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SON OF THE WORKING CLASS

The autobiography of Wu Yun-to, one of New China’s best-loved heroes of labour.
Wu was a coalminer. He grew up in the maelstrom of struggle against the Japanese in-
vaders and the reactionaries who were betraying the country. Whether organizing a strike,
making rifles with home-made tools, getting explosives for the people’s army by rifling
enemy timebombs, or convalescing from his third wound, he never stopped working for the

revolution.

The significance of this book is not so much that it is the story of a single hero —
though Wu never indulges in heroics — as that it was because there were countless Wu

Yun-tos — simple men of heroic mould — that the Chinese people won through to victory.

226 pp. Hlustrated

Published by:

Taming the Dragon and the Tiger
By Tuan Cheng-pin and Tu Shih-tsun

The year 1958 was an uncommon one in China's history. To change the poverty
and cultural backwardness of their country, the Chinese people, under the guiding light
of the Party’s general line for socialist construction, launched a big leap forward on various
industrial and agricultural fronts, and scored brilliant successes. This play presents the in-
spiring story of how the peasants in a certain hilly region, in order to support the drive for
steel production in the big leap, display soaring enthusiasm and great heroism in building
a bridge to aid the transportation of ores. Around the central theme of bridge building,
the conflict between advanced and conservative ideas, the overcoming of conservative ideas

and the subsequent big leap in the engineering project are unfolded.

Marked by a fresh rhythm and strongly national in character, this play gives a grand,

lively picture of China's big leap forward of 1958 in the building of socialism in the countryside.

Distributed by: GUOZI1 SHUDIAN PO. Box 399, Peking, China
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ROUND THE WEEK

See, Hear, Ask and Think

“He who makes no investigation
has no right to speak.” This famous
saying of Chairman Mao Tse-tung
drives home the point that a good,
down-to-earth style of work, the
style of work of Marxist revolution-
aries, must be based on an adequate
study and full knowledge of objective
realities. In the twenty years since
these words were spoken it has been
one of the guiding principles of the
working style of Chinese Communist
Party members and revolutionary
cadres.

Through the years of revolutionary
struggle and peaceful construction,
getting down to the facts has become
a settled tradition with cadres in
every field of work. We find leading
cadres stepping out of their offices
regularly to work alongside the rank
and file in the workshops and mines,
with the farmers in the fields and
soldiers in their companies, to discover
and look into problems and help solve
them. This keeps the work going
steadily forward.

This traditional style of work has
recently found new forms of ex-
pression in the nation’s industrial
enterprises. Managerial staffs in an
increasing number of factories are
sending out representatives to get
customers’ opinions about their prod-
ucts. Users’ comments and sugges-
tions are_then analysed and products
improved accordingly. The Loyang
Tractor Works’ management, for ex-
ample, keeps in constant touch with
state farms and people’'s communes
using its Dongfanghong tractors and
regularly solicits their views on how
to improve its tractor models. Dong-
fanghong’s increasing popularity with
farmers is understandable,

Renmin Ribao last week made
special mention of the business-like
style of work of the Shanghai Petro-
leum Machinery Works' managerial
staff. The drills which this plant first
began to make in 1956 did not have a
particularly high efficiency rating.
When this question was discussed at
the works, some naturally said that
more needed to be learnt about drill-
making in other countries. The Party
committee and the majority of the
workers and staff members, however,

were of the opinion that while this
was necessary it was just as important
to get the views of those who were
actually wusing their products, the
workers in the oilfields, since geologi-
cal conditions in China are not quite
the same as those in other countries,
and the demands on a drill likewise
vary. With general approval, the
management sent special fact-finding
teams to the Yumen oilfields to collect
ideas on the spot from the oil workers.

Down in Yumen, these teams,
composed of administrative personnel.
technicians and workers, lived and
worked with the workers “to see, hear,
ask and think” — meaning to see for
themselves how their drills actually
worked, to hear what the workers had
to say about their products. to ask them
personally how they would like the
drills to be made, and to think out how
improvements should be made. They
also made a scientific check-up on
the performance of their drills in
the field and a special study of
damaged specimens. In 1959 alone
team members inspected several
hundred damaged drills at the Yumen
oil derricks. analysed the causes of
damage and how to guard against
similar accidents. Qver the past five
years this Shanghai plant’'s fact-
finding teams have frequently toured
the oil centres in Yumen, Karamai,
Tsaidam and other places as well as
mines in many parts of the country.
As a result of their research and
continued improvements in the drills
made, their efficiency has been greatly
improved. In 1956 the Shanghai Pe-
troleum Machinery Works produced
only six kinds of drills, today it is
turning out no less than 52 kinds of
drills and their quality is known from
coast to coast.

Tree Time

The beauly of the trees recently
turned green at the first touch of
spring has reminded everyone that
tree-planting time is here again. In
many parts of the country, especially
in the south where the weather is
warmer, people’s commune members,
students, soldiers and others can be
seen with spade in one hand and
bucket in the other planting trees by
the thousands on hills and along the
river banks and roadsides.



Kweilin Karsl Scenery

Afforestation, now an annual na-
tional activity, is in full swing in
Shansi, Honan, Hupeh, Hunan, Kiang-
si, Kiangsu and other provinces.
Hupeh. in central China, has already
planted young trees on 2.4 million mu.
In neighbouring Kiangsi, 1.8 million
mu have been covered. And in Honan
trees planted by roadsides, on river
banks and around houses and villages
add up to more than 100 million.

This year people are paying great
attention not only to planting new
trees but also to the care of the young
forests which have already attained a
considerable growth. Species of new
trees planted are selecled on the basis
of local needs and conditions. In
ITonan, for instance, those which
vield oil, timber and fuel are favoured.
In Hunan, among the most popular
are chestnut and persimmon. Near
coalmining areas trees whose wood
makes good props for the mines are
receiving priority.

Probing the Limestone Lands

The famous “stone forest” in eastern
Yunnan has long amazed travellers
with its towering pillars of rock
rising sheer from the plain. Of similar
geological formation, the uniquely
picturesque hills of Kweilin contain
many interesting caves. The remark-
able Seven Star Cave is a series of
enchanting grottoes containing eroded
rocks like so many hundreds of life-
like figures. People marvel at the
intricate handiwork of nature. These
unusual sights which so much attract
laymen are known scientifically as
karst [formations — limestone lands
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sculptured and tunnelled by centuries
of erosion. The study of this geological
phenomenon is a specialized science.

Recently at Nanning, capital of the
Kwangsi Chuang Autonomous Region
where there are many karst areas,
Chinese scientists gathered to review
their work in this field and chart the
course of their future study. This na-
tional conference, the first of its kind
in China, was called by the Chinese
Academy of Sciences.

Since liberation, the study of karst
conditions in China has made a
big  headway. Large-scale con-
struction work has greatly enriched
our knowledge of karst formations.
The building of big water conservancy
projects, railway lines and bridges, for
instance, has provided scientists with
ample material for karst research. The
material they have collected, on the
other hand, has been of great use in
planning and executing other engineer-
ing projects in karst areas. On the
basis of their own practical work the
peasanis have also accumulated rich
experience since 1958 in building many
small and medium-sized irrigation
works in karst areas. They have done
particularly interesting work in pre-
venting seepage, a major ill suffered
by such areas. Many observation posts
set up jointly by scientists and peas-
ants have helped to gather valuable
information regarding underground
water sources in which, naturally,
these areas are rich. It was such
subjects as these that the scientists
discussed at the Nanning conference.

Like other scientific work in China
today, study of karst formations is also

closely geared to serve production.
The conference drew the attention of
researchers to the need for a further
study of the distribution of karst areas
in the country and the major im-
portance of finding water sources for
agricultural use in these arcas. This
will be immensely facilitated by
the knowledge now made available
through the conference.

Urban Communes’ Big Role

The latest scorecard from the na-
tion’s urban people’s communes shows
encouraging advances. They are con-
solidating their general position and
their industries grow apace. One of
the most notable facts is that their
factories and workshops are playing an
increasingly important role in the pro-
duction of articles of daily use. Since
last autumn there has been a marked
rise in both the output and quality
of these products. Today commune-
run industry in the cities is producing
between 50 to 70 per cent of the na-
ticnal ouiput of many of these small
articles.

Thousands of small things, ranging
from kitchen utensils, knives, scissors
and toys to hairpins are daily neces-
sities needed in millions of homes.
With the general rise of the people’s
standards of living. retail sales of con-
sumer goods rose by more than one-
third last year compared with 1957.
Sales of such small articles went up by
66 per cent.

Commune-run industry in Tientsin,
north China’s major port city, is
making more than 1,300 kinds of small
articles. nearly three times as many as
in 1959. In the northeast, Shenyang’s
city communes last year doubled their
output value of articles of daily use.

This is no small achievement con-
sidering that most of the factories and
workshops in urban people’s com-
munes were set up only a little more
than a year ago. The workers,
mostly housewives newly emancipat-
ed from household drudgery and
in their first factory jobs, not
only quickly mastered the technical
skills needed to make these com-
modities but were soon introducing
technical innovations and machines to
do or speed up a great deal of their
work. As a result, the level of mech-
anization and semi-mechanization in
these fledgeling factories has risen
rapidly. In Shenyang, for instance,
within a single year, it jumped from
20 per cent to over 50 per cent.

Peking Review
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RENMIN RIBAO

A New Era of Man’s Entry into Space
Has Begun'

Following is a translation of “Renmin Ribac’s”
editorial of April 13. Subheads are ours. — Ed.

ON April 12, 1961, Major Yuri Alekseyevich Gagarin, the

Soviet navigator aboard the spaceship Vostok (The
East), made a successful flight to the skies, travelling in
outer space at a distance from the earth ranging from
175 to 302 kilometres, and successfully returned to earth.
This is a grand and happy event in the history of man’s
conquest of nature. This makes the spring of 1961 an
unusual spring. A new era of man’s entry into space
has begun! This is a tremendous contribution of the
Soviet people to human progress and world peace. The
Chinese people enthusiastically hail this great and bril-
liant achievement of their Soviet brothers; with immense
elation and joy, they extend their fraternal congratulations
to the great Soviet people, the outstanding Soviet scientists
and the brave Major Gagarin.

A Long-Cherished Dream Comes True

For centuries past, mankind has longed to explore
the boundless expanse of the cosmos. As one scans the
blue sky in the daytime and watches the glittering stars
and the Milky Way at night, many beautiful images flash
through one’s mind. The fairy tale of Chang Ngo's flight
to the moon is a reflection of the ancient Chinese people’s
dream of travelling to outer space. But in the past the
cosmos was a mystery. The development of science has
added a great deal to man’s knowledge of the cosmos but
even up till now he possesses little real knowledge of
the numerous celestial bodies. The launching of the
first artificial earth satellite by the Soviet Union in
October 1957 blazed the trail for man’s exploration of
space. Since then the Soviet Union has obtained a large
amount of valuable data about cosmic space as a result
of its successive launchings of earth satellites, and space
rockets and spaceships. In a short span of three and a
half years, it has enabled mankind to make a successful
trip into space, and thereby written a new chapter in
man’s conquest of space. The amazing speed of advance
of Soviet science and technology and its brilliant achieve-
ments cannot fail to fill the world’s people with joy and
exultation.

It is known that the solution of the problem of man’s
enfry into space not only requires the successful launch-
ing of a heavy-type satellite equipped with the necessary
conditions to support human life but a guarantee that
the satellite can pass through the dense layers of the
atmosphere and return safely to earth. The first satellite
spaceship launched by the Soviet Union last May weighed
4,540 kilogrammes. This successfully solved the problem
of launching a heavy-type satellite. The second satellite
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spaceship solved the problem of a safe return to earth.
Moreover, with its many experiments in sending animals
into space, and its systematic study of the *‘overloads”
produced during their entry into space and “weightless-
ness” during orbiting, the Soviet Union has made careful
preparations for man’s flight into space. That is why
the spaceship Vostok and its passenger, Major Gagarin,
could make a precisely determined flight in orbit accord-
ing to the will of the Soviet scientists, why Gagarin felt
well during the flight, kept in constant contact with peo-
ple on earth, and finally made a smooth landing in the
pre-determined area. It is also known that man has up
to now lived under the earth’s dense atmospheric layer.
On the one hand, this dense atmosphere affords protec-
tion to man and provides conditions for his existence.
On the other hand, it stands in the way of man’s ex-
ploration of the cosmos. Now that man has broken
through this barrier of the dense layers of the atmosphere,
his centuries-old dreams of making a flight into space
have been realized. From now on, he will be able to
enter space to carry out directly new explorations and
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Man from the Vostok (The East)
Cartoon by Chiang Fan and Fang Cheng



Cartoon by Ying Tao

researches, bringing new, inestimably important contri-
butions to the cause of science.

Epoch-Making Soviet Scientific Feats

The first artificial earth satellite, the first moon
rocket, the first Venus rocket and the first satellite
spaceship were all made and launched successfully by
Soviet scientists and technicians. Now, it is again a
Soviet citizen who is the first to return triumphantly to
earth from a flight to space on board a spaceship. All
these epoch-making scientific feats and all these exploits
achieved by the Soviet people, scientists, technicians,
engineers and workers are by no means accidental. They

The Chinese People Hail

not only bear witness to the excellence of Soviet science
and technology and the leading position it holds in the
world but also fully demonstrate the incomparable
superiority of the socialist system. We are convinced
that this great achievement of the Soviet Union will in-
crease a hundredfold the confidence of the peoples of all
the socialist countries in building socialism and com-
munism and will greatly promote the advance of our
common cause.

Such a miraculous achievement made by the Soviet
people under the leadership of the Communist Party and
Government of the Soviet Union has not only carried the
development of human science to a new height, but also
tremendously strengthened the might of the socialist camp
and the forces defending world peace: it has immensely
encouraged the peoples of the world in their struggle
against imperialist aggression and for the victory of the
cause of peace, national liberation, democracy and
socialism.

On the very day of man’s entry into space, the Cen-
tral Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union, the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the
U.S.S.R. and the Soviet Government issued an appeal for
peace to the world, saying: “We gladly place these
achievements at the service of all peoples, in the name
of the progress, happiness and welfare of all people on
earth. We place our achievements and discoveries not
at the service of war, but at the service of the peace and
security of the peoples.” This is the very opposite of
the line takea by the imperialist countries headed by the
United States which wuse scientific and technological
achievements as a means of war to threaten world peace.
The forces upholding world peace have become ever more
powerful. We are convinced that so long as all peace-
loving peoples of the world continuously increase their
might and steadfastly and on all fronts carry on their
struggle against the imperialist policies of aggression and
war, it is entirely possible for them to defeat the im-
perialists’ war plans which pose a threat to mankind
and to safeguard the world peace desired by people in
all lands.

The Chinese people, while joyfully congratulating the
Soviet people on their magnificent achievements, warmly
respond to and support this peace appeal made by the
Communist Party and Government of the Soviet Union
to the world. Let us unite and struggle hand in hand
for the use of scientific and technological progress for the
control and exploitation of nature, for the benefit of man,
and for the attainment of a lasting world peace.

Brilliant Soviet Achievement

HE Soviet Union has made the first manned space

flight! The Soviet pilot Gagarin has orbited around
the world! The news of the safe return to earth of the
Soviet spaceship Vostok sped around Peking and China
with lightning speed. It was news to make the heart
soar and stir cries of “Long live socialism!”

In factories, schools and people’s communes crowds
gathered to discuss this remarkable event. Drums beat
and gongs clanged in the traditional way to spread glad
tidings.

6

April 12, which dawned a normal day, was turned
into a red-letter day for all mankind. Beijing Wanbao
(Peking Evening News) of the same day and Renmin
Ribao and other major Peking newspapers of the follow-
ing day, all used bright red banner headlines to mark this
historic day. The copies of these newspapers were snapped
up as soon as they appeared. Radio stations put out
special bulletins devoted to the news.

The cable channels were kept busy with messages
of congratulation to Moscow. On its front page Renmin

Peking Review



Ribao printed the texts of congratulatory messages sent
by Premier Chou En-lai and by Soong Ching Ling, Pres-
ident of the Sino-Soviet Friendship Association. Greet-
ings were also sent by Kuo Mo-jo, President of the
Chinese Academy of Sciences; Nieh Jung-chen, Vice-
Premier and Chairman of the Scientific and Technological
Commission; Li Sze-kuang, Chairman of the Scientific
and Technical Association of China, by various democratic
parties, and people’s organizations including the China
Peace Committee, the All-China Federation of Trade
Unions, the National Women’s Federation of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and the Communist Youth League
of China. All carried the warmest congratulations to the
Soviet people on an achievement which is in the service
of all mankind.

China’s poets wrote poems of praise. A poem by
Kuo Mo-jo compares the spaceship Vostok to the red
sun in the sky. “The manned spaceship has flown to
outer space. The equal of ten red suns, it shines bright
in the cosmos.” Pocms addressed to Major Gagarin, the
world’s first spaceman, speak of the “new legend of the
20th century.”

The exhilarating news lent new zest to the 26th
World Table Tennis Championships in Peking. The news
reached the Peking Workers’ Gymnasium just before the
mixed doubles started. All the lights were put on and
thunderous applause came from the 15,000 spectators.
When the Soviet players entered they were cheered to
the echo. The Chinese players warmly shook hands with
them.

Chinese scientists were particularly overjoyed and
lost no time in congratulating their Soviet colleagues on
their achievement. In the very evening of the news
reaching them, Chinese scientists in Peking held a meet-
ing, presided over by Coching Chu, Vice-President of the
Chinese Academy of Sciences. Tsien Hsue-shen, Chao
Chiu-chang, Pei Shih-chang, Tsien San-tsiang and many
other renowned Chinese scientists spoke. The opinion was
expressed that this achievement of the Soviet Union is
bound to bring with it many unexpected discoveries, usher-
ing in a new phase in scientific developments.

On April 13, the Sino-Soviet Friendship Association
and its Peking branch celebrated the Soviet success at
a widely attended meeting. Among those present were
Vice-Presidents of the Sino-Soviet Friendship Association,
responsible personages of the democratic parties and
people’s organizations, famous scientists, members of the
people’s communes, factory workers and employees,
commercial workers and officers of the People’s Libera-
tion Army. Speakers at the meeling expressed the tre-
mendous feeling of elation among the Chinese people over
this great achievement of the Soviet Union. They also
expressed their desire to learn all the better from the
advanced experience of the Soviet scienfists so as to
expedite China’s socialist construction.

Press comments on this historic event have made a
comparison of the achievements of the Soviet Union and
the United States in developments in outer space. Da
Gong Bao writes editorially that only the socialist countries
can provide unlimited prospects for the rapid development
of new technology. In recent years, the paper says, although
the United States, the most developed capitalist country,
has also launched a number of artificial satellites and
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Premier Chou En-lai’s Cable of
Congratulations to Chairman Khrushchov

Premier Chou En-lai on April 12 cabled a message to
N.S. Khrushchov, Chairman of the Council of Ministers of
the US.S.R., warmly congratulating him on the successful
launching by the Soviet Union of a manned spaceship, and
the opening of a new era in man’s conquest of nature. The
cable reads:

“Overjoyed to learn of successful launching by the
Soviet Union of the manned satellite spaceship Vostok and
its safe return to earth according to plan. On behalf of
the Chinese Government and people, I hereby extend the
warmest congratulations to you, and through you to the great
Soviet Government and people, Soviet scientific workers
and Soviet pilot Major Y.A. Gagarin, mankind’s first
navigator in space flight.

“The Soviet Union’s successful launching of a manned
spaceship opens a new era in man'’s ascent to other heavenly
bodies, bringing to fruition mankind's centuries-old
beautiful dreams of making a flight to cosmic space. The
great epoch-making achievements of the Soviet people in
the conquest of the cosmos have once again demonstrated
indisputably the incomparable superiority of the socialist
system, greatly increased the confidence of the Chinese
people and the peoples of all other socialist countries in
the building of socialism and communism, and immeasur-
ably encouraged the people all over the world in their
struggle against imperialist aggression and for world peace,
national independence, democracy and socialism.

“I heartily wish the Soviet people more brilliant suc-
cesses in the splendid cause of the conquest of space.”

planets and made strenuous efforts to catch up with the
Soviet Union, its desire is obviously unmatched by its
ability and it has been left far behind. The United States
up till now has not yet solved the problem of sending
its rockets accurately into orbit not to say of orbiting a
man into cosmic space.

On April 16, Soviet Ambassador Chervonenko gave
a party to celebrate the Soviet space feat. Many well-
known Chinese personages and foreign diplomats in Pe-
king attended. Peng Chen, Member of the Political Bureau
of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party,
Member of the Secretariat and Vice-Chairman of the Stand-
ing Commitiee of the National People’s Congress, spoke at
the party. The triumphant return of the Soviet manned
spaceship to earth, he said, is a new, great victory in
man’s conquest of nature, it marks the beginning of
man’s activities breaking through natural limitations and
outstepping the confines of earth, it opens a new era in
man’s conquest of the cosmos. It demonstrates the out-
standing talents developed and outstanding achievements
made by the Soviet people and Soviet scientific workers
under the leadership of the Communist Party and Gov-
ernment of the Soviet Union; it demonstrates the incom-
parable superiority of the socialist system over the
capitalist system and also that Marxism-Leninism is an
invincible weapon. Peng Chen said that this is a grand
and happy event for the Soviet people, for the Chinese
people, for the peoples of all the socialist countries and
for the working people of the whole world.

The elation in other major cities and provincial
capitals was no less than in Peking. This was an occasion
of high rejoicing for all the Chinese people.



Support the Cuban People’s Struggle
Against U.S. Aggression'!

FTER sending planes to bomb Cuba’s cities, U.S.

imperialism has organized its gangs of mercenaries to
invade the soil of Cuba. This gangster action has deeply
angered the Chinese people. Since April 18, at meetings,
rallies and demonstrations in the major cities, the Chinese
people have denounced this latest crime of U.S. aggression,
pledged their determination to stand together with the
Cuban people and resolutely support the Cuban people’s
just struggle in defence of their country against U.S.
aggression.

Premier Chou En-lai’s Cable

On April 18, Premier Chou En-lai sent a cable to
Fidel Castro, Prime Minister of the Cuban Revolutionary
Government, formally expressing China’s support. The
cable reads as follows:

“Following the sudden, dastardly raid on Cuba by
U.S. aircraft, it is learnt that mercenaries organized by
U.S. imperialism have landed in Cuba in armed aggression
on Cuba. This is another towering crime committed by
U.S. imperialism before the eyes of the people of the
world. The Government of the People’s Republic of
China and the Chinese people feel the deepest indignation
at this.

“In order to strangle the Cuban people’s revolution,
U.S. imperialism, which is aggressive by nature, has
engaged in perfidious armed aggression against Cuba, not
scrupling to break world peace and drag the people of
the United States of America into war. The Chinese peo-
ple know from their own experience, however, that a
people who has stood up is invincible and that the
incurably evil actions of U.S. imperialism and its lackeys
will only hasten their own doom.

“The Chinese Government and people resolutely
support the Cuban people’s just struggle in defence of
their motherland and revolution under the leadership of
the Cuban Revolutionary Government, and are resolutely
opposed to the criminal activities of U.S. imperialism in
carrying out armed aggression against Cuba. Justice is
on the side of the Cuban people. The sympathies of the
people of the whole world are on the side of the Cuban
people. TU.S. imperialism is isolated. As long as the
struggle is persisted in, it is fully possible to defeat U.S.
imperialist armed intervention.

“Your Excellency, Dear Prime Minister! You can
rest assured that, whatever happens, the Chinese Govern-
ment and the 650 million Chinese people will for ever
stand closely by the Cuban Revolutionary Government
and the Cuban people and resolutely support the Cuban
people’s struggle in every field. Final victory will
definitely belong to the heroic Cuban people steadfast in
struggle.”

Speaking at a reception given by the Chinese Ministry
of Foreign Affairs to celebrate the 6th anniversary of the
Bandung Conference, Vice-Premier Marshal Ho Lung took
the opportunity to denounce the United States for its
open instigation of a new military attack against the
Cuban people. Then he added: “The Chinese people
resolutely support the Cuban pcople’s struggle against
aggression.”

People’s organizations including the All-China Federa-
tion of Trade Unions, the China-Latin America Friendship
Association, the National Women's Federation of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, the All-China Youth Federation
and the All-China Students’ Federation have also sent
cables to their counterparts in Cuba, denouncing the U.S.
imperialist crime of flagrant aggression against Cuba,
unanimously declaring support for the Cuban people’s
sacred struggle in defence of their motherland and their

revolution, and expressing the conviction that Cuba will
win.

“Cuba si, Yankees no!” “U.S. imperialism, get out
of Cuba!” *“Long live the Cuban revolution!” These
slogans resounded at mass rallies and demonstrations held
in various parts of the country. Many members of the
people’s militia and the People's Liberation Army
participated in them. The wave of popular anger that has
swept through the country shows that the hearts of the
Chinese people are with the Cuban pcople. The Chinese
people are filled with admiration for the heroic action of
the Cuban people in answering the U.S. imperialists with
iron and fire. The whole nation is determined to stand

together with Cuba in the siruggle against the common
enemy.

Crazy and Arrogant Aggressive Plan

The Renmin Ribao published two editorials on April
17 and 19, exposing U.S. aggression and supporting the
struggle of the Cuban people. The editorial of April 17
angrily denounced U.S. aircraft’s savage bombing of
Havana and other cities. It recalled that ever since the
victory of the Cuban revolution, the U.S. Government has
blustered again and again that it will overthrow the Cuban
Revolutionary Government and fasten the yoke of slavery
once more on the Cuban people. This was the line pur-
sued by the Eisenhower administration; the Kennedy
administration has gone still farther in this direction. The
editorial, listing the measures taken by Kennedy after
his inauguration to overthrow the Cuban Revolutionary
Government, including the latest bombing of Cuban cities
by U.S. planes, points out that the people of the world see
clearly that U.S. imperialism is the vilest aggressor and
the most sinister enemy of the Cuban people and the
peoples the world over.
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The April 19 editorial entitled “People of the World,
Rise Together and Stop U.S. Aggression Against Cubal!”
declares that the armed attacks on Cuba by the mer-
cenary troops of the United States constitute a flagrant
encroachment on the sacred independence and sovereignty
of Cuba, a serious provocation against the freedom and
security of the Latin American peoples and a grave menace
to world peace. It says that all people of the world who
cherish peace and uphold justice are confronted with an
urgent task to check swiftly U.S. imperialist armed
aggression against Cuba. The editorial points out that the
mercenary troops which have now landed on Cuba have
been recruited, trained and armed by the United States
single-handed and that they started the invasion from
bases in the United States and its vassal state, Guatemala.
It stresses thal the attacks on Cuba by U.S. mercenary
troops constitute armed aggression against Cuba by the
United Slates itself and that it is absolutely impossible
for U.S. imperialists to wriggle out of this fact. By com-
mitting this crime of aggression, the editorial points out,
the Kennedy administration stands completely exposed
before the world's people as being even more aggressive
than its predecessor, the Eisenhower administration.

Over the past two years, the editorial points out, the
United States has used various methods of intervention
— economie, political and military —in its attempt to
compel the Cuban people to submit, but all this has failed.
The United States, the editorial continues, can neither
stamp out the Cuban revolution nor prevent it from
exerting a steadily growing influence in Latin America.
It is in this situation that has become increasingly un-
favourable to the United States that it felt obliged to
discard its mask and in the face of worldwide condemna-
tion stake all on one gambler’s throw.

The Cuba of today, however, is different from the
Cuba of two years ago. The Cuban people, who have
a long and glorious tradition of struggle against U.S. impe-
rialism and who have already stood up, are the basic force
in deciding the destiny of Cuba. This can by no means
be shaken by a group of desperadoes bought and fostered
by U.S. imperialism.

“The armed atltacks on the Cuban people by the
United States also constilule a direct onslaught on the
daily growing national and democratic movement in Latin
America,” the editorial continues. “Morecover, aggression

“Kid-gloves leave no finger prints.,”
Cartoon by Chiang Fan

against Cuba is part of the Kennedy administration’s
plans for worldwide aggression. Since its assumption of
power, the Kennedy administration has, on the one hand,
stepped up preparations for a nuclear war, and on the
other, worked vigorously to prepare for so-called ‘non-
nuclear warfare, sub-limited warfare or guerrilla warfare’
as a means for aggression and enslavement of the peoples
throughout the world. By its armed aggression against
the Cuban people, the United States has once again
clearly revealed its imperialist features to the people of
the world. The criminal U.S. aggression against Cuba is
bound to enrage the people of the world still more and
arouse a [resh storm against U.S. imperialism.”

“The revolutionary struggle of the Cuban people,”
says the editorial, “has always had the powerful support
of the socialist camp.” Today in their struggle against
U.S. armed aggression, the Cuban people will undoubtedly
obtain energetic support from all countries of the socialist
camp. The editorial concludes by declaring that the
heroic, united Cuban people, who have the support of all
other peoples in Latin America and in the rest of the
world, and the support of all socialist countries, will cer-
tainly be able to defeat the invading enemy, wipe out
the intruders and win new victories in their struggle
against U.S. aggression.

Chinese and Burmese Prime Ministers Meet

URMA'’S Prime Minister U Nu has completed a ten-day

holiday in Yunnan Province. Accompanied by Pre-
mier Chou En-lai and Vice-Premier and Foreign Minister
Chen Yi, he visited Kunming and several other cities,
saw the province’s various industrial and agricultural
undertakings and toured many scenic spots.

During the visit, Premier Chou En-lai and Prime
Minister U Nu had cordial and friendly talks. They
discussed many important current international problems
and the question of the further development of friendly
co-operation between the two countries, and reached
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identical views. On April 16, before the Burmese Prime
Minister left for home, they issued a joint communique.

Enlarged Geneva Conference on Laos

Regarding the Laotian situation, the joint communique
stated: “The two Prime Ministers expressed deep concern
over the present situation in Laos, the common neighbour
of China and Burma. They reaffirmed the consistent
opinion of their respective Governments that Laos should,
in accordance with the 1954 Geneva agreements, become
a country of independence, unity, peace and neutrality.
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They hold that in order to ensure the independence,
sovereignty, national amity, peace and genuine neutrality
of Laos and te ensure that the internal affairs of Laos
will for ever be free from outside interference, an enlarged
meeting of the Geneva Conference with the participation
of 14 nations, as proposed by Prince Sihanouk. Head of
State of Cambodia. must be convened immediately. The
lwo Prime Ministers expressed the hope that, through
this meeting. the aspirations of the Laotian people would
be realized, the area of peace and neutrality formed by
Southeast Asian countries practising a policy of peace and
neutrality would be expanded and the peace of Indo-China
and Asia would be ensured.”

Common Effort Against KMT Remnants

The two Prime Ministers also discussed the question
of the remnant Kuomintang troops in Burma. The joint
communique disclosed: “Because these remnant Kuomin-
lang troops constitute a great danger not only to the
Union of Burma but also to the People’s Republic of
China, the two Prime Ministers have agreed that the
Government of the People’s Republic of China and the
Government of the Union of Burma will, when necessary,
act in co-ordination and co-operation to solve the problem
of the remnant Kuomintang troops.”

Economic Co-operation

The two Prime Ministers, stated the joint com-
munique, also had an exchange of views on the strength-
ening of Sino-Burmese economic co-operation. They
declared that “mutual help and mutual study between
the Governments and peoples of the two countries while
they engage in their respective economic construction are
a concrete expression of the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence and fully accord with the interests of the two
peoples.”

At the request of the Burmese Government, the Chi-
nese Government has agreed to send to Burma in the
near future a delegation of technical experts. In accor-
dance with the Agreement on Economic and Technical
Co-operation signed by the two Governments last January,
they will discuss specifically with Burmese delegates in-
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dustrial. agricultural, water conservancy, hydro-electrical,
communication and transportation projects which China
will help Burma build in implementation of Burma’s
four-year plan. The Chinese Government has also agreed
to receive a delegation of agriculturalists sent by the
Burmese Government to Yunnan Province to study agri-
cultural production and agricultural machinery. The Bur-
mese Government has agreed to receive a delegation of
agriculturalists sent by China’s Yunnan Province to
Burma to study agricultural production and tropical
plants.

New Blossoms of Sino-Burmese Friendship

Prime Minister U Nu’s stay in Yunnan was a heart-
warming passage in the kinsmanlike friendship between
China and Burma. This southwestern Chinese province
is populated by many nationalities and has many national
autonomous chou. The Burmese leader visited several of
these areas and everywhere received a greeting in the
local colourful style.

In Yunchinghung, capital of the Hsishuangpanna Tai
Autonomous Chou and a rising new city only 50 kilo-
metres from the Sino-Burmese border, Prime Minister U
Nu and Premier Chou En-lai celebrated the Tai New Year
with the local people. They took part in the joyous Water
Splashing Festival which is a holiday custom also observed
by the Burmese people during their New Year celebra-
tions. When the two leaders, together with local govern-
ment officials, appeared in the streets in Tai national
costumes, thousands of holiday-makers danced and sang
to greet them. They were well and truly doused as they
joined jubilant crowds in the merry-making amidst re-
sounding cheers of “Long live Sino-Burmese friendship!”
On the banks of the Langtsang River, they watched 580
muscular young Tais from all parts of the autonomous
chou compete in the biggest dragon boat race ever held
in Hsishuangpanna.

As Premier Chou En-lai has said at the farewell
banquet for Prime Minister U Nu, “this visit has enabled
Sino-Burmese friendship to put forth new flowers and
brought new splendour to the two countries’ relations
in the political, economic and cultural fields.”

The Bandung Spirit Grows

by OUR CORRESPONDENT

IN 1955, from April 18 to 24, twenty-nine Asian and
African countries met in conference in Bandung. It
was there, in that beautiful Indonesian city, that the Ban-
dung Spirit came into being. “A New Asia and a New
Africa have been born!” declared Indonesia’'s President
Sukarno at the Conference. *“Gone for ever are the days
when the destiny of the Asian and African peoples was
manipulated at will by others,” said China’s Premier Chou
En-lai from the same rostrum.
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This week the people of China, together with all pro-
gressive humanity, observed the sixth anniversary of the
Bandung Conference. The press and radio celebrated its
historic significance. A commemorative rally, attended
by over 1,500 people and many Afro-Asian and Latin
American guests, was held in Peking on April 18. On the
same evening, the Chinese Foreign Ministry held a com-
memorative reception; among those present were Premier
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Chou En-lai, Vice-Premier Ho Lung, diplomatic envoys
and Afro-Asian and Latin American guests in Peking.

March of Events

The anniversary was a [itting occasion for reviewing
the robust growth of the Bandung Spirilt and its dynamic
role in shaping the course of international events. The
Bandung Spirit, as Renmin Ribao (April 18) editorially
defined it, is a “spirit in which the Afro-Asian peoples
unite to oppose imperialism and colonialism, defend world
peace and the friendship between the peoples of all lands.”

Inspired by this spirit and aided by the mighty camp
of socialism, the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America
have won resounding victories in the past six years in
their battle against imperialism and colonialism. In Iraq,
the people’s uprising deprived the imperialist war machine,
the Baghdad Pact, of its pivot, Baghdad. In Lebanon and
Jordan, U.S. and British imperialist aggression met with
firm resistance. The Indonesian people quelled the im-
perialist-sponsored rebellion in their country. In south
Korea, Turkey, south Viet Nam and Laos, the past year
witnessed stormy struggles against U.S. imperialism and
its placemen. Japan, too, was deeply stirred by the suc-
cessive, nationwide united actions organized by tens of
millions of its people against the Japan-U.S. “Security
Treaty.”

Africa had only five independent states at the time
of the Bandung Conference. Now the number has jumped
to 27. The Egyptian people thwarted Anglo-French armed
aggression and recovered their Suez Canal. The Algerian
people are valiantly fighting on. The Congolese people
are pressing forward with their just struggle. All Africa,
from Capetown to the Mediterranean coasts, from Zan-
zibar to Gambia, is lit with the flames of national libera-
tion struggles. The final nails are being driven into the
coffin of colonialism.

In Latin America, the victorious banner of national
and democratic revolution was hoisted by heroic Cuba at
the very doorstep of Yankee imperialism.

Speaking at the Peking rally, Chairman of the Chinese
Committee for Afro-Asian Solidarity Liao Cheng-chih
reviewed these events. He said: ‘“The national and demo-
cratic movements in Asia, Africa and Latin America are
converging into a mighty, irresistible torrent. Their broad
and intensive development has tied the hands of imperial-
ism, upset its plans for launching a world war and deepened
the contradictions and crises of the imperialist camp headed
by the United States, thus making great contributions to
the defence of world peace.”

The two guest speakers at the rally — Ratne Deshapriya
Sananayeke, Ceylonese writer and Secretary-General of
the Permanent Bureau of the Afro-Asian Writers’ Con-
ference; and Elias Menya Okidi, president of the African
Students’ Union in China — also hailed the triumphant
forward march of the Afro-Asian peoples since Bandung.

Washington’s Fox Tail

These victories achieved since Bandung are great, but
the Afro-Asian and Latin American peoples are keenly
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aware that the struggle is far from being over. The old
colonialists will not take their defeat lying down. And,
what is more significant, fiendish U.S. neo-colonialism is
thrusting its tentacles all over the world. In his speech,
Liao Cheng-chih drew particular attention to the fact that
the Kennedy administration, in order to deliver the United
States from its plight, has had to make some alterations
in its tactics of aggression. Since its assumption of power,
the Kennedy administration has been trumpeting “a fresh
approach to world relations.” What is this “fresh ap-
proach”? Liao Cheng-chih said:

“With respect to Asian, African and Latin American
countries, it means to infiltrate into Asia and particularly
into Africa by posing as ‘sympathizers’ of national inde-
pendence, putting up the signboard of ‘aid’ to under-
developed countries, using the so-called ‘peace corps’ and
other tactics. It means to foster actively its agents so as
to attain the aim of using Asians to fight Asians, Africans
to fight Africans and Latin Americans to fight Latin
Americans. It means to use the United Nations and other
international organizations under its control, to use its
vassals and those who are willing to serve it, in interfer-
ing in the affairs of the Asian, African and Latin American
peoples and undermining the cause of these peoples for
winning and safeguarding their national independence.”

But, Liao Cheng-chih pointed out, “no matter how
craftily the Kennedy administration thinks it has camou-
flaged itself, its fox tail is bound to show.” He noted
particularly that the Kennedy administration, while step-
ping up the development of guided missiles and atomic
weapons, is laying special emphasis on preparations for
“limited warfare” and “sub-limited warfare,” the aim of
which is obviously to send troops, whenever necessary,
to directly suppress the national and democratic move-
ments in Asia, Africa and Latin America. “All this,” Liao
Cheng-chih declared, “fully shows that there is no dif-
ference in nature whatsoever between the Kennedy and
Eisenhower administrations, and that the peoples of the
whole world must maintain sharp vigilance and wage
unremitting struggles against the U.S. imperialist policies
of aggression and war.”

The guest speakers, too, stressed the need to fight neo-
colonialism.

Afro-Asian Solidarity

Celebrating the Bandung anniversary, the Chinese
people unequivocally reaffirmed their allegiance to the
Bandung Spirit and their close comradeship-in-arms with
all the embattled Asian, African and Latin American peo-
ples. Voicing this sentiment, Liao Cheng-chih in his
speech expressed stalwarl support for the Laotian people
and their Phouma government, the Congolese people and
their Gizenga government, and the Algerian people in
their armed struggle against the French colonialists.

Referring to the dastardly bombing of Cuba by U.S.
planes and the invasion of that country by U.S.-organized
mercenaries, Liao Cheng-chih declared: *“The Chinese
people express the greatest concern about the Cuban peo-
ple suffering from U.S. aggression and voice their resolute
support for the Cuban people’s struggle against aggres-
sion.” The tumultuous applause which greeted these words
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was the expression of the sentiments of a nation roused to
bitter anger by Washinglon's latesl, oulrageous crimes.

Peaceful Coexistence in Action

Guided by the Ten Principles formulated at the Ban-
dung Conference as well as the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence, China during the past six years has made
remarkable progress in forging friendly ties with Afro-
Asian and Latin American countries. Particularly in the
past year and more, it has signed treaties of mutual non-
aggression or of [riendship with Burma, Nepal, Afghan-
istan, Guinea, Cambodia and Indonesia (and, earlier, with
the Yemen). It has seitled the boundary question with
Burma and concluded a boundary agreement with Nepal.
It has reached agreement with Indonesia on the arrange-
ment for implementing the treaty on dual nationality.
It has established diplomatic relations with Cuba and a
number of newly independent African states. Vice-
Premier Chen Yi's successful visit to Indonesia, Prime
Minister U Nu’s fruitful sojourn in China, and the arrival
in Peking of the Ghanaian and Congolese Ambassadors —
these events of recent weeks are new manifestations of
China’s growing friendship with Afro-Asian nations.
Besides, China has exerted efforts which are well known
to the world for a settlement of the Sino-Indian boundary
question.

Reviewing these developments, Liao Cheng-chih said:
“All this has fully testified to our consistent stand of

faithfully adhering to the Five Principles of Peaceful
Cocxistence and the Bandung Spirit.” He pointed out
that the imperialist plots to torpedo Afro-Asian solidarity
and particularly to isolate China from the other Afro-
Asian countries have ignominiously failed. And he added:
“Facts in the past six years have shown that Afro-Asian
solidarity can stand the test, and that it is not China but
precisely imperialism and a handful of persons who deviate
from the Five Principles and the Bandung Spirit who
have been isolated.”

In the spirit of further promoting Alro-Asian soli-
darity, Liao Cheng-chih in his speech expressed the Chi-
nese people’s support for Indonesian President Sukarno's
proposal to convoke a second Afro-Asian Conference.

In its six years of existence, the Bandung Spirit has
exerted a far-reaching influence on the world. And its
vitality is still growing apace. Speaking in Bandung six
years ago, Premier Chou En-lai declared: “If we are
determined to preserve world peace, no one can drag us
into war; if we are determined to strive for and safeguard
our national independence, no one can continue to enslave
us; if we are determined to enter into friendly co-operation,
no one can split us.” Looking at the Bandung Con-
ference in its historical perspective, Renmin Ribao’s com-
memorative editorial said that events over the past six
years have graphically testified to the truth of these words
of Premier Chou and future events will provide even
more powerful proof of their truth.

Stop Washington’s Meddling in
South Viet Nam!

Following is an abridged translation of a “Renmin
Ribao” editorial of April 12. Original title: “U.S. Gov-
ernment Must Stop Its Intervention in South Viet Nam.”
Subheads are ours.— Ed.

OF late, particularly in the wake of the Bangkok meet-
ing of the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization, the
U.S. Government has stepped up its intervention in south
Viet Nam. This situation calls for serious attention.

As is well known, the Bangkok meeting which plotted
further intervention and aggression against Laos, was
also attended by a so-called observer of the Ngo Dinh
Diem clique of south Viet Nam. Posing an open threat
to the south Vietnamese people, the meeting’s resolutions
announced SEATO's “firm resolve not to acquiesce in”
any ‘“takeover” of south Viet Nam.

According to Western news agency reports, U.S.
President Kennedy and British Prime Minister Macmillan
also discussed steps for further intervention in south Viet
Nam in the course of their talks on April 6. They agreed
that “increased aid” should be given the Ngo Dinh Diem
clique and on the adoption of ‘“measures which might
prevent a further breakdown of the political situation
there.” On the same day, “U.S. defense authorities” admit-
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ted that recently the United States “has stepped up its
military supplies to south Viet Nam” and that a “new
programme” to strengthen future U.S. “aid” to the Ngo
Dinh Diem clique was being drawn up in Saigon. There the
huge U.S. “Military Advisory Group” which numbers
more than 2,000 has begun to train and equip Ngo Dinh
Diem troops in so-called “anti-guerrilla tactics.”

Who Is the “Outside” Force?

To create a pretext for intervention, the U.S. im-
perialists have done everything possible to distort and
slander the struggle of the people of south Viet Nam
against the United States and the Ngo Dinh Diem clique;
they allege that “an armed minority” in south Viet Nam
supported from “outside” was, in violation of the Geneva
agreements, trying to “occupy” south Viet Nam and so
on. However this is nothing but the despicable trick of
a thief crying “Stop thief!” It may be asked: Who actually
constitutes the “outside” force violating the Geneva agree-
ments, uses force to back the Diem clique’s dictatorship
and controls south Viet Nam? It is none other than the
U.S. imperialists themselves.

The Geneva agreements explicitly stipulate that every
participating country in the Geneva Conference is
obligated to respect the sovereignty, independence, unity
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and territorial integrity of Viet Nam and should in no
way intervene in ifs internal affairs. Yet, in the past six
years and more, the United States has persistently violated
the Geneva agreements, wantonly encroached upon the
sovereignty and independence of Viet Nam and done
everything in its power to obstruct the realization of the
peaceful unification of Viet Nam. It has illegally in-
troduced large quantities of arms and ammunition into
south Viet Nam, set up scores of air force and naval bases
there and turned the region into a springboard for its ag-
gression in Southeast Asia and a colony of a new type.
The United States has even directed the Ngo Dinh Diem
clique to dispatch troops into Laos to interfere in the
latter’s internal affairs. Moreover it has persistently
violated the Geneva agreements by using bayonets to sup-
port the Ngo Dinh Diem clique’s establishment of a reac-
tionary regime in south Viet Nam —a reign of terror
which finds few parallels in the world — and its brutal
massacre and persecution of the patriotic masses. The
whole region is overrun with troops and police and dotted
by jails; martial law has for a long time been imposed in
wide areas in the countryside and in many cities; and
there is absolutely no guarantee of the security of life
and freedom of the people. During this period, over

200,000 former Resistance members and innocent people
have been arrested and tens of thousands murdered.

Rising Popular Action

Under such dark rule, will the south Vietnamese peo-
ple take it lying down or stand up and fight for
survival and freedom? It is only natural and right that
they have heroically risen against the U.S.-Diem
clique. At present the struggle of broad sections of the
south Vietnamese people to overthrow Ngo Dinh Diem
has spread to all provinces in south Viet Nam. It is
apparent that the south Vietnamese people’s fight against
the U.S.-Diem clique is on the rise and no reactionary force
is capable of checking it.

The mounting popular struggle in south Viet Nam
against the reactionary rule of the U.S.-Diem clique is
precisely the outcome of the United States’ pursuance of
a policy of aggression in south Viet Nam. At the same
time, it testifies to the failure of this policy. Hence the
only conclusion to be drawn is: the United States Govern-
ment must immediately halt its intervention and aggres-
sion in south Viet Nam and withdraw all its military per-
sonnel from there so that the Geneva agreements can be
implemented.

Foreign Ministry Statement on Intensified
U.S. Intervention in South Viet Nam

The following statement was issued by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China on
April 13, 1961. — Ed.

RECENTLY, the United States of America has inten-

sified its interventionist and aggressive activities against
the southern part of Viet Nam. In the latter part of
March, under the direction of the United States, the
Bangkok meeting of the Southeast Asia Treaty Organiza-
tion openly adopted a decision to intervene in the situa-
tion in the southern part of Viet Nam. The U.S. Govern-
ment is stepping up the provision of large quantities of
military aid to the south Viet Nam authorities and is
planning to help the Ngo Dinh Diem clique enlarge its
army by 30,000 additional men. Moreover, Harry D. Felt,
Commander-in-Chief of the U.S. Armed Forces in the
Pacific region, has, upon orders, visited the southern part
of Viet Nam to carry out activities and take a direct part in
engineering new schemes of intervention. At the same
time, certain important officials of the U.S. Govern-
ment, maliciously distorting the facts, slandered and as-
sailed the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, with a view
to creating pretexts for further intervention in the situa-
tion of the southern part of Viet Nam.

This series of interventionist and aggressive activities
of the United States and SEATO constitutes an increas-
ingly crude violation of the Geneva agreements and an
increasingly serious threat to peace in Indo-China. In
its statements and its letters to the Co-Chairmen of the
Geneva Conference, the Government of the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam has firmly demanded that the U.S.
Government immediately stop all its schemes of inter-
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fering in the internal affairs of the Vietnamese people,
that the Ngo Dinh Diem clique immediately stop its
suppression of the patriotic movement of the people in
the southern part of Viet Nam, and that the Co-Chairmen
of the Geneva Conference and the International Com-
mission for Supervision and Control in Viet Nam adopt
emergency measures to halt the intervention of the
United States and the SEATO bloc and ensure that the
Geneva agreements be respected and scrupulously im-
plemented in the southern part of Viet Nam.

The Chinese Government fully supports the solemn
and just stand and reasonable demands of the Govern-
ment of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. The
Government and people of China, as a guarantor of the
Geneva agreements and a clese neighbour of Viet Nam,
cannot but express grave concern over the fact that the
United States, while attempting to enlarge the civil war
in Laos, is intensifying its intervention against the south-
ern part of Viet Nam. We consider that it is the sacred
right of the people in the southern part of Viet Nam, in
striving for survival, democracy and freedom, to wage
their patriotic and just struggle with which no foreign
country may interfere.

The Chinese Government hopes that the Co-Chairmen
of the Geneva Conference and the International Commis-
sion in Viet Nam will give consideration to the above-
mentioned just demands raised by the Government of
the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam and adopt effective
measures to halt the scheming activities of the United
States and the SEATO bloc for enlarged intervention and
aggression against the southern part of Viet Nam.
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Table Tennis

The 26th World Championships—
A Great Success

HE band played The Hearts of the World’s People Beat

as One; there was a final roar of cheers and applause
and the 26th World Table Tennis Championships success-
fully came to a close on the evening of April 14. With
more than 230 front-rank players from over 30 countries
and areas taking part, the 26th World Championships will
take a memorable place in the annals of this increasingly
popular game. It was a great gathering of sportsmen
from the five continents. In friendly rivalry, they raised
the technique of table tennis to a new, high level, and
they made a great contribution to mutual understanding
and friendship among the peoples of the world.

After nine days of keen competition and superb play,
these are the results for the seven major events of the
teurnament:

Men's Team Championship: 1.

3. Hungary.

China, 2. Japan,

Women's Team Championship: 1.
3. Rumania.

Japan, 2. China,

Men’s Singles: 1. Chuang Tse-tung (China), 2. Li
Fu-jung (China), 3. Hsu Yin-sheng (China) and
Chang Hsieh-lin (China).

Women’s Singles: 1. Chiu Chung-hui (China), 2. Eva
Koczian Foldine (Hungary), 3. Kimiyo Matsuzaki
(Japan) and Wang Chien (China).

Men’s Doubles: 1. Nobuya Hoshino/Koji Kimura
(Japan), 2. Zoltan Berczik/Ferenc Sido (Hungary),
3. Chuang Tse-tung/Li Fu-jung (China) and Chou
Lan-sun/Wang Chia-sheng (China).

Doubles: 1. Maria Ale-
xandru/Geta Pitica (Rumania), 2.
Chiu Chung-hui/Sun Mei-ying
(China), 3. Hu Ke-ming/Wang
Chien (China) and Han Yu-chen/
Liang Li-chen (China).

Mixed Doubles: 1. Ichiro Ogimura/
Kimiyo Matsuzaki (Japan). 2. Li
Fu-jung/Han Yu-chen (China),
3. Nobuya Hoshino/Masako Seki
(Japan) and Wang Chuan-yao/
Sun Mei-ying (China).

Women's

The men’s singles title was contested
by more than 140 of the world's best
players. Many were world-famous veterans
of the game; others were promising young
players who have come to the fore since
the last world championships held in Dort-
mund lwo years ago. Competition was
close and stiff, and the high standard of
play provided by the up-and-coming
youngsters, particularly their speed and
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vigour, outmanoeuvred many stalwarts of long stand-
ing and caused many surprise upsets. On the first
day of competition for the men’s singles championship,
six seeded players, including Berczik (seeded No. 2),
Hoshino (No. 4) and Larsson (No. 10), were eliminated.
There were more upsets in the next few days, including
the defeat of Jung Kuo-tuan, seeded No. 1, at the hands
of Brazil's fifteen-year-old Costa. After six eliminating
rounds, four young Chinese players stood the test and
entered the semi-finals.

China’s Chuang Tse-tung won his way to the finals in
the men’s singles by successively defeating Koji Kimura
(Japan), Chu Jen-lung (China), Konrad Freundorfer
(German Federal Republic), Ichiro Ogimura (Japan) and
Hsu Yin-sheng (China). The finals between Chuang Tse-
tung and his team-mate Li Fu-jung was a contest in speed
and powerful drives. They have similar styles of play
and their exchanges of fast, forceful smashes drew re-
peated bursts of applause from the packed gymnasium.
Chuang proved the better of the two and defeated his
opponent 3:1, winning the men’s singles championship and
retaining for China the St. Bride Vase which Jung Kuo-
tuan captured at the 25th World Championships two
years ago.

Competition for the women's singles title was stiff
too. It was full of ups and downs, and the outcome was
an open question until the last point in the finals was
scored. The skill, grit and keenness which the contenders
for the title displayed produced some of the best and most
thrilling games witnessed at the championships.

SRS

China’s winner, runner-up and semi-finalists in the men’s singles (right to left):
Chuang Tse-tung, Li Fu-jung, Hsu Yin-sheng and Chang Hsieh-lin
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There were signs of tough com-
petition even in the early rounds. On
the first day, Tomi Okada of Japan,
former world singles champion and
No. 4 seeded player, and Niele Rama-
nauskaite of the Soviet Union (seeded
No. 16) were eliminated by China’'s
Han Yu-chen and Liang Li-chen res-
pectively. Han Yu-chen fought a hard
battle to beat ' Tomi Okada in five
games, winning the first two games by
21:13 but losing the next two by 16:21
and 18:21 and pulling up again to win
the last game and the match with
another 21:13. Wang Chien (China)
scored a notable victory in the third
round by defeating No. 2 seeded player
Kazuko Itoh of Japan with a score of
3:1.

Excitement mounted as play
entered the semi-finals, with European
singles champion Eva Koczian Foldine
(Hungary) ranged against No. 1 seeded player Kimiyo
Matsuzaki (Japan) and Chiu Chung-hui (China) matched
against Wang Chien (China). Chiu Chung-hui beat her
compatriot Wang Chien 3:0, while Koczian defeated Matsu-
zaki 3:1. The match between Koczian and Matsuzaki, in
particular, thrilled the capacity crowd at the Peking
Workers’ Gymnasium with superb drives and excellent
saves. It was a hotly contested tussle between two master
players; Koczian’s cool stonewalling defence, combined
with quick backhand flicks, blunted the edge of Matsu-
zaki’'s powerful attack and finally carried the day.

The finals between Chiu Chung-hui and Eva Koczian
Foldine climaxed the competition for the women's singles
title. Both players were in top form, and the match be-
tween them was a hard-fought seesaw battle with many
vicissitudes. Like the match between Koczian and Matsu-
zaki played earlier in the day, it was a duel between attack
and defence that made for great excitement. Koczian,
steady in her defence as ever, took the first game 21:19.
Chiu Chung-hui rallied to win the second with the same
score. The third game went to Koczian again who kept
sending the ball to Chiu's weak backhand. Chiu came
round again in the fourth and her long drives to Koczian's
right hand succeeded in winning her the game, 21:18. The
fifth and decisive game brought the spectators to the edge
of their seats. Koczian made a good start and led all the
way. At 14:17 to her disadvantage, Chiu Chung-hui pulled
up with an amazing effort to tie the score and went on
to lead with 20:19. Then a powerful forehand drive brought
the whole hall to its feet to cheer Chiu Chung-hui for
winning the match and capture for China the women’s
singles title for the first time in the world championships.

In the men’s doubles, the Japanese pair Nobuya
Hoshino/Koji Kimura (seeded No. 5) co-ordinated splendid-
ly to win the title from tough contenders. In the finals
against Zoltan Berczik/Ferenc Sido (seeded No. 4), the
Japanese players’ topspin loop drives caused the
Hungarians to make many faulty returns and won for
them the championship with a score of 3:1.

The women’s doubles championship went to the Ru-
manian pair Maria Alexandru/Geta Pitica (seeded No. 5)
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The winner, runner-up and semi-finalists in the women's singles (right to left):
Chiu Chung-hui (China), Eva Koczian Foldine (Hungary), Wang Chien (China)
and Kimiyo Matsuzaki (Japan)

who played extremely well together too in the team cham-
pionship. In the fourth round, they scored a resounding
victory over Japan’s Kimiyo Matsuzaki/Kazuko Itoh (3:1),
the No. 1 seeded pair. They beat China's Chiu Chung-
hui/Sun Mei-ying (seeded No. 4) in a gruelling match of
five games in the finals.

In the mixed doubles, Ichiro Ogimura/Kimiyo Matsu-
zaki (seeded No. 1) came out with flying colours as was
generally expected. The Japanese pair, with their all-
round technique, better combination, richer experience
and more powerful drives, defeated the Chinese pair Li
Fu-jung/Han Yu-chen 3:1 in the finals.

A Retrospect

The 26th World Table Tennis Championships were a
great success. During the nine days of play, the cham-
pionships reflected the rapid development of this sport
which is gaining popularity among the peoples of all coun-
tries. They breought together a galaxy of the world’s
foremost players whose varied styles of play provided a
unique opportunity for exchange of experience and mutual
study of techniques. The championships did much to
raise table tennis to new heights. The superb skill and
sportsmanship of world-famous players won the plaudits
of an appreciative audience. The emergence of large num-
bers of young promising players added lustre to this as-
semblage of the world’s table tennis stars, and made the
championships more keenly and closely contested than
expected.

The success of China’s players in winning the men’s
team championship and the men’s and women’s singles
titles, and finishing second in the women's team cham-
pionship, the men’s singles, the women's doubles and the
mixed doubles was a great inspiration to the young Chi-
nese players. The whole country applauded these suc-
cesses. They are the result of the strong support given by
the Chinese Communist Party and People’s Government
to table tennis as to every other sport, and to physical
culture in general, ever since the founding of the Peo-
ple’s Republic in 1949. Over the last ten years, the num-
ber of table tennis enthusiasts has grown steadily
throughout the country. Many more took to the game
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after the International Table Tennis Federation decided in
1959 to hold the 26th World Championships in China. In
Peking alone, for example, tournaments with tens of
thousands of participants were held in 1960 in the various
districts of the city. It was from such a broad and solid
mass following that the Chinese players participating in
the world championships were selected.- They made an

excellent showing there. Most important.is the fact that

they have been able to exchange experience with master
players from other countries and they have learnt muth
from them to raise their standard of play. Championship
play also gave a lot of valuable lessons to the thousands
of non-participating players who saw the matches.

For Friendship and Mutual Understanding

While competing for the titles with great keenness,

the players from all over the world made new friends or
renewed old friendship during their pleasant stay in Pe-
king. During the tournament, they took a day off and
enjoyed themselves at the Summer Palace on the city’s
outskirts. Friendship was the keynote during their
sightseeing trip to the Great Wall after the championships.
The lone Great Wall on the undulating mountain-sides
suddenly became alive that day with the talk and laughter
of the world’s foremost table tennis players on holiday,
skylarking, joking, singing or posing together for souvenir
snapshots. “I enjoy the trip and my visit to China very
much,” said Victor Barna of England, “I wouldn’t have
missed it for anything.” “May our friendship last for ever
like the Great Wall!” said Zoila Rosales of Cuba. Such
were the sentiments of friendship of the players who took
part in the 26th World Championships,

In the Countryside

Mayor Peng Chen of Peking gave a banquet to cele-
brate the success of the 26th World Championships. Friends
from the five continents gathered once again in the ban-
quet hall of the Great Hall of the People and drank toasts
to their common victories at the championships, to raising
the general standard of play in table tennis and to peace,
friendship and unity. Addressing the gathering, Mayor
Peng Chen said that the 26th World Championships had
not only raised the technique of world table tennis to a
new, high level but also set a good example in promoting
friendship between the players of various countries and
giving full play to good sportsmanship. The Mayor
stressed that the championships were a vivid demonstra-
tion that no force on earth could thwart the earnest desire
of the world’s people for knowledge, friendship and peace.
He expressed the conviction that the peoples of all coun-
tries would break down every man-made obstacle and
bring about even closer contacts and friendly co-operation
in science, culture, sports and other fields, thereby making
still greater contributions to the cause of human progress
and world peace. In conclusion, he asked all friends, on
their return home, to convey to the people of their coun-
tries the sentiments of friendship of the residents of Pe-
king and of all the people of China.

Speaking on behalf of all the Chinese players, the
new women'’s singles champion Chiu Chung-hui toasted
the victories scored by the Japanese, Hungarian and Ru-
manian players and the success of other participants at
the championships. She bade farewell to all the friends
from all over the world and expressed the sincere wish
that they would meet again in Praguc in 1963 and renew
their friendship.

Health and Sanitation Drive Aids Agriculture

by LIN YANG

AS spring ploughing gets into full swing, medical and

health workers, no less than others from practically
all spheres of activity, are wholeheartedly throwing them-
selves into that overriding consideration of the day —
aid to agriculture. Large numbers of doctors, druggists,
nurses and administrative personnel from urban medical
institutions have gone to the fields— the “frontlines” of
agricultural production in popular present-day Chinese
parlance. Incomplete figures show that since last Decem-
ber, some 17,000 have left the cities in south China’s
Kwangtung Province for the countryside; over 1,600 from
the northwest’s Shensi Province went to the rural areas in
separate groups before and after Spring Festival this
year. .-, . Their main job: the prevention and.cure of
disease, particularly those contagious seasonal ailments
that used to have a high springtime incidence.

The consistent policy of China’s socialist medical and
health work has been to prevent and cure disease among
the people and put health protection in the service of pro-
duction. Since agriculture is the foundation of the national
economy and China’s rural population accounts for 80 per
cent of the country’s total, medical and health work should
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serve, first and foremost, the peasants. The steady influx
of medical personnel to the countryside from the cities is
a reflection of this policy. In fact, drastic changes have
been effected in medical and health care in the countryside
since liberation.

“The rich are treated; the poor left to the mercy of
fate.” So went the saying in China’s rural areas in pre-
liberation times. Medical facilities were so meagre as to
be almost non-existent in the countryside and the peasant
masses so poverty-stricken that they were quite helpless
in the face of disease. The seriously ill, in desperation,
turned for salvation to the gods or witcheraft.

Rural Medical Network

But with the founding of the People’s Republic rural
health and sanitation conditions witnessed rapid changes.
Under the care of the Communist Party and the People’s
Government, hospitals, clinics and health-protection centres
became widespread in the rural areas. The advent of the
rural people’s communes gave new impetus to progress.
In 1959, the communes had a total of over 200,000 hospitals,
maternity homes and clinics, more than double the number
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before the communes. There were about five times as
many beds as in pre-commune days. The number of beds
in the better-equipped county hospitals increased by 80
per cent compared with pre-commune days, and more than
tenfold compared with pre-liberation days.

The number of medical and sanitation workers also
multiplied rapidly. By 1959, over a million were serving
in the hospitals, clinics and health protection centres. In

addition, there were millions of spare-time participants in
health work.

In short, the rudiments of a rural medical and health
protection network have been brought into being. It ex-
tends from counties down to production brigades; is closely
integrated with production; embraces large, medium-sized
and small establishments; combines Western-style and
traditional Chinese medicine; and enlists both professional
medical workers and spare-time activists.

The county hospitals are the centres of this medical
and health protection network and are steadily making
progress. Each year large numbers of them are expanded
or renovated. Their stalfs are constantly reinforced by
graduates from regular medical colleges with competent
professional training. The cities, too, have been sending
some of their trained medical personnel to assist in the
county and commune-run hospitals.

Rural medical and health institutions have been re-
ceiving modern equipment in a planned way. X-ray
apparatus has been installed in all county hospitals where
electricity is available. Many counties have opened various
types of schools and short-term training classes to train
medical personnel for the rural areas. ‘

Thus, the county hospitals serve as centres giving
technical guidance to all other rural medical institutions
and are the base for medical education. They are constant-
ly helping to improve the quality of medical service in the
countryside.

Mass Health Campaign

An even more profound change in rural health and
sanitation finds expression in the fact that the broad
masses of peasants have been aroused and moved to action
on the question of improving health and sanitation in a
big way. Squalor and slovenliness are giving way to a
love of cleanliness.

The mass health campaign centring on the elimination
of the “four evils” — flies, mosquitoes, rats and bedbugs —
the improvement of sanitation and the wiping out of the
most prevalent diseases is a constant one. It has witnessed
a new high tide since the spring of 1960 when secretaries
of Party commitiees at all levels personally assumed
direction and technical guidance was further strength-
ened. More and more rural areas have distinguished
themselves as models of cleanliness and have achieved
excellent general health conditions. The best known rural
county in this respect is Chishan in Shansi Province (for
details see Peking Review, No. 7, 1961). All Chishan’s
residents are concerned with keeping their county scru-
pulously clean. This has contributed in no small measure
to their own good health and the excellent condition of
their livestock. Sun Village in this county, once notorious
for its poverty, squalor and the prevalence of disease,
has become a healthy, civilized new village where flies,
mosquitoes, rats and bedbugs are for the most part only
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memories of things past and where for many years, thanks
to the thoroughgoing health and sanitation campaign
launched by the people, there has been a complete absence
of contagious disease. Peasants throughout the country
are examining the experience of Chishan County and
applying it in their own areas in so far as it is suitable
to their own concrete situations.

Health Work Spurs Production

This concentrated effort in the sphere of health along
with improved labour protection in the fields and at con-
struction sites has resulted in a marked gain in the peo-
ple’s health. A notable indication of this is the fact that
seasonal contagious diseases have been brought under
control in many areas. The incidence of such cases has
been declining every year.

The fight for the elimination of parasitic and endemic
diseases has been stepped up and the prevention and cure
of chronic diseases is being undertaken on a large scale in
many places. A remarkable achievement has been the
confrol of schistosomiasis, one of the worst scourges in
the 12 provinces and municipalities south of the Huai
River and east of the Lantsang River in Yunnan Province.
Of the more than five million victims who received
treatment, the majority have been cured and are back on
the job. As mass health work has been rooted in the
policy of “prevention first,” the occurrence of this disease
has been considerably reduced. This contributed substan-
tially to the growth of production. Yuchiang County in
Kiangsi Province is a case in point. With the elimination
of schistosomiasis there, labour efficiency has risen
markedly. In Chishan County mentioned above, the
elimination of prevalent and endemic diseases has enabled
practically all able-bodied peasants to take part in field
work regularly.

In response to a call to the people by the Central
Committee of the Communist Party and Chairman Mao
Tse-tung in the latter part of 1960 to go in for agriculture
and grain production in a big way, rural medical and
health workers have intensified their drive for the preven-
tion and cure of disease in the service of production. It
was then that large numbers of medical workers began
to leave the hospitals and go to the frontlines of produc-
tion. In the fields, at construction sites, in public dining-
rooms, nurseries, Kkindergartens and other collective
wellare establishments, together with the commune mem-
bers, they plunged wholeheartedly into the campaign to
eliminate the “four evils” and improve sanitation. During
last year’s summer harvest, 80 per cent of the medical and
health workers in Shihchiachuang, Hopei Province, went
to the fields where they set up a medical and health pro-
tection network through which commune members re-
ceived treatment for minor ailments right where they
worked. They also opened a spare-time school which
provided on-the-spot training for 75,000 activists in health
work and delivered lectures on hygiene to nearly 150,000
commune members.

1t has become common practice for medical and health
workers active on the agricultural front to live, eat and
participate in productive labour with the commune mem-
bers and to consult them on all relevant matters. In so
doing, they gain intimate knowledge of the place and peo-
ple among whom they work. They are thus not only in
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a better position to grapple with disease, but prove to be
of invaluable assistance to the local Party organizations
in improving the livelihood of commune members. Their
contributions to the public dining-rooms are particularly
impressive. Very few cases of seasonal contagious diseases
were reporied during the past year and more in Tushan
People’s Commune on the outskirts of Chungking because
60 per cent of the commune’s hospital personnel took
turns in helping to improve sanitation in the public din-
ing-rcoms. More than 200 practitioners of both Western
and traditional Chinese medicine from Hsiangheng County,
Shansi Province, have given guidance to the public dining-
rooms in general sanitation work and have also advised
the cooks on the preparation of food which is both nutri-
tious and appetizing. This process is being repeated in
practically all China’s rural areas.

Urban-Rural Medical Workers:

Urban medical and health departments are giving all-
out help to rural medical institutions. In addition to
sending their own personnel to the countryside as men-
tioned above, they are also rendering technical aid and
helping train new health workers.

Medical personnel from the cities, medical college
teachers and students in particular not only make splendid
contributions to health work in the countryside but are
themselves immensely benefited from the experience
gained and from learning time-tested prescriptions and
methods of treatment evolved by the people over long
years of struggle against disease. And their gain in
ideological remoulding through contact with and service
to the working people is immeasurable. Students at the
Chungshan (Sun Yat-sen) Medical College in Canton used
to spend their year as inlerns in the large hospitals in
that city. This year, together with members of the teach-
ing staff, they went to the county and commune hospitals
or toured the water conservancy sites, The students and
staff members who went to the Lingshan County Hospital
helped cure a dozen patients seriously ill with intestinal
obstructions, intussusception and liver abscess. The intern

Partners in Progress

surgeons, for their part, improved their surgical tech-
niques in a very short time.

New forms of city-country co-operation have been
developed. Many hospitals in the cities have established
regular connections (“hook-up” connections as they are
called) with specific rural medical and health institutions.
In Liaoning Province, for example, all the county and
people’s commune hospitals have “hooked up” with one
urban hospital or another. The Szechuan Provincial Peo-
ple’s Hespital has established a network [or systematic
technical assistance to rural medical establishments — the
county and commune hospitals and clinics run by the com-
munes’ production brigades, with particular attention
focused on the county hospitals. No. 6 Hospital in the
triple city of Wuhan on the Yangtse has distinguished
itself in aiding rural medical and health work. It has
established “hcok-up” connections with the Hanyang
County Hospital and helped the latter to raise, within six
months, the professional level of many of its departments
to those of a modern city hespital. It has also sent its
own trained personnel to other nearby counties to help
combat various diseases and eliminate their sources.

This kind of co-operation between urban and rural
medical and health institutions stems directly from the
concrete implementation in medical and health work of
the Party’s general line for building socialism, the big
leap forward and the people’s communes. It shows that
the idea of the Central Committee of the Party and
Chairman Mao of taking agriculture as the foundation of
the growth of the national economy has taken firm root
in the hearts of the people.

As an old Chinese saying goes, “spring is the crucial
season of the year.” The work of disease prevention and
cure in spring is of great significance to the success of
spring ploughing which is, in turn, a decisive factor for
this year's harvest. Medical and health workers active in
the fields and public dining-rooms of the rural communes
are working enthusiastically for the health of the labour
force on the agricultural front.

Young Reclaimers of Virgin Soil

by OUR CORRESPONDENT

T the foot of a mountain skirted by a clear, meander-
ing stream stands an attractive hamlet of white-
washed houses, sturdily built to withstand the northern
cold. In front of the houses, just ready to go out to the
fields, are rows of tractor-drawn implements. Behind
them, fat porkers and sheep grunt and baa-aa in sties and
pens. This is Peking Village. But it is over a thousand
kilometres from the capital, in Lopei County in the north-
eastern part of China’s northernmost province, Heilung-
kiang. However this is no misnomer. Its residents are
true Peking people, hundreds of youngsters from the capital
who came here five years ago to help open up the vast
expanse of virgin land known as the Great Northern
Waste. Now that is a true misnomer, an anachronism, for
this area has become a giant granary.
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That metamorphosis from waste to granary is a saga
of New China’s dauntless young people in their “war on
nature.” In five years, these city-bred youth, all in their
late teens or early twenties, led by the Communist Party
and backed by people throughoul the country, built houses
with a total floor space of 3,000 square metres, opened up
17,400 mu of virgin soil, and produced millions of jin of
grain for the nation.

Near “Peking Village” are “Harbin Village,” “Tientsin
Village” and “Hopei Village” — settlemenis of youngsters
from those cities and that province. Together, they form
a branch of the Lopei State Farm, one of many such state
[arms on the Great Northern Waste. The story of the Pe-
king youngsters is typical of the kind of people who have
brought the wasteland to life.
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In autumn 1955, five youngsters from
Peking’s suburbs petitioned the city
committee of the Communist Youth
League (then the New Democratic Youth
League) for permission to go to a frontier
region to reclaim wasleland. They de-
clared: “We learn that there are more
than 1,000 million mu of wasteland slum-
bering in the frontier regions and that
the Party and Government have called
on us to reclaim them; we want to go
there right away to make the fertile
black earth yield grain and serve so-
cialism. . . . We know there will be dif-
ficulties. But we are young people of
the Mao Tse-tung era, we don't want
to live an easy life with food and clothing ready-made for
us —we want to be the vanguard of the volunteer land
reclaimers.”

Within two weeks of publication of their petition in
the Peking press, 800 youngsters had written in asking
to go with them. With the hearty approval and assistance
of the Communist Youth League, the first group of 60
young volunteers were selected to pioneer frontier land
reclamation. They arrived in the Great Northern Waste
and found it a vast stretch of grass and scrubland, roadless
and practically uninhabited. Few people had ever tra-
versed the area.

The young trail-blazers pitched their tents on the in-
hospitable steppe. That first night was pitch dark.
Wolves howled at the disturbers of their fastness. A few
shots scared them away. New masters of the wasteland
had arrived.

An urgent task was to get permanent housing built.
Braving bitter cold with the mercury at 40 degrees below,
they went into the forests on the Lesser Khingan Range to
get their own timber. Snowfalls here were so heavy that
sometimes when they woke of a morning they practically
had to dig themselves out of their tents. It was here too
that in the frozen, marshy hollows they got good reeds
for thatch. They manhandled their timber back to the
building site and, one after another, comfortable and be-
coming houses were erected in the wilderness.

Buckling Down to the Job

The main job, however, was to open up the fertile
black earth. They plunged into it right away. They had
been allotted an area of 30,000 mu of land. They had a
good plan of land utilization drawn up for them by a
special survey team sent down by the People’s Govern-
ment. Nearby counties and state farms provided horses,
farm tools and other means of production together with
pots and pans and other utensils. Bul it was their brawn
and brain that would have to do the actual work.

Nevertheless, in spite of this encouraging help, the
beginning was tough going for these youngsters, fresh
from primary or middle schools and with little or no ex-
pericnce in farming at all. To open up virgin soil is a
formidable job at the best of times; in the wasteland
swarms of relentless mosquitoes and the heavy sticky soil
after continuous rains did not make things any easier.
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A Fine Morning in the Great Northern Waste

Woodcut in colour by Fang Yuan

They learnt assiduously from the agro-technicians
sent by the county people’s government to help them and
gradually got the hang of ploughing. Sometimes teams of
six to eight horses had to be harnessed to the ploughs. A
single-horse plough is hard enough for a novice to manage.
Eight in hand is a tough proposition. But it was not long
before Li Shu-hsiang, a brawny Peking girl, was doing it
with the best of them. It was hard work but when the
youngsters saw the life-giving black earth turned up for
the first time under their ploughs they were filled with
excitement and the feeling that their endeavours were
well worthwhile. That first year, they opened up 1,200
mu of land.

The first sowing was done the following spring. As
the frost-free period is rather short at this high latitude —
48° N., time was the overriding consideration even though
by that time they had received tractors sent by the Peo-
ple’s Government. Work went ahead day and night. One
of the outstanding crews was that of eight girls headed by
17-year-old Hsu Shih-hua, daughter of a Peking steel
worker. It became champion at ploughing by day and by
night.

Nature was not niggardly in the return it gave to hard
work. That year, lush crops of wheat and soya beans grew
for the [first time in those fields. They raised more
vegetables, fodder and other crops than they could con-
sume on their farm and a bumper harvest of grain and
soya.

In 1958, they became part of the Lopei State Farm.
With better technical equipment and organization they
reaped ever richer crops.

Into Experienced Farmers

Today, when one meets tractor drivers or stock
breeders in their thick cotton-padded jackets and warm
fur hats at Peking Village, working with assured skill like
veteran farm hands, it is difficult to believe they are the
same inexperienced youngsters who came only five years
ago from the capital. In these five years, they have be-
come tempered, cheerful, skilled and hard-working so-
cialist farmers. Chou Chun, a teenager who didn't know
how to handle a horse and cart when he first came, is now
a skilled driver of his China-made Dongfanghong tractor.
Hsu Shih-hua has been re-elected a model worker every
year. One-third of these young people have become out-
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In the Great Northern Waste: A Modern Pouliry Farm
Woodcut in colour by Tu Hung-nien

standing workers. Among the first 60 to arrive in the
Great Northern Waste, there are now 19 tractor-combine
drivers (seven of them women); two stock breeders; one
agro-technician; four carpenters; 13 electricians and
mechanics; and four veterinarians. Four have been sent
to agricultural colleges or secondary schools.

They have made solid political progress too. Eighteen
of them have been accepted into the Communist Party and
22 have joined the Communist Youth League. As for the
five youngsters who initiated the whole affair, four—
Yang Hua, Pang Shu-ying, Li Ping-heng and Li Lien-cheng
— have been transferred and promoted. One is a director
of a state farm branch, two are vice-directors and the
fourth is director of a lactory. Chang Sheng remains as
leader of Peking Village. In short, these young city-breds
have found the frontier just the place to temper their
talents and energies in building socialism.

There have naturally been enormous improvements in
general living conditions. Their temporary abode has be-
come a miniature town complete with clinic, department
and book stores, and a cinema. During these years, 19
couples have got married and raised 37 babies. They have
snug homes, and there are few traces of the hardships of
the early days left. Many have become so fond of the
place that they have moved their whole families there
from the capital.

Life is never dull. They are absorbed in their work.
Radio, newspapers and magazines keep them abreast of
the news. They have their own wall newspaper. In the
mornings they have physical culture or games on the
sports field they themselves have built. Of an evening
there is study, discussions, choral singing and other
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amateur entertainments and the cinema. They are not
far now from the county town where modern transport
facilities are within easy reach.

Support from All Over the Country

But what makes [or the feeling of an ever-present,
living link between them and the great land behind them
is the continuing care and support they get from the Com-
munist Party and People’s Government and people all
over the country.

The land allotted them is fertile and they are well
provided with equipment and not by the Government
alone. When young workers of the Peking Farm
Machinery Works read of their project in the papers, they
contributed five double-share, double-wheel ploughs bought
out of the bonus won for overfulfilling their production
quotas. Young workers in a pharmaceutical works helped
stock the clinic. The thousands of books in their library
are gifts from young people all over the country. An agri-
cultural college sent good-strain seeds and the Heilung-
kiang provincial broadcasting station presented a fine re-
ceiver setl.

Their prized possessions too include warm and
friendly letters from people all over the country and
beyond. Overseas Chinese in Indonesia and Soviet youth
in Moscow have sent them greetings and encouragement.

They have established a long and valuable friendship
with Hu Yao-pang, First Secretary of the Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Communist Youth League. He has
visited them personally and kept up a regular correspond-
ence with them, sharing the joy of their bumper harvests
and discussing their problems with them in production,
political study, life and love. .

With the coming of a new spring, Peking Village, full
of youthful vigour, is stepping up its efforts to make that
old name — Wasteland — even more of an anachronism
than ever.
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