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ROUND THE WEEK

For More Iron and Steal

Mining departments throughout the
country are speeding up the technical
transformation of the mines so as to
produce more ores and coal for the
nation’s booming industries. Despite
big increases in output this year, ores
and coal are still lagging behind grow-
ing demands. The mines fully realize
what a big responsibility rests on their
shoulders. In addition to the normal
increases in output under the state's
economic plans, the mass movement
for technical innovations and technical
revolution has considerably raised the
productive capacily of every branch
of industry. This has contributed to
the sharp rise in the demand for raw
materials and fuel. The mines and all
departments concerned are mobilizing
their efforts to meet the mounting
demands for their products so as to
carry further this year's continued
leap forward.

The demand for iron ore is partic-
ularly great. More iron ore means
more iron and steel. Steel is the key
lever of China’s industirial economy.
A big boost in the output of this vital
metal will help the other industrial
branches increase their output too.

As recent experience shows, there
are enormous latent potentialities for
an increase in iron ore output. Honan
Province launched a campaign this
year for the technical transformation
of its mines. Centred on raising the
output of iron ore, it is being carried
out by both modern and indigenous
methods. Within a few months, the
degree of mechanization and semi-
mechanization  rose tremendously.
The results have been abundantly re-
warding. The output of ores from
January to May was three times that
of the same period last vear, while
June saw a further rise in production.
Now the province is tackling the job
of putting all its mines on a technical-
ly modern basis in a planned way,
shifting the emphasis from mine to
mine in turn, but always centring on
increasing the output of iron ore for

the expanding iron and stecl industry.

Other provinces are also doing their
best to increase the supply of iron ore
to the furnaces., In Anhwei Province,
leading cadres have been working at
the mines to help popularize innova-
tions and find ways of boosting pro-
duction. The province scored a notable
success by overfulfilling its half-yearly
quota for iron ore by 24 per cent one
month ahead of schedule.

Chekiang Province reports similar
success. It fulfilled its half-yearly ore
guota 61 days ahead of time; by June
10 it had already produced 64 per cent
of its annual ore quota. These achieve-
ments stem in large part from the
peeled elforts of leading cadres and
the rank and file in mechanizing or
improving operations. In the first five
months of this year, mines in various
parts of the province introduced more
than 10,000 innovations. A quarter of
them were important ones; altogether
they have greatly improved working
conditions and raised production
capacily.

Fertilizers for Autumn Crops

Kiangsu Province is setling the pace
in producing more fertilizer and ac-
cumulating more manure for the
autumn crops. A mass campaign is
now in full swing in all parts of the
province, with the people making
chemical fertilizers by modern and in-
digenous methods, planting green
manure on large iracts of land, making
compost, breeding more pigs for more
manure, and scooping silt from ponds
te enrich the ficlds. Every possible
method is being mobilized to get more
fertilizer and manure to ensure a rich
autumn harvest.

The Eight-Peint Charter for Agri-
culture has played an invaluable role
in helping to raise agricultural pro-
duction. Water and fertilizer are writ-
ten large on the list. A good and
constant supply of water and fertilizer
provided the material basis for the
bumper harvests gathered over the
past few years.



Taking Fertilizer o the Fields

Since liberation, and particularly
since the leap forward year of 1958,
water conservancy works have been
built on a considerable scale in the
countryside. Now the rural communes
are able to divert part of their atten-
tion to making overall plans in regard
to fertilizer. A common saying among
the peasants well illustrates the need:
Whether we have a harvest or not de-
pends on water; whether it’s a rich
or a poor one depends on fertilizer,

This is the background to the meet-
ing recently held by the provincial
Communist Party committee of Kiang-
su to map out overall plans and ecall
on the people in the province to do
their best to get more fertilizer and
manure for the crops.

The answer to the call has been
quick and concrete. The growing of
green manure—for instance—has been
extended to more than 2.28 million
mu, two and a hall times as much as
in the same period last year. At the
same time, vigorous efforts have been
made to produce chemical fertilizers.
Large numbers of factories have been
set up all over the province. Practical-
ly every commune and production
brigade has its own works for making
fertilizers by indigenous methods. By
the end of June, they produced enough
to give an average of ten jin to cach
mu of autumn crops.

An important aspect of the present
drive for more manure in Kiangsu is
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pig breeding. This kills birds
with one stone. More pigs mean more
pork for the people. They also mean
more manure for the crops— good,
rich manure produced right on the
spot.
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Kiangsu has set the pace too in
mapping out a preliminary plan for
producing fertilizers and manure in
the next two years. It is undertaking
this work with the same vigour and
zeal as it did in building water con-
servancy works. Putting the same go
into all its activities, whether in
growing green manure, cultivating
crops, breeding pigs or running rural
factories; it is out to give its autumn
crops an abundant supply of fertilizer
and manure and fulfil the National
Programme for Agricultural Develop-
ment (1956-67) ahead of schedule.

Medical Service for the Communes

Answering the call to give every
aid to agriculture, doctors, nurses,
dieticians and child-care workers are
going out to the rural areas in large
numbers fo place their knowledge at
the service of the peasants, help im-
prove their general health, train med-
ical workers for the communes and
raise the level of rural sanitation and
hygiene as a whole.

Medical work in rural China has
made great strides over the past few
yvears. The establishment and growth

of the rural people’s communes have
put forward new demands. With col-
lective production growing ih scale
and scope, sanitation, hygiene and
welfare undertakings too took on a
new importance and scale. Community
dining-rooms, kindergartens, creches
and other collective welfare undertak-
ings are expanding continuously. How
they are run directly affects the
general health and well-being of the
peasants and agricultural production.
Then there is the battle to get a
tighter grip on diseases impairing the
health of the peasants and finally
cradicate them. These are the tasks
city medical workers have set out to
tackle in co-operation with their rural
cclleagues as their aid to agriculture,
which is the foundation for the growth
of the national economy.

The better to press forward this
clfort, medical organizations in many
citics have established direct contacts
with their counterparts in the country-
side. Twenty-four hospitals and med-
ical instifutions in Hofei, Anhweci
Province, have sent more than 300 ex-
perienced doctors and nurses to 70
rural communes in the area. They
have helped these communes train
more than 500 junior medical workers.
In addition, they have helped set up
two schools and eight short-term train-
ing classes where hundreds of com-
mune members are learning the rudi-
ments of medical science.

Aid from city medical workers also
takes the form of touring clinical
teams. These have proved most ef-
fective. Shantung Province has sent
more than 10,000 such teams to the
front line of agricultural production.
Each has about a dozen medical work-
ers. They are touring the communes
in various parts of the province; they
set up clinical centres in the fields, and
give medical aid and treatment right
on the spot.

Szechuan Province in the southwest
has done an especially good job in
giving medical aid of various kinds to
the rural areas. More than a hundred
thousand medical workers have gone
from its cities to support this drive.
As a result of such unstinting aid,
every commune in the province now
has its own hospital or clinic. This
network of health centres has made
medical service easily available to the
people in the province. Diseases for-
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merly common in the villages, such
as hook-worm and schistosomiasis,
have been brought under control. The
incidence of such infectious diseases
2s malaria has been greatly reduced.
Not a few places are now free of in-
fectious diseases; better health has
helped the commune members to
bring about a steady rise in agricul-
tural production.

Congress of Literary and Art
Workers Continues

The third national congress of
China’s literary and art workers
which opened on July 22 continues its
sessions. After hearing the message of
greetings delivered on behalf of the
Central Committee of the Chinese
Ceommunist Party and the State Coun-
cil by Lu Ting-yi and Chou Yang's
report on “The Road of Socialist
Literature and Art” on the first day
of the congress, delegates later gath-
ered to hear messages of greetings from
the All-China Federation of Trade
Unions, the Communist Youth League
of China, the National Women's Fed-
eration and the General Political
Department of the Chinese People's
Liberation Army. Mao Tun, Chairman
of the Union of Chinese Writers,
delivered the second main report
entitled “Reflect the Era of the So
cialist Leap Forward, Promote the
Leap Forward in the Socialist Era!”
Mao Tun’s report summarized the
brilliant achievements in China’s liter-
ary creative work in the past four years
since the last council meeting of the
Writers’ Union and, like Chou Yang’s,
dealt with key problems of cultural
activity in China today.

The delegates then broke up into
small groups to discuss the speeches
and reports which they had heard.

The discussions have ranged widely
on and around many points—art at
the service of the workers, peasants
eznd scldiers and the cause of socisl-
ism; the policy of letting a hundred
flowers blossom and a hundred schools
of thecught contend; the integration of
revolutionary realism and revolution-
ary romanticism; critical assimilation
of the cultural heritage, etc. Each
group naturally approaches these ques-
tions not only in relation to the arts
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in general but also in relation to its
own particular art.

Delegates have had a very full pro-
gramme: reports and discussions
during the day and in the evenings
film shows, ballets, plays and recitals.
On July 23, they were received by
Chairman Mao Tse-tung, Chairman
Liu Shao-chi and other Communist
Party and government leaders. On the
evening of the same day, they attend-
ed a reception given specially for
them. Premier Chou En-lai and other
leaders were there to welcome them
and joined with them in the enter-
tainments.

Towards the end of the week the

various national organizations of
writers, artists, musicians, theatre
workers. cinema workers, etc. met

separately to discuss their specific
questions.

Worker-Peasant Writers Come
of Age

The more than 2,000 delegates to
the congress include quite a number
of writers who have come to the fore
from among the ranks of the workers
and peasants. They are the talented
products of the mass spare-time
literary activities that have spread in
the past few years to every nook and
corner of the country.

The Communist Party has been
giving the closest attention to the
fostering of mass creative art activi-
ties, training talented men and women
from among the masses, helping them
raise their artistic skill and ideological
level. The Chinese Writers’ Union and
its branches all over the country reg-
ularly organize meetings and forums
for amateur writers, where they can
swap experiences in creative writing.
Professional writers lend a hand
whenever possible, while literary
periodicals give encouragement by
publishing their works in special
columns.

Now many of these worker and
peasant writers have come of age.
Their works are becoming increasingly
popular among the people. Wang Lao-
chiu from Shensi, a member of the
presidium of the present national con-
gress of literary and art workers, is
one of the best-known peasant poets.
His short poem In Praise of Three

Poor-Peasant Households is often re-
cited. It runs:

This co-op was like the secret
“lingchih” fungus.

Its tiny shoots had
sprouted;

Chairman Mao watered it when
the time was right,

It grew mountain-high overnight.

barely

Now in his late sixties, Wang Lao-chiu
is writing verse as well as ever he did.

The works of these worker and
peasant writers are instinct with the
spirit of the times. Themselves work-
ing and living at the roots of life itself,
their works vividly reflect the heroic
images of the people engaged in the
stupendous task of building socialism
in China. Hu Wan-chun, a steelworker
in Shanghai, was semi-illiterate before
liberation; today he is one of the coun-
try's promising voung writers. Since
1958 he has written more than 80
short stories, features and sketches
totalling more than 400,000 words
Two selections of his short stories have
been published and have been warmly
received by readers. The popular film
A Family of Steelworkers is based jn
his scenario, his first attempt in this
field.

Many peasant prose writers enjoy
wide popularity. Liu Yung of Hunan
Province is one. Formerly a shepherd,
Liu became literate only after libera-
tion. He has since written many
short stories and poems. Li Mao-jung
from Yunnan in southwest China is
another well-known writer from
among the peasants. His first novel
Men Long for Happiness and Trees
Yearn for Spring runs to 150,000
words. It tells about the life of
peasants in the multi-national province
of Yunnan and the way they set up
farm co-ops in 1955. Published by the
Writers’ Publishing House, this novel
has sold 50,000 copies since the be-
ginning of the year.

Other well-known worker and
peasant writers include the dock
worker Huang  Sheng-hsiao, the

machine-building worker Fei Li-wen,
the maintenance worker Tang Ke-hsin,
the farmer Wang An-yu. ... These
are only a few of thousands of others
who, fostered and guided by the Com-
munist Party, have grown up and
matured in the past few years to take
their places among the best writers in
the country.



Further Growth of Friendship Between
Chinese and Cuban Peoples

THE friendship between the Chinese and Cuban peoples
grows apace. It is expressed not only in the support
which they give to each other in their struggle against
their common enemy — U.S. imperialism, but also in their
growing mutual assistance and co-operation in the eco-
nomic and cultural fields. The agreements their repre-
sentatives recently signed in Havana mark a further
advance in their friendly relations.

Three Agreements Signed

On July 23, the Governments of Cuba and the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China concluded a trade and payment
agreement, an agreement on scientific and technical co-
operation and an agreement on cultural co-operation.
These agreements will be valid for five years.

Under the trade and payment agreement, China, over
a period of five years, will purchase from Cuba 500,000
metric tons of sugar in each agreement year commencing
from the date this agreement goes into force. Twenty per
cent of the value of the sugar purchased in the first year
will be paid for in transferable pounds sterling while the
remaining 80 per cent as well as the value of goods other
than sugar which may be purchased by China, will be
paid for in goods. In the remaining four years, China will
purchase sugar and other exports from Cuba while Cuba
will purchase goods to an equivalent value from China.

The agreement stipulates that during the period of
validity of this agreement the Government of the Chinese
People’s Republic will, within its possibility, supply the
Cuban Government with equipment or complete sets of
equipment required by Cuba on long-term credit. The
specific items of equipment and the total amount of credit
will be negotiated and agreed upon subsequently between
the delegation sent by the Cuban Government to China
and the Chinese Government.

According to the agreement, goods exported by China
to Cuba will include machine tools, various types of
machines, scientific research instruments, steel and
chemical products, rice, flour. edible oil, clothes and other
daily necessities. Cuban goods exported to China will
include mineral ores, raw and refined sugar, salted cattle
hides, heneguen fibre, tobacco, coffee, fruits, etc.

The agreement stipulates that both contracting parties
agree reciprocally to grant each other unconditional most
favoured nation treatment in regard to tariffs, consular
fees and any other duties or taxes of any nature as may
or might be applicable by reason of importation and ex-
portation of goods as to the manner of their collection as
well as the rules and formalities in connection with the
clearing of the said goods at the customs.

A mixed commission will be set up by representatives
of both countries to supervise fulfilment of the agreement,
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and supplement or modify schedules of goods supplied by
both sides. The commission will meet every year either
in Havana or in Peking.

The agreement on scientific and technical co-operation
provides that the two contracting parties shall take the
necessary measures to initiate the development of scientific
and technical co-operation in the fields of industry,
architecture and construction, geology, mining, agriculture
and communications. Both parties will strive to strength-
en co-operation through exchanging technical data,
experts, the granting of scholarships for universities and
colleges, and organizing scientific and technical lectures.

The agreement on cultural co-operation provides that
both contracting parties develop mutual co-operation in
the fields of education, scientific and cultural activities
as well as publicity. Both parties will exchange informa-
tion and works regarding developments in the cultural
field, individuals, scientific, technical, literary and artistic
works, publications, films, etc. Special courses for the
study of each other’s languages, culture and literature will
be set up at universities or other cultural organizations.

The trade and scientific and technical co-operation
agreements were signed by Ernesto Guevara, President of
the Cuban National Bank, for the Cuban Government. and
Lu Hsu-chang, Vice-Minister of Foreign Trade of the
People’s Republic of China. Cuban Foreign Minister ad
interim Carlos Olivares and Chen Chung-ching, Secretary-
General of the Commission for Cultural Relations with
Foreign Countries of the People’s Republic of China.
signed the cultural agreement.

Speaking at the signing ceremony, Guevara expressed
satisfaction over the conclusion of the agreements and
thanks for China’s help to Cuba. He hoped that the
friendly relations between the two peoples would become
closer. In reply, Lu Hsu-chang said that the signing of
the agreements marked the development of economic and
cultural ties as well as the friendship between the two
peoples. He thanked the Cuban side for its co-operation
during the negotiations and expressed the hope that the
agreements would be successfully implemented. He was
confident that friendly relations between the two countries
would develop still further in all aspects.

On the evening the agreements were signed, Prime
Minister Fidel Castro received Lu Hsu-chang and Chen
Chung-ching. Host and guests had a cordial talk.

“Renmin Ribao” Comments

The Chinese people warmly welcome these agreemen's
and sincerely hail the steady growth of the friendship
between the Chinese and Cuban peoples, writes Renmin
Ribao’s Commentator (July 26).

Peking Rerview



Cuban Revolutionary Day Greeted

HINA'S popular organizations last week warmly

greeted July 26, Cuba’s revolutionary anniversary,
and expressed deep sympathy and resolute support for
the courageous Cuban people. A message, signed by the
China Peace Committee, the All-China Federation of
Trade Unions, the National Women’s Federation of the
People’s Republic of China and the All-China Youth
Federation, was dispatched to the July 26 commemora-
tive meeting through the Cuban Movement for Peace
and Sovereignty of Peoples on the occasion of the In-
ternational Day of Protest Against U.S. Imperialist
Economic Aggression Against Cuba. The message declares
that “the victory of the Cuban revolution and the resolute
struggle carried out by the Cuban people in defence of
their revolutionary gains have dealt powerful blows to
the U.S. imperialist policy of aggression and expansion
and have strengthened the confidence of the peoples in
Latin America and the whole world in their struggle to
oppose imperialist aggression, to strive for and uphold
national independence and to safeguard world peace."”
The message concludes with an expression of confidence

that the awakened Cuban people developing the rev-
olutionary spirit of the July 26 movement, will surely
win final victory in their struggle against aggression
and in defence of national independence.

The China-Latin America Friendship Association
and the All-China Studenls’ Federation also sent mes-
sages of greeting to the Cuban people in the same spirit
congratulating the Cuban revolutionary anniversary.

Meanwhile, the Chinese press is giving great prom-
inence to the rising movement of the Latin American
peoples in support of the just struggle of the Cuban peo-
ple against U.S. imperialism. Under such headlines as
“Latin American Peoples Resolutely Back Their Cuban
Brothers,” national dailies feature reports on the tre-
mendous demonstrations and meetings held in many
Latin American cities expressing solidarity with Cuba.
Slogans heard all over Latin America, such as: “Cuba
ves, Yankees no!” “Down with U.S. imperialism!” “Long
live the unity of the Latin American peoples against im-
perialism!” are quoted and hailed in the press as militant
expressions of the powerful solidarity of the Latin
American peoples.

The Chinese and Cuban peoples have a profound
friendship with each other, Commentator says. The Chi-
nese people, he declares, look upon the victory of the
Cuban revolution as their own, and firmly support the
Cuban people’s struggle to defend their revolution and
oppose U.S. intervention. U.S. imperialism, in its efforts
to antagonize China and isolate Cuba, has done all it can
to hinder the growth of friendly relations between the
Chinese and Cuban peoples. But those efforts have been
in vain. In their struggle against their common enemy ~—
U.S. imperialism, the Chinese and Cuban peoples have
steadily strengthened their friendship and solidarity.
Friendly contacts between them have become increasingly
frequent; they have formed economic ties and twice signed
trade contracts. Now the two Governments have formally
signed three important agreements. This shows that no
force on earth can undermine the friendship between the
two peoples, Commentator points out.

In spite of their different social systems, China and
Cuba share the same tasks of opposing U.S. imperialist
aggression, upholding their independence and developing
their national economies. Therefore, they both need and

are able to extend support and assistance to each other,
Commentator continues.

Sino-Cuban trade is particularly significant at the
present moment when U.S. imperialism is trying hard to
hold down the Cuban people by cutting the Cuban sugar
import quota and by other economic measures and threats,
Commentator notes. This trade will help the Cuban peo-
ple develop their national economy and frustrate U.S.
imperialism’s interventionist intrigues. By exporting
mineral ores, raw materials and other products to China,
Cuba will undoubtedly help China in its cconomic con-
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struction. The spirit of mutual assistance and co-operation
between the two countries also finds expression in the
provisions for reciprocal granting of most favoured nation
treatment. This stands in sharpest contrast with the
trade relations which U.S. imperialism establishes with
other countries to benefit itself at the expense of others,
Commentator notes.

Commentator states that the agreements on scientific,
technical and cultural co-operation will not only promote
the development of the two countries’ economies, culture
and science but also enhance the mutual understanding
between the two peoples. There is no doubt that cultural
exchange between the Chinese and Cuban peoples will
become more frequent and extensive.

The Cuban people are faced with the serious threat of
U.S. imperialist aggression, Commentator continues. U.S.
ruling circles have used every despicable and vicious
means of intervention in their attempts to strangle the
Cuban revolution. Lately they are plotting more intensely
to isolate and harass Cuba, to prepare the way for further
intervention by open recourse to arms. They think that
by withdrawing their economic “aid” and oil supplies to
Cuba and ceasing to import Cuban sugar, they can so
beset Cuba with difficulties as to bring the Cuban people
ta their knees. But the vicious imperialists have com-
pletely miscalculated, declares Commentator. “The Cuban
people have friends all over the world. Standing firmly
on their side are not only the other peoples of Latin
America, but also the peoples of the socialist countries
and all other peace-loving peoples of the world. Support-
ed by people in all parts of the world, the Cuban people
will surely be able to overcome all the difficulties put
in their way by U.S. imperialism and thwart all US.
imperialist acts of aggression,” Commentator concludes.
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Smooth Progress by Sino-Burmese
Boundary Committee

HE Second Session of the Chinese-Burmese Joint

Boundary Committee has been meeting in Peking
since July 26. A friendly and sincere atmosphere pre-
vailed throughout the talks. The two sides lLave already
reached agreement on many questions and preliminary
views have been exchanged on the drafting of a Sino-
Burmese Boundary Treaty.

Premier Chou En-lai personally received the Burmese
delegation on its arrival in Peking. He warmly welcomed
Brigadier-General Aung Gyi and other Burmese repre-
sentatives at a banquet in their honour. We greet you
with feeling as warm as our summers here, he said, and
expressed confidence that with common effort by both
parties the session would surely be a success.

At a banquet for the Burmese guests, Vice-Premier
Chen Yi said that since the founding of the Joint Sino-
Burmese Boundary Committee in Rangoon at the end of
June and the convening of the first session, not a few
important and complicated questions have been smoothly
settled; thus a big step has been taken towards the early
signing of a boundary treaty and final, overall settlement
of the boundary question between the two countries. This
deserves congratulations, he declared.

Vice-Premier Chen Yi said: The Chinese and Burmese
peoples are not only friendly neighbours, but close Pauk
Phaws (kinsmen). Our two countries jointly initiated the
Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence under the guidance
of which we have for years maintained friendly relations.
Particularly since the beginning of this year, friendly and
co;operative relations between the two countries have
made further satisfactory and rapid progress as a result
of the mutual visits of their Premiers and the signing
of the Treaty of Friendship and Mutual Non-Aggression
and the Agreement on the Question of the Boundary.

He added: Now thousands of survey workers from
the two countries are setting out to survey the borders.
As the boundary question is being resolved and a bound-
ary of peace and friendship established, we can look
forward to a new stage in the friendly and co-operative
relations between the two countries. Not only does this
conform to the fundamental interests of the two peoples,
but makes a tremendous contribution to strengthening
peace in Asia and throughout the world.

Vice-Premier Chen Yi noted that the steady progress
in the friendly and co-operative relations between China
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and Burma was due to the many years of effort by the
two Governments and their leaders. He said: Facts have
eloquently proved that it is entirely possible to settle
even such complicated international issues as bcu~dary
questions through peaceful negotiations, so long as the
governments and leaders of the countries concerned attach
importance to the fundamental interests of the friendship
between the two countries, and work in the spirit of
friendly co-operation, mutual understanding and mutual
accommodation.

Vice-Premier Chen Yi continued that since the
arrival in Peking of the Burmesé delegation to the Joint
Sino-Burmese Boundary Committee, agreement satisfac-
tory to both parties on key questions under discussion at
the current session had been reached. He expressed the
conviction that guided by the above-mentioned spirit and
principles and with the full support of the two Govern-
ments, the current session will, like the first one, smoothly
complete its tasks.

Brigadier-General Aung Gyi in his speech said that
the Second Session of the Joint Sino-Burmese Boundary
Committee now being held in Peking had prcceeded in a
friendly atmosphere and, as a result of the friendliness
and sincerity shown by both parties during the talks, the
key questions scheduled to be discussed at the session had
been solved in a very short time. He said that he was
confident that a draft for the Chinese-Burmese Bsundary
Treaty would have been drawn up before the Burmese
delegation’s departure for home.

Brigadier-General Aung Gyi said: The world is
amazed that we have been able to settle the boundary
question left over from history with such dispatch and in
so brief a time. Some doubted whether we could settle
the question at all. Now we have proved to these coun-
tries and people that if both sides have confidence in each
other and abide by the Five Principles of Peaceful Co-
existence, boundary questions can be settled by this
method.

He continued: If anyone doubts the Five Principles
of Peaceful Coexistence, then we prove the greatness and
profoundness of their value with such talks. Therefore I
suggest to all peace-loving countries in the world that if
any issue exists between them, they should, like us, adopt
the principles of forbearance, sincerity, mutual under-
standing and mutual concession, and their differences will
be settled and a successful result achieved.
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Vice-Premier Chen Yi Receives
Japanese Guests

[CE-PREMIER Chen Yi on July 26 received the

visiting delegation of the Japanese “China Research
Institute” headed by Yoshitaro*Hirano, the delegation of
the All-Japan Federation of Metal Miners’ Unions headed
by Masaharu Sawada, the delegation of the Japanese
National Relief Association headed -by Mituo Okamoto,
and the Fishery Workers' Delegation of the Japan-China
Friendship Association headed by Chizuku Kasahara.

Vice-Premier Chen Yi extended a warm welcome to
the Japanese guests. He pointed out that the Japanese
people’s patriotic and just struggle against U.S. imperial-
ism is a major world-shaking event and a source of great
inspiration to the peace-loving people of the world. The
Chinese people firmly support the Japanese people’s just
struggle. China and Japan are separated only by a
stretch of sea. The two peoples should be on friendly
terms for all times. Sino-Japanese friendship is one of
the important factors for world peace.

The Vice-Premier stated that U.S. imperialism is the
common enemy of the peoples of China and Japan; over
a long period of time it has bullied both peoples. It
has set up military bases in Japan’s Okinawa and occu-
pied China’s territory of Taiwan. To oppose U.S. imperial-
ism is therefore the common interest and militant task
of the two peoples. U.S. imperialism is extremely isolated
in the world. By setting up over 200 military bases
abroad, it is stirring up unrest all over the world. U.S.
imperialism is discredited throughout the world and
people everywhere oppose it. It is sitting on top of a
volcano.

Vice-Premier Chen Yi said that China loves peace.
We stand for peaceful coexistence among countries of
the world with different social systems. However, U.S.
imperialist policies of war and aggression must be firmly
opposed and U.S. imperialism must withdraw from its
more than 200 military bases abroad. U.S. imperialism
must absolutely not be appeased. The more it is appeased,
the greater becomes its ambition and appetite for aggres-
sion. Only by resolute struggle against it, by teaching
it a lesson or two, will U.S. imperialism be compelled
to sober up a bit so that it will not dare to wreck peaceful
coexistence. The struggles of the Japanese, Turkish,
south Korean and Cuban peoples have all demonstrated
that U.S. imperialism can be opposed.

The Vice-Premier sharply condemned the imperialists
for shamelessly fabricating the slander that the Japanese
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people’s just struggle against the Japan-U.S. treaty of
military alliance and U.S. military bases was “instigated”
by China. He said that the great Japanese people cannot
be “instigated” by anyone, they will act of their own
accord. The Chinese people are fully occupied with their
own affairs, they are not to be instigated by others,
nor will they ever instigate others. In fact, it is precisely
the forcible and illegal passage of the Japan-U.S. treaty
of military alliance by U.S. imperialism and the Japanese
reactionaries and the setting up of military bases in
Japan by U.S. imperialism that aroused the discontent
of the Japanese people who, driven to a point beyond
toleration, have been compelled to stand up and fight.
The question is really very simple and will be half-solved
once U.S. military bases on Okinawa are cvacuated and
the Japan-U.S. treaty of military alliance abrogated.
Hence, it should be put this way: It is U.S. imperialism
and the Japanese reactionaries who have “instigaled” the
Japanese people who are compelled to stand up and
struggle.

Vice-Premier Chen Yi said: We hope that the
Chinese and Japanese peoples will live on friendly terms.
We support the Japanese people’s struggle against the
Japan-U.S. military alliance treaty and against U.S.
military bases in Japan. The peoples of China and Japan
should support each other, exchange experiences and
learn from cach other.

Vice-Premier Chen Yi added: The Chinese people
differentiate between the American people and U.S.
imperialism and are willing to be on friendly terms with
the peace-loving American people. We would also like
to see the Japanese people on friendly terms with the
American people.

The heads of the visiting Japanese delegations also
spoke. They warmly thanked the Chinese people for
their support for the Japanese people’s just struggle.
They pointed out that the victory secured by the Japa-
nese people’s struggle is great but only a preliminary
victory. The Japanese people are determined to persist
in their struggle and continue to firmly oppose the Japan-
U.S. military alliance treaty, firmly oppose U.S. military
bases and demand the establishment of friendly relations
with China. The Japanese guests also extended best
wishes for the unity of the peoples of Japan and China
in their struggle against their common enemy —U.S.
imperialism,



Vice-Premier Chen Yi Receives
Canadian Delegation

ON July 25, Vice-Premier Chen Yi received a visiting
delegation from Canada. It is composed of members
of the Canadian Co-operative Commonwealth Federation
and headed by William Irvine, member of its National
Executive Council and member of the World Peace
Council. They engaged in friendly talks.

William Irvine said that he was amazed by the rapid
progress made by China. He added: “The Chinese nation
loves peace and wishes to live peacefully with all nations
in the world. China does not grab from others, nor will
she allow others to grab from her.”

Vice-Premier Chen Yi said that the Chinese people
are concentrating all their efforts on building their coun-
try. They require a peaceful international environment
to carry on construction. At the same time they wish
to see all nations of the world become prosperous. China
has consistently advocated peaceful coexistence among
nations with different social systems and has made
unremitting efforts in this respect.

However, Vice-Premier Chen Yi said, we stand
resolutely opposed to the policies of war and aggression
of U.S. imperialism. Till this day it still occupies our
sacred territory of Taiwan; it has set up over 200 military
bases all over the world and rides roughshod everywhere.
The people of the whole world must firmly resist and
strongly condemn the policies of war and aggression of
U.S. imperialism and make it feel the powerful strength
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of the world’s people so that it will not dare unleash

war. Only thus is it possible to ensure lasting peace in
the world.

Vice-Premier Chen Yi justly and strongly refuted the
shameful slanders labelling China as “warlike.” He said
that China is not warlike. China holds that all interna-
tional disputes should be settled through peaceful nego-
tiation and not by resort to armed force. But U.S. im-
perialism is too unreasonable and outrageous and is
stirring up unrest throughout the world. It is the in-
herently bellicose U.S. imperialism that should be
condemned, not the peace-loving Chinese people. China
is the wronged party, she has never wronged others. The
Chinese people are friendly to the people of the United
States, just as the latter are friendly to the Chinese
people. We are willing to develop friendly relations with
all nations, including' Canada.

During the reception, members of the Canadian
delegation including Mildred Peterson, Byron Tanner,
Harold Bronson, Roy Peterson and William Stevens spoke
of the impressions of their visit in China. All expressed
surprise at China’s construction and said that the Chinese
people are doing “good work for humanity.” William
Irvine said that China is a great country and the Chinese
people and Canadian people are brothers; the Chinese
people are doing a tremendous job and what they are
trying to do they will achieve. Vice-Premier Chen Yi
thanked the Canadian visitors for their friendly
comments.

U.S. Steps Up Plan for Swallowing Congo

Following is the translation of an editorial published
in “Renmin Ribao” on July 29.— Ed.

VER since the Belgian colonialists launched their

armed aggression against the Congo, the other im-
perialist countries headed by the United States have been
doing their best to support the Belgian army of aggression
in its bloody attack on the Congolese people, while on
the other hand taking various steps and engineering all
manner of intrigues to get into the Congo and seize this
opportunity to grab spheres of influence there.

The aggressive, predatory nature of imperialism has
been most nakedly exposed this time in the Congo. The
Belgian colonialists, immediately after allowing the Congo
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to become “independent,” cooked up pretexts and
launched large-scale armed attacks on the Congo. Belgian
troops have occupied 25 key areas in the Congo. This
fact is another eloquent proof that the colonialists will
not withdraw from their colonies of their own accord.
The moment the Congolese people demanded real
independence, the colonialists resorted to suppression by
violence. All imperialist countries, be it the United States,
Britain, France or West Germany, despite the fact that
irreconcilable contradictions exist between them in their
fight for colonial interests, are at one in their hostility to
the national independence movements in the Congo and
other African countries. This is because all these im-
perialist countries possess huge colonial interests in the
Congo and all seek to expand their colonial influences
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there in order to plunder the rich Congolese résources on
a still larger scale. The Congo is a country rich in mineral
resources, particularly in strategic raw materials. Although
it has declared independence, its economy is still entirely
controlled by foreign monopoly capital, above all, by
Belgian monopoly capital. The total Belgian investment
in the Congo is estimated at more than 3,000 million
dollars. After the Second World War, U.S. monopoly
capital has actively penetrated into the Congo and now its
investment there is estimated at 600 million dollars, next
only to Belgium’s. The U.S. has almost monopolized all
the Congo’s exports of strategic raw materials. More
than 90 per cent of the uranium ores and all the cobalt
ores exported by the Congo are shipped to the United
States. Britain and France also possess colonial interests
in the Congo. The United Mining Company, one of the
biggest international monopoly capital trusts exploiting
non-ferrous metals and rare minerals, which controls
Katanga, the richest province in the Congo, is a centre
of rivalry among the monopoly capitalists of Belgian,
U.S., British and French imperialism. The Rockefeller
group in the United States and the group of British
financiers interested in Africa all take active part in the
frantic economic plunder of the Congo. Even West Ger-
many is getting a share there through its loans to Belgium.
Because of the Congo’s important strategic position in
Alrica, the United States, through the NATO bloc, has
long ago penetrated into the Congo; it has controlled 46
airfields and two naval bases there and taken the Congo
as a rear stronghold for attacks on the socialist countries
and a springboard for aggression against the other African
colonies. At the same time, the imperialist countries
headed by the United States are extremely afraid that the
Congolese people’s anti-colonial struggle will start a *‘chain
reaction” among the African colonial peoples. This is the
fundamental reason why the imperialist countries headed
by the United States have so promptly taken joint action
in bloody suppression of the Congolese people’s struggle.
The events in the Congo thus serve as a striking reminder
to the African peoples that imperialism, especially U.S.
imperialism, is their sworn enemy. No oppressed nation
should entertain any unrealistic illusions about imperial-
ism, least of all U.S. imperialism.

INCE the very start of Belgium’s armed aggressicn
against the Congo, the U.S. ruling circles have taken

the side of the Belgian aggressors. The Belgian aggression
is a crime so obvious that the people of the world all
indignantly condemn these acts of aggression and sabotage
of peace. But in its very first reaction, the U.S. State
Department misrepresented the situation as a “break-
down of law and order at various places in the Congo”
and said that there was need for “protection of lives of
residents” by the United States “by whatever means are
appropriate.”” Following this, the United States has
brazenly deployed its military forces to threaten and
bully the Congolese people. The propaganda machines
of U.S. imperialism have been in full blast during the
recent period, slandering and attacking the Congolese
people with su¢h vicious calumnies as “excesses,”
“anarchy,” “lack of discipline” and “anti-European terror.”
In the eyes of the U.S. imperialists, the aggression started
by the Belgian colonialists is “just” whereas the resistance
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to aggression put up by the Congolese people is a “crime
deserving the heaviest punishment.” By their stand on
the Congolese issue, the U.S. imperialists have once again
thoroughly revealed their gangster features.

Under the cover of the name of the United Nations,
U.S. imperialism is now actually working hand in glove
with the Belgian colonialists in the dirty crime of jointly
suppressing the Congolese people. Henry C. Lodge, U.S.
delegate to the United Nations, has long since expressed
reservations over the U.N. demand for the withdrawal of
Belgian troops. And the special representative of the
U.N. Secretary-General in the Congo, Ralph J. Bunche,
an American, has openly announced that the tasks of the
U.N. forces dispatched to the Congo are to “assist” in the
restoration of “order” and ‘“assume responsibility for
ensuring law and order” in the Congo. Here Bunche dared
not mention clearly who is to be “assisted” in the “restora-
tion of order,” the Congo or Belgium? And whose “law
and order” is to be “ensured,” the Congo's or the imperial-
ists’? These questions are easily answered in the light of
a number of facts. In the name of the United Nations,
Bunche, an American, has in these days accelerated the
occupation by some U.N. forces of the barracks of the
Congolese troops and the latters’ disarming. Wherever
the Congolese troops resisted the aggressors most reso-
lutely, repeatedly defeating the aggressive Belgian troops
and leaving them no room for occupation, Bunche has
sent in some U.N. troops and disarmed the Congolese
troops. How about the aggressive Belgian troops? Far
from being disarmed, not a single man of them has been
withdrawn from the Congo. What's more, their numbers
have continuously increased. Since the entry of U.N.
forces into the Congo, the number of the aggressive
Belgian troops has risen from more than 6,000 to 10,000.
Like the American Bunche, the Belgian Government is
also clamouring that the task of the U.N. is to “maintain”
so-called “‘order” in the Congo and ‘“ensure” the “security”
of the Belgians and Europeans. It has even urged the
United Nations to “step up” its action in the Congo.
Please look, isn’t it a fact that the U.S. imperialists, using
the name of the United Nations as a cover, are daily in-
tensifying their efforts in collusion with the Belgian colo-
nialists to suppress the just and patriotic struggle of the
Congolese people?

THE ultimate aim of U.S. imperialism’s intrigue of in-
tervention in the Congo is of course not for the colo-
nial interests of Belgium, but rather to realize step by step
the aggressive plan for the United States alone to swallow
up the Congo. Even before the United Nations formally
discussed thz question of the Congo, Bunche, an Ameri-
can, had already gone to the Congo under the name of
U.N. representative and engaged in scheming activities.
U.S. ambassador to the Congo Timberlake also became
very active seeking an opportunity for the penetration of
U.S. colonialist influences into the Congo. Bunche and
Timberlake jointly worked out secret plots in Leopold-
ville. The facts have now shown increasingly clearly that
U.S. imperialism is stepping up the execution of the plot
to swallow up the Congo. Under cover of the banner of
the United Nations, the United States has already, under
various pretexts, illegally introduced a group of military
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U.S. Neo-colonialists in Action

Cartoon by Fang Cheng

personnel into the Congo. Meanwhile, a representative
of Wall Street monopoly capital and chairman of the
board of directors of the Congo International Manage-
ment Corporation, Detwiler, has disclosed that the U.S.
monopoly capital clique is now imposing on the Congo
an enslaving agreement to control the economy of the
country for 50 years. Detwiler openly declared that
within 50 years, the “Western bloc” would invest 2,000
million U.S. dollars in the Congo for purposes of plunder.
And representatives of U.S. monopoly capital would “as-
sume the role of advisors” in the Congolese Government.
This fully reveals the aggressive ambitions of the U.S.
neo-colonialists for exclusive domination in the Congo.

In resorting to this set of tactics against the Congo,
the United States has utterly exposed its policy of aggres-
sion against Africa. Since the Second World War, U.S.
imperialism has sought by every possible means to get
its influences into Africa so as to replace those old-brand
colonial powers. In a report entitled “The United States
Foreign Policy in Africa” published by the U.S. Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, it is openly stated that U.S.
imperialism has made expansion into Africa an important
part of its foreign affairs. This report makes no secret
of the fact that in Africa “greater opportunities for prof-
itable operations exist than have been realized.” It does
its utmost to advocate infiltration into Africa by a series
of means including investments, *“aid,” political inveigle-
ment and cultural aggression, gradually replacing the old
colonial rule of the former old-brand colonialist powers
by the rule of U.S. neo-colonialism. This is the so-called
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“filling the vacuum” policy of the United States. On
the Congo question, officials of the U.S. State Department
are harping on the tune that unless this “vacuum is
filled quickly” by the United States, the results in the
Congo “would be total disintegration and collapse.” The
U.S. propaganda machines have come out with the
loudest outbursts that no independent African countries
can stand on their own feet and that they have to rely
on the United States if they want “independence.” In a
dispatch on July 17, the Associated Press went so far as
to say brazenly that “without white men,” every one of
these new African countries which “are members of U.N.
will disintegrate at once.” Such typical colonialist fal-
lacies are only designed to justify U.S. intervention
against the Congo and other newly independent African
states.

N the other hand, however, U.S. imperialism cannot

but take into account the strong anti-colonialist sen-
timents of the African peoples. Therefore, apart from
being ready to intervene directly against the African na-
tional independence movement at any time, the U.S. rul-
ing circles have also employed more cunning, neo-colo-
nialist tactics in order to penetrate into the newly inde-
pendent countries of Africa. Its present intervention in the
Congo in the name of the United Nations is an application
of these neo-colonialist tactics. The July 22 issue of the
New York Herald Tribune carried an article by Walter
Lippmann, spokesman of U.S. imperialism, which openly
advocated as a “clever policy” the use by the United
States of the United Nations to “fill the vacuum” in the
Congo, which it said is one of “the richest and largest and
most tempting underdeveloped territories in the world.”
This obviously is an extremely sinister and vicious tactic.
Please listen to what the New York Herald Tribune has
to say. It wrote: “The dispatch of American troops to
the Congo would have the most fearful repercussions.
Throughout Africa and the rest of the world such an
action could only mean a return to the old use of naked
power by the white man against the black.” So that’s
it. Using the white man directly “against the black” has
been an “old” method of colonialism. In order that their
ferocious imperialist features may not be fully exposed.
the U.S. neo-colonialists need new variations of the old
tricks; they are practising the “new methods” of divide
and rule in Africa and “using Africans to fight against
Africans” there. This is exactly a duplicate of the vicious
intrigue of “using Asians to fight against Asians” which
U.S. imperialism has all along practised in Asia. Today,
U.S. imperialism uses these “new tactics” to deal with
the Congolese people: tomorrow it may use the same
vicious tactics to deal with the other African countries.
The Washington Post published an editorial on July 23,
openly clamouring for intervention in all the newly in-
dependent African countries. It wrote that with any new
nations coming into being in Africa, “other delicate situ-
ations” calling for the dispatch of forces may be ex-
pected, “and the United Nations must be free to meet
such demands.” Therefore, it is quite obvious that the
intervention and attack on the indepenidence of the Con-
go by the imperialist bloc headed by the United States
is in effect an intervention and attack on the peoples of
the various African countries. One should not fail to
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see that in future there is always the danger that im-
perialism will invoke the precedent of intervention in the
Congo to carry out joint intervention against other in-
dependent African countries. The President of the Re-
public of Guinea Sekou Toure was right when he said
that the intervention in the Congo must be regarded as
imperialist intervention against all the peace-loving coun-
tries in Africa. All the African peoples understand that
confronted with the serious threat posed by the U.S. neo-
colonialists, it is more necessary than ever before for
them to strengthen their unity. their mutual sympathy
and support in the joint struggle against imperialism and
colonialism,

ODAY, the patriotic Congolese troops and broad

masses of people are still carrying on a heroic struggle
on their sacred soil against colonialism and in defence of
their Republic. Under the impact of the Congolese peo-
ple’s struggle, the peoples in such colonies as Rhodesia,
Kenya, Angola and Ruanda-Urundi are breaking through
imperialist suppression and bringing their fight against

colonial rule to a new height. There is no doubt that in
their anti-colonialist struggle, the peoples of the Congo
and other African countries will be further steeled and
will see more clearly the true colours of imperialism, and
U.S. imperialism in particular. They will learn a pro-
found lesson from the collusion between the Belgian colo-
nialists and U.S. imperialism and the diverse activities
of aggression committed by U.S. imperialism in the name
of the United Nations. From their own experience, they
will get an ever deeper understanding of the truth that
in order to attain real national independence, they must
discard all illusions about imperialissn and rely closely
on the solidarity of the masses of people themselves and
on their resolute struggle. The joint intervention in the
Congo by the imperialist countries headed by the United
States and the insistence of the Belgian colonial troops
on armed occupation of Congolese territory will sjrve to
bring this truth further home to the Congolese anad other
African peoples. With their heightened polilical con-
sciousness, the peoples of the Congo and other African
countries will be unconquerable in the face of 1mpenal-
ism, however ferocious it may be!

The Congo, People All Over the World
Support You!

Following are excerpts from another editorial pub-
lished in “Renmin Ribao” on July 30.— Ed.

ODAY, July 30, is “Congo Day” as proclaimed by

the Secretariat of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity
Organization. Designating this day, the secretariat de-
clared: “Congo Day” will be observed simultaneously in
Asian and African countries to express the support of
the Asian and African peoples for the struggle waged
by their Congolese brothers to defend their newly won
independence. The Chinese people have responded
warmly to this magnificent call. With deepest feeling,
they listen to the uproar emanating from the anti-
colonialist battle on the Congo River and watch the sacred
struggle waged by its dauntless sons and daughters in
defence of the independence of their motherland. Sever-
al days ago, a mass rally in support of the Congolese peo-
ple’s just struggle attended by 10,000 people was held in
our capital, Peking. The Chinese Government also issued
a solemn statement conveying the profound sympathy
and resolute support of the 650 million Chinese people for
their heroic Congolese brothers. The Chinese people pay
high tribute to the valiant Congolese people.

Although the Belgian army of aggression is supported
by the imperialist bloc headed by the United States and
although the aggressors have used aeroplanes and even
rockets, the Congolese troops and the broad masses of
people stand fogether in heroic resistance, and in many
areas have successfully repulsed the attacks of the
aggressive Belgian troops. Since U.S. imperialism com-
menced its intervention in the Congo under the flag of
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the United Nations, the patriotic troops and people of the
Congo have maintained vigilance against the interven-
tionist intrigues of imperialism headed by the United
States. Some U.N. troops under the control of Ralph
Bunche, an American, have occupied Matadi, Thysville
and other important areas which had been defended stead-
fastly by the Congolese troops. and are everywhere dis-
arming the Congolese troops. But in both Matadi and
Luluabourg a part of the patriotic Congolese troops re-
fused to lay down their arms, and are still fighting on.
Particularly in the Eastern Province, the Congolese troops
are still maintaining vigilance; they have disarmed all the
colonialists there, and are ready to resist the attack of
the Belgian army of aggression at any time. In the face
of Belgian armed aggression and intervention by impe-
rialism headed by the United States, the Congolese peo-
ple are persisting in their heroic struggle in defence of
their motherland.

The imperialists think that the use of force can cow
the Congolese people into submission and conquer the
Congolese nation. However, both historical experience
and present reality will shatter this imperialist dream.
For 80 years, the Belgian colonialists depended on armed
force to practise and maintain their ruthless and tyran-
nical rule in the Congo, and decimated the Congolese
population by half. But the result was that they not only
failed to subdue the Congolese nation but implanted more
deeply the seeds of hatred of colonialists in the conscious-
ness of the Congolese people, roused their fighting will
to resist colonialist rule and strive for national inde-
pendence. Eventually after protracted and stubborn
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struggles, the birth of the Republic of Congo was pro-
claimed. Today, the strength of the Congo’s na-
tional liberation movement is much greater than
before the birth of the Republic. Since the Belgian colo-
nialists in the past could not subjugate the Congolese
people with fire and sword, it is all the more inconceivable
that today the Belgian colonialists and the imperialist
bloc headed by the United States could succeed by the
use of armed force in destroying the will of the Congo-
lese people to defend the existence of the Republic and
demand genuine independence. The masses of people are
the decisive factor in all undertakings. Under no cir-
cumstances will the awakened Congolese people allow the
imperialists to trample on their right to independence
and dismember the territory of the Congo. We can see
that even in the Congo province of Katanga where im-
perialism through its agents is instigating splitting

Method of Leadership

manoeuvres, the people are now fighting this imperialist
divisive conspiracy together with the people throughout
the Congo. Moise Tshombe, agent of imperialism, went
so far as to proclaim a ban in Elisabethville on public
gathering of more than five persons. This is by no means
evidence of the strength of imperialism and its agents;
on the contrary it demonstrates that imperialism and its
agents in Katanga fear the just strength of the masses.

The cause of the Congolese people in opposing colo-
nialism and defending the independence of their mother-
land is a just one, which has the sympathy and support
of all progressive mankind. Congolese brothers, struggle
valiantly! The Soviet people, the Chinese people and the
peoples of other socialist countries support you. Con-
golese brothers, struggle heroically! The Asian, African
and Latin American peoples and all the peace-loving
people throughout the world all support you.

Cadres to the Front Line of Production

by TAO LI-WEN

THE mass line, that helps cement the flesh and blood

relationship between the revolutionary cadres and the
people, was made into a fine tradition of the Chinese
Communist Party in its very early days under Chairman
Mao Tse-tung’s leadership. In those days when the Chi-
nese Red Army pitted its spears and worn rifles against
the outnumbering, far better equipped Kuomintang
troops—and won, the Party leadership was there, right
in the front line, in the thick of the struggle; fighting,
working, studying things at first hand, helping those
most concerned solve the problems that arose, pooling,
summing up experience, mobilizing the masses and
charting the course of action.

Front Line Work

Today that revolutionary tradition is still being de-
veloped: in the new conditions of socialist construction
the method of leadership based on the mass line is play-
ing the same great role it did in the early revolutionary
wars.  Today in industry and agriculture men and
women from all ranks of leadership are carrying their
offices into the front line of production — the workshops,
pits, construction sites and fields. Living and working
among the people, they tackle production problems on

2 spot as they crop up; they see to it that problems of
the well-being of the masses are promptly dealt with.
This is not only a direct help to the work; it is a con-
stant source of inspiration to the masses; it maintains
morale at high level; it keeps the leadership on its toes.
It is the generator of a force that helps to keep the big
leap going non-stop.
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Up in Anshan, China’s premier steel centre, if you
want to find Yang Shih-chieh, first secretary of the
Anshan municipal committee of the Communist Party, you
won’t be surprised to find him at the open hearths working
as a furnaceman, plugging the tapping hole, fettling or
sweeping the floor.... In the battle for steel he takes a
field command. Like him, Yuan Chen, Party secretary
and manager of the iron and steel works, personally tackles
problems at the open hearths in the No. 1 Steel Plant.
Together with the furnace crew, he successfully tackled
a series of key problems in furnace maintenance and con-
siderably shortened smelting time. In the iron smelting
plant, output from the new No. 10 blast furnace rose so
rapidly that a snag developed: the interval between
tappings was so reduced that the furnacemen scarcely had
time to prepare the runners properly. To avoid accidents
the blast had to be reduced at times, holding back a
further rise in output. Apprised of the problem, Sung
Lu-yuan, secretary of the plant’s Party committee, donned
overalls and goggles, took up a crowbar and went to work
together with the crew. Coming to grips with the problem
on the spot he was able to help solve it by improving the
technique of making the runners and so made it possible
to increase the smelting intensity still more. As a result.
the No. 10 furnace became one of the most efficient in
the country.

At Anshan today, leading cadres can be found giving
personal guidance at every key production site. The
results are impressive. By June 30, the works overful-
filled the half year target for steel production, registering
a more than 20 per cent increase over the corresponding
period of last year.
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This is only one example of what is hap-
pening generally on the industrial front and
on the agricultural front too. In Kwangtung
Province tens of thousands of leading cadres
have gone down to the grass roots. Here they
put into practice the “si tong” the “four to-
gethers,” eat together, live together, work
together and consult together with the peas-
ant masses. This has enabled them to give
much more effective leadership. Col-
lecting fertilizer together with commune
members, Kuo Chun, first secretary of the
Wenchang County (Hainan Island) committee
of the Communist Party, discovered that the
commune did not have sufficient fertilizer
for its late rice crop, while large quantities
of straw were lying around unused. Taking
up his suggestion to turn the straw into
[ertilizer the commune prepared more than
one million dan of straw fertilizer within a
few days.

In Honan Province, 100,000 cadres, in-
cluding six secretaries of the Party’s provin-
cial committee and some 600 high-ranking
personnel, have gone to the production front
lines. Here they are acting as ordinary
workers as well as commanders in anti-
drought and steel production campaigns,
helping to boost output.

In the Sinkiang Uighur Autonomous Region in the
northwest, 130,000 cadres have gone to work in
the people’s communes. Taking part in actual production,
and eating in the community dining-rooms, they were
able to help improve the work in both. Wherever the
working and living conditions are most difficult, Ieaaing
cadres can be found giving effective help to make
improvements,

New Methods Evolved

The mass line method of work, which helped bring
one victory after another to the Chinese peovle in their
revolution and construction, has been further developed
since 1958 in the course of the big leap forward. One of the
new methods evolved is the cultivation of “experimental
plots.” It originated in Hungan County, Hupeh Province.
where the leading cadres in conjunction with experienced
farm hands and agro-technicians, began to cultivate small
plots as their “experimental farms.” By so doing, they
were enabled to solve several key problems in boosting
production: their successful method of work was then
summed up and popularized. This new form of active
leadership was soon taken up by cadres throughout the
country not only in agriculture but also in all other fields
of endeavour.

Another new development is the “on-the-spot con-
ference.” During the big leap, conferences which used
to be held in the capital or other urban centres were
moved to the various local regions. generally to outstand-
ing centres of preduction, on the farms or in specific en-
terprises. Delegates to on-the-spot conferences not only
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discuss the matter on hand but see for themselves how
things are actually done. Getting to the very source of
production, brings them closer to reality and to the masses.
They discuss and solve the problems at issue in produc-
tion together with the masses and sum up and popularize
the éxperience gained.

There are other new methods of proved value
embracing the whole body of experience now gained of
cadres taking part in productive labour, of the rank and
file participating in management campaigns to reform
outmoded rules and regulations, and “three-in-one co-
operation” of leading cadres, technicians and the rank
and file when in a closely co-ordinated joint effort focused
on a single problem; the leading cadres do the organiz-
ing and political work, the technicians bring their technical
and theoretical knowledge to bear. and the workers cen-
tribute their invaluable practical experience. Such com-
bined efforts generally produce very satisfactory results.
Many important technical innovations have been made
this way.

All these methods helping to bring cadres closer to
actual production and the masses are playing an important
role in keeping the big leap forward rolling.

Down-to-Earth Leadership

With events moving as fast as they do today as the
big leap roars ahead. concrete, efficient, .down-to-earth
leadership was never more nccessary. More and more
cadres are finding that ordinary office work is not enough
if they don't want to lag behind the demands of fast ex-
panding production. Some novel methods have therefore
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been devised to take the office to the job, so that the
administrator can keep his finger on the pulse of the
work, study the situation at first hand and make concrete,
timely arrangements to tackle new situations and problems
as they arise.

The administration at the Yutienpao Cecal Mine in
Chungking, for example, has set up a “production office”
underground right in the mine staffed by dispatchers,
supply, maintenance and medical personnel and led by
the director of the shaft himself. It works round the
clock in three shifts. An underground storage depot has
also been established. The timely and effective leadership
so maintained has been an important element in the
sustained growth of ouiput.

This underground front line command post developed
out of the cadres’ experience with the “experimental plot”
idea. Leading mine cadres had been taking a direct part
in production and also cultivated “experimental plots” and
this gave results, but they still spent most of their time
above ground and it was there that they dealt with most
of the problems. The new setup enables them to keepo
constantly in close touch with production and the rank
and file. It can deal with most problems with dispatch.
Thus, when an electric conveyor blew a fuse in January
before the production office was established, it took 90
minutes to get spares and a repairman from above ground
to put things to rights. With personnel from all the
operational departments there at hand in the shaft, this
kind of repair job is now being done in a few minutes.

The “Two-Five System”

In the rural areas, a new system known as the “two-
five system” is being rapidly popularized throughout the
country. Initiated bv the Wuchiao County (Hopei Prov-
ince) committee of the Communist Party. this system
provides for the leading cadres of the county, people’s
commune and communal district Party organizations
spending two days a week holding their meetings, in-
specting work and studying political theory and Party
policies: during the other five days, they go to the pro-
duction teams, take part in field labour and give personal
guidance. This system combines the experience of the
“experimental plot.” the “on-the-spot conference.” and
cadres taking part in productive labour, etc.; it enriches,
elaborates and systematizes this experience; it makes it
possible for the cadres to be at the front line most of the
time. When in the field. cadres inspect work in the early
morning, do field labour together with the masses
throughout the working day, and in the evening help
production team leaders make arrangements for the next
day’s work. In this way they not only take part in pro-
duction but also give leadership to it. They have become
close friends of the commune members, are warmly
praised by them and generally improved their method of
leadership. As a result there was a tremendous new
upsurge in production.

The “two-five system™ is also an effective way of
implementing the mass line principle of “coming from the
masses and going back to the masses.” After their five
days of field work, the cadres go back to the leading
organs, sum up the experience gained and study ways
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and means of putting Party policies into operation. When
they go back to the production front, they are able to
give still more effective leadership.

Revolutionary Cadres

Such things can be done because these leaders are
revolutionary cadres who come from the people and pledge
themselves to .serve the people. Educated by the Com-
munist Parly, they have close bonds with the labouring
people and behave as ordinary workers do. Yeh Yang,
secretary of the Party’s Shishui Production Brigade
general branch, Diancheng People’s Communes, Tienpai
County, Kwangtung Province, is one modest example, but
his spirit and style of work is typical.

Yeh Yang has made the si tong a rule of life for
the past decade. Apart from meetings and study sessions,
he has always worked together with the peasants. Since
he is on such intimate terms with them, he finds it easy
to understand their problems when they are brought to
him but as often as not he is right there on the spot to
find and solve them. Once while {(ransplanting rice
seedlings together with the commune members, he dis-
covered in conversation that some of them were dissatis-
fied with the dining-room service; he went immediately
to the dining-room to give personal help. As a result the
food improved markedly. To make the dining-rooms a
real success, Yeh Yang worked for a spell as a cook in
one of them himself. Together with the commune mem-
bers, he built a new dining hall, planted 25 mu of vege-
tables and raised 105 pigs for it. The peasants now are
full of praise for the dining-room and it has become
a model known throughout the county.

During a downpour one night last September, Yeh’s
practised ear heard the stream behind the office of the
production brigade running with an unusual sound. Despite
a fever, he rushed out and sure enough found that the
heavy rain had breached the dyke. He assembled the
militiamen to deal with the emergency and at a crucial
moment jumped into the water without hesitation to stop
the gap with his body. His example was quickly fol-
lowed by others. The gap was temporarily sealed with
a human wall until logs, rocks and sand bags could be
brought to repair the breach.

Yeh's concern for others is a way of life. The old,
the sick and infirm can always expect visits from him
and help when needed. When Yeh Ju-hsun, an 80-year-
old commune member, got sick, Yeh visited the old man
every day, bringing the doctor and sending food to him.
And there is a love for him among the people that speaks
volumes. When he himself fell ill, many went to see him,
taking little gifts of sugar or eggs. Yeh lives up to his
advice to other cadres: “Cadres shouldn’'t behave dif-
ferently from the masses and enjoy any special privi-
leges!”

Again, take Kao Yi and Liu Shih-chieh, two Party
cadres of northern Shensi. They volunteered to go to the
grass roots and work in the most backward production
brigades where conditions were most tough. They ate,
lived and laboured together with the brigade members
and within less than half a year helped turn the two
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most backward production brigades into outstanding “red
banner” units.

A Fine Tradition

Leading cadres acting as ordinary workers, and living
and working among the people is not something new. It
is in the best tradition of the Chinese Communist Party
which has always regarded the mass line as a basic line
in Party work. The Party has always taught its members
that the people are the makers of history and that they
must liberate themselves, that the Party’s task is to serve
the people heart and soul and that in leading the masses
the Party’s role is to point out to them the correct path
of struggle and help them to struggle for and build a hap-
py new life by their own efforts. This implies that every
Party member must serve the people, hold himself re-
sponsible to the masses, never fail to consult them, and
share their happiness and sorrows too.

The mass line also provides the method of leadership
known as “coming from the masses and going back to the
masses,” which means, in the words of Chairman Mao
Tse-tung, “summing up (i.e. co-ordinating and systematiz-
ing after careful study) the views of the masses (i.e. views
scattered and unsystematic), then taking the resulting
ideas back to the masses, explaining and popularizing

China’s National Policy in Action

The Yis Leap from

them until the masses embrace these ideas as their own,
stand up for them and act on them, and then testing the
correctness of these ideas in mass activity. Thus it is
necessary once more lo sum up the views of the masses,
and once again take the resulting ideas back to the masses
so that the masses give them their wholehearted sup-
port. . . . And so on, over and over again, so that each
time these ideas emerge with greater correctness and
become more vital and meaningful.”

Chairman Mao Tse-tung has constantly called on
cadres to give wholehearted service to the people and not
divorce themselves from the masses for a single instant;
to go to the masses, to the heat of the struggle, to take
part in production and in so doing give leadership to the
people’s struggles and productive work. The memory of
the Red Army days and the tradition of unity with the
people founded then is a lesson to Party members that is
never forgotten.

Since liberation, China’s revolutionary cadres have
carried forward this fine tradition of the mass line not
only in mass political movements but also in national con-
struction. It is through these cadres who maintain the
closest ties with the masses that the Party’s policies are
carried to the people, bringing their initiative into full
play for the great tasks in hand.

Slavery to Socialism

by WANG WEI-HSUN

The Yi people in the Liangshan Mountain area threw
off the slave system that bound them for centuries to
a life of primitive backwardness and misery and leaped
to socialism in a matter of a few years. Men and
women who had no right even to call their lives their
own are now enjoying a happy, prosperous life, and
are working enthusiastically for socialist construction
in all fields of endeavour together with the other
fraternal nationalities of the couniry. It is a
remarkable triumph for the national policy of

the Chinese Communist Party.

THERE are over 3,200,000 people of the Yi nationality in

China. They live mainly in the southwestern prov-
inces of Szechuan, Yunnan and Kweichow. The largest
compact group of them dwells in the Liangshan Mountain
area between the Chinsha and Tatu Rivers in the
southwestern part of Szechuan. The area was liberated
in 1950 and the Liangshan Yi People’s Autonomous
Chou was established in 1952. Covering an area of more
than 30,000 square kilometres, it has a population of
640,000 Yis, 190,000 Hans and a few thousand people of
other nationalities making a total of more than 800,000
people in all. It is a wild and mountainous area. Criss-
crossed with rivers, its plentiful rainfall, mild climate and
other natural riches make it well suited to the develop-
ment of a diversified rural economy.
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Yet with all these favourable natural conditions the
mass of the Yis existed in conditions of appalling poverly
and misery. The energies of their communities were
shackled by the slave system under which they lived.

Brutal Slave System

Before liberation, the Yi people remained in the
stage of slave society. On the top were the slave owners,
below them the slaves. Their communities were tradi-
tionally divided into the Black Yis, the ruling class, and
the watse, as the Yi labouring people were generally
called. The Black Yis were parasitical, hereditary aris-

tocrats; they owned the watse and exploited their unpaid

labour. There were three grades of watse: chuno, achia
and hsiahsi.

The chuno belonged to the top stratum among the Yi
labouring people. They could move about freely within
the area ruled by the Black Yis, had small plots of land
and other means of production and enjoyed some eco-
nomic independence. Well-to-do chuno might even own
people of the lower watse groups, the achia and hsiahsi.
But they themselves had to do a certain amount of unpaid
work for the Black Yis. and suffered other types of ex-
ploitation.

The achia whose social position was lower than {hat
of the chuno, were those watse who had married and set
up families with their masters’ permission. But they were
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obliged to live near their lords' houses so that their
services could be available when wanted. Some or all of
their children, moreover, could be taken away by their
masters to become hsiahsi, the lowest grade of Yi slave.

The hsiahsi were either children of the achia or Han
people captured by the Black Yis in raids. They had to
live in their masters’ houses, and spent their whole lives
doing household work and cultivating land for their
owners. They enjoyed no rights whatsoever. Their mas-
ters could sell them or even kill them at will. The Black
Yi slave owners looked on the watse as “talking animals.”
The number of watse owned was an important indicator
of wealth.

Over the years, of course, certain changes occurred
in the economic position of a small number of people in
the various social strata of the Yi communities. As a
result of this, changes also occurred in their class posi-
tion. Because their economic position declined, for in-
stance, a tiny minority of the Black Yis lost their slaves
and ceased to be slave owners although they remained
hereditary Black Yis. On the other hand a handful of
chuno slaves, though still bound to their Black Yi masters
moved over economically to the class position of slave
owner.

Before the democratic reforms, the slave-owning
class of Yi society in the Liangshan area — consisting of
the great majority of the Black Yis and a few well-to-do
chuno —made up about 5 per cent of the area’s house-
holds. They owned all the slaves, 70 per cent of the cul-
tivated land and most of the other means of production,
livestock, tools, ete. Most of the slave owners had over
ten slaves, and some even had several hundred or several
thousand.

The slave class, consisting of all the hsiahsi, most
of the achia and a part of the poor chuno, made up
70 per cent of all the households. Belween these two
main classes there was an intermediate social stratum,
numbering 25 per cent of all the households, consisting
of a part of the chuno, a small number of the achia and
a handful of impoverished Black Yi aristocrats. Those
belonging to this stratum could as a rule make a living
on their own, but they were still tied to the slave owners
to a certain degree and suffered various forms of ex-
ploitation. Economically their position was so unstable
that they were always faced with the threat of being
reduced to the status of slave.

How Slaves Were Exploited

Exploitation of the watse by the Black Yis took
various forms including unpaid labour service, exaction
of rent in kind, usury, compulsory “gifts” and other levies.

The hsiahsi toiled for their masters from dawn to
dusk, in the fields or at household tasks. They were
strictly supervised, and could be brutally punished on the
slightest pretext.

The chuno and achia fared little better. They had to
bring their own draught animals and farm tools to till
their masters’ land. The achia usually spent half to two-
thirds of their annual working time doing unpaid labour.
During busy farming seasons, they had to attend to their
masters’ land in the daytime. Only the night hours were
left them to cultivate their own small plots of land. They
too worked under supervision.
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The slave owners, besides compelling the watse to
work unpaid on their fields, usually rented part of their
land to the chuno and achia. They took 50 to 70 per
cent of the harvest as rent, and in one way or another
got their hands on a good part of what was left as well.
A survey made in one township in Hungchi County be-
fore democratic reform revealed that the slave owners
there appropriated 80 per cent of the grain output; only
20 per cent was left to the tillers.

In the old days the Black Yis imposed what they
called tsaputa on the well-to-do chuno. At first this
was a levy which went to make up the dowries of their
daughters. Later on, the Black Yis extended its scope into
a general form of exploitation. In addition to well-to-do
chuno, ordinary chuno and achia became its victims. In
some areas, the chuno and achia were obliged to raise
a sow and a hen for their Black Yi lords, and two pig-
lets and two chicks had to be surrendered out of every
litter of the sow and brood of the hen. Even when the
original sow or the hen had died, they still had to provide
the regular supply of piglets and chicks. Many a poor
achia or chuno found himself obliged to borrow grain
from the slave owners before the new crops was gathered.
For a year’s loan, they had to pay back half as much
again as they borrowed.

At the New Year, and when weddings, funerals and
ancestral sacrifices took place in the families of the Black
Yis, the chuno and achia had to send their gifts of pigs,
cattle, grain, wine and silver.

Though the chuno had some property they were not
free to dispose of it. They had to get their masters’
consent .before selling any land, and give them a part of
the proceeds. If a chuno who died without offspring his
properly automatically went to his master. The achia
owned no land but cultivated small plots of land “be-
stowed” on them by their masters; this could be taken back
at any time. What small property they had could also be
seized at will. Besides this, any or all of their children
were the property of their masters; they could be sold,
or, as mentioned above, turned into hsiahsi.

Under such exploitation, the slaves lived in frightful
poverty. The lot of the hsiahsi was especially hard. They
wore lattered sheepskins or shapeless clothes made of
sacking the year round; grass roots, tree leaves, buck-
wheat husks and potato peelings were their food. Heaps
of straw were their beds; on winter nights, they slept
close to the sheep for warmth. The smallest offence would
bring the severest punishment and many were crippled in
this way.

Shackles and’ Struggles

No organized political power existed in the pre-libera-
tion society of the Yis of Liangshan. But the Black Yis
had a social organization called the chiachih, something
like a patriarchal family clan. It was these Black Yi
clans which played the role of organs of political power.
There were more than 80 great chiachih among the 50,000
or so Black Yis; each was independent of the other, had
its own area over which it ruled and its subject popula-
tion of slaves. Apart from its function of holding the
slaves in subjection it was the means for waging inter-
clan warfare.
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The chiachih was an ever present menace to the
slaves. Whenever they joined together to resist oppres-
sion the slave owners used it to crush them. Against the
slaves, the clans acted together. If a slave of any Black
Yi household tried to run away but failed to get out of
the Liangshan area, nine times out of ten he would be
caught in the net of the chiachih. Every headman of the
different Black Yi clans would join in the hunt to run
him down. The Black Yis used some of the most brutal
punishments — cutting the tendons of the feet, gourging
out the eyes, cutting off the nose or limbs, burying alive,
ete. —to suppress the resistance of the slaves and keep
them in terrorized subjection.

Under this brutal system, the slaves naturally showed
no enthusiasm for production. And recurrent clan war —
to seize more slaves, land, cattle and other property —
blocked communications between various areas and
seriously handicapped the exchange of goods. Such con-
flicts also constantly destroyed the communities’ produc-
tive forces. National oppression by past feudal dynasties
and the Kuomintang reactionaries further exacerbated
the sufferings of the Yi people. All this accounted for the
long-continued economic and cultural backwardness of
their area.

In the past, the Yi slaves waged many a struggle to
break their chains. They resorted to sabotage, the destruc-
tion of tools and the slaughter of the animals owned by
their masters. Countless attempts were mzde by them,
at risk of their lives, to run away. There were cases
where they killed their slave-masters and burnt their
houses, and even joined together for resistance. Over a
dozen instances of large-scale revolts occurred in the past
century. In 1945, in Pukeh County, more than 2,000 slave
households rose in revolt, and wiped out 18 households of
slave owners.

The Role of the Communist Party

Lenin said: “The slaves . . . revolted, rioted, started
civil wars, but they could not create a class conscious
majority and parties to lead the struggle, they could not
clearly realize what they were aiming at.” This precisely
describes the desperate struggles which the slaves of
Liangshan waged against their oppressors. It was only
when the Chinese Communist Party led them that the
Liangshan slaves won their revolutionary struggle and
buried the slave system for ever.

Lenin also pointed out that backward peoples who
were striving for emancipation and had made some
advance along the road of progress could make the transi-
tion to socialism without passing through the capitalist
stage of development, and, through certain steps of devel-
opment, to communism, provided the victorious revolu-
tionary proletariat carries out systematic propaganda
among them and helps them with all its available re-
sources. The practical example of how the socialist revolu-
tion and socialist construction has been carried out by the
Yi people of Liangshan under the leadership of the Chi-
nese Communist Party once again proves the correctness
of Lenin’s principles.

In accordance with the universal truths of Marxism-
Leninism and taking account of the actual conditions of
China’s various national minorities, the Chinese Com-
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munist Party has drawn up a correct programme for
dealing with the national question in the country and
a series of principles and policies in regard thereto. The
realization of complete emancipation for the various na-
tional minorities in China and the establishment of rela-
tions of equality, fraternity and mutual help among
China’s various nationalities has always been taken as
its own glorious historical task.

Comrade Mao Tse-tung has always taught us: “Com-
munists should actively assist the broad masses of all
national minorities . . . including all their leaders who
keep in close contact with them, to fight for their polit-
ical, economic and cultural liberation and development.”
In the past ten years, the Party organizations in the
Liangshan area have closely followed the Party's policy
towards the national minorities and Comrade Mao Tse-
tung’s directive; they have thus been able to lead the
Liangshan Yi people to advance from victory to victory
along with the other fraternal nationalities.

As a result of the long years of oppression suffered
at the hands of feudal dynasties and particularly the
Kuomintang reactionaries, misunderstanding and suspi-
cions still existed among the Yi people towards the Han
people down to the early days of liberation. In view of
this situation, in the early days of the liberation of
Liangshan, the method of “making friends with them and
do good things for them” was adopted. The mass of the
people were helped to solve their difficulties in produc-
tion and in livelihood. Starting with this, great efforts
were made to explain the Party’s policy towards the
national minorities and improve relations among the
various nationalities.

From the moment the Liangshan area was liberated,
the Communist Party began step by step to promote the
policy of national regional autonomy there. At the same
time much was done to restore and develop production.
Cadres from the ranks of the Yi people were trained.
Through several years of effort, the unity of the various
nationalities in Liangshan was steadily strengthened.
Class consciousness grew steadily among the slaves, and
the demand for democratic reforms began to be con-
sciously voiced by the Yi labouring people.

From Slavery to Socialism

In the latter half of 1955, the slave masses began an
uninterrupted series of struggles against the killing, sell-
ing and buying of slaves, and against the payment of rents
and usurious interest. The slave owners on their part
intensified their efforts to suppress the slave masses. Re-
bellious slaves were murdered. The slave masses then
demanded that democratic reforms be put into effect at
once. Responding to the call of the Communist Party
and coming to understand the way events were develop-
ing, a part of the upper strata among the Yis also agreed
to such reforms.

The Party organization in the Liangshan area gave
active support and leadership to the Yi people’s democratic
reform movement. Early in 1958 after more than two
years of struggle, the democratic reforms were completed
and the slave system abolished. The Liangshan Yi peo-
ple, long languishing in the stage of slave society, leaped
into a new historical period — socialist revolution and con-
struction.
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At an early stage of the demccratic reform the Party
laid it down that the emancipation of the slaves, demo-
cratic reform and the organization of farming co-opera-
tives should be closely linked. It insisted that all these
changes should be prepared at the same time and
carried out consecutively. This meant that the move-
ment to set up mutual-aid teams and co-operatives should
follow close on the heels of democratic reform, so as to
expand agricultural production and avoid the path of capi-
talism. In harmony with this principle, the Party adopted
the policy of actively developing agricultural co-operation
and advancing it in a gradual and steady way, simul-
taneously developing elementary (semi-socialist) and ad-
vanced (fully socialist) farming co-operatives and gradually
improving their systems of management to ensure the
speedy growth of the movement of farming co-operation
as a whole. This policy, being in full accord with actual
local conditions, was warmly supported by the Yi labouring
people.

The concept of private ownership had sunk no deep
roots in the minds of these toilers due to their poverty and
destitution. They thus found it easier to adjust them-
selves to a collective economy. The emancipated hsiahsi,
for instance, though they gained their personal freedom
and received some means of production and censumption
in the democratic reforms, were still powerless to over-
come by their own unaided efforts the difficulties result-
ing from their former destitution. They scon understood
that they could only get on their economic feet by or-
ganizing themselves for collective production, by relying
on their joint strength.

The start ef democratic reform in the Liangshan area
coincided with the high tide of socialist transformation
throughout China. This inspired the Yi labouring peo-
ple with all the greater revolutionary enthusiasm to go on
to socialism directly after slavery was abolished. So, no
sooner were the democratic reforms accomplished than
the farm co-operation movement got into its stride. In
the autumn of 1958, six months after completicn of the
democratic reforms, farm co-operation was practically
realized in the whole area while a number of people’s
communes had been set up on an experimental basis.

All the experimental people’s communes have demon-
strated their advantages. For one thing, their rate of
growth of production far exceeded the average in the area
since the big leap forward that began in 1958. They set an
example that points the way for all the Liangshan people.
The movement to switch to people’s communes has gone
ahead throughout the area.

While this socialist transformation of agriculture in
the Liangshan area was being basically completed, the
chou also carried out the socialist transformation of private
industry and commerce in those areas where the Yi and
Han peoples mingle, the rectification campaign and a
mass campaign of education in the Party’s general line
for building socialism, in state bodies, pecple’s organiza-
tions, schools and among the broad masses of the people.
This has resulted in an overall victory in the socialist
revolution on the economic, political and ideological fronts
in the Liangshan area.

20

On the basis of the victorious completion of these so-
cialist transformaltions and particularly because of the fact
that the Party’s general line for building socialism together
with the whole set of policies on simultaneous develop-
ment have been resolutely implemented, the Liangshan
area has entered a new phase of development—its in-
dustrial and agricultural production is making an unprece-
dented big leap forward. Its people are working with
tremendous enthusiasm for socialist construction.

Leap Forward in Production

Before liberation, farm implements in Liangshan were
of the simplest and outdated; methods of cultivation were
crude and even primitive, its farmers did not practise seed
selection or use fertilizers. This kept the level of agricul-
tural production pitiably low. Food crops never yielded
more than 30-50 jin per mu, or an average of 100 jin per
head a year. Little progress had been made in livestock
breeding.

Since the liberation, and particularly since the dem-
ocratic reforms, agricultural production has shot up. In
1958 and 1959 the leap forward was continuous. This was
due to the development of a diversified rural economy with
the emphasis on food grains, popularization of advanced
farming techniques, implementation of the Eight Point
Charter for Agriculture, the building of water conservancy
works and the reform of tools. Although the area was hit
by the worst natural calamities in decades in 1959, gra‘’n
yields that year were more than 420 jin per mu, about 11
times as much as the pre-liberation figure. Animal hus-
bandry, pig-breeding in particular, also made great head-
way. Liangshan had 250,000 pigs in 1958; in 1959 it had
more than 470,000. The area can thus support itself in
food 'grains, edible oil, meat and vegetables.

Industrially, the changes are even more remarkable.
Before liberation, the area had no industry, not even hand-
icraft workshops. The simple tools the Yi people used
and articles of daily use, came mainly from the Han
inhabited areas; some were made by slave craftsmen.
Since the liberation and especially since the nationwide
campaign was launched in 1958 under the slogan of “let
all the people build industry!” the Liangshan area has
laid the beginnings of a socialist induslry.

The people of Liangshan now can smelt iron, copper
and lead, and make steel; they produce simple machine
tools and even small-sized power generators. Factories
using simple lecal methods to make chemical fertilizers
and farm chemicals and plants for processing farm prod-
uce have sprung up in many places. In 1958, the area’s
industrial output was 21 times what it was in 1957; last
year it increased 2.5-fold compared with 1958. The Yis
are taking lo industry.

Transport and Trade

There were no highways, not even a single post road,
in the pre-liberation Liangshan area. Travellers depend-
ed on treacherous and narrow mountain trails. Accidents
to the unwary were frequent; danger of a fall was ever
present. Many a weman who married into a family which
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