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Round the Week

‘National Day, 1960

October 1. With what joy our people
celebrated this day of days! In cities,
towns and in fact all over our vast
homeland, millions paraded and still
more millions rejoiced. They rejoiced
not only in the 11th birthday of their
own state — the People’s Republic of
China —but also in the hard-won
victories scored in the past year.

The year’s achievements have been
tremendous. Led by the Communist
Party and Chairman Mao Tse-tung
and holding high the three red ban-
ners of the general line, the big leap
forward and the people’s commune,
the Chinese people have * continued
their advance full steam ahead on the
road of socialist construction. They
have maintained a continued leap
forward in the national economy fol-
lowing two years of big leap forward.
On the international front, holding fast
to the policy of peace they have waged
successful struggles against U.S. im-
perialist policies of aggression and war
and given unstinted support to the
national and democratic revolutionary
movements throughout the world.

Several major events contributed
to this year’s heightened jubilation.
There was the publication of the
fourth volume of The Selected Works
of Mao Tse-tung. There were the
signing of the Sino-Burmese Boundary
Treaty, the announcement of the es-
tablishment of diplomatic relations
between China and Cuba and the visit
of an unprecedentedly large number
of distinguished foreign guests and
friends from various parts of the
world. Clustered as they were around
October 1, they brought added splen-
dour to the festival.

Peking Parade

As on every National Day, all eyes
and thoughts in China turn to Peking.
Here, in vast Tien An Men, the great
leader of the Chinese people Chairman
Mao Tse-tung and his comrades-in-
arms review the march past and join
in the celebrations.

Half a million people participated.
At the break of dawn, to the beat of
drums and the clash of cymbals, the
exultant crowd converged on the heart
of the city. They turned Peking into

a sea of glowing faces, flags and
flowers. Facing Tien An Men Gate in
the southern end of the great square,
100,000 workers, students, Young
Poineers, members of people’s com-
munes and government cadres took
their places to weave a giant floral
design of the national emblem. Over-
head five traditional Chinese lanterns
floated. Suspended on balloons, their
five golden Chinese characters — Long
live Chairman Mao Tse-tung — glowed
resplendent in the morning sun.

The spacious square shook with
cheers and applause as Chairman Mao
Tse-tung, Chairman Liu Shao-chi and
other Communist Party and govern-
ment leaders and distinguished foreign
guests mounted the flag-bedecked
rostrum. A prolonged ovation greeted
the speech of Chen Yi, Member of the
Political Bureau of the Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Communist
Party, Vice-Premier and Minister of
Foreign Affairs, analysing the current
favourable domestic and international
situation and the tasks of the nation
(for full text see page 21).

A 13,000-strong guard of honour
opened the parade. Carrying portraits
of Chairman Mao and of Marx, Engels,
Lenin and Stalin  the paraders
displayed huge streamers inscribed
“Forward, hold high the revolu-
tionary banner of Marxism-Lenin-
ism” and “Forward. hold high the
revolutionary banner of the Moscow
Declaration.” They marched in serried
ranks of 150 keeping perfect formation.
Floats, charts and graphs proclaimed
and hailed the victory of the general
line, the big leap forward and the
people’s communes and pledging in-
creased production and economy.

Workers’ columns followed, lively
and spirited to the rhythmic beat of
the drums. Marching in the van were
Peking's steel makers. Straight from
the furnaces they came, their monu-
mental achievements blazoned on a
giant-sized chart. In the first eight
months of this year, these same steel
workers successfully boosted Pe-
king’s steel production by nearly 100
per cent compared with the same
period last year! The miners of Chingsi
Colliery on the city's outskirts dis-
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On the Tien An Men rostrum reviewing Peking’s National Day parade (front row left to
right); Lin Piao, Chen Yun, Ne Win, Chou En-lai, Abbas Ferhat, Mao Tse-tung, U Nu,
Liu Shao-chi, Abdyl Kellezi, Chu Teh and Tung Pi-wu

played a bold Chinese character hsi
in red — the sign of double happiness.
And they had good reason! Their
charts announced that Chingsi’s coal
output was upped by 39 per cent
during the first nine months of this
year compared with the corresponding
period last year. Workers in the ma-
chine-building, chemical, textile and
other industries marched past in
impressive array. In highly ingenious
charts, floats and diagrams they told
the joyful tale of tremendous growth
in all branches of the capital’s industry.

And what is true for Peking is true
for the whole nation. Guided by the
general line for building socialism, the
workers had by the end of August
boosted the country’s output of such
major industrial products as steel, iron,
rolled steel, iron ore, coke, electricity,
crude oil, sulphuric acid and cement
by some 40 per cent compared with
the corresponding period last year.
During the first eight months of this
year, steel output, the core of the
current drive in industry, was 70
times what it was in 1949, and equalled
the total achieved in the first eleven
months of 1959.

The parade not only spotlighted
these impressive victories, but also the
moving force which made them pos-
sible. Marching in the ranks of the
paraders was a 1,500-strong contingent
of Peking’s advanced workers. Red
flowers pinned to their chests and
hundreds of prize banners in their
hands, they bore the stirring slogan:
“Tackle difficulties, give honours to
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others, learn from the advanced and
help those who lag.” Resounding ap-
plause followed them along the whole
line of march.

The mass movement to support agri-
culture was another parade highlight.
Workers and engineers, scientists,
doctors, trade personnel and govern-
ment cadres —all point proudly to
their contributions to agriculture.
Never has the countryside been the
recipient of such a stream of industrial
equipment and products as now. Steel
products for agriculture in the first
half of this year equalled the whole
of last year’s. Up to the end of
August, output of chemical fertilizer
exceeded that of the same period last
year by 120 per cent, chemical insec-
ticides by 82 per cent and agricultural
irrigation machines by 18 per cent.
Mechanical power newly added to
agriculture in this year alone was
equivalent to the manpower of nearly
20 million. It is playing a big role in
introducing technical transformation
to China’s agriculture.

To echoing cheers of “Long live the
people’s communes!” column after
column of commune members swung
by. Singing and dancing to the strains
of their own commune bands, their
banners and charts extolled the peo-
ple’s commune and the bright pros-
pects it opened to them. Direct from
their strenuous labours on the three
all-important autumn jobs of harvest-
ing, ploughing and sowing and march-
ing side by side with the peasants
were workers and cadres who had gone

to work in the countryside. Displaying
huge model sheaves of wheat, vege-
tables and livestock, they demonstrated
the great production drive now sweep-
ing the countryside. During the past
year, despite the fact that the country
had suffered the worst natural ca-
lamities since the founding of the
People’s Republic the peasants, ex-
ploiting all the great potentialities and
advantages of the commune form of
organization and backed by the entire
nation, successfully combated nature
at its fiercest, greatly alleviated the
damages and undertook many projects
hitherto considered impossible. This
is indeed a great victory for the nation.

Prominent, too, in this year's parade
were the members of the more than
30 urban people’s communes organized
in Peking early this year. Former
housewives demonstrated the radical
change in their lives with decorated
vans displaying machine tools, farm
implements, chemical fertilizer, elec-
trical appliances and household goods
produced in their own factories. Their
buoyancy, their smiling faces, the
cheers with which they answered the
applause of the spectators, the glowing
contingent of more than 100 healthy,
happy commune-run nursery tots
wheeled in gaily decorated prams by
proud nurses — all provided an insight
into the new lease of life the people’s
communes have given to these house-
wives-turned-workers.

Impressive too was the march past
of the armed people’s militia. Workers,
peasants and students, these young
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men and women paraded in ten
phalanges, carrying tommy-guns,
heavy machine-guns and even mortars.
The crowds in the square greeted
them shouting “Defend the mother-
land!” “Liberate Taiwan!” and “U.S.
aggressors, get out of Taiwan!” The
preparedness and high spirit of China’s
militia underscored its growing im-
portance in national defence and in
checking imperialist aggression and
safeguarding world peace.

University students carried a huge
portrait of Chairman Mao and a model
of The Selected Works of Mao Tse-
tung. These young intellectuals of
New China are arming themselves
with the teachings of Mao Tse-tung
and devoting themselves to the cause
of the people. 500 Tibetan students of
Lthe Institute of Nationalities, all former
serfs, danced their traditional festival
dance past the cheering Tien An Men.
For them it was a dual celebration of
National Day and their own liberation.
In the past year, democratic reform
has in the main been completed in
Tibet; 90 per cent of the peasant
households have joined the mutual-aid
teams; and this year Tibet is harvest-
ing the biggest crop in its history.

Actors and artists provided a vivid
presentation of China’s flourishing
culture guided by the policy — “Lit-
erature and art in the service of work-
ers, peasants and soldiers.” Before the
eyes of the happy spectators there
unfolded a dazzling pageant of the
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rich and varied repertoire of Chinese
and foreign, contemporary and clas-
sical plays, operas and films now
being shown in China’s theatres —a
striking expression of the fruitful
policy of “A hundred flowers blossom-
ing, and a hundred schools of thought
contending.” In the ranks of the ath-
letes marched members of the Chinese
mountaineering expedition which suc-
cessfully climbed Mount Jolmo Lung-
ma. Bearing a huge model of the
scarlet five-starred national flag which
floats over the world’s highest peak,
these heroes, along with some 700
colleagues dressed in mountain climb-
er's green and blue, were a fitting
symbol of the resolve of the Chinese
people to scale the heights in building
their homeland into a powerful social-
ist state with modern industry, agri-
culture, science and culture.

International Solidarity

International solidarity stood out in
bold relief in the Peking celebrations.
Some 2,000 foreign guests from more

than 70 countries and regions
of all five continents took their
place in the reviewing stands.

Recurrent in the parade were the
vibrant shouts of “Long live the unity
of the socialist camp headed by the
Soviet Union!” “Resolutely support the
natienal and democratic revolutionary
movementls in Asia, Africa and Latin
America!” “Oppose U.S. imperialist
policies of aggression and war!” “Strive
for disarmament and banning of
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nuclear weapons!” “Resolutely safe-
guard world peace, uphold the Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence!”
and “Long live world peace!” Tsinghua
University students displayed a huge
globe capped by a burning torch,
symbolizing the flames of worldwide
struggle against imperialism and
colonialism. Around the globe boys
and girls, dressed in varied national
costumes, linked hands in a portrayal
of the unity of the peoples. As they
entered the square there rose from
their midst and hovered over the
delighted spectators a whole flight of
peace doves.

The paraders enthusiastically cheered
their foreign guests and were in
turn cheered by them. Many workers
shouted expressions of gratitude for
the aid and help extended to China's
socialist construction by the Soviet
Union and other fraternal countries
and the support given by the world’s
peoples. They shouted: “Long live the
unbreakable friendship of the Chinese
and Soviet peoples!” “Long live the
solidarity of the socialist camp headed
by the Soviet Union!” and “Resolutely
support the revolutionary struggles of
the working class and labouring people
in the capitalist countries!” There was
a most moving scene when the dele-
gales from the fraternal socialist coun-
tries joined the ranks of the members
of the eight friendship people’s com-
munes on the city's outskirts, ex-
changed souvenirs and lustily raised
their voices as one in the Chinese song
Socialism Is Good.

Throughout the {wo-hour parade,
one could sense the deep ties linking
the marchers with the foreign delegates
on the reviewing stands. They shared
the joys of the Chinese people, under-
standing that every success of China's
strengthens the common cause- Faber
Paul, Chief Procurator of the Republic
of Guinea and head of the Guinean
Lawyers’ Delegation, exclaimed: “Here
we find the real great wall of China—
the Chinese people, the truly great
strength of humanity.” Members of
the Cuban Cultural Delegation shouted
“Cuba-China” again and again. Dr.
Vicentina Antuna Tavio, head of the
delegation, expressed her feelings in
these words: “We felt in the parade
how profoundly the Chinese people
support their revolution and how hard
they are working in its cause.” Cuban
friends, many of whom are themselves
militiamen in Cuba, were especially
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moved by the spirit of the people’s
militia. Someone among them ex-
claimed: “With a whole people in
arms, the schemes of the U.S. imperial-
ists and their lackeys will get no-
where.” And an Algerian delegate,
pointing his finger at the militia
women, declared: “This has special
significance for us. We, too, will take
this path. It has been increasingly
clear to our country and people that
only by taking up arms could we deal
a telling blow to the imperialists.”
The head of the Japan-China Friend-
ship Association Delegation Shinichiro
Omori said with deep emotion:
“Standing on this reviewing stand, 1
feel even more strongly that the peo-
ples of the world are one big family.
We are determined to drive U.S. im-
perialism out of our country and out
of all of Asial!”

At the end of the parade, when the
vast crowds surged forward to the
Tien An Men Gate and when Chairman
Mao Tse-tung, Chairman Liu Shao-chi
and other leaders and distinguished
foreign guests walked to both ends of
the rostrum warmly greeting the spec-
tators, a wave of excitement passed
through the reviewing stands and the
foreign delegates broke into a great
ovation.

That evening, several hundred thou-
sand Peking citizens again streamed
into Tien An Men Square to wind up
the great day in a mammoth carnival of
singing and dancing. While Chairman
Mao Tse-tung, Chairman Liu Shao-chi,
other Party and government leaders
and distinguished foreign guests
watched the jubilation from atop
Tien An Men Gate, hundreds of
foreign guests mingled with the festive
crowds. Against a glittering sky lit
up by colourful firework displays and
searchlight, they danced, sang or
simply joined the general gaiety till
well after midnight.

Grand On-the-Eve Reception

On the previous night, the eve of
National Day, Premier Chou En-lai
gave a grand reception at the Great
ITall of the People. There in the
colourfully decorated banquet hall,
leaders of the Chinese Communist
Parly, government and people’s organi-
zations, representatives of the various
nationalities and overseas Chinese sat
side by side with the 2,000 foreign
guests in Peking for the [estivities.
Dressed in multi-coloured costumes and
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chatting in all ton-
gues, their presence
once again high-
lighted the great
unity of Chinese peo-
ple and the popularity
of their cause.

Chairman Liu Shao-
chi proposed a toast.
“We thank all our
friends who have
come to China to
attend our National
Day celebrations,” he
said. “Let wus unite.
Unite, people of the
world! Let us drink
to the friendship of
the people of various

countries, to world
peace, to indepen-
dence and liberation
for all oppressed
nations, to democ-
racy and freedom,
to social progress

and to the health of
all the guests attend-
ing the reception.”

Premier Chou En-lai spoke early in
the reception (for full text see page 19).
Extending a heartfelt welcome to the
foreign guests on behalf of the Chinese
people and Government, the Premier
expressed the deep gratilude of the
Chinese people for the international
support given them. He said: “The
Chinese people will never be unworthy
of the expectations and encourage-
ment of the peoples of all other
countries. We are determined to
advance victoriously with even firmer
resolve along the charted path
towards the set goal. . . . The Chinese
people are determined to strengthen
further their unity with the peoples
of the other socialist countries and
with the peoples of the whole world
and struggle to the end for the
victory of our common cause.”

Nationwide and Worldwide
Celebrations

Celebrations in other parts of the
couniry though different in scale from
Peking’s were like in spirit. From
Shanghai on the coast to Urumchi in
westernmost Sinkiang, from Harbin in
the northeast to Kunming in the
scuthwest, the people rejoiced on this
great anniversary in the great triumph

Happy paraders passing the reviewing stand

of Marxism-Leninism in China and
in their achievements under the
leadership of the Communist Party.
On the Fukien front, the P.L.A. marked
the anniversary with a special order:
on October 1 and 3 no shells would be
fired on Quemoy and other Chiang
Kai-shek occupied coastal islands.

National Day greetings were re-
ceived from the Soviet Union and
other fraternal  countries, from
fraternal Communist Parties, from
governments of other countries and
from people's organizations. Chinese
embassies and legations gave gala re-
ceptions attended by the government
leaders of the host countries and
thousands ‘of People’s China’s well-
wishers. Friendship weeks and cele-
bration activities were organized in
many countries. In Moscow, a pictorial
exhibit on China’s economic con-
struction was held. It introduced the
great achievements of China’s Second
Five-Year Plan and the people’s com-
munes. In the Congo, in the city of
Leopoldviile, a Congo-China associa-
tion was formed. In Cuba, celebrations
were on a mass scalee. New China
counts her friends the world over.

Peking Review
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HONGQI

Slighting the Enemy Strategically and Taking
Full Account of Him Tactically

Following is a translation of an editorial published in
“Hongqi,” No. 19, October 1, 1960.—Ed.

THE fourth volume of the Selected Works of Mao
Tse-tung (Chinese edition — Ed.) was published on
the 11th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Re-
public of China. We enthusiastically celebrate the 11th
anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of
China and the publication of the fourth volume of the
Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung.

The victory won in_the Chinese revolution 11 years
ago was a great turning point in Chinese history. It over-
threw the reactionary rule of imperialism, feudalism and
bureaucrat-capitalism which weighed down on the Chi-
nese people, established a new China of the people’s dem-
ocratic dictatorship and ushered in a new era in Chinese
history. As a result of this victory, the Chinese people
have stood up and the day has come at last when the
Chinese people have emerged from their humiliation and
taken an honoured position. The victory of the Chinese
revolution is a world event of great historic significance
following the victory of the October Revolution in Russia
and the victory of the world anti-fascist war. It has
breached the imperialist front in the East, dealt a
mortal blow to the colonialist system of imperialism,
greatly strengthened the socialist camp headed by the
Soviet Union, further changed the face of the world, and
tremendously inspired the people the world over who
are struggling for liberation from oppression by imperial-
ism and reaction.

The victory of the Chinese revolution is a victory of
Marxism-Leninism, a victory of the thought of Mao Tse-
tung. The theoretical guidance of Comrade Mao Tse-tung
played an extremely great and decisive role in the Chinese
people’s protracted revolutionary struggles to win
victory over their domestic and foreign enemies. Comrade
Mao Tse-tung is a master at integrating the universal
principles of Marxism-Leninism with the concrete practice
of the Chinese revolution; he creatively developed
Marxism-Leninism in the complex circumstances of the
Chinese revolution and in extremely sharp class struggles.
The Third Revolutionary Civil War was the period when
revolution and counter-revolution fought their decisive
battle during the stage of the Chinese democratic revolu-
tion and when the Chinese revolution advanced from local
to countrywide victories. During this period, Comrade
Mao Tse-tung’s theories on the Chinese revolution were
put into practice on an overall scale and further devel-
oped. Marx said: “Theory becomes a material force as
soon as it has gripped the masses.” During the Third
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Revolutionary Civil War, guided by Comrade Mao Tse-
tung’s theories, the Chinese people brought their revolu-
tionary spirit fully into pl;:y and became an invincible
force. It was this force that utterly smashed the reac-
tionary rule of the Kuomintang backed by U.S. imperial-
ism.

HINA stood at the crossroads after the victory of the

War of Resistance to Japanese Aggression. U.S. im-
perialism and the Chiang Kai-shek reactionary clique want-
ed to reduce China into a U.S. colony. The Chinese Com-
munist Party and the Chinese people wanted to turn it
into a new China belonging to the masses of the people
and led by the proletariat. In these circumstances, wheth-
er our Party should take the revolutionary line and
resolutely lead the people of the whole country to over-
throw the reactionaries or take an opportunist line, throw
away the fruits of the people’s victory and compromise
with and surrender to imperialism and its lackeys became
a momentous issue which concerned the destiny of the
Chinese nation. At the start of the Third Revolutionary
Civil War, the Chinese people faced extremely difficult
conditions in their struggles. At that time, the balance of
forces was in favour of the Chiang Kai-shek Kuomintang.
They had a military force of more than four million men,
controlled an area with a population of more than 300
million people, held the big cities, had taken over all the
equipment of the one million-strong Japanese invading
army in China, and received enormous military and finan-
cial aid from the U.S. Government. The People’s Libera-
tion Army at that time, however, had only 1,200,000 men;
the liberated areas had a population of only a little over
100 million and, owing to the fact that the agrarian reform
was not yet completed and counter-revolutionaries had
not been completely weeded out, the revolutionary rear
was still not consolidated. In these circumstances, the
fire-breathing U.S.-Chiang Kai-shek reactionaries vainly
hoped to overwhelm the Chinese people with a counter-
revolutionary civil war. Taking the stand of a thorough
proletarian revolutionary, Comrade Mao Tse-tung dis-
played the great, heroic spirit of the Chinese proletariat; he
pointed out to the Party and the people that the domestic
and foreign reactionaries must and could certainly be
defeated. He pointed out that we must firmly oppose
those timid and impotent right opportunist ideas which
feared U.S. imperialism, overestimated the strength of the
Kuomintang reactionaries, and did not dare to defeat
them and to win victory. It was under the guidance of
the revolutionary line of Comrade Mao Tse-tung that the
Chinese people defeated their strong enemies and won
victory.



As Comrade Mao Tse-tung sees it, all reactionaries
are paper tigers. When the U.S.-Chiang Kai-shek reac-
tionaries launched the countrywide civil war, Comrade Mao
Tse-tung said to the American correspondent Anna Louise
Strong: “All reactionaries are paper tigers. In appear-
ance, they are frightening, but in reality they don’t amount
to much. From the long-term point of view, it is the
people who really have great strength, and not the reac-
tionaries.” In the light of rich historical experience,
Comrade Mao Tse-tung pointed out that the powerful tsar
of Russia was just a paper tiger which was swept away
by one blast of the Russian revolution; the same was the
case with reactionaries like Hitler, Mussolini and Japanese
imperialism. Chiang Kai-shek and his supporters, the
U.S. reactionaries, were also paper tigers. In regarding
all reactionaries as paper tigers, Comrade Mao Tse-tung
sees completely eye to eye with Lenin who called the im-
perialists and the “world-mighty” Anglo-French imperial-
ism as “colossi with feet of clay.”

Concerning the international situation at that time,
Comrade Mao Tse-tung pointed out that the anti-democrat-
ic, imperialist camp headed by the United States was
organized “to oppose the entire democratic forces headed
by the Soviet Union, and are preparing for war in the
hope that some day —in the distant future — they can
launch a third world war and defeat the democratic forces.
This is a vain and mad scheme. All the democratic forces
of the world must defeat it and they certainly can. The
world anti-imperialist camp is more powerful than the
imperialist camp. It is we, not the enemy, who enjoy
superiority.” “All views that overestimate the strength
of the enemy and underestimate the strength of the peo-
ple are wrong. Together with all the democratic forces of
the world, we certainly can, if we make strenuous efforts,
defeat the imperialist plan of enslavement, prevent a third
world war, overthrow all reactionary rule and win last-
ing peace for mankind.”** Speaking of the Chiang Kai-
shek reactionary clique which was armed to the teeth by
the United States and which at that time appeared to be
very strong, Comrade Mao Tse-tung scornfully pointed
out that the people’s “millet plus rifles” was more power-
ful than Chiang Kai-shek’s aircraft plus tanks. Comrade
Mao Tse-tung said that, so far as the size and equipment
of the army was concerned, we were for the time being
not as strong as the reactionaries, but “the day will cer-
tainly come when these reactionaries will fail and we shall
win. There is no other explanation for this than the fact
that the reactionaries represent reaction, while we repre-
sent progress.”{ In “The Present Situation and Our
Tasks” Comrade Mao Tse-tung again pointed out: “Chiang
Kai-shek’s military superiority was only temporary and
could play only a temporary role and that likewise the
aid from U.S. imperialism could play only a temporary
role, while the anti-popular character of Chiang Kai-shek's
war and the feeling of the people were factors that would
play a constant role; it is precisely here that the People’s

*“Interview with Anna Louise Strong, American Corre-
spondent.”

**“The Present Situation and Our Tasks.”

t “Interview with Anna Louise Strong, American Corre-
spondent.”
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Liberation Army enjoys superiority. Patriotic, just and
revolutionary in character, the war waged by the People's
Liberation Army is bound to receive the support of the
whole nation. This is the political foundation for victory
over Chiang Kai-shek.” It was precisely on the basis of
such a scientific analysis of our own and the enemy’s
strength that Comrade Mao Tse-tung put forward his idea
of slighting the enemy strategically.

TO regard imperialism and all reactionaries as paper

tigers is a fundamental strategic thinking of Comrade
Mao Tse-tung. Comrade Mao Tse-tung taught us that all
Marxist-Leninists who genuinely want to lead the op-
pressed people to overthrow reactionary rule must dare
to wage struggle and dare to win victory. Comrade
Mao Tse-tung has pointed out many times that from the
strategic point of view, and in appraising the situation as
a whole we slight the enemy and difficulties, while from
the tactical point of view and in regard to any particular
situation we take full account of the enemy and difficul-
ties; these two aspects must be closely integrated. In
summing up the experience of the Second Revolutionary
Civil War, Comrade Mao Tse-tung said that “our strategy
is to pit one against ten, while our tactic is to pit ten
against one — this is one of the fundamental principles by
means of which we beat the enemy.”* This guiding prin-
ciple of Comrade Mao Tse-tung applies not only to our
military struggles but to political struggles as well; not
only to defeating our enemy, but to doing a good job in
all kinds of work and overcoming all difficulties in the
path of advance. Comrade Mao Tse-tung said:

We oppose overestimation of the enemy’s strength.
For example, fear of U.S. imperialism; fear of fighting
battles in the Kuomintang areas; fear of abolishing the
comprador-feudal system, of dividing up the land of the
landlords and of confiscating bureaucrat-capital; fear of
prosecuting a long-drawn-out war, and so on. All this
is wrong. Imperialism throughout the world and the
rule of the reactionary Chiang Kai-shek clique in China
are already rotten and have no future. We have reason
to slight them and we are certain and confident that we
shall defeat all enemies of the Chinese people, both in-
ternal and external. But in regard to any particular
situation or specific struggle (military, political, economic
or ideological), we must never slight the enemy; on the
contrary, we can win victory only when we take full
account of him and devote all our efforts to the fight.
While we correctly point out that in appraising the situ-
ation as a whole and from the strategic point of view we
should slight the enemy, we must never slight him in
regard to any particular situation or on any specific ques-
tion. If we overestimate the strength of our enemies as a
whole and hence do not dare to overthrow them and win
victory, we shall be committing errors of right oppor-
tunism. If in any particular situation or on any specific
question we do not use caution, do not study carefully the
art of struggle, do not devote all our efforts to the fight
and do not pay attention to winning over all the allies
that should be won over (middle peasants, self-employed
handicraftsmen and small traders, the middle bourgeoisie,
students, teachers, professors and intellectuals in general,
the ordinary government employees, the professionals and

*“Strategic Problems of China’s Revolutionary War.”
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the enlightened gentry), we shall be committing errors of
“left” opportunism.*

During the Chinese revolutionary wars, our army
adopted the operational method of “mustering an over-
whelming force to wipe out the enemy piecemeal” and this
is a concentrated expression of Comrade Mao Tse-tung's
idea of taking full account of the enemy tactically. Comrade
Mao Tse-tung has always emphasized that to fight a battle
needs serious preparation and no battle should be fought
unless preparations have been made beforehand and the
outcome is assured. An absolutely overwhelming force
must be mustered in each battle, two, three, four and
sometimes even five or six times the enemy’s strength, so
as to completely wipe out the enemy. He always stressed
that in doing any kind of work it is necessary to make
careful investigation and study and know how things are
going. In fighting a battle, for instance, the balance of
forces between us and our enemy needs to be calculated
accurately and on this basis our operational plans are then
mapped out to wipe out the enemy in a systematic, plan-
ned way. As Comrade Mao Tse-tung has always stressed,
it is necessary to split the enemy and be skilful in making
use of the enemy’s contradictions to smash the enemy
piecemeal. Comrade Mao Tse-tung has constantly em-
phasized the need to unite with all the forces that can be
united with, including even temporary allies or neutral
forces. Comrade Mao Tse-tung has consistently stressed
the necessity of adopting appropriate forms of struggle
and organization to mobilize the masses to carry out rev-
olutionary struggles, according to time, place and condi-
tions. Comrade Mao Tse-tung has always emphasized
that consideration should be given to all kinds of
situations which might arise, striving for the best and
preparing for the worst, so as to ensure that we can, under
any circumstances, hold the initiative and make our posi-
tion invincible. During the Third Revolutionary Civil
War, Comrade Mao Tse-tung, on the basis of these ideas,
correctly directed the major campaigns on all the battle-
fields; correctly guided the development and consolidation
of all the liberated areas: correctly formulated the funda-
mental policies leading to victory, such as on the agrarian
reform, the united front, urban work. consolidation and
building of the Party, consolidation and building of the
army, the weeding out of counter-revolutionaries and
development of production; and thereby ensured the
victory of the revolution.

HE comrades within our Party who committed right or

“left” errors have all of them gone contrary to Comrade
Mao Tse-tung’s idea of slighting the enemy strategically
and taking full account of him tactically. Right opportun-
ism, the Chen Tu-hsiu’s right opportunism during the First
Revolutionary Civil War, for instance, always looked on the
counter-revolutionary forces as being powerful and dared
not slight them strategically, dared not struggle against
them, dared not mobilize and lead the masses of people
to win victory, and adopted a capitulationist policy to-
wards the reactionaries. “Left” opportunism, the “left”
opportunism that appeared on three occasions during the
Second Revolutionary Civil War, for instance, always adopt-

*“Some Important Problems of OQur Party’'s Present
Policy.”
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ed a rash attitude in waging struggles against the enemy,
did not take full account of the enemy tactically, did not
recognize that revolution calls for preparation of or-
ganized subjective strength, did not know how to make
use of the enemy’s internal contradictions and unite with
all the allies that could be united with, and adopted adven-
turist policies. Both right and “left” opportunist lines in the
history of our Party resulted in reducing the size of our
revolutionary forces and led to setbacks and failures in
the revolution. Comrade Mao Tse-tung's idea of slight-
ing the enemy strategically and taking full account of him
tactically is precisely a scientific summation of the his-
torical experience gained in combating these erroneous
lines. This idea not only manifests boundless devotion to
the cause of the proletarian revolution, utterly fearless
courage, determination and confidence in daring to win
revolutionary victory; but it also indicates the wisdom of
Marxism-Leninism, and adeptness in waging struggles
against the enemy and winning victory step by step. The
history of the Chinese revolution proves that the revolu-
tionary line based on this idea, in contrast to the results
vielded by opportunist lines, has augmented the revolu-
tionary forces and led them from defeat to victory, from
local to countrywide victories.

TH.E idea of slighting the enemy strategically and taking

full account of him tactically is built on the basis
of the world outlook of dialectical materialism and his-
torical materialism and on firm confidence in the people’s
strength. This is an important development of the
Marxist-Leninist strategic and tactical theories made by
Comrade Mao Tse-tung. That the forces of reaction are
bound to perish and the new-born forces are bound to
triumph is an objective law independent of man’s will.
Therefore, we have every reason and justification to slight
the forces of reaction strategically and we are confident
and certain that by relying on the people’s strength we
can defeat them. At the same time, every revolutionary
must understand that the extinction of the forces of re-
action and the triumph of the new-born forces cannot be
brought about over-night: a process of struggle with twists
and turns, a process proceeding from quantitative to quali-
tative change, a process proceeding from partial qualitative
change to full-scale qualitative change must be gone
through. Therefore, we should not adopt a rash attitude
in our struggle against the enemy; we must take full ac-
count of the enemy tactically, work hard, accumulate
strength gradually and wipe out the enemy step by step.

There are some -people who, proceeding from a meta-
physical world outlook, consider that to slight the enemy
strategically and regard all reactionaries as paper tigers
represents an “adventurist” point of view. On the other
hand, they hold that to take full account of the enemy
tactically manifests an overestimation of the strength of
the enemy and an underestimation of one’s own strength.
These people do not understand that just as all things in
the world have a dual character, imperialism and all reac-
tionaries have a dual character too. Their ways of think-
ing are subjective and one-sided. They hold that it is in-
compatible to slight the enemy strategically and to take
full account of him tactically at the same time. In their
view, since we slight the enemy strategically we should
slight him tactically too; or since we take full account of
the enemy tactically we should take full account of him
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strategically too. It is quite obvious that these people do
not understand Marxist dialectics at all. A passage in a
speech made by Comrade Mao Tse-tung at a meeting of
the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the Chi-
nese Communist Party held in Wuchang in December 1958
gave the best answer to this question. He said: All the
reactionary, backward and decadent classes, in face of the
decisive struggle waged by the people, also have their dual
character. “On the one hand, they are real tigers; they
eat people, eating up people by the million or by tens of
millions. The cause of the people’s struggle undergoes
a period of difficulties and hardships, and its path presents
many twists and turns. To eliminate the rule of im-
perialism, feudalism and bureaucrat-capitalism in China,
it had taken the Chinese people more than a hundred
vears and cost them something like tens of millions of
lives before victory was achieved in 1949. You see,
weren’t imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat-capitalism
living tigers, iron tigers, real tigers? But, on the other
hand, they changed in the end into paper tigers, dead
tigers, bean-curd tigers. These are historical facts. Haven’t
people witnessed or heard of these facts? Indeed, there
are thousands upon thousands of them! Literally thou-
sands upon thousands! Therefore, imperialism and all
reactionaries, when judged by their essence and on a long-
term and strategic view, must be taken for what they real-
ly are, namely, paper tigers. On this point our strategic
thinking should be based. But then they are also living
tigers, iron tigers, real tigers, capable of eating up people.
And on this point our tactical thinking and ideas on how
battles are to be fought out should be based.”*

OMRADE Mao Tse-tung’s idea of slighting the enemy

strategically and taking full account of him tactically
has armed and inspired Chinese Communists and the Chi-
nese people, enabling them to have a firm revolutionary
confidence and determination, to grasp the correct method
of waging struggles to defeat the enemies and overcome dif-
ficulties, to combine revolutionary boldness with revolu-
tionary wisdom and the revolutionary spirit of daring to
win victory with the dextrous art of struggle. This is
of tremendous significance in overthrowing the enemy and
winning revolutionary victories. To slight the enemy
strategically and at the same time take full account of
him tactically is a fundamental law in defeating the
enemy. This law has been proved by revolutionary ex-
perience in past history and by the experience of the
Chinese revolution and it will continue to be proved by
the victorious development of the revolution of the people
of the world in days to come.

On the occasion of celebrating the 11th anniversary
of the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the peo-
ple of our country, holding high the three red banners of
the general line, the big leap forward and the people’s
commune, are striving to speed up the socialist revolution
and socialist construction. Together with the peoples of
the great Soviet Union and the other socialist countries
and the people all over the world, the people of our coun-
try are fighting against imperialism and colonialism,
against modern revisionism, for the defence of world

* Introductory note to “Interview with Anna Louise Strong,
American Correspondent,” Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung,
Volume 1V, Chinese Edition.
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peace, and for national independence, democratic free-
dom and the victory of the socialist cause. To win vie-
tories in these struggles, we still have to apply well this
fundamental strategic and tactical idea of slighting the
enemy and difficulties strategically and taking full ac-
count of them tactically. Many articles in the fourth
volume of the Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung give a
very good exposition of this idea. It is a volume with an
extremely rich content. On the basis of the practical ex-
perience of the revolutionary movement, it presents a
creative development of many theoretical questions of
Marxism-Leninism, such as on the .understanding of the
class nature of reactionaries and the tactics in the strug-
gle against the enemy, on revolutionary two-tactics against
counter-revolutionary two-tactics, on defeating favourably
placed enemies with inferior armed forces, on building
the people’s army, on uniting with more than 90 per cent
of the people to form the broadest revolutionary united
front, on the principles and policy of the agrarian re-
form, on Party building, on the transformation of the
democratic revolution into the socialist revolution, on the
theory and policy of the people’s democratic dictatorship,
and on the analysis of the international situation after the
Second World War. This volume is a great Marxist-
Leninist work. We must study it seriously, and through
these studies, raise our Marxist-Leninist ideological level,
strengthen our unity, build our country industiriously and
thriftily, work hard and get our work done well and
march forward bravely to build our country into a great
socialist power with a modern industry, modern agriculture
and modern science and culture.
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RENMIN RIBAO

The Thought of Mao Tse-tung Is the Victorious

Banner of the Great Revolution of
The Chinese Peqple

Following is a translation of the “Renmin Ribao”
editorial published on September 30, 1960, in celebration of
the publication of the fourth volume of the “Selected
Works of Mao Tse-tung.” — Ed.

HE fourth volume of the Selected Works of Mao Tse-

tung has been published. It brings together Comrade
Mao Tse-tung's important writings of the period from
the Japanese surrender in 1945 to the time before the
People’s Republic of China was founded in 1949. This
period is generally known as the period of the Third Rev-
olutionary Civil War or the period of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s War of Liberation. During this new period of the
Chinese people’s great revolution, the Chinese people,
under the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party
headed by Ccmrade Mao Tse-tung, finally and completely
overthrew the reactionary rule of imperialism, feudalism
and bureaucrat-capitalism and established a republic of
the people’s democratic dictatorship, led by the proletariat
and based on the alliance of workers and peasants, and
so brought to completion the cause of the national and
democratic revolution of the Chinese people of the past
century and more. During this period, Comrade Mao
Tse-tung carried further the integration of the universal
truths of Marxism-Leninism with the concrete practice
of the Chinese revolution and continued to enrich and
develop the theory and tactics of the Chinese revolution.
The victory won by the Chinese people under the guidance
of Comrade Mao Tse-tung was another great victory in
the history of mankind, following on the victory of the
Great October Revolution and of the anti-fascist war.
It created a new epcch in China’s history and breached a
big gap in the imperialist front in the East, greatly
strengthening the socialist canip headed by the Soviet
Union and once again changing the face of the world.
The victory of Marxism-Leninism in so big a country in
the East proved with irrefutable facts that Marxism-

Leninism is universal truth, ever-victorious and applicable
everywhere,

When the War of Resistance to Japanese Aggression
ended, China’s ruling clique of big landlords and big
bourgeoisie, represented by Chiang Kai-shek, tried to
seize the fruits of victory in the War of Resistance. The
Japanese imperialists had been driven out by the Chi-
nese people, but the U.S. imperialists burst in. The Chiang
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Kai-shek ruling clique was bent on keeping China under
the control of U.S. imperialism as a semi-colonial and
semi-feudal state, under the dictatorship of the. big
landlords and big bourgeoisie. This was the reactionary
and counter-revolutionary road. The Chinese Communist
Party and the Chinese people were resolutely opposed to
this reactionary and counter-revolutionary road taken by
Chiang Kai-shek, to the sell-out of China once again by
Chiang Kai-shek to U.S. imperialism. They wanted to
safeguard the fruits of the Chinese people’s victory and
advocated the founding of a new China of the masses of
the people and under the leadership of the proletariat.
This was the revolutionary road of the people’s liberation.
The decisive struggle between the two destinies, the two
futures, facing China is the historical background to the
fourth volume of the Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung.

HE Chinese people had experienced dozens of years

of civil war and the eight years of the War of Resist-
ance to Japanese Aggression. So when the War of
Resistance to Japanese Aggression ended, they longed for
internal peace and opposed Chiang Kai-shek’s unleashing
once again a counter-revolutionary civil war. The Chi-
nese Communist Party saw through Chiang Kai-shek's
schemes for preparing a counter-revolutionary civil war;
however, it still exerted the utmost efforts and exercised
the greatest patience in seeking ways to avoid civil war
and realize peace. To this end, Comrade Mao Tse-tung
went to Chungking in person and held talks with Chiang
Kai-shek for more than a month. The Chinese Commun-
ist Party put forward proposals to bring peace to the
country. When one proposal was rejected, a second was
put forward. When the second was turned down, a third
and a fourth were presented. This was repeated a num-
ber of times, and, keeping to the prerequisite of not
damaging the basic interests of the people, possible con-
cessions were made. The patience and magnanimity dis-
played by the Chinese Communist Party earned it the
sympathy of the whole people. Under popular pressure,
Chiang Kai-shek was forced to sign the agreement on
“peaceful national reconstruction” with the Chinese Com-
munist Party. But from beginning to end Chiang Kai-
shek obstinately refused to recognize the legal status of
the people’s army and the democratic state power in the
liberated areas and ,was unwilling to reach agreement
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with the Chinese Communist Party on the questions of
the people’s army and the liberated areas. Later, the
Chinese Communist Parly and other political parties held
a political consultative conference with the Kuomintang
and adopted the “programme for peaceful national re-
construction” and the uve principles for the reorganiza-
tion of the national government. All these agreements
were the result of the great efforts made by the Chinese
Communist PParty and the people of the whole country.

Comrade Mao Tse-tung pointed out: “Even such
agreement as has been reached is only on paper. Words
on paper are not deeds. Facts have shown that a very
big effort must be made before they can become deeds.”
Therefore, despite the peace agreement, it wags still neces-
sary to maintain keen vigilance towards the Kuomintang's
plot to undermine peace.

In short, while conducting peace talks, we should do
our best to win peace but at the same time constantly
expose the enemy’s “peace” fraud so as to show up the
enemy to the masses in his true colours; we should stick
to principles and defend the basic interests of the people,
but at the same time it is permissible to make certain
necessary concessions so long as the principle of not
damaging the basic interests of the people is observed;
we should not readily trust the enemy’s promises, nor
should we fear the threats of the enemy; we should firmly
uphold the agreements already reached and at the same
time prepare well for any sudden attack by the enemy
when he tears up those agreements, and resolutely deal
counter-blows to the enemy's attacks,

THE last thing the reactionaries hope for is peace. In

+ July, 1946, Chiang Kai-shek tore up all the agreements
reached in the talks between the Communist Party and
the Kuomintang and in the political censultative con-
ference and launched an all-out offensive against the
liberated areas. In so doing, he himself exposed his utterly
ruthless and treacherous nature and completely isolated
himself from the whole people. On the revolutionary
side, the broadest people’s democratic united front was
formed, led by the proletariat and its political party and
based on the worker-peasant alliance: politically, the rev-
olution was in an unprecedentedly favourable position,
with an overwhelming superiority over the enemy. This
change in the political situation fully confirmed the con-
clusion drawn by Comrade Mao Tse-tung from his con-
crete, class analysis of Chinese society at that time in
the light of Marxism-Leninism. This conclusion of
Comrade Mao Tse-tung idcologically armed the people
throughout the country and greatly enhanced their con-
fidence in the fight for the victory of the revolution. In
the first year ef the War of Liberation (from July 1946
to June 1947) Chiang Kai-shek, with large-scale assist-
ance from U.S. imperialism, was able temporarily to
maintain a strategic offensive while the People’s Libera-
tion Army was strategically on the defensive. At this
stage, the central task for our Party was to smash Chiang
Kai-shek’s armed offensives thoroughly by a war of self-
defence. In the many important documents which he
wrote in this period, Comrade Mao Tse-tung clearly
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pointed out the road to victory in the revolutionary war,
repudiated right opportunist ideas and the theory that
“weapons decide everything” which overestimate the
strength ol the enemy and date not fight against him, set
forth the operational principles of the People’s Liberation
Army and formulated the line of developing the Libera-
tion War into a broad people’s war. On the basis of a
penetrating analysis of the domestic and international
situation, Comrade Mao Tse-tung put forward the well-
known thesis that “All reaclionaries are paper tigers.”
He held that, taking the very essence of things, judging
from the trend of historical development and the situa-
tion of the struggle as a whole, all the reactionaries, who
appeared strong, should be treated as paper tigers; the
revolutionary people had good reason to slight them and
should formulate their strategic thinking on that basis.
Comrade Mao Tse-tung also pointed out that while
slighting the enemy strategically, we should take full ac-
count of him tactically. The operational method of
“mustering an overwhelming force to wipe out the enemy
piecemeal” put forward by him embodies in military
affairs the principle of taking full account of the enemy
tactically. The application of this operational method in
the War ol Liberation transformed the enemy’s strategic
superiority over our army into the superiority of our army
over the enemy in campaigns and battles under condi-
tions in which the enemy forces were strong and ours
were weak and the enemy forces were big and ours were
small, and helped us achieve the objective of continuously
annihilating the effectives of the enemy until the People's
Liberaticn Army firally passed over from the defensive
to the offensive and the enemy from the offensive to
the defensive.

IN the report on “The Present Situation and Our Tasks,”
made in December 1947, Comrade- Mao Tse-tung
pointed out: “In the part of the world which is China,
the People’s Liberation Army has turned rcund the wheel
of counter-revolution of U.S. imperialism and its lackey,
the Chiang Kai-shek bandit gang, and sent it down the
road to destruction and is pushing forward its own chariot
of revolution along the road to victory. This marks u
turning point in history.” With this tremendous devel-
opment in the revolutionary situation, Comrade Mao
Tse-tung also pointed out: “The enemy is now com-
pletely isolated. But his isolation does not mean our
victory. We still cannot win victory if we make mis-
takes in policy.” In order to win victory in the revolu-
tion, it was necessary to place all the Party's policies on
the correct path. At the same time, to ensure that the
Party's policy was correctly carried out, it was necessary
to further strengthen discipline in the Party and the
revolutionary ranks and overccme certain manifestations
of indiscipline and anarchy. The contents of many of the
writings of Comrade Mao Tse-tung in this stage deal
with the Party's policies in various fields and its organi-
zational line. These include the ten major military prin-
ciples, the three-point major economic programme, the
general line and general policy for agrarian reform,
the revolutionary united front, the people’s political
power, Party building and methods of work, etc. The
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series of policies and principles laid down by Comrade
Mao Tse-tung ensured the countrywide victory of the
revolution.

After the successful conclusion of the three maijor
decisive campaigns — the Liaosi-Shenyang Campaign, the
Huai-Hai Campaign and the Peiping-Tientsin Campaign
which were fought in the autumn and winter of 1948 and
in the spring of 1949, the Chinese People’s Liberation War
entered the stage of final victory, and victory in the Chi-
nese revolution became a foregone conclusion. At that
time, to save itself from doom, the Chiang Kai-shek reac-
tionary clique played a new peace trick in an attempt to
preserve the remnant forces of the Kuomintang govern-
ment, win a respite and then stage a comeback and stamp
out the revolution. Notwithstanding, the Chinese Com-
munist Party headed by Comrade Mae Tse-tung still
favoured negotiations with the Kuomintang on condition
that they really benefited the people, for the purpose of
quickly ending the war, achieving real peace and alleviat-
ing the sufferings of the masses of people. At the same
time, Comrade Mao Tse-tung, with the revolutionary firm-
ness and thoroughness of a Marxist-Leninist, made a
timely exposure of the deceptions practised by the reac-
tionaries and dispelled the illusions about peaceful com-
promise spread by the right-wing elements of the bour-
geoisie and the idea of so-called “taking the third road”
they advocated. Comrade Mao Tse-tung issued the great
call to “carry the revolution through to the end.” He
pointed out that the question confronting the Chinese
people was “should we carry the revolution through t»
the end, or should we abandon it half-way? If we want
to carry the revolution through to the end, we should us=
revolutionary methods to wipe out all the forces of reac-
tion resolutely, thoroughly, unreservedly and completely;

- set up on a national scale a republic of the pcople’s
demecratic dictatorship led by the proletariat and with
the worker-peasant alliance as its main body.” To carry
the revolution through to the end meant that we should
completely eliminate the rule of imperialism, feudalism
and bureaucrat-capitalism in China and, at the same time,
prepare to turn China’s bourgeois democratic revolution
into a socialist revolution. Precisely at this juncture,
Comrade Mao Tse-tung creatively put forward a series
of principles and policies concerning the question of the
transformation of the Chinese revolution. In his report
at the Second Plenary Session of the Seventh Central Com-
mitiee of the Party, and the article “On the People’s
Demacratic Dictatorship,” Comrade Mao Tse-tung theoret-
ically expounded in detail the principles and policies con-
cerning the question of the transformation of the revolu-
tion and placed these tasks before the whole Party and
the people throughout the country. The Chinese revolu-
tion advanced precisely in the direction pointed out by
Comrade Mao Tse-tung.

C HINA’S new democratic revolution is a typical example

of a bourgeois democratic revolution led by the pro-
letariat. Lenin in his book Two Tactics of Social-De-
mocracy in the Democratic Revolution outlined the follow-
ing basic tactical principles for the Party in the new type
of bourgeois democratic revolution: the proletariat can
and must become the leader of the bourgeois democratic
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revolution; at the moment when revolution is ripe, armed
uprising by the people is the most important means to
overthrow despotism and strive for a democratic republi-
can system; the political party of the proletariat should
make every preparation to start turning the bourgeois
democratic revolution into a socialist revolution. These
Marxist-Leninist principles have all been creatively ap-
plied and developed in the Chinese revolutionary move-
ment led by the Chinese Communist Party. Their crea-
tive application and development find concentrated
expression in Comrade Mao Tse-tung's works, especially
the fourth volume of the Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung
now published. The Chinese revolution, led by the
proletariat and its political party, is a genuine great revo-
lution of the people. During China’s Third Revolutionary
Civil War, the Chinese Communist Party firmly and
thoroughly carried out the great policy put forward by
Comrade Mao Tse-tung, that is, “boldly rouse the masses
to action, expand the people’s strength and, under the
leadership of our Party, defeat the aggressors and build a
new China,” and thus indeed mobilized the widest sections
of the people, mainly the workers and peasants who make
up the overwhelming majority of the population, and at
the same {ime also the revolutionary progressive intel-
lectuals, and drew them into the revolutionary struggle.
This gave the Chinese revolution unprecedented depth and
breadth.

N his article “Cast Away Illusions and Get Ready for
Struggle,” Comrade Mao Tse-tung summarized the
logic of imperialism and all reactionaries in dealing with
the people’s cause and the logic of the people’s revolu-
tionary cause, the former being “disrupt, fail, again disrupt,
again fail. and so on till doom” and the latter being
“fight, fail, again fight, again fail, but fight on and on
till victory.” The history of the century and more of
the Chinese people’s struggle against imperialism and its
lackeys, the 28 years’ history of the new democratic rev-
olution led by the Chinese Communist Party and the
four years' history of the War of Liberation have borne
witness to this truth. The contradiction is irreconcilable
and the only solution to the contradiction is through
struggle. Anybody who does not recognize this will fall
into the quagmire of opportunism and revisionism. Class
struggle takes all manner of forms. Revolutionary armed
struggle cannot be carried out at will at any time, any-
where, merely on the basis of subjective wishing. Rev-
olutionary armed struggle must take into account
objective and subjective possibilities and the degree of
ripeness of the revolutionary crisis at the given time
and place. It is wrong to wage armed struggle at will
without taking these conditions into consideration or
without the readiness to do the hard work needed to
build up the revolutionary forces. But whenever and
wherever the revolutionary crisis is already ripe, when
the ruling class uses violence to suppress the revolution
and when the might of the revolutionary class has already
grown so strong as to have, as Lenin stated, “the ability
. . . to carry out revolutionary mass actions strong enough
to break (or to undermine) the old government,” daring
or not daring {o fake up arms and engage in resolute
struggle to overthrow the rule of reaction is a question
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of fundamental principle which involves loyalty or dis-
loyalty to the interests of the people and adhering or not
adhering to the revolutionary stand. When Comrade Liu
Shao-chi dealt with China's Third Revolutionary Civil
War in his political report to the Eighth National Con-
gress of the Party, he said: “Unlike the reactionaries, the
people are not warlike. . . . But when the people were
compelled to take up arms, they were completely justified
in doing so. To have opposed the people taking up arms
and demanded that they submit to the attacking enemy
would have been to follow an opportunist line. Here, the
question of following a revolutionary line or an oppor-
tunist line became a major issue involving the question
whether our 600 million people should or should not cap-
ture political power when conditions were ripe.” It was
precisely because our Party, under the leadership of
Comrade Mao Tse-tung, followed the revolutionary line,
irreconcilable with opportunism, and dared to struggle
and dared to win victory that today we have the Chinese
People’s Republic of the people’s democratic dictatorship.

The publication of the fourth volume of the Selected
Works of Mao Tse-tung on the 11th anniversary of the
founding of the Pecple’s Republic of China adds par-

An Introduction

ticular lusire to our festivities. We warmly celebrate this
great anniversary and the publication of this great Marx-
ist-Leninist work which crystallizes the experience of the
victorious Chinese revolution. We are convinced that
publication of the fourth volume of the Selected Works
will bring about a new upsurge in the study of Marxism-
Leninism and Mao Tse-tung's works all over the country.
Through such study, all our functionaries and people in
the country will advance further in their understanding
and mastery of Marxism-Leninism and the thought of Mao
Tse-tung which integrates the universal truths of Marxism-
Leninism with the concrete reality of China, will raise their
theoretical and ideological-political levels and use this
great ideological weapon, develop the spirit of integrating
boundless enthusiasm with scientific analysis, energetically
push the socialist revolution and socialist construction for-
ward, step up the struggle against imperialism and modern
revisionism and for the defence of world peace, and strive
to build China into a great socialist country with a modern
industry, modern agriculture and modern science and
culture.

Let us raise high the banner of the thought of Mao
Tse-tung and march forward in triumph!

Yolume IV of “Selected Works of
Mao Tse-tung”

NEW volume, the fourth volume of the Selected

Works of Mao Tse-tung, in Chinese, edited by the
Publication Committee of the Central Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party for the Selected Works of Mao
Tse-tung, was published by the People's Publishing House
in late September. On October 1 it was put on sale by the
Hsinhua Bookstore and its branches all over the country.

The fourth volume of the Selected Works includes
Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s writings during the period from
August 1945 to Scptember 1949, that is, the period from
the conclusion of the War of Resistance to Japanese Ag-
gression to the founding of the People’s Republic of China.
This is the period of the Third Revolutionary Civil War,
also known as the period of the Chinese People’s Libera-
tion War. It was a new period in the great revolution of
the Chinese people, the period of the decisive battle be-
tween China’s armed revolution and armed counter-
revolution. The decisive struggle between the two des-
tinies and the two futures facing China —a new China of
the broad masses of the people and under the leadership of
the proletariat or the semi-colonial and semi-feudal old
China under the dictatorship of the big landlords and big
bourgeoisie — constitutes the basic content of this period.
Under the correct leadership of the Chinese Communist
Party headed by Comrade Mao Tse-tung, the Chinese
people, through four years of struggle, after a civil war of
unprecedented scale, finally achieved the great countrywide
victory of overthrowing the rule of imperialism and its
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lackeys and founding a new China. The fourth volume
of the Selected Works is a great record of this victorious
struggle.

HE fourth volume of the Selected Works contains

70 pieces of writings by Comrade Mao Tse-tung, 35 of
which are made public for the first time. This volume in-
cludes the following main items: “The Situation and Our
Policy After the Victory of the War of Resistance to
Japanese Aggression,” “On Peace Talks with the
Kuomintang — Circular of the Central Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party,” “Policy for Work in the
Liberated Areas for 1946,” “Some Appraisals of the Pres-
ent International Situation,” “Interview with Anna
Louise Strong, American Correspondent,” “Muster an
Overwhelming Force to Wipe Out the Enemy Piecemeal,”
“Strategic Principles for the Second Year of the Libera-
tion War,” “Manifesto of the Chinese People’s Liberation
Army,” “The Present Situation and Our Tasks,” “Some
Impertant Problems of the Party’s Present Policy,”
“Speech at a Conference of Cadres in the Shansi-
Suiyuan Liberated Area,” “Carry the Revolution Through
to the End,” “Report at the Second Plenary Session of the
Seventh Central Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party,” “On the People's Democratic Dictatorship,” “Cast
Away Illusions and Get Ready for Struggle.” This volume
includes many other inner-Party documents and political
commentaries by Comrade Mao Tse-tung. These 70 articles
represent the great development of the thought of Mao Tse-
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tung during the period of the Third Revolutionary Civil
War, and are the crystallization of the experiences of the
Chinese revolution and the great achievements made by
Comrade Mao Tse-tung in solving problems of the Chinese
revolution through applying the scientific theory of Marx-
ism-Leninism. They played a gigantic role in mobilizing
and organizing the Party and the people.

“The Situation and Our Policy Aflter the Vietory of
the War of Resistance to Japanese Aggression” is a report
made by Comrade Mao Tse-tung at an inner-Party con-
ference of cadres when Japanese imperialism had just an-
nounced its surrender. Based on the Marxist-Leninist
method of class analysis it made a penetrating study of the
basic political situation in China after the victory in the
War of Resistance and set forth the revolutionary tacties
of the proletariat. Comrade Mao Tse-tung pointed out
that the big landlords and big bourgeoisie represented by
Chiang Kai-shek, supported and instigated by U.S. im-
perialism, were bent on wresting the fruits of victory in
the War of Resistance from the hands of the people, and
that they wanted to maintain China as a semi-colonial and
semi-feudal state. The Chinese Communist Party, the
champion of the interests of the proletariat and the masses
of the people, on the one hand, should do its best
to strive for peace and oppose civil war and, with the
utmost effort and patience, lead the people to seek a road
to avoid war and realize peace and democracy; on the other
hand, it should resolutely safeguard the fruits of victory
of the people in their struggles and be fully prepared for
Chiang Kai-shek’s plot to launch a civil war. In this
report, Comrade Mao Tse-tung called the attention of the
whole Party to the historical lesson of the defeat of the
revolution in 1927 as a result of Chen Tu-hsiu's right
opportunism and explained that we must not have illusions
about imperialism and reaction, must not be deceived by
them or scared by their reactionary bluster, but must carry
on a tit-for-tat struggle against them. All this was a
guarantee for the Party to be able to keep clear-headed in
the complicated circumstances, to keep the revolutionary
forces intact during the peace hoax and armed attacks by
Chiang Kai-shek, and after Chiang Kai-shek launched the
countrywide civil war, thanks to the long preparedness
of the Party and the people, to smash the enemy's attacks
and send to destruction the reactionary forces who had
fondly hoped to wipe out the people’s forces.

F the two articles “On Peace Talks with the Kuomin-

tang — Circular of the Central Committee of the Chi-
nese Communist Party” and “On the Chungking Talks,”
the former is an inner-Party circular drafted by Comrade
Mao Tse-tung on behalf of the Central Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party on the eve of his departure for
Chungking to hold peace talks with the Kuomintang, and
the latter is his report at a cadres’ meeting in Yenan after
returning from Chungking. These two articles expound
the line of the Party in regard to the peace talks with the
Kuomintang. The Party should do everything possible
to win peace and, in the talks, certain concessions were
permissible so long as the principle of not damaging the
basic interests of the people was observed; at the same
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time, it should show up U.S. imperialism and Chiang Kai-
shek in their true colours as counter-revolutionaries so as
to educate the broad masses of the pcople. Comrade Mao
Tse-tung told the whole Party that it must be highly vigi-
lant and firmly preserve the people’s armed forces; that it
should in no case relax in its struggle against Chiang Kai-
shek’s anti-popular policy on account of the talks, should
in no case expect the Kuomintang to show kindness, but
should rely on the people, on the strength in the hands of
the people and on the unity of the whole Party; that it
should in no case readily trust Chiang Kai-shek's prom-
ises, because the agreement reached during the talks had
not yet been realized and, even if it had, the reactionaries
might still tear it up at any time when they no longer
needed it; that the Party should firmly uphold the agree-
ment already reached and continue in its effort to secure
peace and at the same time it must resolutely hit back in
the face of the military offensive of the Kuomintang, be-
cause “peace will not come unless we strike a hard blow at
the reactionaries who dare attack the liberated areas.” The
line put forth by Comrade Mao Tse-tung enabled the
Party politically to gain complete initiative, while putting
U.S. imperialism and Chiang Kai-shek in a passive position
and defeatng their intrigues one after another.

“Rent Reduction and Production: Two Big Tasks in
the Defence of the Liberated Areas™ and “Policy for Work
in the Liberated Areas for 1946" laid down the fundamental
policy of defending and consolidating the liberated areas
and mobilizing the people to defeat the offensive of the
reactionaries. Comrade Mao Tse-tung pointed out that
there would still be twists and turns in the course of the
people’s struggle, that many difficulties still lay ahead of
us and we must plan all our work on a long-term basis
and guard against any wishful thinking about easy success
through good luck, and that we must do our best to make
a success of the three tasks of army training, rent reduc-
tion and production development, before we could over-
come difficulties, sustain the war and make our position
invincible.

“Some Appraisals of the Present International
Situation” combated the rightist view found in the Party
at that time of making a pessimistic estimate of the in-
ternational situation and of overestimating the strength
of the enemy and underestimating that of the revolu-
tionary forces. Comrade Mao Tse-tung pointed out that
it was possible to overcome the danger of a new world war
provided the forces of the people throughout the world
waged resolute and effective struggles against the world's
reactionary forces, and at the same time he pointed out
that, on some questions, including certain major ones, it
was possible for imperialist countries and socialist coun-
tries to reach compromises. Compromises belween im-
perialist countries and socialist countries were only a matter
of relations between countries, which was different from,
and should not be confused with, the class struggle inside
a capitalist country. Comrade Maoc Tse-lung pointed out
that such compromises “by no means require the people
in the capitalist countries to follow suit by making com-
promises at home,” and that ‘*the people in various
countries will still wage different struggles in
accordance with their different conditions.” The subse-
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quent development of the iniernational situation hag
proved that these theses are entirely correct.

N the inlerview with the American correspondent Anna

Louise Strong, Comrade Muao Tse-tung analysed the
essence of the aggressive policy of U.S. imperialism and
explained that, given different conditions, there were two
different possibililies: One was that a new world war
could be averted and the other was that it might break
out; whether a thivd world war could be averted or not
depended on the people’s struggles.  He said:  “The peo-
ple of the United States and the pzoples of all countries
menaced by U.S. aggression should unite to beat back the
attacks of the U.S. reactionaries and their lackeys in
these countires. Only victory in this struggle can pre-
vent a third world war; it cannot be prevented in any
other way.” In this interview Comrade Mao Tse-tung put
forward his famous thesis: Imperialism and all re-
actionaries are paper tigers. He held the view that,
judging from the overall situation of the struggle, from
the development in the balance of forces and from the
essence of things, all reactionaries who appeared strong
were only paper tigers, and therefore the revolutionary
people had good reason to slight them and should build
their strategic thinking on the basis of the above thesis.
Comrade Mao Tse-tung later expounded his viewpoint as
follows: “In 1946 when Chiang Kai-shek launched his
attacks against us, many of our comrades and people
throughout the country were very much worried: Could
the war be won? I mysell was also worried about this.
But of one thing we were confident. At that time an
American journalist named Anna Louise Strong came to
Yenan. We discussed many questions in our talks, in-
cluding Chiang Kai-shek, Hitler, Japan, the United States,
the atom bomb, cte. I said that all the reputedly power-
ful reactionaries were merely paper tigers. The reason
was that they were divorced from the people. You see,
wasn't Hitler a paper tiger? Wasn’t Hitler overthrown?
I also said that the tsar was a paper tiger, the Chinese
emperor was a paper tiger, Japanese imperialism was a
paper tiger. You see they were all down and out. U.S.
imperialism has not yet fallen and it has the atom bomb.
I believe it will also fall. It is also a paper tiger. Chiang
Kai-shek was very powerful. He had more than four mil-
lion regular troops. But we said Chiang Kai-shek was
only a paper tiger and we would certainly defeat him.
In order to struggle against the enemy, we have formed
the concept over a long period, namely, strategically to
slight all enemies, and tactically to take full account of
all enemies. That is also to say, we must slight the
enemy as a whole but take full account of him as far
as each and every concrete question is concerned. If we
do not slight the enemy as a whole, we shall be com-
mitting the mistake of right opportunism. Marx and
Engels were only two people. In their time they already
said that capitalism throughout the world would be
overthrown. But on concrete questions and on questions
concerning each and every particular enemy, if we do
not take full accounl of the enemy, we shall be commit-
ting the mistake of adventurism. In war, battles can
only be fought one by one and the enemy can only be
annihilated bit by bit. Factories can only be built
one by one. The peasants can only plough the land plot
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by plot. This is called one by one solution. And in
military literature, it is called smashing the enemy one
by one.” Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s idea of slighting the
enemy strategically and taking [ull account of him tactical-
ly has ideologically armed the Chinese Communists,
educated and inspired the Chinese people and inslilled
the broad masses with revolutionary confidence and deter-
mination. Like Lenin’s view in his “The Results of the
Party Week in Moscow and Our Tasks” that the “world-
mighty” imperialism is only a “colossus with [feet
of clay,” Comrade Mao Tse-tung's Marxist verdiet —
imperialism and all reactionaries are paper tigers — has
already been borne out by the great victory of the Chinese
people and will be further borne out by the development
of the revolutionary cause in China and in the whole
world.

TL{E articles “Smash Chiang Kai-shek's Offensive by
a War of Self-Defence,” “Muster an Overwhelming
Force to Wipe Out the Enemy Piecemeal” and “A Three-
Month Summary” are documents on operational principles
written by Comrade Mao Tse-tung after Chiang Kai-
shek launched the countrywide civil war. On the basis
of the balance of forces between the enemy and ourselves
and of various political and economic factors, Comrade
Mao Tse-tung pointed out that in the People’s Liberation
War the chief aim should be to annihilate the effectives
of the enemy and not to hold or seize cities or places;
that in order to annihilate the enemy, attacks should be
made on dispersed and isolated enemy units first and on
concenirated, strong enemy units later, and that in every
battle an overwhelming force several times the enemy's
strength should be mustered to surround the enemy and
leave him no loophole for escape. These operational
principles were later brilliantly summarized in the article
“The Present Situation and Our Tasks,” and have become
well known as the ten major military principles. They
form a new development of Marxist-Leninist military
science brought about by Comrade Mao Tse-tung under
Chinese conditions. By adhering to these principles, the
People’s Liberation Army, although evacuating many
cities and places during the initial stage of the war,
annihilated large numbers of Kuomintang troops, and
moreover equipped itself with captured arms and re-
plenished itself with captured soldiers after remoulding
them. Thus, in the course of fighting, the People’s
Liberation Army grew stronger, while the Kuomintang
forces became weaker.

“Stralegic Principles for the Second Year of the
Liberation War™ is a document on operational principles
written by Comrade Mao Tse-tung when the People's
Liberation War turned from the defensive to the offensive.
He pointed out that in turning to the offensive, the basic
task of the People’s Liberation Army was to use its main
force to carry the war into the Kuomintang areas, switch-
ing from interior-line to exterior-line operations. This
turn from the defensive to the offensive, from interior-
line to exterior-line operations, marked the turning-point
in the Liberation War, a turning-point at which the
century-old imperialist rule in China changed from ex-
pansion to extinction.

“Manifesto of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army"”
is a political manifesto drafted by Comrade Mao Tse-tung
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on behalf of the General Headquarters of the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army. It put forward the slogan,
“Overthrow Chiang Kai-shek and Liberate All China,” and
announced the eight-point basic political programme of
the People's Liberation Army, which was also that of the
Chinese Communist Party.

“The Present Situation and Our Tasks,” a report
made by Comrade Mao Tse-tung to the meeting of the
Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party held
in December 1947, is a programmatic document of the
Party dealing with political, military and economic
questions for the entire period of overthrowing the re-
actionary Chiang Kai-shek regime and the founding of a
new China —an epoch-making proclamation of the great
Chinese revolution. It analysed the home situation in China
after the switch-over of the People’s Liberation War to the
offensive, summed up further the chief experiences of the
war in various spheres, and expounded most penetratingly
a series of problems which the Party had to solve after
the switch-over of the war to the offensive, such as
operational principles, agrarian reform, consolidation of
Party organizations, economic policy and Lhe revolutionary
united front. It explained with special emphasis the
Party’s three-point major economic programme during the
people’s democratic revolution: the land of the feudal
classes should be confiscated and turned over to the
peasants, bureaucrat-capital should be confiscated and
turned over to the people’s democratic state, and industry
and commer:ze operated by the national bourgeoisie should
Be protected. These fully prepared, in the matter of
policy, the ground for the Chinese people to win country-
wide victory.

N the last section of “The Present Situation and Our
Tasks” Comrade Mao Tse-tung made a profound
analysis of the international situation after World War 1I,
and further dealt with the problem of opposing the war
plot of imperialism and safeguarding world peace. He
pointed out that as U.S. imperialism has mustered the
reactionary forces in different countries and organized
them into an anti-democratic, imperialist camp to oppose
the democratic forces of the world and actively prepare a
new world war, the people throughout the world should
be fully on their guard; but U.S. imperialism could be
defeated because it rested upon a fragile basis and was
torn by internal splits and strife, divorced from the
people and faced with inextricable economic crisis. Com-
rade Mao Tse-tung said: “This is a historic epoch in
which world capitalism and imperialism are moving
towards their doom, while world socialism and people’s
democracy are advancing towards victory”; “all views that
overestimate the strength of the enemy and underestimate
the strength of the people are wrong. Together with all
the democratic forces of the world, we certainly can, if
we make strenuous efforts, defeat the imperialist plan of
enslavement, prevent a third world war, overthrow all
reactionary rule and win lasting peace for mankind.”

The article “Some Important Problems of Our Party’s
Present Policy” discusses the Party’s fight against right
and “left” errors under different conditions, certain
specific policies in agrarian reform and the mass move-
ment, the nature of the state power of the people’s demo-
cratic dictatorship, and the relationship between the leader
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and the led in the revolutionary united front, that is the
question of the leadership of the proletariat. During
the long period of the revolutionary movement, the Party
has garnered abundant experience on all these problems,
and the present document drawn up by Comrade Mao
Tse-tung represents a Marxist-Leninist summation of that
experience.

IN “The Problem of the National Bourgeoisie and the
Enlightened Gentry,” Comrade Mao Tse-tung fur-
ther elucidated the question of the motive forces in,
as well as the character of, the Chinese revolution. He
explained that the main forces in the Chinese revolution
were people engaged in manual and mental labour who
made up 90 per cent of the country’s population and
that the left-wingers of the national bourgeoisie who
attached themselves to the working people and opposed
the reactionaries and the few enlightened gentry who
broke away from the feudal class, were also members of
the revolutionary united front, but they did not constitute
a force determining the character of the revolution, and
therefore a policy of uniting with Such people, not the
attitude of “left” sectarianism, should be adopted.

“Different Tactics for Carrying Out the Agrarian
Programme in Different Areas,” “Rectify ‘Left’ Errors in
Agrarian Reform Propaganda,” “Essential Points in
Agrarian Reform in the New Liberated Areas,” “On the
Policy Towards Industry and Trade,” “Telegram to the
Headquarters of the Loyang Front After the City's Re-
capture,” “Tactical Problems in Rural Work in the New
Liberated Arcas” and “Agrarian Reform and Party Con-
solidation in 1948” are all inner-Party directives drafted
by Comrade Mao Tse-tung on behalf of the Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Communist Party. They set forth
the Party’s policy of uniting the overwhelming majority
of the rural and urban population to restore and develop
industrial and agricultural production, and corrected cer-
tain “left” deviations which appeared during the upsurge
of the people’s great revolution. Comrade Mao Tse-tung
explained that’in order to unite the overwhelming majority
of the urban and rural population. it was necessary in the
countryside to rely on the farm labourers and poor peas-
ants, unite solidly with the middle peasants and neutral-
ize the rich peasants; to carry out agrarian reform by
distinguishing between different kinds of areas, dividing
the reform into stages and proceeding after due prepara-
tions and step by step; to vary the treatment between
the big, middle and small landlords and between those
landlords and rich peasants who were local tyrants and
those who were not, and to confine the main target of
attack to the counter-revolutionaries who sided politically
with the Kuomintang and stubbornly opposed the peo-
ple; while in the cities, it was necessary to distinguish, in
our treatment, between the feudal exploitation practised
by landlords and rich peasants, and the industrial and
commercial enterprises run by them; to distinguish, in our
treatment, between bureaucrat-capital antd non-bureau-
crat-capital; to unite all the toiling masses, win over the
intellectuals and strive to draw to the people's side as
many members of the national bourgeoisie as possible.
When the People’s Liberation War had switched over to
the offensive, the question of the Party’s policy became
a crucial one in deciding whether the revolution could win
victory on a counirywide scale. Comrade Mao Tse-tung
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said: “The enemy is now completely isolated. But his
isolation does not mean our victory. We still cannol win
victory if we make mistakes in policy.” “Only when the
Party's entire policies and tactics are placed on the cor-
rect path will it be possible for the Chinese revolution to
win victory.”

In the article “On Setting Up a System of Reporting”
as well as in “Agrarian Reform and Party Consolidation
in 1948, part six, and “On the September Meeting —
Circular Issued by the Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party,” section four, Comrade Mao Tse-tung
explained the importance of sirengthening discipline in
the Party and the revolutionary ranks and eliminating
manifestations of indiscipline and anarchy when, with the
tremendous development of the revolutionary situation,
many liberated areas had become contiguous and many
cities had been or soon would be liberated. This was an
important guarantee for carrying out correctly the Party’s
policy and formed another crucial question in preparing
for the winning of countrywide victory.

Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s speech at a conference of
cadres in the Shansi-Suiyuan Liberated Area made an
overall summation of the experiences in agrarian reform
and Party consolidation, and expounded the Party’s gen-
eral line and general policy in the period of the people’s
democratic revolution. He summed up the line and the
policy into the following formula: “The revolution of the
broad masses of the people, under the leadership of the
proletariat and against imperialism, feudalism and bureau-
crat-capitalism.”

“Operational Principles for the Liaosi-Shenyang Cam-
paign,” “Operational Principles for the Huai-Hai Cam-
paign” and “Operational Principles [or the Peiping-Tien-
tsin Campaign™ are three outstanding documents on mili-
tary affairs. The campaigns in question are the three
major campaigns of decisive significance in the People'’s
Liberation War. In these three campaigns, the main
forces with which the Kuomintang unleashed the counter-
revolutionary civil war were fundamentally wiped out
and the advent of the countrywide victory of the Libera-
tion War was greatly accelerated.

HEN the countrywide victory of the People’s Libera-

tion War was a foregone conclusion and Chiang Kai-
shek’s policy of counter-revolutionary civil war ended up in
a blind alley, the reactionary Kuomintang cligue. at the in-
stigation of the U.S. imperialists, conducted under those
circumstances a peace plot with the aim of preserving
its remnant forces and winning a respite to prepare for
a comeback. At the same time, the right wing of the
bourgeoisie ulso spread among the people various ideas
of peace and compromise, attempting to moderate the
character of the people’s revolution. In his article “Carry
the Revolution Through to the End,” Comrade Mao Tse-
tung gave a timely exposure of the new peace trick of the
U.S.-Chiang Kai-shek reactionaries and called on the Party
and the people to smash completely the enemy’s political
scheme just as they had his military attack and to carry the
great people’s revolution to the end. Comrade Mao Tse-
tung pointed out: “The enemy will not perish by himself.
Neither the Chinese reactionaries nor the aggressive U.S.
imperialist forces in China will step down from the stage
of history of their own will.” By means of vivid historical

18

facts he proved that the Chinese people had hoped to
bring about internal peace with the reactionary Kuomin-
tang clique, but no amount of good wishes could in any
way change one iota of the class charactar of the people’s
enemy, and that only by revolutionary means to eliminate
resolutely the reactionary rule of the reactionary forces
and to set up the state power of the people’s democratic
dictatorship in the whole country would it be possible for
the people to shake off completely the crushing burdens
on their back — the three huge mountains of imperialism,
feudalism and bureaucrat-capitalism, to transform semi-
colonial and semi-feudal China into an independent and
democratic China, to achieve unification and peace and
furthermore to create the prerequisites for the transition
of Chinese sociely to socialism. This article, together with
the statement on the current situation that he wrote on
behalf of the Central Committee of the Chinese Com-
munist Party and a series of commentaries, such as “On
the War Criminal’s Suing for Peace,” written for the Hsin-
hua News Agency, thoroughly revealed to the people the
truth about the Kuomintang reactionaries’ attempt to use
peace talks to preserve their strength, cleared away the
reactionary political influence exerted by the right-wing
bourgeoisie «nd enabled the revolution to achieve com-
plete victory under the leadership of the proletariat.

“Report at the Second Plenary Session of the Seventh
Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party” is
an article of tremendous historic significance written by
Comrade Mao Tse-tung on the eve of the victory of the
people’s democratic revolution. In this report, he set forth
the policies for speeding up and organizing the country-
wide victory of the revolution; he pointed out that while
the Party’s work had long centred on building up our
strength in the countryside and from there surrounding
and eventually seizing the cities, this task had been com-
pleted, and the Party should now shift the centre of its
work from the countryside to the cities and from the
cities give leadership to the countryside; he analysed the
two kinds of basic contradictions — contradiction between
the working class and the bourgeoisie at home and con-
tradiction between China and imperialism abroad — which
would exist for a long period after the countrywide victory
of the revolution; and defined the Party’s basic policies in
the political and economic spheres and in foreign affairs
after victory. Comrade Mao Tse-tung devoted special at-
tention to the analysis of the main sectors of the economy
of the People’s Republic soon to be founded and set forth
the basic line of developing the socialist slate economy,
carrying out, step by step, the socialist transformation of
agriculture, handicrafts and capitalist industry and trade,
and accomplishing, step by step, the socialist indus:rializa-
tion of the country. It is a brilliant plan for turning
China’s bourgeois democratic revolution into a socialist
revolution, transforming China from a new-democratic
into a socialist society and from an agricultural into an in-
dustrial country. This report by Comrade Mao Tse-tung
already outlined the basic ideas of the general line for
the period of transition in our country.

“On the People's Democratic Dictatorship” is another
article of great historic significance written by Comrade
Mao Tse-tung on the eve of the victory of the people’s
democratic revolution. It gives a comprehensive summa-
tion of the historical experience of China’s revolutionary

Peking Review



struggles and defines the nature of the state power ot
the People’s Republic as well as its basic domestic and
foreign policies. Comrade Mao Tse-tung said: “To sum
up our experience and crystallize it into one essential
point, it is the people’s democratic dictatorship led by the
working class (through the Communist Party) and based
upon the alliance of workers and peasants. This dicta-
torship must unite completely with the international rev-
olutionary forces. This is our formula, our principal ex-
perience, our main programme.” The people’s democratic
dictatorship i1s a form of carrying out the dictatorship of
the proletariat under the conditions of our country. The
establishment of the state power of the people’s demo-
cralic dictatorship is the concentrated expression of the
reswlt of the revolutionary struggles of our people; it in
turn paves the way for the socialist revolution of our
country. This article by Comrade Mao Tse-tung lay the
foundation of the theory and policies of the people’s
democratic dictatorship in our country.

HE five commentaries —*“Cast Away Illusions and

Get Ready for Struggle,” “Goodbye, Leighton Stuart,”
“Why Is It Necessary to Discuss the White Paper,”
“‘Friendship’ or Aggression?” and “The Bankruplcy of the
Idealist View of History” — written by Comrade Mao
Tse-tung on the U.S. State Department’s White Paper on
“Sino-U.S. Relations™ and Dean Acheson’s letter of trans-
mittal to Truman exposed the aggressive nature of the
U.S. imperialist policy towards China and its deep-scated
hatred of the Chinese people, criticized certain people for
harbouring unrealistic, illusory ideas about imperialism
and called on them to “Cast Away Illusions and Get Ready
for Struggle.” Comrade Mao Tse-tung wrote: “When we
say that ‘imperialism is ferocious," we mean that its nature
will never change, that the imperialists will never lay

down their cleavers, that they will never become buddhas
till their doom.” *, .. It is futile to persuade the im-
perialists and the Chinese rcactionaries in the hope that
they will become kind-hearted and turn over a new leaf.
The only course open to us is to organize our forces to
fight them, as for example in our People’s Liberation War
and the agrarian revolution, to expose the imperialists,
‘provoke’ them, overthrow them, punish them for offences
against the law and ‘make them bchave themselves and
forbid them to say or do what they ought not.” Only then
can we hope to deal with the foreign imperialist countries
on the basis of equality and mutual benefit.” In these
commentaries Comrade Mao Tse-tung also criticized ideal-
istic interpretations of the Chinese revolution and gave
a theoretical explanation of the occurrence of revolution
in modern China and of the viclory of the Chinese
revolution.

The articles in the Fourth Volume, like those in the
previous onces, are arranged in chronological order and
supplied with the necessary introductory and explanatory
notes by the Selected Works Publication Committee.

The publication of the Fourth Volume of the Selected
Works is an important event for the Chinese Communist
Party and the Chinese pcople, as well as for the dissem-
ination and scientific study of Marxism-Leninism in
China. The volume is not only of great historical signifi-
cance but also of tremendous significance for present re-
ality; it will become a powerful idecological weapon for
accelerating the socialist revolution and socialist construc-
tion in our country and for intensifying the struggle against
imperialism 2nd modern revisionism. Its publication will
usher in a new high tide in the movement of studying
Mao Tse-tung’'s works among the broad masses of func-
tionaries and the people.

Premier Chou En-lai's Speech at
National Day Reception

Following is a translation of Premier Chou En-lai’s
speech at the National Day reception on September 30. —
Ed.

Respected Distinguished Guests,
Comrades, Friends,

On the eve of the 11th anniversary of the founding
of the People’s Republic of China, we are very much
honoured and overjoyed to be able ta gather joyously with
you—nearly 2,000 distinguished guests from more than
70 countries and regions — to celebrate together the great
festival of our people. Present here today are: Prime
Minister U Nu and General Ne Win from the Union of
Burma, our kinsman-like friendly neighbour; Premier Ab-
bas, the leader of the Algerian people who are persisting
in their national liberation war; Vice-Chairman of the
Council of Ministers Kellezi, the envoy of our heroic Al-
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banian brothers: and other well-known figures in the
political, economic, military, cultural, scientific, sports and
other fields from the Soviet Union and other socialist
countries as well as other countries of Asia, Africa, Latin
America, Western Europe, North America and Australasia.
You have brought us the profound friendship of the peo-
ples of your countries and added great honour to our fes-
tival with your presence. On behalf of the Chinese peo-
ple and Government, I would like to extend to you, our
distinguished guests, our heartfelt thanks and high respect.

N the past year, the Chinese people, under the leadership
of the Chinese Communist Party and Chairman Mao
Tse-tung, holding high the three red banners of the gen-
eral line, the big leap forward and the people’s commune,
have achieved tremendous new successes in all fields of
our socialist construction and have continued to enrich
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