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A Happy 1960

13 HEN the door opens, you see happy things™ is the rough

English translation of a popular Chinese New Year saying.
Welcoming 1960, the Chinese people have more “happy things”
before them than ever. Reports of record output and new achicve-
ments keep pouring in steadily from the factories, mines, peo-
ple’s communes and every field of endeavour.

The Chinese people extended the big leap of the national
economy in 1959. The call of the Chinese Communist Party to ful-
fil the major targets of the Second Five-Year Plan (1958-62) three
years ahead of time —five years in two— has been realized.
The target for the nation’s industrial output has been topped.
Both the goal of 12 million tons of steel and the coal target of
335 million tons have been overfulfilled. In agriculture, too,
planned output has been greatly surpassed despite the worst
natural calamities in decades. Thanks to the power of the
people’s communes, the peasants exceeded the record big leap
crop of 1958. This has meant bigger income for the people.
Prosperity reigns.

The new gains of the Chinese people nail the lies of the
imperialists and their stooges who have been cooking up a slander
campaign against People’s China belittling the big leap and
smearing the people’s communes. In the face of China’s solid
realities the miserable imperialist propagandists can only make
fools of themselves as they beat their gums in impotent fury.

1960 opens a new decade. The past decade has been the
greatest in Chinese history. In 1949, after a century of struggle,
the Chinese people, led by the Chinese Communist Party, estab-
lished their own Republic. In the three ensuing years they
succeeded in restoring their war-torn economy. In 1953 the
nation embarked on planned economic construction and as a
result tremendous changes have been effected in this land of
650 million. In the past two years, the Chinese people brought
about a continuous big leap of their national economy by imple-
menting the general line for building socialism put forward by
Chairman Mao Tse-tung and the Communist Party.

Growing prosperity is characteristic of the entire socialist
camp headed by the Soviet Union. Great economic advances
have been achieved by all the socialist countries in the 50s.
The average per capita industrial and agricultural level of the
socialist camp surpassed that of the capitalist world. 1959 wit-
nessed still greater progress in all of the socialist countries. Still
brighter prospects are ahead for the young socialist world in
the coming decade and worse days are in store for the capitalist
world. The East wind prevails over the West wind increasingly.

The Chinese people look forward to another great year.
Guided by the Party's general line and armed with the rich
experiences garnered during the big leap forward of 1958 and
1959, they are sure they will go on leaping forward in 1960.
They are set to continue the high-speed development of the na-
tional economy throughout the next decade. They feel confident
that in the 60s they will catch up with and surpass Britain in
the output of major industrial products, fundamentally establish
a comprehensive industrial system, and essentially realize the plan
to build China into a great, strong socialist country with modern
industry, modern agriculture, and modern science and culture.
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ROUND THE WEEK

A Grand Year Rung Out

The chimes of the huge marble clock
atop the new Peking railway station at
midnight, December 31, rang out the
old year and ushered in the new.
China’s 650 million people bade farewell
to 1959 with satisfaction and justified
pride in the achievements of the year in
all phases of the nation’s life, and hap-
pily greeted 1960 all set for still greater
viclories.

Peking  celebrated the New Year
happily and festively. All the parks,
workers’ clubs, cultural palaces and

centres in the city and the suburbs ar-
ranged special programmes, with profes-
sional and amateur troupes presenting
plays, concerts, puppet shows and
acrobatic performances to entertain the
capital during the New Year holidays.

The Peking Workers® Club in the
southwestern, part of the city was gaily
decorated with huge Chinese lanterns and
red buntings. More than a thousand of
the city's outstanding workers gathered
there to celebrate the New Year and
enjoy one of the best modern operas of
the season, The Red Guards of Lake
Hunghu, presented by the visiting Ex-
perimental Opera Theatre from Hupeh
Province. The picturesque Cultural
Palace of Nalionalities, with its roof
of green glazed tiles, was a scene
of bubbling laughter and merriment.
Dressed in their colourful national cos-
tumes, the minority peoples in the capital
had a most joyous New Year's Eve get-
together, chatting about their new life
today and enjoying their own songs and
dances.

Television and broadcasting stations
presented special programmes of concerts
and theatrical performances, while the
cinemas and theatres gave extra shows
to satisfy the holiday audiences. Theat-
rical troupes from Tientsin, Chengchow
and Wuhan graced Peking's stages with
their excellent performances of local
operas. Just before the end of the year,
China’s first ballet company, the Experi-
mental Ballet Troupe of the Peking
School of Dancing, was formally in-
augurated. To celebrate the New Year,
the troupe performed three full-length
ballets, Swan Lake, The Corsair and
Maid of the Sea, to the great delight of
of the capital’s ballet lovers.

The people in the suburbs and en-
virons of Peking also enjoyed a gala New
Year. Most theatrical companies in
the city sent teams to perform at the
factories and mines, people's communes,
schools and army units on the outskirts.
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The Central Philharmonic Symphony
Orchestra and the Central Conservatory
of Music also sent their best musicians
to the Shihchingshan iron and steel plant
and other enterprises to perform for the
workers there.

A gay atmosphere prevailed in all
parts of the couniry. In remote Lhasa,
the Tibetans celebrated their first New
Year since the rebirth of Tibet. The
beggars and unemployed who used to
roam the cily before the quelling of the
rebellion were nowhere to be seen. With
the help of the Government, they have
either found work in the city or settled
down in the neighbouring villages. The
streets of Lhasa were crowded during
the New Year with people buying the
things they needed from the well-stocked
shops. This was their first truly happy

New Year. Unable to contain their joy,
many Tibetans wrote scrolls on red
papers and pasted them on their doors.
A typical one read:

Freemen now, we'll always remember
the Communist Party,
And for ever follow Chairman Mao.

Non-Stop Big Leap—In Industry

As Chinese workers ushered in the
New Year, they had good reason to be
proud: they had overfulfilled, by a wide
margin, the 1959 industrial plan which
called for a rise of 25.6 per cent over the
tremendous leap in 1958 during which in-
dustrial output value shot up 66 per cent.
The industrial big leap continues non-
stop.

Reports of plan fulfilment, as we noted
last week, began to pour in from the
provinces, municipalities and autonomous
regions weeks before the year’s end.
Virtually all the provinces fulfilled their
annual industrial production goals at

least 10 days ahead of schedule and some
even 40 days ahead of time. The 1959
targets for scores of major industrial
products were reached from a dozen to
more than thirty days ahead of time. The
goal of fulfilling the major targels of the
Second Five-Year Plan in two years has
been achieved.

What's more, the continued big leap
forward in 1959 was sustained, with out-
put rising steadily month by month, week
by week and day by day, breaking the
usual pattern of a trough at the beginning
of each month or quarter and a peak by
the end.

The rate of growthhr was impressive.
And fulfilment of the plan was nol
limited to output value; it was all-round
—including qualily, lowerced costs, assort-
ment, etc. Take Shanghai, China’s biggest
industrial city, for example. It fulfilled
its 1959 industrial production plan on
December 10, 21 days ahead of schedule.
Tremendous increases were registered in
the output of most of the major products
—ranging from 50 per cent to more than
200 per cent. Steel-making attained such
a level that during the last quarter of
1959, the cily turned out more steel in
a single day than it did in the entire
peak pre-liberation year of 1948.

All the important products showed a
marked improvement in quality. In
March 1959, 93.8 per cent of the steel
made by converters was up to standard.
This proportion rose to 96.2 per cent by
October. By early December, 100 per cent
of the cotton yarn made by 42 out of
44 cotton mills in the city was up to
standard.

During the first 11 months of 1959
Shanghai successfully trial-manufactured
19,312 new products —an important in-
dication of the rise in the technical level.
More than half are now in regular pro-
duction. They include huge power genera-
tors and transformers, powerful elec-
tronic microscopes and colour motion
picture films.

The achievements in the arcas where
little industry existed before were just
as impressive. The small enterprises that
mushroomed in 1958 and 1959 played an
extremely important role. Three-quarters
of the pig iron produced in Hunan Prov-
ince in 1959 came from small enterprises
that developed on the basis of indigenous-
slyle furnaces. About half of the coal
mined in the province came from small
pits, and small coking plants accounted
for virtually all the coke used in the
province for iron-smelting. And this is
typical of the pattern of development in
many other places, loo.

And in Agriculture Too

The people’s communes demonstrated
their great vitality in their first year of
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ecxistence.  In the face of severe and
pro'anged natural calamities that af-
fected more than one-third of the coun-
try’s cultivated land, the nation's com-
mune members boosted gross agricultural
output value by far more than the 10
per cent called for by the 1959 plan.

Information available as we go to
press shows that many places have
already attained the grain vield targets
set for 1967 in the National Programme
for Agricultural Development — 400 jin,
500 jin and 800 jin per mu for different
regions of the country. In Chekiang, 40
out of 53 counties and suburban areas
of municipalities in the province sur-
passed the 800 jin per mu mark in 1959.
The number of counties and suburban
areas of municipalities in other provinces
that have reached or surpassed the 1967
targets are as follows: Hopei —22;
Anhwei—20; Kiangsi—17; Kiangsu—I17;
Liaoning —8.

As in industry, the increase in agricul-
tural production was all-round — embrac-
ing lood crops, cotton and other industrial
crops, livestock breeding, forestry, fishery
and farm side lines.

Rural China is now engaged in the
“five winter tasks"” — cultivation, building
of water conservancy works, soil amel-
ioration, the accumulation of fertilizers,
and fie'd management for the winter
crops. By the end of 1959, about 70 mil-
lion people were working on more than
1.5 million water conservancy projects.
They had already finished 11.600 million
cubic metres of earth and stone work.
The work proceeded rapidly and was of
high quality. Large, medium-sized and
small projects were closely integrated.
Some of the new projects under construc-
tion are already functioning with good
results.

Pig raising is claiming great attention
—and ecach pig is also a small living
organic fertilizer plant. The number of
pigs raised increased steadily. In Sep-
tember, it was 11 per cent more than in
June., The increases in October and
November were 54 per cent and 9 per
cent respectively. Incomplete figures for
21 provinces, municipalities and auton-
omous regions show that the goal of one
porker per mu of land has already been
realized by four counties, 82 people’s
communes and more than 5000 produc-
tion brigades. In many places, the num-
ber of pigs more than doubled in 1959.

Han River Dam

The course of the Han River, a large
tributary of the mighty Yangtse, was
barred on December 26 by a new coffer-
dam which is part of the Tankiangkou
multi-purpose water conservancy and
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clectric power project and the river now
flows through holes in the concrete dam.
The event marked the beginning of a new
stage in the key project to control the
1,530-kilometre Han River and make
comprehensive use of its water resources.

The scene of the project is in Hupeh
Province, near the confluence of the Han
and Tankiang Rivers. The work started
in September 1958 and since then 100,000
builders have done quite a lot although
much more remains to be done before
the project is finished. They have moved
more than 9.2 million cubic metres of
earth, sand and rock and poured more
than 410,000 cubic metres of concrete.
They are now racing against time to
meet another target — ensuring that the
projeet will hold 2,600 million cubic
metres of water and thus lessen the flood
threat by next June.

Li Hsien-nien, member of the Political
Bureau of the Chinese Communist Party
and Vice-Premier of the State Council,

attended the opening ceremony. The
completion of the first phase of con-
struction of the Tankiangkou project and
the cofferdam, the Vice-Premier pointed
out, is a victory of the Communist Party’'s
general line for building socialism and
the series of policies known as “walking
on two legs.”

By starting with indigenous methods
of building and then incorporating
modern methods, this big water conserv-
ancy project offers further proof of the
correctness of the policy of simultaneously
employing indigenous and modern
methods. Drawing upon traditional ex-
perience, the workers successfully built
the cofferdam with earth, sand and rock.
Tankiangkou has the honour of being the
first huge project to use this method.

The annual flow of the Han River is
1.5 times that of the Yellow River. Its
middle and lower recaches flooded 11
times in the 18 years preceding libera-
tion. The completion of the new project,

however, will end the flood menace in
this region.

The Tankiangkou Reservoir will have
a storage capacity of 28,300 million cubic
metres, will irrigate some 12 million mu
of farmland and turn out 4,570 million
kwh. of electricity a year. Ships up to
1.000 tons will be able to sail up to the
reservoir from Wuhan on the Yangtse.

Harkingers of Autematien

Twenty-five automated production lines
were recently installed in Harbin, North-
east China's rising machine-building cen-
tre. They are trail blazers of the techni-
cal revolution in China’s modern enter-
prises.

At the Harbin Measuring Insiruments
and Cutting Tools Works, one of the key
projects built with Soviet help and com-
missioned in 1955, the taps used to be
processed by a sequence of 15 individual
automatic or semi-automatic machines.
These machines were tended by 16 work-
ers and occupied a total production space
of 150 square metres. With the help of
a research institute under the First
Ministry of Machine Building, the work-
ers and stalf of the plant reduced the

number of machines to 10, modified
them, linked them with an automatic
conveyor and converted them into an

automated production line. The whole
line now occupies a production space of
100 square metres, is tended by only
three workers, and output has shot up
more than eightfold.

A number of other plants have scored
similar achievements. To spur and pop-
ularize this promising and significant
beginning, the Heilungkiang Provincial
Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party called an on-the-spot conference
in November 1959. Now Harbin already
has 25 automated production lines and
80 or so more are being prepared.

Automated lines are also coming up
elsewhere, as the mass campaign for
technical innovations and the technical
revolution gather momentum and the
enterprises work in closer co-operation
with the institutions of scientific re-
search. At the Dairen Machine Tool
Works, an automated line for the pro-
cessing of gears was recently put into
operation successfully. The Loyang Ball-
Bearing Plant has just commissioned two
new automated production lines.

As the workers and staff
in modern

members
plants pay more and more
attention to automation, those in plants
with less up-to-date equipment are work-
ing towards mechanization and the auto-
mation of individual machines, laying
the foundations for the setting up of
automated production lines.
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RENMIN RIBAO

Looking Forward to the Sixties

Following is the full text of the editorial published in
“Renmin Ribao” on January 1, 1960.— Ed.

195 the last year of the fifties of the 20th cen-

9 tury, is gone; 1960, the first year of the

sixties, has begun. Ten years are only a flash in the his-

tory of mankind, yet both China and the world have under-

gone great and profound changes in the past decade and

the coming ten years hold the promise of limitless brilliance
and hopes.

The People’s Republic of China had just celebrated
the 10th anniversary of its founding. During these ten
years, by relying on the people’s democratic dictatorship
with the Chinese Communist Party as its leading core,
China accomplished the unification of the whole country
with the exception of Taiwan and democratic reform
throughout the land (democratic reform is now being
carried out successfully in Tibet). Following this, on the
basis of the complete victory in democratic reform, China
accomplished the socialist transformation of agriculture,
handicrafts and capitalist industry and commerce and suc-
cessfully carried through the socialist revolution on the
ideological and political fronts. The Chinese people took
three years to achieve the rehabilitation of their national
economy disrupted by long years of war. Then, beginning
in 1953, they carried on seven years of economic construc-
tion in a planned way. All this brought about a radical
change in China’s social and political appearance, a change
unprecedented in thousands of years. Although China is
still relatively backward in the economic and cultural
fields. the situation is incomparably better compared with
that before liberation.

The victory of China’s revolution and construction is
one of the greatest world victories of the socialist camp
headed by the Soviet Union; it is one of the greatest vie-
tories of Marxism-Leninism in history. China in its so-
cialist cause strictly adheres to the universal truth of
Marxism-Leninism in all basic principles, loyally carrying
forward and developing the glorious cause of the October
Revolution. At the same time, it carries the historical
characteristics of its own nation and land in many con-
crete measures and forms. This is both inevitable and
natural. The Declaration of the meeting of representa-
tives of the Communist and Workers’ Parties held in
Moscow says: “Marxism-Leninism calls for a creative ap-
plication of the general principles of the socialist revolu-
tion and socialist construction depending on the concrete
historical conditions of each country, and rejects mechani-
cal imitation of the policies and tactics of the Communist
Parties of other countries. Lenin repeatedly called atten-
tion to the necessity of correctly applying the basic prin-
ciples of communism, in keeping with the specific features
of the nation. of the national state concerned. Disregard
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of national peculiarities by the proletarian party inevi-
tably leads to its divorce from reality, from the masses and
is bound to prejudice the cause of socialism.” It is in-
conceivable that the application of Marxism-Leninism to
the revolution and construction in such a big country as
China which contains one-fourth of the world’s popula-
tion should not have its own specific characteristiecs. Dur-
ing the early stage of the past decade, the Chinese Com-
munists and people throughout the country first of all de-
voted their efforts to carrying out democratic reform and
socialist transformation on a nationwide scale according
to conditions in China. Only when these two tasks had
been successfully accomplished did they centre their at-
tention on the new task of developing socialist construc-
tion under the conditions prevailing in China. It was
in connection with this task that the Party and the people,
under the leadership of Comrade Mao Tse-tung, and in
the light of the experience of the recent past, found three
precious things, namely: the general line for building
socialism, the big leap forward tempo of development and
the organizational form of the people’s commune.

HE Party’s general line for building socialism, the set

of policies of “walking on two legs” centring on this
general line, the big leap forward in the national economy
arising from it and the people’s communes which emerged
in consonance with the requirements created by the big
leap forward — all these are new things in the under-
takings of the Chinese people and new things are bound
to cause scepticism among some people. Are they after all
correct and effective? Do they after all receive the sup-
port of the mass of the people? If the experience of 1958
did not relieve some people of their doubts, then the
experience of 1959 furnished these questions with further
affirmative replies. The call made by the Eighth Ple-
nary Session of the Eighth Central Committee of the Chi-
nese Communist Party for the fulfilment three years ahead
of schedule of the major targets of the Second Five-Year
Plan has already been successfully answered. It will not
be long before the facts of the fulfilment and overfulfil-
ment of planned targets throughout the country are pub-
lished. According to preliminary statistics, the total out-
put value of industry in 1959 far surpassed the state plan.
Steel output came to over 13 million tons, an increase of
over 5 million tons or over 60 per cent above that of 1958.
There was an increase in variety and an improvement in
quality of industrial products in both heavy and light
industry, and costs have been reduced. Small industrial
enterprises and industries run by counties and people's
communes have entered the stage of consolidation and
development and are playing an important part in the
national economy. As regards agricultural production,
even after overcoming the worst natural calamities of
the last few decades, as far as the whole country is con-
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cerned, a bigger bumper harvest than in 1958 was gathered
and the total output value of agriculture markedly sur-
passed the state plan. Organizationally, the people’s
communes throughout the country have become steadily
more sound; their superiority is manifesting itself ever
more clearly and their prestige among the peasants is
waxing higher every day. The income of the people has
increased and supplies of commodities on the market have
also increased correspondingly. Cultural and educational
undertakings for the people have also developed rapidly.
In a word, a happy, thriving atmosphere fills both the
cities and countryside throughout the land. But accord-
ing to the U.S. propaganda machine, 1959 was China’s
“bleakest,” “poorest” year. If this is what they call the
“bleakest” and “poorest,” then it might be a good idea to
let some of the countries which depend on “American aid”
to maintain their rule get some of this “bleakness” and
“poverty”! But the pity is that even il the imperialists
wanted to, it is absolutely impossible for them to do so.

HE whole of China throbs with life thanks to the def-

initely confirmed triumph of the general line, the big
leap forward and the people’s communes. The 650 million
liberated people who constitute a great productive force
are speeding full steam ahead: their destination, path and
methods are all completely clear. It could not be otherwise.
China is too backward economically and culturally. The
imperialists have been constantly threatening us and are
even occupying our territory. In the meantime, the back-
ward relations of production and superstructure that kept
our people from advancing have been overthrown; the
slumbering people have awakened. We are a people who
have taken our destiny into our own hands; who are united
and organized; who have been educated in Marxism-
Leninism and in the communist spirit and who have eman-
cipated our minds and are daring in thought, speech and
action. Such a people, inspired by the general line of
going all out, aiming high and getting greater, faster, bet-
ter and more economical results in building socialism.
and having mastered the experience of the continuous
big leap forward in 1958 and 1959, are filled with con-
fidence and determination not only to undertake a con-
tinued and better leap forward in 1960 but to make a
continuous leap forward throughout the whole decade of
the sixties. The targets the Chinese people are striving
for in this new decade are: to catch up with or surpass
Britain in the output of major industrial items, estab-
lish in the main a comprehensive industrial system, realize
in the main the modernization of industry, agriculture and
science and culture, so as to build China into a great, strong
socialist state. Of course, even by that time, China's per
capita output of industry and agriculture will still be very
low, still be very backward compared with Britain. It
takes an even longer time to completely eradicate such
backwardness. Precisely because of this, the Chinese peo-
ple must persist in the general line, the big leap forward
and the people’s commune so as to get rid of that back-
wardness as soon as possible.

The socialist cause of the Chinese people forms part
of the entire cause of the socialist camp headed by the great
Soviet Union; it is advancing with the generous aid of the
Soviet Union and other socialist countries. The Chinese
people are enthusiastically following the progress of so-
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cialism and the building of communism in the Soviet
Union and other fraternal countries and incessantly draw-
ing fresh encouragement and inspiration from their great
victories. Between 1950 and 1958, the industrial output of
the countries of the socialist camp increased roughly 2.6
times while that of the capitalist countries rose by only
37 per cent. In 1958, the gross industrial output of the
countries of the socialist camp already made up about
40 per cent of the world total and in agriculture, their
grain and cotton output accounted for 43 per cent and
38 per cent respectively of the world total. In other words,
the average per capita industrial and agricultural level of
the socialist world already exceeded that of the capitalist
world. 1959 marked a year of continued advance by leaps
and bounds for the socialist countries. The 21st Con-
gress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union in
January-February 1959 announced that the Soviet Union
had entered the period of extensive building of com-
munist society. It adopted the control figures for the un-
precedentedly grand Seven-Year Plan (1959-65) for the
development of the national economy. They provide for
overtaking the most developed -capitalist countries in
Europe in per capita industrial output and surpassing the
present level of the United States in the absolute output of
certain most important items within seven years. Now
people throughout the Soviet Union are successfully striv-
ing for the fulfilment and overfulfilment of this grand
plan ahead of time. Advanced Soviet science and tech-
nology scored particularly great success in 1959. Three
space rockets were successfully launched. For the first
time in history the mystery of the unseen side of the
moon was revealed. Poland, Czechoslovakia, the German
Democratic Republic, the Korean Democratic People’s Re-
public and other socialist countries are also striving en-
ergetically to catch up with and surpass, in the economic
field, the most developed capitalist countries in Europe
and Asia. Vigorous campaigns of technical innovations
and emulation have been launched in all countries of the
socialist camp. The fastest rate of development a few
capitalist countries have attained still lags behind that of
the socialist countries. Therefore it can be confidently
predicted that, economically, in the coming decade, the so-
cialist world will surely be overwhelmingly superior to the
capitalist world.

IN contrast to the socialist world, dismal prospects face

the capitalist world as it looks ahead to the decade
of the sixties. The past decade was one of stagnation,
turmoil and disintegration for the capitalist world. Since
the end of World War II, countries with a total popula-
tion of around 1,400 million, including China, have gained
independence. The number of people still living directly
under the imperialist colonial yoke has dwindled to around
160 million. The struggle to win and defend national
independence has continued uninterruptedly and embraced
Asia, Africa, Latin America and even part of Europe. The
imperialist attempts to maintain the original colonial sys-
tem have failed; their attempts to carry out new aggres-
sion against other nations have encountered ever greater
resistance. The internal struggle among the imperialist
countries has grown ever more acute. In the meantime,
the workers’ movement, peasants’ movement and the strug-
gle of the other labouring people for democracy, freedom
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and the right to a decent life has made fresh progress in
various countries. The international situation has become
increasingly disadvantageous to imperialism, primarily to
U.S. imperialism. The famous statement made by Comrade
Mao Tse-tung in 1957 that “the East wind prevails over
the West wind” could not be denied even by many spokes-
men of the Western bourgeoisie. The late U.S. Secretary of
State John Foster Dulles said in a speech made in Novem-
ber 1958, “Truly, we live in a veritable whirlwind of
change.” The U.S. political commentator Walter Lippmann
wrote that the amazing pace of progress in the Soviet
Union “portends...a growing Russia...not only in mili-
tary power, but in political and economic influence. ... Not
only have we fallen behind, but as things are known we
shall continue to fall behind.” In another article he wrote:
“The greatest powers with which we have to concern
ourselves . . . are in Eastern Europe and in Asia,” and
“the Atlantic community is no longer the political centre
of the world.” This being the case in the past decade,
then in the coming decade of the sixties when the so-
cialist world will become still stronger and gain still greater
ascendancy, to what magic can the Western bourgeoisie
have recourse to avoid their doom?

American imperialism has for a long time counted on
new wars. Direct U.S. military spending in the 1960
fiscal year is still maintained at some 41,000 million
dollars. The United States now has more than a million
men of its armed forces stationed in over seventy coun-
tries and regions. It has 250 overseas military bases and
is stepping up the establishment of guided missile bases
in various places at home and in Europe, North Africa,
the Middle East and the Far East. But the law of his-
torical development has never been and cannot be altered
by war. In view of the present balance of world forces,
it is even more obvious that American imperialism is just
day-dreaming in trying to save capitalism by war from
its decline and doom. As everybody knows, the West
does not even have the military advantage now, nor will
it have that advantage in the future. The socialist coun-
tries are firmly opposed to war. They stand for the
relaxation of international tension, universal disarmament
and peaceful coexistence and peaceful competition among
nations of different social systems. But the socialist
countries will never knuckle under to the war threats of
imperialism. Should the imperialists impose war on the
socialist countries, then the inevitable consequence can
only be the total destruction of imperialism.

HIS striking change in the balance of world forces has

created unprecedentedly favourable conditions for
the people of various countries in their struggle for peace.
The socialist camp is the decisive force in the world for
safeguarding peace. Its unprecedentedly great strength
and the victory of its firm and unswerving foreign policy
for peace have greatly inspired the forces of peace and
dealt a powerful blow against the forces of war. In the
past year, the socialist countries headed by the Soviet
Union have made a series of important efforts for the
relaxation of tension. In particular, the visit to the
United States by Comrade Khrushchov, Chairman of the
Council of Ministers of the U.S.S.R., and the Soviet
proposal for general, complete disarmament have been
warmly acclaimed by the peoples throughout the world.
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Confronted by the powerful tide for peace, the United
States has agreed to a summit conference and expressed
the hope that the ice of the “cold war” would thaw. All
this, of course, is to be welcomed. The people all over
the world demand that the words of the U.S. Government
about peace be translated into deeds. However, the peo-
ple must be keenly vigilant because the U.S. authorities,
while making some gestures for relaxation of the situa-
tion, are stepping up the development of guided missile
weapons and feverishly strengthening their military blocs,
trying by every means to restore their military advantage.
Even U.S. President Eisenhower himself, during his
recent visit abroad, time and again advocated the rein-
forcing of military blocs. He insisted on the long-term
occupation of West Berlin at the summit conference of the
four Western powers and on New Year's Eve announced
that the United States was free to resume nuclear tests.
The Chinese people, like those of other countries, consider
that all this belies the wish for peace professed by
the U.S. Government and that it must be opposed and
curbed. At any rate, if the U.S. Government fails to adopt
practical measures in the interests of peace and actively
continues its arms expansion and war preparations, it
cannot hope, by paying some lip service to peace, to hood-
wink the peoples who are fighting for peace. The struggle
for peace is the greatest struggle with which the vast
majority of mankind is now most vitally concerned. In
the course of this struggle, the peoples of the various
countries will keep on exposing the tricks of the enemies
of peace. They will compel the forces of war and the
forces of aggression to retreat until a reliable guarantee
for peace is achieved. From their own experience, the
peoples have come to understand that strengthening the
unity of the socialist countries headed by the Soviet Union,
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the unity of the international working class, the unity
between the socialist forces and the national independence
movements and the unity of all peace-loving peoples is
the most important guarantee for victory in this struggle.

Marxists are not crystal-gazers. They cannot foretell
whether the imperialists will choose this or that road in
the next ten years. But one thing is very clear: although
the specific course of the movement of history may still
have some zigzags, the sixties will never be a time when
the imperialists can do as they wish, and this period will
be a time of successive victories for the forces of peace,
the oppressed peoples and socialism. Comrade Mao Tse-
tung said: “The socialist system will replace the capi-
talist system in the end. This is an objective law in-
dependent of human will. No matter how hard the re-
actionaires try to prevent the wheel of history from
advancing, revolution will take place sooner or later and
will surely triumph.” Isn’t the time long overdue for
the gentlemen intoxicated with the policy of aggression
and the policy of war to come to their senses?

The bedraggled shameless imperialists and reaction-
aries of various countries who are nearing the end of their
span imagine that they could find a life-saving panacea
in their fantastic attempt to split the unity of the socialist
countries and the unity between the socialist countries
and the Asian and African countries supporting peace and
neutrality. One of the spearheads of their splitting tactics
is now directed against China. They have clamoured that
China, which is growing stronger, will become a “threat”
to neighbouring countries. But this trash cannot deceive
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anyone who makes a conscientious study of the truth.
Socialist People’s China under the leadership of the pro-
letariat is a country that is loyal to the stand of interna-
tionalism, the anti-imperialist cause and the Five Prin-
ciples of Peaceful Coexistence. Its development cannot,
should not and must not be a “threat” to anyone. On
the contrary, it must undertake mutual assistance and
co-operation with other friendly countries and the people
of all nations in construction, to say nothing of the com-
mon struggle for peace and against aggression. The
fraternal unity between China and the Soviet Union and
the other socialist countries is of vital interest to the peo-
ples of the socialist countries and the peoples throughout
the world. It is for ever unbreakable. The imperialists
and the reactionaries of various countries dream that some
day they would be able to destroy this unity: that dream
can never be realized. The friendship between China and
its friendly neighbouring countries in Asia and the peo-
ples of those neighbouring countries which have not yet
established diplomatic relations with China, is also the
vital concern of the peoples of China and the other coun-
tries concerned. Those who deliberately scheme to spoil
this friendship can never gain the support of the people.
Therefore. the next decade will see not only the constant
consolidation and development of the unity among the
socialist countries, but also the continuous growth of
friendship among all peace-loving countries and peoples
in Asia as a result of the efforts made by the peoples of
the Asian countries. This is beyond the least shadow
of a doubt.

Greeting the New Leap Forward in 1960

by LI FU-CHUN

The following article is translated from “Hongqi” (Red
Flag), No. 1, 1960, the fortnightly journal of the Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Communist Party.— Ed.

N response to the call of the Eighth Plenary Session of
the Eighth Central Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party to fight against right deviation and to work still
more energetically, and thanks to the great efforts made
by the whole population, the 1959 national economic plan
has been overfulfilled. According to a preliminary
statistical survey, in industry, the main targets for 1959
put forward by the Eighth Plenary Session of the Party’s
Eighth Central Committee and approved by the Standing
Committee of the National People’s Congress have all
been overfulfilled. The total value of industrial output
has greatly exceeded the target of a 25.6 per cent increase
over 1958 put forward by the Eighth Plenary Session.
The planned target of 12 million tons of steel has been
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overfulfilled — output exceeded 13 million tons; the
planned target of 335 million tons of coal has also been
surpassed considerably. Although China’s agriculture in
1959 suffered from the most serious natural calamities of
the past few decades and the farmlands affected exceeded
600 million mu, i.e., more than one-third of the land under
cultivation, we still succeeded in scoring outstanding
achievements on the agricultural front and the total value
of agricultural output is far greater than the planned
target. Capital construction in 1959 also fulfilled the
planned amount of total investment. Thus, on the heels
of the big leap forward in 1958, we have brought about
a continued big leap forward in our national economy in
1959.

The big leap forward in 1959 was still an all-round
leap forward and a more satisfactory one at that. So-
cialist construction has progressed tremendously in every
field and locality. In industry, the variety of products
was much greater, quality was raised considerably and
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costs were greatly lowered. Take the small, modern blast
furnaces, as an example. In October 1959, the coefficient
of utilization of equipment rose to a daily output of about
0.9 ton of pig iron per cubic metre of available furnace
volume; about 80 per cent of the pig iron produced was
up to standard and the cost was 40 per cent lower than
in the last quarter of 1958. In agriculture, there has been
an integrated, all-round development in farming, forestry
animal husbandry, side-occupations and fishery; grains,
cotton, oil-bearing crops, bast fibre crops, tea, tobacco,
sugar-bearing crops, silk, fruits, vegetables, medicinal
herbs, miscellaneous farm produce —the production of
all these crops, without exception, has increased con-
siderably. On the basis of this all-round and more satis-
factory development of industrial and agricultural produc-
tion, communications and transport have grown at a speed
higher than other branches of the economy and there is
a new and prosperous state of affairs in the market.

FTER the continued big leap forward in 1959, the leap

forward state of our national economy — developing
at high speed and proportionately — which first appeared
in 1958, has been completely established.

As a result of the continuous big leap forward in 1958
and 1959, we were able to fulfil in two years’ time the
main targets originally envisaged in the Second Five-Year
Plan. The proposal for the Second Five-Year Plan for
the development of the national economy adopted by the
First Session of the Eighth National Congress of the Chi-
nese Communist Party in September 1956 provided that
the total value of industrial output in 1962 would be about
100 per cent higher than 1957, and that the total value
of agricultural output would grow by about 35 per cent.
It also provided that by 1962 steel output would reach
10,500,000 to 12,000,000 tons; coal, 190 million to 210
million tons; electric power, 40,000 million to 43,000
million kwh.; machine tools, 60,000 to 65,000 units; cotton
yarn, 8 million to 9 million bales; grains, around 500,000
million jin; cotton, around 48 million dan. These major
targets cited above were all fulfilled or overfulfilled in
1959. We are thus able to raise greatly the targets origi-
nally envisaged in the Second Five-Year Plan during the
next three years and to devote more efforts to strength-
ening certain weak links in our national economy so as
to enable socialist construction in our country to continue
to develop at high speed and proportionately.

Thanks to the successful fulfilment of the First Five-
Year Plan (1953-57), China already established the pre-
liminary foundation for the socialist industrialization of
the country; now this preliminary foundation has been
further strengthened as a result of the big leap forward
that took place continuously in 1958 and 1959. During
the continuous big leap forward of the past two years, the
output of practically all the products of heavy industry
more than doubled. With the exception of Tibet, the
various provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions
have all built up their own iron and steel industry, en-
gineering industry, other heavy industries and light in-
dustries. A nationwide, integrated industrial system
centring on iron and steel and the engineering indus-
tries, composed of small, medium-sized and large enter-
prises, with a comparatively reasonable geographical dis-
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tribution, is quickly shaping up; the uneven economic
development in various regions is being gradually
changed. In 1958, China produced 80 per cent of the steel
products, machinery and equipment she needed; in 1959,
this percentage was further increased. Inspired by the
slogan of technical revolution, all the enterprises have
raised their technical levels and expanded the ranks of
their technicians. We are now able to design and build
modern enterprises on our own involving rather com-
plicated techniques. At the same time, the people’s com-
munes have already become the basic organizations in
China’s vast countryside, they are the best organizational
form for mobilizing China’s more than 500 million peas-
ants to take an active part in socialist construction and
for combining political affairs with economic affairs. They
have opened the broadest road for the rapid development
of agriculture as well as industry and other economic and
cultural activities in the countryside. After the check-up
and growth during the past year, the superiority of the
people’s commune has become more and more obvious.

When we announced our Second Five-Year Plan in
1956 and when we readjusted the year’s targets in the
summer of 1959, the imperialists spread lies and all sorts
of propaganda against us, hoping to mislead the people
of all countries. But the development of history has
shattered their lies and propaganda.

In two years we have done things we once thought
it would take us five years to do. This fact has proved
conclusively that the Party's general line of going all out,
aiming high and achieving greater, faster, better and more
economical results in building socialism and a series of
related policies constitute a line integrating the universal
truth of Marxism-Leninism with the concrete practice of
China’s construction and are in full conformity with the
objective laws of the Chinese economy. Thanks to our
great practice in the past two years, we have accumulated
rich experiences in our continuous and great victories and
have also learnt valuable lessons from certain temporary,
individual and local difficulties and twists and turns. It
is common knowledge that any new and great cause will
inevitably meet certain difficulties and twists and turns
in the course of its development and that it can invariably
overcome these difficulties and make advance steadily.
Experiences from various fields during the big leap for-
ward have armed our masses of cadres and the nation as
a whole. With these experiences, we are able to under-
stand the Party’s general line profoundly and implement
it more consciously, and thus also to display still greater
initiative and creativeness in socialist construction. Given
the above-mentioned material and technical conditions
created by the continuous big leap forward, given the
political and ideological conditions resulting from the
popularity of the Party’s general line, there is no doubt
but that we will be able to leap forward continuously and
advance uninterruptedly.

I

N his speech On the Correct Handling of Contradic-
tions Among the People, Comrade Mao Tse-tung said:
“We have a farm population of over 500 million, so the
situation of our peasants has a very important bearing
on the development of our economy and the consolidation
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of our state power.” He also said: “In discussing our
path to industrialization, I am here concerned principally
with the relationship between the growth of heavy indus-
try, light industry and agriculture. Heavy industry is the
core of China's cconomic construction. This must be
affirmed. But, at the same time, full attention must be
paid to the development of agriculture and light indus-
try.” The most outsianding achievement gained in the
continuous big leap forward over the past two years is that
our Party, under the leadership of Comrade Mao Tse-tung,
has formulated a general line correctly solving the rela-
tionship between the growth of heavy industry, light in-
dustry and agriculture, and that our Party has found a
path of realizing socialist industrialization in our country,
a path which has been proven perfectly correct in the test
of practice. .

HE questions of the peasants and of agriculture are of

prime importance in the periods of both democratic
revolution and socialist revolution in our country. Our
experience in socialist construction over a number of
years, especially during the past two years, has more than
once proved that as our agriculture develops, all our eco-
nomic work can be managed more smoothly. Not only
light industry, but heavy industry too will be managed
much more smoothly. Accelerating agricultural develop-
ment is the central link for the high-speed and propor-
tionate development of the socialist economy in our coun-
try.

Comrade Mao Tse-tung has for many years explained
the extremely significant part played by agriculture in
the development of the national economy. In his report
On Coalition Government delivered in 1945, he said:

“The peasanis—the source of China’s industrial
workers. In future, tens of millions of peasants will go
to the cities, to factories. In order to build up powerful
industries of her own and a large number of modernized
big cities, China will have to undergo a continuous pro-
cess of transforming the rural inhabitants into urban in-
habitants.

“The peasants —the mainstay of the market for
China’s industry. Only the peasants can supply the
largest amount of foodstuffs and raw materials and con-
sume the largest amount of manufactured goods.”

After the liberation of the whole country, when the
industry of our country recovered and developed prosper-
ously, Comrade Mao Tse-tung immediately pointed out
that the growth of agricultural production must meet the
needs of secialist industrialization. He led the revolu-
tionary movement of the peasant masses for co-operation
throughout the country. Later, in his speech about the
“Ten Sets of Relationships,” Comrade Mao Tse-tung
pointed out that the correct handling of the relationship
between agriculture and industry is a question of primary
importance for achieving greater, faster, better and more
economical results in the development of the national
economy. Afterwards Comrade Mao Tse-tung again gen-
eralized this idea as that “industry and agriculture must

*Mao Tse-tung, On the Correct Handling of Contradic-
tions Among the People, Foreign Languages Press, Peking,
1959. pp. 33, 67.—Tr.
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be developed simultancously,” and that “heavy industry
must take agriculture as an important market.” This
thinking, as we all know, has been included in the main
points of the Party’s general line for building socialism
as a major policy.

Guided by this policy, the total value of industrial
output in 1958 rose by 66 per cent as compared with 1957,
the total value of agricultural output increased by 25 per
cent, the rate of increase of the former being 2.5 times
that of agriculture; in 1958 the total value of the output
of heavy industry rose by 103 per cent while that of light
industry went up by 34 per cent, the rate of increase of
the former being 3 times that of light industry. Com-
pared with 1958, the total value of industrial and agricul-
tural output, of heavy induslry and light industry con-
tinued to make enormous increases in 1959; but the rate
of increase of the total value of agricultural production
was about one-half that of industrial output, the difference
in the rates of increase of light and heavy industry was
also greatly reduced. Thus, in the simultaneous leap for-
ward in agriculture, light industry and heavy industry,
the proportion between industry and agriculture became
more harmonious and so did the proportion between heavy
and light industry.

The more harmonious proportions between agricul-
ture, light and heavy industry are beneficial to the con-
tinued leap forward of the national economy as well as
the further consolidation of the worker-peasant alliance.
The worker-peasant alliance in our country is led by the
working class and has consolidated and developed steadily
through the democratic and socialist revolutions. After
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the liberation of the whole country, the worker-peasant
alliance in our country went through two stages. In the
first stage, it was established on the basis of carrying out
land reform thoroughly. In the second stage, it was
established on the basis of socialist ownership through
the organization of agricultural co-operatives and the peo-
ple’s communes. The worker-peasant alliance in our
country 1s now entering its third stage and should be
established on a new basis, i.e., while continuing to develop
socialist ownership, gradually carry out the technical
transformation and modernization of agriculture. Be-
cause of the nationwide organization of people’s com-
munes and the rapid growth in production, public ac-
cumulation needed by our agriculture for expanded
reproduction are increasing tremendously; the expanding
scale of production and the adoption of more diversified
economies in agriculture also create favourable conditions
for the technical transformation of agriculture. At the
same lime, because of the continuous big leap in heavy
industry, the output of iron and steel and machines needed
for the technical transformation of agriculture surpassed
past production by a very wide margin; the universal
growth of local industry, particularly the industry run by
the counties and the people’s communes, can play a
grealer and greater role in the technical transformation
of agriculture. In these circumstances, the worker-peasant
alliance can be gradually elevated to a new stage, the
stage of agricultural modernization.

« OME comrades are of the opinion that the rapid

development of agriculture does not conform with the
policy of giving priority to heavy industry. This, of
course, is erroneous. The rapid development of agricul-
ture will not hamper but, on the contrary, enormously
stimulate the growth of heavy industry. Comrade Mao
Tse-tung has said:

“Everyone knows that light industry is closely related
to agriculture. Without agriculture there can be no light
industry. But it is not so clearly understood that agricul-
ture provides heavy industry with an important market.
This fact, however, will be more readily appreciated as
the gradual progress of technological improvement and
modernization of agriculture calls for more and more
machinery, fertilizers, water conservancy and electric
power projects and transport facilities for the farms, as
well as fuel and building materials for the rural con-
sumers.”*

Our agriculture, in which more than 500 million people
take part, is the broadest domestic market, unmatched
by any country in the world, for heavy industry as well
as light industry. With the rapid growth of agricultural
production and steady progress in the technical trans-
formation of agriculture, agriculture will demand huge
amounts of agricultural means of production from heavy
industry each year. Taking into consideration long-run
needs, our country needs millions of tractors, millions of
lorries, tens of millions of tons of chemical fertilizers,
large quantities of electric power, [uel, building materials
and other agricultural machinery as well as huge amounts

*Mao Tse-tung, ibid., pp. 67-68. — Tr.
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of modernized means of communication and transport.
To meet these needs, our heavy industry cannot only rise
several-fold, but must increase more than ten times or
dozens of times. After heavy industry has provided agri-
culture with such large quantities of agricultural means
of production, the diversified economy of farming, forest-
ry, animal husbandry, side-occupations and fishery can
then be developed enormously; the total amount of agri-
cultural production in our country will be able to increase
several-fold and more than tenfold; agricultural labour
productivity will be able to rise tens of times, 100 times
and even more than 100 times; agriculture will be able to
supply farm products, animal products, forest products
and other industrial raw materials in great abundance
and supply a labour force of 100 million or even more
than 100 million to industry and other undertakings.

Thus, giving priority to heavy industry and the rapid
growth of agriculture are interdependent, are closely inte-
grated and promote one another. In this way we can
achieve the high-speed development of agriculture, light in-
dustry and heavy industry as well as the national economy
as a whole. A few reactionary bourgeois scholars
in our country have always maintained that agriculture
is a negative factor in our national economy and that the
more than 500 million peasants are a heavy burden to
our cause of socialist construction. Moreover, they hold
that the greater the progress of socialist industrialization
and technical transformation of agriculture, the greater
will be the quantity of idle labour power which the state
will not be able to place. Though the actual facts of the
past few years refute this old tune, they still continue to
spread their poison among the people. What are the
underlying reasons for this? Because they are blinded by
their rotten, bourgeois concepts and egoism, and so they
cannot see or refuse to see the big role played by agricul-
ture in the socialist construction of our country and the
great strength displayed by the more than 500 million
peasants in the socialist construction of our country.
Viewing socialism in the bourgeois way, they are not at
all able 1o see the superiority of the socialist system and
the great role played by our vast population in creating
the great cause of New China.
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HE tasks for developing the national economy in 1960,

generally speaking, are: better to implement the Party’s
general line of going all out, aiming high and achieving
greater, faster, better and more economical results in
building socialism; better to implement the Party’s basic
policy of developing industry and agriculture simultane-
ously, and to strive for a continued leap forward of the
national economy on the basis of the continuous big leap
forward in 1958 and 1959. According to Chairman Mao
Tse-tung’s instructions, to carry out these tasks, our
arrangements for the 1960 national economic plan should
further affirm agriculture as the foundation., should bet-
ter handle the relationships between agriculture, light
industry and heavy industry, in accordance with the prin-
ciple of combining priority for heavy industry with the
rapid development of agriculture, and should also strength-
en the transport. power and extractive industries, which
are weak branches of our industry, systematically and in a
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Remaking the Face of the Land

planned way so as to create the conditions for an even
better, all-round leap forward in the years to come.

HE policy of further affirming agriculture as the

foundation poses an outstanding new problem for our
planning work as a whole. The new content of the
national economic plan for 1960 requires that this policy
be conscientiously implemented to promote the growth
of the various branches of the national economy.

In 1960, while further consolidating the people’s com-
munes, we should actively and step by step push forward
the technical transformation of agriculture and raise agri-
cultural labour productivity. To this end, the state will
greatly increase the supply of agricultural means of
production — machines, iron and steel and chemical fer-
tilizers needed by agriculture. At the same time, cam-
paigns to build water conservancy works integrating large,
medium-sized and small projects should be launched in
all localities. In China today, building water conservancy
works is the most important condition for increasing agri-
cultural production. In 1959 we suffered serious drought
and floods. If there had not been large-scale mass cam-
paigns to build water conservancy works launched on the
basis of farm co-operation and the switch to the people’s
communes, which greatly increased the irrigated area and
enhanced the capabilities for preventing drought and
water-logging, it would have been impossible to imagine
that 1959 would witness the wonderful feat of agriculture
which not only suffered no reduction in production but
was able to continue its big leap forward. In 1960, we
should continue to do this work well on the basis of the
campaigns launched in the autumn of 1959 to build
farm water conservancy works with the participation of
tens of millions of people, bring more areas under
irrigation, increase the supply of drainage and irrigation
equipment and enhance the efficacy of the irrigated area,
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so that a steady rise in our
agricultural production can
be achieved.

Another important method
to realize a continued leap
forward in agricultural pro-
duction in 1960 is to develop
pig-breeding on a large scale
to increase organic fertilizers.
We have not yet produced a
large amount of chemical
fertilizers. and for a time in
the near future their use can
only be concentrated on in-
dustrial erops so as to raise
their per mu vields. Even
when  a larpe amount  of
chemical fertilizers is pro-
duced. the main source of our
fertilizers will still be pig-
breeding and other livestock.
If the whole country can first
reach the goal of one pig for
every person in a couple of
vears, and then one pig for
every mu of land in another
couple of years, as some
production brigades, people’s communes and certain coun-
ties have already done, plus an enormously increased out-
put of chemical fertilizers. then the problem of fertilizers
confronting our country can be completely solved. Pig
manure and other animal manure are organic fertilizers
and are much better than inorganic chemical fertilizers.
We may say that a pig is a small organic fertilizer
plant. Moreover, pork is a food: bristle and pig skins
are materials for making industrial goods for daily use:
and the intestines of pigs are materials for precious
medicines. Everv nart of the pig’s body consists of
wealth: it can yield important economic values if it is
fullv used. Tt is therefore wrong to slicht pig-breeding
or to fail to make cnergetic efforts to develon it.

Still another imnoriant method to realize a continued
leap forward in asricultural nroduction in 1960 is to run
a rural diversified economy while continuing to carry
out the policy of taking food erains as the key. In 1959,
the target of an estimated increase of 10 per cent in the
total value of our agrienltural production was greatlv sur-
passed: an important reason for this was the fact that
rural diversified economy received widespread attention
everywhere since last spring and the all-round develon-
ment of agriculture was promoted. This is a verv im-
portant experience. In 1960, while ensuring fairlv large
increases in food grains. we should develop food crops
and industrial crops simultaneously. develop agriculture.
forestrv. animal husbandry. rural side lines and fishery
simultaneously. and. in particular, get a firm hold of agri-
culture and animal husbandry. When we achieve enor-
mous increases in food grains, we will have more fodder
and hay to feed more livestock. On the other hand, when
animal husbandry is developed in a big way. we will
have more fertilizers to develop agriculture. Our policy
is to achieve a simultaneous growth of food grains, cot-
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ton, oil-bearing crops, bast fibre crops, tea, tobacco, sugar-
bearing crops. silk. fruits. vegetables, medicinal herbs and
other products.

HE energetic development of agriculture will provide

more raw materials for light industry, and thus pro-
mote its extensive growth. It will also impose ever
greater demands on heavy industry to supply agricultural
means of production, and promote the great development
of heavy industiry.

The central problem of developing light industry in
1960 is to enlarge its source of raw materials from many
fields. The utilization rate of our light industrial equip-
ment has been raised vear by year, but there are still
considerable potentialities to be tapped. In order to
make full use of the present equipment of light industry
and further increase the output of light industiry, we
should find new kinds of raw mafterials from numerous
sources at the same time that we increase the output and
purchases of farm-produced raw materials. We should
collect various kinds of wild plants and wild animals on
a big scale and all kinds of raw materials for light industry
that can be put to use such as the rinds of cotton and
tobacco stalks, sesame and maize stalks, etc. At the same
time, the departments of heavy industry should take
active steps and wherever possible increase the produc-
tion of raw materials for the manufacture of consumer
goods. To meet the ever-increasing needs of the people
in the future, we should also carry on capital construc-
tion appropriately in light industry and build some enter-
prises which are urgently needed for the people’s liveli-
hood and for which the supply of raw materials can be
assured, such as sugar refineries, paper-making plants,
cotton mills and chemical fibre plants.

Heavy industry, which enjoys priority in development,
should continue in 1960 to make steel the key lever, step
up its support to agriculture. strengthen certain weak
links in our national economy, raise quality and increase
variety, and appropriately carry out the construction of
new projects. Support of the technical transformation
of agriculture is an essential part of socialist industrializa-
tion. All branches of our heavy industry should adhere
to the viewpoint of serving agriculture and regard aiding
the technical transformation of agriculture as their duty.
All enterprises producing means of production for agri-
culture should make a concrete study of the actual needs
of the locality at the time, do their best to adjust their
production to these needs, and work out plans for the
coming years. Since large numbers of improved farm
tools and semi-mechanized farm tools will be in use in
our agriculture in the next few years, local industry at
various levels and commune-run industry should give full
play to their capacities. integratlc modern methods of
production with indigenous ones. and help to advance the
technical transformation of agriculture by various means.
After two years of continuous leap forward, the relations
between the various branches of our heavy industry have
become more harmonious and certain weak branches are
rapidly catching up. There are. however, some branches
which are still comparatively weak. such as the power
industry. some extractive industries and the petroleum
industry. Our heavy industry. continuing to develop on
the basis of priority, should make efforts to step up the
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construction of these branches so that they can better
meet the needs of the continued leap forward of all of
industry as well as the national economy as a whole. All
the enterprises of heavy industry. and first of all the
medium-sized and small enterprises, must, in their con-
tinued leap forward in production, exert great efforts to
raise their technical levels and strive for a simultaneous
leap forward in quantity, quality and variety. To ensure
that heavy industry will continue to leap forward in 1960
and in the subsequent years, to serve better construction
in agriculture, light industry, communications and trans-
port and national defence, the various branches of heavy
industry will continue to carry out capital construction on
a large scale in 1960. In construction, the policy of in-
tegrating large enterprises with medium-sized and small
enterprises and of combining the rational utilization of
the old coastal industrial bases with the active building
of new industrial bases in the interior should be effected
still better in order to deal more appropriately with the
problems of the size of enterprises and the rational
geographical distribution of industry.

An important task in the development of the national
economy in 1960 is to strengthen the construction of com-
munications and transport so that they will meet the
needs of the continued leap forward of production and
construction. Railway building is the key in the construc-
tion of our communications and transport. Trunk and
branch lines to be built in 1960 will greatly exceed those
built in the last few years, and we should ensure the ful-
filment and overfulfilment of this task. Since 1958, not
a few simple railways and light-rail railways have been
built in many places. This is the materialization in com-
munications and transport of the policy of simultaneous
development in industry of large enterprises and medium-
sized and small enterprises and the policy of the simul-
taneous use of modern and indigenous methods in produc-
tion. Tt is now clear that in railway construction, the
whole series of policies — the simultaneous construction of
heavy-rail railways and light-rail railways. of modern and
simple railways, of trunk lines, and branch lines and lines
for special uses, as well as building new lines while
reinforcing old ones —is entirely correct. These policies
should continue to be effected in 1960. Moreover. this
experience should be applied to all the branches in com-

munications and transport in accordance with the concrete
conditions.

GRICULTURE, light industry, heavy industry, com-

munications and transport and other departments should
develop technical innovation and technical revolution more
extensively and more thoroughly in 1960. The facts show
that the possibilities for technical innovation are unlimit-
ed and that once labour enthusiasm is integrated with
technical innovation, the latent power of men and ma-
terials can be brought into greater play thus effecting a
continuous leap forward in production. Technical innova-
tion and technical revolution should of course be carried
out extensively in the medium-sized and small enterprises
which are technically backward and in the old enterprises
which are comparatively backward technically. But even
in the large, modern, new enterprises. there is still the
possibility and necessity to carry out technical innova-
tion and technical revolution. The high-speed develop-
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ment of our economy in the future should depend upon
two sources: one is to carry on capital construction and
increase new productive capacity: the other is to carry
out technical innovation and technical revolution in the
existing enterprises and in all the departments of our
national economy. to continue to tap potentialities in order
to raise labour productivity extensively. In developing
technique, we should have firm determination and con-
fidence and. in the spirit of relving on our own resources,
catch up with and strive to master the advanced tech-
nique of the world in a comparatively short period of time.
To achieve this, all the departments should resolutely fol-
low the mass line, continue to mobilize the masses boldly,
break down superstitions. emancipate the mind. foster
the spirit of daring to think and to act. support the ration-
alization proposals and inventions of the masses and
popularize their advanced experiences. The enterprises
should step up the cultural and technical education of the
workers and staff members. raise their cultural and techni-
cal levels, train senior and intermediate technicians in co-
ordination with the educational departments and strive
for the building of a powerful army of working-class
scientific and technical personnel who are both politically
progressive and professionally proficient. In carrying out
technical innovation and technical revolution, the method
should be to pay special attention to the most advanced
and the most backward so as to bring along the majority
in the middle category, that is, to effect a general rise
in the technical level of our country by paying special
attention to the technically advanced units. on the one
hand, and the technically backward units. on the other.
as well as the most up-to-date technique, on the one hand,
and simple technique on the other.

To fulfil the task of a continued leap forward in agri-
culture, light industry, heavy industry, communications

and transport and to develop technical innovation and
technical revolution extensively, the decisive thing is to
stick to the policy of combining centralized leadership with
mass movements and further develop, on every front, the
movement to increase production and practise economy.
Only by developing mass movements on a large scale with
technical innovation and technical revolution as their main
content will it be possible to work practically. perseveringly
and resourcefully so that the labour enthusiasm of the
masses will keep on rising. And it is only in the course
of these movements that the masses can be tempered, the
wisdom of the collective fully displayed, and the lead-
ing cadres at various levels understand better the feel-
ings and demands of the masses. emulate their bound-
less enthusiasm and creativeness and thus improve their
leadership.

We must persistently adhere to the leadership of the
Party and placing politics in command. In all the enter-
prises and undertakings, in all departments and locali-
ties, the struggle against right deviation must be carried
out to the end: bourgeois ideology must be thoroughly ex-
posed and criticized. and socialist and communist ideas
must be promoted.

Since the big leap forward in 1958, we have gained
very rich experiences in large-scale mass movements.
Summing them up, we must raise high the banner of Mao
Tse-tung’s thought. seriously study the teachings of Mao
Tse-tung and spread them widely. If we really grasp the
spirit of the principles laid down by Comrade Mao Tse-
tung and put them into effect, rely solidly upon the initia-
tive and creative spirit of the masses. it is certain that we
will continue to win great victories in socialist construc-
tion and to achieve a continuous, all-round and increas-
ingly better leap forward in our national economy.

Excellent Situation for
The Struggle for Peace

by YU CHAO-LI

Following is the full text of an article that appeared in
“Hongqi,” No. 1, 1960.— Ed.

THE international situation today continues to develop

in a direction favourable to peace. The international
lension created by imperialism has begun to relax to a
certain extent. This is a situation that gladdens the hearts
of the Chinese people and the overwhelming majority of
the rest of the peoples of the world.

The emergence of this situation fully testifies to the
truth of the famous statement made by Comrade Mao Tse-
fung two years ago that “the East wind prevails over the
West wind.” At the 1957 Moscow meetings of the repre-
sentatives of the Communist and Workers’' Parties of
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various countries, Comrade Mao Tse-tung pointed out that
the international situation had reached a new turning
point, that the socialist forces had got the upper hand
over the imperialist forces. and the forces of peace over
the forces of war. Marking this turning point were the
successful launching by the U.S.S.R. of its man-made earth
satellite, which symbolized that the Soviet Union is far
in the lead in science and technology, and the success of
the Moscow meelings, which symbolized the unity of the
socialist camp and the Communist Parties of various coun-
tries.

Not everyone recognized this new situation clearly
when it first appeared. As for the imperialists. far from
being reconciled to their position of inferiority, they have
tried hard to extricate themselves from their worsening
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plight. History, however, has continued to teach them
bitter lessons. In the test of strength in 1958, U.S. impe-
rialism met with repeated rebuffs in its vain attempt to
continue its show of force and it became more isolated
than ever before. The circumstances were compelling
indeed. Faced with the changing balance of forces in the
international struggle and confronted by the mounting
struggle of the peoples throughout the world in defence
of peace, the U.S. reactionaries were forced to consider
changing certain aspects of their foreign relations tactics.
Some among the U.S. ruling circles began to realize that
in face of the powerful socialist camp and the powerful
peace movement, their old tactics no longer worked.

T is by no means fortuitous that certain sections of the

ruling circles in the United States and other Western
couniries were compelled to agree to some relaxation of
tension, to forego some tension. It was the inevitable
outcome of the balance of forces in the international
struggle, of the change and development of the balance.

In the first place, the unparalleled might of the so-
cialist camp headed by the great Soviet Union has made
everyone with any common sense understand that whoever
used force against the socialist camp would come to grief.
The imperialist bloc did not dare to unleash a rash, total
war. Even such local wars as its aggression against Korea
and Viet Nam resulted in its suffering resounding defeats
and ignominious failure. Popular pressure throughout the
world was such that even in the period when the U.S.
imperialists held a monopoly of atomic bomb secrets, the
warmongers did not dare to launch an atomic war in de-
fiance of worldwide opposition. As things turned out. this
“atomic superiority” of U.S. imperialism was short lived.
The Soviet Union made very rapid progress in military
science and technology and in a short time left the United
States far behind. In this situation, it is crystal clear that
anyone who unleashes a total war against the Soviet

Union and the socialist camp is simply courting destruc-
tion.

Secondly, the national and democratic movement in
Asia, Africa and Latin America is an important force in
defence of world peace. Imperialism has always used
colonies and semi-colonies, with their manpower and ma-
terial and financial resources, as its rear for the waging
of war. Since World War II, the national and demo-
cratic movement has spread over Asia, Africa and Latin
America. It has caused and continues to cause the dis-
integration of the imperialist colonial system. So what
was originally a rear for imperialism in war has become
a front in the struggle against imperialism. The “mys-
terious continent” and the “quiet backvard” have become
volcanoes erupting beneath the feet of the imperialists.
The imperialists launched aggression in the Suez Canal
zone, in Lebanon and in Jordan. They also attempted to
unleash aggression against Cuba. But thanks to the resist-
ance of the peoples of the countries under attack and the
opposition of the socialist countries and the peoples the
world over, all these imperialist plans fell through. This
situation has compelled the imperialists to use their main
forces lo suppress the national and democratic movement
in the colonies and semi-colonies.
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Furthermore, the mass of the people in the imperialist
countries who suffered in the two world wars do not want
another war. Such is the weight of popular sentiments.
It is only a few greedy, bellicose groups who are the ene-
mies of world peace. They are always encircled by the
mass of the people within their own countries who do not
want war. As always. the Communist Parties and the
awakened working class in the imperialist countries stand
firm in the forefront of the struggle in defence of world
peace; they carry on a most arduous struggle despite re-
pression by the reactionaries of their own countrics.

In the international struggle, the support of the people
is always a decisive factor. It is precisely the combined
efforts of the three above-mentioned forces that have
manacled the imperialist ruling groups and landed them
in utter isolation and serious difficulties. The imperialist
camp is rent by internal contradictions and divisions. In
these circumstances, certain people in the imperialist ruling
cliques, out of consideration for their own interests and
their own future, feel compelled to begin to make a show
of acceptance of some of the proposals for relaxation of
international tension and to forego some of their manoeu-
vres for creating tension. Even those groups which have
never slackened their policy of the arms drive and war
preparations have at times had to resort to a certain
amount of camouflage and assume a peace posture.

N the case of the ruling group in the United States,

some traces of a partial change in its foreign relations
tactics were already evident in the policy bequeathed by
the late Secretary of State Dulles. Before his death, Dulles
made three important speeches. One, on “Far Eastern
Policy.” was made on December 4, 1958. at the Californian
Chamber of Commerce. Another, on January 28, 1959,
was made in the course of testimony on U.S. foreign policy
at the secret hearings of the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee. The last, entitled the “Function of Law in the
Cause of Peace.” was made on January 31. 1959, at a dinner
given by the New York Bar Association.

In these speeches Dulles expressed alarm and uneasi-
ness over the situation in which the East wind was pre-
vailing over the West wind and the balance of world forces
was becoming increasingly unfavourable to imverialism.
Dulles admitted that “the efforts of international commu-
nism are reinforced by the rapid economic development
within the existing Sino-Soviet orbit” (this is Dulles’
slanderous term for the socialist camn). He acknow-
ledged that “there is no way in the world” to prevent “the
Soviet Union becoming a nation of increasing economic
and military power.” He also admitted that China was
auicklv transforming itself “into a great military and in-
dustrial power.” He then proposed the substitution of
“justice and law” for force in dealing with the socialist
camp. This meant that the “brinkmanship” poliecy which
he had advocated was bankrupt and he knew it was neces-
sary to profess “peace.” to lay hold of the “peace ban-
ner” and use “peace” as a cloak to cover up his true
colours as an aggressor.

Of course, in the programme bequeathed by Dulles,
“the positions of strength” policy still occupied a pre-
dominant position. While making peaceful avowals, he
still raised the cry that the “cold war” must not be ended,
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for otherwise imperialism would meet with defeat. He
did his utmost to insist that “vetaliatory power™ be main-
lained, that U.S. troops be stationed and military bases
established in countries near the socialist camp, that con-
crete and visible force be maintained in these countries,
that the NATO and other military blocs be strengthened
and that the so-called “collective defence” system be devel-
oped to the utmost. He boasted that more than 50 countries
in the world had joined the United States’ “collective de-
fence arrangements.” He called for limited war to cope
with the so-called armed threat of communism so as to
prevent communism from winning so-called external vie-
tory, in other words, to use force to suppress the national
and democratic movement in the capitalist world.

ULLES put forward his “peace strategy” as a supple-

ment to his “war strategy.” He himself made no secret
about this point. When referring to the “substitution of
justice and law for force,” he particularly stressed that
in this respect, it was very important to recognize that
under such circumstances, renunciation of the use of force
did not mean the maintenance of the status quo, but peace-
ful conversion. What is “peaceful conversion”? “Basi-
cally,” Dulles said, “we hope to cncourage an evolution
within the Soviet world so that they will no longer be a
threat to freedom in the world and where they will be
concerned with their own affairs and not be concerned with
promoting the goals and ambitions of communism.” This
was Dulles’ primary aim when putting forward his “peace
strategy.” In making these statements. Dulles revealed the
United States’ strategic and tactical concepts of world do-
mination. It is an attempl. under cover of protestations of
peace, to use infiltration, corrosion, subversion and other
conspiratorial means to restore, from within, capitalist rule
in various socialist countries and to attain the aim which
U.S. imperialism cannot reach by aggressive war, namely,
to destroy the socialist camp. It is also what may be called
a “winning victory by peace strategy.” The policy be-
queathed by Dulles consists of two sets of tactics geared
to a single aim. The two sets of tactics are the simulia-
neous launching of a “peace strategy” and a “war strategy,”
that is, on the one hand. stepping up preparations for a
new war and, on the other, putting out a signboard of
peace. The one and only aim is, step by step, to destroy
socialism — the enemy of imperialism.

But Dulles died before he had time to implement this
double-faced policy. Since his death. the international
situation has continued to develop in a direction favourable
to peace, national liberation and socialism. This, coupled
with the success of the peaceful foreign policy of the
Soviet Union, compels U.S. imperialism to run up the flag
of peace. Certain representative figures in U.S. ruling
circles have realized to a certain extent that tension is
not necessarily advantageous to them, so they propose to
ease the tension somewhat and express their willingness
to accept some relaxation. They know that this course is
a bit more to their interests.

Recently, the head of the U.S. Government, Eisen-
hower, accepted the proposal made by Khrushchov, the
head of the Soviet Government, to exchange visits. Com-
rade Khrushchov’s visit to the United States was a suc-
cess; during it agreement was reached to hold a summit
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conference fo discuss dissrmament. the Berlin question
and other issues.  Cerlain agrecments were also reached
on procedural questions of disarmament. The U.S. prop-
aganda organs have reduced their vilification of the So-
viet Union, and they use relatively more peaceful ex-
pressions. All these are signs of the tendency towards
relaxation in the international situation. This is. nat-
urally, a gratifying development.

UT while the peoples of the world are expressing their

joy at this trend in the international situation, it is
impossible not to see that the influential group in the
United States is still clinging to its *“cold war” policy
against the Soviet Union, China and the other socialist
countries. It still has no intention of cutting its armed
forces, slackening the arms drive and relinquishing its
overseas military bases, or giving up its aggressive mili-
tary alliances. On the contrary, it is stepping up its war
preparations. The former U.S. Defence Secretary McElroy
said blatantly that the “free world” today should not re-
duce its armed strength on account of the talks between
Chairman of the U.S.S.R. Council of Ministers Khrushchov
and President Eisenhower. He also said that the Eisen-
hower-Khrushchov talks had not produced any specific
change in the international situation giving the United
States grounds for revising its military deployment in any
place in the world.

In its research report, entitled “The Basic Aims of
US. Foreign Policy” made public last November, the
Council of Foreign Relations in New York emphasized
the U.S. need for military power to back up its foreign
policy. The report recommended:

1. The building up, maintenance and protection of
“retaliatory power”;

2. The possession of mobile forces:

3. A research and development programme which
will ensure all possible progress in science and technology
that “can contribute usefully to the military tasks of the
future”; and

4. A long-range military aid programme “to
strengthen the global defence posture of the United States
and its allies.”

At the recent Paris meeting of the NATO bloc, U.S.
Secretary of State Christian A. Herter on the one hand
expressed his approval of the proposed East-West summit
meeting and declared: “A single summit meeting may
not be enough. The Western nations may be entering a
period of negotiations over a considerable period and at
various levels.” On the other hand, however, Herter de-
liberately slandered the Soviet Union’s foreign policy of
peace by saying that “the West’s negotiations with the So-
viet Union have resembled trench warfare of fixed posi-
tions,” “now the West finds itself entering a period of
mobility and manoeuvre, while the aims of the adversary
remain the same.” Singing the praises of his predecessor,
John Foster Dulles, Herter said that the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization was central to Dulles’ estimate of
“free world defence.” He added that he “saw no basic
change in Communist objectives. As a result, a position
of firmness and strength must remain NATO'’s reliance in
the future.” At the same Paris meeting, the new U.S.
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Defence Secretary, Thomas S. Gates Jr., continued 1o
bluster about the policy of arms expansion and war prep-
arations. He declared that U.S. naval. land and air
forces would remain in Europe and that the aggressive
NATO bloc wis “the cornerstone of United States policy.”
He wanted the allies of the United States to share more
of the cost and recommended with great zeal the establish-
ment under NATO of “a multi-national project for mak-
ing middle-range ballistic missiles.” In addition, Gates
called for the settlement of problems involved *“in
establishing atomic weapon storage sites deployed
throughout NATO.”

Even President Eisenhower did not forget to carry
on the “cold war,” while everywhere professing “peace
and friendship in freedom” during his recent tour abroad.
U.P.I. disclosed on December 4, 1959, that on the day of
his arrival in Rome, Eisenhower discussed “major cold
war issues” with Italian President Gronchi. In Ankara,
Turkey, Eisenhower said at Bayar's reception: “We will
not deviate from our goal, nor compromise our prin-
ciples.” He clamoured on this occasion about “defence”
“against the possibility of an emergency, an aggression,
a catastrophe which will never be of our making.” U.P.L
revealed on the 8th that Eisenhower had repeatedly as-
sured Turkey that he felt that the West must stay strong
and not relax. He said: “There are no grounds for the
West to relax now. The West must maintain a position
of strength.” When Eisenhower reached Karachi, Pakis-
tan, he said at the airport: “We want to work together
for peace, for our own mutual security but from the
position of strength and security.” President Eisenhower
claimed in his speech to the Greek Parliament that they
“must remain militarily, economically and spiritually
strong to win the sort of peace we wanl. with friendship
and freedom.” In Spain, U.S. President Eisenhower con-
ferred with the fascist hang-over Franco, the Spanish
dictator. They dealt especially with the question of
American military bases in Spain, and the communique
on the talks openly claimed that “a firm defence posture
should be maintained.” Wherever he went. President
Eisenhower actively supported NATO, CENTO and
SEATO. stressed “common security” and “‘co-operation.”
and further tightened control over the vassal states.

EOPLE can see that behind Eisenhower’s smokescreen

of “peace” lurks the coldest “cold war” conducted by
American imperialism, namely, military and war threats
aimed at the socialist camp and suppression of the na-
tional and democratic movement. The United States is
installing its nuclear weapons in many foreign territories.
It is building bases for intermediate range ballistic mis-
siles with nuclear warheads in Britain, West Germany.
Italy. Greece and Turkey. The United States has also
decided to increase, not reduce, its military aid to its vassal
states in the Far East and the Near and Middle East. Be-
sides strengthening the NATO, CENTO and SEATO mili-
tary blocs, the United States is also plotting with the
reactionaries in Japan to revise the Japan-U.S. “Security
Treaty” to form an open U.S.-Japanese military alliance.
At the same time, it is lrying to set up the NEATO
(Northeast Asia Treaty Organization) and other new mili-
tary blocs. All these aggressive military bloes have
recently stepped up their provocative military exercises
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and blatantly posed threats of war. The U.S. plan to arm
West Germany and Japan is also being stepped up. These
facts make it clear that while the United Slates adopts a
strategy of peace. it has not in the slightest relaxed its
strategy of war.

A commentary entitled “The Choice Before Washing-
ton” in the November 27 issue of the Soviet magazine
New Times revealed that there were highly influential
forces both inside and outside the U.S. Government which
did not want to see a relaxation of international tension.
The article referred to pamphlets on American home and
foreign policy published in the autumn of 1959 by the
Republican Party Committee on Programme and Pro-
gress. The pamphlets claimed: “The ultimate objective
of American foreign policy is a free world. . . . The great
task of American foreign policy, then, is to maintain and
extend freedom — both of the individual and of nations.
Any course of conduct in foreign relations should be
tested by these standards: If it advances the cause of
freedom, let us pursue it; if it injures the cause of free-
dom, let us reject it.” New Times gave this program-
matic document a correct interpretation. It pointed out:
That the terms *“freedom” and “free world” refer o the
capitalist system is sell-evident. The Republican leaders
thus consider the chiel aim of [loreign policy to be
strengthening capitalism in America, supporting it in
countries where it still exists, and last but not least, ex-
tending it to countries where it does not exist.

That precept predetermines the Republican leaders’
attitude towards all the countries in the socialist camp,
first and foremost towards the Soviet Union. Communism
is proclaimed “the great threat to freedom and the great
obstacle to the extension of freedom.,” and the fight
against communism a “paramount goal” of U.S. foreign
policy. As for the “extension of freedom,” by this is
meant, the writers of the pamphlets claim, the “restora-
tion of freedom to those who have been deprived of it by
communism.” It is obvious that the earlier notorious
policy of Dulles to “liberate” the socialist countries from
socialism is not defunct.

What exactly does the United States mean by so-
called “peace”? This question was answered by the
Rockefeller Brothers Fund in its report on foreign policy.
The report said that peace “is not a single or simple
thing. It can only be the result of a nation’s total poli-
cies.” These total policies consist of the development of
the “Western hemisphere and the Atlantic Community”
related to American policy. While developing this com-
munity, it is necessary to “keep the door open to those
nations and peoples which historically have been asso-
ciated with it (Europe) and are now drawn into the Soviet
orbit,” and not to “permit the Communist states to extend
their rule.” As regards the broad intermediate zones,
subtle influence will be used to include them in the so-
called “free world” order.

Facts show that influential figures in the United
States, while talking peace, have never for a moment
ceased lrying to realize their aim of preserving capitalism
and destroying socialism by means of “peaceful conver-
sion.” One remembers clearly that on the eve of Com-
rade Khrushchov’s visit to the United States, Eisenhower
personally took part in and sponsored the so-called “cap-
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tive nations week.” In the recent United Nations General
Assembly session, the ignominious so-called resolutions
on Tibet and Hungary adopted as a result of the machina-
tions of the United States fully exposed the viciousness
of U.S. imperialism concealed behind the smokescreen of
peace. By “captive,” they simply mean the elimination
of the system of exploitation; “freedom” for them is just
another name for the preservation of the system of ex-
ploitation; and what they mean by “just cause” and “free
world order” is the restoration of capitalist rule in the
socialist world and preservation of the capitalist system
in the capitalist world so as to prevent the wheel of
human history from turning forward.

In a word, one can see from these hard facts that
although there are certain tactical changes in U.S. foreign
policy, the fundamental policy of the U.S. still rests on
two sets of tactics (one set is to prepare actively for war
and the other is to hang out a peace signboard), both hav-
ing a single objective —to destroy socialism.

Of course, nursing this objective is one thing and the
possibility of their attaining it is quite another. Although
the imperialists have never for a moment ceased trying
to destroy socialism, they can never reach their aim. Even
certain rulers of the West have been compelled to admit
this fact.

THE policy of peaceful coexistence founded by the great

Lenin is the guiding principle of the foreign policies
of the Soviet Union and other socialist countries. In a
general statement on the foundations for peaceful co-
existence between the Soviet Union and the United States,
Lenin said: “Let no American capitalists touch us. We
will not touch them.” Lenin said that to achieve this
peaceful coexistence, no obstacle would come from the
Soviet side. Obstacles could only come from imperialism,
from the side of the American and other capitalists. Up to
the present the question of peaceful coexistence between
countries with different social systems remains the same.

For a long historical period, peaceful coexistence be-
tween the Soviet Union and the United States has been an
objective reality. Unless the war maniacs invite their
own destruction by launching aggressive wars, peaceful
coexistence is bound to continue. Soon after the close
of World War II, when the imperialist reactionaries came
out with loud bursts of anti-Soviet war propaganda,
Comrade Mao Tse-tung exposed the essence of such anti-
Soviet outbursts as merely a smokescreen for the policy
of the U.S. rulers directed against the people and for
expansion abroad. Comrade Mao Tse-tung pointed out:
“The Soviet Union is the defender of world peace, the
powerful factor in obstructing the establishment of world
domination by the U.S. reactionaries. With the Soviet
Union in existence, the ambitions of the U.S. and world
reactionaries cannot be realized at all. That is why the
U.S. reactionaries hate the Soviet Union intensely and
are actually dreaming of wiping out this socialist country.
But, today, not long after the end of World War II, all the
high pitched loose talk of the U.S. reactionaries about a
U.S.-Soviet war and the foul atmosphere they create
cannot but make one take a look at their real aims. It
turns out that under these anti-Soviet slogans, they are
frantically attacking the American workers and demo-
cratic elements and turning all the countries which are
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the objects of U.S. expansion abroad into U.S. appendages.
I think the American people and the peoples of all coun-
tries menaced by U.S. aggression should unite to repel
the attacks of the U.S. reactionaries and their lackeys
in various countries. Only victory in this struggle can
avert a third world war; it cannot be averted otherwise.”

POSTWAR history has fully borne out the conclusion

drawn by Comrade Mao Tse-tung. It is still fresh in the
memory of the people that the gunfire of World War II
had barely stopped when Winston Churchill, the then
spokesman of imperialism, in a speech at Fulton, on
March 5, 1946, called for the establishment of a U.S-
British alliance aimed at launching an anti-Soviet war,
spreading the myth that a third world war was “im-
minent.” Yes, the imperialist reactionaries are by nature
anti-Soviet and anti-communist. To all intents and pur-
poses they are indeed attempting to organize an anti-
Soviet war. However this is only their subjective wish.
Although they have tried hard to realize this wish, yet,
up to now, it has failed to materialize. It seems now that
the distance between this wish and its realization has not
become less but more. A section of the ruling groups
in the imperialist countries cannot but recognize the
fact of peaceful coexistence.

It is precisely the solidarity of the world's peoples
in their struggle for peace and against aggression and
imperialism that has frustrated and held back the im-
perialists’ war plans. In the interests of the movement
for the defence of peace, it is necessary to continue to
strengthen the militant will of the world's people, to
rely on the mass of the world’s people and win and de-
fend peace through broadly based, just struggles. The
enemies of peace are still feverishly active. It is necessary
to expose their schemes and weaknesses so as to enable
the masses to recognize their true colours and have full
courage and confidence to defeat them instead of being
afraid of them or begging them for peace.

In the postwar period, Comrade Mao Tse-tung has
constantly pointed out: “We must liquidate all ideas of
weakness within our ranks. All viewpoints which over-
estimate the strength of the enemy and underestimate
the strength of the people are wrong.” Comrade Mao Tse-
tung said in an article entitled “The Present Situation
and Our Tasks” at the end of 1947: “If only we all
work for it, we, together with the democratic forces of
the world, can certainly defeat the imperialist plan of
enslavement, prevent a third world war, making it im-
possible for it to break out, overthrow oppression by all
the reactionaries and win victory for lasting peace for
mankind. We are soberly conscious of the fact that
there will still be various obstacles and difficulties in our
path of progress and that we must be prepared to cope
with the maximum amount of resistance and struggle on
the part of all our enemies at home and abroad. But, if only
we can master the science of Marxism-Leninism, rely on
the masses, stand closely together with the masses and lead
them forward, we are fully capable of surmounting all ob-
stacles and conquering all difficulties and our strength
is invincible.” Twelve years have elapsed but this state-
ment retains its full force. In the battle for peace which
gets nearer to victory with each day that passes, we should
always advance with just such courage and confidence.
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