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PRESS COMMUNIQUE ON THE GROWTH
OF CHINA’S NATIONAL ECONOMY
IN 1959

With facts and figures the Press Communique on the Growth of China’s National
Economy in 1959 describes how the Chinese people, under the leadership of the Chinese
Communist Party and the guidance of the gencral line for building socialism. suc-
ceeded in overfulfilling the 1959 plan for the development of the national economy and
in Tulfilling the main targets of the Second Five-Year Plan three years ahead of schedule;
it shows that these successes were achieved by relying on the big leap forward of 1958 and
on the victory of the pceople’s commune movement.

The book also contains an editorial of Renmin Ribao (People’s Daily) of January
23, 1960, entitled “New Stage in Socialist Construction.” Analysing in detail the con-
tinued big leap forward of China’s national economy in 1959 as well as the conditions

for high-speed development, the editorial shows that socialist construction in China has

rcached a new stage.

Concerning the Situation in Laos

Here is a book which tells you what the yeal situation in Laos is and what is the
stand of the Chinese Government and people on the Laotian question.

In February last year the US. Government instigated the Sananikone government
in Laos fo tear up the Geneva agreements unilaterally and launch a civil war against
democratic clements in the country, thus seriously endangering peace throughout Indo-
China and aggravaling tension in Southeast Asia.

This book contains important documents that have appeared in China on this ques-
tion. It contains:

a) Chinese Foreign Minislry statements on the Laotian situation:

b) Foreign Minister Chen Yi's letters to the Geneva Conference Co-Chairmen:

¢) A Foreign Ministry spokesman’s statement on the Laotian quesiion;

d) Vice-Premier Chen Yi's speeches on the question of Laos;

e) Editorials and commentaries concerning Laos from Renmin Ribao

and other relevant material.
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ROUND THE WEEK

All Out for Technical Innovations

Headlines in the Chinese press these
days recall the surge and sweep of the
great leap forward in 1958. Then peo-
ple were pooling their efforts in the
magnificent drive for more iron and
steel that thrilled all those who had
the new in their hearts and set the
conservatives aghast. Now the drive is
for technical innovations and technical
revolution that will quicken the stride
of the nation in the race to indus-
trialization.

While the main drive for innova-
tions in the factories comes from the
combined efforts of workers, techni-
cians and leading cadres, no small
part is being played by the engineer-
ing colleges and scientific institutions.
Chekiang University in East China
has set a [ine example.

Still famous as the scenic city
by the West Lake but a centre, too. of

industrial developments, Hangchow,
the capital of Chekiang Province,
reports that over three thousand

engineering and natural science stu-
dents and teachers in Chekiang Uni-
versily have gone to factories there
and in Chiahsing and other cities of
the province to live, work and tackle
problems together with the workers.
By putting their heads together they
have scored some outstanding suc-
cesses. Sludents and teachers of the
electrical  engineering  department
have made eight hundred technical in-
novations in co-operation with work-
ers; more than one-eighth of them are
important innovations mechanizing or
semi-mechanizing manual processes, a
problem which is the centre of atten-
tion right now.

Up in the North, the Taiyuan
Engineering Institute (Shansi), and in
the Northeast, Kirin University,
Changchun Technical School and the
Harbin Polytechnic Institute have had
similar successes, Co-operating with
workers of the Chinhsing Machine-
Building Works, a factory grown out
of the “marriage” of a handicraft co-
op and a small community-run work-
shop, the Harbin Polytechnic men and
women have helped to completely
mechanize and partially automatize
the Chinhsing Works’ foundry.

It is not by a long chalk the fac-
tories only that get the benefit of these
efforts. This is a “two-way traffic.”
Practical work in the factories gives
college students and teachers an in-
valuable opportunity to improve their
knowledge by linking theory with
practice; they get to master many
techniques in the workshops in a way
that is impossible in the classrooms.

They also sece for themselves at
close quarters the progress China's in-
dustry has made in the past few years
and the grit and will with which the
workers are working. This is a tre-
mendous inspiration and a spur to the
young students to mastering science

and technology.

Steel Pace - Setter

Steel is never long off the front
pages of the press. It hit the news
again early this month with the re-
port of a notable victory: Peking's
Shihchingshan Iron and Steel Works
reached its lirst quarter's steel target
27 days ahead of schedule. This bet-
tered by three days the pledge that
accompanied its last month's chal-
lenge to all steelmakers of the country
to fulfil and overfulfil first quarter
production targets.

This success was the fruit of tech-
nical improvements and better co-
ordination belween workers doing
complementary processes. Workers at
the plant’s converters shortened the
smelting time per heat of steel from
41 to 32 minutes and raised the average
daily output of electric furnace steel
by 10 per cent. The Shihchingshan
workers now aim to produce an addi-
tional 20,000 tons of steel before the
quarter ends.

Concerted efforts by workers, tech-
nicians and leading cadres have in-

troduced many  production-raising
technical innovations at Shihching-
shan. Tts smelters raised the average

utilization coefficient of blast furnaces
from 1.499 tons in February to 1.891
tons in March by such measures as in-
creasing the smelting intensity of
blast furnaces by raising the tem-
perature and volume of the air blast.
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Meanwhile steelmakers throughout
the country are vying with one an-
other to outdo Shihchingshan. Anshan
is keying up its efforts to keep itself
in the van of the industry. Its work-
ers have put forward 30,000 proposals
in the first ten days of this month for
technical innovations helping to boost
output. Compared with the same
period in February, the first ten days
in March there saw an increase of 9
per cent in the average daily output
of stecl and 4.7 per cent for pig iron.

In the bid for honours in the pres-
ent emulation campaign. Chungking’s
Iron and Steel Works further
streamlined loading and unloading of
materials. This and other measures
helped to push up its output figures
for the first ten days in March. Com-
pared to the same period in February,
steel outpui was up by 13.4 per cent
and rolled stcel by 7.9 per cent. All
this will add up to a big rise in this
year's output of the key metal for so-
cialist construction.

has

Reinforcements for Steel

New reinforcements are adding their
weight to the battle for more iron and
steel.

The North China iron and steel
centre of Taiyuan has just commis-
sioned a giant new blast [urnace, a
coke oven battery and a heat and
power station. All three projects
were designed by Chinese cxperts
while equipment for the fully mecha-
nized and automated blast furnace
and coke oven battery was all made
in China. With these new units in
production this booming steel centre
starts a new slage in its growth. It
will double its 1959 output of iron and
increase its output of both steel and
rolled steel by an estimated 60 per
cent.

Wuhan, premier iron and steel
centre of Central China, reports that
the building of its big new blooming
mill is 80 per cent completed. This
will rank among the world's most up-
to-date installations. The giant iron
and steel complex by the Yangtse
River is also building a stecel-rolling
mill, a refractory materials factory, a

steel mill and power and water
supply works.
In Paotow, Inner Mongolia, more

than ten thousand workers are building
or expanding metallurgical plants.
Final installation work is now going
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ahead on a large auto-

mated open-hearth fur-
nace. To prevent any
delay in getting it into

operation, work is being
stepped up on all the
major projects connect-
ed with it.
clude a
way

These in-
network of rail-
lines., under-
ground pipes and several
auxiliary workshops.
Paotow is also pre-
paring to build a second
giant blast furnace to-
gether with a big ore-
dressing and sintering
plant, a  coal-washing
plant and an ore-crush-

spur

ing plant. These new
plants will give a big
boost to iron and steel

output in these first years
ol the promising G0s.

Summer Crop Prospects
Good
Rural

munes

people’s  com-
are looking for-
ward to a good harvest

this summer. The winter wheal is
coming on fine, as reports from
various parts of the country show.

Transplanting of early rice has begun
in some provinces in South and
Southwest China. Improved seceds
were selected and sown on a bigger
area than ever this year, and carly
planting has improved its chances. In
the Southwest. Yunnan started plant-
ing its early rice nearly a month
carlier than last year and doubled the
area planted. More widespread use
of close planting and the application
of more manure are two
sons for multi-national Yunnan's
confidence that its summer rice har-
vest will be good.

more rea-

Kiangsi Province in Central China
has increased its early rice area by
more than three million mu. It has
also stacked up double the amount of
manure it had last year. The exten-
sive water conservancy built
during the winter months guarantee a
good supply of water to the paddy-
fields.

works

Large numbers of rice transplaniers
are being made this year. Their wide-
spread use is not only relieving the
peasants [rom the laborious task of
setting out the rice seedlings by hana

A New Blast

G
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Furnace for Wuhan
Woodcut in colour by Yu Pei-mien

but speeding up the work and helping
to overcome the farm labour shortage.

The people’s communes are going

into their busy spring farm scason
with push and go. With better ex-
perience gained last year they are

showing greater [lexibility in deploy-
ing manpower and resources to get a
bigger harvest of winter wheat, carly
rice and other summer crops.

Youths® Tasks in 1960

During its recent weck-long plenary
session, the Central Committee of the
Youth League
the importance

Communist
stressed
of the role played by the youth as a

Chinese

particularly

construction.
The committee reviewed the work of
the Youth League last year, and de-
fined its tasks for 1960 in the light of

shock force of socialist

the present nceds of socialist construc-
tion. It
rally closer under the guidance of the

called on China’s youth to
Communist Party and Chairman Mao

Tse-tung. to carry forward the mass
campaign to increase production and
praclise economy centring round tech-
innovations and technical
olution, and work for a stil! bigger

all-round leap forward this year.

nical rov-
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The session drew attention to the
importance of educating the nation’s
youth in the communist spirit. Special
importance is also attached to
studying Marxism-Leninism and the
works of Mao Tse-tung, which, as the
committee’s communique points out,
provide “a brilliant example of the in-
tegration of the universal truth of
Marxism-Leninism and concrete rev-
olutionary practice.”

Noting that the current upsurge in
the movement for technical innova-
tions and technical revolution has
opened up broad prospects for the
rapid modernization of the country’s
industry, agriculture, science and cul-
ture, the commitlee urges all youth
organizalions to plunge into this drive
and work together with all the people
to bring it speedily to its goals.

The plenary session’s discussions
ranged widely around agriculture as
the basis of the national economy. A
continued increase in agricultural
growth will enable industry and other
branches of the national economy to
maintain and speed up still more their
rapid growth. The youth of the coun-
try are therefore urged to make a
special effort for a continued all-round
leap in this year’s agricultural produc-
tion.

U.S. Spy Sentenced

The Shanghai intermediate people’s
court sentenced the U.S. spy James
Edward Walsh to 20 years imprison-
ment last Friday, March 18. Charged
with subversive activities against the
Chinese People’s Republic and per-
sonally directing the counter-revolu-
tionary activities of the (traitorous
clique headed by one Kung Pin-mei,
Walsh pleaded guilty in face of the
mass of conclusive evidence against
him brought before the court. Earlier,
on March 17, Kung Pin-mei and
thirteen other counter-revolutiona-
ries were given sentences varying
from five years to life imprisonment.

Walsh came to China in May 1948
with Cardinal F. Spellman of the
US.A., an outspoken partisan of im-
perialist domination over China, and
he was assigned to carry out activities
against the people’s revolutionary war
and the Chinese Communist Party. In
the years since liberation, Walsh,
under cover of religion, carried out
extensive espionage activities in co-
ordination  with  U.S. imperialist
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aggression against China. He was
apprehended in Oclober 1958. The
trial established that during Walsh's
term as secretary-general of the
“Catholic Central Bureau,” a reac-
tionary organization, Walsh was in
charge of many imperialist spies and
counter-revolutionaries who collected
for him political and military in-
formation, such as data on the con-
struction of military airfields in China
and the strength, equipment, opera-
tions and air defence measures of the
Chinese People’s Volunteer units in
Korea. The secret codes used by
these spies, letters in secret writing
and other evidence were shown to the
court.

As secre'tary-gcnm'al of the “Catho-
lic Central Bureau,” Walsh also per-
sonally directed the “Bureau of the
Legion of Mary” —a central reac-
tionary organization of the Catholic
Church. He banded together a num-
ber of counter-revolutionaries and
special agents in Shanghai, Nanking
and Tientsin as the backbone of the
Legion. Walsh virulently instigated
Catholics and clergymen in China to
oppose the Chinese Communist Party
and the People's Government, to
sabotage the movement to resist
U.S. aggression and to aid Korea and
the anti-imperialist campaign launched
by patriotic Catholics, and to under-
mine the revolutionary efforts of the
Chinese people.

During the trial, the court stressed
the fact that “the Government of the
Chinese People’s Republic has con-
sistently protected freedom of re-
ligious belief, but it will not permit
imperialist spies to carry out, under
cover of religion, criminal activities
designed to subvert our people's
democratic political power. Nor will
it permit anyone to use religious activ-
ities to sabotage implementation of
the policies, laws and decrees of our
country.”

Religious circles throughout China
have fully approved and supported
the Shanghai court’s decision as an-
other trenchant blow against U.S. im-
perialist schemes to subvert the
Chinese People’s Republic.

A New Life Begins

All the more than two thousand
oversecas Chinese who returned re-
cently from Indonesia on ships sent
by the Chinese Government have

quickly settled down to a new life.
Some are now working on state-run
overseas Chinese farms in Kwangiung
and Fukien. Others have taken up
new jobs in factories, mines and other
cnterprises. Youngsters are continuing
their studies in special preparatory
schools in Canton, Chibi (Amoy) and
Peking. Homes of respect for the
aged at Toishan in Kwangtung have
opened wide their arms to those old
people who have only themselves to
rely on. Those with relatives have re-
turned with government help to their
native villages to spend a happy old
age.

Fukien, the native place of millions
of overseas Chinese, has given a rous-
ing welcome to those who have re-
turned there. A special train brought
the latest returnees from Canton to
Chibi. Leading Communist Party and
government officials of the province
were among the thousands who
gathered at the station to greet them.
Later a grand meeting was held in the
city to welcome them. Vice-Governor
Chen Shao-kuan of Fukien assured
them that they could expect everything
lo be done to provide them with a
decent life, give them work or help
them to carry on their studies. Lin
Yi-hsin, speaking for the provincial
Communist Party committee and the
Committee for the Reception and
Settlement of Returned Overseas Chi-
nese, told the returnees that “the
building of socialism in Fukien needs
more and more people.” Describing
Fukien’s rich natural resources and
good climate, he said that tropical and
subtropical crops could be grown on
large tracts of land in the province.

Seventy thousand overseas Chinese
have been helped to setile down in
Fukien over the past few years and
they are playing a notlable role in
socialist construction. Quite a number
of the seven thousand returned stu-
dents have alrcady graduated frem
schools there and are doing well in
government offices and other work.
To welcome overseas Chinese farmers
who are returning in great numbers,
the province has set up new state
farms and expanded existing ones.
Preparatory schools have also been
enlarged, and new technical and agri-
cultural schools have been set up
especially for them. New hospitals,
schools and homes for the aged have
been built in those places where the
returnees will settle down.
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Sino-Nepalese Agreements and Joint
Communique Signed

AN “Agreement Between the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and His Majesty's Govern-
ment of Nepal on the Question of the Boundary
Between the Two Countries” and an  “Agreement
Between the Government of the People’s Republic of
China and His Majesty's Government of Nepal on
Economic Aid” were signed on March 21 between Pre-
mier Chou En-lai and the Nepalese Prime Minister Shri
Bishweshwar Prasad Koirala at a formal ceremony in
Peking. A “Joint Communique Between the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China and His
Majesty’s Government of Nepal” was signed at the same
time.

Liu Shao-chi, Chairman of the Pcople’s Republic of
China, was present at the ceremony.

Also present from the Chinese side were Soong
Ching Ling, Vice-Chairman of the Pcople’s Republic of
China; Chu Teh, Chairman of the Standing Committee
of the National People’s Congress; Shen Chun-ju, Vice-
Chairman of the N.P.C. Standing Committec; Chen Yi,
Po I-po and Hsi Chung-hsun, Vice-Premiers; Chien
Ying, Minister of Internal Affairs; Wang Shou-tao,
Minister of Communications; Shen Yen-ping, Minister of

Prime Minister

Honourable Mr. Chou En-lai, Excellencies and Friends,

I am glad to have this opportunity of welcoming
you here tonight.

My two weeks' visit to China on the invitation of
my good friend Premier Chou En-lai and the Chinese
People’s Government is coming to an end. In fact I am
leaving Peking tomorrow on my way to Nepal. These
past two weeks have been of great interest to me and
I hope my present visit has brought Nepal and China
still closer together.

I am grateful to Your Excellency Mr. Prime
Minister and other Chinese officials and friends, for
looking after me, my wife, my colleagues and other
members of the party so well during our stay in China.
We have enjoyed our stay here and will carry back with
us happy memory of our sojourn to this great country
of China. I am also happy that my present visit to
China has enabled me to meet my [riends and make
new ones.

As I have said at various places in China, all of us
have been impressed by the rapid pace of development
and also by the organized and methodical hard work the
Chinese people are putting up for the economic develop-
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Culture; Lei Jen-min, Acling Minister of Foreign Trade;
Chang Han-fu, Vice-Foreign Minister; Pan Tzu-li,
Chinese Ambassador to Nepal; and Lieutenant-General
Hsiao Hsiang-jung, Director of the General Office of the
Ministry of National Defence.

Present from the Nepalese side were: Shri Ganesh
Man Singh, Minister of Works and Communications;
Shri Surya Prasad Upadhyaya, Minister for Home and
Law; Nara Pratap Thapa, Foreign Secretary; Viswa
Shankar Sukla, Secretary of the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry; Major-General Chhetra Bikram Rana;
Maniharsha Joyti, Member of the Upper House; and
Kumar Mani Acharya Dikshit, Private Secretary to the
Prime Minister.

U. B. Basnyat, Nepalese Consul-General in Lhasa,
was also present.

The texts of the two agreements and the joint com-
munique will be made public on March 25 in Peking
and Kathmandu simultaneously.

The following are the texts of the speeches made
by Prime Minister Koirala and Premier Chou En-lai at
the former’s farewell banquet in Pcking on March 21:

Koirala’s Speech

ment of China. The people of Nepal admire these
heroic efforts of their Chinese friends and wish them
all success.

Mention has often been made of the long-standing
friendship betwecen our two countries. On this happy
occasion of the meeting of friends it is an appropriate
occasion, 1 [eel, to realfirm our resolve to continue our
efforts for the strengthening and consolidation of the
intimate friendship between our two countries in keeping
with the lofty principles of peaceful coexistence. T also
consider that my present visit to China and our discus-
sions with the leaders here, particularly with The
Honourable Mr. Chou En-lai, has enabled us to under-
stand better and has also been of mutual advantage.
This I think is a good example of how two neighbouring
countiries should live together in peace and friendship.
My Government and the people of my country are
equally grateful to the Chinese Government for their
kind help towards the economic development of Nepal.

I am thankful to you all for coming here tonight
and before I close I would like to request you to join
me in proposing loasts,

For the conlinued prosperity of China and her
people,

Peking Review




For the good health of His Excellency Premier Chou
En-lai,

For the good health of His Excellency Chairman
Liu Shao-chi,

For the good health of Chairman Mao Tse-tung,

For the friendship between China and Nepal and
other countries of the world. Thank you.

Premier Chou En-lai’'s Speech

Your Excellency Respected Prime Minister and Madame
Koirala,

Distinguished Guests from Nepal,

Friends and Comrades,

Your Excellency Mr. Prime Minister is concluding
your visit in China. On the eve of our parting, we are
very glad to attend the banquet given by Your Ex-
cellency and to gather again joyously with our dis-
tinguished guests. I wish to take this opportunity to
thank Your Excellency Mr. Prime Minister once again
for bringing us the profound friendship of the Nepalese
people. We are also most grateful to Your Excellency
Mr. Prime Minister for the high appraisal of the con-
struction work of our country which you have just ex-
pressed in your impassioned specech, and which is
undoubtedly a great encouragement to the Chinese
people.

Your Excellency Mr. Prime Minister’s present visit
to China upon invitation has made an important con-
tribution to the consolidation and development of
friendly co-operation between our two countries. The
Governments ol our two countries in the short period
of a few days have through frank and sincere talks
between both sides reached satisfactory agreements on
important questions of common interest, and will publish
a joint communique. Undoubtedly, these important
agreements between the two countries will go down in
history as a new milestone in the annals of Sino-Nepalese
relations.  Your Excellency Mr. Prime Minister, please
allow me, on behalf of the Chinese Government and
people and in my own name, to extend hearty con-
gralulations to the Royal Government of Nepal and the
Nepalese people, and to Your Excellency and all the
other distinguished guests.

It is by no means fortuitous that the Chinese and
Nepalese Governments should have been able to achieve
such great results in these talks. This is inseparably
connected with the fact that our two sides have always
had profound mutual understanding and mutual con-
fidence, and that our two countries have consistently
adhered to the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence
and the Bandung spirit. Facts have proved again and
again that so long as the Asian and African countries
adopt an attitude of mutual understanding and mutual
trust, and persist in the principles of equality, mutual
benefit, friendship and mutual accommodaltion, there is
no question between them that cannot be settled rea-
sonably through peaceful consullations. The new de-
velopment in Sino-Nepalese relations is yet another great
victory for the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence
and the Bandung spirit, and yet another serious defeat
for the forces inimical to Asian-African solidarity.

Your Excellency Mr. Prime Minister and the other
distinguished guests accompanying you have also in the
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past few days visited some cities and villages in our
country. We believe that, through your tour and
inspection, you must have seen how the Chinese people
are engaged in selfless labour for socialist construction.
and how eagerly they desire a lasting peaceful inter-
national environment in which to build up their own
country. We believe, and you also will realize, that the
Chinese people not only want to build up their own
country, but also hope to see all the Asian and African
countries grow speedily prosperous and strong. The
Chinese people deeply realize through their own ex-
perience that political independence will be safeguarded
only by economic independence, and that the Asian and
African countries will be able to defend their indepen-
dence effectively, and thus making greater contributions
to world peace, only when they become developed
economically. In order to manipulate at will the destiny
of the Asian and African countries, imperialism is trying
hard to keep us for ever in a state of poverty and back-
wardness. But the awakened Asian and African peoples
will not act in accordance with the dictates of the im-
perialists.  We are determined to rouse ourselves in a
heroie effort to build our countries into prosperous ones
by mainly relying on our own efforts, and also through
mutual assistance. We are convinced by the experi-
ence of China that this can be done. At present,

Date Agreed for Premier Chou’s
Visit to India

The Chinese and Indian Governments have
agreed that Premier Chou En-lai will visit
Delhi and meet Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru for seven days from April 19 to 25.

In a letter to Prime Minister Nehru dated
March 19, Premier Chou En-lai said:

“The Indian Ambassador to China, Mr.
Parthasarathi, forwarded your letter on March
5. You suggested that the time for my visit to
Delhi might be about April 20. This time is
suitable to me and I entirely agree to it. If it
suits your convenience and that of the Indian
Government, I am prepared to visit Delhi for
seven days, from April 19 to 25.

“I am eagerly looking forward to meeting
you again and visiting you great country.”

A reply [rom Prime Minister Nehru re-
ceived on March 21 agreed to this date.




China’s economic strength is of course still very much
limited, yet, for our common advantage, we are willing
to exchange our experience in construction for mutual
study with other Asian and African countries, and will

not spare our effort to do the small part which we are
able to do.

Your Excellency Mr. Prime Minister, you have
kindly invited me to pay another visit to your friendly
and beautiful country. I am sincerely grateful to you
for this. I hope that I shall in the near future meet Your
Excellency again in Kathmandu and personally to con-
vey to the Nepalese people the cordial greetings and high
respects of the Chinese people.

In conclusion, I propose a toast

To the
friendship,

perpetual flourishing of Sino-Nepalese

To the friendship and solidarity of Asian and
African countries,

To the victory of the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence and the Bandung spirit,

To world peace,

To the prosperity of the Kingdom of Nepal and the
well-being of its people,

To the health of His Excellency Prime Minister and
Madame Koirala and all other distinguished guests, and

To the health of His Majesty Mahendra, King of
Nepal!

Long Live the Friendship Between the
Chinese and Latin American Peoples!

by KUO MO-JO

Following is the text of a speech by Kuo Mo-jo, Vice-
Chairman of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative
Conference and Chairman of the China Peace Committee,
delivered on March 19 at the Meeting of People of Various
Circles of Peking in Support of the Latin American
Peoples and in Celebration of the Founding of the
China-Latin America Friendship Association. Subheads
are ours.—Ed.

Comrades and friends:

Today, people of various circles of Peking are hold-
ing this great and solemn meeting to support the Latin
American peoples and to celebrate the founding of the
China-Latin America Friendship Association. This is
at the same time an expression of the common will of
our 650 million Chinese people. The “Support-the-Latin-
American-Peoples Week” is sponsored by 66 political par-
ties and organizations in the Latin American countries.
It marks an unprecedented upsurge of the national and
democratic movement in Latin America today and has
therefore evoked an enthusiastic response among the Latin
American peoples and progressive mankind through-
out the world. The Chinese people resolutely support
the Latin American peoples’ struggle to safeguard their
national independence and win democratic rights; they
rejoice seeing the vigorous development of that struggle
and the great victories already won. The Chinese people
respond enthusiastically to the “Support-the-Latin-
American-Peoples Week” and heartily wish it new suc-
cesses in further promoting the national and democratic
movement in Latin America. The founding of the China-
Latin America Friendship Association on the eve of this
Week not only speaks well of the Chinese people’s firm
support for the Latin American peoples, but also dem-
onstrates the fact that the 650 million Chinese and 200
million Latin Americans will unite still more closely as
they march forward, shoulder to shoulder, in their com-
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mon struggle against U.S. imperialism and in defence of
world peace.

“Support-the-Latin-American-Peoples Week”

In their statement issued on February 20 this year
concerning the sponsoring of this Week, the 66 political
parties and organizations in Lalin America point out that
it is the force of U.S. imperialism which is holding the
peoples of the Latin American countries in backwardness
and poverty and opposing their independent development
and progress. Since the penctration of U.S. capital into
Latin America, many countries there have been turned
into semi-colonies enslaved by the United States. It has
utilized reactionary cliques in these countries to control
their governments so as to plunder the natural resources
of these countries and extract huge profits, while their
peoples live and die in terrible poverty. The statement
emphasizes the fact that the patriotic struggle being
waged to secure respect for national sovereignty, for de-
mocracy and for an independent development of the econ-
omy, demands fhat the peoples of the Latin American
countries unite and strengthen their mutual assistance.
The statement calls on all Latin American peoples to sup-
port the Cuban revolution and the just struggles of the
peoples of Venezuela, the Dominican Republic, Nicaragua,
Paraguay, Haiti, Puerto Rico, Panama, Guatemala and
Argentina. The statement is not only a profound expo-
sure of the reality of the enslavement and exploitation
the Latin American peoples have suffered for so many
years at the hands of U.S. imperialism, but is also a
reflection of their common determination to put an end
to this enslavement and exploitation. That is why it
has evoked a wide response among the Latin American
peoples. We are confident that this “Support-the-Latin-
American-Peoples Week” will further inspire the Latin
American peoples in waging an extensive struggle against
U.S. aggression and control, promote closer unity among
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them. and bring about a new upsurge in the national
and democratic movement which has been developing so
vigorously during the past few years.

It is with boundless joy that we have followed the
vigorous development of the national and democratic
movement over the past few years in Latin America. We
want to cheer it on. We cheer its glorious victories and
its bright future. It is like a giant torch burning brightly
in the dark night, guiding 200 million people on a swift
march towards the dawn. We cheer the fact that there.
far away on the opposite shore of the Pacific, under the
most direct aggression and intervention by U.S. imperial-
ism, millions upon millions of our brothers and sisters
are waging a heroic and unyielding struggle; the ringing
echo of their triumphant songs is constantly borne to our
ears. The national and democratic struggles of the Latin
American peoples are rolling on like tidal waves, with
each new upsurge having a greater impact than the one
before it.  The lackeys of U.S. imperialism — the reac-
tionary dictatorships in Latin America— have been
thrown out one after another. The very few remaining
ones are on their last legs. But the people’s forces are
growing vigorously. Nothing can stop them. There is
a sharp contrast between the new-born people’s forces
and the decaying reactionary forces.

Revolutionary Cuba Indomitable

Especially encouraging has been the triumph of the
Cuban revolution n January 1959. This brought about
a significant change in the situation throughout Latin
America.  Cuba is the first Latin American country to
overthrow a dictatorial government and smash U.S. con-
trol by armed struggle. The Cuban revolutionary gov-
ernment led by Prime Minister Fidel Castro has broadly
mobilized the masses, and fully demonstrated their
strength.  In the past year, the Cuban Government has
introduced many progressive, anti-imperialist and anti-
feudal measures. resolutely suppressed the national trai-
tors and renegades [rom the revolution and restricted
exploitation by foreign capital. It is also working ener-
getically to carry through land reform and extensively
organize the militia. Cuba, a country situated at the
very doorstep of the United States, has not only stood
firm throughout the past year in the face of grave threats
and numerous acts of intervention on the part of U.S.
imperialism, but also continued to advance from victory
to viciory. Revolutionary Cuba is like a robust tropical
palm tree, growing in storm, becoming ever more in-
domitable. Prime Minister Fidel Castro in a speech on
March 14 called on the Cuban people to be spiritually
prepared for a prolonged struggle. He said: “It does not
matter how many months or years we must carry on the
struggle. For the sake of the sovereignty and progress
already won, the Cuban people are prepared to pay the
price. The Cuban people are prepared to face any ag-
gression and attack, no matter where it comes from.” He
concluded emphatically: “We are convinced that we will
triuraph over the enemy.” These words of Prime Minister
Fidel Castro fully express the great revolutionary spirit
of the Cuban people, and their firm confidence in vie-
tory. They show that no force on earth can overwhelm
the revolutionary Cuban peop's.
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The victory of the Cuban revolution has set a
splendid example for the liberation of the peoples of
Latin American countries. It shows that any people
courageous enough to struggle for their liberation, can
surely achieve it. This has, therefore, mightily encour-
aged 200 million people to advance to new battles. The
Cuban revolution has exerted an active influence during
the past year on the struggles of the Venezuelan, Do-
minican, Nicaraguan, Panamanian, Paraguayan. Argen-
tine and other Central and South American peoples. Now,
all over Latin America. from the plantations to the mines,
from the villages to the cities, the people's struggle, tak-
ing many forms, spreads like a prairie fire. Of course,
the struggle of the Cuban people also enjoys the active
support of all the Latin American peoples. It is precisely
because the Cuban people have 200 million brothers and
sisters in Latin America and all progressive mankind
behind them that, up till the present, though the U.S.
wolf has committed many shameful crimes of interven-
tion against the Cuban revolution, it does not as yet dare
come forth itself to launch direct armed aggression
against Cuba. The inspiration and encouragement which
the Cuban people and peoples of other countries give to
each other in the common struggle are adding strength
to the surging tide of the national and democratic move-
ment in Latin America.

Flames in U.S. Imperialism’s “Backyard”

The national and democratic movement in Latin
America is an important component part of the struggle
of the world’s people against imperialism and for peace,
democracy and national liberation. Every advance and
every victory in this movement has an impor-
tant bearing on the struggles of the peoples of Asia,
Africa and the rest of the world. The Latin American
peoples, by spreading the flames of struggle in the “back-
vard” of the United States, turning its rear into a battle-
front, and forcing U.S. imperialism into the awkward
position of having enemies both at front and rear, are
giving powerful support and co-operation to the struggles
of the Asian and African peoples to win and safeguard
their national independence. The struggles of the peo-
ples of the world influence and support each other. The
upsurge of the Asian and African national liberation
movements in recent years has greatly inspired the Latin
Amecrican peoples in their struggle. Today, the victories
of the Latin American peoples, in turn, greatly inspire
the struggles waged by the peoples of Asia and Africa.
It is our firm belief that, supported by the powerful
socialist camp headed by the Soviet Union, the national
and democratic movement in Asia, Africa and Latin
America will continue to advance to new heights, there-
by greatly accelerating the final collapse of the imperial-
ist and colonialist system.

U.S. imperialism, like all other reactionary forces,
will not, of course, sit back to wait for its end to come.
It is still struggling desperately, trying to save itself
from a steady decline. It has manifested an extremity
of fear and hatred towards the vigorous development of
Latin America’s national and democratic movement. and
especially towards the victory of the Cuban revolution.
U.S. imperialism regards Cuba as a thorn in its side which
must be removed by every means within its power. It
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dreams of drowning this bright pearl of the Caribbean
once again in a sea of blood.

U.S. Wolf Dons Sheep’s Clothing

For more than a year now, U.S. imperialism has
used every base and evil means ranging from lies and
slander to assassination and bombing, from economic
blockade to military threats, from stepping up internal
subversion to plotting international intervention, in a
vain attempt to turn Cuba into a second Guatemala. U.S.
imperialism has not yet launched a direct military in-
vasion, not because the warriors at the Pentagon are
seriously thinking of putting down their butcher’s knife,
but because the White House, opposed by the peoples of
Latin America and the whole world and confronted by
the situation of the East wind prevailing over the West
wind, dares not rashly repeat the mistake it once made
in Korea and Lebanon. It seems that U.S. imperialism
has learnt a lesson after repeated failures: from now on
the wolf will have to don sheep’s clothing. So the tac-
tics of splitting, sowing discord, deceit and other tricks
are being introduced. On top of all this, the mask of
“peace and friendship” is also put on. Such is the
purpose of Eisenhower’s recent tour of South America.

Why did Eisenhower take the trouble of going to
Latin America in person not long ago? His real intention
was none other than to disrupt the unity of the Latin
American peoples, to isolate and smash the Cuban revo-
lution. to break up and suppress Latin America’s national
and democratic movement in the hope of buttressing U.S.
imperialism’s collapsing overlordship in Latin America.
Although Mr. President everywhere put on a smiling face
and talked in honeyed tones. he did not succeed in fraud-
ulently winning good feeling among the Latin American
peoples. In some places, to get away from mass demon-
strations. Mr. President had to fly around in a helicopter.
It seems that tear gas bombs are harder to bear than
rotten eggs and tomatoes. So the Presidential tour in
1960 failed even more miserably than Vice-President
Nixon's trip in 1958. The reasons are simple: more and
more people have seen through the two-faced tactics, one
“hard,” one “soft,”” of U.S. imperialism. Wolves in sheep’s
clothing are still wolves.

Eisenhower Tricks Fail

A favourite trick pulled by Eisenhower during his
tour of South America was so-called “Pan-Americanism.”
He repeatedly declared his intention to protect Latin
America’s “peace, democracy and freedom,” and to pre-
vent “any country” from using the “methods of invasion.
coercion and subversion” to “interfere with the internal
affairs of the American states.” But the Latin American
peoples know full well that it is U.S. imperialism and no
one else that has broken up and destroyed their peace,
democracy and freedom, that the “any country™ is none
other than U.S. imperialism that has used the methods
of invasion, coercion and subversion to interfere in the
internal affairs of their countries. In a century and
more, the United States has engaged in more than one
hundred cases of territorial annexation and military ag-
gression in Latin American countries. Since World War
11, the United States has staged a whole series of political
coups and revolts in Latin America. The Latin American
peoples will not forget this criminal record and know
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from whem to demand payment of this “debt of blood.”
What they need today is to get themselves united and
to protect their peace, democracy and freedom. to pre-
vent U.S. imperialism from again using the methods of
invasion, coercion and subversion to interfere in the in-
ternal affairs of their countries, and to prevent U.S. im-
perialism from using “Pan-Americanism”™ as a cover to
maintain its “peace, democracy and freedom” of enslav-
ing and plundering Latin America. Thus Eisenhower's
first trick, this so-called “Pan-Americanism,” is nothing
but a “robber-acting-like-a-cop™ tactic and has proved
ineffective.

Eisenhower’s second trick is to boast about U.S. eco-
nomic and technical “aid” to Latin America, about the
*generous and disinterested” investments made by Wall
Street bosses. But the Latin American peoples know
full well, too, how U.S. imperialism. through this so-
called “aid” and “free investment” over so many wvears.
has come to control almost the entire economic life of
Latin America, turning the Latin American countries into
low-price raw material exporting countries, with single-
pattern economies directly serving U.S. industrial pro-
duction. Buying U.S. goods at a high price, they are thus
doubly exploited by U.S. monopoly capital. U.S. private
investments today control 95 per cent of Chile's copper,
90 per cent of Venezuela's petroleum. 80 per cent of
Mexico's mining industry. and practically all of the fruit
production of Central America. The United States is
robbing the Latin American peoples of the fruits of their
hard labour, leaving them only in poverty and humilia-
tion. So the fact is that it is the Latin American peoples
who have fattened the Wall Street bosses and not the
Wall Street bosses who have aided Latin American eco-
nomic development; it is the U.S. imperialist wolf that
cannol drag its mouth away from the blood-sucking tube
which it has stuck into the heart of Latin America and
not the Latin American working people who cannot do
without the whip and bayonet of the U.S. bosses. Yet
Eisenhower acted as if he were a great benefactor. No
wonder the Latin American peoples are infuriated.

But Eisenhower in Latin America did not forget to
talk a lot about the increase of strength, attempting to
induce the Latin American countries into “trusting the
United States’ power as an anchor of the security of the
free world.” The wolf’s tail is again exposed 1o view.
His purpose is clear. It is to intimidate the Cuban revo-
lution and the liberation struggles of other peocples, and
to create a public opinion in favour of armed interven-
tion. But the Latin American peoples have learnt enough
from their experiences in bloodshed. They know that
since World War II, the numerous U.S. military activi-
ties carried out in Latin America behind an anti-Soviet
and anti-Communist smokescreen. including the “chain™
of military bases stretching from the Caribbean Sea to
Argentina, are aimed primarily at suppressing the na-
tional and democratic movement in the Latin American
countries. The United States has again shamelessly
brought up the notorious “Caracas Declaration,” voicing
its intention to maintain “Pan-American collective se-
curity” in accordance with the spirit of that Declaration.
But who does not know that only two months aiter the
Declaration was signed under U.S. pressure in 1954, it
was used by the United States as a pretext to carry out
armed subversion of the democratic government of Gua-
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Peoples of the World and the Latin American Peoples Are One!

temala? The Latin American peoples had long ago seen
through this dirty trick and everywhere raised their
voice in opposition. They shout with wrath: “Yankees,
go home!” And at the same time they hail: “Long live
the Cuban revolution!” This is a vivid expression of
their unequivocal love and hatred.

The Latin American peoples sent Eisenhower back
to the White House frightened and disappointed. His
mask of “peace and friendship” and his treacherous
schemes of division and dissension have not only failed
to pacify the Latin American peoples’ anti-imperialist
wrath, to weaken their unity, or to isolate the Cuban
revolution, but, on the contrary, helped promote the
struggle and unity of the Latin American peoples, height-
en the prestige of the Cuban revolution, and leave the
United States itsell in still greater isolation. In reply to
Eisenhower’s new scheme of enslaving Latin America. the
Latin American peoples are organizing resolute action —
the "Suppurl-lhv—I.ulin-Amcrican-Pcnples Wecek.”

Chinese-Latin American Friendship

The Chinese people view the development of the
Latin American peoples’ national and democratic move-
ment with boundless enthusiasm. The Chinese and Latin
American peoples share a common destiny. We Chinese
people have always regarded the struggles of the Latin
American peoples as our own struggles, their victories
as our own victories. This is because the Chinese people
have had similar experiences to the Latin American peo-
ples and face common tasks of struggle. The Chinese
people struggled for nearly a hundred vears under im-
perialist aggression. They have a profound understand-
ing and lasting memory of the agonies they endured in
imperialist enslavement. The imperialists once seized
our territories, slaughtered our people and robbed us of
our wealth, both material and cultural. Foreign gunboats
once roamed our territorial sea and inland waters un-
checked, and foreign capitalists once whipped, shot down
and killed our workers. It pains us even today to recall
the humiliations of those days. In the past ten years we
have completed the initial phase of changing the face
of our country. Nevertheless, our territory, Taiwan, is
still occupied by U.S. imperialism, our territorial sea and
air are still subjected to frequent threats from U.S. im-
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perialism.  Therefore, the enemy of
the Chinese people and the enemy of
the Latin American peoples are one
and the same imperialism. The
criminals who are occupying Taiwan
and who are bombing Cuba’s sugar
cane fields both come from the same
place. To oppose our common enemy,
the Chinese people will always stand
on the side of the Cuban people and
all other Latin American peoples, and
will give resolute support to their
just struggles.

The history of friendly relations
between the Chinese and Latin
American peoples is a long one. As
far back as the time when the Latin
American  peoples were fighting
against the Spanish colonialists, overseas Chinese there
shed their blood in lofty friendship with the Latin
American peoples. When the Chinese people were fight-
ing the War of Resistance to Japanese Aggression and
the War of Liberation, the Latin American peoples gave
their righteous support in many forms to the Chinese
people. We are greatly pleased to find that in the past
few years, especially in the past year, friendly relations
between the Chinese and Latin American peoples in the
cultural, economic and political fields have all seen a
new and rapid development. This has greatly helped to
promote mutual understanding and support between us.
In the national and democratic struggles of the Latin
American peoples, especially in that of the heroic Cuban
people, the Chinese people find inspiration for stepping
up their socialist construction. At the same time, the
great leap forward in China's socialist construction will
be of help to the Latin American peoples’ just struggles.
Neither mountains nor oceans will interfere with our
close ties: neither wind nor storm will shake our fra-
ternal friendship. The China-Latin America Friendship
Association founded a few days ago will surely and con-
stantly help strengthen and consolidate these ties and
[riendship, and thereby make still greater contributions
Lo our common cause.

by Chiu Sha

By a combined effort of the socialist forces. the na-
tional revolutionary forces and the peace and democratic
forces, the international situation as a whole is develop-
ing in a direction ever more favourable to peace. Although
U.S. imperialism is still carrying on a hopeless struggle,
constantly trying out new schemes and tactics. nothing
can save it from the sure fate of death. The present-
day situation is immensely favourable to the national and
democratic movement of the Lalin American peoples and
to the struggle of the Asian and African peoples to win
and safeguard their national independence. Under such
splendid conditions, we are firmly convinced that the
peoples of the Latin American countries will become
more closely united, that the peoples of Asia. Africa and
Latin America will become more closely united, that the
peace-loving peoples of all the world will become more
closely united, keeping a sharply vigilant eye on the
imperialists and colonialists, and making ever greater ef-
forts in their struggle. Many zigzags and difficulties will
still appear on the road of progress, but there can be
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only one outcome and that is the triumph of the just
cause of the world’s peoples and the complete failure of
imperialism and colonialism.

A New, Free Latin America

Comrades and friends! As we are gathered here in
response to the call of the “Support-the-Latin-American-
Peoples Week” and to celebrate the founding of the
China-Latin America Friendship Association, the heroic
Cuban people and all the Latin American peoples are
fighting valiantly at the very front of the batile against
U.S. imperialism. The voice of their national heroes
Bolivar and Jose Marti is like spring thunder rolling in
the sky over Latin America. The storm of national and
democratic revolution has arrived. A new, free Latin

Peking Mass Rally

America is coming to birth. Let us cheer it with all our
hearts:

Onward, heroic Latin American peoples!

Onward, heroic African and Asian peoples!

Let us unite, and smash U.S. imperialist ecnslave-
ment, exploitation and assaults against the peoples of
various countries!

Long live the friendship between the Chinese people
and the peoples of the Latin American countries!

Long live the friendship and unity between the Asian,
African and Latlin American peoples!

Long live the great unity of the peoples of the world!

Long live world peace!

650 Million Chinese Stand By

Latin America

by OUR CORRESPONDENT

¢’ HE storm of national and democratic revolution has
arrived. A new, free Latin America is coming lo
birth!”” Ten thousand people gathered in the huge
auditorium cheered Kuo Mo-jo's words. The rally in the
Great Hall of the People in Peking on March 19, on the
eve of the “Support-the-Latin-American-Peoples Week,”
was fully in the great revolutionary internationalist tradi-
tion of Peking, of the Chinese people. Sponsored by the
China-Latin America Friendship Association to celebrate
its recent establishment and express China’s support for
the Latin American peoples, its honorary presidium in-
cluded Premier Chou En-lai, Vice-Chairman of the Stand-
ing Committee of the Nalional People’s Congress Peng
Chen, Vice-Premier Chen Yi, President of the China-
Latin America Friendship Association Chu Tu-nan, and
leaders of other popular national organizations. Many
Latin American visitors, students and experis working
in Peking were among the foreign guests who attended.
The keynote of the rally was the close amity between
China and Latin America at this time of a new upsurge
in the worldwide anti-imperialist struggle. Chinese and
Latin Americans sat side by side on the rostrum. Behind
them, the colourful flags of the 20 Lalin American states
hung alongside the flag of the People’s Republic of China.
Three giant banners draped over the balconies pro-
claimed: Long live the friendship and solidarity of the
peoples of China and Latin America! Resolute support
for the national and democratic movement in Latin
America! All out backing for the Cuban people’s struggle
against U.S. imperialist aggression! Speakers, Chinese
and Latin American, were at one in pledging mutual
support in the common struggle against U.S. imperialism
and in wishing success to the new association in its work.
Many messages of solidarity and good wishes were read
out to the rally, sent by Latin American organizations for
friendship with China and distinguished Latin Americans.
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China is wholehearted in her support to the national
and democratic struggles of the Latin American peoples.
In 1954, news of the Washington-staged coup against the
democratic Arbenz government of Guatemala set off a
storm of protest throughout the nation. The victory of
the Cuban revolution at the beginning of 1959 was
grecled with widespread rejoicing. In Peking and other
Chinese cities mass meetings were held to pledge soli-
darity with the Cuban people. Since then, every attempt
by the Uniled States to browbeat Cuba and undermine
ils revolution, every Washington plot to repress the
Latin American peoples and prolong colonialist exploita-
tion there, whether in Panama or Bolivia, in the
Dominican Republic or in Paraguay, has been denounced
by Chinese public opinion.

There is a profound reason for the solidarity and
unswerving support the Chinese people give to the Latin
American peoples. As Kuo Mo-jo said at the rally, “The
encmy of the Chinese people and the enemy of the Latin
American peoples are one and the same imperialism. The
criminals who are occupying Taiwan and who are bomb-
ing Cuba’s sugar cane fields come from the same place.”
Or, as Vice-President of the All-China Federation of
Trade Unions Li Chieh-po put it: “The Chinese people
suffered for decades from aggression and oppression by
the imperialists. It is this bilter experience that inspires
them with brotherly sympathy for the Latin American
peoples in the oppression they are subjected to and to
feel elaled by every success they achieve in their strug-
gle.”

The representatives of the Latin American peoples
at the rally made it clear that these sentiments are re-
ciprocated. “The fabrications and slanders of the im-
perialist press agencies about the Chinese revolution in
the past ten years have not succeeded in eroding the
admiration and friendship our people have for the Chi-
nese people,” declared Guillermo Espevez Boero, Chair-
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man of the University Students’ Association of Argentina.
The famous Chilean painter Jose Venturrelli who has
lived in Peking for several years as Vice-Secretary-General
of the Peace Council of the Asian and Pacific Region de-
scribed the sentiments of his people. “In grasping the hand
extended across the Pacific by the Chinese people, we
Latin Americans know that this represents more than
just 800 million people greeting cach other; it signifies
the fact that a fraternal and indestructible link has been
forged. Even the widest and deepest ocean is no barrier
in the cause of the united anti-imperialist struggle of our
peoples.” The other Latin American speakers, Madame
de Conitzer of Bolivia and Professor Estrela of Brazil,
also dwelt on the same theme.

At the present moment the Chinese people are watch-
ing with keenest attention and vigilance the attempts of
the United States to hold back and smother the Cuban
revolution. This support for Cuba, which today is the
central expression of China-Latin American solidarity,
inspired the great ovation that greeted Ismerio Vivas.
representative of the University Students’ Association of
Cuba, when he rose to speak at the rally. He was
applauded again and again when he described Cuban de-
termination to defend and carry forward their revolution
and expressed the thanks of the Cuban people to the
Chinese Government and people for their sympathy and
support for the Cuban revolution “at this difficult but
great moment.”

The participants of the rally listened with intense
interest to the address by the Vice-Director of the Hsin-
hua News Agency Teng Kang giving his impressions of
his recent visit to Cuba. He told of the heroic efforts of
the Cuban people to carry out the land reform and develop
their national economy, of their firm stand in face of
the attacks of the U.S. imperialists and of the warm

friendship they have for the Chinese people. There was
tumultuous applause again when he quoted the words
of Premier Castro: “We are not afraid of any threat.
We have the greatest sense of security. With the support
of the people, we are strong.”

The rally concluded with the sending of a warm
message of greetings and support to the Latin American
societies for [riendship with China. It said: “The Chi-
nese people warmly respond to the ‘Support-the-Latin-
Amcrican-Peoples Week’ and resolutely support the just
struggle of the Cuban and all Latin American peoples
against U.S. imperialist aggression. . .. We are con-
fident that in this period of the East wind prevailing over
the West wind and with the support of the peace-loving
peoples of the world, final victory will certainly go to
the just struggle of the Latin American peoples.”

- * -

S we go to press, the activities of the “Support-the-

Latin-American-Peoples Week” are continuing through-
out China. The daily press, periodicals and radio are
carrying a great deal of material on the struggles of the
Latin American peoples. While giving expression to
China’s support for these struggles, they also stress the
vital importance of Latin American solidarity at this
particular juncture in world affairs. Chinese national
trade union, youth, women and peace organizations have
sent cables of support to their counterparts in Latin
America.

In all these activities the new China-Latin America
Friendship Association is playing an eminent role. There
can be no doubt that it will give a big impetus to still
closer relations between China and the Latin American
countries. A powerful link has been forged. This will
be of great significance in the common struggle against
U.S. imperialism.

China-Latin America

The Association was established on March 16. 1t is
jointly sponsored by the All-China Federation of Trade
Unions, the China Peace Committee, the Chinese People’s
Association for Cultural Relations with Foreign Coun-
tries, the China Council for the Promotion of Interna-
tional Trade, the Chinese People’s Instilute of Foreign
Affairs, the Red Cross and the national youth, women,
artists, writers, journalists, scientists, doctors, lawyers,
and sportsmen associations.

Chu Tu-nan, concurrently President of the Chinese
People’s Association for Cultural Relations with Foreign
Countries, was elected President. Its Vice-Presidents are
Hu Yu-chih, Chi Chao-ting, Wu Leng-hsi, Yao Chen, Tung
Chun-tsai and Chou Erh-fu. Its purpose is to support the
struggles of the Latin American peoples and promote
friendship, solidarity and cultural and economic exchanges
between the Chinese and Latin American peoples.

Even before the Association was set up there was a
rapid growth of contacts between the peoples of China
and the Latin American countries. A great interest in
the new China has attracted a steady stream of Latin
American visitors to these shores. They have included
many oulstanding representatives of their countries in
the arts, sciences, liberal professions and polities. In the

Friendship Association

other direction, Chinese delegations representing various
groups — cultural, trade union, youth, women — have
toured many Latin American countries. The Chinese
acrobatic troupe and Peking opera troupe which per-
formed in several Lalin American countries made a name
for themselves among art lovers there. Progressive Latin
American art and literature, such as the works of Mexican
painters, the writings of Marti, Neruda and Guillen,
and many of the films, folk songs and dances of the
Latin  American countries, have gained a similar
popularity in China. There are now organizations devoted
Lo promoting friendship with China in 11 Latin American
countries. including Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico and
Venezuela. These have done a great deal of work in
promoling understanding of New China and friendship
for the Chinese people.

The March 19 rally was itself a good example of the
fruits of this cultural exchange. The programme pre-
sented by Chinese artists included Cuban, Brazilian,
Chilean and Mexican songs and a Bolivian folk dance;
the Brazilian pianist Arnaldo Estrela and violinist
Mariuccia lacovino played two compositions by Chinese
musicians. It will be the task of the new association to
continue to foster and extend these cultural and other
contacls.

March 22, 1960
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Foreign Minister Chen Yi's Letter to
Indonesian Foreign Minister Subandrio

— Urging a Speedy Agreement on the Sending of Overseas Chinese
Back to China

Peking, March 15, 1960
His Excellency Dr. Subandrio,
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia,
Djakarta.

Your Excellency,

I have received Your Excellency’s letter of January
23, 1960. I am glad to note that Your Excellency, on
behall of the Indonesian Government, has once again
expressed the determination to settle the overseas Chi-
nese question on the basis of strengthening mutual
friendship. Now, instruments of ratification of the Treaty
Concerning the Question of Dual Nationality have been
exchanged between our two countries and the Joint Com-
mitlee for the implementation of the Treaty has been set
up. Negotiations between our two sides on the sending
back of overseas Chinese are also in progress. The first
group of overseas Chinese transported by ships sent by
the Chinese Government have returned to China. These
facts indicate that a good start has already been made
in an overall settlement of the overseas Chinese question
and that provided the two sides sincerely co-operate with
cach other and continue to eliminate the existing difficul-
ties, a fair and reasonable settlement of the overseas Chi-
nese question can be achieved step by step.

As Your Excellency is aware, the Chinese Govern-
ment has consistently adopted a positive attitude towards
the settlement of the overseas Chinese question. The
Chinese Government has always hoped that overseas Chi-
nese holding dual nationality will be able smoothly to
choose Indonesian nationality in accordance with their
own will, while those overseas Chinese who want, of
their own will, to retain Chinese nationality can also
continue to reside in Indonesia, with their proper rights
and interests respected, and to make contributions to the
local economic development. After the emergence in
Indonesia of activities of antagonism and discrimination
against the Chinese, the Chinese Government, still at-
taching importance to friendship between the two coun-
tries and adhering to its consistent stand, has put forward
a proposal for the overall settlement of the overseas Chi-
nese question. The positive role which has been played
by overseas Chinese in the economic development of
Indonesia is beyond doubt. However, seeing that the
Indonesian Government stresses that overseas Chinese
can no longer adapt themselves to the economic develop-
ment of Indonesia, and that in fact a considerable part of
the overseas Chinese have already been deprived of their
means of livelihood and reduced to great distress, the
Chinese Government has deemed it necessary, in its pro-
posal for the overall scttlement of the overseas Chinese
question, to raise the question of sending back to China
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those overseas Chinese who are unable to make a living
and do not wish to continue to reside in Indonesia. This
is a major effort made by the Chinese Government to
open a way out of the difficult situation on the overseas
Chinese question. The Chinese Government has repeat-
edly asked the Indonesian Government to take up the
responsibility of sending overseas Chinese back to China
in accordance with their own will, and has made prepara-
tions for the reception and settlement of the returned
overseas Chinese. Since the Indonesian Government has
indicated that for the present it has difficulties in provid-
ing ships, the Chinese Government has taken the initia-
tive in sending ships to transport oversecas Chinese back
to China. These facts fully show the sincere desire of
the Chinese Government to settle the overseas Chinese
question.

The Indonesian Government has repeatedly promised
that it will not obstruct those overseas Chinese who wish
to return to China but will do its best to help them. The
Chinese Government welcomes this. However, we can-
not but be worried over the fact that returning overseas
Chinese have recently been subjected to all sorts of dif-
ficulties in Indonesia. Some of the overseas Chinese de-
siring to return to China have been prevented from
leaving their place of residence or “internment centre”;
others have encountered various delays and obstructions
on their way to the ports of assembly and after arriving
there. The returning overseas Chinese are subjected to
many restrictions in bringing with them their belong-
ings, including daily necessities. Exit inspections, which
should have been normal procedures for the returning
overseas Chinese, have on some occasions been turned
into deliberate harassment of their departure. I believe
that these happenings are not intended by the leaders
of the Indonesian Government. But they are actual facts
and have already given rise to serious uneasiness among
the overseas Chinese. Being rendered unable to stay on
in Indonesia where they have lived for generations, and
yel prevented from returning to their motherland smooth-
ly, it is natural that they cannot but feel distressed. The
Chinese Government hopes that the Indonesian Govern-
ment will take measures to improve the situation speedily
so that overseas Chinese desiring to return to China can
do so at an early date.

OW, large numbers of overseas Chinese ask to return

to China, and the work of sending them back is quite
complicated. The Chinese Government deems it necessary
for the two sides to make appropriate overall arrange-
ments for this work. Ambassador Huang Chen, on behalf
of the Chinese Government, has already submitted the
following requests to the Indonesian Government on the
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question of sending overseas Chinese back to China: (1)
To put an end to the forcible evacuation of over-
seas Chinese and other acts of persecution, stop con-
centrating overseas Chinese in specified places, and that
the Indonesian Government, in executing its decrees relat-
ing to overseas Chinese, allow them a certain period of
time to make their choice and prepare either for evacua-
tion or return to China; (2) to release all overseas Chi-
nese detained in the course of their compulsory evacua-
tion; (3) that the Indonesian Government provide for the
livelihood of those overseas Chinese who were forcibly
moved and sent to internment centres, and compensate
them for their losses; (4) that it assist those overseas Chi-
nese who have lost their means of livelihood or who do
not want to continue to reside in Indonesia, to proceed to
designated ports of assembly to await their return to
China, and guarantee their safety en route to the ports
and be responsible for their accommodation and board at
the ports; (5) to permit those overseas Chinese desiring
to return to China to sell their properties and bring back
their money and belongings, and permit the dismissed
oversecas Chinese workers to bring back all their wages
and discharge fees; (6) that the Indonesian Government
speedily arrange shipping facilities, send the above-
mentioned overseas Chinese back by stages and in groups,
and ensure their safety on their way back to China. 1
am glad to learn that Your Excellency has indicated that
the above-mentioned requests made by the Chinese Gov-
ernment are constructive opinions which can serve as
the basis for settling the question of sending overseas
Chinese back to China. The Chinese Government sug-
gests that the two sides, through consultations, speedily
conclude an agreement on the sending of overseas Chi-
nese back to China on the basis of the above-mentioned
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Key to a Smooth

requests. If the Indonesian Government now still has
difficulties in providing ships, the Chinese Government
is willing to continue to send ships for transporting over-
seas Chinese back to China, and to inform the Indonesian
Government of the date of departure of each ship as
early as possible so that it may make arrangements in
advance and that unnecessary delays in the return of the
overseas Chinese may be avoided. We hope that, through
co-operation between the two sides, the work of sending
overseas Chinese back to China will be carried on smooth-
ly, thus creating favourable conditions for an overall
settlement of the overseas Chinese question.

China and Indonesia are friendly countries and
friendship between the two peoples is long-lasting, while
the present state of affairs detrimental to friendship be-
tween the two countries which has arisen in connection
with the overseas Chinese question is only temporary.
The correspondence between Your Excellency and my-
self has already enabled our two countries to find some
common grounds in settling the overseas Chinese ques-
tion. We believe that, so long as the two sides adhere to
the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence and the spirit
of the Bandung Conference and seriously conduct friendly
consultations, the negotiations under way between our
two countries will make smooth progress, an early overall
reasonable settlement of the overseas Chinese question
can be expected, and the friendly relations between our
two countries will surely be safegudrded and develop.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your
Excellency the assurances of my highest consideration.

(Signed) CHEN YI
Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the People’s Republic of China

Settlement of the

Overseas Chinese Question

Following is the text of an editorial published in
“Renmin Ribao” on March 18 under the title “Sincere Co-
operation Is the Key to a Smooth Settlement of the Over-
seas Chinese Question.” — Ed.

ON March 15, Foreign Minister Chen Yi replied to In-

donesian Foreign Minister Subandrio’s second letter.
He suggested that the two sides, through consultations,
speedily conclude an agreement on the sending of over-
seas Chinese back to China on the basis of the six re-
quests submitted by Ambassador Huang Chen to the
Indonesian Government on behalf of the Chinese Govern-
ment, so as to create favourable conditions for an overall
settlement of the overseas Chinese question. This is a
positive proposal. The Chinese people fully support this
proposal made by Foreign Minister Chen Yi on behalf of
the Chinese Government.

March 22, 1960

We are very glad to note that a good start has already
been made towards the overall settlement of the overseas
Chinese question. On January 20, the Chinese and In-
donesian Governments exchanged in Peking the instru-
ments of ratification of the treaty on dual nationality. On
January 25, the Joint Committee for implementing the
treaty was set up in Djakarta. Negotiations are in pro-
gress between the two countries on the sending of overseas
Chinese back to China. And the first group of overseas
Chinese boarding ships dispatched by the Chinese Gov-
ernment have already come back to their homeland. Now
the Chinese Government has made another constructive
effort. This fully bears out its sincere desire to seek a
reasonable settlement of the overseas Chinese question
and uphold Sino-Indonesian friendship. We hope that the
Indonesian Government will, in a spirit of friendly co-
operation, join efforts with our Government first to reach
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an agreement on the sending back of overseas Chinese
and then proceed to remove other obstacles and seek a
fair, reasonable and early settlement of the overseas Chi-
nese question.

UR Government has always cherished Chinese-In-

donesian friendship and adhered to a positive approach
to solving the overseas Chinese question. It hopes that
the solution to this question will be in the interest of
both the overseas Chinese and Indonesia. No one can
deny that the overseas Chinese have played a positive
role in Indonesia’s economic development. Foreign
Minister Subandrio, in the joint communique issued with
Foreign Minister Chen Yi last year, also emphasized that
“the economic resources of those Chinese nationals will
still play a useful role in the economic development of
Indonesia.” Therefore, the Chinese Government has
always maintained that through a reasonable settlement
of the question of their dual nationality, the maximum
number of overseas Chinese should be enabled to choose
Indonesian nationality of their own will and thus become
Indonesian citizens free from discrimination. As to
those overseas Chinese who choose to retain Chinese na-
tionality, the Chinese Government hopes that, with their
proper rights and interests respected and protected, they
will in so far as possible stay in Indonesia; and that they
will live in amity and friendship with the Indonesian peo-
ple and continue to make positive contributions to the
development of Indonesia. It was in this very spirit that
the Chinese Government concluded, in 1955, with the
Indonesian Government the treaty on dual nationality of
the overseas Chinese. This was a significant effort made
by our Government for a basic solution of the overseas
Chinese question.

However, four years alter the signing of this treaty,
widespread activities antagonistic to and discriminatory
against the Chinese emerged in Indonesia. Certain in-
fluential circles in Indonesia repeatedly emphasized that
the overseas Chinese could not adapt themselves to the
economic development of Indonesia and excluded them
from normal economic life. As a result, a substantial
number of overseas Chinese lost their means of livelihood,
fell into dire straits and became homeless. Even under
such circumstances, our Government still set great store
by the friendship between the two countries and put for-
ward the three-point proposal for an overall settlement
of the overseas Chinese question. It requested that the
Indonesian Government at the earliest date exchange in-
struments of ratification of the Treaty Concerning the
Question of Dual Nationality with our Government so
that the treaty can come into effect and be implemented
shortly; and that the Indonesian Government give genu-
ine protection to the proper rights and interests of those
overseas Chinese who want, of their own will, to retain
Chinese nationality or whose choice of Indonesian na-
tionality is not approved. The Chinese Government
particularly stated that in the case of those overseas Chi-
nese who have lost their means of livelihood or who do
not wish to remain in Indonesia, the Chinese Govern-
ment is prepared, in accordance with their own desire, to
arrange for their return to China to take part in pro-
duction, and expressed the hope that the Indonesian Gov-
ernment would take the responsibility for sending them
back by stages and in groups.
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The Chinese Government, on its own initiative, pre-
sented the proposal to have the overseas Chinese sent
back to China. This arose not alone from its concern
for the overseas Chinese and the needs of the nation’s
socialist construction but also represented another sincere
effort to find a way out of the difficult situation on the
question of the overseas Chinese. Besides repeatedly
requesting the Indonesian Government to assume re-
sponsibility for sending the overseas Chinese back in ac-
cordance with their own will, our Government has made
a series of arrangements for the reception and settlement
of the returned overseas Chinese. When the Indonesian
Government stated that for the present it had difficulties
in providing ships for the returning overseas Chinese, our
Government, in the interest of the friendship between
the two countries, voluntarily dispatched ships to transport
them. All this fully demonstrates the utmost sincerity of
our Government in solving the overseas Chinese question.

But, these efforts on the part of our Government do
not in the slightest degree lessen the responsibility of the
Indonesian Government for solving the overseas Chinese
question. Judged either from the standpoint of friendly
relations between the two countries or from the code of
international morality, the Indonesian Government has
an inescapable responsibility on the question of sending
the overseas Chinese back to China. The Indonesian
Government has on a number of occasions expressed its
willingness to assume this responsibility. In his letler
of December 11, 1959, to Foreign Minister Chen Yi,
Indonesian Foreign Minister Subandrio said his govern-
ment would not obstruct the return of the overseas Chi-
nese who wished to come back and was prepared to
render assistance to facilitate their return to the home-
land. On February 16 of this year, Foreign Minister
Subandrio again declared to the press that provision of
the maximum assistance and facilities to speed the return
of the overscas Chinese was indeed the policy of the
Indonesian Government. The Chinese people have cvery
reason to expect the Indonesian Government to fulfil its
responsibility and promises. Unfortunately, however,
up to the present moment the matter of the return of the
overseas Chinese still encounters many unwarranted
obstacles. Every kind of difficulty is put in the way of
the overseas Chinese wishing to return to China. The
belongings they are permitted to take with them are
severely limited. On departure they are subjected to
harsh exit inspections and their personal effects destroyed
or detained at will. To date, many overseas Chinese
urgently desiring to return to the motherland are still pre-
venied from leaving. Several vessels sent by our Govern-
ment to transport them are still in Djakarta, unable to
sail unhindered. These actual measures deliberately taken
by influential Indonesian circles to obstruct the return of
the overseas Chinese clearly do not conform to the pro-
mises made by the Indonesian Government.

S to the discriminalory and anti-Chinese activities

in Indonesia, we must point out with deep regret that,
instead of being curbed or stopped, they tend to become
more flagrant. Even Foreign Minister Subandrio admit-
ted, after an inspection tour in West Java to check
conditions of the overseas Chinese last month, that the
forced evacuations had in fact created difficulties for the
overseas Chinese and pained them. Foreign Minister
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Subandrio also announced at the beginning of this month
that a committee had been formed under his direction
which is responsible for dealing with questions relating to
the settlement of the overseas Chinese who have lost their
homes as a result of forced evacuation. It was hoped that
the situation in which the overseas Chinese were unjustly
treated would be rapidly changed. Regrettably, the
facts are not so. The scope of the persecution of
overscas Chinese has been enlarged, the practice of at-
tacking and arresting them has extended from the coun-
tryside to the cities; the means used to persecute them
have also become more cruel. Increasing numbers of
overseas Chinese have been driven to the point where
they have lost all their property and means of livelihood.
Even leaders of the overseas Chinese societies and associa-
tions have been deported. What is especially puzzling is
the fact that at a time when our Government and people
are exercising utmost restraint towards the discriminatory
and anti-Chinese activitics in Indonesia in order to create
a favourable atmosphere for friendly consultations, a
section of the Indonesian press continues to ceaselessly
slander and attack our country. Even certain responsible
officials have also made irresponsible statements slander-
ing our Government as interfering in Indonesia’s internal
affairs. How can these actions be considered to be in the
interest of a reasonable settlement of the overseas Chinese
question and beneficial to the safeguarding of the friend-
ship between the two countries?

This situation naturally created great anxiely among
the masses of overseas Chinese. When they can neither
continue to reside in Indonesia in security nor return to
their homeland without hindrance, how can they help
but feel apprehensive? And, under such circumstances,
what guarantee is there that they will really be able to
make a voluniary choice on the question of nationality?
Moreover, it has been learnt that the Indonesian authori-
ties have recently laid down one-sided provisions on the
choice of nationality by the overseas Chinese. These
provisions do not conform to the spirit of the Sino-
Indonesian treaty on dual nationality and can only stand
in the way of its smooth implementation. If the present
trend of anti-Chinese activities and discrimination against
the overseas Chinese in Indonesia is permitted to go
unchecked, it is bound to complicate the question of the
overseas Chinese still further and the initial achieve-
ments made towards its settlement will be in danger of
being undermined.

At present, large numbers of overseas Chinese are
asking to return home. How to make swift and suitable
arrangements for their return is a pressing problem that
calls for immediate solution. Now, Foreign Minister Chen
Yi has in his letter of reply reiterated the six-point pro-
posal on the question of the sending back of the overseas
Chinese as put forward by Ambassador Huang Chen on
behalf of the Chinese Government. He also indicated
that if the Indonesian Government still has difficulty in
providing ships, the Chinese Government is ready to con-
tinue to send ships to bring the overseas Chinese home
and will notify the Indonesian Government as early as
possible of the sailing dates so that the latter may make
prior arrangements and the return of the overscas Chinese
will not be unnecessarily delayed. These proposals and
indication by the Chinese Government are entirely in
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accord with the circumstance and are most reasonable.
We hope that through consultations both sides will
quickly be able to come to an agreement on the question
of the sending back of the overseas Chinese. We also
hope that the Indonesian Government will take immediate
measures to eliminate artificial barriers and improve the
situation in the matter of the return of the overseas Chi-
nese. A smooth settlement of this problem will, we be-
lieve, create a friendly atmosphere conducive to the
overall settlement of the overseas Chinese question.

IT has now become clear that the key to a smooth
settlement of the question of the overseas Chinese lies
in whether or not both sides are sincerely for co-operation.
This is true both with regard to the question of the send-
ing back to China of the overseas Chinese and the over-
scas Chinese question as a whole. The Chinese Govern-
ment has never interfered, nor will it interfere, in the
internal affairs of other countries. It is up to Indonesia
to decide what kind of policy the Indonesian Govern-
ment chooses to adopt in ils own country. But, if
influential circles in Indonesia make the question of in-
ternal affairs a pretext for wanton persecution of the
overseas Chinese, the Chinese people absolutely will not
tolerate it. Since the question involves the interests of
several million overseas Chinese, it is not an Indonesian
question alone but one which concerns both China and
Indonesia. This makes it essential for both sides to seek
through friendly consultations a settlement beneficial both
to Indonesia and the overseas Chinese. The position of
the Chinese Government on this question is firm and
unswerving. If the Indonesian Government can take ap-
propriate measures now enabling more overseas Chinese
to voluntarily choose Indonesian nationality or residence
in Indonesia, we of course welcome this and are ready,
in co-operation with the Indonesian Government, to do
our best to persuade the overseas Chinese to make such
a choice. If the Indonesian Government considers the
overseas Chinese unwelcome or the latter do not care to
remain in Indonesia, we have no alternative but to bring
them home. In that case, the co-operation of the
Indonesian Government is also required for its successful
realization. Only in this way will Sino-Indonesian friend-
ship be promoted. In short, whether the overseas
Chinese are allowed to continue to reside in Indonesia or
come home, co-operation between both sides is indispen-
sable. Lack of co-operation creates dilficulties; with it,
there is nothing that cannot be resolved.

China and Indonesia are friendly to each other. We
have a common enemy, a common desire to speed con-
struclion in our respective countries and, moreover, the
Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence and the Bandung
spirit as guiding principles in our mutual relations. What
questions are there between us that cannot be settled?
Why should one that could easily be settled be permitted
to become an obstacle to the consolidation of friend-
ship between our two countries? To allow things to go
on as they are can only be to the advantage of the
imperialists who are hostile to Sino-Indonesian friendship
and like nothing better than to see endless discord among
the Asian-African countries. It does not benefit either
the Indonesian or the Chinese people. It should be
realized that the friendship between the Chinese and In-
donesian peoples is everlasting and no force can destroy
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it. The recent overseas Chinese issue between the two
countries is transitory and partial and with effort can
be settled. Since the overall setilement of the overseas
Chinese question has had a good start, the task before
us demands that both sides co-operate in sincerity, remove
existing obstacles and help bring about a smooth settle-
ment. As Foreign Minister Chen Yi wrote in his letter
of reply: “We believe that, so long as the two sides adhere

Socialization of Household Work

to the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence and the
spirit of the Bandung Conference and seriously conduct
friendly consultations, the negotiations under way be-
tween our two countries will make smooth progress, an
early overall reasonable settlement of the overseas
Chinese question can be expecled, and the friendly rela-
tions between our two countries will surely be safeguarded
and develop.”

Chungking—A Pioneer in Collective Life

by KUAN HSIN-JEN

HUNGKING on the upper Yangtse, wartime “capital”

of the Kuomintang, once groaned under the racketeer
rule of bureaucrat-capitalists and landlords backed by
imperialism. Today it is one of the nation’s pioneers in
a new socialist way of urban life. The working people’s
old dream of happiness, “everybody produces; not an
idler in any family” has become a reality there. In
sharp contrast with the decadent individualist bourgeois
way of thinking, “everybody’s business is nobody’s busi-
ness,” in Chungking the business of all is everyone's
concern; a truly collective way of life is being built.

To get a more inlimate idea of what is happening, let
us look at Shanghsinchieh, centre of the South Bank
District of Chungking. Nine-tenths of the 32,000 people
who live and work there now eat in its score of com-
munity dining-rooms; and some 3,000 children, or four-
fifths of all those below school age are in its 39 nurseries.
Other household work such as laundering. sewing, shop-
ping for groceries and the care of the old and of invalids
has become a collective responsibility, taken care of by a
network of 15 service stations and 128 household mutual-
aid teams under three social service centres.

The people, and especially the women, are enthusiastic
about the socialization of household work. All the more
so since it meets an urgent need arising from the big leap
forward that began in 1958. With the national economy
bounding ahead, not only were the residual unemployed
absorbed, but increasing numbers of housewives came oul
of the narrow confine of their homes and entered various
types of gainful employment. Of the 7,191 Shanghsinchieh
residents who took jobs in state-owned or community-run
industry, transport or service trades in the past year or
so, 85 per cent were women. This is a development of
great importance. It meets the needs of the expanding
economy for labour power; and rapid development of
production is the basic and surest way of raising the
people’s living standards. But its significance goes far
deeper. As women enter the productive work of society
and become economically independent, they begin to
stand on an entirely equal footing with men. They are
able to take a fuller part in social and political activities
and advance culturally. All this is a decisive step towards
the complete emancipation of women.
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Bul a new problem is created too: the household work
that took most of women’s time and energies belore must
now be done some other way. So at Shanghsinchieh, a
local committee was set up, under the leadership of the
neighbourhood Communist Party organization, to take
care of the people’s econsmic life in a collective way. On
the committee are neighbourhood people’'s deputies and
representatives of the local democratic women's federa-
tion, the grocery, coal and grain shops, the people’s bank,
the major factories, government offices and schools.
Most of the actual work is done by the local state depart-
ment store and ils branches.

An importanl job of the committee is to help im-
prove the work of the store and place retail and service
outlets in such a manner as to better satisfy the needs of
consumers. Thus, to meet the demand of the people
which has risen with their incomes, the store has increased
its retail outlets from 48 to 100 and greatly extended its
range ol goods. Many snack shops were set up., for
instance, to serve local delicacies. And restaurants, tailor
shops, bath houses and other service establishments are
now so located thal every resident has them nearby. An
extensive home delivery service has also been inaugurated.

By improving their work with fine public spirit, the
shops have won the hearts of the local residents to such
an extent that, on busy festivals and holidays many
volunteer to help the sales people to pack, transport and
distribute goods.

Networks of Welfare Establishments

Welfare amenities and social services are run by the
people themselves, led and helped by the neighbourhood
administrative office, the committee for the people’s
economic life and other organizations such as the demo-
cratic women’s federation. Such activities are carried out
through three networks: the community dining-rooms,
nurseries and community service stations.

The way the community dining-rooms receive help
from all sides is a reflection of the socialist spirit of co-
operation and mutual help. The state store started a
special class for the training of cooks. Chefs from local
restaurants personally went to the dining-rooms to pass
on recipes and coach the cooks. The groceries assisted
in planning seasonable menus and undertook to supply
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the ingredients. The coal shop advised on the design of
kitchen-ranges that are efficient and save fuel.

Eating in the community dining-rooms is of course
optional. The fact that 90 per cent of the population do
it regularly shows how well they are run. First of all,
the food is well-prepared and inexpensive, and a wide
variety can be ordered. And on Sundays, members of
the dining-rooms can do their own cooking at home if
they like or ask the dining-room to prepare the holiday
meal they want.

In setling up the nurseries, the local store and dem-
ocratic women's federation have given much help. In
full-time ones, the nurses were trained to do such a good
jcb that not a single child entrusted to them has fallen
ill since last July — not even with prickly heat in a city
notorious for hot summers. Parents are also happy be-
cause the collective spirit is fostered among their children,
who are taught to be well-behaved and polite.

Part-time nurseries take flexible forms to meet dif-
ferent needs. When a mother goes out on an errand, she
may send her baby to a “temporary nursery” near her own
home. When women attend meetings or study classes,
“mobile nurseries” are set up nearby where the children
can be left. A mother going shopping or to a show may
entrust her baby to “nurseries by the hour” with purely
nominal charges, from two fen hourly to ten fen for a
whole day.

Apart from problems of food and child care, there are
other chores normally done at home such as laundering,
sewing and so on. To do them the state store encouraged
the residents to set up service stations and mutual-aid
teams. There are now 15 of the former and 128 of the
latter, with a total work force of 1,200, mostly elderly
women who do not have outside jobs. They handle
virtually everything from sewing, laundering and shoe-
making. to looking after invalids. shopping, cleaning and
cooking for those who need such help. They also act as
retail agents for the state store.

Thus freed from all family cares, the housewives
devote th'.emselvcs wholeheartedly to production and to
political, social and cultural activities. In 1959, the nine
community-run workshops in Shanghsinchieh more than
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quadrupled their gross output as compared with the pre-
ceding year. They play an economically useful role by
working on sub-orders from big enterprises like the
Chungking Iron and Steel Works, and by turning out
cotton thread, towels and other consumer geods 1o meet
rising demand.

People not in industry are running 26 service shops
which do some 22,500 repairs a month. Others are con-
tributing to the food supply by raising pigs and planting
vegetables. As a result of more people taking part in
remunerative work, the per capita monthly income in the
neighbourhood went up 26 yuan last vear —a very con-
siderable sum by present standards. Savings de-
posits in the banks shot up 3.81-fold in 1959 and every
one of the 300 households in Shanghsinchieh that needed
government relief in the past is now well taken care of
by the community itself.

Literacy classes in Shanghsinchieh used to find it
hard to get regular attendance because housewives were
tied down by home duties. The socialization of house-
hold work has changed this. Nearly all women now come
to classes regularly, and illiteracy has disappeared. The
community has set up a middle school and two spare-
time schools. Practically everybody is studying.

Most fundamental is the growth of the collective spirit
that stems from the collective way of living. Mutual
aid has become a habit. Chang Su-lan, a woman suffer-
ing from paralysis, with no kin to look after her. would
have been much worse off had it not been for the help
given her by Liu Hsiu-ying, an elderly woman from one
of the service stations. who sees to it that she is looked
after as well as any relative could do it.

Shanghsinchieh is only one example. A similar situa-
tion prevails in other parts of Chungking, where more
than 330.000 people have been added to the gainfully em-
ployed labour force in the past two years. This is more
than twice the total number that found jobs in Chungking
in the preceding eight post-liberation years. And
Chungking is by no means the only city in China that
is taking up collective life.

A new way of urban life along socialist lines is in
the making.

Five Generations in a Decade

by KAO CHAN-FENG

Anshan, in Northeast China, is not only the country’s
foremost steel base turning out millions of tons of the
metal a year. It is also a great school. Through technical
training classes, encouraging the workers to learn from
each other on a “contract” basis, and assigning learners
to the Soviet experts, a competent production and con-
struction force of more than 100,000 has been trained
there in the decade since liberation. Since 1954, Anshan
has sent more than 10,000 of its own cadres and techni-
cians and tens of thousands of skilled workers to metal-
lurgical plants in 27 provinces, municipalities and autono-
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mous regions. In addition, it has newly trained more than
70,000, on behalf of some 300 enterprises in all parts of
the country. Below is told, through examples, the story
of five “generations” of workers who acquired skills on
the job at Anshan.— Ed.

ECENTLY I interviewed five successive generations
of Anshan steelworkers. Ku Pao-shan, a veteran,
was long a shift foreman. Since then he has been trans-
ferred to China's new giant steel base rising in the Inner
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Al the open-hearth

Mongolian Autonomous Region—the Paotow Iron and
Steel Works.

Wang Chang-hsin, his apprentice, shift foreman at
Anshan’s No. 1 Steel Plant.

Wang's apprentice Li Shang-chung is maintenance
officer in charge of Anshan's five giant stationary open-
hearth [urnaces.

Wang Ching-fu, Li's apprentice, is head master of
open-hearth furnace No. 11 in Anshan's second steel plant.

And Li's apprentice Yang Kuo-yu, the fifth “genera-
tion,” is master at its open-hearth furnace No. 10.

These five “generations” grew up in different cir-
cumstances and have very different histories.

Learning Technique the Hard Way

“In the old society.” the “ancestor” Ku Pao-shan re-
calls bitterly, “people talked of becoming skilled after
three years’ apprenticeship. But actually one learnt next
to nothing even in thrice that long.”

Ku spoke from his own experience. He had entered
the Anshan steel plant, then administered by the Japa-
nese. at 17, eager to learn the steelmaker’s job. But no
Chinese was then even allowed near the open-hearths.
To guard their monopoly of technical “secrets,” all the
importani jobs were given to Japanese. Chinese workers
were (reated as pure menials, carrying oxygen cylinders
and other loads on their backs and sweeping the platform.

Ku seized every chance to pick up skills clandestine-
lyv. To determine the carbon content of the metal by
sampling is important for a steelworker. The Japanese,
after doing so. used to record it on a blackboard. Ku
would surreptitiously sweep the discarded sample out of
sight, take a good look at it and check it against what was
written on the board. While carrying scrap steel and
other materials, he would secretly watch, from some
distance, the way the Japanese charged and handled the
furnace. He got the hang of things the hard way, crumb
by crumb.
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~ One day, after he had been at the plant
} .‘_l-.\\\ for some years, five Japanese, checking a
BAS- 2 sample, placed bets on its carbon content.
—. H Some said 1.1 per centi; others: 1 per cent.

Noticing Ku smiling nearby, they asked what
amused him. Caught off guard, he replied,
“My guess is 0.9-odd per cent al the most.”
Soon the report came from the chem-
ical laboratory: 0.93 per cent carbon. The
faces of the Japanese darkened. Next day,
Ku was transferred to work in the dining
hall.

He did not see the furnaces again till
after the liberation. Things had become
entirely different. Instead of being mal-
treated. the workers were stimulated to learn
technique by the administration and Com-
munist Party committee. Spare-time training
classes were set up, meetings were organized
for the swapping of technical experiences and
veterans were encouraged to coach new men
on ‘“contracts’” — the master pledging to pass on his
skills without reserve and the pupil to learn with all
diligence,

New Master-Apprentice Relations

Ku, then master of open-hearth No. 5, took Wang
Chang-hsin as his apprentice. Wang, having just laid
down the hoe, knew quite a bil about [arming but not a
whit about steel.
lots of drive.

But he was a smarl youngsier with
Ku coached him, painstakingly and with
full explanations of technical rcasons, in the details of
each operation. As soon as Wang began to get the idea,
Ku would let him have a try at actual production, watch-
ing and correcting him.

At the same time, both master and pupil attended the
plant’s technical classes. Rich in experience. Ku learnt
fast, and whatever new practical application he perceived
from his learning he passed on to Wang without delay.
At one time there was a lot of damaging foamed slag in
their open-hearth. Ku. with the help of an engineer,
worked out a method of getting rid of the trouble by
using asphalt. The very next day, he taught Wang.
Deeply moved, Wang worked very hard to master all
skills, practising everything he learnt from Ku over and
over again, and combining it with the theory he acquired
in the technical class.

In less than a year, Wang Chang-hsin had become
Ku Pao-shan’s first assistant. In 1952, when a new open-
hearth furnace — No. 6 —went into production, Wang
became its master.

New-Type Skilled Worker

At open-hearth No. 6, Wang Chang-hsin, who knew
so well the value of a master’s patient and conscientious
coaching, took a young apprentice named Li Shang-chung.
He taught Li everything he knew and let him “solo™ after
three short months. Soon Li too attained the level of
a first assistant, able to handle the furnace by himself.
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