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The White-Haired Girl

by Ho Ching-chih and Ting Yi

The well-known opera The White-Haired Girl is based on a popular folk-tale of northern
China. It tells the moving story about a pretty, kind-hearted and courageous peasant girl, Hsi-erh,
who, in the old society, suffered almost unbelievable exploitation, humiliation and persecution from
a landlord lamily. After the liberation all these wrongs were redressed. This opera shows in
vivid terms how “in the old society men were changed into ghosts, while in the new society ghosts
change info men,” and inspires in the people a deeper love for their People’s Government and
new society.

Being strongly national in character this opera is loved profoundly by the Chinese people.

A film adapted from this opera won a special prize at the Karlovy Vary Film Festival

in 1951. The book is illustrated.

160 pages

Paper and cloth covers

Books for Children

NexT-Tme Port

This medium-length children’s story is
written by Yen Wen-ching, the well-known
Chinese writer of children's literature.

It is aboul the interesting adventures of a
schoolboy named Tang Hsiao-hsi, who was very
fond of playing and never did his homework
well. Whenever there was work to be done,
he always said: “Next time.” At last Time
was angry with him and went away. Hsiao-hsi
chased after him. On the way he met Gray
Rat, who promised to take him to the “Happy
Land.” They first came to a place called
“Next-Time Port,” where all the boats were
becalmed, waiting to sail “next time.” There
Hsiao-hsi met with many unhappy adventures.
Finally he became more aware and shouted:
“Oh, Time! Please don’t get angry with me
anymore. Please come back immediately!” And
strangely enough, Time returned. The boats
at the port no longer put up those signboards
“Sailing Next Time!” and the port was no
longer called “Nex!t-Time Port.” By then, Hsiao-
hsi had learnt how to regard his homework
and play in the right way. 10 illustrations.

The Rainbow Road

by Hu Chi

The Raeinbow Road, written in the style of
a folk tale, is a vivid story about three Tibetan

boys in search of the rainbow road and a happy
life.

They lived in a village far, far away in
the snow-capped mountains. One day, they
heard that the Chinese People’s Liberation
Army had built a bright rainbow road which
would bring happiness to the Tibetan people.
Wanting to search for happiness they decided
to go out and have a look at this road. So
they slipped away from home. On their way
they met with many trials in crossing turbulent
rivers and snow-covered mountains and walk-
ing over the scorching desert and vast grassland,
constantly threatened by cold, hunger and
fatigue. Because they never wavered in their
faith, finally, after overcoming numerous diffi-
culties, they found the bright rainbow road
and happiness, and so started out on a new
life together. Many illustrations.
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ROUND THE WEEK

More Tractors for the Farms

Five major tractor plants in the
country are being expanded. They are
Loyang’s No. 1 Tractor Works, the
Tientsin Tractor Works, the Kiangsi
Tractor Plant, Anshan’s Hongqi Tractor
Plant and the Shenyang Tractor Plant.
When expansion is completed, farm
machinery planners report, the pro-
duction capacity of these plants will
be more than 400 per cent greater than
at present.

The expansion of these five plants is
one of the key projects of China’s
capital construction programme in the
field of agricultural machinery for the
current year. Their expansion will be
completed by next year at the latest.
In the Kiangsi and Anshan plants it
will be finished this year.

Although at the present stage of
things in China, mechanized farming
still plays a relatively minor role in
agricultural production, an increas-
ing number of tractors and other
farm machinery have been sent to the
countryside by the state in the past
few years. These are heralds of things
to come. In seven areas in the north-
east, including Shenyang, Anshan
and Yingkow, the tractor-ploughed
acreage this spring was double that
ploughed at the same time last year.
Wheat and cotton producing Shantung
Province now has 6,300 tractors (in
terms of 15 horsepower units) which
ploughed nearly 10 million mu of land
this spring. In the current national
agricultural drive the production of
farm machines is being gradually
stepped up.

Supply of Parts. While the five
tractor plants mentioned above are
being expanded, 14 works of varying
sizes making agricultural ‘machinery
accessories and parts are either being
built or enlarged. The nation’s farm
machinery industry right now is mass
producing four types of tractors —
“East Is Red,” “Iron Bull,” “Bumper
Harvest,” and “Red Flag,” as well as
many types of irrigation and drainage
machinery and tractor appliances such
as harrows, seeders, rakes, etc. Main-
tenance of these {ractors and other
farm  machinery requires a large
amount of parts and accessories. Most

of these 14 plants are specialized en-
terprises where production is or will
be highly mechanized. Construction
and expansion of these plants will
greally increase the supply of parts and
accessories.

Repair Networks. The steady flow
of tractors and other farm machines to
the countryside is resulling in a grow-
ing number of machine-repair work-
shops in the rural areas. Last week
reports from Shansi, Hopei, Shantung,
Honan, Liaoning Provinces and Peking
tell of rapidly developing networks of
farm machinery repair service centres
in these areas. To date 334 repair
works and workshops and many more
repair stations have been set up.

In addition to providing repair and
maintenance services for tractors,
trucks and other farm machines and
tools on the farms of local people’s
communes, Lhese repair centres also
help train mechanics and tractor driv-
ers for them.

Most of the larger repair works were
formerly small plants which were re-
built or expanded in the latter part
of last year. The small workshops
have been built up from numerous re-
pair service stations while most of the
repair stations in the villages today
are recent creations. Together, these
big and medium-sized repair works
and the small repair stations go to
make up the extensive networks that
take care of farm machinery mainte-
nance work in these areas. They
handle everything from day-to-day
check-ups to major overhauls.

These repair service networks are
being built up and developed accord-
ing to plans carefully worked out by
the local authorities. While the em-
phasis is put on areas where the most
machinery is being used, other areas
are not neglected. Sooner or later
they'll be getting more machines, too.

Taiwan Anniversary

Three hundred years ago, in 1661,
Cheng Cheng-kung (Koxinga), the
famous general of the Ming Dynasty,
sailed at the head of a fleet from the
Chinese mainland and landed on the
Chinese island of Taiwan, then occu-
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Building a New Faclory

pied by the Dutch colonialists. After
nine months of bloody fighting he
drove out the Dutch and recovered
Taiwan for China. Ever since then
Cheng Cheng-kung has been honoured
by the Chinese people as a national
hero.

Four years ago on May 24, 1957,
some 30,000 Taiwan citizens rose in a
furious demonstration against U.S. im-
perialism. Shouting the slogan “U.S.
troops, get out of Taiwan!” people in
Taipeh stormed the U.S. “embassy”
and the U.S. “Information Service.”
They were supported by the warm
sympathy of their Chinese compatriots
on the mainland and elsewhere.

Last week, special mcetlings were
held in Peking, Foochow, Shanghai
and other cities to commemorate this
double anniversary. At these meelings,
members of the Taiwan Democratic
Self-Government League, people from
Taiwan and members of China’s dem-
ocratic parties forcefully condemned
the U.S. occupation of Taiwan and its
outrageous “lwo Chinas” scheme and
expressed the determination of the
Chinese people to liberate the island.

At the Peking meeting, Hsu Meng-
shan, Secretary-General of the Taiwan
Democratic Self-Government League,
said that both the recovery of the
island from the Dutch colonialists 300
years ago and the anti-U.S. demonstra-
tion of the Taiwan people four years
ago served to prove that the Chinese
people, including their compatriots on
Taiwan, are unswerving in the strug-
gle against foreign aggressors and to
bring Taiwan back to the bosom of
the motherland. No matter how fero-
cious the aggressors may be and no
matter what cunning tricks they may
play, they will have to get out of
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Sketch by Li Chich-wen

China's territory of Taiwan. Hsu
Meng-shan paid tribute to the daily
mounting anti-U.S. struggle of the peo-
ple in Taiwan today.

Denouncing the Kennedy Adminis-
tration for stepping up its despicable
attempt to create “two Chinas,” he
declared that the imperialists will
never succeed in their schemes: the
Chinese people will surely liberate
Taiwan.

Red Scarves

On May 27, Peking’s Chingshan Park
was astir with a crowd of two thou-
sand Young Pioneers. Its famous Coal
Hill was overrun by boys and girls
in neal white shirts, red scarves and
blue trousers or shorts. Red f[lags
bearing the star and torch [lew proudly
in the summer breeze from this, the
highest hill within Peking's city wall.
On that afternoon 1,100 boys and girls
were admitted to the Young Pioncers
in a full-fledged ceremony held in the
presence of many veteran revolution-
aries. The gathering was one of the
many activities of Peking’s boys and
girls on the eve of International Chil-
dren’s Day.

At the ceremony the veterans of the
revolution placed red scarves, insignia
of the Young Pioneers, round the necks
of the new members of China's chil-
dren’s organization. Among the vet-
erans present were Teng Ying-chao,
Vice-President of the National Women's
Federation, People’s Liberation Army
officers who were once members of
the famous Children’s Corps, and vet-
eran workers who took part in the
big railway strike in 1923.

Teng Ying-chao, speaking to the
gathering, extended warm greetings to
the boys and girls for International

Children’s Day. She encouraged them
to study well, keep fit, develop habiis
of diligence and industriousness, make
daily progress and prepare themselves
to be worthy successors in China's
revolutionary cause.

On May 27, in Shanghai a gala Chil-
dren’s Day party was held in that city’s
famous Children’s Palace. More than
2,000 children met there with veteran
revolutionaries, outstanding workers
and peasants, wrilers, scienlists and
artists.

Passing On Know-How

A headline name last week was that
of Chou Chin-jung, a skilled engincer-
ing worker at the Hangchow Machine
Tools Works, for his achievement in
{raining more than 40 young workers
in the last three years. Good as that
record is, Chou's feat, however, is not
unique. Everywhere in China today
the veterans in every field are passing
on their know-how to the younger
generation. This stands in striking
contrast to the situation in old China,
where a master craftsman guarded the
secrets of his technical skill as his per-
sonal asset, to be passed on circum-
spectly to the immediate members of
the family. This was understandable.
In the old society technical skill was
indeed an “assel” for earning a living,
and earning a living wasn’t easy in
those days. In present-day China no
unemployment problem exists. The
mastering of technical know-how
by more people means more produc-
tion and wealth for society, with
benefits to all. As the socialist outlook
of the people has developed, those “in
the know™ have grown correspondingly
eager to share their knowledge. There
never has been any lack of teachers
for literacy classes; traditional doctors
have made known nostrums carefully
guarded for centuries in their families.
FEncouraged by the Party the coaching
of new hands by veterans is organized
on an extensive and increasing :cale
in practically every field of work. The
following are two recent examples:

In Industry. Shenyang's Machine
Tool Works in the northeast is noted
among industrial enterprises for ils
work in this line. In its No. 8 work-
shop veteran workers teach newcomers
the techniques of lathe turning, milling
and grinding in special classes. They
also coach them on the job in reading
blueprints and doing repair and main-
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tenance work. Regular discussion
meetings are arranged at which the
experienced veterans and their ap-
prentices together examine and im-
prove the various new techniques de-
veloped in the workshop. Veterans
also sign “‘contracts” with their young
colleagues setting a fixed period in
which the “master” undertakes to
teach and the pupil pledges to learn
certain specific techniques. Veteran
workers also give demonstrations of
their skills at open meetings.

Workshop veterans are sharing with
others the “special secrets” they have
discovered in tackling key technical
problems. By last week old hands in
the workshop had already passed on
124 “special secrets” to their young col-
leagues. The veterans also help them
analyse their defective products, dis-
cover the causes of spoilage and ways
of eliminating it. These measures have
helped raise the efficiency of the young
workers and set going a general rise
in the shop's output and the quality of
its products.

On the Farms. Chengdong People’s
Commune of Sungkiang County,
Shanghai, is one of the many in the
country where experienced farmers are
giving lessons in farm techniques to
young hands. Its ninth production
team is a good example. Here 45 per
cent of the work force are newcomers.
To improve their skill, a campaign was
recently launched among them to learn
{from the commune’s experienced farm-
ers. Veteran farmers like Yang Hsueh-
kang and Yang Hsueh-chiao now each
have a large group of “apprentices”
attached to them. After barely a
month, such field coaching was already
paying off. A general improvement
was noted in the quality of work done
on the farms in nursing rice seedlings.
Thanks to general application of the
techniques used by Yang Hsueh-chiao
and Pan Jen-teh, another crack
farmer — seeds were moistened to
hasten sprouting — and 90 per cent of
the seeds so treated sprouted into lush
green seedlings.

Bringing Up Young Artists

The new crop of young artists who
are appearing in ever growing num-
bers on China’s stages are earning
golden opinions from theatre-goers.
Particular praise used to go to the
young artists of the Fourth Troupe of
the China Peking Opera Theatre. Now
the plaudits are being more widely dis-

June 2, 1961

tributed. Among the latest who have
impressed critics and audiences alike
are the youngsters of the Hopei Bangzi
Opera Company which visited Peking
recently and the young actors of the
Youth Cantonese Opera Company in
Canton. These and other young artists
are bright blossoms in the rich flower-
ing of China's post-liberation stage
arts.

During the past decade China’s art
schools and colleges graduated some
7,000 young artists specializing in
drama. music, the fine arts and cinema.
In the field of drama alone, four-fifths
of the leading actors and actresses in
the country’s thousands of theatrical
companies today are post-liberation
graduates of the art schools.

The 41 art schools and colleges
spread around the country now have
some 12,000 students in their various
departments. Every province and au-
tonomous region has its own art in-
stitutions. Students come from all the
various nationalities in China; 44 per
cent of them from worker and peasant
families. Many of the members of the
faculty of these art institutes are
veteran artists with rich experience in
their fields.

These institutes with four to five-
year courses provide free tuition and
supply all study materials free. They
give an all-round education in addi-
tion to their specialties. Students are
enabled to acquire a fundamental un-
derstanding of Marxist-Leninist theory
as well as a comprehensive knowledge
of their chosen art. Usually they begin
to give their first public performances
or participate in public exhibition
during their third year. Their whole
education is planned within the con-
text of serving the people — “serving
the workers, peasants and soldiers.”
To maintain this popular contact and
understanding of the working people,
they spend six weeks a year in fac-
tories or rural people's communes
where they take part in suitable
physical labour and other activities.

Moslem Festival

On May 26, Moslems of the Hui,
Uighur, Kazakh and other national mi-
norities in China celebrated their Cor-
ban Festival.

In Urumchi, capital of the Sinkiang
Uighur Autonomous Region in north-

west China, tens of thousands of
Moslems attended religious services in
the mosques that day. After the ser-
vices, the traditional holiday began,
and they flocked to the parks, cine-
mas, theatres, clubs and cultura! pal-
aces for music, dancing and other en-
tertainments. The people’s council of
the autonomous region markad the oc-
casion with an evening get-together.

In Yinchuan in the Ningsia Hui
Autonomous Region. thousands at-
tended services in the mosques. De-
spite the morning drizzle festive ac-
tivities got off to a good start.

In Peking, Chinese Moslems were
joined by diplomatic envoys and stu-
dents from Islamic countries now in
the capital at a service in a mosque in
the eastern part of the city. Imam Haj
Ma Shu-tien, who officiated at the ser-
vice, read the first chapter of the Koran
and delivered a sermon. Imam Khalil
Chang Shu-tang spoke of the origin of
the Corban Festival.

A special reception to celebrate the
festival was given on May 28 by Bur-
han Shahidi, Chairman of the Chinese
Islamic Association. Saifudin, Vice-
Chairman of the Standing Committee
of the National People’s Congress, was

present. Diplomatic envoys of Islamic
Asian and African countries were
guests.

Extending greetings to Moslems all
over the world, Burhan Shahidi said
that friendship between Chinese Mos-
lems and Moslems of the Asian and
African countries had grown rapidly
with the development of the struggle
of the peoples of Asia and Africa to
win and uphold their national indepen-
dence. Chinese Moslems, he said,
greatly treasure this friendship and
will do their best to consclidate and
develop it.




Enlarged Geneva Conference

Five Principles Proposed for Solution of
The Laotian Question

Foreign Minister Chen Yi, Head of the Chinese Government Delegation, made a
statement at the enlarged Geneva Conference on May 24. In his statement he set forth
the following five principles for the solution of the Laotian question:

1) It must be based on the 1954 Geneva agreements.

2) It must respect the independence and sovereignty of Laos.

3) It must strictly ensure the neutrality of Laos.

4) It must draw a sharp distinction between the internal and the international
aspects of the Laotian question. The internal problems of Laos can only be
solved by the Laotians themselves. Any international agreement must in no way
interfere in the internal affairs of Laos.

5) All the participating nations must take part in, and strictly abide by, the com-

mon agreement.

Following is the full text of his statement. — Ed.

Mr. Chairman, Fellow Delegates,

The delegations of all the countries participating in
our conference have made statements and enunciated their
positions on the peaceful settlement of the Laotian ques-
tion. We are glad that most of the delegates have ex-
pressed a readiness to conduct consultations and reach
agreement on strict assurance of the neutrality of Laos
on the basis of the 1954 Geneva agreements. Although
individual delegations have taken an attitude at variance
with that of the majority of the delegations, it is our
hope that they will eventually alter their attitudes so
that they may not become obstacles to a unanimous agree-
ment among us. '

All of us have heard the statement by the delegate of
the Royal Government of Laos, Mr. Quinim Pholsena,
and the statement by the delegate of the Neo Lao Haksat,
Mr. Phoumi Vongvichit. They have analysed in detail the
development of the situation in Laos since 1954, explained
the causes of the present tragic state of affairs in Laos
and put forth their propositions for the peaceful settle-
ment of the Laotian question. They have reaffirmed the
position of the Royal Government of Laos in adhering to
a policy of peace and neutrality, asked the conference to
provide definite assurance for the independence and
neutrality of Laos, and given forceful expression to the
aspirations of the Laotian people for peace, independence,
neutrality and unity. The Chinese Delegation warmly
supports these aspirations.

The Chinese Delegation supports the Soviet
proposals and opposes the U.S. proposals,

Now, our conference will soon proceed to discuss con-
crete proposals for the settlement of the Laotian question.
In this connection, Comrade Andrei Gromyko has, on
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behalf of the Government of the Soviet Union, tabled
two draft documents, the “Declaration on the Neutrality
of Laos” and the “Agreement on the Withdrawal of
Foreign Troops and Military Personnel from the Territory
of Laos and on the Terms of Reference of the Interna-
tional Commission”; the U.S. delegate, Mr. Dean Rusk,
has also presented outline proposals of the U.S. Govern-
ment on the Laotian question. The Chinese Delegation
supports the proposals of the Soviet Union, because the
Soviet proposals are based on the 1954 Geneva agree-
ments, they draw a clear line of demarcation between
the international and the internal aspects of the Laotian
question, and they conform to the Laotian people’s na-
tional aspirations for peace, independence and neutrality.
In contrast, the proposals of the United States are in
contravention of the 1954 Geneva agreements, obliterate
the demarcation between the international and the
internal aspects of the Laotian question and are actually
aimed at putting Laos under international condominium.
The Chinese Delegation is opposed to the proposals of the
United States.

From the definition of neutrality Rusk at-

tempts to impose on Laos, it can be seen that

the United States merely wants to continue

its intervention and aggression against Asian

and African countries in the name of
ensuring neutrality.

The U.S. delegate has, in his statement, formulated
a new definition for the neutrality of Laos. He holds
that this neutrality “must go beyond the classical concept
of non-alignment and include positive assurance of the
integrity of the elements of national life (in Laos).” Ac-
cordingly, he maintains that this neutrality has to be
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guarded not only against threats from without, but also
against so-called “threats from within,” against the so-
called “subversion of the elements of the state which is
organized, directed or assisted from beyond its borders.”
These words are not unfamiliar to many people, they are
the language of the Southeast Asia Treaty. What then
do these words mean? The U.S. ruling circles have always
described the people’s national and democratic movements
in various countries as aggressive activities organized
from without. By guarding against “threats from within”
and against “subversion of the elements of the state” is
actually meant suppressing the Laotian people’s national
and democratic movements and eliminating the patriotic
forces in Laos. This constitutes a bare-faced interference
in the internal affairs of Laos. The United States has
failed to destroy the Laotian patriotic forces even though
it has spent seven years in doing so, tried every possible
measure, and even instigated a large-scale civil war in
the end. Can it then achieve the same end by adopting
a changed method of interfering in the internal affairs
of Laos under the cloak of ensuring Laotian neutrality?
I would advise the U.S. delegate to think it over well.
As will be recalled, the late U.S. Secretary of State, John
Foster Dulles, once made the notorious statement that
neutrality is immoral. It is now said that the United
States is no longer against the neutrality of Asian and
African countries. However, it can be seen from the
definition of neutrality which Mr. Dean Rusk attempts
to impose on Laos that the United States merely wants
to continue its intervention and aggression against Asian
and African countries in the name of ensuring neutrality.
If this can be called neutrality at all, it is indeed an im-
moral neutrality imposed from without.

The Chinese Government firmly opposes the

U.S. plot of enforcing international con-

dominium in Laos. No nation with self-respect

is willing to be a party to this dirty business
of international condominium.

The U.S. delegate further proposed the establishment
of some international bodies with supreme powers so as
to impose on Laos the so-called neutrality as envisaged
by the United States. The delegates of Britain, France,
Canada and many other countries hold that the 1954
Geneva agreements should be maintained as basis, but
the US. delegate pushed aside the International Com-
mission for Supervision and Control set up under these
agreements, made unjust criticisms against it, and attempt-
ed to create some new international bodies instead. As
envisaged by the United States, these international bodies
are to check so-called “threats from within” in Laos, to
cut and reorganize the Laotian armed forces and to
administer economic and technical aid to Laos. In his
statement, the U.S. delegate came out undisguisedly with
the point that the international machinery must be able
to go at will to all parts of Laos without the need for the
consent of the Laotian Government and the authorities
concerned. He made no mention at all that the interna-
tional machinery must be responsible to the participating
nations of the Geneva Conference, and must function under
the guidance of the Co-Chairmen of the Geneva Con-
ference. Obviously, this sort of international machinery
designed by the United States, instead of upholding the
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neutrality of Laos on the basis of respect for the indepen-
dence of that country, is meant to carry out all-round
intervention in the political, military and economic affairs
of Laos without any restriction and place Laos under in-
ternational condominium. Just as pointed out by the
Indian delegate, Mr. Krishna Menon, this would be a
“super-governmenti or stale within a state” in Laos. It
is not difficult to see that this is in the same strain as
the international condominium enforced in the Congo by
the United States through the United Nations. As inter-
vention by the United States itself has met with in-
creasingly strong resistance, the United Stales has more
and more tried to carry out its intervention and aggres-
sion against other countries by means of international
condominium. In the Congo, we have already witnessed
the tragic consequences of such international condo-
minium. Naturally, the Laotian people, who have waged
prolonged bitter struggles to win and safeguard their na-
tional independence, cannot possibly agree to this kind
of international condominium and let their country be-
come a colony once again. Just as the Burmese delegate
has pointed out, “any solution which has the remotest
appearance of having been imposed on Laos is doomed to
failure.” In accordance with its stand of consistently up-
holding the 1954 Geneva agreements and respecting the
neutrality and independence of Laos, the Chinese Govern-
ment is firmly opposed to the U.S. plot of enforcing in-
ternational condominium in Laos. At the same time, we
believe that no nation with self-respect is willing to be a
party to this dirty business of international condominium.
The Cambodian delegate in his statement has suggested
with good reason that the U.S. delegate reconsider his
views.

As everybody knows, Laos is an independent sovereign
state. Laos has long ago chosen its neutrality independ-
ently and on its own, a neutrality whose meaning is
quite definite, and there is no need for Mr. Rusk now to
give it a new definition. At the time of the 1954 Geneva
conference, the Royal Government of Laos already de-
clared that it would not conclude any military alliance
with other states and would not allow the establishment
of foreign military bases on Laotian territory. At the
time, the Geneva agreements affirmed this neutral status
of Laos and stipulated that the participating nations of
the conference undertook to respect the sovereignty, in-
dependence, unity and territorial integrity of Laos and to
refrain from any interference in its internal affairs. The
neutrality of Laos is based on respect for the independence
of Laos by the countries concerned. All internal prob-
lems of Laos, including the formation of a national
coalition government, the practice of democracy, the hold-
ing of general elections, the unification of territory and
armed forces, and economic construction, are the Laotian
people’s own affairs, which should be administered by
the Laotian people themselves and should not be subjected
to any outside interference. Mr. Quinim Pholsena and Mr.
Phoumi Vongvichit have told us in their statements that
the Royal Government of Laos headed by Prince Souvanna
Phouma and supported by the Neo Lao Haksat has con-
sistently pursued a policy of peace and neutrality, while
the United States has been consistently opposed, and is
now still opposed, to this Government. The root cause of
the Laotian problem is that the United States would not
let Laos maintain the neutral status of its own choosing;
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it is definitely not the lack of a new definition for the
neutrality of Laos.

It is not necessary to reorganize the present

international commission. The terms of refe-

rence of the commission should be properly

readjusted in accordance with the new con-

ditions. The principle of reaching unanimity

through consultation must be followed in
ils voting procedure.

So far as the maintenance of the neutrality of Laos
is concerned, the experience of the past seven years tells
us that what is important is for the countries concerned,
in the first place the United States, to strictly abide by
the 1954 Geneva agreements and honour their undertaking
about the independence and neutrality of Laos, rather
than to set up some new international machinery. Can
it be expected that, with an international machinery of
another kind, the United States will no longer support
the rebel Phoumi-Boun Oum clique? It would obviously
be most unjust to blame the tragic situation in Laos today
on insufficient efforts on the part of the commission. The
Chinese Government is in principle in favour of necessary
international supervision and control. We deem that it
is not necessary to reorganize the present international
commission. As for the terms of reference of the com-
mission, they should of course be properly re-adjusted in
accordance with the new conditions. In re-adjusting the
terms of reference of the commission, a sharp distinction
must be drawn between the internal and the international
aspects of the Laotian question, and interference in the
internal affairs of Laos is absolutely impermissible. Since
Laos is a sovereign state, all work of the international
commission can be carried out only with the co-operation
of the Laotian Government. As for the voting procedure
of the international commission, we hold that the prin-
ciple of reaching unanimity through consultation is es-
sential. Because only by practising this principle can the
views of all the parties concerned be taken into account,
and the aim of just supervision and conirol be attained.
The commission is responsible to our conference and is
working under the guidance of the Co-Chairmen of the
Geneva Conference. Since the principle of reaching unani-
mity through consultation is applied in the work of both
our conference and the Co-Chairmen, why should not the
same principle be applied in this working organization,
the international commission? The U.S. delegate laid so
much emphasis on the necessity and effectiveness of
majority decision, but he forgot that at the 1954 Geneva
Conference it was exactly the United States that was in
the minority and that in the present conference the United
States is not in the majority either. However, we have
not accordingly held that the method of majority decision
be adopted at this conference, but have still stood for
jointly seeking avenues to a peaceful settlement of the
Laotian question on the principle of reaching unanimity
through consultation. The method of decision by majority
vote cannot solve any problem here among us. For the
present, there is a great divergence between us and the
U.S. delegate on the definition of neutrality and the ques-
tion of international machinery. However, we are after
all sitting at the same conference table. Provided that
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there is sincerity for a peaceful settlement of the Laotian
question and earnest discussion is conducted by setting
forth the facts and reasoning, it is still possible to reach
unanimous agreement.

The economic and technical aid to Laos should
be arranged by the Laotian Government with
the countries concerned through negotiations
in accordance with the principles of sovereignty
and equality; it should not be administered or
controlled by any international body.

As for economic and technical aid to Laos, it is first
of all for Laos to accept foreign aid independently and
on its own by exercising its sovereignty. Both Mr. Quinim
Pholsena and Mr. Phoumi Vongvichit have indicated at
our conference that the Royal Government of Laos is
ready to accept aid from all countrics which sincerely
wish to help Laos build the foundation of an independent
national economy, including aid from countries of either
of the two camps, provided that no political or military
conditions are attached to it. It is fully proper that such
aid should be arranged by the Royal Government of Laos
with the countries concerned through bilateral negotia-
tions in accordance with the principles of sovereignty and
equality; it should by no means be administered or con-
trolled by any international body. Such is the practice
of the Royal Government of Cambodia, and we cannot
see why the Royal Government of Laos cannot do the
same.

China, the Soviet Union, and the Democratic Repub-
lic of Viet Nam are signatories to the 1954 Geneva agree-
ments and have consistently been pursuing a policy of
non-interference in the internal affairs of Laos. The
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Democratic Republic
of Viet Nam has in his stalement enumerated plenty of
facts to show that the United States, Thailand and south
Viet Nam have engaged in armed intervention in Laos
and demanded that they stop such aggression. The Chi-
nese Delegation resolutely supports this righteous stand
of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. The delegates
of south Viet Nam and Thailand have repeated at this
conference U.S. slanders against China, the Soviet Union
and the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. However,
these groundless charges can by no means cover up the
iron-clad fact of the aggression against Laos by the United
States and its followers. Can this be denied since U.S.
military personnel commanding the rebel Laotian forces
have already been captured?

The peace and security of Southeast Asia can

be ensured only by putting an end to U.S.

aggression and intervention and abolishing the
SEATO military bloc.

The U.S. delegate has tried in his statement to pre-
sent the question of peace in Southeast Asia, including
Laos, as a question of preventing the threat of communism
from the north, alleging that SEATO will wither away only
if such threats disappear. These arguments for the U.S.
policies of aggression and intervention are indeed nothing
new. However, one cannot help asking the U.S. delegate
why he has evaded and failed to reply to the mass of facts
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about U.S. aggression and intervention in Laos, south Viet
Nam and the whole of Southeast Asia cited by the dele-
gates of many countries in their statements. The U.S.
delegate has tried to trace the troubles in Asia to the com-
munists. But we wish to ask, who should be held res-
ponsible for the recent overthrow of the Chang Myun
clique in south Korea and the internal troubles of many
other Asian countries under U.S. domination? If the U.S.
delegate’s concept of peaceful coexistence is for the so-
cialist countries to issue a guaranty for the puppets of
the United States, I am afraid we cannot issue such a
guaranty. It is clear that, so long as the U.S. policies of
intervention and aggression against the Asian countries
do not stop, the peace and security of Asia will not be
ensured. The threat to the peace and security of the
whole of Southeast Asia, including Laos, stems precisely
from the policies of aggression and intervention of the
United States from across the Pacific Ocean, and from the
SEATO military bloc. I wish to repeat, the peace and sec-
urity of Southeast Asia can be ensured only by putting
an end to US. aggression and intervention, abolishing
the SEATO military bloc and replacing it by a peace area
in Southeast Asia.

Mr. Chairman! The Chinese Government has consis-
tently stood for the peaceful settlement of the Laotian
question on the basis of respect for tne national aspira-
tions of the Laotian people and observance of the prin-
ciples of the 1954 Geneva agreements. We are glad to
note that Premier Souvanna Phouma issued on May 8, 1961,
on behalf of the Royal Government of Laos a six-point
political programme which fully embodies the national
aspirations of the Laotian people. The two draft pro-
posals on the peaceful settlement of the Laotian question
put forward by the Soviet Union both respect the inde-
pendence and sovereignty of Laos and conform to the
1954 Geneva agreements. The Soviet proposals have won

Kennedy’s “Urgent Needs”

by “RENMIN RIBAO” COMMENTATOR

On May 29, “Renmin Ribao” published detailed ex-
tracts from U.S. President Kennedy's special message to
Congress on urgent national needs. At the same time, it
published a commentary on this “special message.” A
translation of this follows. Subheads are ours. — Ed.

N May 25, U.S. President Kennedy sent Congress a

“Special Message on Urgent National Needs,” in

which he sent out an S.0.S. and put forward a series of
urgent measures.

What has happened after all, to make the U.S. Pres-
ident find it necessary to take such special action? At
a time when the enlarged Geneva Conference is seeking
ways for a peacelul settlement of the Laotian question
and when talks between the Soviet and U.S. heads of
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the support of the delegates from Laos, the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam and Poland and the appreciation
of some other delegates. The Chinese Delegation holds
that the Soviet proposals should be taken as the basis of
discussion and agreement at this conference. The delega-
tions of certain other countries have put forth their own
proposals for the settlement of the Laotian question, and
in the course of discussion and consultation we will give
serious study and consideration to all those parts of them,
which are constructive. We are of the opinion, however,
that any solution of the Laotian question must not run
counter to the following principles:

1. It must be based on the 1954 Geneva agreements.

2. It must respect the independence and sovereignty
of Laos.

3. It must strictly ensure the neutrality of Laos.

4. It must draw a sharp distinction between the in-
ternal and the international aspects of the Laotian ques-
tion. The internal problems of Laos can only be solved
by the Laotians themselves. Any international agree-
ment must in no way interfere in the internal affairs of
Laos.

5. All the participating nations must take part in,
and strictly abide by, the common agreement.

With regard to the question of the prdcedure of the
conference, we are in favour of continuing the plenary
sessions to discuss the question of ensuring the neutrality
of Laos. The formation of commitiees for the technical
discussion of specific documents will not, of course, be
excluded when more or less agreed views have been
reached at the conference.

Mr. Chairman! That is all T want to say. Thank you.

v

state will soon begin in Vienna, is it not really possible
for Kennedy to be a little more cool-headed? What made
Kennedy cry out in exceptionally agitated tones that
“these are extraordinary times”? In a word, where does
the reason for this “feeling of urgency” of Kennedy's lie?

Three Reasons for “Urgency”

Kennedy pointed out that the battleground of the
United States “is the whole southern half of the globe —
Asia, Latin America, Africa and the Middle East—the
lands of the rising peoples.” There, he said, a “revolution,
the greatest in human history,” was taking place.

Indeed, a great revolution of the oppressed peoples
fighting for national liberalion is taking place in vast
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Baggage to the New Frontier

areas of Asia, Africa and Latin America. According to
Kennedy, the United States would “support” this revolu-
lion of the various peoples “regardless of which political
or economic route they choose to freedom.” It is strange
then that a revolution supported by the United States
should constitute a challenge to it and make Kennedy
50 anxious.

Obviously, the facls are just the opposite of what
Kennedy claimed. The United States, as the main bulwark
of modern colonialism, has never ceased even for a single
day to be hostile towards and to disrupt and suppress
the national liberation movement surging in Asia, Africa
and Latin America. However, what made it find itself
helpless is the fact that neither its furious sabre rattling
nor its painstaking scheming can stop the progress of the
great national and democratic revolution in the world.
U.S. intervention and aggression against the Congo has
met with the resistance of the Congolese people and the
opposition of the people of the world; its invasion of
Cuba ended in ignominious defeat; in Laos it has “gambled
and lost”. . . . Kennedy dejectedly lamented not long
ago that “the news has grown worse instead of better.”
This is precisely one of the reasons that made him regard
the situation as “urgent” and find it necessary to send
out a “special message.”

But Kennedy has deliberately tried to cover up the
essence of the matter and make people believe that what
the United States opposes is not the national liberation
movement in Asia, Africa and Latin America, but the
“concealed aggression” allegedly committed by the social-
ist countries in these vast areas. Thus, he slandered and
attacked the socialist countries in a most vicious way.
This, of course, cannot harm the dignity and prestige of
the socialist countries because they have always taken a
stand of firm support towards the national liberation
movement. As to “aggression” and “enslavement.” it can
be seen clearly from events in the Congo, Cuba and Laos
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that the real and biggest “adversary
of freedom” is none other than U.S.
imperialism represented by Kennedy.
It is precisely the United States, the
neo-colonialist, that has been per-
petrating not only “concealed” but
also “open” aggression against these
countries.

This, of course, is not the whole
reason for Kennedy's hatred for the
socialist countries. There is no doubt
that the growing strength of the so-
cialist camp is an insurmountable
obstacle to the U.S. imperialist plan
of aggression and expansion. The
ever-growing gap in the rate of
cconomic development and in guided
missiles and the increasingly shaky
positions of strength of the United
States —this is another important
reason that made Kennedy find the
situation “urgent.”

Moreover, a whole army of problems
has arisen within the United States,
the principal one being the fact that
the shadow of economic crisis has all along been hanging
over that country. Although Kennedy boasted in the
“special message” that “the recession has been halted” and
that “recovery is under way,” he had to admit that mas-
sive unemployment still exists and will continue to exist.
This is the third reason that made Kennedy find the
situation “urgent.”

By Jack Chen

Stepping Up Aggression and Expansion

Faced with this situation, what should President
Kennedy do? He listed a series of “urgent” measures.

(1) To speedily “turn recession into recovery.” Ken-
nedy set forth a programme “to train or retrain several
hundred thousand workers in new occupational skills over
a four-year period” so as to bring about a change in the
serious situation of unemployment and under-capacity
operation in the United States. This is downright ridi-
culous. Is it really because of the lack of skill that large
numbers of American workers are unemployed? Actually,
Kennedy’s magic wand in solving the question of the U.S,
economic stagnation does not lie here, but in his much
advertised measures of greatly increasing military spend-
ing, expanding the foreign “aid” programme, increasing
“civil defence” expenditure and so on, measures which are
tantamount to “spending all one’s money to ward off
disasters.” It lies in his demand that the people tighten
their belts. Please note how “urgently” Kennedy has
appealed to the people to do as he has asked — “to meet
the tax levelly and close the tax loopholes,” to refrain
from “pushing up wages and prices” and from making
“harmful work stoppages,” etc.

(2) To step up economic “aid” to “less developed
countries.” Otherwise, Kennedy said. it would cause “the
bankruptcy of unstable governments.”

As far as the United States is concerned, many ‘“‘critical

events” have indeed taken place recently. In the countries
regarded as the “frontiers of freedom” by the United
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States, from Iran, south Viet Nam right on to south Korea,
the people have risen to struggle against tyranny and
starvation and the puppet regimes fostered by the United
States with dollars and shored up with bayonets are either
tottering or have collapsed. This is entirely the result of
the U.S. policy of aggression. The countries regarded by
the United States as “most critical” are precisely those
countries which have all along received the largest amounts
of “aid” from the United States. Facts have borne out that
U.S. “aid” to the ruling circles of the subservient coun-
tries was the root cause of sufferings of the peoples of
these countries. Kennedy's clamour for stepping up
economic “aid” is merely an attempt to save the reactionary
rulers repudiated and bitterly hated by the peoples in
order to maintain U.S. control and enslavement of these
countries. This will only result in increasing, not
alleviating, the sufferings and discontent of the people.

(3) To step up U.S. reactionary propaganda abroad
as a means of “reaching millions of uncertain peoples.”
The bringing forward of this “urgent need” by Kennedy
is obviously because he has found that the prestige of
the United States is declining rapidly and he wants to
confuse the people by stepping up deceptive propaganda.

(4) To strengthen the aggressive military blocs
engineered by the United States. Why did Kennedy stress
this point now? The reason is that the United States is
dismayed by signs of *“slackening” manifesled in these
military blocs —in the recent SEATO meeting in Bangkok
and the NATO meeting in Oslo, and also in the abortive
meeting of the Organisation of American States. In a
bid to inspire their “will” in aggression and suppression
of the peoples and to strengthen their “capability” in com-
mitting aggression and suppressing the people, Kennedy
has asked that the appropriation for foreign military “aid”
be increased to 1,885 million dollars. He has made it
clear that the distribution of military “aid” “needs a new
emphasis” and hinted broadly to the subservient countries
that whoever wants more arms has to render better ser-
vice.

(5) To expand the military strength of the United
States. Kennedy has laid emphasis on further strength-
ening the conventional armaments of the United States,
and on increasing the marines’ effectives to 190,000 men.
He has requested Congress to make an additional special
appropriation of 160 million dollars to strengthen greatly
the United States’ capacity to wage “limited wars” and
“sub-limited wars.” All this is to intensify the suppres-
sion of the national liberation movement in various parts
of the world. Kennedy has also, under the signboard of
the “space development programme,” requested Congress
to make an additional appropriation this year of nearly
700 million dollars for speeding up the development of
carrier vehicles — nuclear rockets, spaceships, space satel-
lites. In the ensuing five years, the United States will
spend an additional 7,000-9,000 million dollars on this. In
fact, it has long ceased to be any secret that the so-called
“space programme” of the United States is completely in
the service of aggressive military aims.

What logical conclusions can one draw from the
“urgent needs” set forth in Kennedy's “special message”?
It is perfecily clear that Kennedy intends to take a series
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of urgent measures at home and abroad to step up the
execution of the U.S. policy of aggression and war in the
military, political and economic fields and push forward
a big step the all-round U.S. plan of war preparations
which is already huge. This move of Kennedy stems from
profound political and cconomic causes. It is quite clear
that the U.S. monopoly capital groups which rely on arms
expansion and war preparations to amass ill-gotten wealth
and shake off the cconomic crisis have a mortal fear of
a genuine relaxation of international tension. Thus
Kennedy has assumed a completely bellicose posture.

Hypocritical Talk About Peace

Nevertheless, Kennedy does not want other people to
have this impression. After giving out the signal for in-
tensifying the cold war and speeding up arms expansion
and war preparations, he did not forget to devote the
remaining little space in his “special message™ to expressing
his desire for peace. He said that his “strongest desire”
was “the creation of an orderly world where disarmament
will be possible,” and that “our patience at the bargaining
table is nearly inexhaustible.” He declared that “we seck
only the day” when the nations would not “learn war any
more.” It should be said that these “appendages” are
very pleasant to the ear. It is not without reason that
the British paper the London Times should have the
following to say about Kennedy's pleasant words. Com-
menting on Kennedy's “special message,” the paper said
on May 26: “The American eagle holds in his right talon
an olive branch and in his left a bundle of arrows. In
his State of the Union Message last January President
Kennedy said: ‘We intend to give equal attention to both.’
It is a measure of the grimness with which he views the
present state of the world that yesterday he felt it neces-
sary to request substantial additional sums of money to
enlarge the bundle of arrows and to engage in a race to
the moon. However, the olive branch was not neglected.”

People have seen that in the past four months
Kennedy has indeed been faithfully carrying out this
two-tactics policy. He adopts the tactic of peace when
he considers that peace is in his interest, and adopts the
tactic of war when he considers that war is in his interest.
He uses the tactics of peace and war alternately or at the
same time. Now, while Kennedy announces that he will
go 1o Vienna lo “seek peace,” he submits in Washington
a special message of “urgent nceds” on armaments expan-
sion and war preparations. From this living example,
one can gel a further understanding of Kennedy's double-
tacties policy.

Anyone who carefully reads Kennedy's “Special
Message on Urgent National Needs” and grasps the mean-
ing of each section and each paragraph from its essence
and not from the superficial words and phrases will under-
stand that the “special message” is an urgent supplemen-
tary plan of the United States to step up its policy of
aggression and expansion. Thus for all peace-loving
people it is undoubtedly a highly valuable piece of
teaching material by ncgatlive example which can help
them to sce clearly the true colours of the Kennedy
Administration. This is why we are willing to devote our
precious space to detailed extracts from the “special
message” and recommend them to our readers.
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The Peasant Question in
The Socialist Revolution

by HSIAO SHU

Following is the second and concluding instalment of
a translation of an article published in “Hongqi” (No. 6),
fortnightly of the Central Commiitee of the Chinese Com-
munist Party. The first instalment appeared in our last
number. Subheads and bold-face emphasis are ours. —Ed.

The Class Line in the Co-operative Movement

Agricultural co-operation was a profound revolu-
tionary movement. In the process of leading agricultural
co-operation, the Party correctly solved the questions of
whom to rely upon, with whom to unite and against whom
to direct the attack. This was of decisive significance in
arousing the broad peasant masses to struggle against the
capitalist forces and successfully complete agricultural co-
operation. In solving this question, Comrade Mao Tse-
tung, applying the Marxist-Leninist method of class
analysis and starting from the actual situation, made a
scientific analysis of the classes and strata in China’s
rural areas following the land reform.

In the initial period of China’s agricultural co-
operative movement some comrades once held the view
that the question of establishing the predominance of the
poor peasants should not be raised. In their opinion,
during the land reform it was necessary to establish the
predominance of the poor peasants because they then
constituted the great majority in the countryside, account-
ing for 50, 60, or even 70 per cent of the rural population
whereas the middle peasants were a minority in the coun-
tryside; but now the situation had changed; most of the
former poor peasants had become middle peasants, so it
would be wrong to establish the predominance of the poor
peasants in the co-operative movement. These comrades
overlooked the poor peasants’ keenness for socialism, did
not make a concrete analysis of the middle peasants, and
imagined that the middle peasants should be relied on in
the co-operative movement. This viewpoint is entirely
wrong.

The peasant masses consist of three sections, namely:
poor peasants, lower middle peasants, and upper middle
peasants (i.e., well-to-do middle peasants). Their attitudes
towards socialism are not entirely the same. According
to Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s instructions, in the co-
operative movement, we must pay attention to the dif-
ference between the lower and upper middle peasants and
distinguish between the new middle peasants (those
former poor peasants who rose to the status of middle
peasants alter the land reform) and the old middle peas-
ants (those who had always been middle peasants since
before the land reform), This analysis of the middle peas-
ants in the co-operative movement is of great theoretical
and practical significance.
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A section of the peasant masses who were poor before
the land reform were still unable to change their poverty-
stricken life even after they received land because they
lacked draught animals, farm tools and labour power or
because of other reasons. Their economic status re-
mained, therefore, that of poor peasants. They had the
deepest experience of suffering resulting from an in-
dividual economy and were therefore generally very keen
about socialism. Furthermore, although the economic
position of the lower middle peasants among both the old
and new middle peasants improved somewhat compared
with pre-liberation days, they were still not well to do.
Although there might arise in them a desire to climb up
to the position of well-to-do middle peasants, they were
constantly and directly threatened in the process of polar-
ization in the countryside. Therefore, their attitude to-
wards co-operation came close to that of the poor peasants
and differed from that of the well-to-do middle peasants.
Generally speaking, they too were keen about socialism.
This was especially true of the new lower middle peasants
whose economic position was improved only through the
land reform led by the Communist Party. They were
therefore more responsive to the Party’s call. These three
sections — the poor peasants and the new and old lower
middle peasants —made up together from 60 to 70 per
cent of the rural population. They clung relatively less
tenaciously to the system of private ownership of the
means of production by small peasants and they more
readily accepted socialist transformation. To transform
thoroughly the entire system of private property by small
owners in a socialist spirit and by the socialist system
throughout the rural districts, the working class and the
Communist Party must rely on the broad masses of the
poor peasanfs who were formerly the semi-proletariat
(including the poor peasants and the new lower middle
peasants who were formerly poor peasants).

The well-to-do middle peasants had betler farm tools
and draught animals, their land was managed in a more
meticulous way, their yields were relatively high or their
income from sidelines relatively large; they were, there-
fore, better off. This economic position of theirs made
them (especially the old upper middle peasants who
received part of their income from exploitation before
they joined the co-operatives) the representatives of the
spontaneous tendency towards capitalism among the peas-
ants. They were a stratum that vacillated in the process
of socialist transformation. They made up from 20 to 30
per cent of the rural population. The correct policy to-
wards the weil-to-do middle peasants in the co-operative
movement is one of uniting with, educating and remould-
ing them. We should unite with them and at the same
time struggle against their tendency towards capitalism.
The method to be adopted in this struggle should consist
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chiefly of persuasion, education and criticism; the struggle
being designed to achieve the aim of uniting with them.

In China before the land reform, the rich-peasant
cconomy was very weak. In the land reform, the rich
peasants’ feudal and semi-feudal exploitation was abol-
ished and their ecoenomic position was further weakened.
Although new rich peasants began to emerge everywhere
in the countryside, their development was limited because
of the restrictions imposed by the Party’s various policies
after the land reform and the rapid progress of agri-
cultural co-operation. In the process of agricultural co-
operation it was the rich-peasant economy that was the
target for elimination. With the upsurge in the co-
operative movement, the Party switched its policy from
resiricting the rich peasants to eliminating them as a
class. The rich peasants and the landlords who had been
overthrown were the enemies who resolutely opposed and
sabotaged agricultural co-operation. They sometimes
openly, sometimes covertly supported the spontaneous
tendency of the well-to-do middle peasants towards
capitalism.  Therelore, vigilance towards the landlords
and rich peasants must never be relaxed in the process
of agricultural co-operation and blows must be firmly
dealt against their disruptive activities.

The co-operative movement was a serious struggle in
the countryside in which the socialist road triumphed
over the capitalist road. In China, because the rich-
peasant economy was very weak and the well-to-do
middle peasants were fairly powerful, the struggle be-
tween the two roads in the co-operative movement often
found expression in the struggle with the well-to-do
middle peasants. To be sure, the well-to-do middle peas-
ants were different from the rich peasants as the former
belonged to the category of the labouring people. It
would be wrong if one failed to see the well-to-do middle
peasants’ tendency towards capitalism; but it would also
be wrong if, instead of adopting appropriate methods in
struggling against their tendency towards capitalism, we
adopted the methods used in dealing with the rich peas-
ants. Before they joined the co-operatives, the well-to-do
middle peasanis, by relying on their relatively more
favourable conditions for production, often tried to excel
in production over the organized poor and lower middle
peasants. Behind these well-to-do middle peasants there
actually stood the landlords and the rich peasants. At a
time like that, the new-born co-operatives needed to bring
the superiority of collective economy into full play and
strive for greater increases in production. Only by so
doing was it possible to extend the influence of the co-
operalives continually. This peaceful competition was an
important aspect of the struggle between the two roads.

The analyses given above show that a concrete analysis
must be made of the various strata of the peasantry, rec-
ognizing the keenness on the part of the great majority
of poor and lower middle peasants for co-operation as well
as the vacillation and disinclination on the part of the
relatively small number of the well-to-do peasants
towards co-operation. A concrete analysis must also be
made of the dual character of the peasants as labouring
pecple and private owners. The concept of private
ownership was relatively weak among the poor and lower
middle peasants whereas it was much stronger among the
well-to-do middle peasants. If we were blind to the
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keenness on the part of the lower middle peasants for
socialism and did not bring their initiative into play, the
poor peasants would sland alone and the social basis of
co-operation weakencd. If we discarded the poor peasants
and talked of relying on the middle peasants, this would
actually be raising the prestige of the well-to-do middle
peasants in the countryside so that the lower middle
peasants and even a section of the poor peasants would
not be freed from the influence of the well-to-do middle
peasants. This would only reinforce the tendency in the
countryside towards capitalism and ruin the cause of
socialism.

The righl-devialionist views regarding the question
ol co-operation that once arose in our Party often mani-
fested themselves as a lack of analysis of the various strata
of the peasantry. These views reflected, in essence, the
demands of the well-to-do middle peasants who tended
spontaneously towards capitalism. Comrade Mao Tse-
tung’s analysis of the classes and strata in China’s rural
areas after the land reform, especially of the various strata
of the middle peasants, pointed out for us a clear class
line for carrying out the socialist revolution in the coun-
tryside.

The degree of awakening of the various strata of the
peasantry differs and it is not entirely the same even
among peasants belonging to the same stratum. In leading
the socialist transformation of agriculture, our Party
adopted the method of proceeding step by step which
made the process of co-operation also one of gradually
raising the level of consciousness of the peasants so that
that process became more readily acceptable to the great
majority of the peasants. These steps, as Comrade Mao
Tse-tung put it, “are designed to steadily raise the socialist
consciousness of the peasants through their personal ex-
perience, to change their mode of life step by step and
so minimize any feeling that their mode of life is being
changed all of a sudden.”*

Steps in Agricultural Co-operation

Agricultural co-operation in China was completed in
three steps. The first step was to organize mutual-aid
teams in agricultural production which contained certain
germs of socialism. The second step was to organize,
on the basis of the mutual-aid teams, small, semi-socialist
agricultural producers’ cc-operatives characterized by the
pooling of land as shares and unified management. The
third step was to organize, on the basis of the small, semi-
socialist co-operatives, large, fully sccialist agricultural
producers’ co-operatives.

The mutual-aid teams were organizations of collective
labour founded on the basis of individual economy (private
property). The establishment of mutual-aid teams left the
peasants’ privale property intact. But through collective
labour, they helped to enhance the peasants’ collectivist
thinking, and by labour co-operation, helped to raise labour
productivity. This form of organization was most readily
acceptable to the peasants, hence it became the initial form
of transition guiding the peasants to socialism. However,
within the mutual-aid teams, contradictions existed be-
tween collective labour and dispersed management. Dis-

* Mao Tse-tung, The Question of Agricultural Co-operation,
Eng. ed., Foreign Languages Press, Peking, 1959, p. 28.
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persed management of land handicapped the rational use
of manpower and the effectiveness of collective labour and
also caused great difficulties for the rational utilization of
land and the unified planning of production. As these
contradictions within the mutual-aid teams developed day
by day, and the peasants gradually became accustomed to
collective labour and, as a result of living experience, came
to understand its advantages, the mutual-aid teams were
superseded by the semi-socialist agricultural producers’ co-
operatives which were more conducive to the growth of
production.

The semi-socialist agricultural producers’ co-opera-
tives (i.e., the elementary co-operatives) instituted the
pooling of land as shares and unified management and,
to a certain extent, the distribution system of “io each
according to his work.” They also had certain amounts
of public funds. In these elementary co-ops, there were
greater possibilities for planting crops to best advantage
according to soil conditions, and for carrying out more
rational and planned division of labour: with their greater
manpower and economic strength they were in a position
to push forward technical reform, engage in capital con-
struction and develop sideline production. As the elemen-
tary co-ops developed, the proportion of income from
work increased and the proportion of dividends on land
declined. This helped change the peasants’ conception of
private ownership and greatly encouraged the labour
initiative of the peasants and their creativeness in produc-
tion. It was an appropriate form for guiding the peasants
to the more advanced, fully socialist agricultural producers’
co-operatives. Our Party discovered this transitional form
that was more readily acceptable to the peasants, and
spread it extensively, thereby ‘greatly accelerating the
progress of the co-operative movement. In the elementary
co-ops, however, there still existed contradictions between
unified management and collective labour on the one hand
and the private ownership of land and other means of pro-
duction on the other. At a certain point, this became
a fetter to further growth of the productive forces. So,
with the further enhancement of the peasants’ socialist
consciousness and growth of production, the semi-socialist
agricultural producers’ co-operatives inevitably grew into
fully socialist agricultural producers’ co-operatives on the
condition that an increase in the income of the overwhelm-
ing majority of the co-op members would be assured after
the abolition of private ownership in land and other
means of production.

In the fully socialist agricultural producers’ co-
operatives (i.e., the advanced co-ops) the main means of
production —land, draught animals and farm tools—
were no longer privately owned by individual members
but collectively owned by all the members. In these co-
ops, remuneration for land and other means of production
was abolished and the socialist system of distribution ac-
cording to work done was fully implemented. In this way,
the agricultural productive forces were completely freed
from the fetters of the peasants’ individual economy.
China’s individual peasant economy was thus transformed
into a socialist collective economy.

Co-operation Promotes Agricultural Production

Some comrades in our Party once held the view that
rapid realization of agricultural co-operation would in-
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evitably reduce agricultural production. So they advocated
slowing down the pace of co-operation. The fact that
agricultural production rose steadily while agricultural
co-operation was being organized and after it was com-
pleted, refuted this right-deviationist view. Experience
has proved that as long as the steps taken to bring about
agricultural co-operation rapidly were based on the needs
of the growth of the productive forces, and the principles
of voluntary participation and mutual benefit were firmly
upheld, this would not only not lower production but as-
suredly make it possible to increase agricultural produc-
tion. The fact that the process of agricultural co-
operation was divided into several steps as described above
and proceeded step by step was precisely a guarantee for
the steady increase in agricultural production. Our Party
has always held that the fundamental criteria of a well-
run agricultural producers’ co-operative were that the
peasant masses’ initiative in production should be brought
into full play. that both output and the income of co-
op members should be increased, and that the peasants
should regard the economic prosperity of the agricultural
producers’ co-operative as the main source of a constant
advance in their material and cultural wellbeing.

The three steps for agricultural co-operation differed
one from another and were al the same time linked up
one with another. The preceding step prepared the neces-
sary conditions for the following step and the latter was
the inevitable culmination of the development of the
former. Some comrades had once looked down upon the
mutual-aid teams and the semi-socialist co-ops and did not
regard them as necessary steps for the transition to fully
socialist co-ops. Our Party criticized this view. At the
same time, our Party also criticized the view that the
mutual-aid teams were enough and that there was no need
to advance to the co-ops or that the semi-socialist co-ops
were enough and that there was no need to move forward
to the fully socialist co-ops.

Every step in agricultural co-operation had to go
through a certain process of development and consolida-
tion and it was necessary not only to sum up experience,
give the organizations a check over and consolidate them
in between each step, but also to proceed by different stages
and group by group in the process of taking each step.
Comrade Mao Tse-tung said: “Whenever a number of
co-operatives have been established in a province or
county, there must be a time when we can stop for a
check over before we go on to set up some more. The
idea of never allowing any pause, any rest, is all wrong.”™*

Voluntary Participation and Mutual Benefit

Our Party got the peasants organized by stages and
group by group at every step in the process of co-operation
in accordance with the different attitudes of the various
strata of the peasantry towards co-operation and the level
of awakening of the great majority of the peasants.

Far instance, when organizing the semi-socialist
agricultural producers’ co-operatives, the activists among
the poor peasants and new and old lower middle peasants
were organized first. Those aniong these sections of
peasants who were not yet enthusiastic about joining were
not dragged into the co-ops against their will. They were

*ibid., p. 29.
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admitted into the co-ops only when their level of con-
sciousness had been heightencd and they had become
interested in the co-ops.

As for the new and old upper middle peasants, only
those who were socialist minded and were genuinely
willing to join were accepted during the initial period of
organizing the co-ops; the rest were not accepted, still less
were they dragged into the co-ops against their will. On
the one hand, greater efforts were made to educate them;
on the other hand, the advantages of the co-ops were used
to influence them. They were allowed to look on for some
time and were only admitted into the co-ops after they
were more fully awakened.

The method of getting the peasants organized by
stages and by groups was in conformity with the voluntary
principle and advantageous to the establishment of pre-
dominance in leadership of the poor and lower middle
peasants and, to winning over and uniting with the middle
peasants. This was advantageous to the growth and
consolidation of the co-ops in their initial period.

The landlords and rich peasants were allowed to join
the co-ops by stages and groups only when the co-ops
had become consolidated and these people had long given
up exploitation, engaged in labour and observed govern-
ment law and order. Their reform was continued in
collective labour.

At every step of co-operation, it is necessary to up-
hold firmly not only the principle of voluntary participa-
tion but also that of mutual benefit. Only on the basis
of mutual benefit is it possible to realize voluntary
participation. By mutual benefit we mean chiefly mutual
benefit between poor and middle peasants. There is not
the slightest doubt that the interests of the poor and lower
middle peasants must be firmly safeguarded at every step
in the advance of co-operation: at the same time, the poor
peasants should be made to understand that they must
not encroach upon the interests of the middle peasants,
and not benefit at the expense of the middle peasants.
It is also absolutely necessary to give due consideration to
the reasonable interests of the well-to-do middle peasants
on condition that the fundamental interests of the poor
and lower middle peasants do not suffer. For instance,
the co-ops adopted the policy of paying in annual instal-
ments for the large farm tools and draught animals pooled
by the well-to-do middle peasants. By so doing, the well-
to-do middle peasants felt that they were not losing
anything. This was advantageous to developing the co-ops’
production and therefore also to the interests of the poor
and lower middle peasants.

Unity with the Middle Peasants, While the Poor
Peasants Have the Decisive Voice

The “Decisions on Agricultural Co-operation” adopted
at the Sixth Plenary Session of the Seventh Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Communist Party emphatically
explain the question of unity between poor and middle
peasants. They say: *“The middle peasants are the per-
manent allies of the working class and the poor peasants.
Good relations should be maintained with them both inside
and outside the co-operatives. Their interests should
never be infringed upon nor should their property be
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taken from them. The backward ideas of the middle
peasants, particularly the tendency towards capitalism of
the well-to-do middle peasants, should be properly coun-
tered by convincing arguments, not dealt with by arbi-
trary administrative methods. The purpose of criticism
must be to achieve unily. It must never be used as a
pretext for attacking the middle peasants.”

Our Party firmly implemented the policy of uniting
with the middle peasants and held that it was only by
relying on the poor peasants, establishing the pre-
dominance of the poor peasants, by the work done by the
poor peasants among the middle peasants, that the middle
peasants could be united with, and the revolution extended
steadily day by day until final victory. This line applied
at the time of the land reform and the struggle against the
landlords; it applied also at the time of the gradual so-
cialist transformation of agriculture and the struggle
against the rich peasants and other capitalist forces.

Leadership in the co-ops must be in the hands of the
poor peasants. This is a question of fundamental principle
on which the success or failure of agricultural co-opera-
tion depends. In the co-operative movement, our Party
specially stressed that the main leading cadres of the co-
ops must be poor peasants (including those new lower
middle peasants who were formerly poor peasants); that
the management committee of the co-op must absorb old
lower middle peasants and some of those representative new
and old upper middle peasants who had a relatively high
level of consciousness. These people constituted about
one-third, and the poor peasants, about two-thirds, of the
committee members. Comrade Mao Tse-tung said: “The
co-op management committees must see to it that the
present poor peasants and the new lower middle peasants
have the decisive voice in their councils, with the old
lower middle peasants and the well-to-do middle peasants
— whether old or new —serving as a subsidiary force.
Only thus can unity between the poor and middle peasants
be attained in accordance with Party policy; only thus
can the co-ops be strengthened, production increased, and
the socialist transformation of the entire countryside be
correctly accomplished. Otherwise, there can be no unity
between the middle and poor peasants, the co-operatives
cannot be strengthened, production cannot increase, and
the socialist transformation of the entire countryside
cannot be achieved.”*

The policies, steps and measures adopted by our Party
are based on the fundamental principles of Marxism-
Leninism: they conform to China’s specific conditions, and
are permeated by a general spirit — the unity of the class
line and the mass line. Our Party takes into full account
the keenness for agricultural co-operation shown by the
overwhelming majority of the peasants; it is also fully
aware of how hard it is to transform the peasants’ private
economy into a socialist collective economy. Our Party
has always made the interests and demands of the peas-
ants its starting point and at the same time paid atten-
tion to enhancing their awakening constantly and, by
relying on the peasants’ own action and strength, carrying
*Editor’s note on “How Control of the Wutang Co-
operative Shiited from the Middle to the Poor Peasants,”
Socialist Upsurge in China’s Countryside, Eng. Ed., Foreign
Languages Press, Peking, 1957, p. 235.




the great cause of agricultural co-operation step by step
to completion.

New Stage in Worker-Peasant Alliance

Under the correct leadership of the Party and ener-
getically assisted by the state power of the proletariat,
the socialist co-operative movement of more than 500 mil-
lion peasants swiftly developed and was victorious, thereby
bringing into play the boundless power of the worker-
peasant alliance led by the working class. Facts have
conclusively proved that after the worker-peasant alliance
has gone through the stage of basing itself on the anti-
feudal democratic revolution, it must develop further to
a new stage and base itself on socialist industrialization
and agricultural co-operation. Only by so doing can it be
continually consolidated and strengthened.

The leadership of the Party and state assistance played
a decisive role in the cause of the socialist transformation
of agriculture. Co-operation is in the interests of the
peasant masses and has to be carried out by relying on
the awakening of the peasant masses themselves. But it
cannot be brought about without the leadership of the
proletarian Party and state assistance. Lenin said: “Every
social system arises with the financial assistance of a defi-
nite class. There is no need to mention the hundreds
and hundreds of millions of rubles which the birth of ‘free’
capilalism cost. Now we must realise, and apply in our
practical work, the fact that the social system which we
must now assist more than usual is the co-operative
system.” *

After the land reform, the state led by the working
class linked the small commodity economy of the indivi-
dual peasants with the state economy by developing state
and co-operative commerce. The state organized credit
co-operatives in the countryside and granted loans to the
peasants, mainly the poor peasants, who lacked draught
animals, farm tools and other means of production and
instituted the unified purchase and supply of grain and other
major agricultural products. All these steps helped the
poor and lower middle peasants and made it impossible
for the rich peasants, usurers and speculative merchants
to do as they liked. Adoption of these steps restricted
to a certain extent polarization in the countryside and
promoted the mutual-aid and co-operative movement. The
state gave large amounts of financial aid to the mutual-
aid teams and co-operatives. After the founding of the
People’s Republic, in the seven years between 1950 and
1956, the state spent more than 1,280 million yuan for the
popularization of good strains of seeds, new-type farm
tools, improving agricultural production techniques, pre-
vention and cure of plant diseases and pest control in
addition to its financial outlays on water conservancy, aid
to -areas struck by natural calamitics and other relief
designed to help the peasants develop production. In the
same period, the state also made low-interest loans to the
peasants amounting to over 8,000 million yuan. These
expenditures and loans were mainly to support the mutual-
aid teams and co-operatives. Upon joining the CcO-0ps many
poor peasants paid in their shares with the help of state
loans. The rapid development of the agricultual co-opera-

* V.I. Lenin, “On Co-operation,” Selected Works in 12 vols.,
Lawrence and Wishart, London, 1938, Vol. IX, p. 404,
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tive movement would have been impossible without
energetic aid from the state, preferential treatment and
assistance from the supply and marketing and credit co-
ops and the co-operation of the agro-technical stations
and other institutions.

In the agricultural co-operalive movement, the Party
formulated and put into effect a series of correct policies;
it continuously strengthened the politico-ideological educa-
tion of the peasants, sent large numbers of cadres out to
the countryside to lead and help the agricultural co-
operative movement, and trained up large numbers of
cadres from among the peasants in the movement. Poli-
tico-ideological work was ol extremely great significance
in the co-operative movement. Political work must be
censtantly strengthened not only while establishing the co-
operatives but also after a socialist collective economy
has been established. The tendency towards capitalism
was very marked among a section of the well-to-do
peasants. Even when inside the co-ops they still tried to
influence by capitalist policies the direction in which the
co-ops developed. For this reason, struggles between the
two roads still had to be waged repeatedly over a [airly
long period of time. Once political work inside the co-ops
was relaxed, the tendency towards capitalism ran rampant.
Comrade Mao Tse-tung said: “Opposition to selfish,
capitalistic spontaneous tendencies, and promotion of the
essence of socialism — that is, making the principle of
linking the collective interests with the interests of the
individual the standard by which all words and deeds
are judged — these then are the ideological and political
guarantees that the scattered, small-peasant economy will
gradually be transformed into a large-scale co-operative
economy.”* Precisely because of this. the co-operative
movement would lose its direction if it departed from
Party leadership. Our Party went deep among the peasant
masses and did politico-ideclogical work concretely and
painstakingly in accordance with the peasants’ living ex-
perience. This work was done in conjunction with
cconomic work and this guaranteed the healthy develop-
ment of the co-operative movement.

Correct Handling of Relationship Between
Ownership by the Whole People
and Collective Ownership

After the completion of agricultural co-operation, it
became highly necessary to handle correctly the relation-
ship between ownership by the whole people and collec-
tive ownership in order to develop and consolidate the
worker-peasant alliance continually. This relationship is
essentially a question of relationship between the workers
and peasants.

The economy based on collective ownership is closely
connected with the economy based on ownership by the
whole people. All its important economic activities and
its consolidation and development are inseparable from
the leadership and assistance of the state and the economy
based on ownership by the whole people. In enterprises
owned by the whole people, the means of production and
products are the property of the whole people whereas
in agricultural producers’ co-operatives based on collective

* Editor’'s note on “A Serious Lesson.” Socialist Upsurge
in China’s Countryside, p. 302.
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Ownership, the means of production and products belong
to the peasants’ collective. The state can directly dispose
of only the products of enterprises owned by the whole
people.  As for the products of the agricultural producers’
co-operatives, only the co-ops can dispose of them as their
property. Apart from performing such duties as paying
taxes to the state, the co-ops transfer their products to
the state only through commodity exchange. This rela-
tionship of commodity exchange is acceptable to the
peasants and in the interests of both the peasants and the
state as a whole. Our Party and the state have fixed
reasonable prices for industrial and agricultural products
and formulated other policies relating to the development
of commoditly production so as to link up closely through
commodity exchange the economy based on ownership by
the whole people and the agricultural economy based on
collective ownership, and thereby promote the develop-
ment of industrial and agricultural production.

In a socialist sociely where ownership by the whole
people and collective ownership exist side by side, firm
upholding of the principle of exchange of equal values
constitutes an important aspect of the correct handling
of the relationship between the state and the collective,
between one collective and another, and between the col-
lective and the individual and of the relations between
workers and peasants and among the entire labouring
pecple. Our Party has always held that the fruits of the
peasants’ labour should not be expropriated. This is true
of the peasants’ collective property after the completion
of co-operation as well as of the private property of the
peasants when bringing about agricultural co-operation.
Faithful implementation of the principles of exchange of
equal values and distribution according to work is
necessary in bringing the peasants’ productive initiative
into full play, for the consolidation of the worker-peasant
alliance and for the development of the collective economy
and the national economy as a whole.

The socialist economy comprises also the economy
based on collective ownership and it develops in a planned,
preportionate way. The state leads the agricultural economy
based on collective ownership in a planned way mainly
by doing all kinds of political work and setting the planned
targets for major agricultural products. This leadership
is also realized by means of unified purchase of farm
produce, quota purchases and forward purchases by con-
tract. The system of contracts extensively used between
the state and the co-ops also assures that commodity ex-
change will be carried out in a planned way. This gives
leeway for the agricultural economy based on collective
ownership to develop production flexibly in the light of
local conditions; at the same time it assures that this
growth of production proceeds according to the state plan.

By applying the principles and methods described
above, our Party correctly handled the relationship be-
tween these two types of ownership. At the same time,
the Party has constantly educated the peasants to respect
public property and correctly understand the relationship
between personal interests, collective interests, and those
of the state. In this way, appropriate arrangements have
been made for the interests of the workers and peasants,
for the interests of the individuals and collectives, and for
the interests of the collectives and state, so that both the
cconomy based on ownership by the whole people and
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that based on collective ownership can develop rapidly
and continuously and the worker-peasant alliance be
further consolidalted.

Today, socialist industry and the entire economy based
on ownership by the whole people arc energetically sup-
porting agriculture in order to bring about agricultural
mechanization step by step and meet the demand advanced
by the Central Commitice of the Party and Comrade Mao
Tse-tung to effect a “minor solution in four years, an in-
termediate solution in seven years and a major solution
in ten years.” By gradually bringing about farm me-
chanization, raising labour productivily in agriculture and
greatly developing agricultural production, agriculture will
be enabled to supply industry with sufficient grains, raw
materials and an extensive market, promote the further
growth of industry and the national economy as a whole,
thereby steadily improving the livelihood of people both in
the cities and in the countryside. This shows that China’s
worker-peasant alliance has begun to advance to a new
stage, a stage based on farm mechanization.

The Rural People’s Communes

The system of collective ownership is also constantly
advancing. With the growth of agricultural production
and the heightening of the peasants’ level of conscious-
ness, the organizational lorm of the agricultural produ-
cers’ co-operatives could no longer meet fully the needs
of the growth of the productive forces. Illuminated by
the Party’s general line for building socialism, another
great social change took place in the countryside in 1958 —
the setting up of people’s communes throughout the vast
countryside inhabited by more than 500 million people.

China’s people’s communes were founded on the basis
of the advanced agricultural producers’ co-operatives.
For a fairly long period of time they will remain on the
basis of socialist collective ownership. The fundamental
system of the people’s communes at the present stage is
a three-level system of ownership with the ownership of
the production brigade as the basic one. So far as the system
of distribution is concerned, the people’s communes still ob-
serve the principles of “to each according to his work” and
more income for those who work more. At the same time a
partial supply system has been institluted enabling the
peasant masses to enjoy a reliable social insurance. The
people’s communes are of a much larger size than the
former advanced co-ops. Government administration and
commune management are combined in one and industry,
agriculture, trade, education and military affairs as well as
farming, forestry, animal husbandry, sideline production
and fishery are integrated. In the practice of the past three
yvears the people’s communes have increasingly demon-
strated their great advantages; they have powerfully pro-
moted and are continuing to promote the development of
agricultural production and of the rural economy as a
whole. The rural people's communes will bring about farm
mechanization step by step. In a fairly long period of time,
the present three-level system of ownership will develop
further, in accordance with actual need, into a collective
cconomy based on ownership by the commune, and later,
into socialist ownership by the whole people. The un-
bounded vitality of the communes fills us with confidence;
we see before us the brilliant prospects of a socialist
countryside.
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Higher Education

Tsinghua University—Fifty Years Old

by LIANG NIEN

TSINGHUA, one of China's leading universities, cele-

brated its fiftieth anniversary at the end of April this
year. It looked lovelier than ever on that occasion in
festive garb, its trees and lawns fresh with the green of
early summer. Colourful banners decorated its main roads
from the southern and western gates to its centre where
flowers in full bloom lined the broad pavements; balloons
carrying huge streamers floated over the meadow in front
of the auditorium. They gave a warm welcome to thousands
of guests and alumni who joined the nearly 20,000 students,
faculty members and workers on the campus to mark the
anniversary,

Tsinghua had much to celebrate. After fifty years,
it has now become one of China’s leading polytechnic in-
stitutes, graduating more than a thousand students of
engineering and technology every year for the nation’s
growing socialist construction. Anniversary speakers paid
tribute to its work today and also to the revolutionary
tradition of its students and faculty in pre-liberation days.
In the old days, they could always be found in the fore-
front in the struggle against the foreign imperialists and
domestic reactionaries. Since liberation, they have done
a thorough job under the leadership of the Communist
Party in transforming Tsinghua from a bourgeois institute
of the old semi-colonial, semi-feudal China into a modern
socialist university.

Today and Yesterday

In the 12 years since it became a university of the
people, Tsinghua has been striding forward in seven league
boots. Those who only knew
the old Tsinghua will find it
hardly recognizable today. They
can still find the old low, H-
shaped buildings built in tradi-
tional Chinese style by the
lotus pond. The gymnasium
and the dormitories near the
football field, the library, the
science building, and the audi-
torium with its round dome —
the more solid of the old build-
ings are still there. But even
these have taken on a new look
in the new surroundings. The
rest has changed almost beyond
recognition. South of the old
science building are two new
buildings. To the left of the
auditorium, a large, new hy-
draulic engineering building has
been built. The old xinzhai has
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been turned into a dormitory for the growing number of
girl students: to its north and east., nearly a score of
other new dormitories have been built.

Tsinghua has grown so fasl since liberation that it
has burst through its old surrounding stone wall — which
has practically disappeared today — and developed towards
the east. A whole stretch of the Peking-Changchiakou
Railway has been re-routed further eastward to make room
for new university buildings, A wide paved road running
beside the stream from the old gate leads to the new
quarter of the campus where tall new buildings, class-
rooms, workshops, laboratories and offices have been
built. When the new projects are completed here, the
main centre of university activity will have shifted to this
new dongqu (eastern district), with a new main gate at
Wutaokou, where Tsinghua adjoins the Institute of
Mining, Institute ol Geology and Institute of Petroleum.
These and five other institutes now form a new centre of
higher learning in the capital's northwestern suburbs.

U.S. Cultural Encroachment

Tsinghua College was established [ifty years ago. It
was a product of U.S. cultural encroachment on China.
After the Yi Ho Tuan Movement, or the “Boxer” rising
as the West called it, was brutally suppressed in 1900 by
the invading armies of eight imperialist powers, the Ching
imperial government was forced to pay the invaders a
huge war indemnity. The United States later used a small
part of its share of this blood money to set up Tsinghua
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Tsinghua Students Making Pulse Oscillographs

as a preparalory secondary school for training students
before they were sent to the United States for further
education. Tsinghua, in other words, was planned by the
United States as a base for the cultural penetration of
China. Apologists for U.S. imperialism have, of course,
not failed to describe the establishment of Tsinghua as
a testimony to the “traditional friendship” of the United
States for China. Former U.S. Sccretary of State Dean
Acheson, for one, said unctuously that the building of
Tsinghua was one of the “many [U.S.] acts of good will
over a period of many years. . . .”

But others have been more outspoken. In 1907, Arthur
H. Smith, an American missionary, revealed the real pur-
pose of using the “Boxer” indemnity to build Tsinghua.
In China and America Today he wrote: “We are under as
much obligation to sce that this money [the indemnity]
is so used as to make similar outbreaks [such as the anti-
imperialist Yi Ho Tuan rising] in future more difficult. ...”
Edmund J. James, President of the University of Illinois,
also made no bones about what the United States’ real
aims were. “The nation,” he wrote, “which succeeds in
educating the young Chinese of the present generation will
be the nation which for a given expenditure of effort will
reap the largest possible returns in moral, intellectual,
and commercial influence . . . we should today be con-
trolling the development of China in that most satisfactory
and subtle of all ways,— through the intellectual and
spiritual domination of its leaders. . . .”

Through the establishment of Tsinghua, U.S. im-
perialism did succeed in training a few Chinese intellec-
tuals whom they could control and utilize for their own
purposes, but these were only a handful. Long before
liberation, the overwhelming majority of Tsinghua's
graduates, like millions of other intellectuals throughout
the country, broke loose from these spiritual shackles and
turned against the foreign enslavers of the Chinese people.

Tsinghua’s revolutionary tradition is writ in light. Its

students participated in the anti-imperialist patriotic move-
ment of May 4, 1919. In 1926, a Communist Party branch
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was established in the university and continued
from then on to lead the students in their struggle
against foreign and domestic reaction. After
Chiang Kai-shek betrayed the revolution in 1927,
Tsinghua became an important centre of the stu-
dents’ patriotic movement against Kuomintang re-
action. Its students took an active part in the
great students’ demonstrations on December 9,
1935 and later, protesting against Japanese aggres-
sion and the Kuomintang's policy of capitulation
and selling out the country. In the years that
followed, the great majority of its students joined
the ranks of the patriotic democratic movement.
Many of its well-known professors exposed and
opposed the schemes of the U.S. imperialists and
their puppets, the Kuomintang reactionaries, to
turn China into a U.S. colony. One of them was
Wen Yi-to, famed poet and scholar and a graduate
of Tsinghua in its early years, who angrily faced
the Kuomintang pistols and died rather than
submit. The U.S. imperialists’ scheme to use
Tsinghua as a base for cultural aggression against
China and “intellectual and spiritual domination of its
leaders” went awry.

Tremendous Achievements

With its liberation, Tsinghua’s students and faculty
rallied round the Chinese Communist Party. Twelve vears
of rapid and successful changes have followed. The ideol-
ogical remoulding movement carried out shortly after lib-
eration helped students and faculty to establish the view-
point of placing themselves in the service of the people,
to fully recognize the invidious role that its American
founders had mapped out for it, to prepare the ground for
educational reforms in the university. The reorganization
of its colleges and departments in 1952 turned Tsinghua
into a full-fledged polytechnic institute. The educational
reform that followed and the implementation of the Com-
munist Party’s policy on education transformed Tsinghua
into a genuine socialist university.

Tsinghua had only about 2,000 students in the peak
pre-liberation year. Now it has more than five times
as many. Girl students—a small minority in the old
days — now number more than 2,000, while the percentage
of students of worker or peasant origin has greatly in-
creased. The number of teachers has registered a 360 per
cent increase. In the 12 years since liberation, more than
9,800 students have graduated. This is two and a half
times as many as in all the 38 years from 1911, the year
Tsinghua was founded, to 1949.

The new Tsinghua has far oulstripped the old one
in technical equipment. The floor space of newly-built
classrooms, dormitories, workshops, laboratories, cte. is 2.4
times as much as the floor space of the old pre-liberation
buildings. In 1949 Tsinghua’s engineering college had only
six departments. Now it has 12 departments and 38
specializations. They offer many courses which meet the
needs of modern science and technology.

But the fundamental change is that Tsinghua has been
transformed from a bourgeois university into a socialist
polytechnic institute training engineers with a high level of
political consciousness for the building of socialism. Tsing-
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