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TEN GLORIOUS YEARS

In the ten years since the founding of the People's Republic of China on October 1, 1949,
the Chinese people, under the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party and Comrade Mao
Tse-tung, have achieved magnificent successes in the socialist revolution and socialist construc-
tion. This is a collection of nineteen important articles written on the occasion of the tenth
anniversary of the People’s Republic, analysing these achievements. They include The Victory
of Marxism-Leninism in China by Liu Shao-chi, Vice-Chairman of the Central Committee of
the Chinese Communist Party and Chairman of the People’s Republic of China; A Great Dec-
ade by Chou En-lai, Vice-Chairman of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party and Premier of the State Council; March Ahead Under the Red Flag of the Party’s
General Line and Mao Tse-tung’s Military Thinking by Marshal Lin Piao, Vice-Chairman of
the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party, Vice-Premier of the State Council
and Minister of National Defence and The Gre at Unity of the Chinese Pcople and the Great
Unity of the Peoples of the World by Teng Hsiao-ping, Secretary-General of the Central Com-

mittee of the Chinese Communist Party and Vice-Premier of the State Council.

183,000 words. 376 pp.

PRESS COMMUNIQUE ON THE GROWTH OF
CHINA’S NATIONAL ECONOMY IN 1959

With facts and figures the Press Communique on the Growth of Chine’s National
Economy in 1959 describes how the Chinese people, under the leadership of the Chinese Com-
munist Party and the guidance of the general line for socialist construction, succeeded in over-
fulfilling the 1959 plan for the development of the national economy and in fulfilling the
main targets of the Second Five-Year Plan three years ahead of schedule; it shows that

these successes were achieved by relying on the big leap forward of 1958 and on the victory
of the people’s commune movement.

The book also contains an editorial of the Renmin Ribao (People’s Daily) of January
23, 1960, entitled “New Stage in Socialist Construction.” Analysing in detail the continued
big leap forward of China’s national economy in 1959 as well as the conditions for high-

speed development, the editorial shows that socialist construction in China has reached a new
stage.
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Round the Week

N.P.C. Charts the Nation’s Course

Peking’s Great Hall of the People
shone with resplendence in the warm
spring sunshine of Sunday, April 10.
Passers-by involuntarily gave it an
extra look. In its mind’s eye, a whole
nation focused its attention on it that
afternoon as the Second National
People’s Congress, in final plenary
session there, charted the nation’s
course of action.

The 1,034 deputies attending the
meeting unanimously adopted the
resolution approving China’s 1960 na-
tional economic plan, the final state
accounts for 1959 and the state budget
for 1960; the resolution calling for
fulfilment of the National Programme
for Agricultural Development (195€-
67) ahead of time; and the resolution
approving the report on the work of
the Standing Committee of the N.P.C.
This brought to a triumphant close
the work of the second session of the
Second National People’s Congress
which began on March 30.

Chairman Mao Tse-tung, Chairman
Liu Shao-chi and other Communist
Party and government leaders were
present at this final plenary meeting.
Members of the Third National Com-
mittee of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference, who were
also holding their second session in
Peking, attended many of the impor-
tant meetings of the N.P.C. as observ-
ers and discussed the key government
reports they heard. On April 10, to-
gether with the N.P.C. deputies, they
heard Premier Chou En-lai's speech
on the current international situation
and China’s foreign relations. The
Congress, in plenary meeting, was also
addressed by Bayarn Jargalsaihan,
President of the Great People's Hural
of the People’s Republic of Mongolia,
who is now on a visit to China.

Resolutions Adopted

The resolutions adopted by the
N.P.C. embody the demands and will
of China’s people of every nationality
and of every walk of life. They sound
a clear call to fulfil and overfulfil the
1960 national economic plan, to achieve

a continued leap forward this year,
and finish the tasks set out in the
National Programme for Agricultural
Development two or three years ahead
of schedule.

The resolution on the 1960 national
economic plan and state budget points
out that this is a plan for a continued
leap forward, that the budget conforms
to the needs of development of the
national economy, and both are for-
ward-looking and based solidly on
realities. “The fulfilment of the plan
and the budget,” says the resolution,
“will make it possible for us to catch
up with and surpass Britain in the
output of major industrial products
in less than ten years, and in addition
to accomplish two or three years
ahead of schedule the National Pro-
gramme for Agricultural Development
(1956-67). The Congress calls on all
the nationalities and all the demo-
cratic parties in the country to unite
as one under the leadership of the
Chinese Communist Party and Chair-
man ‘Mao Tse-tung, implement in a
better way the general line for
building socialism, persist in the big
leap forward, consolidate and develop
the people’s communes, unfold the
movement for technical innovations
and technical revolution on a broader
scale and more intensively, continue
to carry out the policy of building the
country and running all undertakings
with industry and thrift, and strive
for the fulfilment and overfulfilment
of the 1960 national economic plan and
state budget and the realization of
a continued big leap forward in 1960.”

The resolution on agricultural
development points out that “the
National Programme for Agricultural
Development (1956-67) worked out by
the Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party is a great program-
me for developing China's socialist
agriculture and building a new, so-
cialist countryside at high speed.” It
adds that “agriculture is the founda-
tion of the national economy. The
pre-schedule fulfilment of the Na-
tional Programme for Agricultural
Development is of extremely great
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importan'ce to the continued leap for-
ward of China’s socialist construction.
The Congress calls on the people of
all nationalities throughout the coun-
try, and the industrial, agricultural,
communications, financial, banking,
trade, science, educational, cultural,
public health and physical culture
departments to make joint efforts and
strive to fulfil the great task of com-
pleting the Programme two or three
years ahead of schedule.”

The N.P.C. session was characterized
by buoyant optimism and confidence
inspired by the great promise the
1960s hold in store for the Chinese
people. At group discussions and in
plenary meetings, enthusiastic support
was voiced by deputies for the three
reports on the 1960 national economic
plan, on the 1959 state accounts and
the 1960 budget, and plans for agri-
culture made respectively by Vice-
Premiers Li Fu-chun, Li Hsien-nien
and Tan Chen-lin. Many speakers
cited new facts supplementing govern-
ment reports on the tremendous
achievements scored in the twelve
months since the Second N.P.C. met
last year at its first session. Chi Ming-
hsuan, chairman of the Chilunchai Peo-
ple’s Commune in northern Anhwei,
voiced the sentiments of all the depu-
ties and of the entire Chinese people
when he declared at the Congress:
“Chairman Mao Tse-tung has dis-
covered for us three wondrous master
keys —the general line for building
socialism, the great leap forward and
the people’s commune. They have
opened up a bright path that will lead
us to communism. They are like
‘three lucky stars that will bring us
happiness for ten thousand years.’”
This N.P.C. session left no doubt that,
with these threce wondrous master
keys, the Chinese people will accom-
plish the tasks set out in the 1960 Na-
tional Economic Plan, fulfil ahead of
schedule the National Programme for
Agricultural Development, and lay a
solid foundation for a continued leap
forward throughout the 1960s.

Points from Speeches

The national economic plan for this
year, as adopted at the Congress,
envisages a 23 per cent increase in the
aggregate value of industrial and
agricultural output, as compared with
1959. The total value of industrial
output will be increased by 29 per cent.
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Output of steel will be 18.400.000 tons,
an increase of 38 per cent over 1959;
while 425 million tons of coal will be
mined, 22 per cent more than last year.
Fulfilment of these targets will take
the nation a long way up the road of
socialism. But these are no small
advances, and a big effort will be
needed to achieve them. The delegates
of China's workers, however, showed
that they have the confidence and re-
solve to fulfil the hopes of the nation.
Deputy Han Hsin-liang, a Shanghai
steelworker, told Congress: “This
year's steel target is a great and
glorious task for us steelworkers!...
Under the leadership of the Communist
Party, we are carrying out the mass
movement for technical innovations
and technical revolution, popularizing
advanced experiences and tapping
production potentialities. There can
be no doubt that this year's steel
target will be fulfilled and overful-
filled!”

Minister of Metallurgical Industry
Wang Ho-shou sounded the same note
of confidence. He announced to
thunderous applause that the first
quarter production targets for steel,
pig iron and rolled steel had been
overfulfilled. He laid special emphasis
on developing small and medium-sized
iron and steel enterprises simulta-
neously with the building of large,
modern iron and steel complexes. This,
he pointed out, will not only ensure
overfulfilment of this year's national
economic programme but also enable
China’s iron and steel industry to
develop at a “new, high speed.”

Many deputies spoke on various
aspects of the mass movement for
technical innovations and technical
revolution which is now sweeping the
country. As their speeches showed, its
impact is tremendous. The great re-
sults it is giving is a key source of
confidence that this year’s economic
plan will be fulfilled. Deputy Yang
Teh-chung, a model worker from
Wuhan in Central China, gave Con-
gress some graphic glimpses of what
it is accomplishing in industry. “Tech-
nical innovations and technical revolu-
tion helps production develop at top
speed,” he declared. “Eyery day it
brings some great new change to
the Wuhan Iron and Steel Works.
We have pace-setters in every line.
Even apprentices are proposing in-

novations after only two months’
work. In the past, we nceded 90 days
to build a 100-metre-high chimney-
stack for an open-hearth furnace. Now
we can do it in 12 days. In the past
we needed more than 50 days to install
a 350-ion crane. First we reduced
this to about 40 days, then to 30 days,
and now it takes us only 72 hours.”

In a joint address, Deputy Huang
Jung-chang and four other deputies
from Chungking in the Southwest told
Congress that since last November this
mass movement centring around
mechanization and semi-mechanization,
automation and semi-automation has
spread to every corner of their city.
Since that date, the degree of
mechanization and semi-mechanization
in the city’s industrial enterprises has
increased from 32.2 per cent to 57.1
per cent now. Old factories have been
modernized, and new factories are
constantly being renovated, so that
one factory is now doing the work of
several and one worker is doing the
work of many.

Supporting Vice-Premier Li Fu-
chun'’s report, deputies concerned with
agriculture who took the floor during
the session pledged redoubled efforts
to boost this year's agricultural produc-
tion and increase output of grain and
cotton by about 10 per cent compared
to 1959. Speaking on Vice-Premier
Tan Chen-lin’s report, they expressed
general confidence that what with
the invaluable experience gained in
the two successive leap forward vears
of 1958 and 1959 and the enormous
help the rural communes are getting
from all sides, the National Programme
for Agricultural Development could be
fulfilled ahead of schedule. The sort
of headway agriculture is making was
vividly exemplified in one report from
Pingshun County in Shansi Province.
This is an area with rather poor soil,
nevertheless its peasants have reached
the grain target set them in the Na-
tional Programme for Agricultural
Development (1956-67), eight years
ahead of schedule. A big hand was
given the two model farmers, Deputies
Li Shun-ta and Shen Chi-lan, when
they told this to Congress. In 1959
the grain yield in this county was 60
per cent above the 1955 level, or 26.1
per cent more than in 1958. Li Shun-
ta and Shen Chi-lan attributed these
successes in large part to the people’s
communes. By pooling their efforts,
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the ten people’s communes in hilly
Pingshun had terraced a great part of
their farmland, afforested barren
hillsides, built reservoirs and irrigation
channels, and transformed a 50-
kilometre-long abandoned river-bed
into fertile fields. All this work was
on a scale that would have been im-
possible in the days of the agricultural
Co-0ps.

Vice-Premier Li Fu-chun, in his
report to the Congress, underscored
the importance of agriculture as the
foundation of the national economy.
He called on every branch of the
economy to give all possible aid and
support to agriculture. The response
at the Congress was immediate. Dep-
uty Huang Jung from Kwangsi
declared that, to help agriculture,
machinery plants in his region, besides
making machines for irrigation and
other purposes, had produced more
than 180,000 rice transplanters in the
first quarter of this year and pledged
they would make still bigger efforts
to help. Deputy Hsieh Wei-chieh
(Honan), who is also a chief engineer
of the Ministry of Chemical Industry,
reported that departments in the
chemical industry were giving para-
mount importance to the task of
supplying agriculture with more
chemical fertilizers and insecticides.

Deputy Chien Chun-jui, Vice-
Minister of Culture, assured Congress
that cultural workers would do all
they could to better serve the peasants
and enrich the cultural life of the
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The National People's Congress in Session

rural communes. He called on all
professional art troupes, film studios,
publishing houses and writers and
artists to work out plans to this end
and help raise the educational level
of the peasants as a whole.

Urban Communes

Many deputies spoke on the develop-
ing movement for urban people’s com-
munes. This is a topic that is now
coming more and more into public
attention. Communes have been or-
ganized on an extensive scale in the
cities of Honan, Hopei and Heilung-
kiang Provinces. Addressing the
Congress, Deputy Wan Li and four
other secretaries of the municipal
committees of the Chinese Communist
Party of the five cities of Peking,
Shanghai, Tientsin, Wuhan and Canton
said that people’s communes would be
set up in these cities step by step.
“Practice in the past year has shown
that the people’s commune is quite
suited to the big cities,” he told
Congress. Like those in the rural
areas, urban people’s communes have
already demonstrated their great ad-
vantages and are welcomed by the
broad masses. He pointed out that
the development of the urban people’s
commune was the inevitable result of
historical advance. The people's com-
munes have boundless vitality and a
very brilliant future, he declared. They
got only help production to develop at
top speed, but are an important means
for the thorough transformation of the

old cities, to make them suited both
lo socialist construction at the present
stage and to the realization of com-

munist ideals in the future.

Congress in its deliberations showed
that both at home and throughout the
world the situation is extremely
favourable for the building of social-
ism by the Chinese people. Armed
with the determination that has carried
them so far in their struggles of the
past, sure in the justice and rightness
of their cause, and with peace, freedom
and the happiness of the people
emblazoned on their banners, they are
striding forward again this year along
the course charted by their People's
Congress.

Industry’s Continued Leap

The National People’s Congress
closed last Sunday on a note of con-
fidence in fresh national achievements
in 1960. Underscoring this, hundreds
of major enterprises reported overful-
filment of 1960’s first quarter targets
days before the last leaf of March was
torn off the calendar.

Anshan, China’'s leading steel centre,
ranked early headlines by overfulfill-
ing its first quarter production targets
for steel, pig iron and rolled steel.
Output of rolled steel, in particular,
showed a remarkable upswing, ex-
ceeding the planned figure by 14.69
per cent. Peking's Shihchingshan Iron
and Steel Works, initiator of the latest
nationwide emulation drive for more
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steel, announced fulfilment of its first
quarter targets for steel, pig iron and
rolled steel 27, 8 and 9 days re-
spectively ahead of schedule. In the
Southwest, Chungking Iron and Steel
Works surpassed target figures, great-
ly exceeding those of last year's first
quarter.

In the Northeast, Fuhsin Colliery,
one of China’s largest, fulfilled its first
quarter production plan with 11 days
in hand. Its daily output exceeded
last year's average by 20 per cent.
Shenyang's machine-building industry
reached its targets 18 days ahead of
time. China’s biggest modern tractor
works in Loyang completed the first
three months' quota 13 days ahead of
schedule. The Peking electronic tube
factory, which accounts for a big share
of the nation’s total output of elec-
tronic tubes, was also on the honour
list of enterprises overfulfilling pro-
duction quotas. In this first quarter of
1960 its workers increased labour
productivity to outstrip the output of
the last quarter of 1959 by 18 per
cent. Such facts added up to a heart-
warming picture of a continued leap
forward by China’s millions in their
building ol socialism,

Anshan gives a measure of China’s
industrial stride. March saw its out-
put shoot up to an all-time high.
Average daily output in the last days
of that month far surpassed that of
the first 24 days —steel by 17.7 per
cent, pig iron by 4.5 per cent and steel
billets by 6.1 per cent. This rise in
output went hand in hand with in-
creased efficiency. Anshan’s No. 9
blast furnace reached an average
utilization coefficient of 2468 tons,
while its No. 1 steel smelting plant
attained an average utilization co-
efficient of 10.93 tons. These indices
consolidated Anshan’s position as one
of the world’s foremost iron and steel
plants.

Public Dining-Rooms’ New Role

Community dining-rooms in Kwei-
chow Province, Southwest China, are
attracting nationwide attention. Good
dining-rooms still, and an indispen-
sable part of the everyday life of com-
mune members, they have grown be-
yvond their routine functions and have
become meeting halls, classrooms and
recreational centres all rolled into one.
In some parts of the province, people
who used to live apart in separate cot-

tages and farmsteads are moving
house so as to be nearer to their com-
munity dining-room and its many ac-
tivities. New hamlets are thus being
formed — precursors of a new type
of socialist town that will develop in
the coming years.

This would never have happened if
the community dining-rooms were not
well run. And indeed the Kweichow
provincial Communist Party commit-
tee has, since their first days, put a
big effort into ensuring that they pro-
vide good meals and service to com-
mune members. In mid-February, a
special meeting of leading Party
functionaries in the province was
called for this purpose. It led to fur-
ther improvements. Now 94 per cent
of commune members and their fami-
lies are taking their regular meals in
the province's 120,000 commune
dining-rooms.

To make sure that the dining-
rooms really live up to expectations,
Communist Party and government
cadres themselves take a hand in their
work. In the Tsunyi Special Admin-
istrative Region 30,000 cadres have
done work either as cooks in the
kitchens, or as attendants and manag-
ing personnel. Communist Party secre-
taries at all levels are working “ex-
perimental plots” in the kitchens,
keeping a wide-awake cye for possi-
bilities of improvement. Good ex-
perience gained by one kitchen is
instantly passed on to the rest. Regu-
lar meetings are held for users to
make suggestions or criticisms.

It is not a surprise that a good and
varied daily menu is one of the rea-
sons why the Kweichow peasants like
their community dining-rooms so
much. The key to this success is that
the dining-rooms are now going in
for pig and poultry rearing, fish
breeding and vegetable cultivation.
Many of them are already self-suffi-
cient in meat and vegetables; some
even have a surplus which they sell
to the state, bringing in additional in-
come for the commune.

Kweichow has set an example that
opens wide possibilities. Community
dining-rooms in other parts of the
country are not far behind. Honan
reports that all its peasants are taking
their daily meals in its 330,000 com-
munity dining-rooms. Similar reports
have come in from Ningsia, Hopej
Anhwei and other provinces. A
point up the fact that, though it is a

new thing that started barely a year
ago, the community dining-room is
now a going concern. Its worth is
more than proved. It is playing a
new role as a key centre for the bur-
geoning of socialist collective life in
the rural areas.

Spring Health Campaign

A spring health campaign is in full
swing throughout the country. Mil-
lions of people are busy making their
cities and villages clean and tidy to
welcome May Day. The present cam-
paign centres around the exlermina-
tion of the four pests: rats, {lies, mos-
quitoes and bed bugs, the prevention
of epidemic diseases, the beautifying
of surroundings and the promotion of
sanitation and hygiene among the
people as a whole.

Mass health drives have been
launched in all parts of the couniry.
Factories, schools, people’s communcs,
districts and trades are holding
contests in health work. The Shanghai
People’s Council has sent a message
to Peking and Tientsin challenging to
socialist emulation in the spring health
campaign. For the past two or thrge
Sundays, large groups of workers,
students, government office employces
and housewives in all the major cities
have turned out to take part in the
general cleaning-up. Youth Leaguers
and Young Pioneers have been espe-
cially active both in publicizing the
importance of public health and sani-
tation and in beaulifying the sur-
roundings of homes and places of
work. Doctors and nurses, too, are
playing an important role giving
guidance in exterminating the four
pests and in preventive measures
against epidemics. They are passing
on hygiene knowledge to cooks in the
community dining-rooms, and to per-
sonnel in charge of creches and
nurseries.

Initial reports of success in this
spring’s big health campaign are
already coming in from all over the
country, From the Northeast, Heilung-
kiang Province reports that the cam-
paign is on the biggest scale ever.
Nine million people have gone into
action there. More than five million
rats have been wiped out. Half a
million people are active in the cam-
paign in Inner Mongolia. In Hupeh,
Yunnan, Szechuan and other prov-
inces, the campaign for better na-
tional health is also picking up speed.
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On the Current International Situation and
China’s Foreign Relations

by CHOU EN-LAI

Premier Chou En-lai spoke on the present inter-
national situation and China's foreign relations on April
10, at the Second Session of the Second National People’s
Congress. Following is a summary of the speech.—Ed.

REMIER Chou En-lai began by pointing out that the

recent period has witnessed a certain degree of relaxa-
tion in the international situation, the East wind continues
to prevail over the West wind, and the general trend is
developing in a direction more favourable to world peace
and socialism. This is the result of repeated struggles
waged by the forces of socialism, of the national indepen-
dence movement and of peace and democracy against the
imperialist forces of aggression and war.

Premier Chou said that the socialist camp headed by
the great Soviet Union is now stronger than ever before.
The socialist countries have everywhere speeded up their
construction and scored brilliant new achievements in
industry, agriculture, science and technology. The in-
fluence of the peaceful forcign policy of the socialist
countries is growing daily. The visits of Comrade N.S.
Khrushchov, Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the
US.S.R., to the United States and other countries have
played a positive role in relaxing the international situa-
tion. The unity and co-cperation of the socialist coun-
tries is continuously strengthening. The plots of the im-
perialists, modern revisionists and other reactionaries of
various countries to sow discord within the socialist camp
have met with ignominious defeat. The might and unity
of the socialist camp is the principal guarantee for
securing the relaxation of iniernational tension and safe-
guarding world peace.

Premier Chou said that there is a continued upsurge
in the Asian, African and Latin American movements
against imperialism and colonialism and for winning and
safeguarding national independence. In  Africa. the
awakening of broad masses of people is rapidly on the
rise. The [ires of anti-colonialism have broken out all
over the African continent. A series of countries have
declared independence or achieved a certain degree of
independence. The old imperialist powers try to preserve
their colonial interests by making certain merely formal
concessions, while U.S. imperialism is up to all sorts of
tricks to worm its way into Africa, in an attempt to sup-
plant the old imperialist powers. But all these schemes
will be punctured by the African peoples, who stand firm
against colonialism. The Algerian people arve heroically
keeping up their armed struggle against suppression by
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French colonial troops. The people in many parts of East,
Central and West Africa are rising up to struggle for
independence. Recently, the Africans in the Union of
South Africa have launched a large-scale struggle against
racial discrimination. The Chinese people sincerely
sympathize with and support their just struggle. In
Latin America, the people of Cuba ave resolutely opposing
the U.S. interventionist schemes and consolidating the
fruits of their revolution [or national independence and
democratic freedom. The people in some other Latin
American countries have overthrown dictatorial regimes
fostered by the United States or are struggling to this
end. National and democratic movements are on the up-
surge everywhere in Latin America. U.S. President
Eisenhower’s recent so-called *“good-will tour” of South
America not only failed to check the anti-U.S. storm
raging among the Lafin American peeples, bul actually
gave new impetus to their struggle and solidarity. In
Asia. too, national and democratic movements are
deepening. In the nationalist countries which have
already won independence, the broad masses of people
are demanding with daily increasing vehemence a policy
of peace and neutrality based on the Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence, the safeguarding of national
independence, strengthening the solidarity of Asian
counlries and opposition to the imperialist policy of
aggression and war. The hypocritical features of U.S.
imperialism and its schemes for sowing discord are
increasingly seen through by the broad masses of people.

REMIER Chou said that in contrast to the daily strength-
ening of the socialist camp and the steady growth

of the national independence movement, imperialism is
rotting away with each passing day. The militarization
of the national economy of the imperialist countries, far
from alleviating the general crisis of capitalism, has
aggravated it. There is a new growth of the contradic-
tions between monopoly capital and the broad masses of
people; there are more and more large-scale strikes; and
there is a daily mounting upsurge in the labouring masses’
struggle for peace, democracy and the right to a living.
The sweeping struggle of the Negro people against racial
discrimination which broke out recently in the United
States is a sign of the growing awakening of the
American people. Owing to the contraction of the capi-
talist world market and the uneven development of
capitalism, there has been a relative weakening of the
dominating position of the United States in the capitalist
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world, there is a continued aggravation of the contradic-
tions among the imperialist countries scrambling for
markets and colonies, and the whole imperialist camp has
moved a step further towards disintegration.

Premier Chou En-lai then pointed out that it is pre-
cisely because the relationship of forces is increasingly
unfavourable to the forces of imperialism and war that
the U.S. ruling circles are compelled to make certain
gestures of relaxation, such as agreeing to hold the East-
West summit conference, to resume negotiations on dis-
armament, and so on. But the U.S. ruling circles are
still obstructing the solution of many currently important
international problems. The imperialist policy of the
United States, the most aggressive in character, remains
unchanged. U.S. ruling circles, while making certain
peace gestures, are continuing to step up arms expansion
and war preparations, frantically developing guided mis-
sile weapons and missile bases, leaving nothing undone
in strengthening and trying to expand the aggressive
military bloes, and doing everything to obstruct an agree-
ment on the disarmament question. U.S. ruling circles
are vigorously fostering the revival of Japanese and West
German militarism. These two countries are again be-
coming sources of war in Asia and Europe. With the con-
nivance of the United States, Adenauer and Kishi are
openly collaborating. As the chief of world reaction, U.S.
imperialism is continuing to step up intervention and
suppression against the revolutionary movements of the
peoples of various countries. The mighty socialist camp
is the greatest obstacle to U.S. imperialism’s establish-
ment of world domination. Towards the socialist
countries, imperialism has never for a moment abandoned
its rumour-mongering and slander, its sowing of discord,
subversion and sabotage. its military encirclement and
threats of war. All this shows that, in the face of the
aggressive activities and war plots of the imperialist bloc
headed by the United States, all peace-loving people of
the world must heighten their vigilance and persist in
their struggles. Only thus can world peace really be pre-
served.

PEAKING on China’s foreign relations, Premier Chou
En-lai said that. under the leadership of the Chinese
Communist Party and Chairman Mao Tse-tung, the Chinese
people, while engaging in socialist construction. have
made unremitting efforts to ease international tension
and defend world peace, together with the Soviet Union,
the other socialist countries and all the other peace-loving
countries and peoples of the world. The Chinese people’s
great achievements in socialist construction, as a result
of holding high the three red banners of the general line,
the big leap forward and the people’s commune, have had
a broad influence internationally, winning the plaudits
of millions upon millions of people. The peaceful foreign
policy of New China has withstood the test of time, and
is winning the understanding and support of more and
more people. We have friends all over the world. The im-
perialists, with the United States at their head, whipped
up a vicious anti-Chinese wave, in an attempt to prevent
the spread of China’s influence and to isolate China in
international affairs. Although this scheme was joined in
by the reactionaries, revisionists and those who echo them

in various countries and there was a hue and cry for a
time, the result went contrary to their wishes—they were
revealed in their true colours., Our People’s Republic of
China is a socialist state working for the interests of the
people, engaged in vigorous peaceful construction at home
and determined to struggle in defence of world peace,
therefore solidarity and friendship of the peoples of other
countries for the Chinese people is the main stream of
our relations with other countries, while anti-Chinese
activities are but a backwash. Only a tiny number of
imperialists, reactionaries, revisionists and those who
cecho them are anti-Chinese, while the overwhelming
majority of mankind, workers, peasants, revolutionary
intellectuals, the anti-imperialist and anti-colonialist
national bourgeoisie and others who stand for peace and
have a sense of justice are not anti-Chinese, but ardently
demand friendship with China.

REMIER Chou En-lai said that in the past year there
has been a further development of friendly relations
and economic and cultural exchanges between China and
the Asian, African and Latin American countries on
the basis of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence.
We have established diplomatic relations with Morocco,
Sudan and Guinea. We have recently established economic
and cultural contacts with more than 20 countries and
regions in Africa and Latin America. China and these
countries have gone through common historical {trials,
share common aspirations for defending world peace and
opposing imperialism and colonialism and have common
wishes for developing the national economy and culture.
This constitutes a reliable basis for the establishment and
development of friendly co-operation between China and
those countries.

Premier Chou En-lai said that with regard to the
nationalist countries of Asia, the Chinese Government
and people have always pursued a peaceful foreign policy
and have always been willing to develop friendly co-
operation with them on the basis of the Five Principles.
We firmly believe that no matter what complex ques-
tions may have been left over from history between China
and those countries, reasonable solutions can be found
for them all, so long as friendly consultations are con-
ducted in accordance with the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence. The most eloquent proof of this is the re-
cent conclusion of the Treaty of Friendship and Mutual
Non-Aggression Between China and Burma and agree-
ments on boundary questions between China and Burma
and between China and Nepal. They are new examples
of the friendship and solidarity of Asian countries and
important victories for the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence. Similarly, we also see that now a good start
has been made towards solving the overseas Chinese
question between China and Indonesia. Both parties have
exchanged instruments of ratification of the Treaty Con-
cerning the Question of Dual Nationality and have set
up a joint committee for implementing this treaty. The
work of sending some of the overseas Chinese in Indo-
nesia back to China is now going on. We hope that both
parties will continue their efforts and co-operate in a
friendly way so that a reasonable all-round settlement
of the overseas Chinese question can be arrived at. We
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likewise place ardent hopes in friendly relations between
China and India. We are happy to see that the Indian
Government has agreed to the Chinese Government’s pro-
posal for a mecling between the Premiers of China and
India. In a few days I will be setting out for a visit to
our great neighbour, India. We sincerely hope that this
visit and the meeting with Prime Minister Nehru will
yield positive results. We deeply believe that the tradi-
tional friendship between the peoples of China and India
will shine forth brilliantly in the end.

Discussing the relations between China and Japan,
Premier Chou En-lai said: the Chinese people have always
been friendly towards the Japanese people. We offer our
profound sympathy and support to the Japanese people
in their heroic struggle for an independent, democratic,
peaceful and neutral Japan. The Chinese Government
and people resolutely oppose the Kishi government’s
policy of hostility to China and of reviving Japanese mili-
tarism. The treaty of military alliance the Kishi govern-
ment signed with the Uniled States runs counter to the
interests of the peoples of Japan and the United States.
In the long run, this is a treaty of disaster for the
Japanese people. This treaty not only threatens the
security of China and the Soviet Union, but, first of all,
poses a direct threat to the security of the peoples of the
Southeast Asian countries. So long as the Kishi govern-
ment does not abandon its policy of hostility to China,
there can be no possibility of improving Sino-Japanese
rclations.  The responsibility for the present abnormal
situation in Sino-Japanese relations rests entirely with
the Kishi government.

PEAKING of Sino-American relations, Premier Chou

En-lai said, there has up to the present been no change
in the tense situation between China and the United
States, and the responsibility for that rests entirely with
the United States. China has consistently advocated
peaceful coexistence with other countries, mutual non-
aggression and the settling of dispules of peacelul means.
As early as 1955, the Chinese Government declared that
the Chinese people are friendly to the American people,
that China does not want war with the United States and
that China is willing to sit down and enter into negotia-
tions with the United States. At the Sino-American am-
bassadorial talks, we have time and again proposed that
the two parties issue a joint stalement to undertake
mutually that they will not use force in secttling inter-
national disputes between them. To liberate Taiwan is
China’s internal affair, in which no outsider may inter-
fere. However, the United States demands that China
give up its sacred sovereign right to liberate its own ter-
ritory, Taiwan. To this very day, the United States still
seizes by force China’s territory, Taiwan, and disregard-
ing the Chinese Government’s repeated warnings, has
continually intruded on our territorial waters afd air,
carrying out military provocations and war threats, At
the same time, the United States is trying in all sorts of
ways to create “two Chinas,” in an attempt to legalize its
seizure of Taiwan. Under these circumstances, the
Chinese people cannot but struggle to the end to defend
their sovereignty and territorial integrity and to oppose
U.S. aggression. The Chinese Government hereby de-
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clares once again that the Chinese people resolutely
oppose the U.S. plots to create “two Chinas.” China
absolutely will not participate in any international con-
ference or organization wherein a “two Chinas” situation
may appear. Any international agreement made with-
out the participation and signature of China’s representa-
tive will have no binding force whatsoever on China.

PEAKING on China’s relations with the other socialist
countries, Premier Chou En-lai said that the friend-
ship, solidarity and economic and cultural co-operation
between China and the various fraternal countries have
been further strengthened. In their socialist construction,
the Chinese people have received friendly assistance from
their great ally, the Soviet Union, and the other fraternal
countries. For this, our Government and people express
their heartfelt gratitude. It is the sacred dutly of the
Chinese people to continuously consolidate and strength-
en the unity of the socialist camp in accordance with
the principles of Marxism-Leninism and on the basis of
proletarian internationalism. This is not only in the high-
est interests of the Chinese people, but also in the highest
interests of the peoples of all the socialist countries and
of all progressive mankind. The Chinese Government and
people fully support the peace proposals of the Soviet
Union for convening the East-West summit conference,
general disarmament and prohibition of nuclear weapons,
as well as the Soviet Union’s great efforts for the relaxa-
tion of international tension. The Chinese Government
and people also fully support the just struggles of the
Korean Democratic People’s Republic, the Democratic Re-
public of Viet Nam and the German Democratic Republic
for the peaceful unification of their respective mother-
lands.

Premier Chou En-lai said in conclusion that the
Chinese Government and people sincerely hope for a fur-
ther relaxation of international tension, further consolida-
tion of world peace, further victories for the national in-
dependence movement, and further development of
friendly relations among nations. In order to guarantee
the peace and security of the Asian and Pacilic region,
the Chinese Government has repeatedly proposed that
all countries in this region conclude a peace covenant of
mutual non-aggression, and turn the whole region into
an atom-free zone. The Chinese Government will con-
tinue to strive for the realization of this proposal. When
this proposal is realized, the provisions in the Sino-Soviet
Treaty of Friendship, Alliance and Mutual Assistance con-
cerning the prevention of the revival of Japanese milila-
rism and the resumption of aggression on its part can be
cancelled. The Chinese Government and people will con-
tinue to persist in a peaceful foreign policy, adhere to the
Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence and the Bandung
spirit, unremittingly strengthen their solidarity with the
other socialist countries, with the nationally independent
countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America, the forces of
the national independence movement, and all peace-
loving people and countries of the world, resolutely
oppose the imperialist policy of aggression and war and,
with full confidence, promote the further development
of the international situation in a direction favourable to
world peace, national independence and socialism.
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Strive for the Fulfilment, Ahead of Schedule,
Of the National Programme for
Agricultural Development

by TAN CHEN-LIN
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Communist Party and Vice-Premier of the State Council

Following is the full text of the report delivered by
Vice-Premier Tan Chen-lin at the Second Session of the
Second National People’s Congress on April 6, 1960.—Ed.

Fellow Deputies,

I am entrusted by the Central Commiltee of the
Chinese Communist Party and the State Council to submit
to the Congress a report on the implementation of the
National Programme for Agricultural Development (1956-
1967) and on striving for its fulfilment ahead of schedule.

I

HE programme was put forward by the Political Bureau
of the Central Committee of the Chinese Com-
munist Party on the initiative of Comrade Mao Tse-tung
and was made public in draft form in January 1956. In
the light of the changed situation and the progress of work
in the nearly two years since its publication, the Third
Plenary Session of the Eighth Central Committee of the
Communist Party made some nccessary changes and
amendments in September 1957 and published a revised
draft of the Programme in October the same year. It has
been four years now, since the peasants and the people of
the whole country began their efforts for the implementa-
tion of the Programme.

The National Programme for Agricultural Development
is a programme for the high-speed development of social-
ist production and construction in China’s agriculture. It
provides for a great rise in production by our agriculture,
forestry, animal husbandry, side-occupations and fishery
in a period of time which is not very long, envisages
various elfective measures for reaching this goal and plans
the development of construction in culture, education,
public health and other fields of endeavour in the rural
areas on the basis of increasing production. It has set be-
fore the peasants and the people of the whole country the
great aim of transforming the face of China’s countryside.
When the draft Programme was first made public in
January 1956, it won the warm support of the broad masses
of peasants and the entire nation and gave a tremendous
impetus to the upsurge in agricultural co-operation and
production at that time. The publication of the revised
draft of the Programme in October 1957 promoted a new
upsurge in agricultural production and construction, with
the launching, first of all, of a nationwide mass water
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conservancy movement on a scale unprecedented in
China'’s history. Facts have fully proved that this Pro-
gramme, a mass programme, can mobilize the initiative of
the broadest masses for the development of agriculture and
the building up of a socialist new countryside in China.
The struggle of the entire nation for the fulfilment of this
Programme has not only created a situation of leaps for-
ward on the agricultural front, but, through the leap for-
ward in agriculture, promoted the development of the leap
forward situation in our whole national economy.

In May 1958, the Second Session of the Eighth National
Congress of the Chinese Communist Party. guided by Mao
Tse-tung’s thinking, which is an integration of the uni-
versal truths of Marxism-Leninism with the concrete
practice of Chinese revolution and construction, formulated
the general line of going all out, aiming high and achieving
greater, faster, better and more economical results in build-
ing socialism and called for breaking with fetishes and
superstitions, emancipating the mind and fostering the
communist spirit of daring in thought and action. Thus it
opened up a new situation of great leaps forward in
China’s socialist construction, and it was in this new situa-
tion that people’'s communes were set up throughout
China’s countryside in the latter half of 1958.

HE people’s commune is a great creation of the masses
of the Chinese people evolved in accordance with
actual needs. The Central Committee of the Party and
Comrade Mao Tse-tung attached great importance to this
mass creation. They grasped it in good time, summed
up its experience, persisted in carrying it out and with
correct principles guided the people's communes to ad-
vance on a sound basis. The nationwide establishment
of rural people’s communes has brought about tremendous
and profound changes in China’s countryside.

The rural people’s communes, developed on the basis
of the agricultural producers’ co-operatives of the ad-
vanced type, are much bigger in size than those advanced
co-operatives were. At the beginning of 1958, there
were in China more than 740,000 advanced agricultural
producers’ co-operatives. They were amalgamated and
reorganized into over 24,000 people’s communes with each
commune averaging 64,000 mu of farmland, 5,000 peasant
households and 10,000 able-bodied labourers. A commune
is thus around thirty times as big as the average advanced
co-operative was. In the past, the sphere of opera-
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tions of the overwhelming majority of the advanced co-
operatives was relatively narrow. The present-day rural
people’s communes are not only economic organizations
running a diversified economy including agriculture,
forestry, animal husbandry, side-occupations and fishery,
but are also basic social organizations integrating
industry, agriculture, trade, education and defence and
merging government administration and commune
management into one. At the present stage, the people’s
communes are still under collective ownership, with
ownership vested in three levels* within the commune and
with that at the production brigade level constituting the
basic one. But the level of public ownership in the peo-
ple’s communes is already higher than under the advanced
co-operatives. There is already partial ownership at the
commune level, which the former advanced co-operatives
did not have, and this will certainly expand step by step
with the overall development of agricultural production.
In the future the people’s commune will be the best form
for the transition of our countryside from collective
ownership to ownership by the whole people, and also
the best form for our country’s transition from socialist
society to communist society.

Having the advantages of being “both big and
public,” the people’s communes can achieve unified
arrangement of production and distribution in a greater
scope than the advanced co-operative; it can, more effec-
tively than the advanced co-operatives could, fully mo-
bilize and make rational use of rural labour power, carry
out large-scale collaboration, and undertake construction
tasks which the former advanced co-operatives could not
handle. In consonance with the progress in the degree
of collectivization in production, there has also been a big
advance in the collectivization of rural life. Collective
welfare establishments such as community dining-rooms,
nurseries and homes for respect of the aged have been
set up on an extensive scale, and the transformation of
household work into social labour has generally been
carried out, emancipating millions of housewives from
housechold chores to take part in social production, In
the system of distribution, the people’s communes, in the
main, practise the wage system on the principle of “to
each according to his work,” and at the same time also
carry out the free supply system which contains the shoots
of the principle of “to each according to his needs.” Such
a distribution system which combines the wage system
with the free supply system greatly raises the peasants’
production enthusiasm and effects a good solution to the
difficulties of families with many children or with other
rather heavy burdens so that the old are cared for, the
children are better reared, and the livelihood of the broad
peasant masses is universally guaranteed.

HE realization of the switch-over to the people’s com-
munes in the couniryside has opened up broad
avenues for a greater development of the productive
forces. This has resulted in the continuous big leaps
forward in agricultural production in 1958 and 1959, with
grain output registering an increase of 46 per cent in
two years and cotton an increase of 47 per cent. In the
course of the big leaps forward in these two years, the

*Ownership of the means of production at three different

levels of the commune set-up: production team, production
brigade and the commune. — T'r.
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growth of production in agriculture, forestry, animal hus-
bandry, side-occupations, fishery and commune-run in-
dustry has been greatly accelerated; there has been
a great growth of construction in rural water conser-
vancy works and rural transport and communications;
the measures for increasing agricultural output have been
further enriched in practice; there has been an increase
in funds accumulated; the livelihood of the peasants has
been further improved; culture, education and public
health work have rapidly developed; and there has been
a marked enhancement of the socialist consciousness of
the broad masses of people—all this is accelerating the
realization of the Programme for Agricultural Develop-
ment. As long as we bring into full play the advantages
of the people’s commune as a form of social organization
and mobilize the peasants and the whole nation to make
unremitting efforts on all fronts, it is entirely possible
for us to maintain a leap-forward speed in agricultural
production and construction, and thus to fulfil the Pro-
gramme for Agricultural Development two or three years
ahead of the original twelve-year schedule.

II

IRST, let me speak on the implementation of the Pro-
gramme during the past four years.

The Programme calls for the average annual yield of
grain per mu to reach 400, 500 and 800 jin respectively
in three different regions, within 12 years starting 1956.
That is the core of this forty-article Programme. In 1959,
504 counties (throughout the reporti, “counties” include
banners, municipalities and districts under big munici-
palities corresponding to the county), or 28 per cent of all
1,786 counties in the country, reached or surpassed the
Programme’s planned grain yield, on 286,770,000 mu of
grain fields, or 24 per cent of our present total of 1,200
million mu.

The Programme calls for the average yield of ginned
cotton per mu to reach 40, 60, 80 or 100 jin depending
on local conditions in the same twelve years. In 1959,
45 counties gathered over 100 jin of ginned cotton per mu
from 7,613,000 mu of cotton fields; 55 counties got 80-99
jin from 10,448,000 mu; 104 counties got 60-79 jin from
18.423.000 mu. As to the cotton fields which yielded less
than 60 jin per mu, many localities kept no statistics on
whether the cotton yield was above or below 40 jin per
mu. This is because the overwhelming bulk of the cotton
ficlds produced more than 40 jin per mu, and it was
mainly the newly-cultivated cotton fields which yielded
less than 40 jin per mu. In all, 204 counties, or 20 per
cent of our 1,027 cotton-growing counties, produced over
60, 80 or 100 jin of ginned cotton per mu, from 36,484.000
mu of cotton fields, or 42 per cent of the more than 85
million mu from which cotton was actually harvested.

In addition to grain and cotton, varying increases
were also registered in the past few years in the produc-
tion of oil-bearing crops, hemp, silk, tea, sugar-bearing
crops, vegetables, tobacco, [ruits, medicinal plants and
miscellaneous agricultural products. In 1959, 270 million
pigs were raised, and at the end of the same year there
was an inventory of 180 million pigs in the sties. There
are 120 million peasant households in the entire country.
An average of 1.5 pigs was raised by each household
calculated on the basis of this year-end inventory, or more
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than 2 pigs, calculated on the basis of the total number
raised during the year. Thus, the target set for 1962 in
the Programme was reached ahead of schedule. Since
October last year, an extensive mass pig-raising campaign
has unfolded throughout the country and, with pig-raising
given the first importance, there is an upsurge in all-
round development of livestock-breeding. Statistics at
the beginning of March this year showed that in the
whole countiry there were over 17 million big domestic
animals who were with young. This is the cornerstone
of a great growth in cattle, horses, donkeys, mules and
other domestic animals this year. In the two years 1958
and 1959, 540 million mu of land were afforested. Pro-
duction in the mountain regions has gone beyond simply
cambining farming, forestry and animal husbandry.
Some sections are using valley reservoirs to develop
fisheries. Some sections have set up a small forest
chemical industry and other industries, using indigenous
methods of production or combining modern and
indigenous methods, launching a campaign to find
“myriad treasures in a mountain.” The side-occupations
run by the pcople’s communes have also developed more
quickly than was the case with the co-operatives in the
past. The production of some local special products and
handicrafts has been resumed, after a long lapse. The
rural people’s communes of the nation earned several
thousand million yuan in the “little autumn harvest” cam-
paign and the short-distance transport campaign last
winter. The 1959 catch in ocean and fresh water fishery
reached 5,020,000 tons, 1,900,000 tons more than the 1957
catch of 3,120,000 tons. The output value of rural indus-
tries run by the people’s communes reached about 10,000
million yuan in 1959. Commune-run indusiry is a new
economic department which rose after the establishment
of the people’s communes throughout the rural areas, and
for which no plan was made in the National Programme
for Agricultural Development.,

Owing to the great development of the diversified
economy of the people’s communes, agricultural output
value in 1959 amounted to 78,300 million yuan (excluding
the 10,000 million yuan output value of the commune-
run industries), increasing both the communes’ accumula-
tion funds and the commune members’ personal income.
After the deduction of taxes, public reserve funds, public
welfare funds and various production costs, the per capita
annual income of the rural population in 1959 reached
about 85 yuan, catching up with the average income level
(60 yuan per person) of the well-to-do middle peasants
before agricultural co-operation. The target of the Pro-
gramme set for around 1962 was thus attained ahead of
time. This is the average level for the whole country,
with many rich areas already surpassing the level of 85
yuan and a considerable number of areas still falling be-
low this level.

A S regards measures for increasing agricultural produc-

tion, during the big leap forward in 1958, Comrade
Mao Tse-tung, applying the advanced principles of agri-
cultural science and summarizing the rich experience
of the peasant masses in the practice of production, put
forward the “Eight-Point Charter for Agriculture” —
deep ploughing and soil improvement, rational applica-
tion of fertilizer, water conservancy, seed selection,
rational close planting, plant protection, field management
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and the reform of farm tools. The Charter is even richer
and more complete in content than the various measures
for increasing production laid down in the National Pro-
gramme for Agricultural Development. In the past two
vears, the people’s communes have universally put the
Charter into operation. Beginning from the winter of
1957, tens of millions of people came forward to engage
in the building of water conservancy works on a vast
scale. In the past two years, the irrigated area has been
increased by 550 million mu; added to the area originally
under irrigation, the total is 1,070 million mu, of which
610 million mu are already able to withstand drought for
30, 50 or 70 days, as provided by the Programme. As
regards [ertilizer, we have in the past few years developed
pig raising and extended the area sown to green manure.
The people’s communes have set up large numbers of
plants for producing chemical fertilizers by indigenous
methods; some have set up small modern plants capable
of producing 800 tons of synthetic ammonia (cqual to
3,000 tons of ammonium sulphate) annually; and the
statle has invested in the setling up of a number of
modern chemical fertilizer plants, with the result that
there have been big increases in organic and inorganic
fertilizers. As regards soil improvement, of the more
than 700 million mu of lowlands subject to waterlogging
and various types of low-yielding lands, initial improve-
ment has been effected on 450 million mu, making up 60
per cent of the total. Of the 1.5 million square kilometres
of land rather seriously affected by soil erosion, pre-
liminary measures for water and soil conservation have
been carried out on 600,000 square kilometres, or 40 per
cent.  In the past two years, an extensive mass soil sur-
vey campaign has also been launched. The data so ob-
tained is being subjected to scientific analysis in the
localities, various measures are being studied for soil im-
provement, cultivation and manuring appropriate to
varied local conditions, land utilization plans are being
mapped out step by step by the people’s communes and
production brigades and card files are being set up for
each plot of land. These are very valuable pieces of
foundation work in farming, both mass in character and
scientific. In 1959, the area sown to better seceds of
various kinds of farm crops reached 1,800 million mu, or
80 per cent of the total sown area. The use of better
seeds ol such major farm crops as cotton, wheat, rice and
tuber crops has been in the main popularized. The
people’s communes in various places have set up more
than 54 million mu of seed-raising bases. Rational close
planting has been widely popularized. Too close and too
sparse planting are both on the wane, and the laws of
rational close planting are being grasped by more and
more people. Of the 11 kinds of plant diseases and
insect pests which the National Programme for Agricul-
tural Development requires should be basically eliminated
in seven or 12 years, the damage caused by aphids and
red spiders has been eliminated in the main cotton-grow-
ing areas; practically no withered or red leaves can be
seen on the cotton plants. Locusts and army-worms are
basically under control, wreaking devastation no more.
Other damages such as those caused by wheat smut and
rice borers have been generally reduced to below 2 per
cent. In many places, blocks of tens and hundreds of
thousands of mu of farmland have been freed from
diseases and pests. The Programme requires that the
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eight most serious animal diseasecs
should be basically eliminated, in
periods of seven and 12 years various-
ly. Of these, rinderpest has been
basically eliminated and the incidence
of hog cholera, New Castle disease
and contagious pleuro-pneumonia of
cattle has been markedly reduced.
Great achievements have also becn
made in the movement to reform tools
used in agricultural production. A
greal variety of new farm implements
including rice transplanters have been
created; by the end of 1959, more than
520 million improved and semi-
mechanized farm implements had
been put in use. This has played no
small part in raising agricultural
labour productivity. New develop-
ments are also noticeable in field
management as well as in meticulous
cultivation and intensive farming.
The people’s communes are every-
where making big efforts to cultivate
large high-yield tracts and to exercise
meticulous care in farming, like in
gardening. The peasants say that
the fields are cultivated just like vegetable gardens
with the ridge as straight as a line and the field
as smooth as a mirror, with deep ploughing, close
planting, good seed strains, proper manuring, prop-
er irrigation, careful cultivation and intensive farm-
ing, and elimination of weeds, insect pests and plant
diseases, The “Eight-Point Charter for Agriculture,”
coming as it does from the masses and going back to the
masses again, has become the canon of agricultural pro-
duction. Besides, considerable achievements have been
scored in the past four years in increasing the cultivation
of high-yield crops, raising the index of multiple crop-
ping, extending the acreage of cultivated land and run-
ning state farms successfully, as required by the Pro-
gramme. The networks of meteorological observatories
and stations, hydrological stations and local roads in the
service of agriculture, which according to the Programme
should be completed in twelve years, have already taken

shape, and in many places have been completed ahead of
schedule.

REAT results have also been obtained in the past few
years in the development of science, education, cul-

ture and public health in the rural areas, as provided
for in the Programme. By 1959, over 110 million young
and middle-aged people, or two-thirds of all youth and
middle-aged pcople in the countryside, had been freed
from the slate of illiteracy. The people’s communes and
the production brigades are setting up schools with the
result that primary education has in the main become
universal in the countryside. At the same time, the peo-
ple’s communes have set up over 30,000 agricultural
secondary schools with a total enrolment of 2,960,000.
There is an average of 1.2 such schools and about 120
students for every commune. These form the basis and
starting point for further popularizing secondary school
education in the rural areas. Besides, various kinds of
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spare-time schools and “red and expert” schools have also
been founded by people’s communes. Experimentation
and research in agricultural science have become mass
activities for the peasants. According to incomplete
statistics from 12 provinces, there are at present 7.690
experimentation and research organizations for agricul-
tural science run by people’s communes, with over 38,000
people taking part. A nationwide agro-science experi-
mentation and research network with the people’s com-
munes as the basis has basically taken shape. Many
model peasants who were originally illiterate or semi-
illiterate have now become research members of the
Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences or its pro-
vincial branches or members of agronomists’ associations.
Some have been invited to give lectures in colleges. A
wire-broadcasting network, and telephone and postal
networks have been set up throughout the countryside in
the main, with the exception of a few remote districts.

The tremendous achievements of the movement for
eliminating the “four pests” and promoting hygiene are
well known and universally acclaimed. For example,
Chishan County in Shansi Province and the city of Foshan
in Kwangtung Province have emerged as the model
county and city where the “four pests” have in the main
been wiped out. Now, the battle against sparrows is
practically over, grain output is annually on the increase,
and the damage done by sparrows to the grain has been
greatly lessened. Meanwhile, forests and orchards have
been greatly expanded. Sparrows are the “natural
enemy” of the insect pests which do harm to fruit trees
and other trees. Therefore, we should stop killing spar-
rows from now on. In the list of “four pests” in the
Programme, sparrows should be replaced by bed bugs.
Some of the diseases, which according to the Programme
should be basically eliminated and actively guarded
against in 12 years’ time, have already been virtually
wiped out or effectively prevented (as in the case of
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smallpox, bubonic plague, etc). Seventy per cent of
those suffering from schistosomiasis have been cured.
The incidence of other illnesses has also dropped sharply.

As to the provisions of the Programme concerning
the care of women and children and the implementation
of the “five guarantees™ more work has actually been
done in these respects than stipulated in the Programme.
This is owing to the fact that the people’s communes
carry out a system of distribution which combines wage
and the free supply system, and have set up on a large
scale community dining-rooms, nurseries, maternity
homes and “homes of respect for the aged.”

IN a word, as a result of the actual implementation of
the National Programme for Agricultural Develop-
ment in the past four years, some of its contents have
already been surpassed by actual life, while some of
its provisions have been basically realized, some realized
to a large extent and others carried out in some areas.
These are great victories won in the past two years
mainly under the three red banners of the general line,
the big leap forward and the people’s commune. These
victories have laid the foundation for the pre-schedule
fulfilment of the National Programme for Agricultural
Development,

On the other hand, we must note that it is no easy
job to fulfil the National Programme for Agricultural
Development ahead of schedule. First of all, over 70 per
cent of the counties have not yet reached the Programme
targets for average annual per mu output of grain. The
country’s total grain output has, in the past four years,
increased by 190,500 million jin, that is, from 349,600
million jin in 1955 to 540,100 million jin in 1959. But
according to the target set in the Programme, the nation’s
total grain output should be 720,000 million to 750,000
million jin, over 180,000 million jin or over one-third
more than the total output in 1959. This requires great
efforts on our part. When grain output reaches 720,000
million jin, the per capita consumption of grain will be
1,000 jin or a little more. It will, of course, be quite a
big leap forward compared with the past. Still, we can-
not regard the grain problem as settled then, but should
proceed to strive for a per capita consumption of at least
1,500 jin of grain a year. Great efforts are also required
to raise the cotton output to the Programme target, and
further efforts will still be needed when the target is
reached.

There is also much work to be done on measures to
increase production. For instance, in irrigation, the
building of reservoirs itself does not mean that the irri-
gated acreage indicated in the construction figures has
all actually received the benefits of irrigation. Actual bene-
fits can only be obtained when the reservoirs are filled,
canals and ditches are dug, the land is levelled off and
lifting equipment is at hand. Some projects, especially
big ones, cannot yield results or yield full results in the
first year. They usually become fully effective only from
the next year or the third year onwards. We must con-
tinue our efforts and strive for the pre-schedule fulfil-

*By “five guarantees” is meant “food, clothing, fuel,
bringing up of children, and burial expenses” — benefits pro-
vided to those who are aged or disabled with no close relatioas
to depend on.—Tr.
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ment of the target for the areas fully benefited by irri-
gation to reach 900 million mu in 12 years as envisaged
in the Programme. However, even when this target s
achieved, we can only “prevent orvdinary floods and
drought,” as is described in the Programme. Therefore,
we must make further efforts. Taking engineering and
biological measurcs for water and soil conservation too
does not mean the complete control of water and soil
erosion. Only when the trees and grasses that have been
planted take root and grow, their root systems spread
out and the tree-tops take shape, can the fruits of water
and soil conservation and conservation of water sources
be obtained. It takes a long time from planting the irees
to really covering all bare places with greenery. There
are still many places where only a few trees have been
planted, and the trees planted must be made to grow and
grow well and their tops must grow out before we can
say that all bare places have been covered with greenery.

We should also make long-term, constant and re-
peated efforts to carry out these provisions of the Pro-
gramme: to basically eliminate and actively prevent insect
blights and plant diseases, to basically eliminate the most
harmful diseases of livestock, to basically eliminate,
actively prevent and cure the most harmful diseases
affecting the health of people, and to basically eliminate
rats, bed bugs, flies and mosquitoes. These things cannot
be eliminated once for all at one swoop, but constantly
recur and must be wiped out again.

The Programme requires that the state, collective
units, and individuals build up grain reserves enough for
one or two years. Of course, some amount can be built
up before a great rise in grain output, but such great
grain reserves cannot be built up in a very short time.
Housing repairs and house building must be carried on
and the housing conditions of the commune members im-
proved. But for the next few years, the funds
accumulated by the communes should be mainly used in
capital construction for productive purposes. The build-
ing of new houses for commune members can only be
carried out step by step. Efforts should be made over a
rather long period to carry out the provisions of the
Programme in these respects.

It can thus be seen that the fulfilment of the National
Programme for Agricultural Development is still an im-
portant task which should be carried through by all the
peasants and the nation as a whole, and to fulfil the Pro-
gramme ahead of time requires arduous efforts and hard
work for another few years. Furthermore, the carrying
out of the Programme does not mean that agriculture has
got altogether “over the hump.” We still have a long
way to go. In the spirit of uninterrupted revolution and
under the guidance of the three red banners of the
general line for building socialism, the big leap forward
and the people’s commune, we must go all out, strive
hard, put forward a new task as soon as the old one is
completed, and march on continuously and bravely.

III

HE people’s commune system is the fundamental
guarantee for our pre-schedule fulfilment of the Pro-
gramme for Agricultural Development. We should carry
through the resolutions adopted by the Centiral Com-
mittee of the Chinese Communist Party concerning the
people’s communes so as to ensure their continuous
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healthy development. We should make energetic efforts
to develop the economy at production brigade level, par-
ticularly to strengthen the leadership of and aid to the
poorer brigades, so that they may gradually catch up
with the well-to-do ones; at the same time, on the condi-
tion of adhering to the three-level ownership, we should
energetically develop the economy at commune level.
Our goal is to move on from basic ownership at produc-
tion brigade level to that at commune level, and after-
wards from basic ownership at commune level to owner-
ship by the whole people. But there must be prerequisite
conditions for attaining this goal. The conditions for the
realization of basic ownership at commune level are as
follows: firstly, the economy of the whole commune has
developed to an average annual income level of 150-200
yuan per person; secondly, the sector owned by the com-
mune has established a predominant position in the
economy of the whole commune; thirdly, the poorer bri-
gades have caught up with the well-to-do ones; and fourth-
ly, mechanization and semi-mechanization in the rural
areas have reached certain proportions. In order to create
these conditions, we must adhere to the three-level
ownership, the system of distribution mainly based on
the principle “to each according to his work,” and the
system of exchange on the basis of equal values. Adher-
ing to these systems is not only in the interests of pro-
duction and construction in the people’s communes today,
but is also conducive to their gradual transition in the
future; it conforms not only with the demands arising
[rom the immediate interests of the masses, but also
with those of their long-term interests.

We should make full use of the advantages of the
people’'s communes in unified planning of production,
and in a more satisfactory way effect an all-round devel-
opment of the diversified economy of agriculture, forestry,
animal husbandry, side-oceupations and fishery. Each
commune should, according to its conditions, adapt itself
to the requirements of the Programme for Agricultural
Development. In agriculture, with grain as the key
lever, appropriate arrangements should be made for the
deployment of production of grain, cotton, oil-bearing
crops, hemp, silk, tea, sugar-bearing crops, vegetables,
tobacco, fruits, medicinal plants and miscellaneous agricul-
tural products. In animal husbandry, the current pig-
raising campaign should be developed continuously; and,
with pig-raising given the first importance, cattle, sheep,
horses, donkeys, mules, chickens, ducks, geese, rabbits and
bees should all be increased. In forestry, side-occupations
and fishery, there should also be appropriate arrangements
for each branch of production. Good arrangements for
the deployment of various spheres of production will
make it possible to bring about an all-round develop-
ment in agricultural production as a whole in a planned
and proportionate way, and to develop it at a quicker
tempo.

A S a result of the switch-over to people’s communes in

the countryside, active promotion of the technical
transformation of agriculture has become an important
task for the whole Party and the whole nation. On the
one hand, we should on the basis of combining advanced
agricultural science with experience gained in practical
work daily enrich the contents of the “Eight-Point
Charter” and constantly push forward technical innova-
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tions and technical revolution in farming methods. On
the other hand, we must also accelerate technical innova-
tions and technical revolution in farm tools, and work
energetically for an earlier mechanization of our agricul-
ture. Back in May 1959, Comrade Mao Tse-tung already
pointed out that following the switch-over to people’s
communes in the countryside, “the fundamental way out
for agriculture lies in mechanization,” and “counting
from 1959, we should achieve a minor solution in four
years, an intermediate solution in seven years, and a
major solution in ten years.” This tempo is much
quicker than that originally envisaged in the Programme
for Agricultural Development. The mechanization of
agriculture in our country will be realized step by step,
from tool reform to semi-mechanization and to mech-
anization. Mechanization of agriculture is many-sided —
agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry, side-occupations
and fishery are all to be gradually semi-mechanized and
mechanized. In agriculture, farming, drainage and irri-
gation, prevention and cure of plant diseases and insect
pests, field transport and preliminary processing of agri-
cultural products are also to be semi-mechanized and
mechanized step by step. As conditions vary in different
localities, what should be mechanized first and what types
of machinery should be used must be settled according
to place, time and situation. Our country is one with a
large population and comparatively small cultivated area,
and we have fine traditions of careful, intensive farming.
Therefore, agricultural mechanization must also be inte-
grated with the various measures of the “Eight-Point
Charter” and with our fine traditions of careful, intensive
farming, so that farm mechanization not only raises labour
productivity in agriculture but also raises the yield per
unit area. The modernization of our agricultural techni-
que will be characterized by the integration of mechani-
zation with garden-style farming,

N order to promote the progress of the whole campaign
for technical innovations and technical revolution
in agriculture, and to secure a continued leap forward in
agricultural production, we must continue to vigorously
develop industry run by the people’s communes, while
seeing to it that the big, modern industry turns out more
means of production for agriculture. The people’s com-
munes should not only set up all kinds of factories to
process agricultural products but should also, according
to the local resources, establish various enterprises for
coal mining, power-generating, metallurgy and manu-
facturing chemicals, and turn out iron and steel by in-
digenous methods, manufacture improved and semi-
mechanized farm tools and produce chemical fertilizers
and other farm chemicals by indigenous methods. The
people’s communes should also_expand the construction
of highways and simple railways according to their needs
and possibilities. The expansion of commune-run industry
and transport and communications will enable us to im-
plement even better the policy of simultaneously de-
veloping industry and agriculture, speed up the develop-
ment of agricultural production and construction and
change the economic and cultural face of the rural areas
at a faster speed.

In order to fulfil the Programme for Agricultural
Development ahead of schedule, we must summon up all
forces from every quarter. Comrade Mao Tse-tung has
pointed out that in developing our national economy we
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must take agriculture as the foundation and industry as
the dominant factor, combining the priority development
of heavy industry with the rapid development of agri-
culture. Speeding up the agricultural development is a
key point in the high-speed, proportionate development
of our national economy. When our agriculture devel-
ops, not only does it make the building up of light in-
dustry easier, but heavy industry, too. At the same
time, stepping up agricultural development and especial-
ly carrying out agricultural mechanization call for assist-
ance from industry and other departments. Fulfilling
the Programme for Agricultural Development ahead of
schedule is not only the task of several hundred million
peasants, nor only that of the agricultural departments,
but is the task of all economic, cultural and educational
departments as well. Industry, communications, finances,
trade, banking, science, education, culture, public health—
all these departments should work out plans to render
better assistance to agricultural production and construc-
tion, according to the demands made on them by the
Programme for Agricultural Development and the fur-
ther development of agricultural production and con-
struction. They should also carefully check on the im-
plementation of the plans so as to solve the problems
as they crop up.

HE consolidation and development of the people’s
commune system, the developmenti of agricultural
production and construction, the advancement of science,
education, culture and public health in the rural areas,
and the assistance given to agriculture by various de-
partments—the accomplishment of all these calls for the

setting in motion of the forces of hundreds of millions of

people. Therefore, in doing all this, we must carry out
the Party’s mass line. The leading cadres at all levels
must improve their style of leadership in earnest, con-
tinue to pursue the policy of running people’s com-
munes and all other undertakings industriously and
thriftily, oppose corruption, extravagance, bureaucratic
and arbitrary styles of work and treat others entirely as
equals, persist in sending cadres down to take part in
physical labour, merge completely with the masses, know
how to rely on them and bring their initiative and
creativeness into full play; they must constantly investi-
gate and study, get to know the situation, analyse prob-
lems, constantly raise their political level, their level
of economic theory and ability of analysis and percep-
tion in practical work. The cadres of the people’s com-
munes should be good at organizing both production and
life, showing close concern for the life of the masses
while expanding production, seeing to it that work is
combined with appropriate rest. The community dining-
rooms are now a central question in arranging the life
of the masses. By the end of 1959, 3,900,000 community
dining-rooms had been set up and 400 million people ate
there, which is 73 per cent of the total number of rural
commune members. Therefore, doing a good job on the
community dining-rooms is an important matter, bearing
on the immediate interests of the broadest masses of
people. At present the majority of the community
dining-rooms are relatively well run and the masses are
satisfied with them, but not enough community dining-
rooms have been set up in some places, and some of them
are not so well run. We must continue to set up com-
munity dining-rooms in a big way, on the basis of vol-
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untary participation, and run them well. The Ilead-
ing cadres at various levels of the communes must
personally strengthen leadership of the community
dining-rooms, and not just hand over this work to lower-
echelon cadres. The dining-rooms must be run democrat-
ically and the accounts made public at regular intervals.
All the community dining-rooms should raise pigs and
grow vegetables. The consumption of staple foods should
be planned and economized, and we must see to it that
everyone gets enough to eat and eats well. Other com-
mune-run welfare undertakings must also be well
managed. Now, many districts are preparing to set up
do-all service centres to meet the daily needs of the peo-
ple based on existing collective welfare organizations like
community dining-rooms, nurseries, etc. This is a new
experience which is worth studying and popularizing.
Good management of these welfare undertakings and
good arrangement of the life of the commune members
can further promote the development of production.

The present situation in our country is fine. On the
basis of the continuous big leaps of 1958 and 1959, there
can be a continued leap forward not only in 1960, but
throughout the whole decade of the 60s. Now, a move-
ment for technical innovations and technical revolution,
centring on mechanization, semi-mechanization, auto-
mation and semi-automation, is under way in all de-
pariments throughout the cities and countryside, and is
sure to surge onward in wave after wave. Among our
650 million people, socialist initiative has reached an un-
precedenied height. We are fully confident that, under
the guidance of the Party’s general line for socialist con-
struction, relying on the great strength and collective
wisdom of the masses, we will certainly catch up with
and outstrip Britain in the output of major industrial
products in less than ten years, fulfil and overfulfil the
original demands set in the Programme for Agricultural
Development in less than twelve years, and on this basis,
continue to strive to bring about an even greater advance
in our countryside.

v

ELLOW Deputies! The Draft Programme for Agricul-

tural Development reflects the progress of our coun-
tryside along the socialist path. In the past four years it
has penetrated deeply into the minds of the people and
played an important part in promoting the socialist revolu-
tion and socialist construction in our countryside. Although
in these four years our countryside has undergone a pro-
found change-over from agricultural producers’ co-opera-
tives to people’s communes, with the subsequent changes
on every hand, nevertheless the fulfilment of all the Pro-
gramme demands will still take a certain period of time,
so that the Programme still plays and will continue to
play a great role in mobilizing the broad masses of people.

Therefore, the Central Committee of the Chinese Com-
munist Party and the State Council propose that the
National People’s Congress adopt and promulgate the
Programme for Agricultural Development (1956-1967) in
accordance with the revised draft version without making
further amendments. except for individual changes in
the article on the wiping out of the four pests. It is also
proposed that the Congress call on the peasants and the
whole nation to work hard to fulfil the Programme two
or three years ahead of schedule.
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Imperialism—Source of War in Modern
Times—and the Path of the Peoples’
Struggle for Peace

by YU CHAO-LI

The following article was published in the April 1
issue of “Hongqi,” fortnightly of the Central Committee of
the Chinese Communist Party, to commemorate the 90th
enniversary of Lenin’s birth., Emphases (in bold face
type) are ours.—Ed.

FPYHE struggle to defend world peace and make it lasting

is the major political “order of the day” for the peo-
ples of the world. In this struggle, we are fighting against
the imperialist war forces and their policies of aggression
and war. This truth is self-evident.

Lenin taught us that in the era of imperialism, the
imperialist system is the source of war. Imperialist war
is a continuation of its policy of aggression and enslave-
ment. In times of peace, the imperialists always pursue
a whole set of policies for the continuous extension of the
rule of monopoly capital. The exploitation and oppres-
sion of their peoples at home, their domination and
plunder of the colonies and semi-colonies and the rivalry
among monopoly capital groups in various countries do
in fact breed new wars. To the imperialists, peace is no
more than an interval between wars. Taking advantage
of the interval, they work energetically to expand their
arms and prepare for the next war. They wage war to
redivide the world and, under certain conditions, to con-
clude the type of peace treaties they require. The peace
and peace treaties which are to their liking themselves
generate new wars and may at any moment be scrapped
by the imperialists. The Paris Peace Treaty concluded
by the imperialist powers following World War I did not
prevent them from attacking each other in the first place,
thus touching off World War II. After the Second World
War, U.S. imperialism, supplanting German, Japanese and
Italian fascism, unceremoniously blocked the signing of
peace treaties. By unrestrained arms expansion and war
preparations and the ever more frequent alternation be-
tween war and peace tactics, it endeavours to realize its
imperialist ambitions to dominate the world.

Of late certain representative figures in U.S. ruling
circles seem to be paying greater lip service to peace than
hitherto and playing more peace games. They hope to
create the illusion among people that Eisenhower and
his kind are capable of “laying down the butcher’s knife
and turning into buddhas.” They want people to believe
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that U.S. imperialism will offer the gift of peace to the
world.

Will Eisenhower and his like really lay down their
butcher’s knives? Does U.S. imperialism actually desire
world peace? Facts are most eloquent. Numerous events
have demonstrated that juggling with peace, Eisenhower
and those like him are actively preparing for war. There
are irrefutable facts to show this.

HE State of the Union and Budget Messages submitted

by Eisenhower to the Congress this year were not
messages of peace, but messages of war; not messages of
disarmament, but messages of armaments expansion.
Nearly 60 per cent of the 1960 U.S. budget outlays, amount-
ing to more than 45,000 million dollars, are allocated to
arms expansion and war preparations. The recent great
debate in the U.S. Congress and monopoly-controlled press
was similarly not a debate on peace or war, but a debate on
how to expand armaments and prepare for war. Eisen-
hower truculently declared that the United States has “got
all of the power that would be necessary to destroy a
good many countries,” that henceforth no effort will be
spared to supply a “real deterrent” and that more guided
missiles will be developed as well as more atomic sub-
marines. In their electioneering, the two major bourgeois
political parties in the United States, the Democratic and
Republican Parties, are not campaigning on a programme
for peace and easing of international tensions but com-
peting for better records in armaments expansion and
war preparations. The United States still has over a mil-
lion troops stationed in more than 70 countries and re-
gions. It has more than 250 military bases in foreign
countries and is accelerating the establishment of inter-
mediate range and other guided missile bases abroad. In
the United States itself, more than ten I.C.B.M. bases are
in process of construction. At the end of last year Eisen-
hower announced that the United States was free to re-
sume nuclear weapons tests. The United States has con-
tinuously conducted military manoeuvres, experiments
with various types of guided missiles and underground
non-nuclear explosions. Recently it has proclaimed its
readiness to conduct underground nuclear tests. This im-
posing array of facts makes it clear that Eisenhower and
his kind will never lay down their butcher’s knives. U.S.
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imperialism being what it is will certainly not abandon
its policy of war.

The peace which U.S. imperialism seeks is nothing
but peace with U.S. global domination. Neither Eisen-
hower today, nor Dulles yesterday, made any effort to
hide the meaning of their “peace with justice.” In their
eyes, the socialist countries are “captive nations,” all
revolutions are “means of evil” and “peace with justice”
is a peace in which socialism is eliminated, revolutions in
all countries are “strictly verboten” and the peoples of the
world submissively knuckle under to the oppression and
exploitation of U.S. monopoly capital. Last year, Eisen-
hower personally stage-managed the farce of the so-called
“captive nations week” in the United States. Recently,
U.S. Secretary of State Herter issued a provocative state-
ment propagating the illusion that the three Soviet Baltic
republics of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia would one
day “again enjoy national independence.” The national
revolution in Iraq and the national liberation war in Cuba
are regarded by the U.S. imperialists as impermissible
“armed conquests” of “free nations.” In their eyes, “the
pattern for world peace” can only be found in “the pattern
of the national life” of the United States. It is thus clear
that the “peace” they secck is nothing but U.S. world
domination, a duplicate of the ancient pax Romana and
the pax Britannica of the 19th century.

NOT long ago U.S. ruling circles published reports by

certain leading research institutes on foreign and
military policies. These reports arrive at a like conclusion,
namely, that in carrying out its imperialist policy the
United States must play the peace game at the same time
that it actively prepares for war. It is well known that
the United States is not subject to armed threat from
any country in the world. Yet the US. imperialists in
overall state policy always give top priority to war prep-
arations. The Rockefeller Brothers Fund, Inc, repre-
senting the most powerful financial group in the United
States, prepared a foreign policy report which says that
while seeking “peace,” the United States must be pre-
pared to face up to the possibility of war. It poses the
question of “whether peace shall be the whole aim of
foreign policy; whether everything shall be yielded to
that end” and replies “clearly the answer must be no.”
A report submitted to the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations
Committee by a research group at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity associated with the Morgan financial grouping
notes that since the initiation of nuclear war remains a
possible course, the United States “should have the ability
to fight such a war.” Another study published by the
Stanford Rescarch TInstitute with Pentagon connections
declares that “with current technology, there are plausible,
even probable, circumstances in which the leaders of a
country might decide [nuclear] war was the best alterna-
tive,” and that the United States should be “prepared to
fight a war in addition to being able to deter one.” U.S.
News and World Report, a mouthpiece of U.S. monopoly
capital, states in an article prefacing extracts from these
three reports that “rival powers or rival groupings of
powers will inevitably develop antagonisms—military or
economic—and those antagonisms are likely, in the future
as in the past, to lead to a test of strength.” Regretting
that the United States did not take advantage of the
opportunity when, at the end of World War II, it “was
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in a position to assume world domination,” it concludes
that “only through world dominance by a single power
can assurance of safety from nuclear war be established.”
This reveals, fully and flagrantly, the aim of world
domination pursued by U.S. imperialism, identical with
that of Hitler.

T O realize its ambition for world hegemony, U.S. im-

perialism is on the one hand actively preparing for
“total war,” that is world war, while on the other is
encrgetically engaged in preparing for “limited wars,”
that is “local wars.” Eisenhower has declared that “to
meet a situation of less than general nuclear war, we
continue to maintain our carrier forces, our many service
units abroad, our always ready Army Strategic Forces
and Marine Corps divisions. . . .” The Rockefeller Fund
report also notes that “the United States must at what-
ever costs maintain its military capacity to fight either
general or local wars if force is necessary to preserve
its vital interest.” Again, “the United States must not
only preserve its power of nuclear retaliation as a deter-
rent to Soviet power but must also have sufficient forces
to deal with non-nuclear wars.” The Stanford Research
Institute’s study makes the point that aside from strength-
ening its present armed forces, the United States should
“institute an adequate civil-defense program and a limited-
war program.” In other words, even il it is not possible
for the United States to fight a big war, it will fight
medium or small wars, and if it is compelled to refrain
from waging a nuclear war, it will wage wars with con-
ventional weapons. The Johns Hopkins University report
even advocates the use of nuclear weapons in “local
wars.” It advises that: “Forseeable progress in nuclear
engineering will make possible a reduction in the costs,
and consequent increase in the availability, of fissile mate-
rials. Such achievements can be expected to facilitate
the nuclearizing of small wars. . . .” The U.S. imperial-
isls consider the strategy of carrying on local wars on
the basis of active preparation for world war most ad-
vantageous to them. They are aware that lagging far
behind the Soviet Union in military science and tech-
nology, they will suffer extremely serious consequences
if they venture to start a world war. Nevertheless,
they are neither willing nor able to abandon their policy
of war. That is why in the hope of step by step realiz-
ing their imperialist objectives they have adopted the
strategy of “limited wars” (i.e., “local wars”) short of
world war.

The U.S. policy of “local wars” is a kind of conclu-
sion drawn from historical experience in pursuance of
its policy of aggressive wars. U.S. control over the
Western Hemisphere was effected by resorting to this
tactic of “local wars.” The era of imperialism has a his-
tory replete with “local wars,” besides the two world wars.
The Second World War began with a series of local wars.
From the end of World War II until today, there have
been an uninterrupted series of local wars started by
the imperialists: wars of imperialist intervention against
the revolutions of other countries, wars of imperialist
suppression of the national liberation movemenls and
wars of imperialist aggression against the socialist coun-
tries. Though the imperialist powers have not yet fought
directly among themselves, there is a serious latent danger
of war. Wars of the kind noted above are precisely the
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products of the fundamental contradictions inherent in
imperialism and the continuation of the basic policies of
U.S. imperialism. Since the Second World War, U.S. im-
perialism has adopted a policy most aggressive and hos-
tile to the peoples of the world. Assuming the role of
self-styled “mternational gendarme,” it has taken upon
itself the task of suppressing national and democratic
revolutions in all colonies and semi-colonies and the peo-
ple's revolutions in all capitalist countries; it insists on
carrying out a policy of “Western unity” so as to compel
the other imperialist nations to bow to U.S. dictates., It
even dreams of wiping out the socialist camp in order to
realize its ambitions for world domination. It is just be-
cause U.S. imperialism adheres to this reactionary policy
that the world has been subjected to the actual calamity
of the various U.S.-created “local wars™ and the danger of
world war still exists.

Facts show clearly that today, just as Lenin pointed out
more than forty years ago, the danger of war still lies in
the imperialist system. Imperialism is by nature preda-
tory. The policies of the imperialist countries in times
of “peace” serve the purpose of plunder. When this
policy of plunder meets with obstacles which cannot be
surmounted by “peace” tactics, imperialism resorts to war
to remove them in order once more to get on with its
policy of plunder. The imperialist policy of plunder is
bound to lead to war. There has been no change what-
ever in this fundamental nature of imperialism since the
end of World War II. It is absolutely impermissible for
us to mistake certain tactical changes on the part of im-
perialism for changes in the very nature of imperialism. Im-
perialism may adopt this or that tactic at different periods,
but it will not change its nature, nor will it alter its basic
policies. As long as imperialism lasts, it will exert itself
to the full to realize its object of plunder by alternately
relying principally either on methods of war or “peace.”
Thus, only by perceiving clearly the enemy of world peace,
can we keep our eye on the concrete targets in the de-
fence of peace and opposition to war.

LTHOUGH there has been no change in the nature of

imperialism, there has been a great change since
World War II in the situation in which imperialism finds
itself. Following World War I the capitalist world still
experienced a period of relative stability. With the ex-
ception of the victorious socialist revolution in the Soviet
Union, the revolutions in other countries failed. The im-
perialist colonial system had not yet disintegrated. But
following World War II, there emerged a powerful so-
cialist camp headed by the Soviet Union and embracing
12 nations, and a series of nationally independent coun-
tries. At the same time the old imperialist colonial
system is in process of disintegration. With the appear-
ance of the socialist world resulting in a greatly
contracted capitalist world, the struggles between
imperialism on the one hand and the colonial and
semi-colonial countries and their peoples on the other,
between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat within the
imperialist countries, and among the imperialist powers
themselves over sources of raw materials and markets
have become much more acute, complex and intense than
during the post World War I period. But this changing
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situation by no means warrants the conclusion that im-
perialism will no longer make war or that the root cause
of modern war has been eradicated.

According to the Leninist theory, the contradictions
between imperialism on the one hand and the colonies
and semi-colonies on the other are irreconcilable and an-
tagonistic in nature. They constitute one of the root causes
of modern wars. Lenin said that the domination of the
imperialist powers “over hundreds of millions of inhabi-
tants of the colonies was maintained only by constant,
uninterrupted, never-ending wars. . . .”* “The history of
the 20th century, this century of ‘unbridled imperialism,’
is,” he said, “replete with colonial wars. . . . One of the
main features of imperialism is that it accelerates the
development of capitalism in the most backward coun-
tries, and thereby widens and intensifies the struggle
against national oppression. This is a fact. It inevitably
follows from this that imperialism must often give rise
to national wars.”** Lenin also said, “In the era of im-
perialism, national wars waged by the colonies and semi-
colonies are not only possible but inevitable. . .. The
national wars waged by the colonies against imperialism
will inevitably be a continuation of their national libera-
tion policy.”*** Are these principles of Lenin’s no longer
applicable to present conditions? Does the process of the
disintegration of the old imperialist colonial system
signify the end of their colonialist policy? Will im-
perialism voluntarily relinquish its plunder and domina-
tion of the colonies and semi-colonies making it unneces-
sary for the latter to wage national liberation wars?

OST World War II history confirms with increased
clarity the brilliance of Lenin’s scientific thesis cited
above. The disintegration of the old imperialist colonial
system does not mean that imperialism has given up its
basic policy of colonialism. With the support of the
powerful socialist camp, the struggles for national inde-
pendence waged by many former colonies of the impe-
rialist countries have compelled imperialism to make con-
cessions of varying degrees. This is a victory of our time.
However, it should not be overlooked that imperialism's
life line is sustained by the acquisition of stable
sources of raw materials and markets. The old im-
perialist powers are leaving no stone unturned in their
effort to maintain their interests in the former colonial
and semi-colonial countries and, wherever possible, U.S.
imperialism is trying desperately to get a foothold in
their spheres under the pretext of “filling the vaccum.”
West Germany and Japan hankering after raw materials
and markets are with U.S. backing once more injecting
themselves into the picture. Compared with prewar years
plunder of the colonies by the imperialist powers through
trade has intensified and such trade now constitutes a
greater proportion of the total volume than before. There
has been no decline in the percentage of Britain’s trade
with the “sterling areca” or that of France with the “franz
area.” Between 1947 and 1956, new U.S. investments in the

**War and Revolution,” Collected Works of Lenin, Vol.
XXIV.

**“The Military Programme ol the Proletarian Revolu-
tion,” Collected Works of Lenin, Vol. XXIII.

**+“On Junius’ Pamphlet,” Collected Works of Lenin, Vol.
XXII
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