PEKING ,,
"REVI EW

Empty U.S. Talk About
| & k Disarmament Denounced

Renmin Ribao exposes U.S. trick to hide its arms drive and
war preparations behind a smokescreen of words (p. 7).

ﬂ . Halt the Criminal Persecution of

Overseas Chinese in Indonesia!

Protests against murders of overseas Chinese in
Tjimahi (p. 8).

Small and Medium Enterprises

Play Big Role

/ Facts on a key aspect of Chmas big leap in industry
(p. 12).

Cuba Fights Back

Phonetic Alphabet— Short Cut to Literacy

A WEEKLY MAGAZINE OF CHINESE NEWS AND VIEWS




Stories of the
Chinese People’s Volunteers

This is a collection of 11 narratives recounting the heroic feats of the Chinese People’s
Volunteers during the Korean war: the story of Squad Leader Lei Pao-shen, whose men
destroyed 11 American tanks without incurring a single casualty; of Liu Kuang-tse, single-
handed captor of 63 enemy soldiers; of airman Chang Chi-hui, who brought down U.S. “ace”
pilot G.A. Davis in air battle; of battalion and company commanders, fighting with bound-
less courage and wisdom; and of heroic scouts, masters of the art of surprise attacks on enemy
positions.

Based on life itself, these are the stirring tales of people who defeated an enemy far
superior to themselves in equipment, and who by their heroic deeds revealed a great truth to
the world — U.S. imperialism is a paper tiger whose aggression can be smas!)ed by a people

fighting for the honour and independence of their motherland.

| - SUPPORT THE JUST AND PATRIOTIC
i STRUGGLE OF
THE SOUTH KOREAN PEOPLE

As is generally known, a gigantic struggle was recently launched in south Korea against
the fascist rule of the U.S.-Rhee clique. This struggle of the south Korean people has dealt a
heavy blow to U.S. imperialism and inspired the people of other lands in the world in their fight
to defeat aggression and gain independence, freedom and peace. The Chinese people, together
with all peace-loving people in the world, give full support to the south Korean people in their
just and patriotic struggle. On April 28, in Peking, capital of China, 600,000 people from all
walks of life participated in a mass rally in support of the south Korean people. Mass rallies
were also held in Shanghai, l\ianking, Chengtu, Lanchow and many other cities. Standing
resolutely beside the south Korean people are the 650 million Chinese.

This booklet contains the message of the rally in Peking, the speeches of Liu Ning-I,
Member of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party and President of the All-
Cﬁina Federation of Trade Unions, and Li Young Ho, Ambassador of the Korean Democratic
People’s Republic to China. Also included are two editorials from Renmin Ribao of April 25

and 29, 1960, entitled “The South Korean People Raise Their Voice,” and “Hail the Heroic South
Korean People.”
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ROUND THE WEEK

All Support to Agriculture

The national drive to back up the
agricultural front is taking on new
dimensions. Industrial, trade, scien-
tific, educational and, in fact, all other
departments throughout the country
are doing their share for this task.
The slogan “Agriculture is the basis
for the development of the national
economy; give it all our support!” is
heard across the land.

The press gives special prominence
these days to news of how such aid
is going to the countryside. A major
share of this aid, of course, comes
from the industrial departments. Be-
sides helping the farms in current
tasks, such as repairing harvest tools
or combating drought, they are work-
ing out long-term plans to help mech-
anize agriculiure as quickly as pos-
sible. The provincial bureau of
machine-building industry in Kansu,
Northwest China, has drawn up a
concrete plan for the technical trans-
formation of agriculture in that
province. Besides making farm ma-
chinery for the ruvral communes, the
bureau will help them set up their
own engineering plants. It has already
sent several teams out to various
parts of the province to put this plan
into effect.

Szechuan Province, known as Chi-
na’s granary, has set about this work
in a comprehensive way. All the
rural counties in the province now
have direct contacts with industrial
departments which have undertaken
to give them technical aid. By the
end of June, more than 4.600 factories
and engineering schools had signed
long-term agreements with counties
or people’s communes, With the over-
all aim of speeding up the moderniza-
tion of agriculture, t"ey will help the
rural counties or communes set up
farm machinery works and plants to
make chemical fertilizers and insecti-
cides and process farm products. To put
these enterprises firmly on their feet,
they will set aside for the purpose
what machines and materials they

can spare, help train technicians to
man them and even transfer some of
their own personnel to work in the
communes. They will also help repair,
assemble or manufacture farm ma-
chinery urgently needed by the com-
munes. With such help, rural com-
munes in various parts of the province
set up in the first quarter of this year
more than 22.000 plants for making
farm machinery, chemical fertilizers
and insecticides, and trained nearly
100,000 technicians to staff them.

Similar networks of co-operation
woven all over the country will go a
long way to ridding China soon of its
technical backwardness in its agricul-
ture and raising agricultural produc-
tion to a still higher level.

Students Do Their Stuff Too

College students are giving brawn
and brain to the farm front too. In
busy farming seasons, tens of thou-
sands of them flock to the countryside
to do a stint of work in the communes,
to help build reservoirs, harvest crops
or do other farm work. This, however,
is by no means the major aspect of
the help they are giving. Like the
industrial workers, Peking’s college
students, particularly those studying
engineering and agronomy, have es-
tablished regular links with rural
communes on the outskirts of the
capital and are giving them wvarious
types of technical aid.

Students of Tsinghua University,
one of the foremost engineering
institutions in the country, are helping
one suburban commune build a sizable
plant for repairing and making farm
machinery. The Peking Agro-Technical
Institute has successfully designed over
60 mechanized or semi-mechanized
farm tools suited to local conditions.
Many of these have already been
taken up by the communes. Teachers
and students of the Peking Agricul-
tural College have gone in groups to
make on-the-spot studies and work in
the communes. Those working in
Tahsing County are experimenting to-
gether with local peasants to transform
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the alkaline flats there into rice fields.
Chemistry students of Peking Univer-
sity have helped another commune set
up a chemical analysis station. With
the help of the peasants. they have
successfully trial-produced a chemical
fertilizer by local methods at a low
cost. Now they are going ahead to
produce it in large quantities.

The Pcking Mining Institute has
set about the task of helping agricul-
ture in a big way. More than a
thousand of its students and teachers
have gone to help the communes in
Changping and Yenching Counties
build their own industrial enterprises
and train their own skilled workers.
During their stay there, they have
helped four communes in Changping
and a fishing area in Yenching set up
two foundries and a machine repair
factory. They also introduced more
than a hundred technical innovations,
helped repair 40 machines for irriga-
tion, set to rights a small power station,
and trained a number of local commune
members who are now able to work
as technicians on their own.

Into 1961

The remarkable successes achieved
on China’s industrial front are in
no small measure to be attributed to
the soaring labour enthusiasm of the
workers. Encouraging preliminary re-
ports from 21 provinces and autono-
mous regions and the cities of Shang-
hai and. Kunming show that more
than 111,000 young workers and 1,400
groups have completed their [full
quotas for 1960 and have “entered
1961.”

Besides these, more than 2.35
million young workers and some
30,000 groups were over the halfway
mark of this year's production targets
by June 5. Each doing the work of
several, these men and women are
emulating one another and racing
with time to bring about another leap
forward in industrial production this
year. Ingeniously tapping the poten-
tials of their machines, they are not
only themselves adopting the new
skills and methods that have been
evolved in the technical innovation
movement, but are organizing shock
brigades to disseminate the new
techniques among their mates to bring
about an all-round rise in production.
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There is another faclor accounting
for these successes which has been
given much prominence in the news-
papers these days. This is the im-
portant role played by leading cadres
who have made it a rule to go to the
front line of production, to tackle prob-
lems with the rank and file on the
spot, and find the right solutions to
boost production to new heights.

New Members for the Party

The ranks of the Chinese Communist
Party continue to grow steadily. More
than 30,000 people in Peking were
admitted into the Party in the past
yvear. In Shanghai 80,000 joined the
Party since the beginning of 1959. Tens
of thousands of others in various parts
of the country have reinforced the
ranks of the Party which -is the
guiding force in China’s socialist
revolution and construction. These
recruits are the finest sons and daugh-
ters of the Chinese people. men and
women who have taken a firm work-
ing-class stand in the various political
campaigns of the past few years. Tried
and tested in these struggles, they
have demonstrated a high revolution-
ary spirit, shown themselves to be
fully dedicated to the Party’s cause.
The great majority of them are
outstanding workers in their own
fields, with splendid achievements to
their credit.

The new Party members come from
every walk of life. Many of them are
industrial workers or members of
rural communes. Yu Chung-fa, a
veteran worker in the Peking Electron
Tube Factory, is typical. A pace-
setter in work, he is always in the van
in responding to the Party’s calls and
has made a splendid job of every task
entrusted to him. He has given an
especially good account of himself in
the mass movement for technical in-
novations and technical revolution.
His many innovations have saved for
the country millions of yuan. But
what particularly distinguishes him is
that he is tireless in helping his mates
improve their skills and raise their
political consciousness.

Among the thousands of new Party
members in Shanghai are Wang Lin-
ho, an outstanding worker at the Hu-
kuang Scientific Instruments Works
who succeeded in making a 10,000-volt
Schering bridge after 371 attempts;
Wang Chuan-chuan, a nationally-

known woman worker at the Chiuhsin
Shipyard; Wu Pei-fang, a primary
school teacher; Fang Jung-fu, an in-
ternationally-known football referee;
and Li Ken-tung, vice-director and
chief engineer of the Shanghai Ma-
chine Tools Plant. Each in his own
field has made no small contribution
to the common cause of socialism.

Agricultural Prospects Fine in Tibet

There has been great progress in
Tibet in the year since the quelling of
the rebellion. In the farming areas,
peasants have organized themselves
into mutual-aid teams. Just a year
ago they were mostly serfs; today they
are working with unparalleled en-
thusiasm to increase agricultural pro-
duction.

In some parts of the Loka area in
the past, hardly 7 per cent of the
cultivated area was irrigated. Now
the peasants have built enough canals
and ditches to extend the irrigated
area to 60-80 per cent. In the past. a
khal (about a mu) of land used to
get a maximum dressing of 1.000 jin
of manure a year. Now, each khal
gets as much as 15,000 to 20,000 jin.
Carrying out the Eight-Point Charter
for Agriculture with meticulous care,
Tibet’s farmers are expecting a “big-
ger harvest this autumn than they
have ever had before.

In livestock breeding, too, big
changes are taking place. In one area,
over 90 per cent of the lambs born this
vear have survived, as against an
average of only 60 per cent in the
past.

This encouraging picture is contained
in a report submitted by inspection
teams to Panchen Erdeni, Acting
Chairman of the Preparatory Com-
mittee for the Autonomous Region of
Tibet. Consisting mostly of patriotic
members of the upper strata of society
in Tibet, the teams made a three-
month inspection tour of the Lhasa
and Loka areas. On their return they
expressed themselves convinced of the
bright prospects of the rural areas in
Tibet.

Panchen Erdeni received the report
with satisfaction. He told the members
of the teams that by making this
inspection tour, they had seen with
their own eyes how the Tibetan
peasants, after organizing mutual-aid
teams, were stepping up agricultural
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production. Tibet, said Panchen Erdeni,
was once held in the dark thrall of
feudal serfdom. For thousands of
vears, the working people were op-
pressed and enslaved. They would
never be able to live happily if the
rebellion last year were not quelled
and if feudal serfdom and reactionary
rule were not overthrown. Now the
Tibetan people, under the leadership
of the Communist Party and Chairman
Mao Tse-tung, are working hard to
reap a rich harvest this year. The
situation today is extremely good. It
stands in sharp contrast to the
miserable past. With such bright pros-
pects lying ahead of them, Panchen
Erdeni told the members of the inspec-
tion teams, they should continuously
remould their ideology, be modest in
learning from the masses, arm them-
selves with Mao Tse-tung’s thinking,
devote themselves wholeheartedly to
the cause of building a socialist, new
Tibet and work for the realization of
communism.

A Self-Taught Village

Hsieh Family Village, with its six
households tucked away in the moun-
tains of Hopei Province, got into the
headlines last week for starting its
own junior middle school literally
from scratch.

So isolated that the regular educa-
tional system hadn't reached it yet,
this village of Hsingtai County was
still 100 per cent illiterate even in
1954. That was when it formed
itself into a farm co-op. Since no
one could read or write, it had
no book-keeper. Members totted up
their workdays by cutting notches
on a wall. Finally, however, as the
farm’s operations became more varied
the records got into a tangle. They
began to see that the Communist
Party was right — they must set up
a literacy class. They also decided to
send the only two school-age children
in the village to school in another
village.

But who was to teach their literacy
class? They solved this problem by
electing young, illiterate Hao Chiu-
sheng to be their teacher. Twice a
week, Chiu-sheng climbed to the other
side of the mountain more than a mile
away to study at the Huamu Village.
What he learnt he passed on to his
students. When a question cropped

July 12, 1960

up that Chiu-sheng could not answer,
he would take it along with him on
his next trip to Huamu.

Soon, the villagers thought out
another method — whoever went out
of the village to visit friends or rela-
tives must return with a few new
characters. When Hao Kuei-yuan’s
young son asked permission to
visit his grandma, Kuei-yuan asked
him: “How many characters are
you going to bring back?’ “One.”
Kuei-yuan exclaimed in mock surprise:
“Only one? That’s not enough! At
least three. Otherwise no go!” This
task the child fulfilled —a “teacher”
of three characters.

There were other methods. Huamu’s
school teacher often came to work on
the field bordering Hsieh Family Vil-
lage. So the co-op members there
decided to invite him to lunch every
time he came. He made use of the
time saved from walking to and fro
for lunch to teach his hosts new
characters. Now and then a pedlar
showed up, the villagers would treat
him to food and tea and ask him to
leave behind some characters.

By such efforts they made such pro-
gress that in 1955 they learnt to use
a dictionary got from Huamu’s school
teacher. This they callei their “all-
time-ready” teacher. They studied
even harder than before. Before the
wheat was gathered in 1956, the whole
village was literate; every one of them
had mastered 1,500 Chinese characters.

Some felt quite satisfied now that
they were able to do simple book-
keeping, or write a letter. But at this
juncture, the township Party organi-

zation came with this advice: “You
have just taken a first step. To build
socialism you need more cultural and
scientific knowledge.” Their eyes
opened wider, the villagers set up
their first spare-time primary school
and every one of the village's six
families enrolled. Still relying heavily
on Huamu's teacher in the language
course, they repaid him by gathering
firewood for him. Arithmetic was
taught by the village's two full-time
students when they came home on
their summer vacation. In autumn
1958, one of them returned to become
a full-time teacher. In a big-leap
effort, they completed the whole
primary school course in a year and
learnt the phonetic alphabet to boot.
In November 1959, encouraged by the
Party, they set up a spare-time junior
middle school. Their full-time teacher,
while teaching himself, attended the
spare-time normal school set up by
Lulo Commune which the village had
joined. The six families now sub-
scribe to the Hopei Daily, the Hsingtai
Daily and several popular magazines.
They have a growing library of a
hundred books. Applying their book
learning, they raised their 1959 out-
put of fruits from the 3,900 jin of
the previous year to 9,300 jin, and
their per mu yield of maize from 300
to 800 jin.

Says Gongren Ribao (The Daily
Worker) editorially: “We should all
learn from the splendid example of
the Hsieh Family Village how to get
greater, faster, better and more econo-
mical results in our workers’ spare-
time education as well as in socialist

construction.”

PaSs the Word Test and the Road Is Open!

Sketch by Shao Yu



Chinese Government’s Note in Reply to
Soviet Government on Disarmament

The discontinuance of the Soviet Union’s and
the other socialist countries’ participation
in the Ten-Nation Disarmament Committee
has further exposed the deceptive scheme
of the imperialist countries headed by the
United States to cover up their arms expan-
sion and war preparations by empty talk of
disarmament. The Chinese Government fully

supports this just step taken by the Soviet
Government.

Chinese Charge d’Affaires ad interim Chang Wei-lieh
called on Soviet Vice-Foreign Minister Y.A. Malik on July
6 and presented to him a note of July 5 from the Chinese
Government in reply to the Soviet Government’s note of
June 27 on disarmament. The text of the Chinese Gov-
ernment’s note follows. — Ed.

HE Government of the People’s Republic of China has

received the note of the Government of the U.S.S.R.

dated June 27, 1960, and has fully noted the various
opinions expressed in it by the Soviet Government.

Disarmament is the common desire of the peoples
of all countries in the world, and is an important measure
in safeguarding world peace at the present time. With
a view to promoting a settlement of the disarmament
question, the Soviet Government has repeatedly put
forward positive proposals. The Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China has consistently given strong sup-
port to the disarmament proposals advanced by the Soviet
Government at different times.

Since the Ten-Nation Disarmament Committee began
its work, the Soviet Union, in striving for an agreement
with the United States and the other Western countries
on the disarmament question, has time and again made
great efforts. The Soviet Union decided, on its own
initiative, to reduce its armed forces by one-third, and
on June 2 of this year again submitted new proposals
for general and complete disgrmament, advocating disar-
mament by stages and the institution of control on the
basis of disarmament. The imperialist countries headed
by the United States, however, refused to enter into
substantive discussion on the new Soviet proposals. They
tried hard to make the Ten-Nation Disarmament Com-
mittee discuss their own proposals for control and inspec-
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tions without disarmament so as to attain their dirty
objective of spying on the socialist countries. More than
this, while negotiating disarmament, U.S. imperialism has
been stepping up its activities of arms expansion and war
preparations. And it is precisely during this period, as is
known to the whole world, that the United States approved
the aggressive Japan-U.S. treaty of military alliance. This
is further vivid proof that the imperialist countries headed
by the United States do not desire disarmament. Under
these circumstances, just as pointed out in the Soviet Gov-
ernment’s note, if the Soviet Union and the other socialist
countries had carried on negotiations with the United
States and the other Western countries in the Ten-Nation
Disarmament Committee, it would have amounted to par-
ticipating in hoodwinking the people—a thing to which
the socialist countries absolutely could not agree.

The discontinuance of the Soviet Union’s and the
other socialist countries’ participation in the Ten-Nation
Disarmament Committee has further exposed the decep-
tive scheme of the imperialist countries headed by the
United States to cover up their arms expansion and war
preparations by empty talk of disarmament. The Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China fully supports this
just step taken by the Soviet Government.

The Government of the People’s Republic of China
has consistently stood for general disarmament and has
made unremitting efforts to promote it. Since 1951, China
has repeatedly, on its own initiative, reduced its armed
forces. We have taken the initiative in withdrawing the
Chinese People’s Volunteers from Korea. We have repeat-
edly proposed that all the countries of the Asian and
Pacific region conclude a peace pact of mutual non-ag-
gression and make this region an atom-free zone. The
Government of the People’s Republic of China holds that
only by ceaselessly increasing the might of the socialist
camp headed by the Soviet Union, uniting the peace-
loving people and countries of the whole world to wage
a resolute struggle against the activities of arms expan-
sion and war preparations of the imperialists headed by
the United States, and impressing on the imperialist coun-
tries that continued opposition to disarmament would be
to their disadvantage, can the imperialist countries be
compelled to sit down to earnest disarmament negotia-
tions. The Government of the People’s Republic of China
approves of the Soviet Government’s position of being
prepared to continue disarmament negotiations, and will,
together with the Soviet Union, the other socialist coun-
tries and the peace-loving people and countries of the
whole world, wage unremitting struggles against the poli-
cies of aggression and war pursued by the imperialists
headed by, the United States and for the realization of
general disarmament and the safeguarding of world peace.
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RENMIN RIBAO

Empty U.S. Talk About Disarmament
—A Trick That Won't Be Tolerated

Following is a translation of a “Renmin Ribao”
editorial on July 7, 1960. — Ed.

HE Soviet Government on June 27 announced that it

would cease to participate in the Ten-Nation Disar-
mament Committee because the imperialist countries
headed by the United States had, over a long period of
time, obstinately stalled the disarmament talks and had
no desire whatsoever for an agreement on the disarma-
ment question. The Governments of Poland, Czecho-
slovakia, Rumania and Bulgaria also took the same action.
This has exposed the scheme of the United States and its
accomplices, Britain, France, Canada and Italy, to use
empty talk about disarmament to deceive the peoples of
all countries and cover up their arms expansion and war
preparations. The Chinese Government, in its note in reply
to the Soviet Government, expressed full support for the
just step taken by the Soviet Government and approval
of the Soviet Government’s position of being prepared to
continue disarmament negotiations.

INCE the start of the conference of the East-West Ten-

Nation Disarmament Committee in Geneva on March
15, this year, the Soviet Union, for the purpose of
reaching agreement with the Western countries on the
disarmament question, has time and again put forward
concrete proposals, and especially its new proposals of
June 2 for general and complete disarmament. These pro-
posals have adopted certain views of the Western coun-
tries. But the Western countries headed by the United
States, bent on creating trouble at the conference table,
not only failed to take any step to promote an agreement
on disarmament but also tried their utmost to stall the
talks in an attempt to make the conference engage in
endless wrangles over control and inspection without
disarmament and turn the Ten-Nation Disarmament Com-
mittee into an organization which would be utterly in-
capable of promoting disarmament. Under these circum-
stances, if the Soviet Union continued to participate in
the debate at the Ten-Nation Disarmament Committee —
a debate which would not settle any real issue, the world
public would in fact be confused, think that the
conference was really doing something about disarma-
ment, and thereby entertain illusions. The Soviet Govern-
ment stated that it could not participate in this deception
of the peoples of all countries.

Since the exposure of their criminal activities in
obstructing disarmament, the Western powers have pre-
tended to be innocent and tried to make believe that they
were willing to continue the disarmament negotiations and
even slandered the Soviet Union as having wrecked the
disarmament talks. How absurd and ridiculous this is!
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If the Western powers headed by the United States really
had the slightest sincere desire for disarmament, why,
throughout the long period of three months of confer-
ence, did they use such deceptive tricks as “control”
without disarmament to drag out the talks and thereby
lead the conference to a deadlock? Evading substantive
questions of disarmament during the whole course of the
conference, the Western powers never expressed their
readiness to agree to the prohibition and destruction of
the means of delivering nuclear weapons, the removal of
military bases abroad and the reduction and eventual
abolition of armed forces and conventional armaments.
The representatives of the Western powers, of the U.S.
in particular, kept on trying to justify their war prepara-
tions, and their establishment of military bases on foreign
territories. At the same time, the imperialist powers
headed by the United States have intensified their arms
expansion and war preparations. The United States has
approved the aggressive U.S.-Japan military alliance
treaty and frantically clamoured about war. Here are
some recent facts about their arms expansion and war
preparations and their war cries:

N June 26, U.S. Defence Secretary Thomas Gates an-
nounced that the United States was militarily “ready”
for either a small war or a major war.

The Wall Street Journal reported that the United
States had stepped up its “airborne alert,” that every
minute of the day and night B-52 bombers were cruising
over the subarctic and ready to deliver devastating
nuclear weapons to assigned targets “deep in the com-
munist heartland.” On June 28, British Defence Minister
Watkinson admitted that Britain also took part in such
“airborne alert” flights.

The United States also conducted a series of missile
tests. On June 23, it trial-launched two “Polaris” mis-
siles. On June 24 and July 1, it twice trial-launched
“Titan” I.C.B.Ms. On June 28, the U.S. Navy Department
announced that U.S. missile submarines would formally
test the launching of “Polaris” missiles. The U.S. Con-
gress has recently decided to add 200 million dollars to
military expenditures for the development of missiles and
other new weapons. The United States will also conduct
underground nuclear tests this month.

The United States has supplied missile weapons to
strengthen the aggressive troops of the NATO bloc. It
is preparing to install in Europe 300 “Polaris” missiles
that do not need fixed launching sites, and is planning to
supply the NATO bloc with missile submarines. France
has set up its first “Nike” missile battalion. West Germany
has set up a network of atomic rocket bases with more
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than 300 installations for the firing of nuclear weapons.
U.S. Army Secretary Brucker announced on July 4 that

missile weapons would be supplied to West Germany.

On June 27, U.S. President Eisenhower once again
declared blatantly that the U.S. would keep its aggressive
forces “strong, modern, and alert” and that it must “ac-
cept the risks of bold action” in dealing with the socialist
camp.

On June 28, Nelson Rockefeller, while calling for a
3,500 million-dollar boost in military spending, openly
advocated “the strategy of a first strike.” According to
him, the U.S. found itself “best equipped” for this strate-
gy. The U.S. Time magazine, the LF. Stone’s Weekly
and the Evening Star on May 8 and 9 simultaneously
published three articles which disclosed that the U.S. ruling
circles were stepping up the plan for such a “pre-emptive”
strategy.

On June 30, the U.S. Congress approved military ap-
propriations to the huge amount of 40,000 million dollars,
or over 600 million dollars more than what was requested
by the U.S. Government.

THE above facts show that the imperialist countries

headed by the United States will never lay down
their butcher’s knife in their efforts to seek high profits
for the monopoly capital groups, retain their “deterrent”
and engineer attacks on socialism and repression of the
national and democratic movements in Asian, African and
Latin American countries. Therefore, however hard we
the socialist countries may strive for the realization of
disarmament, the imperialist countries headed by the
United States will always seek to obstruct and sabotage
it by hook or by crook. It is obvious that obstacles in
the way of the realization of disarmament do not come
from the socialist countries — they all come from the im-
perialist countries headed by the United States which are
by nature aggressive and war-like.

Anti-Chinese Activities in Indonesia

In the past three months and more, the imperialist
countries headed by the United States have carried out
their scheme of arms expansion and war preparations
under cover of the endless talks of the Ten-Nation Disar-
mament Committee. This is another profound lesson to
all peace-loving people of the world. The utterly ferocious
aggressive bloc headed by the United States will not ac-
cept the proposal for general and complete disarmament.
The peace-loving people of the world must on no account
entertain any unrealistic illusions about U.S. imperialism
and must not be deceived by imperialism.

THE Chinese Government and people have consistently
stood for general disarmament. They have given
active support to all useful proposals for disarmament
put forward by the Soviet Union and other socialist coun-
tries. Since 1951, the Chinese Government has repeatedly,
on its own initiative, reduced its armed forces. The Chi-
nese People’s Volunteers, on their own initiative, already
withdrew from Korea. China has repeatedly proposed that
all the countries in the Asian and Pacific region con-
clude a peace pact of mutual non-aggression and make
this region an atom-free zone. We will continue, together
with the Soviet Union and other socialist countries, to
make untiring efforts for general disarmament. We hold
that the peoples of the socialist countries, who stand at
the forefront in defence of world peace, must maintain a
high degree of vigilance, thoroughly expose the scheme
of the imperialist countries headed by the United States
in obstructing disarmament, and mobilize the people of
the whole world to oppose firmly the arms expansion and
war preparations of the imperialist countries and thwart
the U.S. imperialist policies of aggression and war for
world hegemony. Only by so doing can the imperialist
countries be compelled to sit down for serious disarma-
ment negotiations; only by so doing can world peace be
safeguarded effectively.

China Protests Against Tjimahi Murders

by OUR CORRESPONDENT

HE cold-blooded murder of two overseas Chinese

women and the wounding of two other Chinese on
July 3 by Indonesian scldiers and police has aroused
deep indignation among the Chinese people. This new
crime climaxed a fresh series of outrages against overseas
Chinese in Indonesia. It took place in Tjimahi, a little
town near Bandung, as the West Java military authorities
pushed through the forcible evacuation of overseas
Chinese there.

China’s Ambassador to Indonesia Huang Chen called
on Indonesian Foreign Minister Subandrio and lodged a
serious protest with the Indonesian Government on July
4, the day after the killing. The Ambassador put for-
ward the following demands: an immediate end to the
forcible evacuation of overseas Chinese; punishment of
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the murderers; compensation to the families of the killed;
immediate release of the arrested overseas Chinese; a
guarantee against future recurrence of similar incidents;
and an open apology. The Ambassador also demanded
that a Chinese consul should be enabled to go to the
site of the incident to make an investigation and conduct
a joint examination of the dead bodies together with
the West Java military authorities.

Stop These Crimes At Once!

Reports of the Tjimahi bloodshed touched off a na-
tionwide wave of angry protests. Newspapers throughout
the country carried the news. On July 5, Renmin Ribao’s
Commentator voiced the sentiments of the Chinese peo-
ple when he demanded an immediate stop to the
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criminal persecution of cverseas Chinese in Indonesia.
The Tjimahi incident, he wrote. has aroused the deepest
indignation among the Chinese people. “Recently, as a
result of the joint efforts made by both the peace-loving
people and enlightened and far-sighted individuals in
Indonesia, it was once reported that the anti-Chinese
campaign launched by certain influential Indonesian
circles might be easing to some extent. But, unfortunately,
the bloody incident of July 3 once again proves that those
influential Indonesian circles have no intention cf easing
up their anti-Chinese activities. On the contrary, they
are stepping up their persecution of overseas Chincse,
They do not even hesitate before the creation of bloody
incidents to further poison friendly relations between
China and Indonesia in an effort to achieve their ulterior
ends,”

“This killing of overseas Chinese in Tjimahi was by
no means accidental,” Commentator wrote. “It was a
bloedy incident deliberalely created by those forces in
Indonesia who are hostile to friendship between China
and Indonesia. Of late, instead of calling a halt to the
anti-Chinese, discriminatory activities, they have further
intensified them. It must be noted in particular that the
military authorities in West Java have most treacherously
betrayed the promise made by the Indonesian Govern-
ment that overseas Chinese will no longer be forcibly
cvacuvated. Since the latter part of May, they launched
a second wave of forcible evacuations of cverseas Chincse
cn a large scale and discriminatory activities against the
Chinese. In the course of this forcible evacuation, the
West Java military authorities have repeatedly resorted
to such barbarous measures as arrests, summonses,
threats of the use of force by troops and police
and sealing of hcuses to encroach upon the freedom of
person and property of overseas Chinese. These anti-
Chinese [orces in Indonesia have even raised the cry that
they would not hesitate to ‘create bloody incidents’ to
cvacuale overseas Chinese by force. Now, these forces
in Indonesia which are hostile to China-Indonesia friend-
ship have begun their bloody persecutions.”

Commentator went on to point out: “The Chinese
pecple deeply understand that the Indonesian people are
their friends and that between the Indonesians and the
overseas Chinese there exist feelings as close as those
between brothers. The criminals who murdered overseas
Chinese are a mere handful of reactionaries. They are
spurned by the Indonesian people who cherish friend-
ship between China and Indonesia. It is the commen
demand of the Chinese and Indogesian peoples that these
murders of overseas Chinese and intensified anti-Chinese
activities by certain influential Indonesian circles be
stcpped immediately. The Indonesian Government has
the obligation to mete out severe punishment to the
murderers, compensate the families of the victims, im-
mediately release the arrested overscas Chinese, halt the
forcible evacuation and take effective measures to end at
once the anti-Chinese activities which poison friendly
relations between China and Indonesia.”

Women Shot in Cold Blood

The Tjimahi incident gives a measure of the brutality
used against the overseas Chinese by the reactionaries in
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Indonesia. At 5 am. on July 3, the West Java mililary
autherities sent scores of =oldiers and police to force all
overseas Chinese in Tjimahi to evacuate. These Chinese
have been living in the place for generations. The mili-
tary authcrities cut off all traffic and surrounded the area
with sentries. To force the cverseas Chinese to evacuate,
soldiers and police opened fire on defenceless Chinese
women, Yang Mu-mei was killed on the spot by a bullet.
She was already four months with child. Yeh Chin-niang
was hit by seven bullets. As she lay on the ground, she
cried cut for help. But the armed brutes around her
threatcned to shoot anyone who dared to go to her aid.
Hall an hour clapsed before she was allowed to be taken
to hospital. By then it was toc late. She died on the way.
In the meantime. iwo other overseas Chinese were
wounded and several others arrested.

To cover up the crime, local Indonesian armymen and
police took away Yang Mu-mei's body by force and
washed away the spilt brain and blood on the ground.
Later, a second batch of armymen and police arrived on
the spot. As those who had done the killing withdrew to
Bardung, they brazenly declared that it would have made
no diflference even if they had killed more overseas Chi-
nese. In the afternoon, the local military authorities again
dispatched armed personnel in three tanks to Tjimahi, to
creale an almosphere of terror and to intimidate and
overawe the overseas Chinese there.

Forcible Evacuation

These murders came in the wake of a lengthening
series of atrocities. In carrying out the forcible evacua-
tion of overseas Chinese in Madjalaja, Padalarang,
Udjungberung, Tjilamaja, Lawang and many other places,
the West Java military authorities, at the instigation of
certain  influential Indonesian circles, have frequently
rescrted to such measures as beating up overseas Chinese,
firing shots to intimidate them, cutting off water and
electricity supplies, sealing up their houses, forcibly oc-
cupying the buildings of overseas Chinese organizations
and cther forms of violence.

The July 3 Tjimahi incident was an act of cold-
blooded murder that warrants the severest condemnation.
The two victims, Yang Mu-mei and Yeh Chin-niang, left
behind them eight and ten children respectively. Mes-
sages of condolence were sent to their families by overseas
Chinese organizations in Djakarta and other cities in In-
denesia, and by the Cecmmission for Overseas Chinese
Affairs and the All-China Federation of Returned
Overseas Chinese in Peking. From Bandung, Bandjar,
Sumedang, Lembang, Tjiamis and other surrounding
areas, thousands of overseas Chinese went to Tjimahi to
mourn the death of their compatriots and express their
sympathy tc the bereaved families.

Returned overseas Chinese in Peking, Shanghai,
Tientsin, Foochow, Nanning, Kunming and other cities
throughout the country have held meetings to condemn
and protest against these atrocities. All have called on
the Indonesian Government, for the sake of friendly. rela-
tions between the two countries, to guarantee that no
more forcible evacuations will recur and comply with
the just demands put forward by Ambassador Huang
Chen in relation to this incident.



At a meeting in Tientsin, Lin Hsiu-lan, daughter of
the deceased Yeh Chin-niang, bitterly indicted the West
Java military authorities for the murder of her mother,
Now studying at Tientisin University, she received the
news of the death of her mother and her grand-aunt
Yang, Mu-mei just as she and workers and technicians
at the Tientsin Tractor Plant were happily working
together on innovations proposed for an automatic pro-
duction line. It was a tragic blow. The sheer brutality
of the act that deprived her of her mother caused a deep
revulsion of feeling among her workmates. At a meeting
attended by 3,000 students, including over 1,000 returned
overseas Chinese, Lin Hsiu-lan passionately declared:
“Before all the peace-loving people of the world, I charge
the West Java military authorities, instigated and sup-
ported by influential Indonesian circles, with the bloody
crime of killing my mother and grand-aunt. Both of them
were law-abiding overseas Chinese. Like most other
overseas Chinese in Tjimahi, they worked hard to earn a
living. Most of these overseas Chinese have been living in
Indonesia for several generations. They have helped to
build up Indonesia economically, and they fought together
with the Indonesian people against the Dutch colonialists
and Japanese militarists. But now, they are persecuted by
these influential Indonesian groups who do not even stop
at killing our kinsmen.”

At a recent meeting at which the Committee of the
People’s Republic of China for the Reception and Settle-
ment of Returned Overseas Chinese reviewed the work
done in the first half of this year, deep concern was ex-
pressed in connection with the intensified anti-Chinese
activities in Indonesia. The meeting bitterly denounced
the perpetrators of the Tjimahi murders and supported
the demands made by Ambassador Huang Chen. The
meeting at the same time drew attention to the fact that
the anti-Chinese activities launched by the influential
Indonesian groups shamefully failed of their aim. These
groups tried in vain by these activities to stir up
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chauvinistic sentiments, divert the Indonesian pcople’s at-
tention from their struggle for naticnal independence and
democratic rights and deal a blow to the democratic and
progressive forces in Indonesia, hoping thercby to curry
favour with the United States and pave the way for a
military dictatorship. But the results were not what they
intended. The ban they have placed on the economic
activities of the overseas Chinese, which are beneficial
to the local economy, has resulted in a deepening of
economic difficulties in Indonesia. As far as the Chinese
people are concerned, the meeting pointed out, these anti-
Chinese activities will not in the least harm the great
People’s Republic of China; the friendship beiween the
Chinese and Indonesian peoples will grow further, and
the great unity among all patriotic overseas Chinese will
be further expanded and consolidated. Overseas Chinese
who have returned in large numbers are reinforcements
in China’s socialist construction. The meeting took note of
the fact that though these influential Indonesian groups
have ignominiously failed to achieve their purpose, it is
not to be expected that they will call a halt. At present,
they are still carrying on with their empty talk of friend-
ship while continuing their anti-Chinese activities, even
to the point of bloodshed.

The plight of the overseas Chinese is receiving the
closest attention of the Chines: Government. All those
who are suffering persecution, are homeless or have lost
their means of livelihood will be assured of as warm a
welcome home to their motherland as the more than
40,000 who returned in the first five months of this year
have received. It is clear that justice demands that the
Indonesian Government should bear the responsibility
of sending back to China all those overseas Chinese who
are forcibly evacuated, who have lost their means of liveli-
hood and who wish to return to their own motherland.
And an immediate halt must be put to the criminal per-
secution of the overseas Chinese in Indonesia!

Cuban People Fight Back

by SU MIN

O N June 29, the Cuban Revolutionary Government or-
dered the take-over of the installations of the U.S.
Texas Oil Company in Cuba. This was one of a series
of powerful counter-moves by Cuba to rebuff the cur-
rent all-out U.S. attacks against it. In quick succession,
the Cuban Government took over the properties of
U.S. Esso Oil and British-Dutch Shell and on July 6 adopted
a decree authorizing the Cuban President and Premier to
nationalize U.S. properties through expropriation when
such action was deemed conducive to the defence of na-
tional interests.

To strangle the Cuban revolution, the U.S. imperialists
have declared open economic war on Cuba and are launch-
ing a two-pronged attack to undermine its economy. In
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collusion with the U.S. State Department, the U.S. oil com-
panies which together with British-Dutch Shell monopo-
lized petroleum production in Cuba stopped crude oil sup-
plies to that country and refused to refine crude oil sup-
plied it by the Soviet Union. This was a clear effort to
cut off fuel production and thereby disrupt the Cuban
economy. No sooner had the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and Senate completed in indecent haste the legisla-
tive procedure “authorizing” the U.S. President to reduce
the import quota on Cuban sugar than Eisenhower im-
mediately announced the reduction of 700,000 tons of
Cuban sugar imports for the remaining months of 1960.
The meaning and purpose of this act is only too clear — to
browbeat the Cuban people with the economic “big stick.”
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Washington has, of course, never for a
moment relaxed its intrigues against the
Cuban revolution, nor has it tried to con-
ceal its hostility towards it. Ever since the
founding of the Cuban Revolutionary Gov-
ernment following the overthrow of the
U.S.-backed dictator Batista in January
1959, the U.S. Government has tried to
subvert it from within and without. Crude
press vilification and diplomatic pressure,
support for reactionary Cuban forces, re-
peated bombings of Cuban territory by U.S.
planes and threats and actual use of eco-
nomic pressure along with preparation for
armed invasion of Cuba have gone on for
months without end and are too numerous
to recount. But, of late, as the Cuban rev-
olution deepens in content and develops in
scope; as it moves on to eliminate U.S. dom-
ination; as it increasingly wins the ad-
miration of and points the way for all Latin
American peoples, U.S. aggressions against
Cuba have become more and more open and
more and more frenzied.

U.S. Intervention—More and Frantic

The threatening U.S. note of June 4 to the Cuban
Foreign Ministry signalled this intensified attack. By false-
ly charging Cuba with a “campaign of slander” and other
trumped-up “crimes” against the United States, it
heralded a renewed outburst of hysteria against Cuba in
the US. press to condition the American public to
further U.S. aggression. In the Congress, representatives
and senators vied with each other in demanding a break
in diplomatic relations with Cuba, in the invocation of the
“Monroe Doctrine,” and even blockade and armed oc-
cupation of Cuba. Former U.S. ambassador to Cuba Earl
Smith urged armed intervention against Cuba by the dis-
patch of O.A.S. troops to “supervise a free election.”

The United States has simultaneously intensified its
subversive activities against Cuba. Recently, a so-called
“revolutionary front” was organized under Washington’s
acgis by Cuban counter-revolutionaries in Miami, Florida,
long an anti-Cuban centre in the United States. The U.S.
imperialists are actively arming and training Cuban war
criminals and mercenaries in preparation for armed in-
vasion. Inside Cuba, the United States is employing the
most brazen cloak and dagger methods in its efforts to
overthrow the Cuban Government. Not long ago, two staff
members of the U.S. embassy in Havana were caught red-
handed by the Cuban authorities holding a conspiratorial
meeting with a band of Cuban counter-revolutionaries. And
on June 26, a big blast in an ammunition dump of the re-
volutionary armed forces in Havana was another shocking
crime committed by the United States in the wake of the
S.S. Le Coubre explosion in Havana Harbour which sought
to deprive the Cuban people of arms to defend themselves,

Meanwhile indications mount that the United States
intends to use its Guantanamo naval base in Cuba as a
bridgehead for armed attack against the Cuban people.
As US. reinforcements and weapons for ground forces
poured in to the naval base, the U.S. embassy in Havana

July 12, 1960

Defend Cuba! Defend the Revolution!
Woodcut by a collective of the Central Institute of Fine Arts

secretly printed notices intended to be posted as warnings
to safeguard U.S. properties in the event of war.

Washington is at the same time supplementing its
political, economic and military moves with diplomatic
manoeuvres. On June 27, the U.S. State Department
brought “charges” against Cuba in the “Inter-American
Peace Commission” of the U.S.-controlled Organization of
American States. With the U.S. bourgeois press in full
cry for “invoking the Caracas Resolution against the Castro
regime,” it is obvious that the United States is once again,
as when it engineered the armed overthrow of the Arbenz
government in Guatemala in 1954, scheming intervention
by using the O.A.S. as its tool for naked aggression.

Heroic Cuba Stands Firm

The heroic Cuban people are far from being cowed by
these bare-faced threats and plots. Having taken their
destiny into their own hands they do not entertain illu-
sions about the “colossus of the North.” They are de-
fending their revolution by developing it further. As the
latest Cuban moves indicate, they are responding to each
and every aggressive step of U.S. imperialism with still
more resolute struggle. They have displayed revolu-
tionary heroism in countering the threats and armed inter-
vention of U.S. imperialism. In the face of divisive
U.S. attempts to split the revolutionary movement by means
of the thread-bare anti-communist bugaboo and collusion
with Cuban reactionaries, the Cuban people are strengthen-
ing their unity and consolidating and broadening their
revolutionary united front. “Fatherland or death” has be-
come the rallying cry of the embattled Cuban people.
Workers and peasants’ militia are ready at all times to
defend every inch of their homeland.

The current frenzied attack against Cuba by U.S. im-
perialism is not a manifestation of strength, but rather of
weakness. It testifies to the fear and desperation of U.S.
imperialism confronted by the heroic struggle of the Cuban
people. In the course of their triumphant struggle against
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.tens of thousands of small industrial units.

the U.S. puppet Batista and in the defence of the revolu-
tion, the Cuban people have learnt from experience not
only to perceive the aggressive nature of U.S. imperialism
but also to discern its true dimensions as a paper tiger.

In receiving Latin American friends in Chengchow on
May 8 this year, Chairman Mao Tse-tung said that the peo-
ple are the decisive factor, and that reliance on the unity
and struggle of the pcople is bound to bring the defeat of
imperialism and its lackeys. It was precisely by relying on
their unity and struggle that the Cuban people were able
to defeat the Batista dictatorial regime armed to the teeth
by the United States and smash the countless schemes of
sabotage and subversion of U.S. imperialism and its lackeys.
Faced with new threats of U.S. armed intervention, the
Cuban people will no doubt further consolidate their unity

and defeat the enemy by waging still more resolute strug-
gle.

Industry

Answering the latest U.S. imperialist threats against
Cuba, Premier Castro declared in Havana on July 6 that
the Cuban people would never bow to the United States.
The Cuban people, he said, are infinitely stronger than
the arrogant oligarchy that rules the United States and
U.S. efforts to smash the Cuban revolution can only
strengthen and make it firmer. The Chinese people great-
ly admire the Cuban people for their fearless display of
contempt for U.S. imperialism. They will support the
Cuban people in all their struggles against this vicious
encmy of the world’s peoples.

Never has the international situation been so favoura-
ble to the Cuban people’s fight to safeguard their national
sovereignty and independence, never has Cuba’s future
been so promising and bright. The latest U.S. imperialist
scheme, like those that went bankrupt before, will fail and
the Cuban revolution will advance from victory to victory.

Small and Medium Enterprises Play Big Role

by CHU CHI-LIN

The myriads of small and medium-sized industrial
enterprises that mushroomed over the past two years
and more have contributed significantly to China’s
economic development by accelerating the process of
industrialization; effecting a more rational geographical
distribution of industry; giving effective support to
agriculture; and training large numbers of administrative
personnel and skilled workers. In this way they
powerfully supplement the big modern industrial
enterprises, which are also being energetically developed.

HESE first months of 1960 have witnessed the set-
ting up of small modern and indigenous-style in-
dustrial enterprises by local authorities on a massive
scale. Up to the end of April, more than 7.000 such en-
terprises had been commissioned throughout the country.
In addition, the rural and urban people’s communes built
Together
with those that came into being earlier, these local in-
dustrial concerns have played no small role in the
current high-speed growth of China’s national economy.

A little more than two years ago, rural China pre-
sented a typical pastoral scene. There were rich fields,
lush pastures, some cottage workshops and mills, but
hardly a smoke-belching chimney denoting modern in-
dustry. Since 1958, however, innumerable small and
medium-sized industrial enterprises have sprung up
bringing changes to the rural scene as swift and all em-
bracing as those of another kind celebrated by an ancient
Chineses poet:

As sudden as a night of spring breeze,

Pear blossoms bloom on a thousaend trees.

It all began in 1958 and became a nationwide cam-
paign when the broad masses of people, answering the
call of the Communist Party, cast aside notions on the
impenetrable mysteries of industry and plunged into a
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colossal drive for iron and steel. Tens of millions of
peasants made history by going in for industry in a big
way. First they set up numerous indigenous-style fur-
naces and then developed them into small modern and
semi-modern enterprises. There are today numerous
such iron and steel works spread throughout the
country.

In the wake of the great drive for iron and steel, a
large number of other heavy and light industrial plants
—small and medium-sized coal mines, power stations,
synthetic oil plants, cement works, engineering works,
construction materials plants and chemical and light
industrial plants — also came into being.

Accelerating Industrialization

It 1s obvious that a man can walk or run quickly only
on two legs. With a single leg or one-and-a-half, he can,
at best, hop or limp along, and soon becomes exhausted.
In China, the big modern plants, the sinews of socialist
industrialization, serve as one leg; the small and medium-
sized concerns provide the other that enables the economy
to make the big leap forward continuous. The experience
of the past two years and more has amply demonstrated
the vitality of the smaller local enterprises.

China’s industry bounded ahead in 1958 and 1959 at
a speed that astonished many observers. Gross industrial
output in those two years shot up by 66.2 per cent and
39.3 per cent respectively. By 1959, it was 131.5 per cent
higher than 1957, showing the phenomenal average an-
nual rate of increase of 52.2 per cent. One of the most
important factors making this tremendous leap possible
was the small and medium-sized enterprises which, being
relatively easy to build and operate, made their weight
felt, as the Chinese saying has it, as rapidly as “a pole
casting a shadow as soon as it is placed in the sun.”

Last year, the newly built local small and medium-
sized blast furnaces produced considerably more pig iron
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than the entire country had in 1957. They accounted for
more than half the total output of 20.5 million tons in 1959.
The small and medium-sized converters made more than
one-third of the country’s steel. About half the iron ore
and more than three-quarters of the nation’s coke came
from the newly built small and medium-sized iron mines
and coke ovens. The small and medium-sized coal mines
accounted for 40 per cent of the overall national coal pro-
duction last year —an amount exceeding the total output
of 1957. Small cement works produced one-seventh of
the cement last year, roughly equivalent to one-third the
total output of 1957. With the small and medium-sized
enterprises forging ahead along with the big ones, it is
small wonder that, in 1959, China’s output of such major
industrial products as steel, pig iron, coal and cement reg-
istered increases ranging from 29 to 115 per cent over
the preceding year.

As the existing small and medium-sized enterprises
improve their techniques and more such enterprises come
into being, they will continue to play a significant role
in 1960 towards fulfilling this year's state economic plan
to raise the nation’s pig iron and steel production by 34
per cent and 38 per cent respectively compared with 1959
and the gross industrial output value by 29 per cent.

Dispersal of Industry

New small and medium-sized plants are largely lo-
cated in areas where little or no industry existed before.
As late as 1958, China’s major iron and steel works were
concentrated in 11 provinces and municipalities. With
the establishment of small and medium-sized iron
and steel enterprises, however, virtually all provinces,
municipalities and autonomous regions now have one or
more iron and steel works. The small coal mines devel-
oped in the past two years are mostly located in the
southern provinces, which were previously believed to lack
coal deposits. A number of provinces and autonomous
regions where oil had never before been produced. today,
all have their own small synthetic oil plants. The small
machine-building, chemical and light industrial plants grew
at an even greater pace. Virtually all 1,700 counties of
China now have such plants.

The simultaneous progress of small and medium-
sized industry and large-scale modern industry adds up
to a most encouraging picture: the shaping up of a na-
tionwide industrial network centring round ferrous me-
tallurgy and machine-building. Moreover, a foundation
has been laid for the further growth of indigenous in-
dustry which utilizes scattered resources more economi-
cally and rationally and helps meet the expanding local
and national need for increasing assortment in both pro-
ducer and consumer goods.

As the overwhelming majority of the small and me-
dium-sized industrial plants are in the countryside and
smaller towns, they are in an advantageous position to
give effective support to agriculture. In fact, most of
them were built for the specific purpose of giving direct
aid to agricultural production. Last year, apart from
large quantities of pig iron delivered to key steel-making
enterprises, the small and medium-sized iron and steel
plants supplied millions of tons of pig iron, steel and
rolled steel directly to other local industrial plants and
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to agriculture. The Fenghuangwo Iron and Steel Works,
a small integrated enterprisec in Macheng County, Hupeh
Province. serves as an example. Tre sieel and rolled steel
it produced last year was used to make 800 sowers, ve-
neer saws and indigenous-style lathes, as well as kitchen
utensils and other household metal goods. It supplied
the metal parts for 30,000 carts and 700.000 farm imple-
ments. It helped to establish a telecommunications ap-
pliance plant, which is now producing telephone exchanges
ahd electric motors. It also produced all the rolled steel
that went to the building of a local 20,000-spindle tex-
tile mill.

The tens of thousands of small agricultural machin-
ery plants have become an important element in the
manufacture and repair of new-type and traditional farm
implements helping to raise labour productivity. All 20
people’s communes in Hsinting County, Shansi Province,
for example, have established farm machinery plants.
They produced a total of 27.000 pieces of farm machinery
and tools in 1959, raising efficiency many fold. In the
building of water conservancy projects alone, it is esti-
mated that the employment of new machinery and tools
saved the labour of 53,000 able-bodied peasants—40 per
cent of all in the county. The small chemical and che-
mical fertilizer plants established in Honan Province
turned out large quantities of fertilizers and, by produc-
ing sufficient rubber pipes to keep the irrigating ma-
chines working dayv and night, played a particularly
significant part in the fight against serious drought.

With the establishment of people’s communes through-
out the countryside. more and more tractors, irrigating
machinery and motor vehicles were empnloved with the
rasult that the demand for liquid fuels soared. The bet-
ter part of the crude oil produced by small svnthetic oil
plants went to meet this need.

Commune-run industry is also a Lig income booster.
Last year, with gross output values 70 per cent and about
400 per cent respectively more than 1958, the rural and
urban people’s communes brought added income to their
members and enabled administration to set aside consider-
able amounts as public funds for expanding productian
and collective welfare. Tt is expected that the gross out-
put values of rural and urban commune-run industrv will
register fresh increases of 50 per cent and 100 per cent
respectively in 1960.

School for Skilled Workers

The recently founded small and medium-sized indus-
trial plants are veritable schools for administrative per-
sonnel and skilled workers. No fewer than one million
peasants turned iron and steel workers in 1959. Half of
them have already become skilled. The coal mines,
chemical and synthetic oil plants, cement works, etc. have
also trained large numbers of administrative and skilled
personnel. .

The erstwhile peasants demonstrated amazing tech-
nical ingenuity and the small enterprises were able to
solve their problems of production technique in an
astonishingly short time. The small blast furnaces are an
example. A complete set of techniques for iron smelting
by small blast furnaces was evolved in 1959. By the be-
ginning of that year, the average coefficient of utilization
(output of pig iron per cubic metre of available volume
per 24 hours) of the small blast furnaces was 0.6 ton. It
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shot up to one ton by the year’s end. The proportion ot
up-to-standard pig iron more than doubled during the
same period. The efficiency of converter steel making
also rose rapidly. While the average coefficient of utiliza-
tion of the small converters (output of steel per ton capac-
ity of converter per 24 hours) was less than 10 tons at
the beginning of the year, it was more than 14 tons in
many provinces by December. The small chemical plants
successfully manufactured such basic products as sul-
phuric, nitric and hydrochloric acids, soda ash and caustic
soda as well as synthetic ammonia and organic synthetic
products that are technically more complex.

Moreover, as equipment for the smaller enterprises
is relatively restricted in size and easy to make, they are
in a very favourable position to experiment with new tech-
niques. A number of China’s big blast furnaces success-
fully raised their coefficient of utilization to two tons and
more—an advanced level rarely attained anywhere in the
world. But hundreds of the small blast furnaces achieved
monthly average utilization coefficients exceeding two or
even three tons, covering in a single year the distance tra-
versed by big blast furnaces in three. In February, the
average utilization coefficient of all small blast furnaces
in Anhwei Province reached 1.695, surpassing the national
average for all big blast furnaces. These amazing records
were made because workers and staff members of the small
enterprises dared to break through the shackles of techni-
cal convention and outmoded regulations. Their experi-
ences are not only applicable in small enterprises but are

Report from Shanghai

of great value to the major ones as well. By the introduc-
tion of new techniques that greatly cut smelting time and
improve quality, small converters in Tsingtao succeeded
in raising their coefficient of utilization to 34 tons. The
Ministry of Metallurgical Industry has decided to popu-
larize this experience among the country’s big converters.
The small enterprises are in fact acting as pilots of a kind
to the big modern enterprises in the technical innovations
campaign.

More small and medium-sized industrial projects are
being set up. The work is going ahead in a still better
planned way and at an accelerated pace. In Shansi Prov-
ince in the North, for example, a large number of small
converters and indigenous-style rolling mills are being
built. These are to be combined with the small coal mines
and iron-smelting plants to form integrated iron and steel
works. As a greater part of China has iron ore and coal
resources, it is expected that each special administrative
region will have its own small modern integrated iron
and steel works. The counties and people’s communes are
also vigorously building small iron and steel plants.
Around them, small chemical, synthetic oil, machine-build-
ing, power-generating, non-ferrous metallurgical and farm
products processing plants are being energetically devel-
oped.

In the meantime, the existing small and medium-sized
industrial units are constantly improving their technique
and triumphantly advancing to new heights of production
in 1960.

Technical Revolution®in. a Generator Plant

by LIN KUO-HSU

THOUSANDS of people have visited the Shanghai
Generator Plant in the past few months to see for
themselves the momentous changes brought about by the
mass technical innovations and technical revolution move-
ment there. In less than two months, technical innova-
tions transformed all 70 types of work at the plant.
Sledge hammers and chisels were discarded by one work-
shop one day; on the next, another shop retired wooden
work benches for winding coil by hand; manual opera-
tions which used to constitute about half the work were

virtually eliminated; whole production lines went auto-
matic. . ..

This amazing speed of change came from working-
class ingenuity in the drive to speed socialist construction.

During workshop discussions of the plant’s production
plan, the workers, conscious of the sweeping develop-
ments on the economic front as a whole and the key
importance of the power industry in providing energy

for that development, determined to give a boost to their -

efforts. They promptly put forward a leap forward plan
with higher targets than called for by the state plan. It
was this will to leap ahead that was the driving force
behind the ensuing technical revolution. It swept through
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the plant like a hurricane blowing out old ideas, sweeping
out mental cobwebs.

The Spark

It began with a debate in the shearing and punching
shop around a simple device contrived by a veteran
worker named Kuan Chin-sheng. Kuan tended a shear-
ing machine while an apprentice stacked up the shorn
silicon steel sheets that fell haphazardly from the machine.
Output was low. “Couldn’t something be devised that
would automatically stock the jobs and save manpower?”
Kuan asked himself. He found a steel plate, several iron
rods and old rollers and rigged up a device to catch and
automatically stock the sheets. It werked. He and the
apprentice began to work the machine in two shifts by
turns. Output doubled.

The device was a crude affair and at first nobody
paid particular attention to it. But the Communist Party
branch called the entire shop to an on-the-spot conference
right by the shearing machine. A debate ensued.

“Some said that automatic operation cannot be
introduced in our shop. Waell, isn't this automatic?”

“I'll be darned if it is! It's just a crude beat-up
frame!” Someone disagreed.
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“It’s the result that counts!
Isn’t it a hard fact that one
man does the work of two this
way? What is that if it isn't
automatic operation?”

“If that’s automatic opera-
tion, then anybody can do it!”?

This was precisely the
point: there could be different
types of automatic operations
ranging from the simplest to
the most complex; so long as
it helped production and
saved labour it was worth
striving for.

With the disposal of the
mystique surrounding techni-
cal innovations, the workers
began to think up all sorts of
mechanical and automatic
devices.

Indigenous Method Proves Its Worth

Work in the plating section was backbreaking toil
with heavy sledge hammers. When word got around
that the workshop technicians had drawn up a design for
a punch press that would end heavy manual work, the
workers were overjoyed. But it turned out that the
machine would be a monster needing a dozen tons of steel.
It had three strikes against it: need for material not im-
mediately available, bulky size in an already crowded
workshop and it would take a long time to make.

The scheme was rejected by the workers as contrary
to the spirit of getting greater, faster, better and more
economical results. Instead, they decided to make for
themselves by indigenous methods an edge trimming
machine which would do the same job. At a “three-in-
one” conference attended by leading cadres, technical
personnel and workers, the idea matured through a free
exchange of views. The new trimming machine was
made in a few days. Tt did away with manual work and
raised efficiency sixfold. It was further improved on 31
occasions and turned into a‘semi-autematic machine more
serviceable than the big punch press originally envisaged.

There were zigzags in the course of the technical
revolution. Not all accepted the new things with equal
enthusiasm. Cooling fins cut on a special punch press
fell from it in a random way at tremendous speed: three
unskilled workers were employed to stack them. Tang
Tao-ming, a young worker, made a device that stacked
the fins and freed the three workers. It wasn't quite
perfected however, and as_a result there were a few re-
jects at times. Tang used the device during his shift but
the workers on the next shift distrusted it and used to
remove it. Encouraged by the Party branch, however,
Tang and his colleagues proceeded to perfect the device.
Finally it worked so well that the doubters began to use
it and themselves set about making new labour-saving
devices.

July 12, 1960

A Red Banner Workshop

Woodcut by Yuan Shuang-yin

With the ideological cobwebs brushed out of the way,
the technical revolution roared ahead in the shearing and
punching shop. Every work process and machine tool
was affected. Within a single week, most of the manual
work in the shop was mechanized; some of the processes
were made automatic either in whole or in part. Produc-
tive capacity doubled.

This success stirred the coil winding shop — the least
mechanized in the plant. Sixty per cent of the workers
here were women. They were handicapped by relative
lack of skill and family duties. Some doubted whether
they could play any part in the technical revolution at
all. But was this really the case? The shop’s Party
branch called on the workers to debate it. But the debate
proved to be unnecessary. Facts were more eloquent.
Chu Shu-teh was a mother of five children and illiterate.
In the past, she had the dubious reputation of being one
of the slackest workers in the shop. But she became a
different person in the technical revolution. She put for-
ward two proposals to improve production techniques and
they were effective. That convinced people that, given
the drive, what the shearing and punching shop had ac-
complished could be done in the coil winding shop too
and that women wouldn’t long lag behind the men in
technical matters. As to favourable conditions, para-
doxically, the shop’s poor equipment was a powerful spur
for change and progress. Its workers undertook to over-
take the shearing and punching shop in two weeks.

With the help of their worker-husbands from other
factories, the women set to designing and making new
machines. Their determination moved other workshops
in the plant to come to their aid and manufacture the
machine parts they needed on priority schedules. In less
than a week, a score of new machines were commissioned.
Throwing their old work benches into the courtyard, the
women took charge of machines they themselves had
helped make. They greatly raised the level of mechaniza-
tion of their shop. In the winding section which had the
largest proportion of women workers, the amount of
manual work declined sharply. The most backward had

15



become the most advanced. Coil output rosc so rapidly
that the workshop was no longer a weak link but a pace
setter in the plant challenging the other shops.

Communist Spirit and Automatic Production Line

Meantime, workers in the cold working shop were
designing an automatic line to process cooling tubes. This
job used to involve much manual work. The tubes were
carried around by hand and cleaned by hand too in
gasoline.

From the start, sights were set high: they planned
to turn all seven work processes in the shop to automatie
operation. One by one, the difficulties were surmounted.
Then, they came up against a tough problem: a mechanism
for the proper ejection and stacking of the processed
tubes. It was at the shop’s “three-in-one” conference
while the more skilled workers and staff members were
racking their brains for a solution that two young appren-
tices came up with an idea. Working on the. analogy of
a device measuring out rice in a rice shop which they
had seen, they suggested applying the same principle to
solve this problem. In fact, they had already blueprinted
their design, but thinking themselves only “half-baked
technicians” had hesitated to put it forward. Emboldened
by the tremendous sweep of the mass technical revolution
movement, they offered it now and, with proper improve-
ments made to it, it worked.

During the last stages of the shop’s transformation,
an urgent call for help came from workers assembling
the conveyor belt: they had run out of chains. It was
midnight. Chains could not be obtained from the supply
department or the other workshops. Work was held up.
At this point, Yu Hsiang-lin, a worker, rushed limping
in with a chain in his outstretched hand.

“Will this do?” he asked panting.
“Oh sure! Where did you get it?”

“Don't ‘worry about that. See if it fits.”” Almost at
the same time, a bench worker and a welder brought in
two more chains.

Of course. the chains had not come out »f the blue.
The workers had taken them from their bicycles. Yu
Hsiang-lin had bought his roadster because his leg got
hurt. He used to polish it until it shone. Now he was
sacrificing it for the automatic processing line. He was
not the only one who put public well-being above his
own. That three workers hit on the same idea without
“collusion” was a good measure of the spirit of the
workers in the shop.

Before daybreak, the automatic processing line was
ready. It looked rather unorthodox. Nevertheless it was
a “push-button job"; three people were doing a job pre-
viously done by 47. Efficiency shot up 72-fold.

From “Beat Up Frame” to Pnsierﬁtton' Work

" The workers in the shearing and punching shop who
had led off in the technical revolution in the plant now
found themselves lagging behind their workmates in the
coil winding and cold working shops. So, in the spirit
of uninterrupted revolution, they plunged into a new
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effort: to link up the improved individual machines into
processing lines. In three days and nights of concen-
trated work, they completed ten such lines, one of which
pushed up ouiput by 150 per cent. Virtually all work
processes in the workshop were mechanized and many
workers were freed for transfer to other jobs urgently
awaiting them.

Only two months ago, pcople ‘were hotly debating
Kuan Chin-sheng’s “crude beat up frame.” Now, “push-
button” production had been practically achieved. With-
out the start given by Kuan's initiative, this transforma-
tion could hardly have been achieved in so short a time.
From the indigenous to the modern, from the primitive
to the advanced, such was the logic of development of
the technical revolution.

Under the impetus of this technical revolution in the
auxiliary shops, the tide of innovation rose too in the
main production shops, including the big generator and
transformer shops that were pretty well equipped from
the start. In three short days workers in the former
solved 50 major technical problems that stood in the way
of increased production. Without the help of the big
vertical lathe and planer they had asked for, they suc-
ceeded in doubling output. In the latter shop the workers
set up three processing lines in a single night.

The technical revolution spread rapidly to every part
of the plant. You had to be tough to tackle the back-
bending work in the foundry; now the workers there are
operating automatic transport, mould-making and clean-
ing machines they themseclves have devised. The cooks
in the plant's canteen have made new rice-washing and
vegetable slicing machines. . Even the doorman is
working on a gadget that will sell newspapers and stamps
— his “side occupations’” — automatically.

The workers did not suddenly become clever, nor was
this the first time that they had tried their hands at tech-
nical innovations. But in the past, their initiative was
braked by a certain awe of the difficulties of modern
techniques; their efforts were dispersed, being concen-
trated on various unrelated problems. Once their minds
were emancipated and they saw there was nothing
mysterious in automation and the technical revolution
provided a clear concentrated purpose — full and partial
mechanization and automation to keep up the big leap
and speed socialist industrialization — their efforts be-
came doubly effective. It was like focussing sunlight
through a lens to produce a concentrated ray of intense
heat.

Mutual Aid and Scientific Research

One element of that “lens” was mutual aid. When-
ever anyone ran up against a difficulty in solving a tech-
nical problem, generous aid from others was quickly
available. When the women workers joined to mechanize
the coil winding shop, workers in all the other shops put
forward the slogan “Green light for the coil winding
shop!” and gave top priority to the processing of parts it
needed. - A ‘“task force” composed of the plant's most
skilful hands and led by the trade union chairman came
to help the women workers make their new machines.
When workers in the shearing and punching shop were
working on their new processing lines, their workmates
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in the tools shop rushed through some 35,000 parts for
them in a few days.

Helping others has become the greatest pleasure to
generator plant workers. They have learnt to consider
other people’s job as their own, since everybody is work-
ing towards a common goal — the building of socialism.

The general technical level of the workers has risen
sharply during the course of the technical revolution. At
the same time, they felt a pressing need to increase their
knowledge of modern science and technique still more
so that they could master and improve the machines and

Cultural Revolution in Wanjung

equipment they themselves had created collectively and
map out their plant’s future technical growth. Workers
and technical personnel have jointly organized 70 active
scientific research and study groups.

This impressive development of the creative poten-
tialities of the workers of the Shanghai Generator Plant
is only one example of many in China where the Com-
munist Party, fostering the creative spark among the
workers, is giving imaginative and inspiring leadership
in the movement for technical innovations and technical
revolution to speed the building of socialism.

Phonetic Alphabet—Short Cut to Literacy

by LI HUI -

Weeks ago we reported that the small county of Wan-
jung in Shansi Province, North China, had won nationel
fame in our fast-developing cultural revolution. Wanjung
successfully evolved a quick method of teaching adults to
read and write Chinese. The Jollowing is an account of
Wanjung’s experience. — Ed.

ANJUNG in southern Shansi is situatzd on a loess

plateau 800 metres above sea leval. Its major crops
are cotton, wheat and oil-bearing crops. But develop-
ment of agricultural production here had long been ad-
versely affected by the thick loess, the lack of water
resources and drought which occurred nine out of every
ten years. During the big leap in 1958, the county’s
210,000 people, inspired by the general line for building
socialism and thinking and acting in a daring manner, de-
cided to put an end to drought once for all. They launched
a mass movement to build water conservancy projects,
manufacture chemical fertilizers, insecticides and other
farm chemicals and introduce mechanization by indigenous
methods. The enthusiasm of the people for garnering
bumper harvests was great. But, they were painfully
aware that although, as the saying goes, “Water conserv-
ancy projects and mechanization are good, without cul-
ture nothing can be accomplished.” A commune bought
a gas engine but there was no one to operate it; it built
an indigenous chemical fertilizer plant but could not gat
the required technical personnel. Such being the case,
what could be more natural than a tremendous eager-
ness on the part of the people to raise their level of
science, culture and production technique.

The demand for cullural improvement immediately
posed the new problem —how to go about it. First of
all, the barrier of the Chinese wrilten language was not
an easy one to hurdle. It took time to consolidate pre-
vious gains made in literacy studies. Those who had be-
come literate [learning 1,500 Chinese characters — Ed.]
still did not command a sufficient number of characters to
enable them to read and write freely by themselves. Some
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casily forgot the characters they had learnt and became
illiterate again and the weak-willed became discouraged
and said: “It’s not so casy lo learn the characters. Each
has its own eyes and brows. We study them till mid-
night trying to remember. But overnight they turn their
backs on us and we cannot recognize them any more.”
To tackle this problem, the county Party committee, with
the approval of the higher authorities, decided as an aid
to apply the “Scheme for the Chinese Phonetic Alphabet”
adopted and issued by the National People’s Congress in
February 1958. Experiments were begun on a small scale
in August 1958. Then the method was introduced among
larger sections of people and finally was used in a sweep-
ing campaign to wipe out illiteracy among the young and
middle-aged of the whole county.

Phonetic Alphabet Is Key

A year and more of effort along this line brought
unexpectedly gratifying results to Wanjung.

First was the great spced made possible in climinating
“letter-blindness.” To master the alphabet requires 15 to
20 hours for young people in the countryside and 20 to
30 hours for the middle-aged. Using the phonetic alphabet
to learn characters and practise writing, an average student
needs only some 100 hours to master the required 1,500
characters. Thus the 300 hours previously required by
traditional methods could be cut down by more than half.
At present, the county’s more than 13,200 young and
middle-aged illiterates have all learnt to read and write
and this was accomplished in a matter of two months on
the average. People call the alphabet “the key to open-
ing one’s mind to characlers.”

Secondly, it enables those who have become literate
to continue to raise their level through self-study. This
solves the problem of preventing many from falling back
into illiteracy due to lack of opportunity to use what they
have learnt. Popular rcaders with phonetic annotation
also help enrich the basic factual knowledge of the
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peasants. It is, moreover, a natural way for them to learn
the common speech [the standard pronunciation of the

Chinese language which is quite close to the Peking dialect
— Ed.].

The habit of reading has now become almost universal
in the county of Wanjung. In the Chingku Administra-
tive District of the Wanghsien People’s Commune, every
peasant has read on the average 70 to 80 books. Chair-
man Mao's works are read with the help of the phonetic
alphabet. More than 8,700 peasarits and rural cadres are
currently participating in the county’s campaign to study
Chairman Mao's works.

Since November 1959 to the present, 374,000 books
with phonetic annotation were sold in Wanjung. Some
peasants even progressed to the point of being able to
read those without the phonetics. The books they read
included such full-length novels as Tracks in the Snowy
Forest, Railway Guerrillas, Bitter Herbs, and also trans-
lated works like How the Steel Is Tempered. Towards the
end of last year, there existed at one time in the county a
shortage of books with phonetic annotation. So every
time new volumes arrived, the peasants queued-up to
buy. They also queued up to borrow books from their com-
mune libraries. Such things were unheard of in all of
rural China’s history.

Writing Comes Easier

Writing goes hand in hand with reading. The difficul-
ties formerly encountered in writing were greatly reduced
by the process of spelling out the phonetic word and sub-
stituting it wherever a too difficult character appears. In
this way the thought of the writer is not interrupted, nor
is his language impoverished by a limited grasp of the
written language. Up to the present, peasants in Wan-
jung have written some 1,900,000 ballads, songs and poems.
Many are quite good. Thus not a few rural poets are
emerging. Not long ago, the National Conference on
Cultural Work in the Countryside sent an inspection group
to the county. Some newly literate peasants were invited
by the Vice-Minister of Culture Hsu Kuang-hsiao to write
poems on the subject “Wanjung Is a Lovely Place.” In
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Noon Break: A Familiar Scene Now in the Countryside
Woodcut by Li Hua
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less than four minutes, four turned in their verses. One,
by Li Tai-pai, reads:

Wanjung is a lovely place — with beautiful Ku Hills
its centre. '

In the past wild grass covered the mountain slopes.

Now there is the fragrance of flowers and fruits.

In the past our land was dry.

Now we work our watered fields.

In the past illiterates were many

Now all write poetry and songs.

With the Party’s leadership,

People are for ever happy.

The Wanjung peasants write many other things be-
sides poetry. Leaders of production teams who could not
sign their own names a yecar ago now write out daily
assignments of work for their team members. Even more
moving is the fact that now our peasants can file their
applications to join the Communist Party or the Communist
Youth League in their own handwriting, and in their
own words express their deep devotion to the cause of
communism.

The extensive use of phonetic annotation has greatly
facilitated popularization of the common speech. People
no longer regard it as strange or difficult. Now 50 per
cent of Wanjung’s population can speak the common
speech.

Literacy Spurs Production

Raising the cultural level has had a remarkably posi-
tive effect on production, on people’s political under-
standing, moral outlook, and on social customs and com-
munity spirit. Many new people and new phenomena
have emerged. The case of Cheng Kuan-niu is a striking
one in point. In the past the villagers called him the
“gloomy one.” For three generations, his family worked
as farmhands, and when no job was available, had to
resort to begging. Life has taken a new turn since libera-
tion. From land reform he received land, an ox and a
place to live. Life improved steadily but his political con-
sciousness lagged behind. He even began to toy with
selfish ideas stemming from the well-to-do middle peas-
ants. Recently literate, he read a phonetically annotated
booklet called Liu Chieh-mei* Who Forgot His Origin Has
Turned Back. He began to realize that he, too, was a
man who had forgotten who he was. This feeling dis-
turbed him so much he could not hold back tears of re-
morse. Later, he read another booklet, The Swarthy Lass
Grows Cotton. He linked his newly acquired book learn-
ing with his practical experience in production and cul-
tivated two experimental plots. Last year Wanjung felt
the impact of severe natural calamities, but in spite of
this, Kuan-niu still obtained an exceptionally good har-
vest of cotton and sweet potatoes. People found Kuan-
niu profoundly changed. From one solely concerned with
himself and his family, he became an advanced agri-

*Liu Chieh-mei is a Hupeh peasant whose story—badly
exploited by the landlords before liberation; tending to take
the capitalist road after land reform; and recognizing his own
mistakes as a result of the edueation given him by the Com-
munist Party—was widely publicized in 1957 in the socialist
education campaign.
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cultural worker who heard and heeded the Parly’s words.
Last summer, he himself wrote out his application to join
the Communist Youth League and was accepted. Later
he was appointed a vice-leader of his production team and

is now a probationary member of the Chinese Communist
Party.

The peasant-workers of the local chemical fertilizer
plant in the Sunchi People’s Commune provide another
example. They read many scientific and technical books
and utilized their newly acquired knowledge to manufac-
ture more than ten different kinds of fertilizers. Then
there is Wang San-wa of the multi-purpose food process-
ing works of the same commune. After 13 hard-working
days he succeeded in applying instructions from manuals
he had read to making a wheat cleaning machine. This
machine can clean five tons of wheat a day, 25 times more
efficient than working by hand. In short the benefits of
literacy to production are immediate.

Spare-Time Education Takes a Giant Step

Phonetic annotation also facilitates the teaching of
language in the spare-time primary schools. Language
textbooks for the lower primary schools which had pre-
viously required 80 hours to teach are now completed in

Portrait of a Peasant Woman

30 hours while the quality of teaching is maintained at
levels higher than average standards in the past. An
experiment was conducted in the Sunchi Administrative
District of the Sunchi People’s Commune. Results dem-
onstrated that the students generally mastered 3,400
characters, were able to read the Renmin Ribao and the
provincial paper, as well as write a composition of some
500 words in one hour. This experience in language in-
struction was duplicated in the upper primary schools.
Many other advantages of phonetic annotation can be
cited. No longer encountering difficulty in pronuncia-
tion, the students are able to concentrate their attention
on character strokes and their meaning. They are also
encouraged to cultivate the habit of reading books other
than textbooks.

The experience of Wanjung points up in many ways
the correctness of the Party’s policy on the reform of the
written language. It shows that the phonetic annotation
of characters provides a short cut enabling the masses of
workers and peasants to become well-educated, quickens
the progress of the cultural and technical revolutions.
A reliable support in the educational reform, it opens
new paths to the revolution in the school system, curric-
ulum, and the content and method of teaching.

Chang Chiu-hsiang—Master Cotton-Grower

by WANG SU

THE cotton-growing areas of the northwestern province

of Shensi, ancient centre of Chinese civilization, were
in 1959 hit by the severest drought in decades. In addi-
tion some districts felt the blight of insect invasions and
blinding hailstorms. Despite such unfavourable factors,
about one-fourth of Shensi’s cotton fields produced no
less than 100 jin of ginned cotton per mu and on vast tracts
of land that figure was even doubled. The local peasants
attributed this unusual success first to the guidance of
the Chinese Communist Party, and then to the collective
efforts of the masses and the superior facilities of the
people’s commune system for effectively dealing with such
serious difficulties. Also important were the cultivation
of huge high-yield fields and the popularization of Chiu-
hsiang’s experience.

Chiu-hsiang meaning “autumn fragrance” here refers
to Chang Chiu-hsiang, woman deputy head of the
Shuangwang Management District of the Chengguan
People’s Commune, Weinan County. Her name now long
associated with cotton cultivation is renowned through-
out the country. Since 1955 she has been the leader of
a vanguard group cultivating small experimental cotton
plots producing exceptionally high yields. Their ex-
perience has been widely popularized and emulated in
Shensi.

Interview in Peking

When Chang Chiu-hsiang, a people’s deputy from
Shensi, attended the National People’s Congress three
months ago, I chatted with her briefly one evening in her
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suite at the Qianmen Hotel. There was an atmosphere of
bustle and stir in the suite as she and her associates took
care of various matters. No sooner had our talk started
when a deputy from Szechuan staying at the same hotel
called to ask if she was free to see him and give him
some pointers on cotton cultivation. And before our con-
versation came to an end, she warmly greeted a visitor,
a young man from the Ministry of Textile Industry who
it turned out had been a xiafang cadre (A xiafang cadre
is one sent by government programme to participate in
manual labour in the rural communes or factories for a
period of time.—Ed.) at Chang’s own commune only last
year. Like old and intimate friends they plied each other
with questions about their families and to an onlooker
were eloquent testimony to the sympathetic and close ties
developed between cadres and the people when they join
in manual labour. After the mutual flurry of greetings
he waited to talk to her further when my interview was
over.

Medium height and on the slender side, Chang
Chiu-hsiang radiates high spirits. Were it not for her
graying hair, few would suspect she had already passed
her 50th birthday. Her slightly accented, typical Shensi
pronunciation coupled with frankness and sincerity have

. the effect of making one feel at ease. Some people might

liken her to a good-hearted “auntie” from the country-
side. To thousands of commune members of her own
province she is an industrious, untiring farmer whose
rich store of experience has contributed greatly to cotton
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