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FAMILY

by PA CHIN

The first autobiographical novel by the famous Chinese writer, Pa Chin, Family
was written in 1931.

Family is the epitome of Chinese semi-feudal, semi-colonial society at the twen-
ties of the 20th century. In it the author relentlessly draws back the curtain on a dis-
integrating feudal household, exposing the hypocrisy and sins of the feudal customs.
Woven together are tragedies of love affairs and marriages, the struggles, groans and
death of the luckless, also the worries, uncertainty, awakening and rebellion of the
young people. Through the conflict of ideas between two generations, the author care-
fully delineates a young student who rebels against the old society, breaks away from
his old family and moves towards freedom and the revolution.

The book has a number of Chinese-style illustrations showing the family life and
social conditions prevailing at that time.

THE GODDESS

KUO MO-JO

The Goddess was the first collection of poems by the famous conlemporary poet
and scholar Kuo Mo-jo. First published in 1921, it exerted an optimum influence on
the new “May 4th” literary movement in China.

In this collection of poems, the author showed a strong spirit of resistance to the
oppression of imperialism and feudal forces and gave vent to his fervent passion for
freedom.

This collection of poems includes volcanic eruptions of sentiment, beautiful scenes
created in classical Chinese songs and poems and the virile breath of folk songs and lore.
It is characterized by its weird imagery, unrestricted passion, gorgeous colour and
lyricism,

The present selection contains two poetic dramas and 32 poems.
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ROUND THE WEEK

Busy Season

The busiest season of the year has
set in for the peasants all over the
land. In area after area people’s com-
mune members are going out in full
force to reap this year’s crop of winter
wheat. South of the Yangtse, har-
vesting is nearing completion. By last
week wheat and rapeseed crops on
half a million mu in the rural areas
around Shanghai had already been
brought in. The harvest tide is swiftly
moving up to the basin of the Yellow
River. Down south in Hupeh Province
the reaping of barley and rapeseed is
being completed and the harvesting of
wheat is already in full swing.

As the golden fields of wheat dis-
appear beneath the sickles, commune
members in many places have started
right away to plough up the stubbled
fields to set out the semi-late rice
seedlings, the seedlings of the second,
intermediate rice crop of the year. As
we go to press more than 70 per cent
of the semi-late rice transplanting has
been completed in Szechuan, a lead-
ing producer of this crop. Transplant-
ing of semi-late rice seedlings is also
going apace on the farms of Yunnan,
Kweichow and Hupeh Provinces. In
subtropical Hainan Island, where the
peasants reap three crops of rice a
year, farmers are working in an all-
out effort to carry out a plan calling
for the transplanting of semi-late rice
on 400,000 mu.

In Shantung and Honan, which have
been hit by a long spell of drought
and a severe windstorm, hailstorm and
an unexpected frost in April and May,
the peasants are working might and
main to make good the damage done
by unfriendly nature. Shantung peas-
ants are intercropping sorghum, maize
and peanuts in wheat fields. In
western Liaoning Province, which is
also plagued by a drought, commune
members are stepping up their work
on irrigation while sowing sorghum
and maize on an extensive scale.

Further north and in the northeast
tending the spring wheat fields is the
order of the day. As this crop of
wheat enters the tillering stage, com-

mune members are doing a thorough
job of weeding, top-dressing the fields
with fertilizers, watering their young
crops and spraying insecticides.

In the south, peasants in Kwang-
tung, Chekiang, Hupeh and Szechuan
are knee-deep in field management
work on farms growing early rice, for
as they say, a good crop depends “30
per cent on planting but 70 per cent
on field management.”

Efficient Dockers

A key link in water transport is the
man who gets the cargoes on and off
the ships. China’s dock workers in
sea and inland river ports are raising
their efficiency to a new high. Chung-
king on the Yangtse and many ports
along the Sungari in the northeast
have reported new records in loading
and unloading. Last week, word came
that Shanghai, biggest port in the
country, had overfulfilled its targets
for handling cargoes every month
since the beginning of the year. Every
docker there now handles an average
of 23 tons of cargo in an eight-hour
shift. This is four tons more than the
previous highest record.

Shanghai dock workers made this
possible by increasing mechanization,
improving repair and maintenance
work and streamlining management.

In old Shanghai, almost all cargoes
were manhandled by ‘“coolies,” as the
dockers were then called. It was one
of the notorious sights of old Shang-
hai under imperialist and reactionary
Kuomintang rule to see these men
groaning under the huge weights which
they carried on their sweating backs
up and down the gangways of ships
berthed along the Bund. And this
was only part of the picture; on top
of all the dockers suffered from the
exactions of a corrupt govern-
ment, ruthless employers, they were
“squeezed” by dockland gangsters.
Along with the other fundamental
changes that have taken place in
Shanghai since liberation, dockwork
has been utterly transformed. Gone
are the exploiters and deplorable
working conditions. Mechanization is
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Summer Harvesling

gradually replacing manual labour.
The dockers introduced 8,000 technical
innovations last year alone. Heavy
manual labour has been eliminated for
good. Work at the Shanghai docks is
now 75 per cent mechanized or semi-
mechanized.

Early this year the Shanghai Har-
bour Administration sent work teams
to work with the dockers to devise
ways and means of raising efficiency
in loading and unloading still higher.
Where mechanization was still lacking
technical innovation campaigns were
launched. Among other things the
workers widened dock space, roads
and freightyards for easier, more
efficient movement. Short distance
railways were built and warehouses
expanded or rebuilt so that machines
carry cargoes straight into or out of
the warehouses.

The dockers put great stress on
maintenance work as a booster of
efficiency. Machines are kept in good
working order at all times. Since the
start of the year the dockers have
checked up and overhauled more than
3,000 mechanical devices and imple-
ments. A rough estimate in March
showed that cranes, shovels and other
major equipment handled about 13
per cent more goods per hour com-
pared with January.

Continuous streamlining of manage-
ment has also been an important factor
in raising efficiency. This year the
harbour administration reorganized
the whole docker force to permit the
greater specialization needed due to
greater use of machines, as well as
greater mobility in deploying labour
under central direction.

Takla Makan Desert Blooms

An expedition organized by the
Chinese Academy of Sciences has just
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completed a general survey in the
southern part of the Takla Makan,
one of the world's biggest deserts, that
makes up most of the central area of
the southern part of the Sinkiang
Uighur Autonomous Region. The 26-
member expedition, which is studying
how to turn this great desert area to
the service of man, made a special
preliminary study of the topography,
forestry and water and soil resources
as well as sand and wind conditions
of the newly reclaimed areas along
the banks of the upper reaches of the
Khotan River, which flows into the
desert from the south.

Braving sandstorms and scorching
desert temperatures, they surveyed the
basins of the Kara Kash and the
Yurung Kash, two tributaries of the
Khotan. Both rivers have their source
in the snow-capped Kunlun Moun-
tains and join the Khotan at a point
about 150 kilometres after entering the
desert proper.

The Yurung Kash flows through the
fertile Khotan oasis before hitting the
desert where rolling sand dunes line
its banks. The river basin is in places
quite extensive. Fertile land rises
from its banks in terraces in some
parts and there are considerable ex-
panses of wasteland dotted with
marshes, grasslands and poplar forest
belts. But for centuries past this has
been a desolate area, inhabited only
by wild life.

Last year, however, the people of

the Khotan oasis reclaimed over
200,000 mu of farmland in these
wastelands along the river. They

planted wheat, maize, cotton and oil-
bearing crops on a large scale and
have brought into being a new oasis
with criss-crossing irrigation canals
and luxuriant fields. The expedition
is studying ways and means to protect

this newly reclaimed area from the
menace or windstorms, sandstorms and
drought and alkalization.

Sandstorm and windstorm special-
ists of the expedition visited the Pishan
area on the edge of the desert to make
observations on the formation and the
shifting of sand dunes and their threat
to the reclaimed area.

Others, including forestry experts,
have set up observation stations at a
place 100 kilometres inside the edge
of the desert to study afforestation
problems and the proper felling of the
poplar forests in this area. Local
Uighurs have learnt to make the
necessary scientific observations too
and are giving valuable help to the
scientists.

The expedition is now studying the
results of its first findings. After-
wards it will go back to the desert
to further size-up the Takla Makan.

Buddha’s Birthday

On May 30 over 10,000 Tibetans in
Lhasa flocked to the Dragon Lake
behind the Potala Palace to celebrate
the festival of the birth and Nirvana
of the Buddha, which fell on the fif-
teenth day of the fourth moon of the
Tibetan calendar.

Religious services were held in all
the monasteries in the city where lamas
offered prayers to the Buddha with
the lighting of lanterns and the burn-
ing of incense.

Shortly after dawn, people dressed
in their holiday best began visiting the
picturesque park around Lhasa’s Dra-
gon Lake, bringing with them specially
prepared food and wine to picnic in
the open. Local Party and government
leaders joined the people in their
festivities.

Earlier, religious services for the
Buddha's birthday were held in tem-
ples and monasteries elsewhere in
China. In Peking, the Venerable Shirob
Jaltso, President of the Chinese Bud-
dhist Association officiated at the ser-
vice held in the historic Kwangchiszu
Temple.

In Shanghai, thousands of people
visited the traditional big fair held on
the occasion of the Buddha’s birthday.
The five-day fair was held in the
vicinity of the Chingan Temple, an old
monastery built in the 13th century.
This traditional fair has been held an-
nually for more than 80 years.
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Enlarged Geneva Conference

Foreign Minister Chen Yi
Condemns U.S. Obstruction

In his statement made at the enlarged Geneva Conference on June 1, Foreign
Minister Chen Yi, Head of the Chinese Government Delegation, condemned

the United States for its armed intervention in Laos and its use of this as a

pretext to obstruct the conference.

He reiterated that the Soviet proposals

should be taken as the basis of discussion at the conference and declared

that if all showed sincerity the way to unanimous agreement could be found.

Following is the full text of his speech. — Ed.

Comrade Chairman,

The Chinese Delegation is surprised at the fact that,
when our conference is proceeding to substantive discus-
sions, some delegates should have at yesterday’s session
evaded matters of substance and talked at length about
the so-called question of cease-fire in Laos. As everyone
knows, a de facto cease-fire has already been realized
in Laos. Although some troubles have occurred, no
fundamental change has taken place in the situation of
the cease-fire in Laos. This is reflected in the reports of
the International Commission to the Co-Chairmen dated
May 20 and 27. But the U.S. delegate has deliberately
distorted the reports of the International Commission and
insisted upon raising this question at our conference to
create complications. People cannot help asking what
the purpose of the United States is in so doing.

It is understandable that troubles of one kind or
another should occur at the front as no explicit cease-fire
agreement has yet been reached among the parties con-
cerned in Laos. But the local conflicts which have re-
cently occurred in Laos are quite strange. The Royal
Government of Laos and the Neo Lao Haksat are the vic-
tors in the Laotian war, and yet the areas in which these
local conflicts occur are in the rear of the regions under
the control of the Royal Government of Laos and the Neo
Lao Haksat and not in the rear of those under the control
of the rebel Phoumi-Boun Oum clique. Since these areas
have all along been under the control of the Royal Gov-
ernment of Laos and the Neo Lao Haksat, how comes
that problems should have cropped up following the cease-
fire? In their statements yesterday, Mr. Quinim Pholsena
and Mr. Phoumi Vongvichit have presented a great deal
of well-established facts, proving that these conflicts were
entirely provoked by the United States and the Phoumi-
Boun Oum clique. The Americans, taking advantage of
the fact that the forces of the Royal Government of Laos
and the Neo Lao Haksat stopped their military operations,
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have air-dropped rebel troops and munitions direct to
these localities to help the rebel troops grab territories.
This is the root cause of conflict. The U.S. delegate spent
much time in his statement yesterday in talking about the
military conflict at Padong, but the conflict at Padong is
exactly a vivid proof that the United States is the creator
of these conflicts. Padong is not far from Xieng Khouang,
it has all along been under the control of the Royal Gov-
ernment of Laos, and no problem ever cropped up there.
It was only after the cease-fire that the United States
airlifted large numbers of rebel troops and large amounts
of munitions from Pak San, Vientiane and elsewhere to
the Padong area to carry out activities. U.S. military
personnel have also been introduced into this area to direct
ithe operations of the rebel troops. Under these circum-
stances, it is fully proper that the forces of the Royal
Government of Laos and the Neo Lao Haksat should
undertake self-defence under compulsion. However long
may be the list of artillery rounds cited by the U.S. dele-
gate, it will not be able to cover up the fact that the con-
flict at Padong is imposed on the Royal Government of
Laos and the Neo Lao Haksat entirely by the United
States. How can this be disowned when U.S. military
personnel directing the operations of the rebel troops have
been captured in this area? This is a question of undis-
guised intervention by the United States, and not a so-
called question of investigation. The United States, while
unscrupulously airlifting rebel troops and munitions to
areas under the control of the Royal Government of Laos
and the Neo Lao Haksat, has been clamouring for in-
vestigations in these areas and asserting that these areas
are under the control of the rebel clique. Its aim is none
other than to legalize American action and to turn these
areas into disputed areas by making use of investigation
by the International Commission. I invite you all to give
this your thought: if the United States should be allowed
to carry on such airlifting continuously, and if the Inter-
national Commission should be compelled to conduct in«
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vestigations continuously on the heels of U.S. aircraft,
would not all the areas under the control of the Royal
Government of Laos and the Neo Lao Haksat be turned
into disputed areas? Would this be tolerable? If only
one gives this a thought cool-headedly, he will understand
that of course it cannot be tolerated by the Laotian people.

THEN, does it mean that supervision and control of the

cease-fire by the International Commission in Laos is
no longer necessary? No, supervision and control of the
cease-fire by the International Commission in Laos is of
course necessary, because it will help stabilize the cease-
fire in Laos. However, only when agreement has been
reached among the three sides in Laos through negotia-
tions will a basis be provided for supervision and control
by the International Commission. Otherwise, as is stated
by the International Commission in its May 20 report,
no conclusive results could be obtained even if investiga-
tions should be made. In this same report, the Inter-
national Commission rightly pointed out that “the com-
mission have examined these problems and consider that
the present situation cannot be put right unless in parallel
with the political negotiations the sides agree to establish
a machinery to deal with questions connected with the
proper maintenance of the cease-fire. Such an agreed
procedure would enable the commission to exercise their
supervision and control.” Now, the representatives of the
three sides in Laos already agreed in their negotiations at
Ban Na Mon on May 26 that, simultaneously with dis-
cussions of the question of forming a coalition government
in Laos, a military group composed of the representatives
of the three sides would be set up to study and discuss
matters connected with the cease-fire. In its May 27
report, the International Commission welcomed this
development and expressed the hope that the negotia-
tions at Ban Na Mon might proceed smoothly and that
many of the problems facing the parties will be resolved.
As stated by the International Commission in this report,
smooth progress in these negotiations will help determine
possible steps that the commission could undertake within
its present terms of reference and with the co-operation
of the parties; contrary to what the U.S. delegate has
misrepresented, the International Commission has not
been pessimistic about the prospects of its function-
ing. Theterms of reference of the International Com-
mission agreed upon in the May 5 directive of the
Co-Chairmen are based on respect for the sovereignty of
Laos, are clear and definite and meet the present require-
ments. They should not and need not be changed. We
support the position of the Soviet Union on this question
and hope that agreement would be reached by the Co-
Chairmen.

In order to stabilize the cease-fire in Laos and seek
a peacclful settlement of the Laotian question, what is
more important is to stop armed U.S. intervention in Laos.
This is precisely the question of substance our conference
is to discuss now. In his statement yesterday, the U.S.
delegate repeatedly stressed that an effective cease-fire
was the pre-condition of this conference. We have to point
out that such an agreement or understanding does not
exist at all. The Chinese Delegation holds that our con-
ference must not accept this viewpoint of the United States,
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otherwise our conference will be bogged down on the so-
called question of the cease-fire in Laos raised by the U.S.
delegate, and will not be able to make any progress. It
will be recalled that our conference was prevented from
opening as scheduled on May 12 by the United States using
the pretext that cease-fire had not yet been realized in
Laos. After our conference was finally convened, the
United States repeatedly raised at the conference the ques-
tion of the cease-fire in Laos in disregard of the report
of the International Commission verifying the cease-fire.
Now, everybody can see clearly that the United States,
while supporting the Phoumi-Boun Oum clique to harass
incessantly the areas under the control of the Royal Gov-
ernment of Laos and the Neo Lao Haksat, is using this as
a pretext to obstruct our conference from entering into
substantive discussion of the question of ensuring the in-
dependence and neutrality of Laos. This is totally
unjustifiable.

UR conference has already made some progress and is
proceeding to substantive discussions. But the United
States has not yet given up obstructing the conference.
This cannot but make people doubt the sincerity of the
United States for a peaceful settlement of the Laotian
question. I would like to point out frankly, should some
people think that a prolonged standstill of our conference
would be to their advantage, they will get the opposite
result. The longer our conference drags out, the more
the situation in Laos will be complicated. This will def-
initely bring no good to those who wish to benefit from
dragging out the conference. We disapprove of such a
course of action. Like many other delegations, the Chi-
nese Delegation hopes that this conference will yield posi-
tive results. We consider that the more progress our con-
ference makes, the more it will help stabilize the cease-
fire in Laos. All of us should direct our efforts towards
this end. We hope that the United States will stop inter-
fering in Laos and obstructing our conference, and that
it will join the other participating nations in a serious
discussion of concrete proposals for the peaceful settle-
ment of the Laotian question.

On the question of ensuring the independence and
neutrality of Laos, the Soviet Union has already put for-
ward concrete proposals. Yesterday, in his statement, the
delegate of the Soviet Union further explained these pro-
posals. In my statement of May 24, I already expressed
the full support of the Chinese Delegation for the Soviet
proposals. I wish to point out once again that the Soviet
proposals have taken into account the interests of all the
parties concerned and that they should be taken as the
basis of discussion at the conference. France has ad-
vanced its proposals. And we would welcome the United
States of America to table its own proposals too. The
Chinese Delegation has set forth five principles for the
peaceful settlement of the Laotian question, and in due
time we shall further express our views about the various
proposals. There is no harm that different views are
expressed at our conference. Provided that all of us have
sincerity for a peaceful settlement of the Laotian question,
we shall eventually be able to find the way to unanimous
agreement through full consultations.

Comrade Chairman, thank you.
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The Enlarged Geneva Conference

On the Road of Peaceful Negotiations

by OUR CORRESPONDENT

HIS week, both the enlarged Geneva Conference for
the peacelul settlement of the Laotian question and
the Laotian tripartite talks held at Na Mon entered their
fourth week. Some progress was made during the past
three weeks, but many difficulties were encountered.
The United States was the main source of these difficul-
ties and there were many sharp struggles with it and
its followers.

Record of the Conference

The conference began with a general debate spread
over nine sessions up to May 24. Heads of all delegations
made their first-round speeches. China’'s Foreign
Minister made a second speech, then the first stage of
the conference came to an end. In plenary session the
conference decided to recess to give its participants time
to study proposals made at the conference or prepare
their own new proposals. Sessions were scheduled to
resume on May 29 at the latest, but due to U.S. obstruc-
tions, they failed to do so. The next, 10th session was
only held on May 31. After a session on June 1 there
was another three-day recess. The conference entered
its fourth week when it reconvened on June 5.

During the first stage of the conference, all the
delegations gave their views and opinions on the peaceful
settlement of the Laotian question. The Soviet and French
Delegations also put forward their specific proposals. The
Soviet Delegation tabled the drafts of two documents:
a “Declaration on the Neutrality of Laos” and an “Agree-
ment on Withdrawal from the Territory of Laos of For-
eign Troops and Military Personnel and on the Powers
of the International Commission.” The French plan also
includes the drafts of two declarations on the neutrality
of Laos, one of these to be adopted and made public by
the Laotian Government and the other to be signed by
the governments taking part in the conference. The
Soviet plan is more complete and can serve as the basis
for discussions at the conference. The French plan, as
justly pointed out in the speeches made by the heads
of the Delegations of the Royal Laotian Government and
the Neo Lao Haksat, though containing some fine points,
does not, taken as a whole, quite reflect the policy of
the legal Laotian Government and the aspirations of the
Laotian people, and is, therefore, far from complete. As
for the United States, although it has made the most
noise and the most complaints both in and outside the
conference, it has so far failed to table a plan.

The conference shows that most countries share cer-
tain views on the principles for settling the Laotian ques-
tion. These are: (1) The Laotian question must be
settled in a peaceful way through negotiations. (2) It
must be settled on the basis of the 1954 Geneva agree-
ments. (3) The neutrality of Laos must be guaranteed.
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(4) When providing international guarantees for the in-
dependence and neutrality of Laos and carrying out
necessary international supervision and control, a dis-
tinction must be made between the internal and inter-
national aspects of the Laotian question so that the sov-
ereignty of Laos will not be encroached upon and its
internal affairs will be free from interference. (5) An
agreement must be reached by all participating countries
and they must all abide by it. When delegates dealt
with this last point, they obviously had in mind the his-
torical fact that the United States refused to sign the
Geneva agreements in 1954 and subsequently disrupted
them.

Given the above-mentioned areas of agreement and
the five principles for settling the Laotian question put
forward by the Chinese Foreign Minister Chen Yi at the
conference on May 24, it was reasonable to expect that
when the conference resumed its sessions at the next
stage, it would discuss substantive questions and through
consultation reach an agreement on a concrete plan.

Things, however, did not turn out that way. When
it was reconvened on May 31 after two days’ delay, the
conference did not get down to discussions of matters
of substance. This was because the U.S. delegate
Harriman raised the so-called question of an “effective
cease-fire” to obstruct the conference. Although some
delegations at the May 31 and June 1 meetings carried
the discussion further on the substantive questions of
guaranteeing the neutrality and independence of Laos,
the attention of the conference was diverted. This ob-
structive tactic of the United States to sabotage the con-
ference was severely condemned. At the June 5 session,
both the Soviet and Polish delegates repeated the demand
that the U.S. Delegation stop sidetracking and dragging
out the conference and concentrate on discussions of
matters of substance.

U.S. moves to obstruct and sabotage the Geneva Con-
ference began even before it was convened. There have
been three rounds in the struggle against these moves.
Round one was when the United States attempted to
block the convocation of the enlarged Geneva Confer-
ence. This ended with the actual convening of the con-
ference and the participation of the Delegations of the
Royal Laotian Government and the Neo Lao Haksat.
Then came the first round of general debate during which
the U.S. Delegation tried to establish an international
condominium over Laos under the guise of defining the
term “neutrality.” This also came to a close with the
United States suffering a serious political and moral de-
feat. The U.S. proposal was condemned by most of the
participant nations and by world opinion in general.
Round three was the U.S. attempt to obstruct the con-
ference from entering into discussions of a substantive

7




nature and to win back some “chips” for further
gambles under the pretext of so-called cease-fire viola-
tions. Specifically, the United States hoped to legalize the
illegal occupation of areas seized by the Laotian rebel
forces behind the positions of the Laotian patriotic forces
after the cease-fire, to exterid the areas occupied by the
rebel clique, and, through requests for new directives to
the International Commission for Supervision and Con-
trol, to smuggle through Rusk’s outline for an internation-
al condominium over Laos. This altempt too was defeated
and the plot fell flat. Thus, the United States, which
at the end of May went all-out to spread an air of
pessimism about the conference and even threatened to
“withdraw” from it, made another volte-face under
pressure of world opinion and announced that it would

continue to take part in the conference and work for
its success.

Tripartite Talks in Laos

At Na Mon, too, the tripartite talks made progress at
a snail's pace because of U.S. obstruction. Under its
instigation, the Phoumi-Boun Oum rebel clique, while re-
fusing to participate in the Geneva Conference, played
the game of obstruction to the hilt at Na Mon.

The tripartite political and military conference began
at Na Mon on May 14. On May 17, representatives of the
three sides came to an agreement on the conference
agenda, and the first item on it was the question of the
formation of a provisional coalition government in Laos.
However, when the next session came along (on May 19),
the rebel delegates openly threw overboard the agreed
agenda, fabricated the so-called question of “military con-
flicts” and demanded immediate discussion of the forma-
tion of a so-called “joint inspection team” to assist the In-
ternational Commission in Laos to inspect the cease-fire.
This was, of course, an out-and-out copy of the U.S. line
and the Delegations of the Royal Laotiun Government and
the Neo Lao ‘Haksat condemned it in no uncertain terms.
But because of this perfidy on the part of the rebel clique,
discussion of the first item could not proceed.

On May 26, through the efforts and accommodation
made by the Delegations of the Royal Laotian Gov-
ernment and the Neo Lao Haksat, the three sides
were able to come to a new agreement on the agenda.
The main points of this are: the first item of the
agenda will still be discussions on the formation of
a provisional coalition government for Laos; at the
same time, the conference will establish a military
team formed of representatives of the three sides
which will be responsible for studying and discussing
rules and regulations for complete cease-fire and armistice,
including the questions of the formation of a joint military
inspection team composed of representatives of the three
sides, and of the powers and tasks of the International
Commission in Laos. On May 29, the tripartite conference
further accepted the proposal of the delegate of Neo Lao
Haksat to discuss first of all the tasks and programme of
the coalition government. Simultaneously with this, the
military team formed by representatives of the three sides
held its first meeting.

At the meetings on May 29 and 31, the delegates of
the Royal Laotian Government and the Neo Lao Haksat
put forward in principle proposals on the tasks of the

Laotian provisional coalition government, its domestic and
foreign policies and rules for ensuring the cease-fire. At
a meeting on June 2, the delegates of the Phoumi-Boun
Oum clique agreed to these views in principle. But when
the proposals were discussed item by item, they said that
they could not agree with these proposals fully and argued
about “difficulties in settling concrete questions.” When
the delegates of the Royal Laotian Government and Neo
Lao Haksat asked them to state the specific issues on
which they held different views, they shilly-shallied and
merely replied that they would take the views of the two
other parties back to Vientiane for study. This was re-
peated at every subsequent meeting but they still failed
to put forward proposals of their own. Pressed by the
delegates of the Royal Laotian Government and the Neo
Lao Haksat for a reply and finding it difficult to answer,
the rebel delegates could only request a recess after which
they simply slipped away.

As a result of lack of sincerity on the part of the
rebel clique, negotiations on the rules governing the cease-
fire have failed to make any headway.

At the Na Mon conference table, the delegates of the
Laotian rebel clique have used side issues to create com-
plications. They are unwilling to conduct serious discus-
sions on substantive, specific matters. They have never
put forward any constructive proposals. Their performance

at Na Mon is a replica of that of the U.S. Delegation at
Geneva.

In sharp contrast with the attitude of the Laotian
rebel clique which has put every obstacle in the way of
the negotiations, the Royal Laotian Government and the
Neo Lao Haksat have made sincere and consistent efforts
for the peaceful settlement of the Laotian question. On
June 5, Prince Souvanna Phouma, Premier of the Royal
Laotian Government, and Prince Souphanouvong, Chair-
man of the Central Committee of the Neo Lao Haksat,
arrived in Peking in the same plane on their way to Geneva
to demonstrate to the participating countries at the enlarged
Geneva Conference their sincerity and stand in seeking a
way to the peaceful settlement of the Laotian question
jointly with Prince Boun Oum, leader of the Savannakhet
clique, on the basis of realization of genuine peace,
neutrality, independence, democracy and prosperity in
Laos. The two princes have gone to Geneva on the in-
vitation of Prince Sihanouk, Head of State of Cambodia,
who has invited leaders of the three sides in Laos for talks
in Geneva. The two princes had already on many occa-
sions invited Prince Boun Oum to go to Xieng Khouang
or Na Mon to discuss and settle Laotian internal questions,
It is sincerely hoped that the journey of the two princes
will be crowned with success.

The Royal Laotian Government and the Neo Lao
Haksat have once again shown their sincere desire to
negotiale a settlement. Now it is up to the rebel clique
to show a like sincerity in approaching a solution to the
Laotian question. The socialist countries have also made
repeated and great efforts in negotiating at the enlarged
Geneva Conference. The question now is whether the
United States will give up its stalling tactics, sit down,
and start serious negotiation so as to enable this next
stage of the Geneva Conference really to pass on to dis-
cussions on matters of substance and make the sort of
headway the peoples demand.
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Kennedy Faces A Severe Test

Following is a slightly abridged translation of an
editorial published in “Renmin Ribao” on June 1 on the
eve of the Khrushchov-Kennedy talks. — Ed.

N KHRUSIHCHOV, Chairman of the U.S.S.R.

. e Council of Ministers, and John F. Kennedy,
President of the United States, will hold talks in Vienna
on June 3. The Chinese people and other peace-loving
people the world over hope that the talks about to start
will yield positive results and help relax international
tension.

The Soviet Union, China and other socialist countries
have consistently followed a peaceful foreign policy, stood
for peaceful coexistence among countries with different
social systems and the setilement of international disputes
through consultation and worked for the relaxation of in-
ternational tension. The various efforts they have made
for world peace have exerted an ever broader influence
on the world and won the enthusiastic support of all peace-
loving peoples and countries. The holding of the forth-
coming talks between the Heads of Government of the
Soviet Union and the United States is fresh proof of
the sincere desire of the Soviet Union for peace and for
improvement of relations between the two countries.

As regards talks between the Heads ol Government of
the Soviet Union and the United States, Kennedy has al-
ways held the view that he cannot negotiate with the Soviet
Union from a position of a steady decline in national
power. He stressed the need to negotiate from a “power-
ful” position of strength. He said even in February that
“there are no plans for any meeting with Mr. Khrushchov.”
But before long, Kennedy himself sought a meeting with
Khrushchov. Can it be that the position of the United
States today is “powerful” compared with February? It
is obviously not so. Why, then, does Kennedy now want
to talk with Khrushchov? To answer this question, it is
necessary to review briefly Kennedy’s experiences since
he took office.

As is generally known, Kennedy came to power at a
time when the United States was in trouble both at home
and abroad. As the Western press put it, Eisenhower left
his successor “a hopeless mess.” Speaking of the situation
confronting the United States in his [irst State of the Union
Message, Kennedy said that the United States was “in a
time of rapidly deleriorating situations at home and espe-
cially abroad.” To cope with this grave situation, Kennedy
stressed the need to carry out that basic strategy for the
years of the missile lag which he had always advocated.
In other words, the United States should make “the most
of all our remaining advantages” and make “the most of
the enemy’s weaknesses—and thus to buy the iime and
opportuniiy necessary to regain the upper hand.” Ken-
nedy stood for a more flexible use of peace and war tactics.
In his own words, he would “give equal attention” to both
olive branch and arrows. Concerning this, Kennedy's chief
assistant, the present U.S. Secretary of State Dean Rusk,
in a research report on U.S. forcign policy written under
his general editorship before he took office, said in clear
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terms: “There are many things and many methods; but
there are central aims and more or less co-ordinated
methods. Military, political, economic and psychological
means are employed alternately or in combination as the
situation indicates.”

For the last four months and more, Kennedy has, in-
deed, been holding the olive branch in one hand and the
arrows in the other, using them alternately or in com-
bination. On the one hand, he declared that in order to
seek “peace” anew there should never be fear of negotia-
tions; he made many demagogic statements on peace,
advocated “quiet diplomacy,” dispatched “peace corps” to
many countries, peddled the “food for peace” programme,
and urged the establishment of a so-called “alliance for
progress.” On the other hand, he took vigorous measures
of arms expansion and war preparations, put forward an
unprecedentedly large mililary budget, stepped up missile
development, strengthened conventional forces and trained
special forces, and in defiance of world condemnation even
cpenly unleashed “brush-fire wars” in Laos and Cuba.
But Kennedy failed to get the expected resulls from all
these manoeuvres; on the contrary, he has landed himself
in a more difficult position.

Kennedy has made the development of missile weapons
and the earliest possible closing of the missile gap be-
tween the United States and the Soviet Union a key point
in his “position of strength™ policy. But the successful
return to earth of the first Soviet manned spaceship shows
that the United States has fallen farther behind the Soviet
Union in the most advanced branches of science and
technology. All the efforts Kennedy has made since taking
office to consolidate the U.S. leadership in the “free world”
have failed to lessen the contradictions between the United
States and its Western Eurcpean allies; on the contrary,
these contradiciions have further sharpened. Although
Kennedy has tried to pose as a guardian of national in-
dependence and an opponent of colonialism, the daily
awakening peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America arc
not to be deceived. The slormy waves of opposition to
U.S. imperialism and its stooges are lashing against the
positions of the United States with ever increasing fury.

KENNEDY'S aggressive policy has met with particularly
serious defeats in Laos and Cuba. As soon as he took
office, Kennedy unhesitatingly took over Eisenhower’s
policy of intervention in Laos and vigorously instigated
the Boun Oum-Phoumi traitorous clique to expand the =
civil war. This criminal line pursued by Kennedy has
met with the firm rebuff of the Laotian patriotic army
and people and has been severely condemned by the
peace-loving peoples and countries the world over. This
has put the United States in a very difficult and isolated
position. The armed aggression against Cuba unleashed by
Kennedy with U.S. mercenaries not only failed ignomini-
ously, but also thoroughly exposed his true features as an
imperialist.

The repeated setbacks suffered by Kennedy in his
domestic and foreign policies have further deepened the
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differences within the U.S. ruling circles. It is certainly
not without reason that Kennedy is dubbed “the most
bitterly attacked new president at home.” Especially
after the defeat of his armed aggression against Cuba,
Kennedy was subjected to such all-round censure by
various factions of the U.S. bourgeoisie that he was forced
to come out himself and take the whole blame for the
fiasco of the aggression against Cuba.

When summing up the first hundred days of the
Kennedy Administration, many Western bourgeois news-
papers and magazines pointed out cither with regret or
sarcasm that Kennedy's “political honeymoon” had come
to a dismal end, that he had ruined his own name.

It was under such circumstances that Kennedy sought
to meet Khrushchov. This is very clear even to many
of the Western bourgeois newspapers. For instance,
the U.S. Chicago Tribune said that Kennedy wanted to
hold talks with Khrushchov because “foreign relations

have not been faring well for Mr. Kennedy. First Cuba,
then Laos. .. .”

The very fact that, from “no plan for any meeting
with Mr. Khrushchov,” Kennedy has now become willing
to hold talks represents a victory of the world's peace
forces, and so is anyhow a significant matter. This is onc
side of the picture.

The other side of the picture is that though the U.S.
position is soc weakened Kennedy still indicated that he
would not “retreat a single inch” in the talks and on the
eve of the Vienna talks he put forward a special message
on so-called “urgent national needs,” thereby pushing
the all-out U.S. war preparation plan another big step
forward. The US. propaganda machine is especially
vociferous in claiming that Kennedy would take a “tough
stand” during the talks, would indicate that the United
States is “not to be slighted” and would show the “strength”
and “determination” of the Uniled States. At any rate,
it is hard to bring all this into line with Kennedy's so-called
“quest for peace.”

The people the world over are watching closely to see
what attitude Kennedy will take towards the Vienna
talks. This will be an acid test for Kennedy.

Sino-Burmese Joint Press Communique on Transfer
Of Border Area Territories

In pursuance of the provisions of the Boundary Treaty
between the People’'s Republic of China and the Union of
Burma, the Government of the People's Republic of China
and the Government of the Union of Burma designated
their respective local officials who completed the formal-
ities of the transfer of the following areas at designated
places on June 4, 1961:

1. The area of Hpimaw, Gawlum and Kangfang was
returned to China in accordance with Article I of the
above-mentioned Boundary Treaty;

2. The areas under the jurisdiction of the Panhung
and Panlao tribes were handed over to China in accor-

dance with Article II of the above-mentioned Boundary
Treaty;

3. The Yawng Hok and Lungnai Villages were handed
over to China, and the Umhpa, Pan Kung, Pan Nawng

and Pan Wai Villages were handed over to Burma in
accordance with Article I1I of the above-mentioned Bound-
ary Treaty.

In accordance with Article IX of the above-mentioned
Boundary Treaty, the Meng-Mao Triangular area (Nam-
wan Assigned Tract) to be turned over to Burma by China
became the territory of the Union of Burma upon the
coming into force of the above-mentioned Trealy on
January 4, 1961.

The transfer of the above-mentlioned areas was car-
ried out in a most cordial atmosphere. The Governments
of the two countries were highly satisfied with the smooth
implementation of the relevant provisions of the Boundary
Treaty and saw in this a full demonstration of the friend-
ship and co-operation existing between the two countries.

(Hsinhua News Agency, June 5, 1961.)

Yugoslav Agriculture on the Capitalist Road

by LIAO YUAN

Following is a translation of an article published in
“Hongqi” (No. 8, 1961), fortnightly of the Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Communist Party. Subheads are
ours. — Ed.

THE Tito clique has constantly declared that it is build-

ing socialism in Yugoslavia in a “unique way.” It claims
that in agriculture it has chosen “the best road for build-
ing a large-scale, modern agriculture and for the socialist
transformation of the countryside”; it boasts that the
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“socialist agricultural organizations” it has set up have
played a big role.

But what is the true picture?

In 1951, Yugoslavia had more than 6,800 agricultural
producers’ co-operatives, embracing 16.6 per cent of the
country’s peasant households and 21 per cent of the
land. Since 1953, large numbers of co-operatives have
been disbanded by the Tito clique. In March 1953, the
Tito clique promulgated the “Law Concerning Property
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Relations in the Co-operatives and the Reorganization of
the Agricultural Producers’ Co-operatives.” Co-operatives
were arbitrarily disbanded; permission was given for the
free purchase and sale of land, the unrestricted renting of
land and employment of hired labour. In his article “On
Some Questions of Our Country's [Yugoslavia’s] Rural
Policy,” Kardelj openly advocated that free capitalist com-
petition should be practised in agriculture. He said that
the first principle of Yugoslav agricultural policy is to “free
agriculture from the element of administrative leadership
and put agricultural development on a basis of [ree competi-
tion between various economic forces.” In a speech made
in April 1954, Tito declared that the Yugoslav Govern-
ment’s “policy from top to bottom must be one of support
for the individual peasants.” The Tito clique repudiates
socialist agricultural co-operation and advocates the
development of capitalist co-operatives and capitalist
farms of the American type. In the same speech he said:
“Various types of co-operation exist in the agriculturally
developed countries and in the capitalist countries. These
are also good for our [Yugoslav] society.” In a talk in July
1955, Tito said that he and his clique would not give up
the idea that the small farms in Yugoslavia would one
day be merged together in one way or another and that
they would search for a common way of life shared by
the two opposing sides in this respect. This, he said, had
already been done in the United States, and Yugoslavia
must find ways and means of solving this question.

Polarization Among the Peasants

The policy and measures adopted by the Tito clique
have nearly brought about the total collapse of Yugoslavia's
original agricultural producers’ co-operatives. In the
Yugoslav countryside at the present time, individual
economy prevails on more than 90 per cent of the total
cultivated land. Capitalism is growing and spreading on
the basis of the small-scale peasant economy; polarization
among the peasants has already got under way.

In Yugoslavia, because land can be freely bought and
sold, the well-to-do farmers can legally swallow up the
land of the poverty-stricken peasants; they may also sell
their own relatively poor land to buy more fertile land.
Many poverty-stricken peasants can’t afford to manage
their own land and they have no alternative but to sell
it. The Yugoslav Borba of September 13, 1960, wrote that
“in recent years, there has been a pretty brisk exchange
of land among the individual farmers.” “In some areas,”
it said, “more and more farmers want to sell their land.”

The process of polarization in the rural areas can be
clearly seen in the figures for land distribution. From
1952 to 1958, the number of individual peasant households
rose from more than 1.96 million to more than 2.33 million,
an increase of over 370,000. Of these, the number of
well-to-do peasant households owning more than eight
hectares of land increased by over 37,000 only, while the
number of peasant households owning less than five
hectares* increased by more than 268,000, seven times
the above figure. In 1958, peasant households with

* According to Jugoslovenski Pregled of January 1959,
peasant households owning less than five hectares of land are,
as a rule, grain-deficient households.
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holdings of less than five hectares accounted for 70 per
cent of all individual peasant households, but owned only
38 per cent of the cultivated land owned by individual
peasant households while the well-to-do peasant house-
holds with holdings of more than eight hectares made up
only 13.6 per cent of the total number of individual peasant
households but owned 39 per cent of the cultivated land
owned by individual peasant households. These figures
show that the great majority of the people in the Yugoslav
countryside are being impoverished, holding only a small
amount of land while only a handful of people can climb
up to become well-to-do farmers, owning relatively more
land. This is an inevitable phenomenon in the develop-
ment of individual economy towards capitalist economy;
it is an eloquent proof that the Tito clique has brought
the Yugoslav countryside onto the road of capitalist
development.

Well-to-do farmers can also enlarge their own cul-
tivated land acreage by renting land from others. Ac-
cording to data printed in the November 1959 issue of
Jugoslovenski Pregled, individual peasant households in
1956 altogether rented out 370,000 hectares of land. The
reason why they did this was largely because they hadn’t
enough reserves, they didn't have enough manpower,
draught animals and farm implements to cultivate their
land. A great part of this land was rented by well-to-do
farmers. Borba of February 13, 1960, says: “Certain agri-
cultural producers cultivate almost twice as much land
as the maximum limit permitted,”* and they have “in fact
doubled the area of the land they themselves own.”

A large proportion of Yugoslav peasant households
do not have enough draught animals and farm implements.
In the Republic of Bosnia-Herzegovina, for instance, 43
per cent of peasant households have no draught animals
and 53 per cent have no ploughs. The better-off farmers
owning more draught animals and farm tools can not only
rent land from those peasant households who cannot afford
to cultivate it themselves, but, for purposes of exploitation,
can hire out their own draught animals and farm tools to
the impoverished peasant households which do not have
these means of production.

Increase in Hired Labour

Another dislinct feature marking capitalist develop-
ment in the Yugoslav countryside is the widespread in-
crease in the employment of hired labour. According to
a report of the weekly Kommunist of February 7, 1958, in
1956, 52 per cent of the peasant households in Serbia
owning over eight hectares of land employed hired labour.
Those subjected to this form of exploitation are agricul-
tural labourers who lack means of production themselves.

In Yugoslavia, resorting to usury as a means of get-
ting rich is no longer a secret. The Oslobodjenje of
November 15, 1958, writes: “A number of former usurers
have again made their appearance in certain areas.” The
paper gave the following example. From 1956 to 1958, a
usurer named Luich lent 6 million dinars in cash, more
than 5,800 kilogrammes of grain and more than 1,500

* The Tito clique has laid down that the maximum limit
of land each private household permitted to hold is ten
hectares. (In the case of lean land, it is 15 hectares.)
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litres of wine at a rate of interest ranging from 10 to over
100 per cent. He raked in more than 5 million dinars in
interest charges. More than 780 peasant households were
in his debt. “If the debt is not cleared when due,” the

paper says, “he will sell the last milch cow of the peasant
debtor at the door.”

“Co-operation” in a Capitalist Way

The Tito clique, on the one hand, has disbanded large
numbers of the original agricultural producers’ co-
operatives, and on the other hand, bragged about the part
played by their so-called “General Farm Co-operatives”
in the development of agricultural production. This sort
of co-operative is in fact an agricultural organization run
in a completely capitalist way, with profit-making as its
aim.

Commercial transactions make up the biggest share of
the business of the “General Farm Co-operatives.” Taking
advantage of the free market and free movement of price
of farm produce, these co-operatives go in for racketeer-
ing on a big scale, fleecing the agricultural producers on
the one hand, and the city consumers on the other. When,
for instance, Yugoslav agricultural production dropped in
1958, the co-operatives and other trading organizations
raised the selling price of farm produce. The next year
there was a bigger harvest; the co-operatives then scrapped
the purchase contracts which they had concluded with
the peasants, reduced the amount of purchases and simply
let the crops rot in the fields.

So-called “co-operation” with the individual peasants
in production is another job of the “General Farm Co-
operatives.” They sign contracts with the individual
peasants, ploughing, sowing, harvesting for them and
providing them with transport, or they rent land from
the individual peasants and take full responsibility for
its cultivation. They are paid by the individual peasants
according to the contract. This sort of “co-operation” is
in a pretty bad mess. Large numbers of peasants have
landed themselves in debt with their “co-operation” with
the co-operatives. According to a report in the Kommunist
of October 6, 1960, only some 500,000 peasant households
“co-operated” with the co-operatives, but they owed the
co-operatives debts to the amount of more than 13,650
million dinars. Over 7,000 million dinars were still un-
paid when these debts fell due. For various reasons there
have been a number of cases of co-operatives incurring
losses. This, of course, runs counter to the wishes of the
Tito clique and as a result of this the Tito clique’s prop-
aganda machine has openly advocated that the co-
operatives should not co-operate with the poorer peasants
but only with the better-off ones. Borba of September
10, 1960, took Osijek County, a grain-growing area in
Yugoslavia, as an example. It wrote: “In Osijek County,
50 per cent of the peasant households own less than three
hectares of land.” “Facts have proved that total output
of the great majority of co-operative farmers is just enough
to feed their own families, they have no surpluses for
sale nor have they any surpluses with which to repay their
debts.” Speaking in the tones of a mouthpiece of the
rich-peasant class, this newspaper asked: “What results
can be got by co-operating with producers who do not
produce commodities? Is it necessary to guarantee their
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livelihood free of charge on land which in any case could
not give them a normal living? If this is done, who will
be benefited?” The paper came to this conclusion:
“Establishing co-operation with the relatively stable
farmers [well-to-do farmers — Author], can be more
profitable and is a better paying proposition.”

The co-operatives also run their own farms and partly
engage in agricultural production. But these farms too
are wholly for profit-making. They hire workers {o make
profit for them, and purchase or rent land from the in-
dividual peasants on an extensive scale so as to enlarge
their cultivated acreage. In 1959, the co-operatives
employed more than 68,000 permanent workers. (In busy
farm seasons they also hire large numbers of temporary
hands.) There is fierce competition between the farms.
Those who are economically weak and whose production
costs are higher are no match for those which are
economically strong. They frequently incur losses, close
down or are swallowed up by the latter. The agricultural
labourers live in very bad conditions. The Privredni
Pregled of September 30, 1960, said that with the worsen-
ing of conditions on the farms, “a large proportion of
agricultural labourers get only the minimum possible
personal income.” Many of them are so hard up that they

are compelled to move into the cities to try and eke out
a living there.

Rich Peasants Hold the Whip Hand

These co-operatives run in a capitalist way have
created extremely favourable conditions for the activities
of the rich peasants. Their managements have step by
step fallen into the hands of the rich peasants. A book
entitled Economic Policy of the Federal People’s Republic
of Yugoslavia records that in 1956, peasants owning less
than two hectares of land made up only 15.3 per cent of
the members of co-operative management committees:
while those owning over eight hectares made up 25 per
cent. The Weekly Information Gazette of February 22,
1959, carried a report about “A Co-operative Which Lost
Money.” It turned out that every type of important job
was held by the rich peasants. They were members of
its management committees, book-keepers, cashiers, pro-
curement personnel, etc. In six months time, they had
made this co-operative lose nearly 60 million dinars.

Because of lack of support from the broad masses of
the peasants, these “General Farm Co-operatives” are
already in the throes of crisis. There has been a steady
decrease in their number and a drop in membership.
According to the Jugoslovenski Pregled of June 1959, there
were 8,004 such co-operatives in 1950, with 3,540,000
members. By 1958, the number of the co-operatives had
dropped to 5,197, and the number of their members to
1.37 million. According to a report of Tanjug on December
7, 1960, less than 4,800 such co-operatives were left in 1960.

The facts mentioned above clearly demonstrate that
the policies and measures carried out by the Tito clique
in the Yugoslav countryside in the past ten years have
carried Yugoslav agriculture onto the road of capitalist
development. This shows that the Tito clique’s so-called
“unique way” is in fact nothing but the capitalist road
which runs completely counter to socialism.
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Theory

The United Front—A Magic Weapon of the
Chinese People for Winning Victory

by LI WEI-HAN

Following s the first instalment of a translation of
an article published in the June 1, 1961 issue of “Honggi,”
fortnightly of the Central Committee of the Chinese Com-
munist Party. Subheads are ours. The concluding instal-
ment will appear in our next issue. — Ed.

OMRADE Mao Tse-tung has constantly stressed that,

if we are to defeat our exceptionally strong enemy

and build up our country, we must, under the leadership
of the proletariat and on the basis of the worker-peasant
alliance, unite with all the forces that it is possible to
unite with and form a broad, people’s democratic united
front. The content and tasks of the people’s democratic
united front vary in different historical periods in our
country. The entire historical experience of the Chinese
revolution proves that the question of the united front
must be handled correctly in our Party’s political line,
whether it is in the period of democratic revolution or of
socialist revolution and socialist construction. Only thus
can our revolution and construction succeed and develop.

Prelude to the Democratic United Front

The history of the Chinese people’s democratic united
front dates back to the May 4th Movement of 1919. That
movement took place after the first imperialist world war
and the October Socialist Revolution in Russia; it marked
the turning point at which China’s democratic revolution
changed from a democratic revolution of the old type into
a democratic revolution of the new type and became part
of the world proletarian socialist revolution. The May
4th Movement was an anti-imperialist and anti-feudal
movement. The cultural revolution it ushered in was
uncompromisingly opposed to feudal culture, and the two
great banners of its cultural revoiution at the time were
opposition to the old ethics and promotion of the new,
and opposition to the old literature and promotion of the
new. The May 4th Movement was the prelude to the
Chinese people’s democratic united front. “The May 4
Movement was in the beginning a revolutionary move-
ment of the united front of three sections of people — the
communist, the revolutionary petty-bourgeois and the
bourgeois intelligentsia, the last forming the right wing
of the movement at that time. Its weakness was that it
was confined to the intellectuals and did not secure the
participation of the workers and peasants. But as soon
as it developed into the June 3 Movement, not only the
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intelligentsia but also the broad sections of the proletariat,
the petty bourgeoisie and the bourgeoisie took part, and
it became a nationwide revolutionary movement. . . . In
ideas and in cadres, the May 4 Movement prepared for
the founding of the Chinese Communist Party in 1921,
and for the May 30 Movement and the Northern
Expedition.”*

The Chinese Communist Party was founded on the
basis of the integration of Marxism-Leninism with the
workers’ movement in China. After its birth, the Chinese
Communist Party concentrated its forces, first and fore-
most, on the workers’' movement and led the first upsurge
of the Chinese workers’ movement in 1922-23. As a result
of repressions by the reactionary regime which was armed
to the teeth, this movement ebbed for a time. Led by
the Chinese Communist Party, China’s working class
understood perfectly well that ‘“although it is the class
with the highest political consciousness and sense of
organization, it cannot win victory by its own strength
alone. To win victory it must unite, under various condi-
tions, with all possible revolutionary classes and strata and
organize a revolutionary united front.”** At its Third
National Congress held in 1923, the Chinese Communist
Party decided to tzke positive steps to form an alliance
with the Kuomintang led by Sun Yat-sen, thereby un-
folding a broad revoluticnary united front. Tt also decided
that Communist Party members join the Kuomintang as
individuals, and that the Party should at the same time
maintain its independence organizationally, politically and
ideologically. The Congress repudiated the “Left” de-
viation of closed-doorism which was represented by Chang
Kuo-tao. Proponents of this deviation contended that only
the working class could carry on the revolution and that
it was impossible for the Kuomintang to become a demo-
cratic revolutionary alliance. For this reason, they turned
down the revolutionary united front and opposed Com-
munist Party members, workers or peasants joining the
Kuomintang. The Congress also repudiated the deviation
towards capitulation which was represented by Chen
Tu-hsiu. Proponents of this deviation claimed that the
bourgeois-democratic revolution should be led by the bour-
geoisie and that the working class could only play the role

* Mao Tse-tung, On New Democracy, Eng. ed., Foreign
Languages Press, Peking, 1960, pp. 63-65.

** Mao Tse-tung, The Chinese Revolution and the Chinese
Communist Party, Eng. ed., Foreign Languages Press, Peking,
1960, p. 41.
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of an aide. Therefore, they maintained that all work
should be turned over to the Kuomintang. As early as
July 1919, Comrade Mao Tse-tung had expressed the idea
that the basic way of saving China was through the great
unity of the masses of the people. At the First Party
Congress and in the various periods that followed, Com-
rade Mao Tse-tung stood for the Party’s correct ideas and
combated the two erroneous deviations mentioned above.

The First Kuomintang-Communist Co-operation

The predecessor of the Kuomintang was the Tung
Meng Hui which led the Revolution of 1911. This was a
loose alliance of bourgeois and petty-bourgeois radicals,
bourgeois liberals and anti-Manchu landlords. After the
Revolution of 1911, the greater part of the Kuomintang lost
its revolutionary vigour and sank into a state of inaction.
The bourgeois democrats headed by Sun Yat-sen persisted
in the struggle, but repeated setbacks left them in des-
perate straits. The October Revolution in Russia and
the new revolutionary struggles taking place in China
after the October Revolution, particularly the founding
of the Chinese Communist Party, attracted the attention
of Sun Yat-sen and brought him new hope. Sun Yat-
sen, “in the depths of despair . . . welcomed the October
Revolution, welcomed Russian help to the Chinese and

welcomed co-operation with the Communist Party of
China.”*

Thanks to the efforts made by the Chinese Com-
munist Party, the left wing of the Kuomintang headed
by Sun Yat-sen held the First National Congress of the
Kuomintang in 1924, put forth the three cardinal policies
of “alliance with Russia, co-operation with the Com-
munists and assistance to the workers and peasants,”
redefined the Three People’s Principles and reorganized
the Kuomintang. The right wing of the Kuomintang,
representing the landlord and comprador classes and the
right wing of the national bourgeoisie, opposed co-opera-
tion between the Kuomintang and the Communist Party
from the very beginning and sabotaged the Congress’
resolutions. After Sun Yat-sen’s death in 1925, their anti-
Soviet and anti-Communist activities became more rabid,
and they teamed up in the so-called Western Hills Con-
ference Clique and Tai Chi-tacism. The Communists, on
the other hand, through co-operating with the left wing
of the Kuomintang, uniting with the middle-of-the-roaders,
and waging sharp struggles against the right wing, strove
to put the resolutions of the First National Congress of the
Kuomintang into practice. This is the well-known first
co-operation between the Communist Party and the Kuo-
mintang in the history of the Chinese revolution. Through
this co-operation, our Party launched and led the Great
Revolution of 1924-27. During this period, not only
did the workers’ movement and the revolutionary strug-
gles of the urban petty bourgeoisie rise to a national up-
surge centring round the “May 30" strike of 1925, but ex-
tensive peasant movements also developed in several
southern provinces. The united front, therefore, had the
worker-peasant alliance as its basis and became a national

*Mao Tse-tung, “On the People’s Democratic Dictatorship,”
Selected Works, Vol. 1V, Eng. ed., Foreign Languages Press,
Peking, 1961, pp. 413-14.
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united front of the Kuomintang and the Communist Party,
and of all sections of the people. On this basis, the Kuomin-
tang developed into a national democratic revolutionary
alliance. It was on this basis that the Kwangtung revolu-
tionary base was set up, that the victorious Northern
Expedition was launched in 1926-27, that large areas
along the Yangtse and Yellow Rivers were occupied, the
northern warlord government was defeated, and the peo-
ple’s struggle for liberation was initiated on a scale un-
precedented in Chinese history. “In the national revolu-
tion to which Dr. Sun Yat-sen had devoted himself for
forty years and which he had left unaccomplished, tre-
mendous success was scored within the short span of two
or three years.”*

Weakness of United Front in Great Revolution

But the revolutionary camp at that time was not yet
consolidated. Although the revolutionary united front
had a relatively broad base among the masses, yet because
of the fact that our Party was still in its infancy at the
time, that it did not understand the extreme importance
of armed struggle in the Chinese revolution and of con-
trolling the army, and neglected the work of winning over
the army during the Northern Expedition while placing
a one-sided emphasis on mass movements, this united
front still did not have as its central pillar revolutionary
armed forces led by the proletariat. The result was that
once the Kuomintang turned reactionary, all the mass
movements collapsed. As the worker and peasant move-
ments surged forward, the middle-of-the-road section,
which comprised the majority of the national bourgeoisie,
became increasingly frightened and wavered more and more
in its attitude. The Kuomintang right wing, which
represented the landlord and comprador classes and the
right wing of the national bourgeoisie, still occupied im-
portant positions of strength, with many organs of state
power and the army under its control. When the Western
Hills Conference Clique suffered setbacks, members of
the Kuomintang right wing found new representatives
headed by Chiang Kai-shek: from 1926 on they went in
for all kinds of new underhand activities against the
revolution in an attempt to usurp its leadership and sell
out the revolution from within. In these circumstances,
only by firmly relying on the workers and peasants and
arming them could the middle-of-the-road section be kept
steady and the revolutionary united front be consolidated
to beat back the attacks of the reactionaries. Of course,
the enemy was very strong, because it was made up not
only of the landlord and comprador classes, but also in-
ternational imperialism which supported them. However,
if the Communist Party had at that time adopted such a
resolute revolutionary policy, it could have averted or at
least mitigated the subsequent defeat.

At this crucial stage in the revolution Comrade Mao
Tse-tung, on the basis of a Marxist-Leninist analysis of the
various classes in the society of that period, successively
published his Analysis of the Classes in Chinese Society
and Report of an Investigation into the Pzasant Move-

* Mao Tse-tung, “The Urgent Tasks After the Announce-
ment of Kuomintang-Communist Co-operation,” Selected
Works, Vol. 11, Lawrence & Wishart, London, 1954, p. 79.
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ment in Hunan; he clearly indicated who were the true
friends of the revolution and who were its real enemies,
and he enjoined the Parly to unite with these true friends
to attack the real enemies. He particularly enjoined the
Party to give full appraisal to the role of the peasants in
the revolution, resolutely lead the peasants in the struggle,
arm them and establish revolutionary state power in the
rural areas so as to strengthen and consolidate the basis
of the revolution. But the Chen Tu-hsiu capitulationist
elements which at that time controlled the Party’s lead-
ing organs rejected the correct views of Comrade Mao
Tse-tung and other comrades, and adopted the right op-
portlunist policy of “all alliance and no struggle” in the
united front. Not only did they not dare to rely resolutely
on the worker and peasant movements and energetically
arm the workers and peasants, but, instead, they held
back the worker and peasant movements; in particular,
they held back the raging peasant movement to compro-
mise with the landlord and capitalist classes, and thus
handed the leadership of the revolution over to the right
wing of the Kuomintang. In this way, the national
united front of the Kuomintang, the Communist Party and
all sections of the people which stood for the cause of
the Chinese people’s liberation was disrupted and all its
revolutionary policies were nullified by the Kuomintang
authorities, with their treacherous anti-popular policy of
party purge and massacre. The revolution suffered a
serious defeat.

The Second Revolutionary Civil War

After the defeat of the revolution in 1927, the
Chinese revolution entered the period of the Second Revo-
lutionary Civil War from 1927 to 1937. In the years 1927-
31, the national bourgeoisie sided with the counter-
revolutionary Chiang Kai-shek clique, so only the
Communist Party and the workers, peasants and other
petty bourgeoisie led by the Communist Party, and those
who adhered to Sun Yat-sen’s three cardinal policies
remained in the revolutionary united front which was
seriously battered and suffered serious losses. But the
heroic Communist Party and revolutionary people “were
not intimidated, subjugated or exterminated. They rose
to their feet again, staunched their wounds, buried their
fallen comrades and carried on the fight.”* The Communist
Party quickly overcame Chen Tu-hsiuism, launched the
“August First” uprising in Nanchang, carried out autumn
harvest uprisings in Hunan, Hupeh and Kiangsi and, led
by Comrade Mao Tse-tung, went deep into the rural areas,
closely relied on the peasants, launched the war of the
peasants’ land revolution, built the Red Army and estab-
lished revolutionary bases, thereby enabling the worker-
peasant alliance to obtain a secure political basis and
armed support. The people’s armed forces and revolu-
tionary bases led by the Chinese Communist Party con-
stituted the main forms of the worker-peasant alliance in
China’s democratic revolution. At the same time, Com-
rade Mao Tse-tung pointed out that, after the big bour-
geoisie had betrayed the revolution, the Chinese revolu-
tion still remained, so far as its nature was concerned,

*Mao Tse-tung, On Coalition Government, Eng. ed.,
Foreign Languages [P’ress, Peking, 1960, p. 11.
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a bourgeois democratic revolution, that contradictions still
existed between the national bourgeoisie and the impe-
rialists, that the national bourgeoisie still differed from
the comprador-capitalist class, while in the villages the
rich peasants also differed from the landlords and that
we must correctly and in every possible way unite with
or neutralize the various intermediate classes. Comrade
Mao Tse-tung, therefore, laid down and carried out in
the revolutionary bases the line for the land revolution,
which was to rely on the poor peasants and farm la-
bourers, unite with the middle peasants, protect the small
and medium-sized industrial and commercial enterprises,
eliminate the landlord economy, make suitable economic
arrangements for the rich peasants and also see to it that
the landlords had a way open to them to make a liveli-
hood. Comrade Mao Tse-tung also laid down and car-
ried out the economic policy of promoting and encourag-
ing private economy while simultaneously making every
possible effort to develop state-owned economy and co-
operative economy and striving for the realization of the
hegemony of state-owned economy over private economy.
All this facilitated the victorious development of the
revolutionary armed forces and revolutionary bases which
had the worker-peasant alliance as their basis; this greatly
inspired the people of the whole country, brought them
hope and showed them the way to victory, thereby be-
coming the main factor in promoting a new revolution-
ary upsurge and creating important conditions for rally-
ing allies on a still broader scale and anticipating a new
revolutionary upsurge.

In 1931, taking advantage of the Chiang Kai-shek
government’s reactionary policies of non-resistance to
foreign aggression and intensification of its campaigns to
“annihilate the Communists” and suppress the people, the
Japanese imperialists created the September 18th Incident
and occupied China’s northeastern provinces. The attack
made by the Japanese imperialists caused the contradic-
tion between the Chinese people and the Japanese im-
perialists to become the main contradiction, while the con-
tradiction between the various classes within the country
began to be reduced to one of secondary importance: a
new grouping took place in the relationship between the
various classes in China. The anti-Japanese movement of
the workers, peasants and students surged forward
rapidly; the national bourgeoisie and other middle-of-the-
road political forces which formerly sided with the reac-
tionary Chiang Kai-shek clique also gradually inclined
towards resistance to Japanese aggression. Some anti-
Japanese elements even emerged within the Kuomintang
and its army. After the September 18th Incident, the
Chinese Communist Party was the first to advocate armed
resistance; it actively led the anti-Japanese movement
among the people throughout the country and the anti-
Japanese guerrilla war of the people in northeastern China.
In January 1933 the Chinese Workers’ and Peasants’ Red
Army declared that on the three conditions that attacks
on the Red Army should cease, that the people’s demo-
cratic rights should be safeguarded and that the masses
should be armed, it would enter into an agreement for
jointly resisting Japanese aggression with that section of
the Kuomintang willing to co-operate with it in fighting
the Japanese invaders. However, owing to the fact that
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“Left” opportunism ruled for the third time in the Party,
our Party was not able to make use of the favour-
able political situation in the country at that time to
organize a nalional anti-Japanese united front to promote
the advent of a new revolutionary upsurge. In the years
1927-35 during the Second Revolutionary Civil War, “Left”
adventurism held the leading position in the Party on
three occasions; its adherents all opposed Comrade Mao
Tse-tung’s correct line and adopted the policy of “all
struggle and no alliance” towards the entire bourgeoisie
and even towards the upper strata of the petty bourgeoi-
sie. The “Left” adventurism which developed to a peak
on the third occasion even placed opposition to the na-
tional bourgeoisie and opposition Lo the landlord and com-
prador classes on an equal footing, denied the existence
of a middle-of-the-road camp and a third force in the
Chinese revolution, and even regarded the middle-of-the-
roaders, who had contradictions with the Chiang Kai-shek
regime and who at the time were becoming active, as
“the most dangerous enemy.” The rule of this third
“Left” adventurist deviation resulted in a series of adven-
turist and closed-door policies politically, militarily and
organizationally; it lasted four years, and brought about
the isolation of the revolutionary forces and great losses
to the revolutionary cause. At this critical historical junc-
ture, thanks to the leadership of Comrade Mao Tse-tung,
the Tsunyi Conference of the Party held in January 1935
corrected the “Left” adventurist line, saved the Party and
preserved the leading cadres of the Party and the Red
Army who formed the central force of our Party in vic-
toriously leading the national anti-Japanese unifed front
and the anti-Japanese war in the days to come. The
Tsunyi Conference was epoch-making in the history of the
Chinese Communist Party; it affirmed Comrade Mao Tse-
tung’s leading position throughout the Party. From that
time on, under the correct leadership of the Party’s Cen-
tral Committee headed by Comrade Mao Tse-tung, the
Chinese revolution has rolled on, marching from victory
to victory.

Towards the Anti-Japanese United Front

Alter making the Long March, the Chinese Work-
ers’ and Peasants’ Red Army and the Central Committee
of the Chinese Communist Party reached northern Shen-
si in triumph in October 1935. The Japanese imperialists
were then stepping up their attacks on northern China,
the whole nation’s anti-Japanese movement developed fur-
ther and the revolutionary situation, as indicated by the
December 9th Movement in 1935, mounted again to an-
other upsurge. As the Japanese imperialists continued
their intensified attacks, there arose the situation in which
the contradiction between China and Japan became ever
more marked and acute, while the contradiction between
the British and U.S. imperialists on the one hand and
China on the other as well as the contradiction between
the various classes within the country became correspond-
ingly less acute. Not only did the national bourgeoisie
and other middle-of-the-road forces incline in ever greater
numbers and with ever greater energy towards resistance
to Japanese aggression, the camp of the landlord and com-
prador classes and the Kuomintang itself also began to
disintegrate gradually into a pro-Japanese faction which
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favoured surrender and a pro-British and United States
faction which to a certain degree inclined towards resis-
tance to Japanese aggression. Under the leadership of
Comrade Mao Tse-tung, the Communist Party quickly
raised aloft the banner of the national anti-Japanese
united front, called on the broad masses of the people and
led them to struggle resolutely to “end the civil war and
unite against Japanese aggression.” Comrade Mao Tse-
tung pointed cut: “The task of the Party is to form a
national revolutionary united front by co-ordinating the
activities of the Red Army with all the activities of the
workers, peasants, students, the petty bourgeoisie and the
national bourgeoisie throughout the whole country.” This
meant the establishment of a national anti-Japanese
united front led by the Chinese Communist Party and with
the people’s revolutionary armed forces as its central
pillar, including all those who refused to become traitors
to the country. Comrade Mao Tse-tung went on to say:
“The special feature of the revolution at present is the
existence of a well-steeled Communist Party and a well-
steeled Red Army. ... The Communist Party and the
Red Army are not only the initiators of the National Anti-
Japanese United Front, but will inevitably become the
powerful mainstay of the future anti-Japanese govern-
ment and anti-Japanese army, capable of preventing the
Japanese imperialists and Chiang Kai-shek from carrying
through their policy of disrupting the national united
front.** In order to establish a national anti-Japanese united
front, it was necessary to overcome the closed-doorism and
sectarianism that had existed in the Party for a long time.
At that time and in later periods, Comrade Mao Tse-tung
and Comrade Liu Shao-chi systematically accomplished
this task. To force the Chiang Kai-shek Kuomintang to
change its reactionary policy of capitulation to foreign
aggression while carrying on an anti-popular civil war,
the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party,
following its “August First” 1935 Declaration, went a step
further and addressed an open telegram in May 1936 to
the Kuomintang, proposing the cessation of hostilities, the
opening of negotiations for peace and concerted action
against Japanese aggression. Following this, it reached an
agreement on cessation of hostilities with the Northeastern
Army headed by Chang Hsueh-liang and the Northwest-
ern Army headed by Yang Hu-cheng which at that time
were in northwestern China attacking the Red Army;
subsequently, it brought about the peaceful settlement of
the Sian Incident. In this way, after efforts continued
for more than a year and particularly through the peace-
ful settlement of the Sian Incident, the Chiang Kai-shek
Kuomintang was finally forced to stop the counter-revo-
lutionary civil war which it had been carrying on for
ten years. After the outbreak of the July Tth Incident
in 1937, there arose the situation in which the national
anti-Japanese united front was formed and the whole
couniry united in resistance to Japanese aggression.

(To be continued)

*On the Tactics of Fighting Japanese Imperialism, Eng.
ed.,, Foreign Languages Press, Peking, 1960, p. 22.

**ibid., pp. 30-32.
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Industry

How the Chinghsi Colliery Keeps Ahead

by OUR CORRESPONDENT

ROM a group of modern pit-head buildings in the

undulating mountains to the west of Peking, trains
loaded with coal wind their way daily to the capital. This
is the Chinghsi Colliery. The people call it the “jewel
on the rim of the capital”; it sends its “black gold” for
factories, people’s communes and the residents of Peking
as well as for other cities and towns in neighbouring
provinces.

The Chinghsi Colliery, with its seven pairs of shafts,
looks like many other collieries in the country, but it
is outstanding in the way it has kept up the drive of the
general line, going all out and aiming high, and getting
greater, faster, better and more economical results in a
consistent advance month after month, year after year.
In 1960, the Chinghsi miners fulfilled their annual pro-
duction plan a month ahead of schedule. They produced
26.6 per cent more coal than in 1959, and over 5 per cent
more than their total output for the whole of the First
Five-Year Plan. Their 1960 coal output was nearly 250
per cent more than in 1957, the year before the big leap
forward began, while labour productivity more than
doubled. They also cut costs of production and consump-
tion of props by 50 per cent. This year they are still
ahead in the van, fulfilling their monthly production
plans ahead of schedule and achieving a triple victory:
increasing output, keeping quality high and reducing costs.

Mass Movements — A Key Factor

Many things went to make these achievements
possible. One of the important factors is the excellent
way the mass movement has been led by the Communist
Party organization at Chinghsi. Whether in boosting
output, carrying out technical innovations or conducting
scientific research — all of which finally pay off in more
efficient and greater production — the Chinghsi Colliery
has put a big effort into organizing mass movements
which give full rein to the initiative and creativeness of
workers and staff.

When you ask about mass movements in Chinghsi,
you are certain to hear the experience of the Datai shafts
cited. The Datai is a comparatively young mine. Its
pair of shafts was commissioned only after the big leap
forward year of 1958. Yet despite its modern equipment,
previous to 1960 it barely managed to fulfil its monthly
quota. Many of its workers were new at the job and
lacking in production experience. More often than not
the Datai found itself lagging behind the other shafts of
the colliery.
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A bit chagrined at first, the Datai miners determined
to make good. All agreed, after discussion, that the best
way was to launch a mass, socialist emulation campaign
which would embrace the whole work force, give full
play to each worker’s initiative and spread the best
experience around.

That was at the beginning of 1960. Since then, one
mass movement after another has carried Datai output
steadily upward.

In their battle for higher output, the Datai miners
introduced many ingenious and effective methods of
emulation. The tunnelling brigade, for instance, initiated
a kind of emulation which they call a “production tourna-
ment.” After the fashion of a sports meeting, targets
were set for winners, runners-up and others who placed.
The idea caught on and gave zest to the workers. Re-
sults were quick and remarkable. Tunnelling for the
first month after launching this mass movement out-
stripped that of the preceding month by more than 40
per cent. This provided more working-face for the
extraction of coal.

This effective emulation method, which everyone
liked, soon spread to other sections of the Chinghsi
Colliery. This and other methods carried the Datai
workers on to fresh successes. They tackled the problem
of improving extraction methods. Getting coal from thin
seams, for example, generally presents more difficulties
than from thick seams; moreover, the coal from these
seams is of a lower quality. The Datai miners got their
more skilled and experienced mates at other shafts in the
colliery to give demonstrations and teach them better
methods of tunnelling and extraction in thin seams. With
this help they succeeded in extracting more coal of a higher
quality from the thin seams and improved production at
the thick seams too. In May last year, for instance, they
chalked up a monthly record of 10,000 tons of coal from
a thin seam working-face.

Working in the mass way, step by step, the Datai
worked its way to the front ranks in Chinghsi. Ever
since the beginning of last year, it has been overfulfilling
its monthly quota, and before the end of October — 65
days before the year ended, to be exact —it was already
working on its 1961 quota.

The Datai way of mass advance is typical of the man-
ner the whole Chinghsi Colliery has forged ahead. Last
year a dozen ways of organizing emulation were evolved
and tried out. Some helped mobilize the miners to go
in for mechanization or semi-mechanization by modern or
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indigenous methods, others rallied them to put through
technological reforms and merge or shorten work pro-
cesses; still others were connected with improvements in
tools, etc. These emulation campaigns were conducted
sometimes between pits, sometimes between production
groups and sometimes on a worker to worker basis. Some
were especially aimed to draw administrative personnel
into their scope. These are some of the factors that have

helped keep Chinghsi in its position in the van of the
nation’s collieries.

Old Chinghsi Memories

As early as 1872, mechanical hoisting was used at the
Chinghsi Colliery, but the most primitive mining methods
were in use in the pits during all the 77 years before
liberation. Foul air, cramped working areas, lack of even
the most elementary safety precautions were a constant
threat to the miners’ security and health. Working hours
were excessively long; tools, primitive — the axe, pick,
shovel and basket. Accidents were frequent; wages were
barely enough to live on.

More than half of the miners at Chinghsi know
personally what exploitation under the imperialists and
bureaucrat-capitalists was like. All can see the contrast
between the appalling past and the present: the vast dif-
ferences in working conditions, wages, housing and general
livelihood and, not least, political and social status.

Li Chiu-teh, a young veteran of Chinghsi, has a
typical story. Still only 29 years old now, Li Chiu-teh
spent the best years of his boyhood in the bowels of the
earth, in the dark, damp and dust-laden pits of his
insatiable masters. He started work in the mine at 13,
lugging heavy sacks of coal from the underground
working-faces to the surface. It was backbreaking toil.
He and his mates, children like himself or even younger,
worked all day long in the dark underground with hardly
a morsel of food or even a sip of clean water. To quench
their thirst they had to drink the water dripping down
the walls of the pit. Long years of such wretchedness
seriously impaired their health. Many of his mates died

underground. Li, tough in mind and body, was luck&
enough to survive these ordeals.

Liberation literally brought Li Chiu-teh up into the
light of day. With irrepressible joy he says of his new
life: “Now I am my own master at last! I'll do my best
for the country.” He is as good as his word. Today he
is a member of the Communist Party and a miner known
all over the land for his consistently excellent record both
at study and at work. A model worker since liberation,
he has never taken a day off throughout the years. He
was a delegate to the national conferences of young
builders of socialism and of outstanding groups and
workers on the economic front: he received an award
from the Central Commitiee of the Communist Youth
League of China. Wholeheartedly devoted to his work,
he never rests content merely with doing his own part
of the work well but always keeps a lookout to see how
he can help his mates. He is very much a “team” man.
While cutting coal, for instance, he looks out for suitable
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A Discussion Down the Pit
Sketch by Hsu Chi-hsiung

sites for props, and is always ready to help his mates
drive them in. An ingenious and patient inventor, he
has introduced many improved tools and initiated
advanced methods of drilling. Since the big leap forward
in 1958, he has put forward scores of innovation proposals
and regularly overfulfilled his monthly production quota.
He is a popular pace-setter in Chinghsi who has inspired
many others to follow his fine example.

Technical Innovation — The Mass Way

Taken over by the people’s state after liberation,
Chinghsi Colliery was soon well on the way to trans-
formation. Modern equipment— pneumatic picks and
hammers, electric drills, coal-cutters, conveyers, etc.—
was introduced together with many modern techniques.
Modern working conditions were instituted as befitted a
socialist mine. Output began to soar. This was the
background for the enormous enthusiasm which the
Chinghsi miners have shown in their efforts to boost
output for socialist construction.

Chinghsi’s miners soon realized that one of the surest
ways of raising output is by the introduction of new
technology.

Chinghsi launched a mass campaign for technical in-
novations and technical revolution, centring round
mechanization and semi-mechanization, automation and
semi-automation. It advances on a practical basis, dealing
first with the most immediate needs of the mine. When
a bottleneck is spotted, a pooled effort is concentrated to
solve it by using either modern or indigenous methods.
This continuous process of improvement has resulted in
raising the colliery’s level of production technique all-
round and output has soared.

Over the years since liberation, miners at the
Muchengjian' shafts of the colliery, for instance, have
developed a comprehensive system of advanced mining
techniques which in 1959 the Ministry of Coal In-
dustry recommended for popularization in coalmines
throughout the country. In 1960, the Muchengjian miners
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improved on this still further. More than 400 of them
put forward a thousand and more proposals to further
improve mining techniques. The Communist Party com-
mittee of the colliery organized a mass discussion of
these. The best were sifted out and introduced on an
experimental basis; other units in the colliery gave their
advice; adjustments and improvements were made until
finally a new and better method of extracting was
developed. This not only streamlined work processes,
reduced the number of props used with no lessening of
the safety factor and reduced labour intensity, but also
boosted productivity. The output of coal increased by
more than 37 per cent. From January to October 1960,
the miners throughout the Chinghsi Colliery put forward
nearly 70,000 rationalization proposals; they turned out
nearly a thousand small machines which helped to end or
ease heavy manual labour.

Workers in Management

The Chinghsi miners, like those throughout the
country, participate directly in the management of their
mines. While many have been promoted to leading posts
in the colliery, representatives of the rank and file hold
a regular meeting once every three months to sum up
working experience, discuss proposals for improvement
in production and administration and map out production
plans for the next quarter.

At the same time, around the 20th of every month,
miners of each production group get together to discuss
the next month's production plans. They send the results
of these discussions to their leadership and here they are
carefully considered as the opinions of the men on the
spot. Suitable adjustments are made to the overall plans.
These are then given back to the miners for further dis-
cussion. When general agreement has been reached
through such consultations between rank and file and
leadership, the final plans and targets are fixed and ap-
propriate steps devised to ensure the fulfilment and over-
fulfilment of quotas.

How the miners take part in mapping out production
plans is well illustrated by the story of the search for coal
by miners of Chinghsi’s Dahua pit. Early last year, the
Dahua miners were faced with the fact that, according
to available surveys, their pit had all but exhausted its
coal deposits. What was left was not enough even to ful-
fil an average six months’ quota. Some said that the mine
should be abandoned, but there was a confident rank-
and-file contention that quite a considerable amount of
coal really remained to be mined in the old workings.
Under the leadership of Chiang Lien-sheng, head of the
pit and vice-secretary of the Party branch, everyone was
mobilized to reassess the resources. By calling on the
knowledge of veterans like Lu Teh-ching, who knew con-
ditions in the colliery well, and by conducting intensive
scientific prospecting, enough coal was discovered to
continue mining for more than a year. A production plan
was mapped out accordingly. By the spring the Dahua
miners had overfulfilled their quarterly plan by more
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than 41 per cent. And by November they had overful-
filled their yearly plan by 30 per cent.

In the Chinghsi Colliery, every production team has
men whose responsibility it is to check up on the way its
production plan is being fulfilled, on the movement of
costs of production, on the quality of coal mined, on safety
measures and other aspects of work. They are at the
same time workers and administrative personnel, giving
big help to the regular administrative personnel and the
colliery leadership. With everyone shouldering part of
the responsibility in this way, it is no wonder that many
good rationalization proposals are constantly being put
forward and an all-round leap forward of the whole mine
has resulted.

With the workers participating in the management,
great success has also been achieved in ensuring safety
at work. The Ma Tien-shan team in the Chengzi shafts,
for instance, as a result of the timely adoption of good
proposals, has maintained a remarkable record: not a
single accident in 93 months.

Leading Cadres Among the Masses

Chinghsi’s success in keeping its output graph point-
ing always up is inseparably connected with the fact that
its leading cadres keep in close touch with the masses.
They get down regularly to the working-faces and other
key points of production and discover and solve problems
in good time. Many of the leading cadres here are either
seasoned revolutionaries or advanced workers promoted
to their present posts since liberation. Twenty per cent
of Chinghsi’s cadres went to work with the rank
and file during the whole twelve months of last year,
living, eating, working and discussing problems together
with them. In addition to this, many leading cadres make
it a regular practice to go down to the pits from time to
time to see how coal production is getting along, hold con-
ferences with technicians and veteran miners and tackle
problems on the spot.

Recently, the colliery administration transferred more
than 30 section chiefs and cadres from higher levels to
lead production brigades and strengthen the leadership
at the primary level. “Underground production head-
quarters” have also been set up in the various pits to keep
work going smoothly. These headquarters not only direct
the work on the spot but are equipped to get small repairs
done there underground, so saving a lot of time that was
formerly wasted getting jobs up from underground to pit-
head workshops. Such measures have been warmly ap-
proved by the miners.

The colliery administration has special offices to look
after the welfare of its miners, but leading cadres still
take turns to work in the kitchens and see to it that the
miners not only work well but also eat well and enjoy
proper living conditions.

The Chinghsi miners overfulfilled their production
plans for the first five months of the year, and they are
out to chalk up new records. It is clear we shall be hear-
ing more good news from Chinghsi soon.
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