Lin, are typical of many works
reflecting socialist construction on a big,
panoramic scale.

The treatment of industrial themes
shows a progressive change. Some years
ago when artists first began to take their
easels into industrial works, there was
usually something a bit theatrical in
their conceptions of industry. Nowadays
they are much more at home in this
environment. A large study in oils of
workers in a forging shop is by Mao
Feng-tch, a student of the Central In-
stitute of Fine Arts in Peking, who was
himself an industrial worker before he
joined the Institute. Chang Ta-kuo
brings classical water-colour techniques
to the subject of steel-making with a
group of veteran workers and youngsters
working together. These are only two
of several paintings which reflect the
mass campaign for more iron and steel
last year.

The use of traditional techniques for
modern themes is a problem that is
nowadays in the forefront
of all showings of contem-
porary Chinese-style water-
colour painting. Each suc-
cessful approach is eagerly
welcomed. Shao Yu's Pro-
duction Conference Beneath
the Trees is definitely an
this search. Its
is original: the
massive tree trunks
frame and support the group
of peasants conferring in
their shade. Shao Yu has
been doing a great deal of
sketching in the people’s
communes and this painting
has the simplicity and au-
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Production Conference Bencath the Trees
A painting in Chinese ink and colours by Shao Yu

thority that comes from real knowledge
of a subject. Li Ko-jan, another well-

known artist, who has been working
deeply on this problem for many
years is represented by two paint-

ings: one is his now famous buffalo-boy
playing a pipe in the trees while his buf-
falo drowses below with a beatific smile
on its face. The other is one of his
landscapes. Huang Chou, whose works
have been growing steadily in popularity,
exhibits a large scroll, Happy Return,
drawn in Chinese ink and colours. It
shows a group of Uighur commune
members returning home with their rich
harvest in high good humour. Some are
riding in a cart, some are on donkeys
and some on foot. Huang Chou’s horses
and donkeys are painted with his usual
skill and spirit. They to be in-
fected with their masters’” joy as they
canter along.

seem

‘There are several other paintings of
life in the communes which say what
they have to say simply and atlractively.
One of them, Ma Chen-sheng's oil paint-
ing Singing a Song for Their Mummies,
shows a group of kiddies from a com-

A painting in Chinese in

mune singing to their mothers as they
rest in a cabbage field. It verges per-
haps on the cute, but the warm humour
with which it is painted, particularly
the faces of the children and mothers,
charms. The lightness of the painting
dces not flog the little theme, and it re-
flects better perhaps than some more
laboured efforts the human happiness
that the communes have created for the
peasants of China.

Landscapes, still life and genre pieces,
industrial and farm themes—the oil
paintings show a considerable range of
theme and greater variety of
formal approach than has been seen at
previous exhibitions of oils. Chinese oil
painting is still in its early youth. Tt is
advancing with its eyes
open searchingly in the spirit of the call
to let a hundred flowers bloom.

also a

good to see it

A welcome sign at the exhibition is
the number of works by promising artists
of the younger generation, many of them
students of the Central Institute of Fine
Arts. Crossing the Yangtse River shows
the promise in the work of Li Hsiu-shih,

one of these young artists. This is a

am! colours by Huang Chou

Peking Review



vouthfully gay depiction of the time
when Chairman Mao Tse-tung and
several other swimmers crossed that
river. The artist has set his painting in

the light of a late summer's day when
the sky and the waters glitter with silvery
white. Chairman Mao stands on the
edge of a swimming float. looking
serenely ahead of him. Several young
swimmers are standing near, ready to
cross the turbulent river with him. In
the background a train is crossing the
famous Yangtse River Bridge. Further
beyond are the misty contours of indus-
trial Wuchang. It is a happy painting
that is a popular success.

Landscapes as well as paintings of
traditional flowers and birds by such
well-known artists as Hu Pei-heng, Wu
Ching-ting, Tung Hsi-wen and others in-
troduce most of the leading veteran paint-
ers of Peking. In addition there are
some ivory and jade carvings by Peking's
craftsmen, other handicraft articles and
lively little figures in paste and clay by
folk artists that are little gems of their
kind.

—WANG LEH
The Storm
A moving. well-knit story, dramatic

use of colour, an authenticity of charac-
terization and scene that evokes involun-
tary exclamations of remembrance from
the older members of the audience. make
Storm one of the best films of the vear.

Storm is based on the real evenis of
the Peking-Hankow Railway strike of
1922-23. 1t was part of a general strike
which, at the very start of the Chinese
working-class movement. lasted thirteen
months and electrified the country. Tt
led to 100 other strikes in which 300.000
workers took part. The film’s heroes are
the real protagonists of the strike: Lin
Hsiang-chien, a railway worker leader.
who was brutally executed. and Shih
Yang, a revolutionary intellectual who
selflessly threw himself into the work-
ers’ struggle.

Storm’s opening shots pitch one back
into the squalor of life in those times in
a mud-hut slum in Chiangan (near Han-
kow) inhabited by Peking-Hankow Rail-
way workers. The railway and its
profits belong to the foreign imperialists
and their Chinese compradors. Wu Pei-fu.,
the warlord, is their highly-paid police-
man and executioner. The workers live
under the constant threat of the rifle.
unemployment and starvation. The storm
brews in the hovels. The Chinese Com-
munist Party, formed in 1921. brings
organized leadership to the inchoate
strivings of the workers for decent living
conditions, work and human rights. It
helps the railwaymen organize their first
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trade union and guides them in a strike

for its recognition and their rights which
culminates in great mass strikes and
demonstrations in Hankow. Shanghai,
Canton, Peking. Storm chronicles these
developments in this first chapter of the
Chinese workers’ revolutionary struggle.
The reactionaries were still powerful.
They gathered and hurled their troops
against the unarmed workers in the
massacre of February 7, 1923. It is the
merit of Storm that that tragedy is seen
by the audience for what it was: not an
ending but the beginning of a struggle
that went on to final victory twenty-six
years later.

The film has been adapted from the
successful play staged by the China
Youth Art Theatre last year. Its pro-
ducers have boldly recast it in cinematic
lerms tfo expand and deepen the treat-
ment of events. The mass scenes take
on dimensions of actuality impossible on
a stage; the characters are presented in
bolder relief. Chin Shan, who also
directs the film, plays the role of Shih
Yang, the workers' lawyer, with great
artistry. He creates an incisive portrait
of this revolutionary intellectual of the
period whose energy and selflessness
won him the workers’ affection and
comradeship and the murderous hatred
of the reactionaries. In acting the part
of Shih Yang, Chin Shan uses certain
clements of the traditional Chinese
school of acting. The slightly stylized
form of movement is skilfully and dis-
cerningly used. If gives a certain monu-
mmentality to the poriraval of this man:
it is an element that makes this portrayal
peculiarly effective to a Chinese audience
though. on the other hand, it makes it
necessary to preserve a certain element
of theatricality in the film treatment of
the subject as a whole.

Li Hsiang of the Peking People's Ari
Theatre acts the role of Lin Hsiang-chien.
the workers' leader. With great natural-
ness he creates a figure of a Communist

who is alert, yet calm, determined and
unflinching in a struggle whose dangers
he fully realizes. He is convincingly
presented as a man who has sunk his
personal interests in wholehearted devo-
tion to the revolutionary cause. In the
climactic scene where he is tied to a
stake and offered the choice of death or
of calling on the workers to go back to
work, it is clear that even the thought
of surrender doesn't occur to him. He
furns on his enemies to expose them.
alert the workers' vigilance, and
strengthen their determination. He dies,
as he lived, defiant.

As played by Chang Ping, the third
main character in the film Sun Yu-liang
also takes on heroic proportions. Brave,
but at times too rash, Sun is the type
of man whose gorge rises at the sight
of injustice. Given determined leader-
ship, he too throws himself heart and
soul into the struggle for working-class
rights. When he takes the oath on join-
ing the Communist Party he puts it into
his own words: “I am all vours. . . . T'll
do what the Party says and follow it
wherever it goes. T'll give evervthing I
have for the working class! I'll give my
all for the cause of communism!” He
dies a hero's death in the battle where
the workers with their bare hands fight
the troops of warlord Wu Pei-fu, forced
in desperation to expose his hand and
discard his pose of a benevolent despot.

Gorky likened the pionecers of the pro-
letarian revolution to sea-gulls in a storm
defying the blast and lightning of reac-
tion. This is the connotation of the title.
Storm  enjoyed an  immediate  success
when it was produced as a play during
the great leap forward last vear. In ils
screen version, it has some minor de-
fects — the police chief, for instance,
sometimes seems caricatured almost to
the point of farce. But there is no
doubt it will take a permanent place as
one of the outstanding films of People's
China’s first decade. — LI YUNG

A scene from “Storm”
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