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Announcing

The Publication of the English Edition
of Volume IV of the
“Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung”

THE fourth volume of the Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung, edited by the Committee
for the Publication of the Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung, Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China, has been translated into English. It will be published on

May 1, 1961, by the Foreign Languages Press of China and distributed by Guozi
Shudian, Peking, China.

The fourth volume of the Selected Works includes Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s writings
during the period from August 1945 to September 1949, that is, the period from the con-
clusion of the War of Resistance Against Japan to the founding of the People’s Republic
of China. This is the period of the Third Revolutionary Civil War, also known as the
period of the Chinese People’s War of Liberation. It was a new period in the great rev-
olution of the Chinese people: the period of the decisive battle between armed revolu-
tion and armed counter-revolution in China. The decisive struggle between the two
destinies, the two futures facing China — a new China of the broad masses of the people
under the leadership of the proletariat, or the semi-colonial and semi-feudal old China
under the dictatorship of the big landlords and big bourgeoisie — constitutes the basic
content of this period. Under the correct leadership of the Chinese Communist Party
headed by Comrade Mao Tse-tung, the Chinese people, after a four-year struggle, after
a civil war of unprecedented scale, finally won a great countrywide victory, over-
throwing the rule of imperialism and its lackeys and founding a new China. The fourth
volume of the Selected Works is a great record of this victorious struggle.

The fourth volume of the Selected Works contains 70 writings by Comrade Mao
Tse-tung. These articles are the crystallization of the experience of the Chinese rev-
olution during the period of the Third Revolutionary Civil War, and the great achieve-
ments made by Comrade Mao Tse-tung in solving problems of the Chinese revolution
by applying the scientific theory of Marxism-Leninism. These articles have played an im-
mense role in mobilizing and organizing the Chinese Communist Party and the Chi-
nese people.

The Foreign Languages Press
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ROUND THE WEEK

Right on the Dot

The nation’s railway workers are in
the limelight. Word last week from
the railway lines that span the coun-
try was that punctuality of trains,
both passenger and freight, had
reached or approached the highest
point in China’s railway history. The
two million strong railwaymen are
going all out for another all-round
rise in rail transport efficiency. They
are making the trains carry more,
faster, are streamlining the whole
operation and with it all maintaining
their outstanding safety record.

Everyone takes it for granted that
their train will pull into the station
right on the minute. But few really
understand what it takes to achieve
this. A modern railway network is
a fabulously intricate mechanism.
Failure on one sector affects the other.
Making a train run “like clockwork”
is not a job for the locomotive driver
alone, but is the meshing of a thousand
and one links not least of which is
timely and thorough maintenance
work, efficient loading and unloading,
good equipment and facilities. It calls
for close-knit co-ordination of all de-
partments ‘“right down the line” and
the joint effort of everyone concerned
from the man in the control tower to
the porter on the platform.

Post-liberation railway operations
in China have been noted for train
punctuality. The continued mass cam-
paigns to improve work and raise
efficiency involving railway workers
at every level have been a prime
factor in achieving this record. These
campaigns fire the initiative of the
railwaymen and encourage them to
contribute both brain and brawn to
make the railway run better. Current
successes are likewise the result of a
mass movement launched in February.

The tremendous expansion of the
national economy during the big leap
of the past three years has enormously
increased the burden of rail transport.
To meet the demands managerial
staff and workers in the railway
departments turn first to heightening
all-round efficiency, and the full
utilization of existing lines and
facilities.

Peking is one of those railway hubs
which have set new records. Feb-

ruary’s score in punctuality of depar-
ture and arrival of passenger trains
reached 100 per cent and 95 per cent
respectively.  Freight train departure
and arrival punctuality hit 98 and 91
per cent. Further improvement was
reported last month. To make all this
possible mechanics have put extra
effort into checking and overhauling
locomotives, maintenance  squads
checked and corrected every deficiency
with an eagle eye, electricians in-
stalled and improved signals, and ad-
ministrative staff and workers togeth-
er streamlined and strengthened the
overall work systems.

The drive for efficiency is still
picking up speed. As members of the
working class China’s railway workers
are fully aware that they are driving
the train of history and they mean to
bring it in on time!

Progress Report from Tibet

Panchen Erdeni’s report to the Fifth
Plcnary Session of the Preparatory
Committee for the Autonomous Region
of Tibet held on April 2-13 spelt out
a record of achievements that must
cheer all progressive mankind as they
watch the Tibetan people breaking the
chains of feudal slavery once for all.

Panchen Erdeni had this to say:

Democratic reform, sweeping away
the system of feudal serfdom, has been
completed in 97 per cent of the agri-
cultural districts, with a population of
870,000. Over two-thirds of the pasto-
ral areas have already carried out the
campaign of ““three antis and two bene-
fits,” as the Tibetans call the move-
ment against the reactionary rebellion,
the ula system of forced labour and
serfdom and to ensure benefits for both
the herdsmen and livestock owners.
In these areas, the old master-serf
relationship between owners and herds-
men has been gradually transformed
into one of wage employment while
the legitimate interests of the live-
stock-owners are protected. This has
increased the herdsmen’s enthusiasm
in caring for the livestock and in other
productive work and also encouraged
the owners to improve the manage-
ment of their herds. Feudal preroga-
tives and the system of feudal ex-
ploitation and oppression have been
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Carry More, Faster

abolished in monasteries and temples
and democratic ways of running them
instituted. Political rights have been
extended to the lamas and nuns and
there is now genuine freedom of re-
ligious belief for all, lamas, nuns and
laity.

In the wake of democratic reform,
the organs of the people’s state power
have been set up in seven special ad-
ministrative regions, one city and 72
counties. Large numbers of Tibetan
administrative personnel have been
trained, and many are already hold-
ing responsible posts in various fields
of work. Most of these have come from
among the ranks of the working people.

Big strides have been made in pro-
duction, too. Tibet now has more than
13,000 agricultural mutual-aid teams
embracing 140,000 peasant households.
Last year the emancipated peasants
reaped the biggest crop in the history
of Tibet, recording a grain harvest 15
per cent greater than in 1959. Out-
standing achievements are also scored
in other fields.

Outlining the work for 1961, Panchen
Erdeni said the chief tasks would be
to continue democratic reform, con-
solidate the people’s democratic dicta-
torship, and develop in a big way
agriculture and food crops in partic-
ular while simultaneously advancing
animal husbandry. Industry (handi-
crafts included), transport and tele-
communications, finance, trade and
culture, education and public health
work will also expand.

Lenin’s Birthday

April 22, the 91st anniversary of the
birth of Lenin, was widely marked in
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China. Special commemoration meet-
ings were held in Peking, Shanghai,
Harbin, Sian, Chengtu, Shenyang and
other cities.

More than 1,500 attended the Peking
meeting sponsored by the Sino-Soviet
Friendship Association and presided
over by its Vice-President, Kuo Mo-jo.
Members of the diplomatic corps of the
Soviet Union and other socialist coun-
tries were also present.

Ai Szu-chi, Vice-President of the
Higher Party School of the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party, gave the main address at the
meeting. He dealt with the brilliant
victories scored by the ideas of Lenin,
the great historical experience of
the October Socialist Revolution and
analysed the excellent current world
situation.

Ai Szu-chi lauded the tremendous
achievements of the Soviet Union in
building socialism and communism.
Hailing its achievement in science and
technology, he particularly mentioned
the recent successful flight of the first
manned spaceship. Dealing with the
great significance of the two Moscow
meetings held in 1957 and 1960, Ai
Szu-chi pointed out that the Moscow
Statement had already shown itself to
be a powerful force in advancing the
worldwide struggle against imperialism
and for world peace, national libera-
tion, democracy and socialism. He de-
clared that imperialism and the forces
of reaction could never block the peo-
ple of the world marching towards the
goal shown by Marxism-Leninism.

Ai Szu-chi denounced the policies of
war and aggression followed by the
Kennedy Administration.

Woodcut by Hsu Shih-liang

He also pointed out that the Com-
munists of the world would unite
closer on the basis of the Moscow
Statement to oppose the betrayal and
disruptive activities of the Yugoslav
revisionists and safeguard the revolu-
tionary teachings of Lenin.

He discussed the tremendous
achievements scored by the Chinese
people in revolution and construction,
under the leadership of the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party hcaded by Comrade Mao Tse-
tung and guided by the principle of
integrating the wuniversal truth of
Marxism-Leninism with concrete prac-
tice of the Chinese revolution. He
expressed confidence that greater vic-
tories would be gained for Marxism-
Leninism in China.

The Chinese Communist Party and
Chairman Mao Tse-tung, Ai Szu-chi
pointed out, have always laid special
stress on educating the Party and the
whole people in the spirit of prole-
tarian internationalism in accordance
with the teachings of Lenin. Comrade
Mao Tse-tung has always taught the
Chinese people to safeguard and
strengthen our unity with the socialist
countries and the unity with the Com-
munist Parties of all countries. The
unity between China and the Soviet
Union and the unity between the Chi-
nese and Soviet Parties, said the
speaker, are of the utmost importance
to the unity of the entire socialist
camp and the international communist
movement. The Chinese people will
work untiringly to strengthen their
unity with the Soviet Union, and with
other socialist countries, the unity of
the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin

Peking Review



America and of all the people in the
world who cherish peace and freedom.

Spring Tea

Tea connoisseurs are crowding the
counters of tea shops in the southern
provinces for a taste of the year’s first
crop of China’s many famous teas.

The first crop of the season is being
picked in all the major tea growing
areas. The hills around West Lake in
Hangchow, famous for both its lovely
scenery and its mild Lungching grecen
tea, promise an excellent crop. Peo-
ple’s commune members there started
picking on March 22. The first crop is
of the young, tender semi-transparent
leaves described as the “tips of the
birds’ bills.” After careful processing
these become the famous “Minggian”
tea.

First pickings are also reported from
Fukien, Anhwei, Szechuan, Yunnan
and other tea-producing centres. Sze-
chuan's famous “Chuanhong” and
“Mengting” teas are already on the
market.

Spring tea grows fast. It calls for in-
tensive cultivation and careful tending.
Veteran tea-farmers say “leaves culled
three days earlier are a delicacy but
those picked three days late are
‘grass,”” so people’s communes in the
tea-producing areas are deploying a
big labour force this year in at their
tea gardens to get the best of the best.

While their first crop of tea is being
gathered in, tea-farmers throughout
the country are making plans to reap a
better harvest in general this year. In
Yunnan Province tea cultivation dates
back some 1,700 years ago. All that
wealth of tradition and modern knowl-
edge too was drawn upon at a special
conference held there recently to work
out concrete measures to get a big
harvest this year. This southwestern
province has steadily increased its
tea output in recent years. Tea cul-
tivation has been continuously ex-
tended. During the past three years
its output has increased at an annual
rate of 15.85 per cent. Last year's
natural calamities did not spare Yun-
nan’s tea groves, but its output was
still 60 per cent more than in 1957.
Quality also has improved steadily;
its green and Dienhong black teas both
enjoy enormous popularity on the
home as well as the world markets.

All - Round Doctors

Last week in Liaoning Province,
northeastern China, a group of doctors
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of a new type completed their train-
ing and received their diplomas. They
are the province's first group of
doctors of Western medicine who three
years ago took leave of absence from
their clinics to study traditional Chi-
nese medicine at the Liaoning Institute
of Traditional Chinese Medicine.

These 80 graduates are all estab-
lished physicians. Many of them are
leading practitioners from various hos-
pitals and instructors in medical col-
leges in the province. They began
their study of traditional Chinese
medicine in response to the call of the
Party to medical practitioners of the
Western school to study traditional
medicine, which forms part of the
legacy of the Chinese people, and so
help improve traditional medicine as
well as advance China’s medical sci-
ence in general.

Their studies under well-known
traditional physicians included courses
on the basic theories of Chinese
medicine and their practical applica-
tion.

They will apply their knowledge of
Western and traditional Chinese medi-
cine in both clinical practice and
research. On the basis of their newly
acquired knowledge they have already
compiled new lecture material on
pathology, diagnostics, infectious dis-
eases and other subjects.

The Liaoning Institute, set up in
1958, has an enrolment of 500 and a
faculty of 80 veteran practitioners. It
is one of many similar institutes in
almost every province and major city
in the country which are training
medical personnel versed in both the
Western and traditional Chinese
schools of medicine.

A Commune Called East Wind

Members of the East Wind People’s
Commune in Sinkiang look back at
last year’s record with quiet satisfac-
tion. It is true that nature was ruthless
towards them. Their farms were
heavily hit first by drought, then by
hailstorm. But the members of that
Wusu County rural commune gave
nature a run for its money, put up
a stiff fight, kept their heads above
water and finally emerged with a food
crop bigger than 1957's.

Situated in a region inhabited by
Sinkiang’s many nationalities, the
East Wind People’s Commune boasts
an assorted membership of Hans,
Kazakhs, Uighurs, Huis, Mongolians
and Sibos. 1t is composed of five pro-

duction brigades — the membership of
two is mainly Han, the other two
Uighur and Hui and the fifth a com-
bination of all the nationalities men-
tioned above. In the past, the Hans,
Uighurs and Huis engaged in farming
while the Kazakhs devoted themselves
to animal husbandry. Mixed as the
region was, each nationality formed a
unit of its own within the villages.
Disputes and quarrels were common-
place. Livestock being no respectors
of demarcation lines frequently wan-
dered into each other's fields and
grazed on the crops while at other
times the farmers themselves en-
croached on their neighbour’s pastures.
It was only after liberation and
through the painstaking application of
the Communist Party’s national policy
that the estrangement among the na-
tionalities was finally eliminated and
relations improved. Agricultural co-
operation had helped enormously to
boost output in the region, but since
the co-ops were more or less strictly
based on the village, co-ordinated ef-
forts on a large scale were ruled out.
The region is rich in virgin lands and
rolling pastures which, due to lack of
water, remain uncultivated. The
emergence of the commune wrought a
great change. Even in its first year
of existence, a great number of canals
and reservoirs were built by the joint
efforts of the once alienated nationali-
ties, now brought together in the peo-
ple’s commune. Consequently in 1959
and 1960 some 25,000 mu of waste-
lands came under cultivation and more
than 15,000 mu were added to the
acreage sown to food crops.

Differences between the nationali-
ties were eliminated in the most nat-
ural and effective way — by working
together in a common cause. The
Hans, more skilled in agriculture, ini-
tiated the Kazakhs of the production
brigades in the use of many of their
farming techniques while the Kazakhs
in turn passed on their age-old wisdom
of animal husbandry. Together they
have extended the cultivated area of
the commune by a third, achieved a
marked increase in both grain and cot-
ton production, and chalked up a 30
per cent increase in livestock. Even
more important has been the building
of a solid fraternal friendship. Now
as a measure to further deepen their
understanding, the East Wind Com-
mune’s Han, Kazakh and Uighur
members are learning to speak each
other’s language.



Sino-Laotian Joint Statement

*The two parties reached agreed views on the Laotian situation, the relations
between the two countries and important international questions.

*They hope the forthcoming international conference will ensure the
sovereignty, independence, unity and territorial integrity of Laos and non-

interference in its internal affairs.

* They protest against the U.S. decision to establish a military assistance
advisory group in preparation for direct participation in the Laotian civil war.

* They agreed that the remnant Chiang Kai-shek troops must be cleared off

Laotian territory.

*The two countries have decided to formally establish diplomatic relations
and strengthen economic and cultural co-operation.

The following joint statement of the Premier of the
State Council of the People’s Republic of China Chou En-
lai and the Premier of the Royal Government of Laos
Prince Souvanna Phouma was issued at Hangchow, China,
on April 25.— Ed.

T the invitation of the Premier of the State Council

of the People’s Republic of China Chou En-lai, the
Premier of the Royal Government of Laos Prince Sou-
vanna Phouma visited the People’s Republic of China from
April 22 to 25, 1961. The Chairman of the Neo Lao
Haksat Prince Souphanouvong paid a friendly visit to
China at the same time.

During the visit, Premier Souvanna Phouma and
Prince Souphanouvong were received by the Chairman
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
China Mao Tse-tung, who held cordial conversations with
them.

During the visit, talks were held by Premier Chou
En-lai and Premier Souvanna Phouma on the Laotian
situation, the relations between the two countries, im-
portant international questions and other questions of
common interest to both countries. Also taking part in
the talks were, on the Chinese side: Marshal Chen Yi,
Vice-Premier of the State Council and Minister of Foreign
Affairs; Chang Han-fu, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs;
and Wu Hsiu-chuan, Member of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of China; and on the Laotian
side: Prince Souphanouvong, Chairman of the Neo Lao
Haksat; Quinim Pholsena, Minister of Information; and
Prince Sisoumang Sisaleumsak, Secretary of State for
Rural Affairs. The talks were held in an atmosphere of
cordiality, friendship and full understanding. Agreed
views were reached by the two parties on the questions
discussed.

At the talks, the two parties expressed the agreed
view that the current grave situation in Laos is a result
of the fact that certain member states of SEATO headed
by the United States of America have supported the rebel
elements in Laos, violated the Geneva agreements and
interfered in the internal affairs of Laos. The eager desire
of the Laotian people is to achieve peace, neutrality,

6

national amity, state unity and freedom from foreign inter-
ference. The two parties reaffirmed that it is necessary,
in accordance with the provisions of the 1954 Geneva
agreements, to ensure the sovereignty, independence, unity
and territorial integrity of Laos and non-interference in
its internal affairs; and they were of the identical view
that the holding of an enlarged meeting of the Geneva
Conference with the participation of fourteen nations, as
proposed by Prince Norodom Sihanouk, Head of State of
Cambodia, constitutes the only effective avenue to a peace-
ful settlement of the Laotian question. The two parties
expressed the ardent hope that the countries concerned
will, at the forthcoming international conference. make
joint efforts and strictly ensure the sovereignty, indepen-
dence, unity and territorial integrity of Laos and non-
interference in its internal affairs, so as to realize the
aspirations of the Laotian people, expand the area of peace
and neutrality in Southeast Asia and safeguard peace
in Indo-China and the whole of Asia.

The two parties deemed it necessary to point out that
the U.S. Government, while expressing itself in favour of
settling the Laotian question peacefully, is still stepping
up its military intervention in Laos. The recent decision
of the U.S. Government to establish a so-called “Military
Assistance Advisory Group” in Laos is a serious step
taken by the United States in preparation for direct partic-
ipation in the civil war in Laos. The two Governments
strongly protest against this step.

The two parties also discussed the question of the
remnant Chiang Kai-shek troops running riot in the Sino-
Laotian border areas and noted that foreign interven-
tionists are using these remnant troops to expand the civil
war in Laos and threaten the security of China. The
two parties were of the agreed opinion that, for the sake
of the tranquillity and friendship of the two countries,
these remnant Chiang Kai-shek troops must be cleared
off Laotian territory.

Premier Chou En-lai stated to Premier Souvanna
Phouma that the Chinese Government and people reso-
lutely support the Royal Government of Laos led by him
and the policy of peace, neutrality, national amity and
state unity pursued by it. The Chinese Government con-
sistently holds that this policy not only is in the interest
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of the Laotian people, but also helps safeguard peace in
Indo-China and the whole of Asia. The Chinese Govern-
ment and people are glad to see that the Royal Laotian
Government led by Premier Souvanna Phouma, with the
energetic support of the Neo Lao Haksat, has united all
the patriotic forces in Laos in victoriously waging a just
and patriotic struggle against foreign intervention. As
it has done before, the Chinese Government will give
resolute support to this struggle of the Laotian people.

The two parties expressed indignation at the armed
aggression to which Cuba was subjected not long ago,
and warmly congratulated the Cuban people on the im-
portant victory they won in their struggle to repulse this
armed aggression.

During the talks, the two parties reviewed with satis-
faction the fact that since Prince Souvanna Phouma
resumed the premiership of the Royal Laotian Govern-
ment in August 1960, relations between the two countries
have undergone further development. The two parties
hold that to continuously consolidate and develop the
friendly and good-neighbourly relations between China
and Laos fully conforms to the desires and fundamental
interests of the two peoples. Therefore, the two Govern-
ments have decided to formally establish diplomatic rela-
tions and exchange diplomatic missions of the rank of
ambassador. The two parties noted with satisfaction that

Premier Souvanna

EKING, under warm skies, gave a happy welcome to
Prince Souvanna Phouma, Premier of the Royal
Laotian Government, who arrived here on April 22.
Peking citizens have the most cordial memories of the
Prince’s visit to China in August 1956, which made so
great a contribution to strengthening the friendship be-
tween the peoples of China and Laos. They were elated
that this time Prince Phouma was accompanied by
Prince Souphanouvong, Chairman of the Neo Lao Haksat
Party.

A crowd of 10,000 people gathered at the Peking air-
port to greet the two royal visitors and their party. The
national flags of China and Laos flew side by side in the
spring breeze. Banners and flowers and the beat of
drums and cymbals welcomed the Laotian guests. Present
at the airport were Premier Chou En-lai, Vice-Premier
Chen Yi and well-known personages from all walks of
life. Premier Chou En-lai made a speech of welcome.
Addressing his welcomers, Premier Phouma said that he
was very much moved to come again to Peking and that
“there is no obstacle to our friendship.”

Rally of Welcome and Banquet

On April 23, the capital held a big rally to welcome
the distinguished Laotian guests. Following the playing
of the Laotian and Chinese national anthems, Mayor Peng
Chen of Peking delivered the opening speech. He paid
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the two Governments already exchanged notes in March
1961 on the question of exchanging Economic and Cul-
tural Missions and decided to strengthen economic and
cultural co-operation between the two countries through
corresponding economic and cultural agreements to be
signed in the near future. In order to help the develop-
ment of the Laotian economy and facilitate communication
between the two countries, the Chinese Government, at
the request of the Royal Laotian Government, has agreed
to help the Kingdom of Laos build a motor road.

The Royal Laotian Government expressed admiration
for the tremendous achievements gained since 1956 by
the Chinese people under the wise leadership of Chair-
man Mao Tse-tung and the state leaders of China. At
the same time, the Royal Laotian Government once again
expressed the deepest thanks to the Chinese Government
and people for the generous and selfless assistance they
had hitherto given to the Royal Government.

The two parties expressed the deep conviction that
the present visit to China by Premier Souvanna Phouma
has further strengthened the traditional friendship be-
tween the Chinese and Laotian peoples, and that the rela-
tions between the two countries will certainly develop
with each passing day on the basis of the Five Principles
of Peaceful Coexistence and the Bandung spirit.

April 25, 1961

Phouma in China

tribute to the Laotian people for their great victories in
their patriotic and just struggle against foreign interven-
tion. He declared again that the Chinese people con-
sistently support the Laotian people’s just stand. His
speech was warmly applauded by the more than 10,000
people present. Mayor Peng Chen severely condemned
U.S. imperialism for its crimes of aggression and inter-
vention in the internal affairs of Laos, and exposed the
double-dealing tactics of U.S. imperialism in both agreeing
to settling the Laotian question by peaceful means and
simultaneously stepping up its armed intervention against
Laos.

In his speech at the rally, Premier Souvanna Phouma
expressed his confidence that with their courage and the
support of the neutral and socialist countries, the Laotian
people would certainly realize their wish for peace and
neutrality. On behalf of the Laotian people, he expressed
his support for the Chinese people’s stand in regard to
Taiwan and the restoration of the rightful place of the
People’s Republic of China in the United Nations. Prince
Phouma’s friendly words time and again evoked warm
applause from his audience.

That same evening, in honour of the Laotian guests,
Premier Chou En-lai gave a banquet attended by more
than a thousand persons. Speaking at the banquet, Pre-
mier Chou said: The situation at present is extremely
favourable to the people of all countries in their struggle
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for peace and opposition to aggression. The heroic Cuban
people have triumphantly defeated the invading mer-
cenaries of the United States. Just as the Cuban people
could make U.S. armed aggression end in ignominious
failure, so can the Laotian people likewise defeat all the
intrigues and plots of the United States. Premier Chou
emphatically declared that if the countries concerned have
the sincere desire to settle the Laotian question peace-
fully, it should not be difficult, at an enlarged meeting
of the Geneva Conference, to reach agreement for the
effective assurance of the independence, peace and
neutrality of Laos. This is a touch-stone for testing
whether or not the United States has the sincere desire for a
peaceful settlement of the Laotian question. Premier
Chou described this visit to China by Princes Souvanna
Phouma and Souphanouvong as a big event in Sino-
Laotian relations.

In the name of himself, his brother Prince Soupha-
nouvong and his colleagues, Prince Phouma thanked
Premier Chou En-lai and the Chinese people for the
hospitality accorded them.

During their stay in Peking, the distinguished guests
from Laos paid a visit to the Summer Palace, the well-
known beauty spot of the capital.

On April 24, accompanied by Premier Chou En-lai and
Vice-Premier Chen Yi, Prince Souvanna Phouma, Prince
Souphanouvong and their colleagues left Peking for Hang-
chow by air. There they rested by the West Lake, enjoy-
ing a boat ride on the lake and visits to local beauty spots
and historical sites. On April 25, they concluded their
friendly visit to China and left via Kunming for a visit
to the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam.
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On the same day that Premier Phouma arrived in
Peking, a ten-member Delegation of North Laos of the
Laotian Royal Government headed by Kham Pheng
Boupha, representative of Premier Phouma, arrived at
Kunming to pay a friendly visit at the invitation of Yu Yi-
chuan, Governor of China’s Yunnan Province.

New Development of Sino-Laotian Friendly Relations

The visit of these distinguished Laotian guests has
immensely improved friendly relations between China and
Laos. Renmin Ribao’s editorial of April 26 says that the
joint statement of Premier Chou En-lai and Premier
Souvanna Phouma showed that the decisions of the two
Governments to formally establish diplomatic relations and
exchange diplomatic missions of the rank of ambassador
have laid a solid foundation for the further development

of friendly, good-neighbourly relations between the two
countries.

Recalling the traditional friendship which has for long
existed between the peoples of these two close neighbour-
ing countries, the editorial says: “The two peoples always
sympathize with and support each other in their respective
struggles for national independence and against im-
perialist domination and aggression. During the years
of the Second World War, they jointly resisted Japanese
imperialist aggression. In the postwar period, the Chinese
people stood firmly on the side of the Laotian people in
their struggle against French and U.S. imperialism. The
historical contacts between the two countries were
gradually restored after the 1954 Geneva Conference. The
first visit paid by Premier Souvanna Phouma to China
in August 1956 particularly created favourable conditions
for the establishment of friendly relations between our
two countries. But later on because U.S. imperialism did
everything possible to wreck the Geneva agreements and
interfered in the internal affairs of Laos, the development
of these friendly relations between our two countries met
with serious obstacles. Last August. when Prince
Souvanna Phouma once again led the Royal Laotian
Government, friendly relations between our two countries
advanced another step. These facts fully demonstrate
that it was only due to obstruction and sabotage by im-
perialism that friendly relations between China and Laos
did not develop smoothly and rapidly. Now that the two
Governments have decided to establish formal diplomatic
relations, friendly co-operation between the two countries
will steadily develop on the basis of the Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence and the Bandung spirit. This is
another heavy blow to the U.S. imperialist scheme to sow
discord and undermine friendship and solidarity among
the Asian peoples.”

The editorial declares that the Sino-Laotian joint
statement accords with the common interests and aspira-
tions of the peoples of the two countries and makes im-
portant contributions to the promotion of the peaceful
settlement of the Laotian question, to the extension of
the area of peace and neutrality in Southeast Asia and
the safeguarding of peace in Indo-China and throughout
Asia. In conclusion, the editorial expresses the conviction
that the heroic Laotian people will certainly be able to
defeat every aggressive plot of the foreign intervention-
ists, achieve victory, and make Laos an independent, free
and prosperous country.
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China Hails Cuba’s Victory

“We're With You, Cuba!”

LL China followed the fast-moving events in the Carib-

bean with a keen sense of participation from the first
breaking of the news of the U.S. armed aggression against
Cuba. This was fully expressed in the Chinese Govern-
ment’s statement pledging all-out support for Cuba. The
Chinese people know from their own experience that a
people which has stood up is invincible. They have full
confidence in the victory of the Cuban people. When that
victory was finally announced, the whole nation cheered
and rejoiced. Rallies and demonstrations greeted the
important victory of the Cuban people in wiping out the
U.S. hirelings. They condemned U.S. imperialism for its
vicious attack on Cuba and pledged fresh resolve to give
every support to the Cuban people in their revolutionary
struggle and in defeating every new interventionist plot
hatched in Wall Street.

The Cuban people’s resolution, heroism and grit in
the face of the enemies have evoked the deepest public
admiration. The slogan: “Cuba si, Yankees no!"” has
evoked a powerful echo here.

Chairman Mao Receives Cuban Cultural Delegation

On April 19, Chairman Mao Tse-tung received in
Nanchang the members of the Cuban Cultural Delegation
led by Minister of Education Armando Hart Davalos, and
had a long and cordial talk with them.

Chairman Mao said to the Cuban guests: China and
Cuba are two friendly countries. We help and support
each other. Our aim is one, that is, to oppose imperialism.
U.S. imperialism is the biggest imperialism. It oppresses
not only us but also you. It oppresses people all over the
world. In some countries which are not imperialist, there
are some imperialist running dogs. We must oppose not
only imperialism but also the running dogs of the im-

perialists. He also wished the Cuban people victory in
their struggle against U.S. imperialist aggression.

Mass Rallies

On April 21, mass victory rallies were held in nearly
every major city in China. In Peking, 600,000 people par-
ticipated; in Shanghai, Shenyang and Wuhan, 500,000; in
Tientsin and Sian, 400,000. Tens of thousands demonstrated
in Canton, Chengtu, Huhehot and Urumchi. In the smaller
cities too and in the countryside, Cuba was on the lips of
the millions at meetings and rallies.

The biggest mass rally in Peking with more than
100,000 people attending was in the Peking Workers’
Stadium. Scores of meetings were held simultaneously
in the various municipal districts and suburbs.

All the stands at the Peking Workers’ Stadium and
the centre of the bowl were crowded. A forest of banners
carried in many forms the demand: Stop U.S. imperialist
aggression against Cuba! Peking workers, coming from
the factories which produce goods ordered by Cuba, pledged
to go all out to boost production in support of the heroic
Cuban people. “The armed aggression of the U.S. gangsters
has failed; their attempt to strangle the Cuban revolution
by economic blockade will also fail. China’s workers
resolutely support Cuba!” This was their message to their
Cuban brothers. Peasants from the suburbs who have
heroically defended the gains of the revolution from the
attacks of U.S. imperialists and their lackeys deeply
sympathize with their Cuban brothers and support their
struggle. Peking students, with their glorious anti-
imperialist tradition, have written thousands of letters in
protest against the U.S. imperialist aggression. People’s
militia units came with their arms. Among them were
many who had beaten the U.S. aggressors in the Korean
war. They reminded the rally that there is only one way

Peking rally in support of the Cuban people's struggle against U.S. armed aggression
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to deal with the U.S. imperialist paper tiger —a blow on
the snout! P.L.A. men, office workers and people from
various other trades and professions were there in force.

Premier Chou En-lai attended the rally. Peng Chen,
Member of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee
of the Chinesec Communist Party and Mayor of Peking,
made the opening speech. Kuo Mo-jo, Vice-Chairman of
the Standing Committee of the National People’'s Congress
and Chairman of the China Peace Committee, representa-
tives from the democratic parties, trade unions, youth and
women organizations and people’s militia also spoke. Other
speakers included Cuban Ambassador Oscar Pino Santos,
Armando Hart Davalos, Minister of Education of Cuba and
head of the visiting Cuban cultural delegation, and friends
from Africa and Brazil. All the speakers roundly de-

nounced U.S. imperialism. Their speeches were warmly
applauded.

650 Million People’s Support

In his opening speech, Peng Chen said: “Since Ken-
nedy assumed office, the United States Government has
uttered honeyed words and made various peace gestures
to cover up its intensified activities of arms expansion, war
preparations, aggression and expansion. This has led some
people to think that U.S. policy has changed. But is this
the fact? U.S. gangsterism against Cuba is the best
answer. We all see very clearly now that whether it is

Eisenhower or Kennedy in power, the nature of imperial-
ism will never change.”

“U.S. armed aggression against Cuba,” Peng Chen
added, “is by no means an isolated act. It is a com-
ponent part of U.S. aggression throughout the world.”

He went on to say: “From the series of U.S. crimeés of
aggression, and particularly from its armed aggression
against Cuba, people the world over have seen ever more
clearly that U.S. imperialism is their common enemy.”

“The Chincse people,” he pointed out, “have consis-
tenlly supported the revolutionary cause of the Cuban peo-
ple. Like the Cuban people, the Chinese people are
subjected to U.S. aggression. The United States of America
is occupying China’s territory of Taiwan, interfering in
China’s internal affairs, and incessantly violating China’s
territorial sea and air space. The Cuban people’s struggle
against the U.S. aggressors is also the Chinese people’s
struggle. The Chinese Government has declared that it
will adopt all necessary measures in every field to support
the Cuban people’s just and patriotic struggle. The 650
million Chinese people will remain for ever the most loyal
comrades-in-arms of the Cuban people.”

All the speakers warmly congratulated. the Cuban
people on the victories they have won. They stressed that
there must be sharpened vigilance against U.S. imperial-
ism, because “make trouble, fail, make trouble again, fail
again . . . till their doom” is the logic of imperialism and
of all the reactionaries that they will not renounce.

The rally sent a message to Prime Minister Fidel
Castro, pledging support to the Cuban people against U.S.
imperialist armed aggression.

The voice of the people of Peking heard at the rally
represents the common voice of China’s 650 million. Let
it resound on the other side of the Pacific! It tells the
people of the world that the Chinese and Cuban peoples
face a common enemy and that they stand together
shoulder to shoulder on one battleline.

What Kennedy Told Us

On April 20, following the collapse of the invasion of
Cuba by U.S. mercenary troops, U.S. President Kennedy
spoke before the American Society of Newspaper Editors.
Following are excerpts from “Observer’s” commentary on
this speech, the full text of which was printed along with
it in “Renmin Ribao” on April 23. Subheads are ours.—Ed.

THE whole world rejoices over the happy news that the

Cuban people have won a great victory in their strug-
gle against U.S. armed aggression. But amidst this
universal jubilation there is a single lone discordant note
of sorrow. At the very beginning of his address President
Kennedy lamented, “On that unhappy island [read: Cuba],
as in so many other arenas of the contest for freedom, the
news has grown worse instead of better.”

The stand of imperialism is thus diametrically opposed
to that of the people all over the world. What is considered
very good by the people of the world is regarded as an
awful mess by imperialism. And what the people of the
world rejoice over fills the imperialists with sorrow. This
truth has been borne out by countless events in history and
the current invasion of Cuba is no exception.

The military adventure against Cuba launched by the
Kennedy Administration has met with a costly defeat. The
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group of mercenaries whom the U.S. paymaster had so
long maintained, fostered and set such store by was wiped
out at one stroke; and the Kennedy Administration has
been universally condemned for its gangsterism. Small
wonder Kennedy felt so broken-hearted in his address.

Nevertheless, the Kennedy address is noteworthy not
because it discloses what the U.S. Government has already
done, but because it reveals what the U.S. Government in-
tends to do in the future.

In his address Kennedy declared piously, “Any
unilateral intervention in the absence of an external
attack upon ourselves or an ally would have been contrary
to our traditions and to our international obligations.” To
put it another way, this means that only on the condition
of “an external attack” on the United States or on its
“ally” would the United States carry out “any unilateral
intervention.” Here Kennedy’s “premises” contradict his
“conclusions.” One of the premises is that one’s own
country is subjected to an external attack. In that event,
any country has the right to defend itself or resist, and no
question whatsoever of “intervention” is involved, let
alone “unilateral intervention.” But such confusion in
logic is by no means the most salient feature of Kennedy's
address. The main part of the story is in what follows.
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“Our restraint is not inexhaustible,” Kennedy con-
tinued. “Should it ever appear that the Inter-American
doctrine of non-interference merely conceals or excuses a
policy of non-action, if the nations of this hemisphere
should fail to meet their commitments against outside
communist penetration, then I want it clearly understood
that this government will not hesitate in meeting its pri-
mary obligations, which are the security of our nation.”

From this it can be seen that Kennedy makes two
reservations concerning “unilateral intervention.” One is
that if the United States intends to interfere in Cuba or
any other country in Latin America and the other Latin
American countries are not willing to go along, the United
States can go it alone. And the other is that if the United
States considers a certain Latin American country not
energetic enough in its opposition to communism, the
United States can also carry out its own intervention
against it. What is more, the United States will “not
hesitate” to do so. These two “reservations” throw com-
pletely overboard the two above-mentioned premises. This
means that, no matter what the circumstances, the U.S.
Government can carry out intervention against another
country under the pretext of defending “the security of
our nation.” These words of Kennedy most accurately
set out the essence of the U.S. policy of intervention.

The whole secret of the U.S. policy of foreign aggres-
sion lies in these words. Though Kennedy linked them to
the topic of “non-intervention,” what he said was: as long
as the United States uses the pretext of “defending” its
“securily,” it may carry out acts of intervention any where
in the world; it intervened in the past and will continue to
do so in the future; and what is more, it will step up its
intervention and carry it to the end.

“Security” — Pretext for U.S. Aggression

How many times indeed has the United States car-
ried out aggression under the pretext of “defending” its
security! It was all for the “security of the United States”
that it suppressed the revolutionary struggle of the Greek
people in 1947, forcibly occupied China’s Taiwan in 1950,
launched the war of aggression against Korea in 1950, sub-
verted the legal Government of Iran in 1953, intervened in
Indo-China in 1954, sent troops to Lebanon in 1958 and
supported the rebel clique in Laos to provoke a civil war
there in 1960. There is really no end to this listing.
“Security, Security,” how many crimes have been com-
mitted in thy name! As a matter of fact, in the mouth of
U.S. imperialism, the word “security” is merely a synonym
for aggressive designs.

The result of the recent invasion of Cuba by U.S. mer-
cenary troops is really a terribly bitter blow to the U.S.
Government. After an agonizing reappraisal, Kennedy let
it be known that he would draw “useful lessons” from the
defeat of this armed aggression against Cuba. It would
not be bad if he really did this. But let us see what
“lessons” he has actually drawn.

The first lesson, as he admitled, was that “the forces
of communism are not to bz underestimated in Cuba or
anywhere else in the world.” Thank goodness, the impe-
rialist overlords who like to bury their heads in the sand
like ostriches have for once opened their eyes to take a
look at the world of reality. The strength of the peoples
of the world cannot be underestimated: it is invincible.
This is a truth already proved by countless historical facts
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Then there were three ...

Cartoon by Chiang Fan

and yet the U.S. imperialists have all along refused to
recognize it. U.S. imperialism has fought many battles and
has suffered as many defeats. One of the fundamental
causes of this is that it refuses to recognize or under-
estimates the strength of the peoples of the world. Isn’t
it a bit too late for Kennedy to have discovered this lesson
today? Nevertheless, even today, if the Kennedy Ad-
ministration is really willing to accept this lesson, it can
still become a bit wiser for it. Kennedy's whole address,
however, shows that this is not the case.

As soon as he turned to the second “lesson,” Kennedy
underestimated again the strength of the Latin American
peoples and threw the first “lesson” to the winds. He
said that the United States, “in concert with all the free
nations of this hemisphere, must take an ever closer and
more realistic look at the menace of external communist
intervention and domination in Cuba,” because “a nation
of Cuba’s size is less a threat to our survival than it is a
base for subverting the survival of other free nations
throughout the hemisphere.”

Following Kennedy's logic, what one cannot under-
stand is: first of all, why, if Cuba is “no great threat” to
the United States, should the U.S. Government repeatedly
resort to the most vicious means even including armed
aggression against the Cuban people, and secondly, why,
if Cuba is such a great “threat” to the Lalin American
countries, it is not the other American countries but only
the United States that is in such a hurry to demand that
the countries of the Western hemisphere take “an ever
closer and more realistic look at the menace” in Cuba.

By saying that “a nation of Cuba’s size” would pose
no great threat to the United States, Kennedy only ad-
mitted a small part of the truth. The fact is that Cuba
poses no threat at all to the United States nor to any
Latin American country, while the threats and aggression
against the Latin American countries come from no other
quarter than U.S. imperialism itself. Kennedy sought to
use the shopworn pretext of “the communist menace” to
divert the attention of the Latin American peoples and
blackmail the Latin American countries into obeying the
U.S. Government’s order to interfere in Cuba. This pre-
cisely shows that Kennedy has forgotten his first “lesson”
and underestimated the strength of the Latin American
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peoples. In the Americas of today, it

THE PASSING SHOW

is not Cuba but the U.S. Government
itself which stands isolated.

Apart from a handful of countries
like Guatemala which are completely
under U.S. control, most of the 20
Latin American countries do not sup-
port U.S. intervention against Cuba.
The governments and parliaments of
quite a few countries there have even
openly expressed disapproval of it.
As for the broad masses of the peo-
ple of the Latin American countries,
at the very first word of U.S. armed
aggression against Cuba, they, united
as one, broke out into a thundering
roar: “Defend Cuba!” and “Cuba si,
Yankees no!” and vied with one an-
other in joining the volunteers to aid
Cuba and resist U.S. aggression. The
same calls were also heard from among
the masses of the people of the United
States who too rose in action. If Cuba
is a “threat” to the Latin American

Jack Cornered
— A Nursery Rhyme for

Little Jack Kennedy,

Longing for a remedy
To cure sick America’s ills,
Hates the sight of Havana

And the teeming savannah
Ojf the Cuban revolutionary way.

“This will never do!” cried Jack.
Wall Street shouted:

Little Men —

- Cugan
X Resoyrets

“Attack!”

Jack thrust in his hand, and a hireling band
With a shout!

But then,— neither hand mor band could get out,

Caught fast in the grip of the Cubans! Cried they:

“This is the Cuban revolutionary way!”

So there sits Jack, sad-sack, in the devil of a stew.
The moral is: When you see a New Frontier
Never bite off more than you can chew.

peoples while the U.S. Government is

their “protector,” why is it then that thousands upon thou-
sands of people have cried: “Cuba si, Yankees no!” and
joined the volunteers to aid Cuba and resist U.S. aggres-
sion? Kennedy obviously cannot answer this question.

Kennedy’s third “lesson” is: “It is clearer than ever
that we face a relentless struggle in every corner of the
globe.” The struggle is indeed relentless. It is a life-and-
death struggle between U.S. imperialism and the peoples
of various countries. Lumumba was murdered in cold
blood; U.S. shells explode on Laotian soil; tens of thou-
sands of patriots and ordinary citizens are done to death
in south Korea and south Viet Nam every year. . .. In
face of this situation, the people of various countries ab-
solutely cannot remain “mild, kind, courteous, restrained
and magnanimous” (as the Chinese saying goes) towards
U.S. imperialism and its lackeys. Their forbearance ex-
hausted, they feel compelled to rise in resistance.

The Leopard Won't Change His Spots

The revolutionary storm against U.S. imperialism and
its lackeys now rising in Asia, Africa and Latin America
is the direct outcome of the U.S. imperialist policies of
war and aggression. And once such a revolutionary storm
has broken out, it is indeed difficult to scare it away
with a “missile” or confine it within “borders.” It merges
with the struggle in defence of world peace waged by the
socialist camp and the people of all countries, with the
liberation struggle of all colonies and dependent coun-
tries and with the revolutionary struggles in all capitalist
countries to form a broad international united front which
has placed U.S. imperialism —ringleader of aggressive
blocs and pillar of colonialism —in an unprecedentedly
isolated and unfavourable position. Thus, in Kennedy's
words, “this bitter struggle reached its climax in the late
1950s and the early 1960s.” This “climax” is none other
than the fact that the strength of the socialist camp is
daily more markedly surpassing that of the imperialist
camp, the strength of the national liberation movement is
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daily more markedly surpassing that of neo- and
old colonialism, the forces of peace are daily more
markedly surpassing the forces of war and the world
situation has undergone a great change in which the East
wind has prevailed over the West wind.

Kennedy is aware of the sad prospects of U.S. impe-
rialism. But he fails to draw any useful conclusions
from it. He swore to make every effort to reappraise
and readjust various forces, tactics and organizations, “to
intensify our [U.S.] effort for a struggle” and to put up
a last-ditch fight. Confronted with the giant of history,
Kennedy is playing the role of Don Quixote by stub-
bornly and recklessly trying to continue to carry out
imperialist policies and taking upon himself a burden
which is beyond his power to bear. No matter how
furious Kennedy may get and no matter how he may
curse almost every socialist country and all those who will
not follow in the footsteps of the Yankees, the U.S. poli-
cies of aggression and war will inevitably further educate
all people who refuse to be slaves and all lovers of peace,
and awaken and unite them to wage a resolute struggle.
In the ever deepening, urgent struggle that goes on every
day, they will step by step win one victory after another,
and region after region and country after country will
achieve freedom, independence and liberation from the
rule of U.S. imperialism and its lackeys.

If it can be said that Kennedy's address as a whole
has any “main theme,” it is his emphatic declaration:
“Let me then make clear as the President of the United
States that I am determined upon our system’s survival
and success, regardless of the cost and regardless of the
peril.” Every person in the world who cherishes peace,
freedom, independence and social progress must bear
these words of the U.S. President fast in his mind, main-
‘ain constant vigilance against any new adventures by
the U.S. gangsters and stand ever ready to hit back at any
of their provocations, hitting them harder every time.
This is the useful lesson which Kennedy’s address has
taught us.
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Report from Cuba

U.S.-Directed Invasion Smashed in 72-Hour Fight

by KUNG MAI

T 4:30 a.m. on the morning of April 17, a contingent of

about 1,600 mercenaries organized, supported and
trained by the U.S. imperialists landed on the swampy
Zapata coast in south Las Villas Province, Central Cuba.
They had come from U.S. bases in Guatemala, travelled in
U.S. transports and were escorted by U.S. B-26 and 29
bombers and F-86 fighter planes, two U.S. destroyers and
a U.S. submarine. Simultaneously, U.S. planes air dropped
a group of paratroop mercenaries north of the swamp.
Armed with U.S. Sherman tanks, cannons, bazookas,
flame-throwers and other modern weapons, these pirates
went into action against outnumbered local militiamen.
In the first shock of their attack and with their stronger
firepower, they occupied some areas in Playa Larga, Playa
Giron and the Cavadonga Sugar Mill. As they pushed
northward, they shot civilians in cold blood and burnt up
homesteads.

The reactionaries flashed a message round the world:
“The landing has begun.” Yankee reactionaries and their
lackeys alike shouted, “Victory!” Miro Cardona, leader of
the Cuban counter-revolutionaries and mercenaries in the
United States, proclaimed through the “Voice of America”
that the “glorious day” of the ‘recovery” of Cuba had
come. AP even reported that Colon, a small town on the
central Cuban railway, had fallen. The reactionaries were
so confident of victory that they sent Cardona’s son and
other “bigwigs” to their beachhead to take up “govern-
ment” posts!

This U.S. armed inlervention, much bigger in scale
than the notorious 1954 Guatemala Incident, was carefully
planned long in advance. The U.S. imperialists started to
recruit Cuban counter-revolutionaries in exile a year
ago. These they trained and sent to U.S. bases in Guate-
mala, Nicaragua and other Central American countries.
Some were landed on the Cuban coast for spying and
sabotage activities. Soon after Kennedy assumed office,
Washington allotted fresh millions of dollars to these
criminals. Not long ago, the Pentagon sent several
submarines to study the Cuban coast and select spots for
invasion landings.

Before the revolution, Zapata was a desolate area.
The Cuban Revolutionary Government, however, did a
considerable job of work to turn it into a rice-growing and
recreational centre. The U.S. strategists picked it for their
invasion because, firstly, poor communications conditions
here made it fairly isolated and therefore easier to set up
and consolidate a bridgehead, secondly, it is close to the
remnant counter-revolutionary bases in the Escambray
Mountains and thirdly, it is located at the strategic centre
of the island of Cuba.

According to the plans prepared by the White House,
the mercenary troops immediately upon landing were to
set up beachhead strongholds, and an airfield was to
be prepared for the arrival of the puppet “government”
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already formed in the United States. The gentlemen in
Washington had wishfully mapped out everything. They
imagined that the whole island would be thrown into chaos
as soon as the invasion force set foot on Cuban soil and
U.S. bombers attacked its cities. This would give the
counter-revolutionaries and their Fifth Column their long-
awaited chance and the U.S. Government would then ex-
tend recognition to the puppet “provisional government.”

Things, however, did not turn out as the U.S. imperial-
ists wished. On the Zapata coast, the local militiamen,
although vastly outnumbered, put up a valiant resistance,
giving the alarm and holding up the mercenaries’ opera-
tions. On learning of the invasion, militiamen from train-
ing centres immediately rushed to Zapata while military
units from neighbouring districts also sent reinforcements.

Finally, combined operations of Cuban land, naval and
air force units drove the invaders back to Playa Giron
where they were thoroughly smashed. Their landing
craft waiting off the coast were either destroyed or
damaged. The invaders’ retreat was cut off. At 5:30 p.m.
on the 19th, the last beachhead of the invaders was recap-
tured. Within 72 hours the U.S. imperialists met with
utter defeat in the [irst round of their military aggression
against Cuba.

In an attempt to hide his traces and escape the full
force of the condemnation of world public opinion, Ken-
nedy has tried to deny that the U.S. Government was the
direct organizer, supporter and conductor of this armed
aggression against Cuba. The facts, however, give him the
lie direct. Among the aeroplanes downed by the Cuban
troops was one piloted by a U.S. citizen named Leo Francis
Berliss whose body was discovered together with incrim-
inating documents. The large quantities of U.S.-made
weapons captured, including heavy Sherman tanks, show
that it was impossible to organize such a large-scale armed
invasion without the direct participation of the U.S. Gov-
ernment. Kennedy is also confronted with the confessions
of numerous war prisoners.

This correspondent went to the now [amous Playa
Giron together with a group of Cuban and foreign jour-
nalists on April 20. On the way we saw the wreckage of
several U.S. planes downed by Cuban troops as well as
smashed Sherman tanks and peaceful villages destroyed by
criminal U.S. bombings. At Playa Larga, a transport vessel
used by the mercenaries lay crippled on the beach, its
prow protruding above water. Cuban fighters were busy
transferring war prisoners and counting captured equip-
ment.

The Cuban people have no illusions about the enemy.
The U.S. imperialists will certainly not admit defeat and
call it quits, they told us, but, they added grimly, “If they
come again we’ll hit them even harder than this time.”

— April 21.
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South Viet Nam

Under U.S.-Ngo

Reign of Terror

The Geneva agreements were signed in 1954 to ensure
peace and security in Indo-China. Yet in its six years
of fascist rule since then, the Ngo Dinh Diem clique has
set up more than 300 Hitler-style concentration camps in
south Viet Nam. More than 270,000 Vietnamese have
been arrested, jailed, tortured or killed in that area. The
U.S.-Diem clique has also carried out numerous bloody
“mopping up” operations. In 1960 alone, 2,000 were con-
ducted. “Special military courts” to implement “martial
law” have been established under the fascist No. 10 decree
of 1959. Since March this year, the Ngo Dinh Diem
authorities have carried out no less than 50 searches in
various provinces in south Viet Nam. Under U.S.-Diem
rule, 1.5 million hectares of land have been taken out of
cultivation and 1.5 million people are jobless.

Dinh Diem Rule

“Election” Farce

A “presidential election” was held in south Viet Nam
on April 9 in an atmosphere of terrorism and military
“precautions.” On the eve of the “election” farce, 2.000
persons were arrested in Saigon. Many policemen in that
city had to work 16-hour shifts as “security precautions”
were increased. To terrorize the masses to vote for him,
the U.S-Diem clique intensified its movements of troops
and warplanes equipped with rockets.

Simultaneously with this, Ngo Dinh Diem resorted to
all sorts of frauds to ensure himself a majority of votes.
He sent his agents cverywhere to manipulate the “election
committees” and supervise the polling booths. Many votes
cast for his rival were openly changed or burnt. The
opposition candidate Nguyen Dinh Quat charged at a press
conference: “Ngo Dinh Diem is wiclding a knife to com-
pete with an unarmed rival.”

N
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Mass Struggles in South Viet Nam
(Key to Map)

1. People in Quang-tri, Chua-thien, Quang-nam,
Quang-ngai and the western provinces are strug-
gling against hunger and persecution.

2. In the latter part of last November alone, 1.5
million people in the ecastern area of the southern
part of south Viet Nam held some 1,500 demonstra-
tions against U.S.-Diem rule.

3. Between December 25 lasl year and January 8
this year, in the central area of south Viet Nam, 3
million people participated in 2,500 meetings and
protest demonstrations against the U.S.-Diem
clique.

4. On January 7 this year, in My-tho city, My-tho
Province, more than 20,000 south Vietnamese dem-
onstrated against the repressive acts of the reac-
tionary ruling regime. Over 1,000 people broke
through a cordon of puppet troops and police, and
rushed into the puppet “provincial government”
building. More than 5,500 people joined another
demonstration held on January 17.

5. In the middle of January, in Ben-tre, Cho-lon

and Tan-an Provinces, more than 20,000 people
demonstrated against Ngo Dinh Diem’s terrorist
policy and demanded the overthrow of the puppet
regime.

6. On January 19 and 20 this year, in Vinh-long
and Can-tho Provinces respectively, more than
20,000 people held big demonstrations against Ngo

Dinh Diem’s repressions and bombardment of
villages.
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Agriculture

China’s State Farms—Production Bases of
Farm and Animal Products

by WANG CHEN

Following is an abridged translation of an article by
the Minister of State Farms and Land Reclamation that
appeared in the April 1 issue of “Hongqi,” fortnightly of
the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party
under the title “Strengthen the Building of State Farms.”
Our subheads. — Ed.

HE state farms, which constitute an important force

on the agricultural front, are a component of the so-
cialist economy based on ownership by the whole people.
They possess advanced technical equipment and have
largely replaced manual production by modern large-scale
mechanized production. Their output level is relatively
high and they are in a position to provide the country with
large quantities of farm and animal products. In response
to the Party’s call to go in for agriculture and grain pro-
duction in a big way, it is essential that we further
strengthen the construction of state farms, improve their
management and run them more effectively.

Comrade Mao Tse-tung long ago pointed out in his
The Question of Agricultural Co-operation that in order
to resolve the contradiction between the ever-increasing
demand for marketable grain and industrial raw materials
and the present generally poor yield of staple crops, we
must “fundamentally solve the problem of agricultural
co-operation, [that is]...jump from small-scale farming
with animal-drawn farm implements to large-scale farming
with machinery — which includes state-sponsored land
reclamation carried out on a large scale by settlers using
machinery. . . . He also predicted that “during the
period covered by the Second and Third Five-Year Plans
there will be a great growth of state-operated agriculture.”**

Rapid Growth

In the 11 years since the founding of the People’s Re-
public, China’s state farms have started from scratch and
developed smoothly and steadily. By 1952, the last year
of the period of national economic rehabilitation, 52 rela-
tively large mechanized farms with over 3.3 million mu of
land had been set up and each county had at least one or
two local ordinary experimental farms. By 1957, the last

* Mao Tse-tung, The Question of Agricultural Co-operation,
Foreign Languages Press, Peking, 1959, pp. 22-23.

** ibid.,, p. 6.
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year of the First Five-Year Plan, there were 710 larger
farms (not including those run by the special administra-
tive regions and counties) with a cultivated area of more
than 15 million mu, half a million workers and staff mem-
bers, about 10,000 tractors (in terms of 15 h.p. units) and
a total grain yield of 1,190 million jin. The state farms,
guided by the Party’s general line, have advanced with
giant strides since the big leap forward in 1958. By the
end of 1960, there were over 2,490 state farms under the
Ministry of State Farms and Land Reclamation, with 2.8
million workers and staff members, or 5.6 times the 1957
figure; a cultivated area of more than 78 million mu, five
times the 1957 acreage; 28,000 tractors (in terms of 15 h.p.
units), more than 2.7 times the 1957 number; and a total
grain yield of over 5,000 million jin, more than 4.7 times
the 1957 output. In the past three years, per unit area
investment in capital construction in land reclamation has
declined considerably. There emerged many large and
small high-yield plots for various crops thanks to the cor-
rect implementation of the “Eight-Point Charter” for agri-
culture and the adoption of advanced agro-technical mea-
sures by state farms in various places.

Tremendous Superiority

In the course of their development, the state farms
have increasingly demonstrated their superiority.

As early as 1951 the Central Committee of the Party
pointed out in its “Decisions on Mutual Aid and Co-
operation in Agricultural Production” that “state farms
should be popularized,” and should “demonstrate, by im-
proved farming technique and use of new-type farm im-
plements, the superiority of such modernized farms in order
to educate the peasants. At the same time, agricultural
mutual-aid teams and agricultural producers’ co-operatives
should be given technical help and guidance when
possible.” In the National Programme for Agricultural
Development 1956-67, it is once more pointed out that “all
state farms should unite with and help their neighbouring
agricultural co-operatives and set good examples in farm-
ing technique as they are expected to.” Even in the early
days of their existence, the state farms fulfilled this role.
In 1952, for instance, the average wheat yield of mechanized
state farms exceeded the national average by 21.7 per
cent; their average cotton yield was 48.7 per cent higher
than the national average; and their average soya bean
yield topped the national average by 11 per cent. Again,
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GROWTH OF STATE FARMS 1958-60 ——

with the preceding year. State farms in
Heilungkiang, Inner Mongolia, Hainan Is-

1 1957 =100 . 1960 land and Yunnan have also reclaimed large

| expanses of wasteland. These farms have

NUMBER OF become the country’s important commodity

FARMS " ;— 350 bases producing large amounts of farm and

animal products. The development of the

::gfgl;sg: 560 state farms promoted the growth of industry,

_ communications and transport, building con-

GATIVATED struction as well as culture, education and

AREA 500 public health in these border areas, rapidly
transforming their backwardness.

mg&%‘ 270 The Chinese People’s Liberation Army

has played a significant part in the establish-

GRAIN ment and development of the state farms.

OuTPUT 470 Troops engaging in production is a fine

g S e i i tradition of the people’s army. As far back

i g g ¥ e tpec — as in the difficult years of the War of

o o i i Resistance Against Japan, the people’s forces

(the Eighth Route Army in those days)

responding to the call of the Central Com-

mittee of the Party and Comrade Mao Tse-

in 1956, average grain and cotton yields of all state farms tung “to go into production, become self-sufficient,

exceeded those of all agricultural co-ops by 4 per cent and and overcome difficulties,” developed a large-scale

66 per cent respectively. The state farms carried forward
and developed the best in the Chinese peasants’ traditional
methods of cultivation, adopted the achievements of modern
agricultural science and technique and thereby attained new
records in per unit area yields of many crops and in labour
productivity. The state farms also set good examples in
improving strains and breeds of crops and livestock and
in reforming the system of cultivation. At that time, many
state farms used their machines to assist neighbouring
agricultural co-ops in ploughing and land reclamation and
helped them train technical cadres.

Equipped with modern technique, the state farms are
in a position to raise labour productivity greatly. Large
tractors can plough more than 150 mu per day. Medium
ones can do about 100 mu. As a result of the high rate of
utilization of equipment and high labour productivity, state
farm rates of marketable farm and animal products are
both fairly high. To build the state farms into commodity
bases providing large quantities of farm and animal
products is an urgent task today.

The state farms play a particularly important role in
reclaiming large tracts of wasteland and in the construc-
tion of the border areas. Land reclamation is one of the
basic measures for developing agricultural production and
stock-breeding. China has large stretches of wasteland
that can be reclaimed; most of it is located in the border
areas and along the coasts and inland lakes. These wastes,
barren for ages, can be turned into good farmland by rec-
lamation. Large-scale reclamation in sparsely populated
areas calls for large-scale resettlement organized by the
state and the employment of modern machines. The state
farms have contributed much to land reclamation and
building the border areas in the past 11 years. In Sinkiang,
to cite a case in point, more than 180 mechanized farms
were set up both north and south of the Tienshan Moun-
tains. By 1959, their cultivated acreage encompassed 8.03
million mu. In 1960, an additional 3.57 million mu was
opened up and the sown area nearly doubled compared
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movement for production and established a public
economic sector. During the War of Liberation, the
rear echelons of the Northeast Liberation Army set up state
farms. During the period of economic rehabilitation and
the First Five-Year Plan after the founding of the Peo-
ple’s Republic, the People’s Liberation Army put into ef-
fect Comrade Mao Tse-tung's directives concerning the
army taking part in production. Part of the forces settled
down in the border areas to reclaim land and made great
contributions to promoting the development of state farms
and to accelerating socialist construction in those regions.

Rich Experience

The process of growth of China’s state farms was
likewise one in which we gradually grasped the law
governing state farm building and mastered the methods
that bring greater, faster, better and more economical re-
sults. We have gained invaluable experience in this
respect in the past 11 years.

In building state farms, the policy of simultaneously
engaging in land reclamation, production, construction,
fund accumulation, and expansion has shown itself to be
the one that accomplishes greater, faster, better and more
economical results,

Practice has demonstrated that the correct imple-
mentation of this policy enables the state farms to com-
mence production rapidly and turn out large quantities of
grain in the same or following year that they were set up,
thus providing the necessary material foundation for con-
tinuing land reclamation and expanding capital construc-
tion. Engaging in actual production makes it possible to
grasp rapidly the characteristics of the local soil, climate
and other natural circumstances, thereby facilitating the
farms’ overall planning of production and construction in
the light of local conditions. The system of full responsibil-
ity to units in handling capital construction investments
makes it possible to bring into full play the initiative and
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enthusiasm of the broad masses of the farms’ cadres, staff
members and workers and to expand continuously the
scale of construction through the reinvestment of the state
farms’ own accumulations. In this way full returns
on the state’s investments are assured and the conditions
for “small investments, quick and big returns” are created.
A number of state farms were, for example, set up after
1958 in Kiangsi, Hupeh, Hunan, Kansu and other provinces.
As a result of the active implementation of the policy out-
lined above the great majority of farms recorded returns in
the same year they were established: quite a number of
them even registered profits in their very first year. So far
as the effectiveness of investments is concerned, the average
annual state investment in the first three years of the
Second Five-Year Plan was only about double that in the
First Five-Year Plan, but over six times more wasteland
was opened up.

The importance of the implementation of this policy
lies also in its embodiment of the principle of operating
the farms in an industrious and frugal way. The course
of carrying on production while capital construction is still
under way demands the practice of thrift in construction
and requires that relatively small investments be stretched
to their limit and spent on things most urgently needed in
production. By implementing the policy of going ahead
with production while construction is still under way and
adhering to the principle of running the farms in an in-
dustrious and frugal way, the production and construction

of many farms made headway at a high speed in the past
few years.

Diversification

In production and management the state farms should
adhere to the following policy: take agriculture as the
foundation and develop a diversified economy in an all-
round manner, making grain production the key link while
simultaneously developing farming and stock-breeding.

The task of the state farms is to provide the state with
marketable grain, cotton, meat and many other types of
farm and animal products. In order to supply the coun-
try with the necessary products for national construction
and export, the state farms, in their production and
management, must handle correctly the relations between
farming and stock-breeding and between farming and
stock-breeding on the one hand and the other lines of pro-
duction in a diversified economy on the other. Farming
and stock-breeding are mutually interdependent, each
providing the conditions for the development of the other.
Farms in which agriculture is the main line of production
can acquire abundant fertilizer and promote their growth
only by developing stock-breeding. Only by expanding
farm production can those engaged chiefly in stock-breed-
ing get a sure supply of fodder needed for its support and
food for their employees, thereby creating the prerequi-
sites for developing stock-breeding on a large scale. Both
types must also develop, in addition to farming and stock-
breeding, other lines of production of a diversified economy
in the light of needs and possibilities. Farming and stock-
breeding are the foundation of a diversified economy; the
latter, in its turn, makes it possible to utilize farm and
sideline products rationally, exploit the available machin-
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ery to the full, use manpower economically, increase in-
come and accumulation, and promote the expanded re-
production of farming and stock-breeding. Those farms
chiefly engaged in the cultivation of industrial crops must
also develop grain production and stock-breeding to the
degree suitable to their conditions thereby achieving self-
sufficiency in food grain and solving the question of
sources of fertilizer. Practice has shown that only the
correct handling of these relations can create the solid
basis necessary for the successful development of the
economy of the state farms.

Since the big leap forward the state farms have
advanced considerably in the development of diversified
economies and have essentially overcome the shortcoming
of some farms which in the past evolved only single econ-
omies. The proportion of stock-breeding and industry
and sidelines in the economy of all state farms in the coun-
try rose from 10 and 12 per cent respectively in 1957 to 25
and 32 per cent respectively in 1959. Diversification fur-
ther consolidated and stabilized the economy of the state
farms, generated a constant flow of income, accelerated
the turnover of funds, increased the funds financed by
the farms themselves, and thereby created favourable con-
ditions for enlarging the scale of production and accelerat-
ing the building of the farms. The correct way to develop
a diversified economy is to take agriculture as the founda-
tion, simultaneously develop farming and stock-breeding
while making grain production the key link, and develop
those industries, sidelines and other lines of production
that serve farming and stock-breeding on the condition
that the normal development of farming and stock-breed-
ing is ensured. In so far as the steps of this process are
concerned, experience in recent years shows that in the
initial period when there are arduous tasks of land recla-
mation and other demands of capital construction, industry
and other lines of production in a diversified economy
should not be undertaken on a large scale but that energy
should be concentrated on the effective operation of agri-
culture and stock-breeding. When a certain foundation
has been laid in farming, stock-breeding and -capital
construction, a diversified economy including industry
and sidelines which serve farming and stock-breeding
should then be developed step by step and in the light of
local conditions. This is more beneficial to production.

Multi-Purpose Utilization of Machinery

State farms should be concerned with raising the rate
of utilization of machinery, adopt effective technical
measures, correctly and fully carry out the “Eight-Point
Charter” for agriculture and increase labour productivity.

They possess large amounts of modern farm machines
and receive priority consideration and energetic support
of the state in matters of technical equipment. In addition to
28,000 tractors (in terms of 15 h.p. units), the state farms
now have a fair and increasing number of other farm
machines such as combine-harvesters, irrigation and drain-
age machines, sowers, and machines for livestock breed-
ing purposes. Moreover they have a core of cadres who
have been politically tempered over a long period of time
and have a knowledge of business management and tech-
niques. They also have available a skilled work force
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capable of operating machines. It is therefore entirely
possible to raise labour productivity continuously and
develop producticn at a high speed.

In the past few years, with a rising level of mechaniza-
tion and the daily perfecting of the use of machinery, the
amount of work accomplished by a 15-h.p. tractor in terms
of a standard mu has increased with each passing year.
It rose from 2,150 mu in 1955 to 4,000 mu in 1957 and then
shot up further to over 6,200 mu in 1959. To sum up
experience carefully and tap the potential of available
machinery and equipment to the full in order to further
increase the level of mechanization in field and non-field
work are important keys to raising labour productivity
on the state farms.

A vital factor in raising the rate of utilization of
machines is the strengthening of their management and
maintenance. Modern farm machines call for a compre-
hensive, scientific management system and maintenance
equipment. In the past few years, many large reclamation
areas and state farms have set up the rudiments of farm
machinery repair and maintenance networks and networks
for the training of technical personnel; the state farms
have instituted scientific management of machines and
enlarged their capacity for maintenance work, thereby
ensured the fuller use of tractors. But on the whole the
state farms' level of machinery management and capacity
for maintenance and repair do not yet quite meet the re-
quirements of mechanized production. It is therefore nec-
essary to strengthen machinery management, establish
and perfect the necessary systems for their use, manage-
ment and maintenance as well as networks for machine
repair and the training of technical personnel. So long as
this work advances the state farms’ level of mechanization
and labour productivity can be greatly enhanced.

Another important factor in raising the rate of uti-
lization of machinery is the strengthening of multi-purpose
utilization. Farming is seasonal in character; aspects of
production are many and varied; a great deal of both field
and non-field work is required; and it is necessary to
develop successfully both farming (stock-breeding) and a
diversified economy. To raise labour productivity and
the level of mechanization of all types of work and to
lower production costs, it is essential that the farms make
multiple use of their machinery to perform different kinds
of jobs. By relying on their workers and staff members
and introducing close co-operation among leading cadres,
technical personnel and rank and file workers, many state
farms have developed movements for technical innova-
tions and technical revolution, accumulated much invalu-
able experience and achieved encouraging results. Multi-
purpose utilization has been made not only of tractors,
sowers and cultivators but also of combine-harvesters which
in the past were considered not adaptable for other pur-
poses. This was achieved through technical readaptation of
the combine-harvesters. As a result of multi-purpose utiliza-
tion of machinery, some farms succeeded in raising their
rate of equipment utilization from 2- to 11-fold, doing
away with the situation of the past in which many
machines were used only half the year, raising the level
of mechanization of non-field work and labour produc-
tivity and reducing costs. The multi-purpose utilization
of farm machines is at present still a new problem and
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A Repair Station in the Fields
Woodcut by Chi Ping

expericnce in this connection is as yet quite limited.
We should therefore move actively but cautiously, make
local conditions and the needs of farming technique our
point of departure and attack the problem in all serious-
ness, guided by the principle that the machines involved
should suffer no damage.

High Yields and Cultivation Methods

State farms in various places registered achievements
by correctly putting into effect the “Eight-Point Charter”
for agriculture; many of them attained high yields on
large or small plots. In 1960, for example, a farm in Sin-
kiang produced more than 300 jin of wheat to the mu on
100,000 mu of land; another produced 960 jin of maize
to the mu on 600 mu of land. On the whole, however,
the average per unit area yield of the state farms is not
sufficiently high. It is therefore necessary in the process
of opening up wasteland over large areas, to work ener-
getically to raise per unit area yields. Typical experience
obtained from experimental plots, high-yicld plots, bri-
gades and farms should be popularized and a movement for
high vields which starts from isolated points and spreads
to broad areas should be launched. Land may be classi-
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fied, according to soil, climate, and irrigation facilities,
into basic and ordinary fields and ficlds that require im-
proving. Strenuous efforts should be made to derive high
yields from the basic fields through effective measures
and higher-than-normal yields from ordinary fields. Fields
that need improvement should be actively transformed.
In short, we should fully utilize our land resources more
rationally and economically and do everything in our
power to reach, ahead of schedule, the targets for per unit
area yields set in the National Programme for Agricul-
tural Development.

Farms in various places have had rich experiences in
achieving high yields and improving methods of cultiva-
tion. As regards improvements in methods of cultivation, the
practice of crop rotation, inter-cropping, sowing by stages,
and planting potato shoots, for example, raised the rate of
land utilization and soil fertility, increased output, and
facilitated full and rhythmic use of manpower and machin-
ery. The serious natural calamities of the past two years
caused some temporary difficulties. But the state farms in
various places also amassed fresh experience in coping
with natural disasters. In planning the cultivation of crops,
for example, they paid attention to economizing on seeds
used, to increasing to an appropriate extent the types of
crops and the area sown to miscellaneous crops (millet,
sorghum, etc.), to favouring drought and water-logging re-
sistant and early ripening crops and to accelerating the
early ripening of vegetables for timely marketing to meet
the demand of consumers in cities and industrial and mining
areas. These experiences not only aided our fight against
natural adversities but also facilitated farm production in-
creases. We should further evaluate and popularize them.

To put the “Eight-Point Charter” into effect correctly
and achieve the goal of increased yields, investigation and
study must be stepped up and the level of the cadres, staff
personnel and workers in agricultural science and tech-
nique raised.

Agricultural production is highly seasonal and to a
large extent subject to the impact of natural conditions.
Natural conditions vary from area to area. Measures for
increasing yields should therefore be based on the actual
situation and conform to the specific time and locality.
This requires that the farms’ leading cadres and scientific
and technical personnel go to the front line of production
from time to time and conduct investigations and studies.

The state farms launched mass movements for techni-
cal innovations and technical revolution in the past two
years. During these movements, the broad masses of
workers and staff members made great progress in both
ideological understanding and scientific, technical know-
ledge. Workers and staff of some farms have acquired
preliminary knowledge of local temperature changes, sow-
ing time for various crops and their physiological charac-
teristics as a result of studies made in modern meteorology
and agricultural science. Moreover, they have been able
to combine modern science and technique with the best
in the Chinese labouring people’s traditional methods of
cultivation. All this has helped to promote the develop-
ment of production. Many agricultural scientists and
technicians have made splendid contributions in dissemi-
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nating knowledge in agricultural science and technique.
At the same time agricultural technical schools in the
various reclamation areas have trained many and are
training more agricultural technical cadres and specialists
who are both red and expert and have practical experience
as well as professional knowledge. A force for construc-
tion, which is politically conscious and equipped with
scientific knowledge, is being fostered. Experience shows
that high yields are attained wherever correct technical
measures conforming to the laws governing the growth of
crops are adopted. On the other hand, all technical mea-
sures that run counter to these laws inevitably lead to
drops in production. One must adopl a serious attitude
towards science and never expect windlalls. A movement
must, therefore, be launched to study agricultural science
and technique. Only in this way can the “Eight-Point
Charter” be properly put into effect and correct technical
measures adopted.

State farms must also pay constant attention to per-
fecting the system of business mangement and bring into
full play the production initiative of the broad masses of
local cadres as well as workers and staff personnel. Only
by so doing can the advantages inherent in enterprises
based on ownership by the whole people be tapped to the
full.

The state farms are agricultural enterprises based on
socialist ownership by the whole people. Like state-owned
industrial enterprises, they produce directly according to
state plan, practise strict business accounting, and demand
a high degree of organization and discipline in production.

Tasks of the Day

The Party and state today require that the state farms
produce still more marketable grain, animal products and
industrial raw materials. To fulfil this task the state
farms should function in the spirit of the Ninth Plenary
Session of the Party’s Eighth Central Committee, go all
out and strive for a bumper harvest this year, run the
newly set up production bases for marketable farm and
animal products well, seriously put into effect the policy
of making readjustments, consolidating, filling out and
raising standards, and substantially raise the levels of
production and management as a whole. At the same
time, wasteland must be energetically reclaimed. We must
manage the available land effectively, assiduously raise
per unit area yields, labour productivity and the propor-
tion of marketable products. The present situation is ex-
tremely favourable. The concept of the entire Party and
people going in for agriculture and grain production in a
big way has taken firm root in the hearts of the people,
the farms’ equipment and technical forces have been
strengthened, the political consciousness of their workers
and staffs are being continuously enhanced and their
cadres’ style of work greatly improved in the course of
the present rectification and check-up campaigns. We
are confident that, after a period of readjustments, con-
solidating, filling out and raising standards, the produc-
tion potential of the state farms will certainly be more
fully tapped and they will make still greater contributions
in the movement of the entire Party and people going in
for agriculture and grain production in a big way.
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SIDELIGHTS

Orchards Dot Old Yellow River Bed.
Fifteen kilometres out of Lankao
county town in eastern Honan you
come across a vast green orchard.
This is the Yifeng Horticulture Farm,
home of the nationally famous “Kuo
Kuang” and “Hung Yu” apples, known
for their crispness and delicious fla-
vour. Here, too, in the Farm’s more
than 4,000 mu of vineyards, are pro-
duced “Mei Kuei Hsiang” — Sweet as
the Rose — grapes, a variety as good
as it claims. Observing the crisscross-
ing rows of green foliage hiding the
lush golden-red fruit, it is difficult to
imagine the change wrought here in
a short time.

Less than a dozen years ago, this
was barren, sandy waste, treeless and
void of habitation for miles. Parching
sun and violent sandstorms were its
most frequent visitors. Such had been
its fate for over a century, since 1855
when the Yellow River changed its
course, leaving in its wake over 4 mil-
lion mu of wasteland in eastern Honan
Province alone.

The transformation came on the
heels of liberation. Winter of 1949
saw this once slumbering region
waken to great activity. The peasants,
no longer alone and helpless but with
the full backing of the state, threw
themselves wholeheartedly into the
work of converting the wastelands.
Countless trees were planted forming
shelter belts to break the fury of the
wind and sandstorms; new houses were
put up; wells were drilled and other
irrigation works undertaken. In the
years that followed, this once desolate
land brought forth apples, grapes,
dates, persimmons and pears. The
yields went higher every year. Now
Yifeng Farm has become one of the
country’s biggest producers of top-
grade fruits. Emboldened by their
successes, the peasants have been inter-
cropping cotton, peanuts, beans, pota-
toes and other crops and vegetables
with rows of fruit trees to the mutual
advantage of plants and fruit. Else-
where along the old course of the Yel-
low River in eastern Honan, similar
“success stories” come from state
farms and people’s communes. By
spring 1960, over half of the more than

20

4 million mu had already been turned
into orchards and vineyards.

An Old Kazakh Caller. Early one
morning an old Kazakh rode up to the
state farm’s office on a cow followed
by three fat calves of varying sizes.
Yang Hsin-san, the Party secretary of
the farm, thought the man and the
beast he was riding looked strangely
familiar. He rose and went out to
greet his visitor.

“I'm returning the milch cow you
lent me,” the venerable Kazakh said
as he dismounted and handed a letter
to the smiling secretary, “My grand-
children don't need so much milk
now. Besides we're much better off
since our people’s commune was set

7]+ PR

Then Yang remembered. Four years
ago when visiting the local herdsmen
he had come upon a Kazakh family
with only one cow but many chil-
dren. On going back to the farm
he spoke of this to the farm manage-
ment, which had decided to send them
a fine cow. Now the cow was being
returned with “interest” — three calves
and a letter of thanks!

A Gift from Hangchow. Among the
many presents which visitors can
bring back with them from Hangchow,
that lovely city of the West Lake, such
as the famous Lungching tea, lovely
silk parasols, stone carvings, etc., there
is one unusual gift which can always
be sure of a warm reception — a pair
or two of “Chang Hsiao-chuan
scissors.”

Chang Hsiao-chuan was a master
craftsman who lived in Hangchow a
century ago. He made such good
scissors that ever since then his name
has become synonymous with the
lightest, sharpest and easiest-to-handle
scissors found anywhere. Well known
as they were, Chang Hsiao-chuan
scissors sold only in limited numbers
before liberation, and then in only
five varieties, all for home use. Since
liberation their output has increased
20-fold and 140 kinds of them are now
produced. They range from huge
scissors for industrial and agricultural
use down to cute little embroidery
scissors so small that you can put them
in a matchbox. As for the life of the
makers of these scissors, it was by no

means an easy one in the old days.
They used to say, “The heat roasts our
chests and the cold winds freeze our
backs.” Now their lot has greatly im-
proved. They work in modern work-
shops with excellent working condi-
tions. Their inventiveness has
mechanized many processes and so
done away with much time-consuming
and difficult manual work. A heart-
warming fact is that most of them
over 40 years of age who could not
afford to get married before liberation
are now family men with happy
homes.

The Untiring Postman. Thirty years
ago her blind, widower father sent
eight-year-old Chang Shou-chih from
their poverty-haunted home as a
child-bride, Not long after, she ran
away from her cruel future in-laws.
For nearly 20 years she worked,
wandered and begged to keep alive.
After liberation Chang Shou-chih
married and had a job of her own.
In her happiness she often thought of
her brother and old father. They may
still be alive, she thought and so one
day she addressed a postcard to her
old home. “Hsui County, Nanhua Tien,
Kuan Tien, Lashuwan to my Elders
from Chang Shou-chih.” No one in
the county post office recognized this
address. The only “Tien” was a tiny
village in the Loyang People's Com-
mune so the letter was given to Wang
Cheng-chi the postman on that route.
He read the scribbled note on the edge
of the postcard. “Comrade Postman,
I've lost touch with my family for 30
years and I would like you to help
me find them. . .."”

For three months Wang's con-
scientious enquiries got him nowhere.
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