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ROUND THE WEEK

Good News from the Countryside

News of good harvest continues to
come in from various parts of the land.
Chekiang Province on the east coast
reported last week that eleven produc-
tion brigades under nine people’s com-
munes in Kashing County had brought
about a fundamental change in their
economic conditions after a year’s hard
work. All these were relatively poor
brigades which were either short of
arable land or lacked enough man-
power. Several are in low-lying areas
susceptible to flood and drought.
During the past year, in answer to the
Communist Party's call to develop
agriculture in a big way, commune
members redoubled their efforts with
the aid of the People’s Government.
The result is that all eleven brigades
this year produced 24 per cent more
grain than last year, raised 88 per cent
more pigs and 32 per cent more sheep;
and the output of vegetables and fish
farming also hit a new high. These
successes increased the income of the
commune members by more than 100
per cent. Well satisfied, the peasants
are building new houses, purchasing
new furniture and more farm tools for
an even bigger effort next year.

Up in the northeast, in Kirin Prov-
ince, members of the Tahsingkou
People’s Commune repaired the
damage inflicted by a big flood that
inundated one-fourth of their farm-
land last year, and managed to gather
a harvest that yielded them a net
surplus of 700,000 jin of grain. This
has gone a big way in strengthening
the commune’s economy and improv-
ing its members’ livelihood.

These and many other examples re-
flect the generally encouraging situa-
tion in the countryside today. The
peasants have responded with great
spirit to the call of the Party for a
big farm effort. With the exception
of certain areas which suffered serious
damage from natural calamities, there
is a steady rise in agricultural output,
as well as sideline products and the
output of handicraft goods in general.
This is accompanied by a steady im-
provement too in the life of the
peasants.

Commenting on these reports
Renmin Ribao, the nation's leading
paper, points out in its editorial of
December 2 that these are fresh vic-
tories for the Party’s general line for
building socialism, the big leap and
the people’s communes. “The new
successes,” it says, “have provided not
only rich experience but a material
foundation for striving for a still
greater output next year.”

Pardons to War Criminals

Liu Shao-chi, Chairman of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, last week
issued an order granting pardons to
a group of war criminals of the
Chiang Kai-shek clique and the puppet
“Manchukuo” regime who have
really turned over a new leaf. (The
“Manchukuo” puppet regime was
established by the Japanese invaders
in China’s northeastern provinces in
1932-45.) The order was issued in
accordance with a decision made by
the Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress on December
16.

According to the order, war criminals
of the Chiang Kai-shek clique and
the puppet “Manchukuo” regime who
have been imprisoned for ten years
and who have really shown a change
of heart are to be released; those who
were given death sentences with a
two years’ suspension, of which one
year has passed, and who have shown
a change of heart, may have their
sentences reduced to life imprisonment
or imprisonment for 15 years or more;
those who were sentenced to life im-
prisonment and have served seven
years, and have really shown a change
of heart. may have their sentences
reduced to imprisonment for ten years
or more.

This is the third group of such war
criminals who have been granted
pardons. The first and the second
groups were pardoned in 1959 and
1960 respectively.

In discussing the measure at the
N.P.C. Standing Committee session
many members praised the policy of
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the Chinese Communist Party and
Chairman Mao Tse-tung towards
criminals — that is, the policy of in-

tegrating punishment and leniency,
and of combining reform through
labour and ideological education.

Members of the Standing Committee
pointed out that the fact that these
negative elements of society can be
turned intwo positive shows the great
power of the proletarian dictatorship;
they described it as an expression of
true revolutionary humanitarianism.
Those who have committed a crime
against the people, they pointed out,
will be pardoned so long as they show
a true change of heart and turn over
a new leaf.

More Relieved of Rightist
Designation

More than 370 rightists who have
truly remoulded themselves and turned
over a new leaf have recently been
relieved of the rightist designation by
the central organs of the state and
the various democratic parties. This
is the third group whose rightist
designation was removed. Two other
groups had their “rightist cap”
removed in 1959 and 1960 respectively.

This has been done in accordance
with the decision of the Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Communist
Party and the State Council on mea-
sures regarding rightist elements who

have reformed, adopted on September
16, 1959.

Among those who have been relieved
of the rightist designation are: Chien
Tuan-sheng, Feng Hsueh-feng, Huang
Yao-mien, Hsu Mao-yung, Wu Ching-
chao, Ma Sung-ting, Wu Shao-shu,
Wu Tsu-kuang, Ai Ching, Pai Lang
and Lo Feng.

Shenyang Engineering: Year’s
End Report

As the year draws to a close the
country’s big plants and industrial
centres are reporting on their achieve-
ments in fulfilling their 1961 plans.
Shenyang, the important engineering
centre of northeast China, reports that
for most of its major products its
machine-building industry has over-
fulfilled the year’s targets one month
ahead of schedule. It has manufac-
tured a bigger range of high-quality
equipment for agriculture, mining and
the light industries, the three branches
of the economy which currently claim
the main attention of the nation.

Shenyang has provided the rural
communes in the past 11 months with
more than 30 kinds of equipment,
including machinery for irrigation,
grain processing, power generation
and transport. More than 20 provinces
and suburban farming districts have
received some 15,000 Shenyang pumps,

Installing a Generator

Woodcut by Yang Chun-hui

diesel engines, disc-harrows, ploughs,
insecticide sprayers and about 367,000
spare parts for all kinds of machinery.

Shenyang also sent equipment of 35
types to the nation’s coalmines which
are being expanded on a big scale and
are in the midst of a process of techni-
cal transformation. These included
items needed for every phase of coal
production. Rock drills, pneumatic
picks, mine cars, scraper chain con-
veyers, air compressors, pumps and
items in five other categories alone
added up to 36,000 pieces.

More than 100 new Shenyang
machines have been supplied to the
newly developed artificial fibre in-
dustry. Transport, oil, timber and
steel-rolling enterprises also got their
share of new equipment.

Shenyang’s engineering plants
worked hard to meet the orders sent
in to their plants. The Mining Ma-
chinery Works was asked to turn out
twice as scraper chain con-
veyers as last year for the expanding
mining industry. To do this and
maintain the high standards of quality
set last year was no small task. By
giving it top priority, by improving
the dies used, devising a new forging
machine and raising all-round ef-
ficiency, the works succeeded in com-
pleting more than 90 per cent of its
quota by early December.

many

No effort was spared in supplying
top-notch machines to customers. A
couple of months ago, the Shenyang
Farm Machinery Plant produced a
batch of pumps for the countryside.
They worked well but consumed more
electricity than the stipulated norm.
The pumps were not dispatched until
this defect was righted.

Mutual help between the city's
engineering plants has made a big
contribution to their joint success.
When the Shenyang Compressor
Works' representative, speaking at a
meeting called by the city’s engineer-
ing plants to co-ordinate their efforts,
reported that it did not have enough
equipment for quenching, i.e., rapid
cooling, of crankshafts, the Shenyang
Machinery Works readjusted its own
production plan so that it could do
this job for the Compressor Works.
With this help, the latter was able to
complete in time an urgent delivery
of machines for the light and chemical
fertilizer industries.

Peking Review



Geneva Newsletter

Important Progress at Geneva Conference

by OUR CORRESPONDENT

HE enlarged Geneva Conference, after seven months

of tortuous progress, finally adopted a Draft Declara-

tion on the Neutrality of Laos and a Protocol at its 43rd
restricted meeting held on December 18.

These two documents will be signed and come into
force only when the national coalition government of Laos
is formed and sends its united delegation to the con-
ference. At the same time, a very important question is
still pending settlement, namely, the withdrawal of
SEATO “protection” from Laos. Nevertheless, agreement
on the two documents marks important progress towards
the settlement of the Laotian question by peaceful means.
It was brought about by the combined effort of the Lao-
tian patriotic forces, the socialist countries and other
countries which respect Laotian independence and neu-
trality. It was a major defeat for the U.S. plan to place
Laos under international trusteeship.

If these agreements remain unchanged and finally
come into force, and if the remaining question is settled
in a reasonable way, the necessary international condi-
tions will be provided for the Laotian people to realize
their aspirations for independence and neutrality and the
task of safeguarding peace in Southeast Asia will be
facilitated.

The Neutrality Declaration

The main task of the Geneva Conference is the sign-
ing of a 13-nation declaration undertaking to respect Lao-
tian independence and neutrality. The United States has,
however, made repeated attempts to reduce the value of
this declaration, alleging that it has little significance.
Nevertheless, the December 18 agreement confirms that
the declaration is a major document of permanent ap-
plication whereas the protocol is a document supple-
mentary to the declaration with a specified time limit.
The declaration confirms the principles of respect for the
sovereignty, independence, unity and territorial integrity
of Laos and non-interference in its internal affairs; it
emphasizes the principle of respect for the neutrality of
Laos; it also confirms that all these principles constitute
a basis for the peaceful settlement of the Laotian ques-
tion. It is, besides, a document that confirms the im-
portance of an independent, neutral Laos for the strength-
ening of peace and security in Southeast Asia. The
declaration also lays down a series of explicit and im-
portant undertakings which the participating countries
will pledge themselves to observe. The history of the
last seven years shows that the civil war in Laos was
brought about precisely because the United States violated
these principles and undertakings. It can be said that the
independence and neutrality of Laos and peace and security
in Southeast Asia can be reliably safeguarded only
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when these principles and undertakings are faithfully
observed.

The Protocol

The main points of the protocol appended to the
declaration include: (1) explicit arrangements for ending
foreign military intervention in Laos, and, specifically and
mainly, for enforcing the withdrawal of all foreign troops
and military personnel; (2) reasonable provisions concern-
ing the functions of the International Commission; and (3)
reasonable provisions concerning the functioning of the
International Commission, with particular reference to
the voting procedure in the commission and the relations
between the commission and the 14-nation conference.

As is known the conference long ago reached agree-
ment on the withdrawal of foreign troops and military
personnel but there has been a fierce struggle concerning
the procedure and time limit for withdrawal. The so-
cialist and neutral countries advocated speedy withdrawal
and a definite time limit for it; they held that the routes
and points of withdrawal should be decided by the Lao-
tian Government. The United States, on the contrary,
insisted that operating centres should first be set up on a
big scale in Laos before the withdrawal and that the
routes and points of withdrawal should be decided by the
International Commission. In a nutshell, it intended to
use this withdrawal of foreign troops as a pretext for
imposing an international trusteeship on Laos. The
December 18 agreement, however, provides a specific time
limit for the withdrawal of troops thus ruling out the U.S.
proposal for the widespread establishment of operating
centres. It also stipulates that the routes and points of
withdrawal be decided by the Laotian Government in
consultation with the International Commission.

In addition, the article in the protocol on French
military personnel and military bases in Laos provides
that France may maintain in Laos for a limited period of
time a strictly limited number of military personnel only
as long as the Laotian Government considers it necessary.
French military installations must be handed over to the
Laotian Government. This ruled out the French plan to
keep its military personnel and military bases in Laos
permanently.

The Functions of International Commission

Provisions in the protocol on the functions of the
International Commission have nothing in common with
the U.S. plan to give omnipotent powers to the Interna-
tional Commission. These provisions categorically restrict
the functions of the International Commission to four
aspects: supervision and control of the ceasefire; super-
vision and control of the withdrawal of foreign troops
and military personnel; investigation of cases of violation
of the article prohibiting the entry of foreign troops and
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military personnel into Laos; and assistance to the Royal
Government of Laos in investigating cases of violation of
the article restricting the introduction into Laos of foreign
armaments. These provisions clearly differentiate be-
tween those cases which have already occurred and those
that have not yet occurred, and they explicitly lay down
that decisions with regard to the investigation of the
latter cases shall be made mainly by the Laotian Govern-
ment, thus preventing the realization of U.S. schemes to
abuse the functions and powers of the International Com-
mission in order to encroach upon Laotian sovereignty.

The struggle over the functions of the International
Commission is actually the core of the entire struggle
against the U.S.-French formula for putting Laos under
international trusteeship, a formula that attempted, in the
first place, to arrange for control of the neutrality of Laos,
“freedom” of inspection and the ferreting out of Laotian
national defence secrets. These absurd proposals were
once much noised about in Geneva. Thanks to the
resolute opposition of the Laotian patriotic forces, the
socialist and neutral countries, they have all been thrown
out.

The articles on the work of the International Com-
mission mainly concern voting procedure in the commis-
sion and the relations between the commission and the
14-nation conference. The article concerning voting
procedure provides that decisions of the International
Commission must be unanimously adopted when they
concern questions relating to violations of articles
on the withdrawal of foreign troops, the procedure
of withdrawal, the ban on the introduction of foreign
troops, restrictions on the introduction of arms or on the
question of the ceasefire. It also provides that the con-
clusions on major questions and all recommendations of the
commission shall be adopted unanimously. It is noted that
originally the U.S.-French formula provided that all deci-
sions of the International Commission should be adopted by
majority vote. Later, they again attempted to make adop-
tion by majority vote the main voting principle of the Inter-
national Commission and make adoption by unanimous
vote an exception. The December 18 agreement, how-
ever, confirms the principle of unanimity in adopting
decisions as the main voting principle of the International
Commission. The U.S. scheme to use a numerical majority
to impose its will on others was thus defeated.

On the role of the co-chairmen, the protocol clearly
lays down the relationship between the conference co-
chairmen and the International Commission and provides
that the co-chairmen may at any time make recommen-
dations to the commission exercising general guidance.
The United States has thus failed in its scheme to make
the International Commission independent of the Geneva
Conference so that it can use the commission to intervene
in the domestic affairs of Laos.

Remaining U.S. Stumbling-Blocks

The enlarged Geneva Conference has in the main
finished its work. Today the peaceful settlement of the
Laotian question no longer hinges on the Geneva Con-
ference as it did before; the Laotian situation itself is
again the main centre of attention. In the last few months,
however, new complications have arisen in Laos. The
Washington-backed Nosavan clique is arrogantly and stub-
bornly obstructing the formation of a government of
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national unity in Laos. Much strenuous effort is
still needed before a national coalition government head-
ed by Prince Souvanna Phouma is formed that will
truly adhere to a policy of peace and neutrality and send a
united delegation to participate in the final stage of the
Geneva Conference and sign its agreements.

At the same time, serious difficulties still confront
the Geneva Conference. The United States, which has
suffered many reverses, is now putting up a last-ditch
fight. In the first place, although it has been compelled
to accept the undertakings to respect Laos’ independence
and neutrality and to refrain from interfering in its inter-
nal affairs, and particularly the undertaking not to bring
Laos in any way into any military alliance, it has up till
now refused to put an end to the “protection” imposed
on Laos by the SEATO bloc. If the SEATO bloc is
allowed to continue this “protection,” this will be tan-
tamount to admitting that a solemn international agree-
ment is just a farce. This is absolutely impermissible.
This SEATO “protection” over Laos is diametrically op-
posed to the declaration on Laos’ neutrality and must be
abolished.

Secondly, although the United States was compelled
to withdraw some of its proposed articles on international
trusteeship over Laos, it has chosen this very moment
when an all-round agreement is about to be reached at
the conference, to propose even more pernicious articles
concerning so-called control of the reintegration of the
Laotian army. This is precisely the core of the U.S. plan
to control Laos’ neutrality. The purpose is to utilize the
International Commission to wipe out step by step the
patriotic armed forces led by the Neo Lao Haksat. The
devil of international trusteeship has not yet been
exorcized. But it is not easy for the United States to
achieve at the international conference what it failed to
achieve on the Laotian battlefield. In his speech at the
plenary session of the enlarged Geneva Conference on
December 18, Chang Han-fu, China’s delegate, warned
the United States that it had better renounce this illusion
completely. No country, however powerful it is, he said,
can control the destiny of another nation. The destiny
of Laos, in the last analysis, is in the hands of the Laotians
themselves. “No.matter to what year or month our con-
ference may be dragged, we will never agree to discuss
this question, or, for the sake of this question, to change
in the agreed documents a single sentence, a single word
or a single punctuation mark,” he stressed.

It still remains for the Geneva Conference to remove
the obstacles set up by the United States. There will be
a hard fight before agreement is reached on the question
still remaining. The Chinese delegation has made big
efforts to achieve a peaceful solution of the Laotian ques-
tion and it will continue these efforts to the end. At
the meeting on December 18, Chang Han-fu said that the
Chinese delegation had come here with a sincere desire
for a peaceful settlement of the Laotian question and its
patience in seeking agreement during the conference had
been witnessed by all. He said: “Our good faith can
stand the test of time. It is so in 1961 and will be the
same in 1962. This is because we are convinced that the
Laotian question has no other way out except through a
peaceful settlement. Blackmailing by means of delaying
tactics or threats of renewed fighting will have no effect
on us.”

Peking Review



Documents

Draft Declaration on Neutrality of Laos

Following is the text of the Draft Declaration on
Neutrality of Laos adopted at the enlarged Geneva Con-
ference on Laos at its 43rd restricted meeting on Decem-
ber 18, 1961. — Ed.

THE Governments of the Union of Burma, the Kingdom

of Cambodia, Canada, the People’s Republic of
China, the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam, the Re-
public of France, the Republic of India, the Polish People’s
Republic, the Republic of Viet-Nam, the Kingdom of Thai-
land, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the
United States of America, whose representatives took
part in the international conference on the settlement of
the Laotian question, 1961;

[Taking note of the Statement on the Neutrality of
Laos made by the Royal Government of Laos on . . .
which provides as follows: . . .]

Confirming the principles of respect for the sover-
eignty, independence, unity and territorial integrity of
the Kingdom of Laos and non-interference in its internal
affairs which are embodied in the Geneva Agreements of
1954;

Emphasizing the principle of respect for the neutral-
ity of the Kingdom of Laos;

Agreeing that the above-mentioned principles con-
stitute a basis for the peaceful settlement of the Laotian
question;

Profoundly convinced that the independence and
neutrality of the Kingdom of Laos will assist the peaceful
democratic development of the Kingdom of Laos and the
achievement of national accord and unity in that country,
as well as the strengthening of peace and security in
South-East Asia:

(I) Solemnly declare, in accordance with the will of
the Government and people of the Kingdom of Laos, as
expressed in the Statement on the Neutrality of Laos made
by the Royal Government of Laos on . . . that they rec-
ognize and will respect and observe in every way the
sovereignty, independence, neutrality, unity and terri-
torial integrity of the Kingdom of Laos.

(IT) Undertake, in particular, that

(a) they will not commit or participate in any way
in any act which might directly or indirectly impair the
sovereignty, independence, neutrality, unity or territorial
integrity of the Kingdom of Laos; .

(b) they will not resort to the use or threat of force
or any other measure which might impair the peace of
the Kingdom of Laos;

(c) they will refrain from all direct or indirect inter-
ference in the internal affairs of the Kingdom of Laos;

(d) they will not attach conditions of a political na-
ture to any assistance which they may offer or which the
Kingdom of Laos may seek;

(e) they will not bring the Kingdom of Laos in any
way into any military alliance or any other agreement,
whether military or otherwise, which is inconsistent with
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her neutrality, nor invite or encourage her to enter into
any such alliance or to conclude any such agreement;

(f) they will not introduce into the Kingdom of Laos
foreign troops or military personnel in any form what-
soever, nor will they in any way facilitate or connive at
the introduction of any foreign troops or military per-
sonnel;

(g) they will not establish nor will they in any way
facilitate or connive at the establishment in the Kingdom
of Laos of any foreign military base, foreign strong point
or other foreign military installation of any kind;

(h) they will not use the territory of the Kingdom of
Laos for interference in the internal affairs of other coun-
tries;

(i) they will not use the territory of any country, in-
cluding their own, for interference in the internal affairs
of the Kingdom of Laos.

(ITIT) Appeal to all other states to recognize, respect
and observe in every way the sovereignty, independence
and neutrality, and also the unity and territorial integrity,
of the Kingdom of Laos and to refrain from any action
inconsistent with these principles or with other provisions
of the present declaration.

(IV) Undertake, in the event of a violation or threat
of violation of the sovereignty. independence, neutrality,
unity or territorial integrity of the Kingdom of Laos, to
consult jointly with the Royal Government of Laos and
among themselves in order to consider measures which
might prove to be necessary to ensure the observance of
these principles and the other provisions of the present
declaration.

(V) The present declaration shall enter into force on
signature and together with the Statement on the Neu-
trality of Laos made by the Royal Government of Laos
on. . . shall be regarded as constituting an international
agreement. The present declaration shall be deposited in
the archives of the Governments of the United Kingdom
and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, which shall
furnish certified copies thereof to the other signatory
states and to all the other states of the world.

In witness whereof, the undersigned plenipotentiaries
have signed the present declaration.

Done in two copies in Geneva this. . . day of 1961 in
the English, Chinese, French, Laotian and Russian lan-
guages, each text being equally authoritative.

(According to the explanation given by the drafting
committee in presenting the text of the declaration, “the
square brackets in the second preambular paragraph of
the text of the declaration provide for the insertion in the
final text of:

a) the Statement on the Neutrality of Laos made by
the Royal Government of Laos;

b) an expression of the attitude of the 13 other par-
licipants in the International Conference for the Settle-
ment of the Laotian Question to the Statement on the
Neutrality of Laos made by the Royal Government of
Laos.”)



Protocol to the Declaration
On the Neutrality of Laos

Following is the text of the Protocol to the Declara-
tion on the Neutrality of Laos adopted by the enlarged
Geneva Conference on Laos at its 43rd restricted meeting
on December 18, 1961. — Ed.

THE Governments of the Union of Burma, the Kingdom
of Cambodia, Canada, the People’s Republic of China,
the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, the Republic of
France, the Republic of India, the Kingdom of Laos, the
Polish People’s Republic, the Republic of Viet Nam, the
Kingdom of Thailand, the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
publics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and the United States of America;

Having regard to the Declaration on the Neutrality
of Laos of . .. 1961;

Have agreed as follows:

Article One
For the purposes of this Protocol

(a) The term “foreign military personnel” shall in-
clude members of foreign military missions, foreign
military advisers, experts, instructors, consultants, techni-
cians, observers and any other foreign military persons,
including those serving in any armed forces in Laos, and
foreign civilians connected with the supply, maintenance,
storing and utilization of war materials;

(b) The term ‘“the Commission” shall mean the
International Commission for Supervision and Control in
Laos set up by virtue of the Geneva Agreements of 1954
and composed of the representatives of Canada, India and
Poland, with the representative of India as chairman;

(¢) The term “the Co-Chairmen” shall mean the Co-
Chairmen of the International Conference for the Settle-
ment of the Laotian Question, 1961, and their successors
in the offices of Her Britannic Majesty’s Principal Secre-
tary of State for Foreign Affairs and Minister for Foreign
Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics respec-
tively;

(d) The term “the members of the Conference” shall
mean the governments of countries which took part in

the International Conference for the Settlement of the
Laotian Question, 1961.

Article Two

All foreign regular and irregular troops, foreign para-
military formations and foreign military personnel shall
be withdrawn from Laos in the shortest time possible and
in any case the withdrawal shall be completed not later
than thirty days after the Commission has notified the
Royal Government of Laos that in accordance with Arti-
cles Three and Ten of this Protocol its inspection teams are
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present at all points of withdrawal from Laos. These
points shall be determined by the Royal Government of
Laos in accordance with Article Three within thirty days
after the entry into force of this Protocol. The inspection
teams shall be present at these points and the Commis-
sion shall notify the Royal Government of Laos thereof
within fifteen days after the points have been determined.

Article Three

The withdrawal of foreign regular and irregular troops,
foreign para-military formations and foreign military
personnel shall take place only along such routes and
through such points as shall be determined by the Royal
Government of Laos in consultation with the Commission.
The Commission shall be notified in advance of the point
and time of all such withdrawals.

Article Four

The introduction of foreign regular and irregular
troops, foreign para-military formations and foreign
military personnel into Laos is prohibited.

Article Five

Note is taken that the French and Laotian Govern-
ments will conclude as soon as possible an arrangement
to transfer the French military installations in Laos to
the Royal Government of Laos.

If the Laotian Government considers it necessary, the
French Government may as an exception leave in Laos
for a limited period of time a precisely limited number
of French military instructors for the purpose of training
the armed forces of Laos.

The French and Laotian Governments shall inform
the members of the Conference, through the Co-Chairmen,
of their agreement on the question of the transfer of the
French military installations in Laos and of the employ-
ment of French military instructors by the Royal Gov-
ernment of Laos.

Article Six

The introduction into Laos of armaments, munitions
and war material generally, except such quantities of con-
ventional armaments as the Royal Government of Laos
may consider necessary for the national defence of Laos,
is prohibited.

Article Seven

All foreign military persons and civilians, captured
or interned during the course of hostilities in Laos shall
be released within thirty days after the entry into force
of this Protocol and handed over by the Royal Government
of Laos to the representatives of the governments of the
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countries of which they are nationals in order that they
may proceed to the destination of their choice.

Article Eight

The Co-Chairmen shall periodically receive reports
from the Commission. In addition the Commission shall
immediately report to the Co-Chairmen any violations or
threats of violations of this Protocol, all significant steps
which it takes in pursuance of this Protocol, and also
any other important information which may assist the
Co-Chairmen in carrying out their functions. The Com-
mission may at any time seek help from the Co-Chairmen
in the performance of its duties, and the Co-Chairmen
may at any time make recommendations to the Commis-
sion exercising general guidance.

The Co-Chairmen shall circulate the reports and any
other important information from the Commission to the
members of the Conference.

The Co-Chairmen shall exercise supervision over the
observance of this Protocol and the Declaration on the
Neutrality of Laos.

The Co-Chairmen will keep the members of the Con-
ference constantly informed and when appropriate will
consult with them.

Article Nine
The Commission shall, with the concurrence of the

Royal Government of Laos, supervise and control the
cease-fire in Laos.

The Commission shall exercise these functions in full
cooperation with the Royal Government of Laos and
within the framework of the cease-fire agreement or cease-
fire arrangements made by the three political forces in
Laos, or the Royal Government of Laos. It is understood
that responsibility for the execution of the cease-fire shall
rest with the three parties concerned and with the Royal
Government of Laos after its formation.

Article Ten

The Commission shall supervise and control the with-
drawal of foreign regular and irregular troops, foreign
para-military formations and foreign military personnel.
Inspection teams sent by the Commission for these pur-
poses shall be present for the period of the withdrawal
at all points of withdrawal from Laos determined by the
Royal Government of Laos in consultation with the Com-
mission in accordance with Article Three of this Protocol.

Article Eleven

The Commission shall investigate cases where there
are reasonable grounds for considering that a violation
of the provisions of Article Four of this Protocol has
occurred.

It is understood that in the exercise of this function
the Commission is acting with the concurrence of the
Royal Government of Laos. It shall carry out its in-
vestigations in full cooperation with the Royal Govern-
ment of Laos and shall immediately inform the Co-
Chairmen of any violations or threats of violations of
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Axticle Four, and also ol all significant steps which 1t
es in pursuance of this Article in accordance with
Article Eight.

Article Twelve

The Commission shall assist the Royal Government
of Laos in cases where the Royal Government of Laos
considers that a violation of Article Six of this Protocol
may have taken place. This assistance will be rendered at
the request of the Royal Government of Laos and in full
cooperation with it.

Article Thirteen

The Commission shall exercise its functions under
this Protocol in close cooperation with the Royal Govern-
ment of Laos. It is understood that the Royal Govern-
ment of Laos at all levels will render the Commission all
possible assistance in the performance by the Commission
of these functions and also will take all necessary measures
to ensure the security of the Commission and its inspec-
tion teams during their activities in Laos.

Article Fourteen

The Commission functions as a single organ of the
International Conference for the Settlement of the Laotian
Question, 1961. The members of the Commission will
work harmoniously and in cooperation with each other
with the aim of solving all questions within the terms of
reference of the Commission.

Decisions of the Commission on questions relating
to violations of Articles Two, Three, Four and Six of this
Protocol or of the cease-fire referred to in Article Nine.
conclusions on major questions sent to the Co-Chairmen
and all recommendations by the Commission shall be
adopted unanimously. On other questions, including
procedural questions, and also questions relating to the
initiation and carrying out of investigations (Article
Fifteen), decisions of the Commission shall be adopted
by majority vote.

Article Fifteen

In the exercise of its specific functions which are
laid down in the relevant articles of this Protocol the
Commission shall conduct investigations (directly or by
sending inspection teams), when there are reasonable
grounds for considering that a violation has occurred.
These investigations shall be carried out at the request of
the Royal Government of Laos or on the initiative of the
Commission, which is acting with the concurrence of the
Royal Government of Laos.

In the latter case decisions on initiating and carrying
out such investigations shall be taken in the Commission
by majority vote.

The Commission shall submit agreed reports on in-
vestigations in which differences which may emerge be-
tween members of the Commission on particular questions
may be expressed.

The conclusions and recommendations of the Commis-
sion resulting from investigations shall be adopted unani-
mously.



Article Sixteen

For the exercise of its functions the Commission shall,
as necessary, set up inspection teams, on which the three
member-states of the Commission shall be equally rep-
resented. Each member-state of the Commission shall
ensure the presence of its own representatives both on
the Commission and on the inspection teams, and shall
promptly replace them in the event of their being unable
to perform their duties.

It is understood that the dispatch ol inspection teams
to carry out various specific tasks takes place with the
concurrence of the Royal Government of Laos. The
points to which the Commission and its inspection teams
go for the purposes of investigation and their length of
stay at those points shall be determined in relation to the
requirements of the particular investigation.

Article Seventeen

The Commission shall have at its disposal the means
of communication and transport required for the per-
formance of its duties. These as a rule will be provided
to the Commission by the Royal Government of Laos for
payment on mutually acceplable terms, and those which
the Royal Government of Laos cannot provide will be
acquired by the Commission from other sources. It is
understood that the means of communication and trans-
port will be under the administrative control of the Com-
mission.

Article Eighteen

The costs of the operations of the Commission shall
be borne by the members of the Conference in accordance
with the provisions of this Article.

(a) The Governments of Canada, India and Poland
shall pay the personal salaries and allowances of their
nationals who are members of their delegations to the
Commission and its subsidiary organs.

(b) The primary responsibility for the provision of
accommodation for the Commission and its subsidiary
organs shall rest with the Royal Government of Laos,
which shall also provide such other local services as may
be appropriate. The Commission shall charge to the fund

referred o 1n sub-paragraph (¢) below any local expenses
not borne by the Royal Government of Laos.

(c) All other capital or running expenses incurred
by the Commission in the exercise of its functions shall
be met from a fund to which all the members of the
Conference shall contribute in the following proportions:

The Governments of the People’s Republic of China,
France, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the
United Kingdom and the United States of America shall
contribute 17.6 per cent each.

The Governments of Burma, Cambodia, the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam, Laos, the Republic of Viet Nam
and Thailand shall contribute 1.5 per cent each.

The Governmenis of Canada, India and Poland as

members of the Commission shall contribute 1 per cent
each.

Article Nineteen

The Co-Chairmen shall at any time, if the Royal Gov-
ernment of Laos so requests, and in any case not later
than three years after the entry into force of this Protocol,
present a report with appropriate recommendations on
the question of the termination of the Commission to the
members of the Conference for their consideration. Before
making such a report the Co-Chairmen shall hold consulta-
tions with the Royal Government of Laos and the Com-
mission.

Article Twenty

This Protocol shall enter into force on signature.

It shall be deposited in the archives of the Govern-
ments of the United Kingdom and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics. which shall furnish certified copies
thereof to the other signatory states and to all other states
of the world.

In witness whereof, the undersigned plenipotentiaries
have signed this Protocol.

Done in two copies in Geneva this . . . day . 1961
in the English, Chinese, French, Laotian and Russian
languages. each text being equally authoritative.

Statement of the Chinese Government

Following s the Chinese government statement
issued on December 19, 1961, in support of India’s recovery
of Goa. — Ed.

N December 18, 1961 the Indian Government an-
nounced the dispatch of its troops into Goa to termi-

nate Portuguese colonial rule over Goa. Goa is an in-
alienable part of India’s territory. To oppose colonialism
and safeguard national independence and the unity of
their country, the Indian people have for a long time
been demanding the recovery of Goa and have waged an
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unremitting struggle for this purpose. The action of the
Indian Government in recovering Goa reflects the just
demand of the Indian people. The Chinese Government
and people express their resolute support for it.

The colonial rule of the Portuguese colonialists over
India’s Goa has already lasted over 400 years. After
India attained independence, the Indian Government has
repeatedly proposed to settle the Goa question by peace-
ful means, but has each time met with the unreasonable
refusal of the Portuguese authorities. Even now the
Portuguese authorities are still attempting to use force
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to prevent the return of Goa to India. All this proves
that imperialism and colonialism will never of their own
accord abandon their colonial rule and interests. Only
by waging resolute struggles can the people in various
countries drive out imperialism and colonialism from
their own soil and win genuine independence and freedom

What calls for serious attention is that the imperial-
1st powers headed by the United States of America openly
oppose and unjustifiably censure the Indian people’s just
demand for recovering Goa and support continued Por-
tuguese occupation of Goa. Apart from taking separate
diplomatic moves, the imperialist powers have lined up
to use the United Nations Security Council to pressurize
India in a strenuous attempt to obstruct India’s effort to
recover Goa. This shows that at the present time, when

the United Nations 1s controlled by the imperialist powers
headed by the United States, it is sheer illusion to wish
that the United Nations would make the old and new
colonialists abandon their colonial rule in various parts
of the world

The Chinese people and Government have consistently
given active support to the Asian, African and Latin
American peoples in their just struggles to oppose impe-
rialism and colonialism and to win and safeguard na-
tional independence and state sovereignty. Such strug-
gles are not only an important factor in defence of world
peace, they are also a very powerful support to the Chi-
nese people who are resolutely opposing the occupation
of China’s territory Taiwan by U.S. imperialism.

China Supports India’s Recovery of Goa

Following is a translation of the “Renmin Ribao"
editorial published on December 20, 1961. — Ed.

N the morning of December 18, states an Indian

government announcement, Indian troops entered
Goa, Daman and Diu, Indian territories long occupied by
the Portuguese colonialists. The next day the Chinese
Government issued a statement declaring the firm support
of the Chinese Government and people for this action of
the Indian Government and people in recovering their
territory.

Goa, Daman and Diu have always been a part of
Indian territory. The Portuguese colonialists invaded and
occupied these places some 400 years ago and turned them
into bases for plunder and aggression in Asia. Even after
India gained independence, the Portuguese colonialists.
with the support of U.S. imperialism, continued to stick
stubbornly to their colonialist stand. and attempted to
hold these places permanently by force. Only recently, in
a letter to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
the Salazar government continued to defend its colonial
rule in Goa. These facts show that the colonialists will
on no account quit places they have occupied or relinquish
their colonial interests of their own accord. The only way
to overthrow colonial rule, to win genuine independence
and freedom, and to preserve national sovereignty and
territorial integrity is to wage a resolule struggle against
imperialism and colonialism. The resolute action which
the Indian people have taken to recover their territory of
Goa was absolutely necessary and just.

What warrants attention 1s the hostile stand taken
by the imperialists and colonialists headed by the United
States with regard to India’s recovery of Goa. They did
their best to prevent India from taking military action to
recover Goa. After India announced its march on Goa,
the United States went so far as to support Portugal’s
charges against India in the U.N. Security Council. In
accusing India, U.S. delegate Stevenson even described
her action as a “departure from the U.N. Charter.” declar-
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ing that such “winds of change must not be allowed.”
U.S. imperialism and its followers are now plotting to use
the signboard of the United Nations to interfere with and
sabotage the Indian people’s recovery of their own terri-
tory. All this fully demonstrates that the U.S. neo-
colonialists and the old colonialists are birds of a feather.
While they themselves are free to resort to military force.
and even the use of the U.N. flag, to carry out aggression
and repression, they will never allow the oppressed nations
and the peoples suffering from aggression to wage a war
of liberation. No oppressed nation or people suffering
aggression can ever count on the U.S.-manipulated United
Nations to back up their efforts for independence and
liberation.

It is well known that the United States, through the
military agreement it signed with Portugal in 1951, has
turned India’s Goa into its military base in the Indian
Ocean. In 1955, the late U.S. Secretary of State Dulles
declared his open support for the Portuguese occupation
of Goa. It is precisely by relying on U.S. support that the
Portuguese colonialists have dared to show their hostility
to the Indian people.

The Chinese people have consistently and actively
supported the Indian people’s struggle to recover Goa,
and the struggles of the Asian and African peoples for
independence and freedom. They have regarded these
struggles as a powerful support to their own steadfast
struggle to liberate their territory of Taiwan

We have always maintained that the aggressive forces
headed by U.S. imperialism are the common enemy of the
Asian and African peoples. In face of this common enemy.
the Asian and African peoples should handle their mutual
relations in accordance with the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence and in the spirit of mutual understanding and
mutual accommodation, strengthen their co-operation and
solidarity and intensify their joint struggle against im-
perialism and colonialism to defend national independence
and world peace.
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At the World Peace Council

The Way to Defend World Peace

by LIAO CHENG-CHIH

) To defend world peace, we must rely on the broad masses, on a blow-for-
' blow struggle against imperialism and on the unity of all the peace forces.

Following is the text of the speech made on December
16, 1961, by Liao Cheng-chih, head of the Chinese delega-
tion, at the Stockholm session of the World Peace Council.
Title is ours. — Ed.

Friends,

We have listened with great interest to the report made
by our friend, Professor Bernal. Permit me on behalf of the
Chinese people to express our deep respects for our friends
who devote themselves to the cause of peace. We of the
Chinese delegation also wish to express our gratitude to
our hospitable Swedish friends, the hosts of our meeting.

The situation unfolding before us is extremely favour-
able for the defence of peace.

The mass movement of the people of all lands in
their fight against the imperialist arms drive and war
preparations and in defence of world peace has broadened
and penetrated into every corner of the six continents.
The movement in defence of world peace is shackling the
war maniacs, and making a great contribution to the
preservation of world peace.

The national-liberation movement in Asia, Africa
and Latin America is a mighty force in the struggle
against imperialism and in defence of world peace.

In Asia, the Laotian people, striving to achieve
independence, peace, neutrality and unity for their coun-
try, are firmly resisting U.S. aggression and military
encroachment. The broad masses of the people in south
Viet Nam are successfully waging a struggle of self-
defence against U.S. imperialist aggression and interven-
tion. The struggle of the south Korean people against
the United States and the militarist-fascist rule of its
lackeys, the movement of the Indonesian people for the
recovery of West Irian, the patriotic struggle of the Japa-
nese people against U.S. imperialism and the struggle of
the Arab people against the CENTO and Israel, the tool
of imperialism. are all growing in strength with each day
that passes.

In Africa, the heroic Algerian people have time and
again smashed the imperialist conspiracies and machina-
tions to force the Algerian revolution to stop in mid-
course, and are persevering in their protracted armed
struggle. The people of the Congo are continuing their
forward march, holding -high the banner of Patrice
Lumumba. The armed struggles of the peoples of Angola
and Kamerun are daily gaining momentum. The voice
of the peoples in Central and East Africa demanding
independence resounds louder than ever before. The
mass movement of the South African people against
racial discrimination is deepening. The people of
the newly arisen independent African countries of
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Ghana, Guinea and Mali are constantly achieving new
successes in their struggle to consolidate their national in-
dependence and eliminate the vestiges of colonialism. Only
a few days ago, Tanganyika too attained independence.

In Latin America, the Cuban people, safeguarding the
fruits of their revolution, have valiantly defeated U.S.
military invasion and successively frustrated its subversive
activities. The Cuban revolution is a brilliant example
fo the people of the rest of Latin America. In Brazil,
Argentina, Venezuela, Ecuador, the Dominican Republic
as well as in many other countries, the national and
democratic movements against U.S. enslavement and its
interference in the internal affairs of Latin American
countries are spreading far and wide.

We, the Chinese people, resolutely support the Asian,
African and Latin American peoples in their struggle
against imperialism. Allow me on behalf of the Chinese
people to express our militant salutations to our brothers
in Asia, Africa and Latin America.

The struggle being waged recently by the people of
Britain and West Germany against nuclear weapons and
foreign military bases is encouraging. So, in the name
of the Chinese people, let me extend warm greetings to
the peace partisans of Western Europe, North America.
and Australasia.

Friends, world peace 1is still being seriously
threatened and the danger of a new world war still exists.
To defend world peace most effectively, we need to
heighten our vigilance and continuously expose U.S. im-
perialism, the most vicious enemy of peace.

Facts prove that the United States has long since
become the biggest militarist-imperialist country in the
world. Even Eisenhower has admitted that the U.S. Gov-
ernment is under the control of an immense military
establishment and a large arms industry exerting a force
of hundreds of millions of dollars which is hard to
visualize. The recent interview given by Kennedy to
Adzhubei, Editor of the Soviet newspaper Izvestia, has
exposed even more nakedly U.S. imperialism’s unbridled
ambitions for aggression and enslavement of the world.

In that interview Kennedy demonstrated that on
many pressing international questions of today, he
clings obstinately to the reactionary stand of imperialism
and refuses to budge an inch. On the German ques-
tion, he insisted on the unification of Germany on
his own terms and the continued occupation of West
Berlin by the Western powers. On the question of
disarmament and cessation of nuclear tests, he insisted
on so-called “effective inspection” before the question
could be considered. On the Cuban question, he held fast
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to the policy of intervention and aggression against Cubu.
On the Laotian question, he sought to turn Laos into a
protectorate of U.S. imperialism. He made it clear that
only when all these demands were satisfied would the
United States begin to consider the question of improving
Soviet-American relations.

Furthermore, Kennedy set forth two terms for what
he called “peace for 20 years.” In essence, these terms
mean: if you want peace, you must not carry out revolu-
tions, nor support any revolution. This means that he
wants to subject the peoples of the capitalist world, com-
prising two-thirds of the world’s population, to permanent
enslavement and domination by imperialism and colo-
nialism; that he wants to change the social system of the
socialist countries in Eastern Europe and, of course, also
those in Asia; that he wants the total liquidation of the
socialist camp so that the Soviet Union will stand com-
pletely alone in an imperialist encirclement as it did 20
years ago.

It is crystal clear that if these terms and Kennedy's
wishful thinking were realized darkness would prevail in
all countries and everywhere on earth, and world peace
would disappear into thin air. What would be left then
is not genuine peaceful coexistence but domination by
U.S. imperialism.

It can thus be seen that U.S. imperialism is the most
ferocious and most cunning enemy of the peace-loving
peoples of the world, that the Kennedy Administration
can only be worse and not better than the Eisenhower
Administration. No peace partisan, no righteous person will
harbour any illusions about such a ferocious enemy of peace.

The socialist countries have consistently striven for
peaceful coexistence among countries with different social
systems on the basis of the Five Principles. Despite the
fact that the Kennedy Administration also talks about
peaceful coexistence, the kind of peaceful coexistence it
wants is one which would maintain intact and per-
manently the rule of imperialism and colonialism with
U.S. imperialism as the world’s supreme overlord. In
order to compel the U.S. imperialists to accept peace-
ful coexistence, it is necessary to mobilize the masses,
to arouse them to vigorous action and to wage
a protracted, repeated and hard struggle against imperial-
ism. Such beliefs as that agreement can be reached with
the imperialists and peaceful coexistence can be realized
without relying on the people and without struggle will
only serve to demoralize the fighting will of the people
and damage the cause of world peace.

Here, we want to point out emphatically that the
struggle between the oppressed nations on the one hand
and imperialism and colonialism on the other is a life-
and-death struggle. It is difficult to bring about peaceful
coexistence between the oppressed nations and imperial-
ism and colonialism. So long as the imperialist and
colonialist system is not completely smashed, the struggle
of the oppressed nations for emancipation will not cease
for a single moment.

We always maintain that international disputes should
as far as possible be settled through peaceful negotiations
and a resort to force avoided wherever possible. However,
as is evident to all, Kennedy does not have the slightest
sincerity for negotiation. On the one hand he has
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expressed his desire for negotiations; on the other hand,
he has openly asserted: “The hard facts of the matter
are that the real roots of the Soviet-American conflict
cannot be easily settled by negotiations. Our basic national
interests and their basic national interests clash. . : :
No negotiations can end those differences.” These words
of Kennedy's, as a negative example, are very instructive.

We are of the opinion that, in the struggle against
imperialism, we should be prepared to use two methods.
On the one hand, we should try our best to settle inter-
national disputes through negotiation; on the other hand
we must mobilize the masses to wage all kinds of blow-
for-blow struggles against imperialism.

The settlement of international disputes through
peaceful negotiations by no means implies that major
international problems can be solved by relying only on
negotiations among a few big powers. Major interna-
tional problems must be jointly solved by the peoples of
the world and by the nations of the world, big or
small, strong or weak. The idea of one country — the
United States —dominating the world is extremely pre-
posterous and can never be realized. The idea of a few big
countries straightening out international problems without
respecting the opinion of small countries is also wrong
and can never be realized. Every nation, be it big or
small, strong or weak, is independent and enjoys equal
rights. The days when a few big powers could control
the destiny of the world are gone.

Because of manipulations by the United States, China
is still being deprived of its legitimate rights in the United
Nations. Here [ express gratitude to all friends who
stand for restoring China’s legitimate rights in the United
Nations and expelling the Chiang Kai-shek clique from
that organization.

Regarding the United Nations we are sometimes told
that the conditions of American control over the United
Nations have changed and that it is possible to solve all
international problems through the U.N. The platform
of the UN. has been used by the socialist countries
to play some part in exposing the imperialists, and in the
past several years many newly independent countries
have entered the United Nations. However, this does
not change the fact that the United Nations is still
manipulated by the United States. At this very moment
the United States is actively utilizing the United Nations
as a tool to carry out its neo-colonialist policies in Africa.
It is precisely due to intervention by the United States
and its vassals in the Congo conducted under the banner
of the United Nations that the Congolese national hero,
Lumumba, was criminally assassinated, that today the
Congolese people are still divided, drenched in blood and
suffering untold miseries. The General Declaration of
the Executive Committee Meeting of the Afro-Asian Peo-
ple’s Solidarity Organization held recently in Gaza
points out: “So long as the United Nations Organization
remains in its present structure and composition, it is
incapable of fulfilling its responsibility, and is being used
as an instrument of the imperialists.” We fully endorse
this statement.

General disarmament is a question which very much
concerns our friends. It is also the common desire of all
peoples. Although the peace-loving people have striven
for the realization of general disarmament, we are still a
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long way off from 1t. Why? The basic reason for this is that
the imperialists can only maintain their rule by force.

Innumerable facts have shown that the United States.
while preparing for an all-out world war, is also preparing
for local and limited wars; it also wants to engage in
reactionary civil wars of a subversive type. The U.S.
imperialists have no sincerity for achieving disarmament :
they are obstinately opposed to it. Hence, in order to
realize general disarmament, it is necessary to wage an
active and resolute struggle against the imperialist forces
of aggression.

In order to defend world peace, we must mobilize
the peoples of the world into the united front against U.S.
imperialist policies of war and aggression and for the
defence of world peace. This united front is a very broad
one. It includes workers, peasants, the petty bourgeoisie,
the national bourgeoisie and all other peace-loving people,
constituting over 90 per cent of the world’s population.
It is evident that the workers, peasants and the oppressed
nations -are the basic forces in this movement. If our
peace movement does not rely on these basic forces
and lacks the courage to reflect the demands of the
basic masses, but, instead, continuously accommodates
itself to imperialism, then our peace movement is
bound to alienate itself from the broad masses and
become powerless. It can thus be seen that there are two
different paths in the peace movement: either to rely on
the masses while uniting with personalities of the upper
layers of society. or to rely solely on a small number of
personalities of the upper layers of society while ignoring
the broad masses of the people. It is obvious that the im-
perialists would only be too happy to see our peace
movement alienated from the masses.

The socialist countries always sympathize with and
support the peace movements of the people of various
countries. The peaceful foreign policy of the socialist
countries is conducive to the growth of the peace move-
ment. However, the peace movement is a mass move-
ment, a movement of the people. The peace movement
should not be required to follow every step in the diplo-
matic moves of this or that country. This is a plain truth
which calls for no further explanation.

Our peace movement is not an isolated one. It is
closely linked with the national-liberation movement, the
socialist camp and the international workers’ movement.
By relying on the combined efforts of these four forces.
a world war can be prevented.

The national-liberation movement of the oppressed
nations is shaking the very foundations of imperialism

The Way to Deal with Imperialism

and disintegrating the colonialist system. The greater the
victories of the national-liberation movement, the more
will the imperialist forces be weakened and the more
difficult will it be for the imperialist camp to carry
through its policies of war and aggression; consequently,
world peace will become more secure. It is clear then
that the national-liberation movement is of enormously
great significance for the relaxation of international ten-
sion and the defence of world peace. To regard the national-
liberation movement as running counter to the peace
movement is obviously wrong and extremely harmful.
There is no doubt that all who cherish peace do give their
praise and support to the national-liberation movement

Friends in Asia, Africa and Latin America have been
considering and discussing the convening of a people’s
solidarity conference of the three continents. The recent
Executive Committee meeting of the Afro-Asian People’s
Solidarity Organization in Gaza has decided unanimously
that the anti-imperialist organizations of these three con-
tinents should jointly sponsor such a conference so as to
broaden the struggle there against imperialism and
colonialism and for complete independence and the
defence of world peace. The Chinese people warmly
support this proposal of the Gaza meeting. We appeal
to all who cherish peace to join in support of this proposal.

The socialist camp, comprising 12 socialist countries.
is the powerful bulwark for the defence of world peace.
The unity of the socialist camp, the unity between the
peoples of the socialist countries and the oppressed na-
tions, the unity of the peoples throughout the world are
the fundamental guarantees for the realization of lasting
peace. Imperialism, the enemy of peace, has always hated
our unity and is doing everything possible to disrupt this
unity. U.S. imperialism, confronted with mounting op-
position from the people all over the world, is finding
itsell in an increasingly difficult situation. That is why
it is trying harder than ever to sow dissension and split
the unity among the peoples. We must take the strength-
ening and consolidating of unity as our inescapable duty.
We are confident that all who sincerely cherish peace will
approve the idea of strengthening unity.

Friends! The Chinese people ardently love peace;
they wish to join hands with all peace-loving peoples of
the world in the struggle against U.S. imperialism, the
biggest enemy of world peace, and for lasting world peace.

Friends! Let us unite still more closely and carry
forward our struggle with redoubled efforts. Lasting
peace will triumph'

BLOW FOR BLOW

The Executive Committee of the Afro-Asian People’s
Solidarity Organization recently met in Gaza, Palestine.
The Chinese delegation headed by Liao Cheng-chih and
Liu Ning-I, Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Chinese
Committee for Afro-Asian Solidarity, was among the
hundred-odd delegates and observers present from 40
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countries. Youssef Sebai, Secretary-General of the Per-
manent Secretariat of the Afro-Asian People’s Solidarity
Organization, presented the main report. The questions of
intensifying the struggle against imperialism and doing
away with colonialism were discussed as well as organiza-
tional matters. A general declaration and several relevant
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resolutions were adopted. Following s a report of the
speech delivered by the head of the Chinese delegation,
Liao Cheng-chih, at the session on December 9, 1961. — Ed.

N the name of the Chinese delegation, Liao Cheng-chih

indicated agreement with the report given by Youssef
Sebai on behalf of the Secretariat and expressed satisfac-
tion with the work done by the Secretariat since the
council session in Bandung in April 1961. He said that
all the problems examined at the current session of the
Executive Committee were problems of great urgency and
importance.

All Imperialists and Colonialists Are Our Enemies

“We people of Asia and Africa,” Liao Cheng-chih
said, “have long been exploited and oppressed by imperial-
ism and colonialism. Colonialists, whether new or old,
and imperialists, whether powerful or weak, whether
resorting to piratical armed aggression or hypocritical
deceit and coaxing, whether carrying out direct interven-
tion in their own name or in the name of the League of
Nations in the past or the United Nations of today — all
aim at bullying us people, trampling upon our sovereignty,
interfering in our internal affairs, plundering our riches
and even imposing colonial rule upon us. All imperialists
and colonialists are therefore enemies of the Afro-Asian
peoples.

“Although the powerful national-liberation move-
ments have dealt them blow after blow, they are still
putting up a frantic and desperate struggle. Old colonial-
ists like Britain, France, Belgium, Portugal and the Nether-
lands, while carrying out armed suppression of the
national-liberation movements, are playing all kinds of
new tricks, The U.S. neo-colonialists are also sharpening
their double-dealing tactics of deceit and suppression. All
of them pursue the same aim: to prevent the national-
liberation movements from surging ahead.”

U.S. Neo-Colonialism — Sworn Enemy of the Peoples

Pointing out that U.S. neo-colonialism is the most
vicious enemy of the peoples of all countries, Liao Cheng-
chih stressed that “events of the last eight months have
further shown that the Kennedy Administration is doing
evil everywhere in Asia and Africa and is stubbornly
hostile to the peoples of these two continents. It
spares no effort in carrying out its policies of war and
aggression and creating tension. It harbours bitter hatred
towards the national-liberation movement in Asia and
Africa where it is trying hard to supplant the old
colonialists.”

“At present,” he continued, “the U.S. imperialists’
aggressive and grasping hands are reaching out to every
corner of Asia and Africa, seriously menacing peace and
security on these two continents. It has stepped up its
aggression and intervention in Laos and in the southern
part of Viet Nam, continues to occupy China’s territory
of Taiwan and eggs on the reactionaries of south Korea
and Japan to organize the so-called Northeast Asia military
alliance. It has penetrated into and is trying to seize the
Congo, supports the old colonialists in suppressing the
national-liberation movements in Algeria and Angola and
is actively preparing a new invasion of Cuba. A look at
these U.S. activities is enough to show that the Kennedy
Administration is in no way better, but is worse than the
Eisenhower Administration —it is more cunning, more
aggressive and more adventurist.”
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“Only by joining hands and waging a blow-lor-blow
struggle against its policies of war and aggression can we,
the oppressed peoples of Asia and Africa and the world,
win national liberation and achieve complete indepen-
dence,” the speaker emphasized.

True and False Friends

Dealing with the question of distinguishing between
true and false friends, Liao Cheng-chih said: “In order
to push through its neo-colonialist policies, U.S. imperial-
ism has been taking into its service such notorious traitors
of Asian and African countries as Ngo Dinh Diem, Mobutu
and lkeda, to name but a few. But these old running dogs
have long become discredited and are so unpopular that
they are becoming ever less effective in their role. U.S.
imperialism is now eagerly buying up and making use of
new agents to serve its aggressive policies. In our strug-
gle against imperialism and new and old colonialism, it is
of the utmost importance to find out through practice who
are our true friends and who are our false friends.”

He pointed out that U.S. imperialism resorts to in-
timidation through its policy of war, attempting to prevent
people from supporting the national-liberation movements
and force them into compromises with or concessions
to imperialism. *“We must be vigilant against these
U.S. imperialist intrigues,” he emphasized. “We Chinese
people share the same destiny as the other peoples of
Asia and Africa; we share the same joys and sorrows. We
are resolutely opposed to the imperialists’ policies of war
and aggression and consider it our sacred internationalist
duty to support the oppressed people and nations in their
struggle against imperialism and colonialism. We regard
their struggle as an immense support to the socialist
construction of our country. In the long years of past
struggle, our people have never entertained any illusions
about imperialism and we shall never do so in the future
either. Against imperialism, we must wage a blow-for-
blow struggle. This is the conclusion drawn from the
common experience of our revolution and those of many
other Afro-Asian countries.”

Successes Through Struggle

“We are happy to note that the national-liberation
movements of Asia and Africa have scored great successes
and many countries have achieved independence,” Liao
Cheng-chih went on to say. “It is obvious that none of
these successes were bestowed upon us by imperialism
nor were they obtained by begging. Every one of these
successes has been won by the Afro-Asian peoples them-
selves, through heroic struggle and the shedding of their
blood and the sacrifice of their lives. Imperialism will
never grant us independence, nor will it give any genuine
aid to the countries which have already gained indepen-
dence. To achieve their own liberation and to build up
their own countries, the Afro-Asian peoples must rely
mainly upon themselves. This is an incontrovertible truth.
Whoever attempts to deny or to emasculate this truth will
find his efforts completely futile.”

“The struggle of the Afro-Asian peoples is by no
means isolated,” Liao Cheng-chih declared. “They have
the active support of the people of the socialist countries
and throughout the world. Unity is strength. Unity is
the fundamental guarantee for our triumph over the im-
perialists and the colonialists. To defeat imperialism and
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new and old colonialism completely, we must not only
unite the people of our own country and the peoples of
Asia and Africa, we must extend this solidarity to include
the more than 90 per cent of the peoples of Asia, Africa,
Latin America, and of the world as a whole, excepting
the imperialists and the reactionaries of various coun-
tries.”

He stated: “We are wholeheartedly in favour of
taking positive steps which will help to bring about the
successful convening of an Afro-Asian and Latin American
‘People’s Solidarity Conference in the not too far distant
future. Such a conference can only be sponsored and
have its preparatory work done by the anti-imperialist
mass organizations of Asia, Africa and Latin America and
not by those in other regions. Naturally the Afro-Asian
People’s Solidarity Organization will play an important
role in the preparatory work. We suggest that this session
of ours adopt positive decisions to actively promote the
early undertaking of this preparatory work.”

Proposed Third Afro-Asian People’s
Solidarity Conference

On the question of convening a Third Afro-Asian
People’s Solidarity Conference, Liao Cheng-chih said: “To
strengthen the anti-imperialist struggle and to give im-
petus to the development of the national-liberation move-

ments both in depth and in breadth, we deem it correct
and opportune to convene a Third Afro-Asian People’s
Solidarity Conference in the first half of next year. The
Afro-Asian People’s Solidarity Organization needs to throw
itself wholeheartedly into this task and concentrate its
efforts on preparations for the successful convening of
this conference.”

Referring to the proposed solidarity conference of
the Asian, African and Latin American peoples, he declared
that the Chinese people had consistently advocated that
the oppressed brothers of Asia, Africa and Latin America
should strengthen their support for and solidarity with
each other. “We hold that the success of the Third Afro-
Asian People’s Solidarity Conference will lay a good
foundation for the convening of the Afro-Asian-Latin
American people’s solidarity conference. The strength of
the Afro-Asian People’s Solidarity Organization is grow-
ing daily and will continue to grow with the development
of the Afro-Asian national-liberation movement.”

At the beginning of his speech, Liao Cheng-chih ex-
pressed heartfelt thanks to the brothers of the United
Arab Republic and Gaza for their warm hospitality. “We
wish you new successes in the struggle against the ruling
clique of Israel which is a tool of U.S. imperialism, and
for the restoration of the legitimate rights of the Arab
people in Palestine.” he declared.

Chinese Military Mission in Viet Nam

by OUR CORRESPONDENT

THE Military Goodwill Mission of the People’s Republic
of China, led by Marshal Yeh Chien-ying, with Air

Force General Liu Ya-lou and General Hsiao Hua as

deputy heads, arrived in Hanoi on December 15.

The Chinese visitors who came at the invitation of
Senior General Vo Nguyen Giap, Vice-Premier and
Minister of National Defence of the Democratic Republic
of Viet Nam, were enthusiastically welcomed in Hanoi.
They were received by President Ho Chi Minh and Premier
Pham Van Dong of the Viet Nam Democratic Republic.
Senior General Vo Nguyen Giap entertained them at a
banquet.

December 22 is the 17th anniversary of the Viet Nam
People’s Army. The Chinese mission’s visit on the eve
of this great day will strengthen the close unity and friend-
ship between the peoples and armies of the two countries.

Glorious Viet Nam People’s Army

The Viet Nam People’s Army, child of the heroic
Vietnamese people, grew up in the long struggle against
imperialist colonial rule—in the fight for the indepen-
dence and freedom of the fatherland. It was 17 years
ago in 1944 that the Viet Nam Workers' Party-led “Prop-
aganda Corps of the Viet Nam Liberation Army” was
set up. From then on the guerrilla war spread like a
fire through the country. The imperialist powers time
and again tried to stamp out that flame; but the Viet-
namese people were not to be cowed by them. They
rallied together and responded to President Ho Chi Minh’s
call to “take up whatever arms they could lay their hands
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on — guns, swords, hoes. spades, or sticks — and vigorously
resist the colonialists and save the fatherland.” After
nearly nine years of steadfast resistance, the Viet-
namese people annihilated the main force of the U.S.-
supported French army in the famous Dien Bien Phu
campaign. The French imperialists were forced to sign
the Geneva agreements restoring peace in Indo-China.

“History will continue to testify to the fact that im-
perialism and all reactionaries will certainly be foiled
and the cause of the people’s revolution will be crowned
with victory,” wrote the Chinese Military Goodwill Mis-
sion in the visitors’ book after visiting the Vietnamese
Revolutionary Museum. The imperialists should have
learnt a lesson from the great victory won by the Viet-
namese people.

The imperialist bloc headed by the United States has
refused to be reconciled to their defeat. U.S. imperialism
has consistently violated the Geneva agreements and
obstructed the sacred cause of the Vietnamese people —
the peaceful unification of their fatherland. It is using
the Ngo Dinh Diem regime to wage a real war against
the people in the southern part of Viet Nam. The Ken-
nedy Administration has recently been sending large
numbers of military personnel and equipment into south
Viet Nam and is brazenly engaging in direct aggression.
This is not all. It is actively instigating the armed forces
of its satellites in the aggressive SEATO bloc to intervene
further in the southern part of Viet Nam. When visit-
ing the Fourth Military Area in Vinh on December 19.
Marshal Yeh Chien-ying declared that the Chinese peo-
ple absolutely cannot remain indifferent to these U.S.
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adventurist activities. At the banquet given by Senior
General Vo Nguyen Giap, Marshal Yeh Chien-ying
pledged the resolute support of the Chinese people and
the Chinese People’s Liberation Army for the just struggle
waged by the Vietnamese people against U.S. intervention
and aggression and for the peaceful unification of their
fatherland.
A Militant Friendship

China and Viet Nam are fraternal countries whose
friendship is deep-seated and who rely on each other
like lips and teeth, sharing the same joys and sorrows.

Speaking at the banquet, Marshal Yeh Chien-ying
declared: China and Viet Nam are close brothers
in the big family of socialism comprising 12 coun-
tries. An everlasting and unbreakable unity has been
further forged on the common basis of Marxism-
Leninism and the common objective of building so-
cialism. We not only learn from and help each other
in socialist construction, but also co-operate closely and
march forward shoulder to shoulder in the common
struggle against imperialist aggression, in defending world
peace and for human progress. The Chinese people have
always received firm support from the Vietnamese people
in the struggle against U.S. imperialist aggression and in
defence of national sovereignty and territorial integrity.
Our country has always received enthusiastic assistance
from the Vietnamese people in its socialist construction.

Navigation

Shanghai

Harbour

The peoples of China and Viet Nam have all along re-
garded the strengthening of the unity of the socialist
camp and the unity of the international communist move-
ment as their lofty internationalist duty. Unity is life,
unity is strength and unity is victory. In the face of the
frenzied attacks by imperialism headed by the United
States and its lackeys, the modern revisionists, the safe-
guarding and strengthening of this unity has particular
significance. Standing always together with the fraternal
Vietnamese people and the people of all other countries
of the socialist camp, the Chinese people will continue to
make unremitting efforts for the common cause of further
safeguarding and strengthening the unity of the socialist
camp and the unity of the international communist move-
ment and of defending world peace and human progress
on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and the 1957 Moscow
Declaration and the 1960 Moscow Statement. No force in
the world can hinder the cause of Marxism-Leninism from
advancing from victory to victory.

In 1959, the Military Mission of the Democratic Re-
public of Viet Nam headed by Senior General Vo Nguyen
Giap visited China and made valuable contributions to
enhancing the fraternal friendship between the peoples
and armies of our two countries. We are confident that
the present friendly visit of the Chinese Military Goodwill
Mission will add a new page to this friendship which
flows on eternally like the Yangtse and the Red River.

Pilots

by CHANG SHIH-CHOU

THE Yangtse estuary was shrouded in dense fog. The

British ship Pakhoi’s (North Sea) captain watched
anxiously as his ship was piloted through the tortuous
approach and heavy traffic of Shanghai Harbour. Even
without a fog, this harbour is reckoned one of the trickiest
in the world, but the vessel slipped in smoothly without
a hitch. The pilot was Chinese, young and smart in his
white uniform with a five-starred red flag embroidered
on his cap.

After the ship had docked safely the captain shook
the pilot’s hand warmly and said: “Thanks! You did a
fine job!”

The pilot was Kung Ah-liu, one of seven ordinary
seamen and dockers who have recently been appointed
pilots by the Shanghai Harbour Administration. Con-
scientious and skilled, these men have not only earned
respect and admiration but they represent the rapid pro-
gress of pilotage in China since liberation.

Discrimination Against Chinese Pilots

Provision of a pilot by a sovereign country for foreign
ships entering and leaving its harbours is normal practice.
But for more than a century the imperialist powers
usurped this right in China and used it to serve their
aggressive purposes.

In 1842, when Shanghai was opened as a treaty port
for trade after the Opium War, all pilots were Chinese.
But in 1844, by the “Treaty of Wanghia” (also known as
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“The Sino-American Treaty on the Opening of Five Ports
for Trade”) which the U.S.A. forced on the Ching, the last
dynastic government in China, a precedent was established
allowing foreign ships to hire their own pilots. Later,
the imperialists gradually took control of the surveying
of navigational courses, the setting up of buoys, signals
and lighthouses and the mapping of the littoral sea.
They therefore had a complete knowledge of China’s
harbours which was denied Chinese pilots. They further
prejudiced the work of Chinese pilots by stipulating,
through the imperialist-controlled Pilots’ Association,
unreasonably stiff terms regarding “seniority” and health.
Prohibitive “bonds” had to be put up. As a result of
this discrimination, there was not a single Chinese pilot
working in the Shanghai Harbour between 1870 and 1936,
and only a handful got a chance to serve after that.

In this way the ships of the imperialists, conducted
by their own pilots, freely entered and left Chinese ports
and inland waterways, and used their privileges to engage
in smuggling, opium trafficking and all sorts of illicit
activities. British and American pilots played a notorious
role in guiding Japanese warships into Shanghai when
Japan attacked China in 1932.

All such violations of China’s sovereignty ended
with liberation and the last foreign pilot was dismissed in
June 1951. Since then all ships entering and leaving
Shanghai Harbour have been conducted by Chinese pilots.
The work of piloting ships, like everything else in China
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in the past 12 years, has made rapid
progress. There were few pilots to
begin with, but recruits were found
and trained by the Shanghai Naviga-
tion School from among experienced
sea captains of the Chinese merchant
fleet. The number of pilots was soon
increased and at the same time
techniques steadily improved.

Seamen and Dockers
Become Pilots

It was in 1958, the year of the
big leap, that a heartening new
development began — the training
of pilots from among ordinary
seamen and dockers. These men had
all worked for years on the Whangpoo
River and knew the Shanghai Har-
bour fairly well. The hard life
they had been forced to live prior
to liberation made them the keenest
builders of the new, socialist society.
Kung Ah-liu’s evident competence proves the wisdom of
this policy. But learning to be pilots has not been all
smooth sailing for them. They had had no chance of
getting a formal education before liberation. But while
this was a handicap, it did not prevent them from becom-
ing competent pilots. Chang Yu-heng’s case is typical.
He came from a peasant family in north China, served in
the People’s Liberation Army and later became a docker.
During this time he learnt to read and write but that
was all. When he was assigned for study to become a
pilot, he was nonplussed and wondered if there had not
been some mistake about his recommendation. “There’s
no mistake at all,” said the cadre in charge of training.
“We're revolutionaries and have a lot of unfamiliar
things to learn. We threw out Chiang Kai-shek and the
imperialists, why can’t we learn to be good pilots?”

With the same kind of will and stamina with which
the Chinese people liberated their country, Chang and
the others set about acquiring a general education and a
pilot’s ticket. Memories of past humiliations strengthened
their will to make good. Kung Ah-liu recalls how the
security guard at the shipyard where he worked before
liberation “inspected” his lunch box with a rusty iron
rod. Once he was ejected from a launch simply because
a foreigner on board didn’t like his ragged looks. Pi
Fen-tou had eked out a living collecting flotsam on the
Whangpoo and sorting out half-burnt coal from coal
dumps. The contrast between their past existence and
the present solicitude for their welfare shown by the
Communist Party and the People’s Government is a
striking, unforgettable fact and urge to them to study
hard.

A knowledge of English is a must for pilots who
conduct foreign vessels. These men who only a few years
back couldn’t even write their own language properly
have cleared that hurdle too, and today command a work-
ing vocabulary of spoken English more than sufficient
for the job.

Help from the veteran pilots proved invaluable in
enabling the trainees to master swiftly the practical
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Pilot Wang Yueh-ming, a
former scaman from the

techniques of piloting a ship. During
their training period from 1958-60
each trainee made 300 practice runs
into and out of Shanghai under the
personal supervision of veteran
pilots. By handling the ship them-
selves as much as possible and having
the essentials of each operation
pointed out they made quick pro-
gress. Well before their time was
up all seven of them were very
familiar with Shanghai Harbour, the
periodicity of rising and receding
tides, the navigational course on the
Whangpoo, the direction and velocity
of its flow and all knowledge neces-
sary for them to pilot a ship safely
into port.

Greater Efficiency

Be they worker-pilots, graduates
Navigation School or

veterans, all are constantly improv-

ing their technique. Present-day
pilots are nandling three times as many ships in a month
as did pilots in the old days. This is because they are
more efficient. Formerly, ships were never brought in
or out of Shanghai Harbour at night and when the tide
was rising or receding rapidly. Today's pilots can handle
ships of all tonnages under any conditions.

The achievement of Chien Yu-chia in piloting a
10,000-ton freighter out of the port testifies to the skill
of Chinese pilots. That night the tide was ebbing fast
and a fine rain was falling. The captain of the Greek
freighter Pontoporos was in a hurry and did not want
to wait till morning. But to go out that night it was
necessary to make a U-turn in the Whangpoo River.
To do this comfortably a vessel of this size — about 150
metres long — ordinarily needs a channel 800 metres wide
and more than 1,000 metres long. But the only area
available for the U-turn was just 200 metres wide and
a little over 700 metres long. The Whangpoo was flowing
at about 100 metres per minute which meant that the
turn had to be completed in seven minutes or else there
was a risk of crashing into a bank or being carried
downstream onto the floats. Despite the risk the vessel’s
master elected to go. He had full faith in his pilot.
Chien called for two tugs and got the harbour patrol to
clear the area of junks. When they reached the place for
the turn, taking his bearings from the lights on the banks,
he ordered the tugs to push and pull at full speed. The
vessel moved so fast the lights on the banks receded
like shooting stars. With perfect teamwork, pilot, tugmen
and sailors played their parts; the turn was accomplished
in less than six minutes and the vessel was set right in
the middle of the channel heading out to sea.

A feat like this was utterly impossible in the old
days. Whatever knowledge a pilot had, he was chary of
passing on to anyone else for fear of jeopardizing his own
position. Nowadays when old-timers help keen beginners,
when a carefully prepared training schedule is carried out
by the Navigation School and really competent pilots are
turned out, the tricky Shanghai Harbour is as safe as a
mill pond.

Peking Review



MODERN DRAMA

Training Worker and Peasant
Actors

Can a peasant girl, with four years
elementary schooling, from a small
island off the Pohai coast, be trained
in. four years to act classic roles from
Chekhov or Shakespeare like a pro-
fessional? After seeing Tsui Chu-fang,
just such a girl, play the role of the
shallow, hypocritical Popova in a pro-
duction of Chekhov’s Bear last month,
few could have any doubts that it can
be done, and done brilliantly.

Tsui's performance was one of the
items at a recent show where students
of the Peking Central Drama Institute’s
class for workers and peasants per-
formed three one-act plays and ex-
cerpts from various dramas, both
Chinese and foreign, classical and
modern. The whole evening was hailed
as an exceptionally successful one by
the critics, and the three professors
and three young assistants specially
assigned to the 23-member class were
warmly congratulated on the fine
training they have given their students.
Other students at the institute admit
that they usually sit in on shows by
fellow students with a professional
calm and a critical, though sympa-
thetic, eye but on this occasion, as
one put it: “We were so carried away
that we forgot and became ordinary,
enthusiastic spectators!”

By general agreement it was Tsui
Chu-fang in Chekhov’s Bear that stole
the show. Tsui comes from a Pohai
Bay rural people’s commune. Describ-
ing her experience in preparing for
her part she recalled: “After our first
rehearsal, our teachers told me that I
looked more like a poor country widow
than a well-off Russian lady of the
19th century. I realized that it would
be a difficult task for me to play this
role and that I would have to work
hard to do it. With the help of my
teachers I began to read Chekhov dili-
gently; not only his one-act plays but
also his short stories and notes on
literature. I read other classics as well.
In this way I got a better understand-
ing of the special characteristics of
Russian society and social relations
and the mental attitudes of the Rus-
sian people at that time. But it was
another question to give expression to
this understanding on the stage. To
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get acquainted with the
movements and gestures of
the character I was to por-
tray, I studied as many pic-
tures of Russian people as I
could get hold of; I also
studied 19th century Russian
music, . . . All this helped to
bring me nearer to the heart
of the part.”

Another highly praised
item was the production of
the one-act play Our Family
by the contemporary Soviet
playwright G.D. Mdivani. In
this comedy, a veteran Soviet
worker, his daughter and
two sons have each volun-
teered unknown to the others
to go to develop a remote
Altai mountain region. Fore-
seeing possible objections
from the mother of the family
they resort to various sub-
terfuges. One says that he is
going off for a holiday; an-
other has “urgent business to
attend to.” ... But she finds out any-
way what they are all up to and to
everyone's surprise is the keenest of all
to go pioneering. The whole cast of
the playlet, individually and collective-
ly, acted excellently to create a picture
of this revolutionary family with their
lively enthusiasm for the new and their
unassuming socialist spirit of public
service.

Ever since it was established in 1950,
the Central Drama Institute has
thrown open its doors wide to workers
and peasants. A steady and growing
stream of students from the working
people have been enrolled in its classes
over the years, but this class is the
only one so far composed entirely of
students recruited from among factory
workers and peasants active in amateur
dramatic activities. They still have
another year of study before them, but
this recent performance leaves no
doubt that they will graduate as really
competent professionals.

CINEMA

**Toads Without a Grandfather
On the Mother's Side®*

The scientific and educational film
Toads Without a Grandfather on the
Mother’s Side is the intimate record

Tsui Chu-fang as Popova and Chi
Wen-hsiang as Semyonov in the “Bear”

of an astonishing and successful ex-
periment recenily completed by Chi-
nese biologists.

Toads, as is common knowledge, re-
produce by sexual propagation, or, in
the word of the scientist, by amphi-
gony. But in this film, made by the
Shanghai Scientific and Educational
Films Studio, we see how biologists got
a toad’s egg to mature into the world’s
first, full-grown female toad without
the intervention of a father, i.e., par-
thenogenetically, and then mated her
normally so as to produce toads with-
out a grandfather on the mother’s
side. This experiment was the work
of some Chinese biologists who, since
1951, have been doing research on the
development of eggs through the
agency of some stimulus other than
fertilization by spermatozoa.

Biologists in France, America and
other countries began experiments in
this field as long as 50 years ago, the
film shows us. They got some results,
and fatherless toads, that is, toads pro-
duced by artificial parthenogenesis,
were actually raised, but none lived to
the stage where it generated eggs for
propagation. Left unsolved therefore
was a question of great interest to
scientists: are such toads capable or
not of bisexual reproduction? The
answer, as now given by biologists of
the Shanghai Institute of Experimental
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Biology and shown in the film, is
“Yes.” The whole process of artificial-
ly induced parthenogenesis is clearly
shown on the screen which records the
experiment in detail. We learn that
the first successful experiment was
made in March 1959 when eggs
were needled and a fatherless, female
toad was obtained. In December
1960, this toad was put into an air-
conditioned container to hibernate.
When the time came for mating
and a male toad was put into the
container, the time was March 9,
1961. And the narrator adds with great
exactness “half past one in the morn-
ing.” Finally we see the happy results
of this unprecedented marriage.

The needling of the eggs is cinema-
tically the most exciting part of the ex-
periment. The needle, we are told,
is only one-tenth of the thickness of a
human hair, and to get the right re-
sults, the penetration into the egg
should neither be too deep, nor too
shallow. The cameramen have done
an astonishing job here showing under
the magnifying glass how this intricate,
delicate process was done, as well as
the ovipositing, and process of the
splitting of the eggs after needling.

MUSIC

Soviet Musicians in Peking

The virtuosity and artistry of the
Soviet school of concert artists again
impressed itself on our Chinese
audiences at a series of five concerts
given this month in Peking by four
visiting Soviet musicians. They are
Professor N. P. Anosov, Merited Art-
ist of the R.S.F.S.R. and conductor of
the Soviet State Symphony Orchestra;
Professor P. A. Serebryakov, People’s
Artist of the R.S.F.S.R., the celebrated
pianist; V. Klimov, violinist, and V.
Yampolsky, pianist. Both Klimov
and Yampolsky have many times been
the recipients of international prizes.

Professor Anosov is no stranger to
Peking concertgoers. He came to Pe-
king with the Soviet State Symphony
and conducted a number of memorable
concerts in 1958. This time he was
guest conductor of China’s Central
Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra.
Under his baton, the young Chinese
orchestra gave some of its best per-
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formances to date; the strings were
refined and movingly expressive; the
winds sang sonorously and with
greater accuracy. He led the orchestra
with authority through Tchaikovsky’s
Fourth Symphony. His hand was par-
ticularly well felt in the long and dif-
ficult first movement. The Andante
Sostenuto-Moderato Con Anima con-
tains a wealth of musical ideas with
intricately changing emotions. With-
out a profound understanding of the
music, a performance of this move-
ment can be inarticulate and groping.
Professor Anosov guided his players
in bringing out the fine nuances and
phrased the difficult passages fluently.
The intricate but close-knit organic
unity of the whole movement was
observed and projected.

His reading of Beethoven'’s Ninth
Symphony, that masterpiece of tone
poetry, was also full of interest.
He caught the agitated, dramatic
mood of the first movement ad-
mirably and turned what sometimes
seems mere figurated accompaniment
into truly expressive melody. When
the kettle drum beat out the arresting
rhythmic theme-pattern at the begin-
ning of the Molto Vivace and when, in
the fourth movement, the bass strings
in an ethereal piano announced the
choral theme of the Ode to Joy fol-
lowed by the build-up till the choir
bursts forth grandly in its glorification
of joy and love . . . these were two of
many magic moments.

Mention must also be made of the
Song of the Forest, a tone poem by the
Chinese violinist-composer Ma Ssu-
tsung (Sit-son Ma) performed at the
opening concert. Professor Anosov did
full justice to this lyrical piece with its
many beautiful passages.

This was the first time Peking
audiences had heard Professor Sere-
bryakov and they were more than
delighted. Each of his performances
was followed by tumultuous and in-
sistent applause that was satisfied only
by four encores. Like such greats as
Svyatoslav Richter, Emil Gilels and
Lev Oborin, Serebryakov is an out-
standing representative of the Soviet
school of piano playing. His brilliant
and flawless technique is seen to best
advantage in the rich tracery of feel-
ing in romantic and modern works.
His speed and power in execution and
variety of tonal colour were most
manifest in his renditions of Liszt and
Prokofiev. Peking music lovers have

recently heard quite a number of per-
formances of Liszt's First Concerto
both al concerts and over the radio,
but Professor Serebryakov’s rendering
was in a class by itself. It was in
authentic Lisztian style — puissant
and splendid; he presided over the
notes and chords with superb power.
In another type of work such as
Beethoven’s Appassionata Sonata, Pro-
fessor Serebryakov gave a highly in-
dividual interpretation which aroused
great interest and carried conviction
in its own way.

Klimov's playing strongly reminds
one of his master, the celebrated David
Oistrakh, who captured the hearts of
Peking music lovers a couple of years
ago. This young violinist (he is thirty)
makes his instrument sing with a rich,
lustrous tone; he gives the minutest
attention to details. Some perhaps
may have preferred a little bit more
“fire” in his playing of Tchaikovsky’s
D Major Concerto and more serenity
in Debussy’s Claire de Lune, but this
draws attention precisely to Klimov’s
strong point. It is the poetry and pur-
pose of the work that he was seeking
and never just a display of technique
or “effect” for its own sake.

Klimov’s accompanist was the same
Yampolsky who accompanied Oistrakh
on the latter’s tour in China and once
again Yampolsky impressed Peking
audience as an accomplished artist. He
has a very considerable technique and
a fluent style. Always true to the
content and intention of the music he
is playing, he never sought dramatic
effects per se. He excels particularly
in chamber music, as amply exempli-
fied in Beethoven’s Kreutzer Sonata
which he and Klimov played to near
perfection.

This tour of the Soviet artists was
a delight to the musical public and
beneficial for Peking music circles in
more ways than one. As experienced
pedagogues, Professors Anosov and
Serebryakov took time out to coach
young members of the Chinese
orchestra and piano students. The Red
Scarf Orchestra of the Central Con-
servatory of Music, composed entirely
of teenagers, were able to rehearse
the Kabalevsky Concerto under Pro-
fessor Anosov’s direction.

The Soviet visitors are now concer-
tizing in other Chinese cities. We wish
them even greater success.

—Z.J.L.
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