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P.LLA. SHELLS QUEMOY IN ARMED
ANTI-U.S. DEMONSTRATION

Message to Compatriots in Taiwan, Penghu, Quemoy and Matsu from
The Fukien Front Command of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army

Following is the text of the message of the Fulien
Front Command of the Chinese People’s Liberation
Army to our compatriots in Taiwan, Penghu, Quemoy
and Matsu, issued on the afternoon of June 17,
1960. — Ed.

OMPATRIOTS, military and civilian, in Taiwan,
Penghu, Quemoy and Matsu!

Eisenhower is going to make a “visit” to where
you are. He comes with ill-intent; with good
intent he would not come. Eisenhower is the
chieftain of U.S. imperialism; like Dulles in the
past, he has always harboured evil designs
against you. More than a year ago, Dulles went
to where you are to bring pressure to bear upon you,
seeking to subordinate you to the U.S. plot to create
“two Chinas” and make Taiwan an out-and-out U.S.
colony. At that time, we fired our guns and you resisted
the Americans, and Dulles failed to achieve what he
wished. Although Dulles is dead, the U.S. ambition to
annex Taiwan is not dead. Eisenhower's policy is
simply Dulles’ policy. Eisenhower is our enemy and is
also the enemy of all patriotic compatriots in Taiwan,
Penghu, Quemoy and Matsu.

The reputation of U.S. imperialism stinks more
and more. Not long ago, Eisenhower wrecked the four-
power conference of the heads of government and met
with opposition from people all over the world. The
peoples of many countries in Asia have been subjected
to long and intense oppression by the United States,
and so their resistance to it is the strongest. It is pre-
cisely for the purpose of maintaining U.S. positions for
aggression in Asia and intensifying its oppression of the
peoples of the Asian countries that Eisenhower has
come this time from the east to the west side of the
Pacific. The people know how they should “welcome”
this “‘god of plague.” Waves of opposition have risen
everywhere it was announced he would “visit.” Eisen-
hower has put a bold face on it and come. It must not
be thought that the US. imperialists and their lackeys
are tough. The moment the people in south Korea and
Turkey rose with a roar, the U.S. imperialists were
thrown into a panic and their two faithful lackeys
Syngman Rhee and Menderes were overthrown. The
United States has stationed huge forces in Japan, and
the traitorous Kishi government is dead set on conclud-
ing a military alliance with the United States. But the
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Japanese people do not allow this and are waging one
struggle after another, making the very earth quake.
Eisenhower has been declared persona non grata by
the courageous Japanese people. The people gave his
“advance agent” a taste of their strength the moment
he arrived; Eisenhower himself got the door slammed
in his face. The people of the Philippines which has
been long controlled by the United States have also
risen in opposition to Eisenhower’s gangster trip. Pa-
triotic compatriots in Taiwan, Penghu, Quemoy and
Matsu, you will of course not permit Eisenhower to
swagger before you. Three years ago, you stormed the
US. “embassy” in Taipeh and that was a glorious
record in the patriotic struggle against the United
States. Those who act as faithful lackeys of the United
States, standing at its beck and call, cannot fail tc come
to a bad end. We know that you are not resigned to U S.
bullving: The Americans are plottine “autonomy for
Taiwan” and creating opposition groups where vou
are. This has already caused vou enough headaches.
When things come to a head, the Americans will not
keep faith with their lackeys. Syngman Rhee and Men-
deres are examples from which to take warning. In
view of these happenings, how can all those who follow
the United States not feel dismayed? All patriotic
Chinese should unite and wage a resolute struggle
against the U.S. aggressors.

IN support of the just struggle of the peoples of the

Asian countries against Eisenhower’s gangster trip,
in support of the just struggle of our patriotic compatri-
ots in Taiwan, Penghu, Quemoy and Matsu against that
trip and to show the great Chinese people’s contempt
and scorn for Eisenhower, we have decided, in accor-
dance with the usual practice of shelling on odd days,
on June 17, the eve of Eisenhower’s arrival in Taiwan,
and on June 19, the day of his departure from Taiwan,
to conduct an armed demonstration against the
United States at the Quemoy front, shelling to “greet
and send him off.” Recently, the U.S. armed forces
have continuously threatened and committed prov-
ocations against us. This decision of ours is solely
to make a demonstration against U.S. imperialism. All
patriotic compatriots in Taiwan, Penghu, Quemoy and
Matsu who are unwilling to bow to U.S. pressure will
certainly favour this. For your safety, advance notice
is hereby given. During the period of shelling, be sure
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to take shelter in safe areas and do not come out, so
as to avoid accidental injury. Your vessels must also
take care during these two days not to sail near the
areas under fire, so as to avoid danger. Anyone who
does not heed our advice but willingly acts as a cat’s-
Paw and dares to interfere with this great armed
demonstration against the United States, will surely be

Round the Week

severely punished. Don’t say that you have not been
warned in advance!

The Fukien Front Command of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army

June 17, 1960

The Nation Condemns Eisenhower’s
Gangster Trip, Vows to Liberate Taiwan

POWERFUL shore batteries of the People's Liberation

Army on the Fukien front “greeted” Eisenhower just
before he arrived in Taiwan. When he left, they gave
him an equally hot “send-off.” Soon after the message
issued by the Fukien Front Command of the P.L.A. to
compatriots in Taiwan, Penghu, Quemoy and Matsu was
broadcast over the Fukien front radio station. countless
flashes ripped the twilisht skv. and thonsands of funs
began their shelling. P.L.A. men sent them off to the
shouts of: “Go back home, Eisenhower, fire!” “US.
aggressors, get out of Taiwan, fire!” “Get out of Japan,
fire!” “Get out of Korea. fire!” “Get out of Asia, fire!”
“We will liberate our territory Taiwan. fire!” The shells
which rained on the Quemoy Tslands. the Tatan and
Frhtan Islands raised an anti-U.S. storm in the Taiwan
Straits that was heard around the world.

Eisenhower, in defiance of the opposition of the
Asian people, came all the way across the Pacific Ocean.
There could be no doubt as to the meaning of his trip
aimed at aggravating world tension. preparing for new
aggressive wars. and intensifvine U.S. oppression and
enslavement of the Asian peoples. That is why this
frans-Pacific expedition of the US. imperialist chieftain
has aroused the wrath of all the peace-loving people of
Asia and the world over.

The shelling of the Quemoy Islands by the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army in its great armed anti-U.S.
demonstration expressed the Chinese people’s contempt
and scorn for this U.S, “god of plague.” Meetings held
in Peking, Shanghai, Wuhan, Foochow and other cities in
every part of the country voiced full support for this
armed demonstration to “greet and send off” Eisenhower
during his “visit” to Taiwan.

Eisenhower’s “Visit” to Taiwan Dencunced

Meeting in Peking, China’s democratic parties and
non-party democrats strongly condemned Eisenhower’s
arrival in Taiwan and his gangster tour of the Far East.
Chang Chih-chung, Vice-Chairman of the Revolutionary
Committee of the Kuomintang, declared that Eisenhower’s
brazen-faced trip *“has shown even more clearly that
U.S. imperialism is the prop and support of the most
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corrupt reactionaries in Asia, the greatest menace to
peace in Asia and the common and most deadly enemy
of all the Asian peoples.” He said that the U.S. plot
to annex China’s Taiwan would not be tolerated by the
Chinese people, including all those patriotic people who
are serving in military and administrative organizations
in Taiwan. Pointing out that the United States has
long been scheming for creating “two Chinas,” and of
late has been agitating for the “autonomy of Taiwan”
and creating opposition groups on that island, Chang
Chih-chung called on all patriotic military and admin-
istrative personnel in Taiwan to maintain sharp vigilance,
to follow a correct path and give full play to their patriot-
ism and be united to carry on a resolute struggle against
the U.S. aggressors.

Yang Ming-hsuan, Vice-Chairman of the China
Democratic League, vigorously denounced Eisenhower's
“visit” to the Far East as an attempt to hatch new wars.
to interfere in the internal affairs of the Asian countries
and to jeopardize peace in Asia. “The armed demonstration
at the Quemoy front against the U.S.” he said, “is a
head-on blow against the U.S. imperialist aggressors. It
is a powerful support for the people in Taiwan who are
struggling against U.S. imperialism: it gives full expression
to our contempt and scorn for U.S. imperialism.”

Huang Yen-pei, Chairman of the China Democratic
National Construction Association, said that Eisenhower
had come to Asia with the criminal aim of trying to
subject the Asian people to further enslavement, create
“two Chinas” and secure a permanent occupation of
Taiwan. “This,” he said, “is another serious challenge
by U.S. imperialism to the Chinese people.” He added
that Taiwan was an inalienable part of China, and the
Chinese people were determined and able to smash
whatever schemes Eisenhower might cook up.

Chang Hsi-jo, non-partisan democrat, pointed out
that Eisenhower’s “visit” to Asia was in preparation for
a new aggressive war and aimed to push through the
Japan-U.S. military alliance treaty, to prop up his lackey
Kishi. Things, however, had turned out contrary to
Eisenhower’s wish. His gangster trip had roused the
greatest indignation on the part of the Japanese people
who had slammed the door in his face. “Our ‘salvoes’
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to Eisenhower,” he said, “are a powerful armed demon-
stration which shows the dauntlessness of the Chinese
people. They also represent a great support and inspira-
tion to all the people struggling against imperialism
and colonialism in Asia, Africa, Latin America and other
parts of the world.”

Calling Eisenhower “a butcher,” Chen Shu-tung,
Chairman of the All-China Federation of Industry and
Commerce, said that the Chinese people were deeply
angered at his “visit” to Taiwan. He said that the Chi-
nese people would not tolerate U.S. occupation of their
territory of Taiwan. “The heroic people in Taiwan,” he
continued, “will certainly shatter the shackles imposed on
them by U.S. imperialism and return to the bosom of
the motherland.”

Vice-Chairman of the China Association for Promot-
ing Democracy Wang Shao-ao denounced Eisenhower’s
bold-faced “visit” to the Far East. He paid tribute to
the Japanese people whose struggles had forced Eisen-
hower to “postpone” his “visit” to Japan. This, he said,
once again exposed U.S. imperialism as nothing but a
paper tiger.

Many other leaders of democratic parties spoke at
the meeting. They included Kuo Tse-chen, member of
the Presidium of the Chinese Peasants’ and Workers’
Democratic Party; Chen Chi-yu, Chairman of the China
Chih Kung Tang; Hsu Teh-heng, Chairman of the Chiu
San Society; and Hsu Meng-shan, Secretary-General of
the Taiwan Democratic Self-Government League. In his
speech, Hsu Meng-shan said that his compatriots in
Taiwan are living a life of misery as a result of oppression
and exploitation by the U.S. imperialists. He exposed
the U.S. scheme to create “two Chinas” as an attempt
to perpetuate their occupation of Taiwan. He warned
the U.S. imperialists that Taiwan is an inseparable part
of China and that the Chinese people are determined to
liberate Taiwan and drive the U.S. aggressors off the
island.

Ho Hsiang-ning, Vice-Chairman of the Revolutionary
Committee of the Kuomintang, also issued a statement
in conjunction with Eisenhower’'s gangster trip to the
Far East. She pointed out that this trip by the U.S.
imperialist chieftain once more exposed the aggressive
nature of U.S. imperialism. She called on Kuomintang
military and administrative personnel in Taiwan to fight
against the armed occupation of Taiwan by the
U.S. imperialists who are pressing ahead with their
scheme of creating “two Chinas.” She told them
that the people of the motherland would welcome and
support all those who take a patriotic stand against U.S.
imperialism. To be the aggressors’ cat’s-paw and to
persist in committing crimes against the people would
only mean their own destruction. She said that the great
Chinese people are fully confident and able to smash all
U.S. obstructions and sabotages, liberate Taiwan and
complete the unification of the country.

U.S. Schemes Exposed

The All-China Federation of Trade Unions also held
a meeting in which all speakers voiced unanimous support
for the armed anti-U.S. demonstration against Eisen-
hower’s “visit” to Taiwan and his activities in preparation
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for a new war. Liu Ning-I, President of the Federation,
said that China’s workers gave their full support to the
anti-U.S. armed demonstration and that they were de-
termined to struggle to the bitter end against U.S. aggres-
sion and military provocation. He condemned the U.S.
armed occupation of China’s territory of Taiwan and its
scheme to create “two Chinas” in an attempt to turn the
island into a springboard for launching aggressive wars.
He solemnly proclaimed that the Chinese people are
determined to liberate Taiwan. Liu Ning-I paid tribute
to the heroic struggles of the workers and people of
Japan, south Korea, Turkey and other countries in Asia
against U.S. imperialism. The United States now finds
itself in unprecedent isolation. It is like a rat scurrying
across a street and with everybody in full ery and out to
beat it. Liu Ning-I said that the people of Asia would
certainly teach the U.S. imperialists and their lackeys a
lesson by waging still greater and more resolute struggles.
As for the Chinese workers and people, he said, they
would fight together with the workers and people of
other countries in Asia and drive the U.S. imperialists
out of the Western Pacific.

Other popular organizations in Peking also held
meetings condemning Eisenhower’s “visit” and giving full
support to the armed anti-U.S. demonstration of the
P.L.A. at the Fukien front. Liu Hsi-yuan, Secretary of
the Secrefariat of the Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Youth League and Chairman of the All-China
Federation of Youth, read an address at a meeting of
the central organizations of the Communist Youth League.
It declared that this trespassing on China’s sacred territory
of Taiwan by Eisenhower, sworn enemy of the Chinese
people, was another serious provocation against the
Chinese people. In making a great armed demonstration
against the United States at the Quemoy front, the
People’s Liberation Army had done a fine thing. The
roaring of the cannons expressed the deep indignation of
the 650 million great Chinese people and their contempt
and scorn for U.S. imperialism.

Chinese Support for Asian People’s Fight

Leading members of the National Women’s Federa-
tion and the Chinese People’s National Committee in
Defence of Children also met to give similar firm support
to the armed demonstration of the P.L.A. against the
United States, and to back up the just struggle of the
Asian people and Chinese patriots in Taiwan, Penghu,
Quemoy and Matsu against the Eisenhower trip.

A written statement was issued by Tsai Chang,
President of the National Women’s Federation. She said:
U.S. imperialism has committed endless crimes. Every-
where today, there are waves of opposition to the United
States, and there is especially strong opposition in Asia
against Eisenhower’s gangster trip. The Japanese people,
holding their clenched fist high, slammed the door upon
this “god of plague”; the Filipinos “greeted” him with
rocks; the Korean people, too, resolutely oppose his “visit”
to south Korea. The armed demonstration by the P.L.A.
against the United States was precisely to support the
just struggle of the Asian people and the just struggle
of the patriotic compatriots in Taiwan, Penghu, Quemoy
and Matsu, she declared.



At a meeting called by the China Peace Committee
Kuo Mo-jo, its Chairman, said that this Far Eastern trip
of Eisenhower, the No. 1 warmonger, was to plot new wars
of aggression in the hope of maintaining his tottering
position as despot of the Far East. Kuo Mo-jo declared
that the shelling of Quemoy, an armed demonstration,
was a very necessary expression of the great Chinese peo-
ple’s contempt and scorn for that gangster chiel,

Sixteen others took the floor alter Kuo Mo-jo, in-
cluding Chen Shu-tung, Li Teh-chuan, Chu Tu-nan, Nur
Mohammed Ta Pu-sheng, Shih Liang, Shirob Jaltso, Lao
Sheh, Chou Pei-yuan, Chi Chao-ting and Mei Lan-fang.
All declared that the shelling against the “god of plague”
expressed the indignation of the 650 million Chinese
people, and their determination that they would not
tolerate the arrogant activities of Eisenhower, the chief
instigator of war. The Chinese people, they affirmed, are
determined to liberate Taiwan and fight to the end
against U.S. imperialism.

Taiwan Must Be Liberated

The Chinese Committee for Afro-Asian Solidarity
also met to give its complete support to the shelling of
Quemoy and the anti-U.S. armed demonstration by units
of the P.L.A. on the Fukien front, to firmly oppose the
criminal deeds of aggression by U.S. imperialism and its
chief Eisenhower, and to support the just struggles of
the people of the Asian and African countries and the
patriots of Taiwan, Penghu, Quemoy and Malsu against
Eisenhower’s gangster trip.

Liao Cheng-chih, its Chairman, speaking at the
meeting, declared that the Chinese Committee for Afro-
Asian Solidarity gave its unreserved support to the
message issued by the Fukien Front Command of the
P.L.LA. He too exposed the real aggressive aims
of Eisenhower's trip. He declared: “It is quite ob-
vious that the aim of Eisenhower’s ‘visit’ to Taiwan is
to carry on the scheme of ‘two Chinas’ at a quickened
pace so as to realize the permanent U.S. seizure of China’s
territory Taiwan. This is another intolerable act of prov-
ocation against us 650 million Chinese people.”

“The Chinese people,” he added, “are determined to
liberate Taiwan, Penghu, Quemoy and Matsu, to complete
their great cause of the unification of the motherland.
If U.S. imperialism does not get out from Taiwan, Penghu,
Quemoy and Matsu at an early date, the great Chinese
people are determined to drive the aggressors back to
where they came from.”

Liao Cheng-chih concluded by saying: “The Chinese
Committee for Afro-Asian Solidarity declares that the
Chinese people, with greater determination and strength,
will strengthen their solidarity with the peoples of south
Korea, Japan, the Philippines and other countries in Asia
and Africa, support each other and carry out the just
struggle against U.S. imperialist aggression and in defence
of world peace until final and complete victory is won.”

In Taiwan, the anti-U.S. sentiments ran high. Even
before the arrival of this “god of plague,” the Chinese
people there suffered new calamities. Days before he
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arrived, a group of U.S. special agents descended on
Taiwan to make arrangements for his “safety.” In ac-
cordance with their instruction, “shock inspections” were
made and a number of people were arrested and thrown
into jail. Thousands of people in Taipeh were rendered
homeless following the *“slum clearance” carried out by
the reactionary Kuomintang clique all along the road
which Eisenhower would use to drive from the airport
to the city. Pedlars banned from the city, on orders from
the U.S. authorities, lost even the pittances they make
from their trade. This is but one of the numerous forms
of U.S. oppression that have made life in Taiwan intoler-
able in the past ten years since the U.S. armed occupation
began on June 27, 1950.

The thoughts of the Chinese people on the mainland
are constantly with their compatriots in Taiwan. Never
for a moment have they ceased their struggle against
U.S. imperialism in order to free their kith and kin from
their present miseries. Eisenhower’s gangster trip and
his sinister designs of further aggression in Taiwan and
turning it into a springboard for launching aggression
against the Asian peoples have further aroused the in-
dignation of the whole Chinese people. In these days they
have again shown in no uncertain terms that they are
determined to smash all U.S. schemes for aggression and
war, to liberate Taiwan and complete the unification of
their country.

Continued U.S. Military Provocations

U.S. intrusions into China’s air space and terri-
torial waters have continued during the past two
weeks.

June 4, a U.S. military aircraft flew over the
Yunghsing, Shih and Pei Islands in the Hsisha Is-
lands, Kwangtung Province, between 9:55 hours and
10:04 hours while another flew over the area of
Swabue and Pinghai, Kwangtung Province, belween
10:03 hours and 10:25 hours.

On June 5, between 16:48 hours and 17:00 hours,
another U.S. plane flew over the area from Pinghai
to Swabue. On June 11, between 13:08 hours and
13:15 hours, a U.S. aircraft flew over Yunghsing
Island, Kwangtung Province, and on June 12, another
U.S. aircraft flew over the same area between 13:45
hours and 13:53 hours. On June 14, another U.S.
aircraft intruded over Yunghsing Island between
11:27 and 11:38 hours. On June 17, still another
U.S. aircraft flew over the same area between 12:41
and 12:47 hours. On June 18, a U.S. warship in-
truded into China’s territorial waters in the Pai-
chuan and Haitan areas of Fukien Province, between
2:06 and 4:32 hours. A spokesman for the Chinese
Foreign Ministry issued the 104th, 105th, 106th,
107th, 108th, 109th and 110th serious warnings in
relation to these U.S. military provocations.
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Anti-U.S. Storms Hit Eisenhower

HE peoples of East Asia have given Eisenhower a
resounding slap in the face. This imperialist chief-
tain who had come to plot aggression and war thought
he could swagger through the West Pacific region. But the
Asian peoples have taught him a lesson. Wherever Eisen-
hower went or planned to go, he has been met with angry
demonstrations and protests, and demands that U.S.
imperialism answer for its crimes.

In Korea, with memories of the monsirous crimes of
the U.S. imperialists still fresh in their minds and with
part of their motherland still under U.S. occupation, the
people are seething with indignation and demonstrated
in Pyongyang and many other cities against Eisenhower’s
visit. The general sentiment was well expressed by Li
Hyo Soon, keynoter at the mammoth 300,000-strong Pyong-
vang rally and Member of the Presidium of the Central
Committee of the Korean Workers' Party. “The Korean
people,” he said, “will never sit idly by while war criminal
Eisenhower trespasses on south Korean soil. Before the
Korean people, Eisenhower stands condemned as a war
criminal who has visited great calamities on the Korean
people in the U.S. aggression against Korea.” When
Eisenhower became President in 1953, Li Hyo Soon re-
called, he unleashed an “offensive” during which peaceful
cities and villages in Korea were wantonly bombed and,
after the war, violating the Armistice Agreement, he
shipped huge quantities of modern weapons into south
Korea, expanded the Syngman Rhee puppet troops and
continued the division of Korea. During their recent
campaign against U.S.-Syngman Rhee rule, more
than 5,000 south Korean youth were killed or wounded
by the puppet troops under U.S. command. “The U.S. im-
perialist butchers should be brought to trial before the
whole Korean people.” Li Hyo Soon declared.

Throughout south Korea, where the mounting
patriotic movement is shaking the U.S.-Huh Chung
regime, the people have been preparing for strikes and
demonstrations on June 19, the day Eisenhower is sched-
uled to arrive. Fearing the people’s wrath, traitor Huh
Chung and U.S. occupation authorities have made urgent
calls for police reinforcements to Seoul during Eisenhower’s
brief stay. In an effort to give some semblance of a
“welcome” to the “god of plague,” they are feverishly
resorting to brutal repressions.

In the Philippines, despite the strenuous efforts of
the government to organize a “welcome” and despite
heavy U.S. guard precautions, the people showed they
would not be cowed. The Filipino people can still re-
member 1935-39 when Eisenhower served in the U.S.
occupation army as MacArthur's aide, and participated
in the suppression of the people’s movement. When
Eisenhower arrived, members of the Philippine nationalist
youth movement, in defiance of government threats,
demonstrated at the Manila airport. And despite strict
security measures, indignant Filipinos hurled rocks at
Eisenhower’s car while he was “touring” Manila.
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In Japan, the people had angrily denounced the trip
in nationwide petitions, strikes, demonstrations and mass
rallies. Eisenhower had a foretaste of things to come
when his press secretary Hagerty arrived in Tokyo on
June 10 to complete arrangements for his trip. Thousands
of demonstrators confronted Hagerty at the airport to
protest the proposed visit and the presidential secretary
stranded in a car was forced to climb a ladder to board a
hovering helicopter and later sneak into the demonstrator-
besieged U.S. embassy via the backdoor. Still Eisenhower
thought he could bully the Japanese people into sub-
mission. While slandering the Japanese people with the
epithets “mob” and “professional agitators,” he insisted on
making the trip and brought pressure to bear on his
minion Kishi to intensify the suppression. Yet the Japa-
nese people were not to be cowed. They answered with
a mammoth strike of 5.8 million people on June 15 and
when Kishi unloosed his fascist gangs to perpetrate a
bloody massacre against the patriotic students, it so en-
raged the Japanese nation that it rose as one in
wrathful protests and strikes throughout the country.
Faced with the prospect of being toppled by the people,
Kishi was compelled to cancel Eisenhower’s visit.

As we go to press, word comes that Eisenhower was
given a “hot welcome” in Okinawa. When he arrived
on June 19 protected by thousands of fully armed U.S.
troops, a hundred thousand demonstrators met him with
slogans “Ike, scram!” and “Yanks, get out!” They broke
through a cordon of U.S. military and local police to en-
circle the building in which Eisenhower was staying, and
shouted “Return Okinawa to Japan!” Scared, Eisen-
hower sneaked out of the island, taking a helicopter from
the military base to the airport to escape the demon-
strators, and cut short his scheduled two and a half hour
stay by half an hour. And all over Japan, more than 13
million took part in the 18th round of nationwide united
actions. The Japanese people are pressing ahead with
the struggle against the Japan-U.S. military alliance treaty,
against traitor Kishi and his U.S. masters.
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Chinese Press Opinion

Eisenhower’'s Gangster Trip
—A Dismal Failure

Japan: A Slap in the Face

An initial victory for the Japanese people in their
struggle against the traitorous Kishi regime and the
Japan-U.S. military alliance treaty, and a fiasco for U.S.-
Japan reaction. This is how Renmin Ribao (June 17)
editorially describes the forced cancellation of Eisen-
hower’s planned visit to Japan. It writes: “No matter
what sophistry he uses, Eisenhower can no longer con-
ceal the extreme isolation in which he and U.S. im-
perialism which he represents find themselves.”

The indefinite postponement of Eisenhower’s visit is
“the result of the persevering struggle waged by the
Japanese people,” the editorial emphasizes. The rising
movement against the Japan-U.S. military alliance treaty
in the past year and more has placed the Kishi govern-
ment and the treaty in a precarious position, and U.S.
and Japanese reaction contrived the Eisenhower visit for
the very purpose of intimidating the Japanese people.
However, contrary to their expectations, Eisenhower's
insistence on visiting Japan only incensed the Japanese
people further and they launched a resolute struggle
against the projected visit linking it with their move-
ment against the Japan-U.S. treaty of military alliance.

However, U.S. and Japanese reaction will not give
up their treaty of military alliance without a struggle,
the editorial warns. They will continue to employ every
sinister and violent means to impose the treaty on the
Japanese people, and towards this end they will not
cease their bloody suppression of the people.

At any rate, the editorial concludes, the fact that the
Kishi regime was compelled to postpone Eisenhower's
visit is eloquent proof that however die-hard and reckless
imperialism and the reactionaries may be, their sinister
schemes can one and all be defeated by the people wag-
ing a united and determined struggle. Truculent im-
perialism and all reaction, as is well known, will never
lay down their arms till death, they will never hesitate
to massacre defenceless people in a vain attempt to sub-
due them and will retreat only when confronted with a
powerful mass struggle. This truth, borne out by the
fight of the south Korean people and the victory they
won, is proven once again by the Japanese people and
their victory.

The Philippines: “Peace” Talk and Sabre-Rattling

Eisenhower’s three-day visit to the Philippines has
thoroughly exposed the truth that behind his front of
“peace and goodwill” U.S. imperialism is plotting aggres-
sive wars and aggravating tension in the Far East, writes
Renmin Ribao's Commentator (June 18).
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Eisenhower claimed that his trip to the Far East was
intended to “improve the climate of international under-
standing,” Commentator recalls, but actually his public
speeches there were fraught with warmongering against
the socialist camp and calls for “positions of strength,”
while the Eisenhower-Garcia joint communique bristled
with sabre-rattling. Coupled with current heightened
U.S. military activities in the Far East, this can only
mean that the visit was a U.S. move to intensify military
provocations and war threats in the Far East.

Commentator declares that what Eisenhower brought
to the Philippines was neither “friendship” nor “good-
will,” but further moves to secure that country even more
firmly to the U.S. war chariot, making it a U.S. cat's-paw
in unleashing new aggressive wars. The real significance
of the emphasis on “close military collaboration” and
“furthering Philippine defensive capability” in the joint
communique was, in essence, the turning of the Philip-
pines into a U.S. nuclear weapons base.

Commentator says that throughout the Eisenhower
visit there was not the slightest indication of any inten-
tion to assist the Philippines in developing its economy
although there was a great deal of blandishment to the
Filipino people to sacrifice themselves for U.S. policies
of war and aggression. While the U.S. President indulged
in all manner of empty phrases on U.S.-Filipino friend-
ship, he didn't make even a moderate promise on any of
the urgent demands of the Philippines— the revision of
U.S. extra-territorial rights, compensation for wartime
losses, equal treatment in the aviation agreement and
economic “aid.”

The profound contradictions between U.S. im-
perialism and the Filipino people, Commentator con-
cludes, are bound to deepen every day while U.S. im-
perialist aggressive policies can only rouse the Filipino
people to ever mounting opposition.

A Trip for Aggression and War

Writing on June 13, at the beginning of Eisenhower’s
trip to the Far East, a Renmin Ribao editorial declares:
“The visit is an important step taken by the United
States to aggravate tension in Asia and will pose new
threats to the Asian peoples.” The editorial also points
out that “the visit once again exposes U.S. imperialism as
a prop of the most reactionary and corrupt forces in the
Asian countries and the most ferocious enemy of the Asian
peoples.”

“The primary task of Eisenhower’s Far Eastern tour,”
the editorial states, giving a background to the visit, “is
to wantonly interfere in the internal affairs of the
various countries, suppress the people's just patriotic
struggles there and shield the U.S. lackeys. All this is
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in order to continue using them as tools to enslave the
peoples and preserve and shore up its entire aggressive
apparatus in Asia from total collapse.”

The paper notes that special emphasis is given to
Japan in preparation for the visit, because firstly, Japan
occupies a particularly strategic place in U.S. plans for
war in the Far East and, secondly, in view of the fact
that the Kishi regime is tottering and may disintegrate
at any time the United States is mortally afraid that in
the event of Kishi's immediate downfall the passage
of the Japan-U.S. treaty of military alliance would be-
come exceedingly difficult, and the entire U.S. stiucture
for aggression in the Far East might break down.

Eisenhower is visiting south Korea, Renmin Ribao
stresses, because the Huh Chung cabinet, like the Syng-
man Rhee regime before it, is opposed by the south
Korean people and the United States is apprehensive of
new storms there.

What is more, Renmin Ribao points out, Eisenhower's
trip also aims at further elaborating U.S. war schemes
with Japan as the pivot. The editorial recalls the secret

¢ -—---—— THE PASSING SHOW -

Preparations for the Visit

U.S. Presidential Press Seccretary Hagerty got
such a hot reception when in Tokyo to prepare
Eisenhower’s visit — he finally had to escape from
an angry crowd by helicopter — that those ac-
companying the President on his proposed trip
to Japan rushed to take out life insurance.

Visiting the “friendly
East” with Ike, Presi-
dential

Gentlemen, don’t forget
things essential:

Tooth brush, shaving
kit, extra socks,

Vest (bullet-proof), crash
helmet, padded pants,

Prudential insurance
against hard knocks.

Processional
Eisenhower's bodyguard for his Far Eastern
“goodwill visit” are specially picked toughs

“trained to a T for the swift use of gun, knife,
fist or knee.”
Hail the President: Here he comes!
With strong armed advisers, savants and counsellors,
Club men, “goodwill envoys,” a muscular posse,
Worthy adherents of their boss.

-

Ugly American Abroad

meeting of military chiefs in Baguio City, the Philippines,
called last November by Commander-in-Chiel of the U.S.
Armed Forces in the Pacific, Admiral Felt, and attended
by Japan, the Philippines and the Chiang Kai-shek clique to
plan a new aggressive bloc and the recent Washington
SEATO meeting which discussed U.S. war preparations
in the Far East with Japanese militarism as the core.
The editorial opines that Eisenhower's visit along with
its objective of imposing the treaty of military alliance
on the Japanese people indicates that the United States
is moving swiftly to tie Japan to SEATO and ANZUS,
thus completing its chain of military blocs in East Asia
and the West Pacific aimed at threatening the socialist
countries and the countries in Southeast Asia.

Renmin Ribao also calls attention to the fact that
during Eisenhower’s tour, the United States is deploying
increased military strength widely in the Far East and
carrying out provocative actions, which thoroughly ex-
pose the humbug of the proclaimed “visit of peace and
goodwill.” One hundred and twenty supersonic U.S. jet
planes are standing by in the Far East for so-called
“training exercises.” U.S. naval and air forces in the Taiwan

-

Address to Philippine Congress (with Asides)

President Eisenhower’s speech to the Philippine
Congress was preceeded by a thorough search
of the Congress building. 500 armed guards were
on duty.
Addressing this august
meeting. . . .
(What’s that there in
that spittoon?
Have you probed into
the seating?)
Moved by your expres-
sions of delight. . . .
(Officers! Please stand
closer, please!
And, if necessary
don't forget to use
your knees.)

Your loyal [riendship
does my conscience
ease. .

(But hold your fire!
Perhaps that really
was a sneezel)

June 21, 1960



Straits are “preparing for action whenever necessary.”
U.S. aggressive forces in Korea already started a series
of provocative “manoeuvres” and have been placed “on
the alert.” The U.S. 7th Fleet has sailed into the Japanese
port of Kobe and will conduct large-scale amphibious
“exercises” in south Korea. The United States is, in
addition, accelerating its missile bases project in the
Philippines and sending reinforcements to Okinawa. All
these military threats on the part of U.S. imperialism,
Renmin Ribao says, are direct provocations to the peo-
ples of Asia.

Meanwhile, the Chinese press has emphatically
pointed out that there is the unmistakable smell of gun-
powder about Eisenhower’s visit to Taiwan. Once again
there comes into clear view the intention of U.S. im-
perialism to continue its aggressive policy of occupying
Taiwan, creating “two Chinas” and maintaining a state
of unmitigated antagonism against the Chinese people.
The press declares in no uncertain terms that Taiwan is
an inseparable part of China, that the Chinese people
will not tolerate the “two Chinas” plot and the U.S.
scheme to keep Taiwan under its permanent control. It
points out that no matter what tricks Eisenhower plays
these will not shake the determined resolve of the Chi-

nese people to liberate Taiwan: Eisenhower's criminal
activities can only rouse the Chinese people, including
the people of Taiwan. and the rest of the people of the
world to even grealer anger and evoke even more bitter
condemnation of U.S. imperialism.

Master Teacher by Negative Example

The Renmin Ribao editorial of June 13 ridicules the
absurd claim of the U.S. propaganda machine that the
anti-U.S. struggle of the Asian peoples is “incited” by
China. “U.S. imperialism,” it says, “has always carried
out its aggression and war preparations in Asia behind
an anti-China smokescreen. . . . It is none other than
U.S. imperialism itself which by doing no end of evil
has incited and stimulated the anti-U.S. storms among
the Japanese, south Korean and other Asian peoples. By
its negative example, U.S. imperialism is a unique teacher
of the peoples of Asia and the world constantly helping
them to raise their political consciousness. By coming to
the Far East personally to conduct criminal activities in
preparation for a new war, interfering in the domestic
affairs of the Asian nations and antagonizing the people
of these countries, Eisenhower will further play his role
as a teacher by negative example.”

Support the Japanese People

Butcher

News of the June 15 bloody suppression of the
patriotic Tokyo students and other demonstrators
by the Kishi regime roused an instantaneous wave
of anger throughout China. With one powerful
voice, the Chinese press and public organizations
castigated this heinous crime of U.S.-Japanese reac-
tion and pledged even more determined support to
the Japanese people’'s mounting struggle.

In a cable to the General Council of Trade
Unions in Japan (SOHYO) and the Japanese Na-
tional Council Against the Revision of the Japan-
U.S. Security Treaty, the All-China Federation of
Trade Unions pledged that the Chinese workers
would always stand by their Japanese brothers.
Declaring that the Chinese workers are filled with
burning indignation at Kishi's fascist atrocity, the
cable said that the blood shed by the patriotic
students had stripped bare before the Japanese
masses the ferocious features of their enemies —
U.S.-Japanese reactionaries—and emphasized the
need for struggle to the end against them. The
All-China Federation of Youth in its message
to Japanese youth organizations condemned the
savage onslaught against the demonstrators as
a monsirous crime, declaring that “the 130 million
Chinese youth and students firmly support your
Second General Strike against the Japan-U.S. mili-
tary alliance trealy, against the visit to Japan by

Kishi

Condemned

the No. 1 U.S. imperialist warmonger Eisenhower
and against the U.S. imperialist lackey Nobusuke
Kishi.” Similar messages were sent by the China
Peace Committee, the Chinese Committee for Afro-
Asian Solidarity, the Chinese National Women's
Federation and many other popular organizations.

Earlier, the patriotic general strike staged by
5.8 million Japanese workers on June 15 also won
the wholehearted backing of the Chinese people.
This was expressed in many messages of support
from the Chinese mass organizations and art and
literary societies to their counterparts in Japan.

Without doubt the heroic struggle by the Japa-
nese people against U.S. imperialism and the trai-
torous Kishi clique has drawn them ever closer to
the Chinese people. The Japanese Writers' Delega-
tion, whose earlier activities were reported in
Peking Review, No. 24, continued to receive warm
welcome everywhere as members of the delegation
made wide contacts with the people in Peking. At
many gatherings, there were moving demonstrations
of solidarity as the guests recounted the latest events
in the Japanese people's struggle and their hosts
spoke of the resolve of the Chinese people to never
again permit Japanese militarism to raise its head
and of their profound regard for the patriotic Japa-
nese people.
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HONGQI

Refuting the Fallacy that the Nature of
Imperialism Has Changed

by SHIH TUNG-HSIANG

Following is a translation of an article which

appeared in “Hongqi” (Red Flag), No. 12, June 16, 1960.—
Ed.

N the last one or two months. a series of encouraging
changes has taken place in the world. These changes
have administered further blows to the imperialist
policies of aggression and war and shattered all sorts
of fallacies advanced by the modern revisionists in de-
fence of imperialism.

The modern revisionists constantly make use of
certain temporary twists and turns and superficial
phenomena in real life to obliterate essential things that
exist in large numbers in the historical development and
thus distort Marxist-Leninist principles. But as the in-
trinsic logic of historical development becomes ever
more apparent in the surging tide of class struggle, the
true colours of the modern revisionists are increasingly
exposed.

The Yugoslav modern revisionists, as faithful
lackeys of imperialism, have on the one hand, trumpeted
the terrors of war in chorus with the imperialists.
claiming that should a third world war break out, i
would “spell doom for the whole world” including both
the aggressor and the victim of aggression. On the other
hand. they deceive the people of the world, telling them
that imperialism will abandon war as a means to achieve
its objectives if only “distrust” in the imperialists is
eliminated.

The despicable. renegade arguments advanced by
the Yugoslav modern revisionists have enabled us to see
clearly that one cannot draw a clear-cut dividing line
between oneself and modern revisionism which is in the
service of imperialism, by merely admitting that the
forces of socialism at present predominate over those of
imperialism and that the forces of the people of the
world for peace predominate over the imperialist forces
of war. The modern revisionists may also admit such
assessments in words but they want to add just one
point as a “supplement.” that is. the nature of imperial-
ism has changed or can change and that many imperial-
ist politicians have “orientated themselves in the posi-
tive direction” and are no longer so fiercely and un-
reasonably opposed to peace. According to them, the
characteristic of our present era can be truthfully
explained only by making the above-mentioned supple-
mentary point. It is quite apparent that any small con-
cession fo this fallacious argument of the modern re-
visionists will create the danger of being trapped in the
morass of revisionism.

June 21, 1960

The fallacy spread by the Yugoslav modern
revisionists that the nature of imperialism has changed
has already confused or misled some people or caused
them to entertain unrealistic illusions about imperial-
ism. It is a serious militant task of the Marxist-

Leninists at this time to expose these lies of the Yugoslav
modern revisionists and help those who are confused or
misled or entertain unrealistic illusions. to regain their
senses gradually.

Is it true that the nature of imperialism has
changed, that it can change, or that though its nature
remains unchanged. it is no longer acting according to
that nature? Those who hold that the nature of im-
perialism can change have failed to cite any convincing
facts. And naturally they can’t because such facts
simply do not exist.

BECAUSE certain imperialist elements, Eisenhower for
one, have made some empty “nice talks” about peace,

some people regard him as a man very fond of peace.
Can the empty words of the imperialist chieftain with
all their ambiguous implications be accepted at face
value? Can these “nice talks” be taken as an indication
that the imperialists have undergone “great changes”
and have abandoned the volicies of war and aggression?
If the words uttered by Eisenhower and his kind are to
be regarded as nice words. then we could find no
end of such “nice words” from the mouths of Hitler,
Churchill, Dulles and the like. Even those “nice talks”
recently made by Eisenhower are nothing new. Let us
cite an example at random. In a speech made on April
6. 1953. Eisenhower said: “We seek, throughout Asia
as throughout the world, a peace that is true and total.
Out of this can grow a still wider task — the achieving
of just political settlements for the other serious and
specific issues between the free world and the Soviet
Union.” Taken literally. “a peace that is total” and “just
political settlements” have an even nicer ring than his
recent utterances. Tt is well known that the language
of the imperialists has its own special meanings. By
“peace” they mean that they are free to oppress others
but others are not allowed to fight against oppression.
that they are free to commit aggression but others are
not allowed to fight against aggression. By “just
political settlements” they mean that other countries
should solve questions of relations with them in
accordance with their imperialist principles. While
talking about “peace” and “just political settlements,”
the imperialists, as a rule, also utter various kinds of
war threats, and, what is more important, they are
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actually carrying out their policies of war and aggres-
sion. In dealing with all reactionaries, one should not
accept their words as a true measure of their deeds but
should hear their words and judge them by their deeds:
this is a truth understood even by many of those who
are not Marxist-Leninists. Relying on the incisive
weapon of class analysis, Marxist-Leninists should be in
a better position to sharply see through and e
frue colours of the reactionaries.

Lenin put it well when he said:  “The bourgeois
democrats have always advanced and still advance all
sorts of ‘slogans’ in order to deceive the people. The
point is to test their sincerity, to compare their w
with their deeds, not to be satisfied with idealistic or
charlatan phrases, but to get down to class reality.”
Since even the words of the bourgeois democrats must
be subjected to class analysis to reveal their real nature,
how can one abandon the method of class analysis in
dealing with the words of the imperialists and refrain
from exposing their real nature?

xpose the

ords

SOME people say that the imperialists have not only
made some “nice talks” but have also taken certain
measures to ease international tension, and this, at least.

must be taken as an indication that the nature of
imperialism has undergone a major change.

Pursuance of the policies of war and agoression and
creation of tension — this is the basic poliev of imperial-
ism. Of course, in appraising the actions of the
imperialists, there should be no over-simnlification. no
presumption that they will not. in line with their inter-
ests. employ different tactics at different times. Dulles,
for one. implemented most thoroughly the “brink-of-
war” policy and harboured the most undisguised hostility
towards the socialist countries. Nonetheless. when com-
pelled by circumstances and as a result of defeats sus-
tained on the battlefield. he could not but conclude the
Korean Armistice Agreement with the Korean and
Chinese peoples in 1953, and agree to the cessation of
hostilities and restoration of peace in Indo-China
through the Geneva Conference in 1954. Despite the
fact that, as a result, international tension somewhat re-
laxed at that time, people did not on that account think
that Dulles had accepted the lessons of history and be-
come a sensible man in favour of peace, Whether im-
perialism adopts the policy of war and a milder policy
simultaneously or alternately. it invariably seeks to
achieve its aggressive aims. While taking milder mea-
sures, it always actively builds up its strength to pre-
pare and create the next round of heightened tension.
U.S. imperialism agreed. on the one hand, to hold the
four-power conference of government heads, and, on the
other, sent espionage aircraft to commit aggression
against the Soviet Union and torpedoed that conference.
There was nothing unexpected about this. To main-
tain, on the strength of the gestures for relaxation
made at one time or another by the imperialists, that
the “cold war” has ended and some ‘“new epoch” has
dawned —is a completely groundless and naive way of
thinking, if not deliberate embellishment of imperialism.

THERE are also others who allege that although not all
those wielding power in the imperialist countries
have mended their ways, there have appeared among
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them some “sober-minded” and “level-headed” persons
and this is after all a new phenomenon.

Within the imperialist camp, there exist coniradic-
tions between this imperialist country and that, between
this monopoly group and that. This has always been so,
although the relation of class forces being what it is
now. these contradictions within imperialism have
emerged in larger numbers and greater intensity. The
proletariat should of course pay attention to exploiting
these coniradictions. Lenin and Stalin were completely
correct to regard the inner contradictions of imperialism
as an indirect reserve force for the proletarian revolu-
tion. However. Lenin and Stalin never held that the
inner contradictions of imperialism could cause it to
change its nature. Indeed. dissension over different views
are now a daily feature within the U.S. imperialist
ruling clioue. But not a single fact can be cited to prove
that among the various quarrelling groups there is any
so “level-headed” that it does not consider all questions
from an imperialist point of view. They are merely
quarrelling over which is the better way to uphold their
class interests, whether to resort mainly to the method
of peace or the method of war, to adopt the policy of
“brink of war” or the policy of outright war, to launch
a small war or a big war, etc. And facts have fully
proven it to be merely an illusion divorced from class
reality to believe that Eisenhower. Herter and others are
a sensible group within the US. ruling clique who
can deeply appreciate the necessity for peaceful co-

existence., and to pin hopes on diplomatic negotiations
with them.

ALTHOUGH not a single fact can be cited to demon-

strate that imperialism has discarded the policies of
aggression and war, some people still think that logical
inference can be used to reach the conclusion they
desire. They say that military technological conditions
being what they are at present, imperialism itself will
also be annihilated should it start a war. And there-
fore, it is possible that imperialism, for its own sake,
will abandon aggressive war and the policy of arma-
ments expansion and war preparations of its own
accord. All this is subjectivist logic divorced from
reality.

Since ancient times. aggressive wars have in the last
analysis always been disadvantageous to the aggressors,
and countless of them have brought about their own
destruction through the aggressive wars they themselves
unleashed. But, after Napoleon was defeated. Kaiser
Wilhelm II trod in his footsteps, and immediately in the
wake of Kaiser Wilhelm came Hitler: they did not
abandon aggression of their own accord because of the
defeats sustained by their predecessors. The imperial-
ist policies of aggression and war have deep-rooted
class and social origins. The various contradictions inherent
in the imperialist system cause it to adopt the policy of
armaments expansion and war preparations and to
engage in aggression and plunder, and this in turn can
only result in the further intensification of its divers
inherent contradictions. It is in the course of the devel-
opment of these contradictions, which is independent
of human will, that imperialism is daily approaching its
doom. The idea that the imperialists will change their
policy once they are made to undertsand that to com-
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mit aggression is to court destruction — is sheer sell-
deception and the deception of ofhers.

SOME might argue that while it is true that what is

mentioned above cannot prove that the nature of im-
perialism has changed, imperialism can be compelled by
the pressure of objective circumstances to change its
course of action and renounce war as a means. It is true
that at this time when the forces of socialism, the forces
of national liberation and the forces of peace increasingly
prevail over the forces of imperialism, increasingly it
has become impossible for imperialism to ride rough-
shod over the world as in the past. or achieve its pre-
conceived aims by its actions. It is precisely for this
reason that the imperialists find it all the more neces-
sary to confuse the public with all kinds of empty “nice
talks,” and sometimes even make gestures towards “re-
laxation™ to conceal their wolfish features. At the same
time, even more differences and contradiclions will crop
up within their ranks, and it becomes all the more in-
evitable that they will in their actions “lift rocks only
to squash their own legs.” The lessons of history teach
us that the imperialists are not to be trusted, no matter
what blandishments they use. The imperialists have not
forsaken war threats and mililary adventures: the
people of all lands should maintain sharp vigilance and
wage an even more unremitting struggle against im-
perialism on every side so as to pin it down hand and
foot and repulse, in good time, its every attack against
the people. And there should not be the slightest doubt
of the victory in this struggle. However, the belief that
imperialism compelled by objective circumstances no
longer acts according to its naiure is simply another ver-
sion of the fallacy that the nature of imperialism has
changed. A woll is a wolf, and its man-eating nature
will not change. There is an ancient Chinese fable
about the Chungshan Wolf: It tells the story of School-
master Tungkuo who came upon a wolf wounded by
hunters and, taken in by its “nice words.” saved it from
the hunters by hiding it in his bag. When the hunters de-
parted, he released the wolf from the bag. Instead of
being grateful, the wolf wanted to devour him. For-
tunately a peasant came along who understood well the
man-eating nature of the wolf. He lured it back into
the bag and beat it to death, and thus School-master
Tungkuo was saved. Confronted with the peoples of the
world, the imperialist forces of war are now in an in-
ferior position; the people’s struggle can and will certainly
destroy imperialism in the end, but for the present this
imperialist woll has yet to be bagged. Imperialism will not
change its nature till its demise. nor will it act against its
nature; the people have no alternative but to fight it to
the end and must not entertain any illusions about it.
Is this not the only correct judgment one can arrive
at on the basis of objective reality?

ARXIST-LENINISTS consider that in observing any
social phenomenon in class society one must proceed
from the reality of the class struggle and make the most
exact analysis which can stand objective tests. He must
not view any problem in disregard of basic class rela-
tions, still less decide on his line of action on the basis

of illusions which have no foundation in fact whatso-
ever,

June 21, 1960

In the world of today there are impevialism. colonies
and semi-colonies: there are the bourgeoisie and the
proletariat within the imperialist countries; and Lhere is
the socialist camp which stands opposed to the imperial-
ist camp — all these are existing class relationships.
Since there is antagonism between imperialism and the
colonies, the former is bound to exploit and oppress
the latter and this inecvitably rouses the colonial people
to resistance struggles. Since there is antagonism between
the bourgeois rulers on the one hand and the ruled pro-
letariat and broad masses on the other, the former is
bound to make every cffort to strengthen its rule and
this inevitably rouses the proletariat and the broad
masses to revolutionary struggle. And since there is
antagonism between the imperialist and socialist camps,
imperialism will always try by every means at its dis-
posal to disrupt the socialist countries. When it can-
not wage a “hot war,” it invariably wages the so-called
“cold war”; this leaves the socialist countries no alter-
native but to take appropriate measures in self-defence.
All this is independent of human will. Any attempt to
write off or evade the anti-imperialist struggle by
claims that the nature of imperialism has changed or
is likely to change, can only undermine the fighting
spirit of the masses of people.

Marxist-Leninists trust the proletariat and the
labouring people, while the modern revisionists trust
the bourgeoisie and imperialism. On this issue, Marxist-
Leninists must draw a strict line of distinction from the
Yugoslav modern revisionists, who deliberately try to
write off the real struggle in order to serve imperial-
ism, and must wage a completely uncompromising
struggle against them.
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The Tasks of China’s Cultural Revolution

by LIN FENG

Following is the first instalment of the translation of
a report by Lin Feng, Member of the Central Committee
of the Chinese Communist Party and Vice-Chairman of
the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress,
delivered on June 1, 1960, at the National Conference of
Outstanding Groups and Individuals in Socialist Con-
struction in the Fields of Education, Culture, Health,
Physical Culture and Journalism. The original title of
the report is: “Carry Out the Cultural Revolution in a
Big Way, Help the Workers and Peasants Become Well
Educated and the Intellectuals Become Labouring Peo-
ple.”” Subheads are ours. — Ed.

HE National Conference of Outstanding Groups and
Individuals in Socialist Construction in the Fields
of Education, Culture, Health, Physical Culture and
Journalism has formally opened today in Peking, the
capital of our great motherland. This is an unprece-
dentedly great meeting of heroes from the cultural and
educational fronts of our country. Delegates to this con-
ference are from various parts of our country; they come
from various nationalities and different walks of life.
Among them are workers and peasants, as well as people
of other strata; there are members of the Communist
Party and Communist Youth League as well as members
of other democratic parties and groups; and there are
young and old intellectuals, and professional and spare-
time workers in the fields of culture and education. This
is the first big meeting of its kind since the founding of
the People’s Republic of China and in the history of the
country. It is only under the leadership of the Chinese
Communist Party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung that cul-
ture and education can flourish as they do today, that
workers in these fields are accorded such great respect
by the state and people and that they can make their
contribution to the cause of socialism and communism.
The achievements of our culture and education are in-
separably linked with the selfless’and diligent labour of
all those who work on the cultural and educational
fronts. 1 wish to take this opportunily to extend my
warm greetings to you and to all cultural and educa-
tional workers.

At present, the international situation and the situa-
tion within our country are extremely good. Our con-
ference is for the purpose of meeting the needs of this
excellent situation, commending the advanced, exchanging
experiences, strengthening our unity and stimulating
people to go all out and advance our cultural revolution to
a new high tide. Our conference will review our past
achievements; it is a conference of unity and one that will
mobilize all concerned to bring about a continued big leap
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forward. All cultural and educational workers should, to-
gether with the people of the whole country and under the
leadership of the Chinese Communist Party and Comrade
Mao Tse-tung, resolutely and thoroughly carry out the
Communist Party’s general line for socialist construction,
strive to build China into a great and powerful socialist
state, and work for the future realization of communism,
our highest ideal.

I

Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China,
our cultural and educational workers, under the leader-
ship of the Chinese Communist Party and Comrade Mao
Tse-tung, have splendid achievements to their credit.
Comrade Mao Tse-tung pointed out: “Any given culture
(culture as an ideological form) is a reflection of the
politics and economy of a given society, while it has in
turn a tremendous influence and effeet upon the politics
and economy of the given society.” All our achievements
in culture and education are a reflection and result of the
victories scored by our country in the political and eco-
nomic revolution. They in turn have greatly stimulated
the political and economic revolution in our country.

In the past ten years and more, in the sphere of
ideology we have constantly carried on struggles to “foster
proletarian ideology and eliminate bourgeois idcology.”
This has effected a fundamental change in our people’s
outlook. Their communist spirit has grown enormously,
and the level of Marxist-Leninist thinking and theory
among the broad masses of cadres and people has risen
tremendously; a great change has been wrought in the cul-
tural backwardness inherited from the old China, and our
culture and education have advanced with giant strides.
These are the principal features of the magnificent
achievements in our cultural and educational work.

Change in the People’s Outlook

As a resull of the intensification of the revolution on
the economie, political and ideological fronts, the revolu-
tionary consciousness of our people has been greatly
enhanced, the revolutionary unity among the people fur-
ther consolidated and the people’s struggle against the
enemies of the revolution has become firmer than ever.
The Chinese people who suffered long under imperialist
aggression and oppression have, through experience gained
in struggle, come with each passing day to a better under-
standing of the reactionary and corrupt nature of im-
perialism. The broad masses are full of determination and
confidence in their struggle against the U.S. imperialists
who still occupy our territory of Taiwan, are constantly
taking provocative actions against the socialist countries
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and persist in their hostility to the people of the whole
world. The handful of bourgeois intellectuals who har-
boured illusions about and fears of the imperialists have
now for the most part been gradually enlightened. The
reactionary propaganda of the imperialists can hardly find
a market in our country.

Today, it is apparent to everyone that the communist
style of thinking, speaking and acting boldly has de-
veloped greatly among the masses of the people. They
Jhave become the masters and have risen to consciously
create new history. Backward sections among the masses
have roused themselves energetically to catch up with the
more advanced. Communist morality always tackling the
difficult, shying away from honour, learning from the
advanced and helping the backward has become prevalent.
The broad masses are studying diligently and working
selflessly for socialism and communism without regard to
remuneration or laying down pre-conditions. Unity, in-
tense activity, seriousness and vigour characterize the new
style of work and life. Great achievements have also been
made in the ideological remoulding of the intellectuals.

The great majority of them have registered great progress .

politically and ideologically through the struggle against
the bourgeois rightists and the rectification campaign.
Through the various political movements and incessant,
resolute struggles against bourgeois ideology, many older
intellectuals have gradually discarded their original class
standpoint and aligned themselves with the proletariat.
Inspired especially by the big leap forward, they have
emerged from their studies and the narrow confines and
are studying, working and doing physical labour together
with the young people and the broad masses of workers
and peasants and dedicating their knowledge and skill to
the cause of socialist construction which is blazing ahead.
As Comrade Mao Tse-tung said: “Never before have the
masses been so high in spirit, so strong in morale and so
firm in determination. The former exploiting classes are
reduced to mere drops in the ocean of the working people;
they must change whether they want to or not. There are
undoubtedly some who will never change and would pre-
fer to keep their heads as hard as rocks till their dying
day, but this does not affect the general situation. All
decadent modes of thought and other unsuitable parts of
the superstructure are daily crumbling. It will still take
time to clear this refuse away completely but there can
be no doubt that these things will disintegrate.”

After more than a decade of struggle, Marxism-
Leninism has further consolidated its leading position in
China. Hundreds of millions of people are studying
Marxism-Leninism and Mao Tse-tung's works. Participat-
ing in this study movement are not only the cadres and
intellectuals, but also the broad masses of workers and
peasants. Marxist-Leninist classics, Comrade Mao Tse-
tung’s On Practice, On Contradiction, On the Correct
Handling of Contradictions Among the People, and many
other important works have become ideological weapons
in the hands of the vast number of cadres and the broad
masses of people for apprehending the world, analysing
problems and guiding work. The fact that Mao Tse-tung's
thinking has been grasped by such broad masses is an ex-
tremely great victory for Marxism-Leninism in our coun-
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try. It is a great ideological driving force generaling con-
stant progress in our revolution and construction.

Eradicating Cultural Backwardness

The Chinese people are eradicating the extreme cul-
tural backwardness stemming from the prolonged dark
rule of imperialism and feudalism. They themselves are
initiating actions to wipe out illiteracy, establish schools,
observe hygiene, participate in physical exercises to build
up health, eliminate disease, establish community dining-
rooms, nurseries, kindergartens, homes of respect for the
aged and other collective welfare facilities and engage in
all kinds of cultural and recreational activities, thus
building a new and civilized collective way of life. The
Chinese people have, shortly after liberation, eliminated
prostitution, opium smoking and gambling — monstrosi-
ties inherited from the old society. They are now work-
ing to eliminate rats, bed bugs, flies and mosquitoes. We
have set ourselves the lofty aim not only of abolishing all
remnants of the backward and obscurantist life of the
old society but also of establishing ourselves in the world
as a highly cultured nation and leading a life a hundred
times more civilized than any capitalist country.

There has been tremendous progress in the various
fields of culture and education in our country. In educa-
tion, illiteracy has been wiped out among more than 100
million people. By using phonetics as an aid in learning
characters, the youth and middle-aged in Wanjung
County, Shansi Province, freed themselves from illiteracy
in a comparatively short period of time; their’s is a very
important innovative experience in our country’s cultural
revolution. Students in full-time institutions of higher
learning now number more than 810,000 —5.2 times as
many as in old China’s peak year (1947): enrolment in
full-time middle schools and technical middle schools is
12.9 million, 6.8 times the number in the peak year in
the old China (1946); over 80 per cent of school-age
children now attend school. There is a very rapid
development in agricultural middle schools and in spare-
time education of different kinds at various levels.
With the consolidation and growth of the urban and
rural people’s communes, the country’s nurseries and
kindergartens have also made very great progress.
In the field of -culture, after bringing old operas
to light and refurbishing them and producing new ones,
the country now boasts more than 470 different varieties
of opera. Our literary and artistic works as well as films
have portrayed the new era and new people under so-
cialism in a dynamic way; not a few good works of very
high ideological and artistic standard have been created.
In the field of public health, the country now has some
390,000 medical and health protection institutions, 107
times the number before liberation. A public health net-
work based on the communes has in the main taken form.
Smallpox and kala-azar that spelled disaster for so many
people have been practically eliminated; parasitic diseases
such as schistosomiasis once so prevalent in the South
have also been greatly reduced. Shansi's Chishan County
and the city of Foshan in Kwangtung have already dis-
tinguished themselves as red banner county and city
respectively in the health campaign. Physical culture has

15



grown into a mass movement
in which hundreds of mil-
lions of pecople take part,
thereby improving the peo-
ple’s physique. China has to
date broken world records
32 times and has a world
champion among ils sports-
men.  Only
mountaineers scaled the peak
of Jolmo Lungma, the world’s
highest, and chalked up the
brilliant record of climbing
to the top of this mountain
from its northern face, the
first breakthrough of this
natural barrier in human
history. Other cultural and
educational endeavours have

recently, our

also made very great progress ) i e

I
|
|

R~ — =
——

and their quality too has
been considerably enhanced.
A large and powerful body
of working-class cultural and educational workers both
red [politically advanced] and expert [professionally
competent] is growing rapidly as new-born forces
emerge. Today China has already established a
professional cultural and educational army of more
than seven million people and a non-professional
one of some 30 million. Quite a few advanced persons
have joined the Chinese Communist Party. All this in-
dicates that the development of culture and education in
our country both in scale and tempo is something no
capitalist country can ever hope to keep pace with.

II

The brilliant achievements in the work of culture and
education in our country have fully demonstrated the
Marxist-Leninist principle of the inter-action between the
economic base and the superstructure. Culture and educa-
tion belong to the category of the superstructure. The
superstructure is founded on the economic base and serves
it.  When the development of the social productive forces
contradicts the old relations of production, new and
advanced ideas and theories spring up accordingly. Com-
rade Mao Tse-lung says: “Any cultural revolution is the
ideological reflection of the political revolution and
economic revolution and is in their service.” The super-
structure reacts strongly on the economic base and the
new superstructure, once it comes into being, becomes a
positive force. Such new and advanced ideas and theories
vigorously combat reactionary, old and conservative ideas
and theories; they mobilize the people to change the old,
backward social system and set up a new advanced one,
change the old, backward relations of production and
create new, advanced ones, clear away the obstacles that
stand in the way of the development of the social produc-
tive forces so that they can progress rapidly.

The course of development of culture and education
in our country since the founding of the People’s Republic
has been just such a course of fierce struggle between so-
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cialist and communist ideas on the one hand and all reac-
tionary, old and conservative ideas and theories on the
other; it is a course of uninterrupted revolution in which
cultural and educational undertakings serve proletarian
politics, are closely co-ordinated with the various fields of
socialist economic construction, and make active prepara-
tions for the transition to communism.

The development of the work of culture and educa-
tion in our country in the last decade and more falls
roughly into three stages.

First Stage of Development

In October 1949, the People’s Republic of China was
founded. Since then, China has entered the stage of so-
cialist revolution. After the liberation of the whole coun-
try, we first confiscated bureaucrat-capital which con-
stituted 80 per cent of the nation’s capitalist industry and
commerce. Between 1949 and the close of 1952, we spent
some three years successfully restoring the national
economy and thoroughly fulfilling the tasks (such as land
reform and the suppression of the counter-revolutionaries)
left over from the democratic revolution; we beat back the
frenzied attacks launched by the bourgeoisie in the
economic field and scored great victories in the san fan
and wu fan movements; we defeated U.S. imperialist ag-
gression and gained great victories in resisting U.S. aggres-
sion and aiding Korea. During that period, on the cultural
and educalional [ront, while founding socialist cultural
and educational institutions, we brought about revolu-
tionary transformation of the cultural and educational
establishments taken over from the old China and waged
serious struggles against the surviving forces and the
political and ideological influences of feudalism, bureau-
crat-capitalism and imperialism, particularly U.S. im-
perialism, in the sphere of culture and education. U.S.
imperialism has always been the most ferocious enemy of
the Chinese people. It not only perpetrates direct military
and economic aggression against China but also, in an at-
tempt to foster among the intellectuals social forces serving
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its policy of aggression and colonization, commits cultural
aggression against our country through the mediums of
culture, education, religion, etc. To liquidate the political
and ideological influences of U.S. imperialism in our coun-
try, is, therefore, of very profound revolutionary signifi-
cance. In the early years of the founding of the People’s
Republic, we educated and struggled against the so-called
“democratic individualists.” In the period of resisting
U.S. aggression and aiding Korea, we again resolutely
fought pro-American, worship America and fear America
ideas. The struggle to liquidate these poisonous evils
played a very important part in the full completion of the
democratic revolution in our country, in furthering the
socialist revolution and in the firm establishment of the
dictatorship of the prolefariat. This was the first stage in
the development of cultural and educational work in our
country.

Towards the end of 1952, the Central Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung
formulated the general line for the period of socialist
transformation — that of carrying on socialist revolution
and socialist construction simultancously. Guided by
this general line, our country basically completed, within
the period of five years — between 1953 and 1957 — the
socialist transformation of agriculture, handicrafts and
capitalist industry and commerce, essentially bringing to
completion the socialist revolution on the economic front:
it overfulfilled the First Five-Year Plan for the develop-
ment of the national economy, laying down the prelimi-
nary foundations for industrialization. At the same time,
it carried out the socialist revolution on the political and
ideological fronts and scored a decisive victory.

Second Stage of Development

In line with the requirements of socialist transforma-
tion, we carried out during this period a series of unre-
mitting struggles against bourgeois ideology in the fields
of culture and education. This marked the second stage
in the development of our country's cultural and educa-
tional work.

Even before the advent of the high tide of the social-
ist revolution on the economic front we had, under the
direct guidance of Comrade Mao Tse-tung, already criti-
cized The Life of Wu Hsun and Studies of the Dream of
the Red Chamber which propagated bourgeois ideology, the
Hu Feng counter-revolutionary clique and comprador-
bourgeois academic thinking represented by Hu Shih.
These struggles greatly reinforced the leading position of
Marxism-Leninism while bourgeois ideology suffered tell-
ing blows. Thus the ideological groundwork for the high
tide of the socialist revolution was laid.

In 1956, our country essentially completed the
socialist revolution on the economic front. Having made
a profound analysis of the basic contradictions of socialist
society in our country, Comrade Mao Tse-tung opportunely
advanced the theory of the correct handling of contradic-
tions among the people and the policy of “letting a hun-
dred flowers blossom and a hundred schools of thought
contend” in the fields of literature and art and in academic
circles. In the course of socialist revolution on the political
and ideological fronts, a profound struggle was waged, on
the basis of Comrade Mao Tse-tung's theory, between
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the socialist and capitalist roads in the various fields of
culture and education, and a decisive victory was won.

Our cultural and educational undertakings are socialist
undertakings, instruments of proletarian dictatorship and
instruments to educate the people in communist ideology.
Their basic principle is to serve proletarian politics
and socialist economic construction; to achieve these aims
they must be led by the Communist Party. Struggles be-
tween the two classes of the proletariat and the bour-
geoisie, between the socialist and capitalist roads in the
fields of culture and education are reflected in many ways.
However, the central issue of these struggles has for
a long time been focused on the fundamental question of
the Party’s leadership. Though we had scored enormous
successes on the cultural and educational front before 1957,
we had not yet had the time to firmly establish proletarian
leadership in this sphere. The bourgeois rightists tried
to take advantage of this situation to challenge the prole-
tariat to a test of strength on the political and ideological
fronts and in the sphere of culture and education, They
alleged that “the Party cannot lead cultural and educa-
tional work, science and public health,” etc. Therefore,
the struggle for leadership between the bourgeoisie and
us on the cultural and educational front at one time be-
came extremely sharp. In the struggle against the
bourgeois rightists and in the rectification campaign,
we completely repulsed their frenzied attacks and
repudiated their various absurd statements against
the Party’s leadership. At the same time, we car-
ried out deep-going struggles centring on questions of line
and policy against bourgeois ideology in the different
areas of the cultural and educational front. We criticized
such bourgeois trends as “education for education’s sake,”
“culture for culture’s sake,” “Science for science’ sake,”
and “separation of mental labour and manual labour.” We
steadfastly carried out the policy of placing culture and
education at the service of proletarian politics and the
class policy of the Party in educational, cultural, journal-
istic, public health and physical culture activities. In
literature and art, we engaged in a great debate on the
question of literary and artistic line and thoroughly
smashed the bourgeois line on literature and art repre-
sented by the anti-Party clique of Ting Ling and Chen
Chi-hsia. We adhered firmly to the proletarian socialist
line on literature and art, to the path wherein literature
and art serve the workers, peasants and soldiers, to the
integration of popularization and elevation and the policy
of “letting a hundred flowers blossom and weeding through
the old to let the new emerge.” After this struggle, in the
fields of literature and art, there came into view a lively
scene rich with the myriad colours of a hundred flowers
vying with cach other. In journalism, the hypocritical
bourgeois view on so-called “freedom of the press” was
criticized. Proletarian journalism won a great victory es-
pecially during the big debate centring around bourgeois
trends in the daily Wen Wei Pao. This enabled our journal-
ism to fully display its militancy in both international and
domestic class struggles and become an even more effective
instrument of proletarian propaganda and of educating the
broad masses of people in Marxist-Leninist ideology and
modern scientific and cultural knowledge. In the field
of public health, we completely routed the bourgeois right-

.

17



ists who opposed the Party and socialism, criticized the
bourgeois idea of belittling the Chinese traditional
medical legacy, inherited and developed this legacy and
strengthened the co-operation between doctors of both
the Chinese traditional and Western schools, thereby pro-
viding exceedingly favourable conditions for the develop-
ment of new Chinese schools of thought in medicine and
pharmacy. Within the ranks of the people and in regard
to thinking in the academic field, we have firmly carried
out the policy of “letting a hundred flowers blossom
and a hundred schools of thought contend” put forward
by Comrade Mao Tse-tung. This greatly augmented the
ability of the masses of people to fight bourgeois ideas
and promoted ideological development under the guidance
of Marxism-Leninism. Simultaneously, it also provided
the most favourable soil for the rapid growth of science
and technology. This series of struggles thoroughly ex-
posed and isolated the bourgeois rightists, criticized the
bourgeois ideas, raised the political consciousness of the
broad masses of people, enhanced their ability to discern
fundamental right and wrong and distinguish fragrant
flowers from poisonous weeds, and increased the strength
of the left group on the cultural and educational front.
All this helped to further establish and consolidate the
Party’s leadership in culture and education, reinforce the
ideological position of Marxism-Leninism, closely co-
ordinate cultural and educational work with socialist
economic construction and create the ideological condi-
tions for the 1958 big leap in the national economy and
the people’s commune movement.

On the basis of Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s proposal, the
Central Committee of the Party formulated in 1958 the
general line of “going all out, aiming high and achieving
greater, faster, better and more economical results to build
socialism.” The Party's general line for building socialism
reflects in concentrated form the great will of our whole
people who demand a rapid transformation of the state
of “poverty and blankness.” Under the guidance of this
general line a brand new situation emerged in our socialist
construction. People throughout the country, with high
morale, lofty goals and boundless revolutionary energy,
plunged into vigorous mass movements for socialist con-
struction. In 1958 our country effected a big leap in the
national economy unprecedented in history as well as the
great movement of the people’s communes. On the basis
of the 1958 big leap forward, a still better and more all-
round big leap of the national economy was effected in
1959. Successive big leaps forward in these two years and
the fulfilment of the major targets of the Second Five-
Year Plan for Development of the National Economy three
years ahead of schedule laid a sound foundation for con-
tinuous leaps forward in the future. The Party’s general
line for building socialism, the big leap forward and the
people’s commune are creative developments of Marxism-
Leninism in our country and three wonderful master keys
to accelerate our country’s socialist construction.

Current Stage of Development

In the cultural and educational field, the Party’s
Central Committee and Comrade Mao Tse-tung in 1958
at the opportune time projected the great task of cultural
revolution and the policy of “education serving proletarian
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politics and education combined with productive labour,”
thus directing the cultural and educational work to a new
stage of development. Cultural revolution, as explained
by Comrade Mao Tse-tung, means the masses of workers
and peasants becoming well educated and at the same
time intellectuals becoming labouring people. Only when
the masses of workers and peasants and intellectuals each
move towards making up their particular deficiency, will
the irrational situation, a legacy from the old society, be
completely changed and the backward phenomena which
characterize each be ecliminated. In other words, the
deficiency of the masses of workers and peasants in
cultural studies and the bourgeois ideas of the intellectuals
will both be eliminated. This is a very profound revolu-
tion.

In our socialist country, the aim of education is to
train labourers with both communist ideology and
modern scientific and cultural knowledge, capable of
doing both mental and physical work. Persistence in the
policy of enabling the masses of workers and peasants to
become well educated and turning intellectuals into labour-
ing people and combining education with productive labour
is indispensable to the socialist revolution and socialist
construction and to the transition to communism. But, as
everyone knows, the implementation of this policy involves
a serious struggle. Not only do many bourgeois intellec-
tuals despise physical labour, and oppose turning intellec-
tuals into labouring people and combining cducation with
productive labour, there are also certain people within
the Communist Party who maintain that the cultural rev-
olution should be limited to the elevation of the cultural
level of the masses of workers and peasants to keep them
abreast of the intellectuals but that there is no need for
the intellectuals to undergo ideological remoulding and
especially no need for them to participate in physical
labour. This view of the cultural revolution is one-sided;
it is a reflection of the reactionary viewpoint of the bour-
geoisie. They do not understand that in the course of par-
ticipating in physical labour, man not only changes nature
but also changes his own subjective world. Without
participating in physical labour, it is impossible for intel-
lectuals to thoroughly transform their bourgeois world
outlook and attain the goal of “red and expert.” If the
masses of workers and peasants become well educated
while the intellectuals have not become labouring people
it is impossible to eliminate the difference between mental
and physical labour. When we realize universal higher
education in the future, it can only lead to national extinc-
tion, if all graduates are not capable of doing physical
work. Will it be possible for us to find a group of “slaves”
from another planet to carry manure and cultivate land
for us? Guided by the theory of Comrade Mao Tse-tung,
we have resolutely opposed this erroneous viewpoint. We
have not only implemented the policy of combining educa-
tion with productive labour in schools but instituted
the system of participation in physical labour among
writers, artists, scientists, government functionaries and
all intellectuals. Now, facts prove that it is absolutely
correct to do so.

In a country as large as China, extremely backward
culturally in the past and with more than 600 million
population, enabling the masses of workers and peasants
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to become well educated also involves very arduous tasks.
Some bourgeois educationalists were bent on restricting
the development of education; they asserted that “educa-
tion can only be run by the state,” that “only one kind of
school should be set up” and that “education is the preserve
of the specialists.” Others, while advocating the develop-
ment of education, insisted on running education along lines
which could only lead to fewer, slower, poor and costly
results. They put stress on the so-called “regular” educa-
tional system and teaching methods, they did not encour-
age the masses to create boldly and constantly introduce
innovations in educational work and even did not allow
them to do so. Should their proposals be followed, the
realization of universal education in China and the
prospect of the masses of workers and peasants
becoming well educated, would be put off to no
one knows what distant future if it were not a
lost cause altogether. We have firmly opposed these
erroneous views. In the course of the educational revolu-
tion, the whole Party and the whole people have taken
a hand in running education on a large scale in accordance
with the policy of “walking on two legs” laid down by
the Party’s Central Committee and Comrade Mao Tse-tung.
Thus, we have found a road which has enabled us to
achieve greater, faster, better and more economical re-
sults in the process of making education universal among
the whole people and raising its quality. The change over
to people’s communes in the countryside and cities and
the nationwide movement for technical innovations and
technical revolution have opened an extremely broad
avenue for enabling the masses of workers and peasants

At the National Heroes’ Conference

to become well educated. In the course of the movement
for technical innovations and technical revolution, vast
numbers of workers and peasants have applied themselves
painstakingly and with great tenacity to studies; they
have not only created many wonders in production but
have at the same time studied the teachings of Mao Tse-
tung and modern scientific and cultural knowledge on an
extensive scale, thereby rapidly becoming worker-peasant
intellectuals who are both red and expert.

To victoriously carry out the cultural revolution in
our country is a great and arduous historic task. We have
already achieved tremendous successes but this is only a
beginning. It will take considerable time to wipe out
illiteracy and realize universal primary, secondary and
higher education. To thoroughly eliminate the political
and ideological influences of the bourgeoisie and greatly
raise the level of the communist consciousness and morality
of the whole people will take scores of years. Comrade
Mao Tse-tung pointed out that following the completion
of the socialist revolution on the economic front, “it will
take a considerable time to decide the issue in the ideo-
logical struggle between socialism and capitalism in our
country. This is because the influence of the bourgeoisie
and of the intellectuals who come from the old society
will remain in our country as the ideology of a class for
a long time to come.” We must redouble our efforts to
energetically carry out the cultural revolution and strive
to realize the prospect of the masses of the workers and
peasants becoming well educated and the intellectuals
becoming labouring people.

(The concluding instalment will appear in our next issue.)

People in the Van of
The Cultural Revolution

by WEN CHIA

HE recent national conference of outstanding groups
and workers in education, culture, health, physical
culture and journalism which met in Peking belween
June 1 and 11 was a meeling of heroes of China’s cul-
tural revolution. More than 6,000 attended. They bore
witness to the fact that a body of cultural and educa-
tional workers wilh proletarian intellectuals as its back-
bone has begun to be formed. Today, not a few of the
country’s school teachers, university professors, writers,
artists, journalists and medical doctors are former
workers, peasants or soldiers in the People’s Liberation
Army who prior to liberation were lucky if they could
manage even a few years’ schooling or were out-and-out
illiterates. Their stories are in themselves the story of
the cultural revolution that is now sweeping the entire

country.
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At the national conference many such former
workers and peasants turned writers, artisls, poets and
musicians from all parts of China met. Among them were
the writers Hu Wan-chun, a steelworker from Shanghai
who only 11 years ago could hardly read a picture story
book but who, in 1957, won an honourable mention in the
international literary contest at the 6th World Youth
Festival for his autobiographic short story Blood Relation
and who more recently wrote the scenario for the new
popular colour film A Family of Steelworkers; Li Mou-
jung, a peasant from Yunnan who worked his way from
a semi-illiterate to the author of a 200,000-word novel
entitled Men Look for Happiness as Trees Look for
Spring; and Kao Yu-pao, a former People’s Liberation
Armyman now studying in Peking, who started to write
a novel on his childhood when he was still a semi-
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