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ROUND THE WEEK

Conference on Nationalities Work

A month-long conference was held
recently in Peking to sum up the
achievements and experience gained
over the past few years in work
among China's national minorities.
The conference had before it ample
material on the tremendous progress
made here in every field in recent
years. Matters of policy and tasks for
the future were discussed.

The conference was convened by
the Nationalities Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress and the Na-
tionalities Affairs Commission of the
People’s Government. It was attended
by representatives of 31 nationalities
from 22 provinces, municipalities and
autonomous regions. Many leading
members of the Communist Party and
Government also attended and took
part in the discussions.

In totting up the gains made, the
conference attributed them to the Chi-
nese Communist Party’s policy towards
nationalities, the help and support
eagerly given them from every side,
and the efforts made by the minority
peoples and cadres themselves. The
democratic reforms carried out in the
minority areas and the advance of so-
cialist construction under the guidance
of the three red banners — the general
line for the building of socialism, the
great leap forward and the people’s
commune —have brought about a
fundamental change in the minority
areas. The unity of the great Chinese
family of nationalities is more firmly
based than ever. Ideologically and
politically, the minorily peoples are
more advanced than ever before. A
new-type, socialist type of relationship
has been created beiween the various
nationalities.

The conference noted all these
favourable conditions for implement-
ing the Party’s nationalities policy
and achieving its goal —a prosperous
and happy life for all the nationali-
ties in China. In this connection, the
conference pointed out how necessary
it was to handle correctly relation-
ships between the various nationali-
ties in accordance with the policy laid
down by the Communist Party and
Chairman Mao Tse-tung, to strength-

en unity among the minority peo-
ples themselves, to encourage their
enthusiasm and initiative in the devel-
opment of agriculture, animal hus-
bandry and forestry and steadily
improve their living standards.

In discussing future policy and
tasks, the participants in the con-
ference made many valuable proposals.
Full support was voiced for the
policies and tasks set out in Premier
Chou En-lai’s report on government
work to the recent National People’s
Congress.

The conference put particular em-
phasis on carrying out the Party's
policy of instituting national regional
autonomy —a basic policy in solving
the national question. Already im-
plemented on a large scale, this policy
has given magnificent results in the
years since liberation.

Other questions like the training of
cadres from among the minority peo-
ples, the strengthening of the united
front, the thorough implementation of
the Party’s policy of freedom of re-
ligious belief, the special characteris-
tics of the various nationalities, and
questions relating to trade, education
and public health were all fully dis-
cussed. Concrete policies were proposed
and measures mapped out for putting
them into practice.

In all its deliberations the con-
ference stressed the particular signif-
icance of further strengthening unity
between the various nationalities on
the basis of their common goal — the
building of socialism —and described
this unity as the basic guarantee of
the victory of socialism. The con-
ference itself symbolized this great
unity. It will go a long way in
mobilizing thé minority peoples to
achieve fresh victories.

Education Spreads in Tibet

In the wake of democratic reforms
and economic growth, education in
Tibet is making rapid progress.

Recent reports from Tibet show
that an increasing number of
children of former slaves and serfs
are receiving an education. At
present, about half the number
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Miao Farmers Working for a Good Harvest

of school-age children are at
school; enrolment in primary schools
has jumped from a few thousand
before the democratic reforms started
in 1959 to over 58,000 today.

Tibet has an ancient culture, but
feudal serfdom held it back and re-
tarded its progress for centuries.
Before the peaceful liberation of the
region in 1951, there was not a single
school in the mountains and over 90
per cent of the working people were
illiterate. The children of the serfs
and slaves were doomed the moment
they were born: there was no future
for them but to step into their parents’
shoes and scrape a bare living by
working for the manorial lords and
herd-owners as their forefathers had
done for ages.

In 1952, the Central People’s Gov-
ernment opened the first primary
school in Lhasa, and later set up a few
schools in the other big towns in the
region. But, even then, large num-
bers of Tibetan children were unable
to get an education; the local forces
of reaction did all they could to hold
up progress in this as in other fields.

It was only three years ago when
the rebellion by the upper class reac-
tionaries was quelled and democratic
reforms were introduced in Tibet that
schools began to be established on a
large scale for the emancipated serfs
and slaves, first in the towns and
villages along the highways and later
up in the remote areas of the
Himalayas and on the vast grasslands
in the northern parts of the region.

Since the Government provides free
tuition and stipends to cover daily
needs, the children of even the poorest
families can now go to school. After
two or three years’ schooling, the chil-
dren are able to read newspapers in
their own language. write simple
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letters and help with the book-keep-
ing of the agricultural mutual-aid
teams.

International Children’s Day

On June 1, the Children’s Palace at
Jingshan Park in the heart of Peking
made a gay picture with its multi-
colour balloons, palace lanterns and
red banners put up in honour of Inter-
national Children’s Day. It was
crowded with over 20,000 Chinese
youngsters and many young guests
from other lands who gathered to
spend the holiday there. In between
listening to vocal and orchestral items
arranged for them by the Children’s
Palace’s Friendship Chorus and the
Red Scarf Orchestra of the Central
Conservatory of Music, the children
chatted happily, gave impromptu per-
formances, sang and danced, watched
jugglers, acrobats and magicians and
generally had a good time.

All Peking’s parks provided free
entrance and entertainment for the
day, and there was not one that did
not have its thousands of youthful
holiday-makers. Crowds of school
children and their teachers spent the
day at the Revolutionary Military
Museum, the Museum of Chinese
History and the newly built National
Art Gallery. Thousands more went to
the sports clubs and gymnasiums to
watch table tennis matches, gymnastic
displays and basketball contests. The
city swimming pools were free for the
day to children. An exhibition of
toys at the Tuancheng (Round City),
at Beihai Park, attracted its share of
wide-eyed youngsters. The toy shops
there did a roaring trade.

In Shanghai, 4,000 children cele-
brated the festival on the large lawns
at the China Welfare Institute’s Chil-
dren’s Palace enjoying performances
by well-known singers and dancers,
film actors and acliresses, puppeleers

Woodcut in colour by Lei Shih-kang

and acrobats. Ve-
terans of the revolu-
tion told tales of the

carly revolutionary
days and scientists
answered intriguing
questions.

Canton's children had
occasion for special
rejoicings.  President
Ho Chi Minh of the
Democratic  Republic
of Viet Nam gave
them a big present —
a four-ton elephant
which was publicly displayed on
June 1. Thousands of youngsters
swarmed to the zoo to see the new
arrival perform tricks at the bidding
of its two Vietnamese keepers.

More Red Scarves

On International Children’'s Day,
many children joined the Young
Pioneers and for the first time proudly
wore the red scarf which symbolizes
a corner of the red flag of the revolu-
tion.

It was during the stormy days of
the people’s war against the Kuomin-
tang reactionaries in the late 20s
that China’s children formed their
own revolutionary organization. The
first children’s corps were organized
in the revolutionary bases of central-
south China. There are many stories
about the heroic role they played on
the guerrilla fronts and in' the rear
of the Japanese invaders.

In those days, they were numbered
in the hundreds of thousands. Today
as Young Pioneers they number 50
million all over the country. On Inter-
national Children’s Day their red
scarves seemed to be everywhere. In
Peking during the last twelve months
alone, 182,000 children from nine to
fifteen have joined their ranks, bring-
ing the number of the city’s Pioneers
to 650,000.

The Pioneers were formed after
liberation with the motto: “Love the
country and the people; love labour,
science, and public property.” There
is no change in their wartime, revolu-
tionary spirit of serving the people,
but their activities today are geared
to our times of socialist construction.
Together with the schools, the Pioneer
organizations carry on a myriad activ-
ities that help develop their talent and
initiative. It is China's seed ground
for the new socialist society, the new
socialist men.
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Democratic Reform

in Tibet

by CHANG CHING - WU

Following is a detailed summary of an article by the
Representative of the Central People’s Government in
Tibet, published in “Renmin Ribao” on May 25, 1962,
under the title “Correctly Carry Out the Policies of the
Communist Party on Democratic Reform in Tibet.” Some
of the highlights of this article were covered in our last
issue. Subheads are ours. — Ed.

DEMOCRATIC reform movement was launched in Tib-

et after the armed rebellion staged by the reactionary
clique of the upper social strata there was quelled. This
movement has now been completed in the main. It has
ended the most backward, the most savage and the most
reaclionary feudal serfdom known in China’s history; it
has led to the establishment of a social system of people’s
democracy which the masses have long wanted.

Democratic Reform — Urgent Demand
Of Tibetan People

The feudal serfdom in Tibet was of an exceptionally
backward and reactionary type. Under that system, the
three categories of manorial lords —the former Tibetan
local government, the monasteries and the nobility who
constituted less than 5 per cent of the population in the
region — owned the major means of production, that is:
all the land and by far the largest part of the livestock.
They led a life of luxury and extravagance. On the other
hand, the serfs, who made up over 90 per cent of the pop-
ulation, had had no land for generations and only the
smallest of herds. They were chattels of the lords who
seized more than 70 per cent of their annual produce.
The house-slaves, who accounted for about 5 per cent of
Tibet’s population, possessed nothing at all. Serfs and
slaves were treated like animals. This is why the Tibetan
people urgently wanted democratic reform, the overthrow
of the feudal serfdom which had long fettered the growth
of the social productive forces, and the establishment of
the people’s democratic system.

It is explicitly stipulated in the Agreement on Mea-
sures for the Peaceful Liberation of Tibet that democratic
reform should be carried out in the region. But neither
of the two important tasks of reforming the social system
and reorganizing the Tibetan army, as stipulated in the
agreement, was fulfilled owing to obstruction and sabotage
by the former Tibetan local government and the reactionary
clique of the upper strata. In spite of this, the Central
Government, in order to give the reactionaries time to
think things over and wake up from their wrong doing,
announced at the end of 1956 that democratic reform
would not be carried out during the period of the Second
Five-Year Plan (1958-62) and that whether it would be
carried out during the Third Five-Year Plan (1963-67)
would be decided in the light of the situation at that time.
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But the reactionary clique refused to come to their
senses. Colluding with imperialism, they even went so
far as to launch an all-out counter-revolutionary armed
rebellion in March 1959. This rebellion was a counter-
revolutionary war designed to suppress the Tibetan la-
bouring people; it was a betrayal of the motherland. The
putting down of the rebellion was a revolutionary war for
the liberation of the Tibetan labouring people and in de-
fence of the motherland. The war was one between the
revolutionary classes and the counter-revolutionaries and
certainly not one between nations. It was precisely for
this reason that the quelling of the armed rebellion enlisted
the active support and participation of the million Tibetan
serfs and patriots of the upper strata and was rapidly
brought to a successful conclusion. Under the leadership
of the Chinese Communist Party, the Tibetan people
launched a democratic reform movement throughout the
region immediately after the swift suppression of the re-
bellion.

Victory for Policy of Democratic Reform

During the democratic reform, a policy of “buying
out” has been followed in regard to the surplus means of
production of those serf-owners or their agents who did
not take part in the rebellion. Once bought out, these
means of production are distributed among the serfs. The
means of production of the serf-owners and their agents
who took part in the rebellion were confiscated and dis-
tributed to the serfs. Since the participants in the rebel-
lion betrayed the motherland and the people, the policy
of redemption naturally did not apply to them. But this
policy is firmly applied to people who did not take part
in the rebellion, those who have shown that they are
patriotic and are in favour of democratic reform. Since this
policy takes the interests of the patriotic members of the
upper strata properly into account and is in the funda-
mental interests of the Tibetan people and of liberating
the productive forces, it is not only warmly supported by
the patriotic upper strata, but has won complete endorse-
ment from the masses of labouring people as well.

The policy of redemption does not mean that reform
is “granted” from above, rather, it is based on rousing
the masses and letting them carry out the reform them-
selves. In carrying out democratic reform in Tibet, the
Communist Party adopts on the one hand, the method
of buying out after fully consulting the upper strata; on
the other hand, it fully arouses and organizes the masses
to liberate themselves. The class line in Tibet's demo-
cratic reform is to rely on the serfs and slaves, unite all
forces that can be united with, deal blows at the
most reactionary, rebel serf-owners and their agents,
and abolish serfdom. Leaders and cadres of Communist
Party organizations and of the government at various
levels have gone out to the villages to help the masses wage
this revolutionary struggle. At “struggle meetings,” the
serfs have accused and settled accounts with the reaction-




ary serf-owners. Finally land is distributed, peasant as-
sociations and organs of state power established and
the people’s democraltic dictatorship instituted.

Two Steps

Democratic reform in Tibet has been carried out in
two steps. The first was the campaign to oppose the re-
bellion, unpaid forced labour and slavery and to reduce
rent and rates of interest. The second is the distribu-
tion of land and other means of production, confiscated or
bought out from the serf-owners, among the serfs and
slaves. In the pastoral areas, only the herds belonging to
the rebel manorial lords and herd-owners were confiscated
and turned over to those who tended the herds or to the
poor herdsmen. The policy towards the other herd-owners
is one of not confiscating their herds, neither determining
their class status nor struggling against them. The cam-
paign to oppose rebellion, unpaid forced labour and slavery
and the policy of benefiting the interests of both the
herdsmen and herd-owners and assisting the poor herds-
men has been carried out to safeguard the herds, develop
livestock-breeding and improve the life of the herdsmen.

The democratic reform movement has fundamentally
changed the relations of production in Tibet and trans-
formed ownership by serf-owners into ownership by in-
dividual peasants. Thanks to the establishment of these
new relations of production, the long-stagnant social pro-
ductive forces have been set free and the political enthusi-
asm and productive initiative of the labouring people, who
are conscious that they are now the masters in their own
house, soar to unprecedented heights. More than 90 per
cent of the peasant households in the region have joined
agricultural mutual-aid teams.* The peasants have launched
a vigorous, patriotic campaign to boost production. They
have given up the old method of extensive farming and
improved their backward farm tools. In the past three
years, they have built a large number of irrigation chan-
nels and reclaimed large tracts of wasteland. They have
gathered in bumper harvests for three consecutive years.
Livestock-breeding has also been doing well. The number
of livestock has increased compared with 1959. Handi-
craft industry has been revived and developed. With the
benefits of democratic reform and increased production,
the living standards of the peasants, herdsmen and han-
dicraftsmen have begun to improve.

Development of United Front

In the revolutionary struggle in Tibet, united front
work is of the utmost importance. After the peaceful
liberation of Tibet and before the quelling of the rebel-
lion, the Communist Party worked hard to form a united
front in the region. At that time, a section of the upper
strata in Tibet was reactionary. They had all along colluded
with imperialism and foreign reactionaries and plotted to
split Tibet away from the motherland. Another section
of the upper strata was patriotic. They had opposed this
undermining of the unification of the motherland and
maintained certain links with the people; they co-operated
with the Central People’s Government both before and

* These teams are an elementary form of transition from
individual peasant production to socialist agriculture. The
peasant household which joins a team still owns its own land
and other means of production and carries on farming in-
dependently. The peasants engage in collective labour and
make common use of certain draught animals and farm
tools.—Ed.
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after liberation and made important contributions to the
peaceful liberation of Tibet and the implementation of the
Agreement on Measures for the Peaceful Liberation of
Tibet. The third section, which is politically middle-of-the-
road, was anti-imperialist and patriotic to a certain extent;
they kept in close touch with the masses on the questions
of nationalities and religion. To unite with them and win
them over therefore served the interests of strengthening
national unity and winning over the masses. Unily with
leading patriotic individuals and the strengthening of the
patriotic progressive forces isolated the secessionists and
dealt blows to the traitorous reactionary forces; this unity
played a very important role in consolidating the unifica-
tion of the country and strengthening the unity of the
various nationalities, above all, the unity between Hans
and Tibetans.

The united front, however, had serious limitations be-
fore democratic reform. The people’s democratic united
front led by the Communist Party includes two alliances,
namely the alliance between the working class and the
other labouring people, mainly the peasants, and the
alliance between the working class and those non-labouring
people with whom co-operation is possible. Both alliances
are indispensable. The former alliance is the basis and the
latter, an allied force. During that period, feudal serf-
dom was left intact, the land question of the broad masses
of peasants was not yet solved and the labouring people
had not really gained democrati¢ rights. Therefore, the
worker-peasant alliance was not yet consolidated. At that
time, only support of the Communist Party leadership,
patriotism and opposition to imperialism were taken as
the common political bases of the united front. Therefore,
although the united front in Tibet of that time constituted
in general a component part of the nationwide people’s
democratic united front and was quite broad in itself, it
was actually only an anti-imperialist patriotic united
front.

After the quelling of the rebellion and the institution
of democratic reform, feudal serfdom was abolished, the
peasants’ land question solved, the people’s demoeratic
state power was established at various levels and the
labouring people began to exercise democratic rights as
masters in their own house. Only then did the worker-
peasant alliance become steadily more consolidated and
developed. In these circumstances, the united front led by
the Communist Party in Tibet was developed, expanded,
strengthened, consolidated and was raised to a higher level
— it became the people’s democratic united front in fact
as well as in name.

Today, the patriotic section of the upper strata in Tibet
is a part of the people, an ally of the revolution. Most of
them have successfully taken the road of democratic re-
form; their political understanding and patriotic conscious-
ness have been further enhanced and they are willing to
remould themselves and contribute to the revolutionary
cause of the Tibetan people — all this, thanks to the efforts
of the Communist Party which united with and educated
them patiently. The Party's united front policy will
continue to be implemented so as to unite all the forces
that can possibly be united and bring all positive factors
into play.

The Question of Religion

The great majority of the Tibetans in the region have
for a long time been believers in Lamaism. So here the
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question of religion becomes one of a mass
character involving the nationalities question. Since
Lamaism is an important branch of Buddhism, it
is also a question that is international in character.

Communists are atheists. But they understand
clearly that religion has its deep natural and
social roots. Their duty is first of all to liberate
the masses from class oppression. They uphold
the policy of freedom of religious belief. Whether
to believe or not, or what religion to believe in
are matters for the people themselves to decide.
The Communist Party and Government will res-
pect and protect them all and will never interfere
in or settle this question of religious belief for
the masses by means of administrative orders.

There is a strict line drawn between political
questions and questions of religious belief, and
everything is done to ensure political unification
and religious freedom. In the stage of the demo-
cratic revolution, the main criteria for unity
and co-operation between religious circles, on the
one hand, and the Communist Party and the Peo-
ple’s Government, on the other, are: support of .
the leadership of the Communist Party and the !
People’s Government, patriotism and opposition to 3
imperialism, observance of the laws and statutes | °
of the Government, and support of democratic F
reform. This entirely conforms to the common
political interests of the Tibetan people of all
strata. In accordance with the policy of freedom
of religious belief, the Communist Party and the People’s
Government respect and protect the religious beliefs of the
people in religious circles and the masses, and the religious
activities of the monasteries.

In the past the monasteries were controlled by lamas
of the top ranks of the religious hierarchy who came from
families of the nobility and tribal chieftains and enjoyed
feudal privileges. Not a few of these lamas used the monas-
teries to plot and carry out rebellion and counter-revolu-
tionary activities. Profound political and economic con-
tradictions existed between them and the mass of labour-
ing people. In the course of putting down the rebellion
and carrying out democratic reform, the Communist Party
on the one hand adopted a policy of religious freedom
towards those lamas of the top ranks of the hierarchy in
the monasieries and people in religious circles who did
not take part in the rebellion, protected the monas-
teries under patriotic and law-abiding lamas, also patriotic
and law-abiding people in religious circles, protected
legitimate religious activities, and made appropriate
arrangements for them both politically and economic-
ally. On the other hand, a campaign was launched
in the monasteries against rebellion, feudal privileges and
the system of feudal exploitation and oppression; a system
of democratic administration was introduced in the mon-
asteries. Since democratic reform in the monasteries was
firmly carried out according to the principle of political
unification and religious freedom, it was supported by
the broad masses of the people as well as by patriotic
individuals in religious circles.

During the course of democratic reform, Panchen
Erdeni put forward five points for the work of the monas-
teries. They are: 1. the monasteries must give up ex-
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Cadres helping Tibetan peasants harvest barley

Photo by Chen Tsung.lich

ploitation; 2. the monasteries must implement democratic
administration; 3. the monasteries must observe govern-
ment laws and statutes and the Constitution of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China; 4. the monasteries must engage in
production; 5. the Government will guarantee the livelihood
of the old and young lamas and professional reciters of
the scriptures. These five points are excellent and have
been carried out step by step in the work of the monas-
teries. Also upon the suggestion of Panchen Erdeni, a
group of learned lamas has been organized for research
and profound study of the Buddhist scriptures.

National Regional Autonomy

The aim of introducing democratic reform in Tibet is
to liberate its productive forces, develop Tibet's political,
economic and cultural undertakings and raise the living
standards of the Tibetan labouring people so that the
Tibetans in Tibet may prosper in socialist China and join
the ranks of the more advanced nationalities.

The Communist Party’s basic policy on the national
question is to bring about equality and unity among the
nationalities. National regional autonomy is an essential
sign of the realization of equality and unity among the
nationalities. It means that a national minority adminis-
ters its own internal affairs. This can be carried out in
China only under the leadership of the working class and
its vanguard, the Communist Party. The Party’s policy
of national regional autonomy has been written into the
Constitution of China.

It is explicitly stipulated in the Agreement on Measures
for the Peaceful Liberation of Tibet that national regional
autonomy will be carried out in Tibet. The Preparatory
Committee for the Tibet Autonomous Region was estab-
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lished in 1956. In spite of obstruction and sabotage by
the reactionary clique of the Tibetan upper strata, working
personnel and the People’s Liberation Army in Tibet have
firmly upheld the policy of national equality and unity,
treated the Tibetans as equals, respected their customs and
habits, helped them build highways, set up schools, hospi-
tals, develop trade and granted them agricultural loans,
thereby strengthening the unity between Hans and Tibet-
ans and among the Tibetans themselves. As a result of
the armed rebellion in March 1959, the State Council dis-
solved the former Tibetan local government and the Pre-
paratory Committee for the Tibet Autonomous Region took
over the functions and power of the local government.

In order to implement national regional autonomy,
large numbers of minority cadres must be trained. Only
when this has been done can the people of the nationality
concerned exercise their rights as masters in their own
house.

The preparatory work to set up the Tibet Autonomous
Region is being stepped up. Among the 11 chairman and
vice-chairmen of the Preparatory Committee nine are of
Tibetan nationality. The administrative organs for the
seven special administrative regions, one municipality and
72 counties of the Tibet region have been set up. In ad-
dition, 283 district and 1,009 township administrative
organs have been established. In all there are today in
Tibet over 6,000 cadres of Tibetan nationality, among
whom over 300 hold leading posts as heads of special
administrative regions, counties and districts. More than

Sino-Indian Relations

1,000 of them have joined the Communist Party and over
2,000 have joined the Communist Youth League. When
conditions are ripe, general elections will be held in Tibet
to establish the people’s congresses and the Tibet Autono-
mous Region itself.

While continuing to train large numbers of cadres
of Tibetan nationality, it is also necessary to have a cer-
tain number of cadres of Han and other nationalities to
help build a prosperous and happy new Tibet. Tibetan and
Han cadres co-operate closely, respecting, confiding in,
learning from and helping each other.

Tasks Ahead

The task that lies ahead in Tibet is to complete dem-
ocratic reform thoroughly and prepare the conditions
for socialist transformation. In order to fulfil this task,
efforts are, first of all, being concentrated on leading the
masses to develop production, bring about economic pros-
perity, improve the people’s livelihood and rid the region
of poverty and backwardness, the legacy of feudal serfdom.
Among other things, efforts are also being made to
educate the masses ideologically and politically in the
democratic revolution, to educate them in patriotism as
well as in the prospects of socialism, to strengthen united
front work, to bring about unity with and to educate the
people of the upper social strata, to expand Communist
Party and Communist Youth League organizations, and to
prepare actively for general elections and for the establish-
ment of the Tibet Autonomous Region.

New Delhi‘'s Dangerous Game

by CHOU CHUN-LI

INO-INDIAN relations have further deteriorated re-
cently.

On June 3, the Sino-Indian treaty on trade and in-
tercourse between China’s Tibet Region and India expired
without a new treaty having been signed to replace it.
The world press reports stepped-up Indian military
activities along the Sino-Indian border. Indian armed
intrusions into China’s Sinkiang and Tibet have also in-
creased. Indian troops have penetrated deep into China;
they have set up new military posts on Chinese territory.
Indian provocations against Chinese frontier guards have
been frequent. In addition, the Indian Government is
trying to whip up anti-Chinese feeling among the Indian
people by using the Kashmir question and the planned
Sino-Pakistan negotiations for a provisional boundary
agreement between the two countries (see p. 11).

All this is happening at a time when China, despite
the fact that she has right on her side in the Sino-Indian
boundary controversy, is doing everything within her
power to try and bring about a settlement of the dispute.
Time and again the Chinese Government has offered to
negotiate with the Indian Government on the boundary
question and to maintain the status quo on the disputed
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boundary pending agreement. The Indian Government
has turned down all these proposals, making impossible
demands as pre-conditions for negotiations.

Contrasting Attitudes to Treaty Renewal

The cause of the failure to hold negotiations for a
new treaty to replace the 1954 treaty on trade and inter-
course between China's Tibet Region and India vividly
illustrates the contrasting attitudes of the two Govern-
ments towards Sino-Indian relations.

Six months ago, in December 1961, the Chinese Gov-
ernment sent a note to the Indian Government proposing
that negotiations be held to conclude a new agreement to
replace the old treaty. This was rejected by the Indian
Government on the grounds that the prerequisite for such
negotiations was the reversal of so-called “Chinese aggres-
sive policies.” A second Chinese note in March this year
met the same rebuff, this time with the demand for the
withdrawal of Chinese troops from so-called “Indian ter-
ritory.” This made it clear that the Indian Government
had no desire to promote economic and cultural exchanges
between the two countries and improve relations. All it
wanted was to use the negotiations to force China to
submit to its demands on the Sino-Indian boundary issue.
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The Indian Government seeks to justify its stubborn
and unreasonable stand on the pretext that China has
“violated” the 1954 agreement and the Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence. In other words, it has used the
Sino-Indian boundary dispute and the tension between
the two countries, which it itself created, to reject
the Chinese proposal. However, one thing is clear: it
is China which is the wronged party both on the question
of implementation of the 1954 agreement and on the ques-
tion of the maintenance of the status quo on the boundary.

As is well known, China and India had been on good
terms until the Indian Government changed its attitude
towards Sino-Indian relations. Particularly after the re-
bellion in Tibet in 1959, the Indian Government flagrantly
violated the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence and
the 1954 agreement. It openly supported the Tibetan reb-
els and crudely interfered in China’s internal affairs. At
the same time, it imposed an economic embargo on the
Tibet Region of China and clamped down various restric-
tions on the Chinese trade agency in Kalimpong.

Yet, despite all this, the Chinese Government has
persistently pursued a policy of entering into negotiations
to settle its differences with the Indian Government. The
proposal it made to negotiate a new treaty with India
was aimed at relaxing Sino-Indian tension and creating a
more friendly atmosphere between the two countries. It
was hoped that since the Indian Government had rejected
all earlier Chinese efforts to solve the boundary issue
through negotiations, the settlement of other problems
and improvement of Sino-Indian relations might create a
favourable atmosphere for solution of the boundary issue
itself.

What makes the Indian refusal o negotiate a new
treaty even more ominous is the fact that the Indian Gov-
ernment, disregarding repeated protests from the Chinese
Government, is doggedly provoking new border conflicts,
encroaching on Chinese territory and aggravating Sino-
Indian relations in every sphere.

More Military Provocations

In the western sector of the Sino-Indian border, India
has not only refused to evacuate its military post in the
Chip Chap river valley area in Sinkiang, China (see Pe-
king Review, No. 18, 1962); but has gone ahead to set up
still another one at Hongshantou (approximately 35°18’
N, 78°05°30” E). This place is barely eight kilometres west
southwest of the Chinese post (at approximately 35°19" N,
78°12° E) in that area.

For some iime now, Indian troops have repeatedly
intruded into the area west, northwest and southwest of
the Chinese post and engaged in harassing activities. In
the period between April 28 and May 17, 18 such cases
were recorded. Indian aircraft also took part in these
provocations. On May 10, for example, an Indian plane
circled over the Chinese post for some 30 minutes, flying
at no more than 400 metres from the ground.

In the Ari district of Tibet, China, Indian intrusions
into Chinese territory have also been frequent, and there
has been another case of provocative shooting.

On May 17, for example, five Indian military personnel
intruded into the area around 34°16" N, 79°01° E (this is
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—— For Your Reference

The Agrcement on Trade and Intercourse Beiween
the Tibet Region of China and India was signed on April
29, 1954, and came into effect on June 3 of the same
year. It was effective for a period of eight years.

The famous Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence
were written into this agreement. This was the first
time in international relations that they had been enun-
ciated. The preamble to the agreement says: the Gov-
ernments of China and India, “being desirous of pro-
moting trade and cultural intercourse between the Tibet
Region of China and India and of facilitating pilgrimage
and travel by the pcoples of China and India, have re-
solved to enter into the present agreement based on the
following principles: (1) Mutual respect for each other's
territorial integrity and sovereignty, (2) Mutual non-ag-
gression, (3) Mutual non-interference in each other’s in-
ternal affairs, (4) Equality and mutual benefit, and (5)
Peaceful coexistence.”

The main points of the agreement were the follow-
ing: The Government of India agreed to the establish-
ment of Chinese trade agencies in New Delhi, Calcutta
and Kalimpong (the one in New Delhi was not estab-
lished). The Government of China agreed to the estab-
lishment of Indian trade agencies at Yatung, Gyantse
and Gartok. The two Governments respectively speci-
fied several places as markets for trade and mutually
agreed that traders of both countries known to be custo-
marily and specifically engaged in trade between the
Tibet Region of China and India might trade at the
places specified. The agreement provided that pilgrim-
ages by religious believers of the two countries should be
carried on in accordance with custom, at specified places
on each side. The agreement also stipulated provisions
relating to the passes and route of travel to be used by
traders and pilgrims of both countries and procedures
governing travel across the border by diplomatic per-
sonnel, officials and nationals of the two countries.

the place where Indian troops provoked the Kongka Pass
Incident in October 1959) and conducted armed recon-
naissance. On the same day, another group of Indian
military personnel intruded into the area at 34°18" N,
79°01” E.

Two days later, on May 9, troops from an Indian
military strongpoint fired three shots at the Chinese post
at Jechiung. This Indian strongpoint, situated in Chinese
territory at a place south of the Spanggur Lake, was set
up only recently by Indian troops and is only about four
kilometres away from the Chinese post. An earlier prov-
ocation against the same Chinese post occurred on May
5. The incident was the subject of a Chinese protest note
on May 11 (see Peking Review, No. 20, 1962).

Still another case of intrusion occurred on May 3 when
four Indian soldiers even went about four kilometres
beyond the boundary line claimed by the Indian Govern-
ment and reached Goro (approximately 32°38” N, 79°
34" E) in Tibet where they conducted reconnaissance for
quite a time.




In the eastern sector of the Sino-Indian boundary,
Indian military personnel on May 18 again intruded into
Longju in Tibet. This followed an earlier provocation
on April 28 (see Peking Review, No. 21, 1962).

Indian intrusions into Chinese air space have also in-
creased. Counting only those verified, 67 flights took
place within the period of 56 days from March 6 to April
30, 1962. These occurred over all sectors of the Sino-
Indian border. Those over the western sector were the
most serious. It is obvious that these flights were made
in direct co-ordination with recent Indian provocations
and intrusions on the ground.

Delhi Fears Truth

While all this is going on, the Indian Government has
displayed an understandable fear of the truth. To pre-
vent the Indian public from getting to know the facts of
the Sino-Indian boundary dispute, it has resorted to con-
fiscation of news material.

Recently, the Indian Government issued orders to con-
fiscate copies of two issues of China Today, a news bulletin
published by the Chinese Embassy in India. These issues
happen to carry the Chinese Government note to the In-
dian Government dated April 30, 1962, and a brief account
of the contents of the report of the Chinese and Indian
officials on the boundary question (see Peking Review,
No. 16, 1962).

Announcing this in the Rajya Sabha on May 10, the
Indian Minister of State for External Affairs Madame
Lakshmi Menon alleged that these Chinese official docu-
ments published by the Chinese Embassy gave a “one-
sided version” of the Sino-Indian boundary question. On
May 21, Madame Menon again referred to this question
in the Lok Sabha and accused the Chinese Embassy of
“flagrant violation of the law of the land,” “abuse of
the hospitality of India” and “violation of diplomatic
ethics.” She admitted that there were established con-
ventions about the rights of foreign missions to carry on
propaganda in the host state, but declared that the news
bulletin of the Chinese Embassy which “challenges the
territorial integrity of India” was ‘“‘not permissible.”

In this respect, it should be pointed out that the In-
dian Embassy in China published in its news bulletin
India News, on March 1, 1961, a one-sided and distorted
Indian “summary” of the report of the Chinese and In-
dian officials on the boundary question. This issue of
India News was widely distributed in China.

What is more, No. 16 of Peking Review was also
banned from circulation by the Indian Government be-
cause it carried the full texts of notes exchanged between
the Chinese and Indian Governments. On May 25, an
organized group of Indians staged “demonstrations” out-
side the Chinese Embassy in India, burnt copies of China
Today and Peking Review and abused leaders of the Chi-
nese Government,

Regarding this crude suppression of information, the
Chinese Foreign Ministry sent a note dated May 29 to the
‘Indian Embassy in China. “It is in conformity with inter-
national practice for an embassy to carry in its news
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bulletins official documents and statements of its
own government,” it says. “The Indian Embassy in
China has always done this, and so has the Chinese Em-
bassy in India. Hence this right is reciprocal for both
sides, and the question of ‘defiance of the law of the land
and abusing hospitality’ does not arise at all.” The Chi-
nese note further points out: “In its note to the Chinese
Embassy in India dated September 24, 1959, the Ministry
of External Affairs of India declared that ‘the Govern-
ment of India would ask once again that the Embassy
should refrain from publishing in its bulletin any material
of whatsoever kind critical of India’s policies unless they
are official statements by the Government of China.’ The
Indian Government, however, has now gone to the length
of ignoring its own declaration and confiscated the Em-
bassy’s news bulletin carrying two official documents, that
is, the Note of the Chinese Government and a brief account
of the contents of the report of the Chinese and Indian
officials. This fact shows that it is totally lacking in good
faith and has flagrantly violated the principles of interna-
tional practice.”

India’s Lame Excuse

Referring to the fact that the news bulletin published
by the Indian Embassy in China has all along carried
documents of the Indian Government and speeches of its
officials which attacked the Chinese Government, includ-
ing the one-sided and distorted Indian “summary” of the
report of the Chinese and Indian officials, the note says
that the Chinese Government cannot understand why
the Indian Government should think that its embassy in
China can publish official documents on the boundary
question while the Chinese Embassy in India cannot. It
asks: Is it according to Indian laws and rules of conduct
that it be free to attack others while others are not
allowed to defend themselves?

The note exposes as wholly untenable the Indian Gov-
ernment’s attempt to use as a pretext for its insulting
attitude the allegation that the documents published in
China Today ‘“question India’s territorial integrity.” It
says: “As is well known to the whole world, the Sino-
Indian boundary question is a dispute between the two
countries, and it was precisely because each side questions
the views of the other on this question that the two sides
have held meetings of officials to check the facts and
explain their respective stands. The brief account of
the contents of the report of the Chinese and Indian of-
ficials carried in the news bulletin of the Chinese Embassy
is a correct representation of the facts of the Sino-Indian
boundary question and the points of difference between
the two sides. This is not to be compared with the
‘summary’ of the officials’ report published by India, which
distorts the facts.” If the Indian Government were not
aware of its own lack of justification, continues the note,
there would have been no need for it to fear that readers
of the news bulletin should get to know the true facts
and the position of the Chinese Government. The note
concludes that the suppression of the news bulletin of the
Chinese Embassy by the Indian Government precisely
exposes the weakness of the Indian Government: that is,
that the position of the Indian Government on the Sino-
Indian boundary question is based on fabrications and is
arbitrary and does not stand up to a cross-checking with
the facts and refutations.
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Sino-Pakistan Boundary Negotiations

The following is an abridged translation of the “Ren-
min Ribao” editorial of June 5 under the title “Sino-
Pakistan Boundary Negotiations Are a Good Thing.”
Subheads are ours.—Ed.

HE Governments of China and Pakistan have an-

nounced that they will negoliate a provisional

boundary agreement. This is heartening news to all who
cherish peace in Asia.

Along several hundred kilometres between China and
areas which are now actually controlled by Pakistan there
is a boundary which has never been delimited or
demarcated. There are practical problems on this section
of the boundary which require settlement. Frontier
guards of the two countries are patrolling on the two
sides of the boundary. In some parts of the boundary,
civilians of the two countries roam across the mountain
passes. Under present conditions there can be no absolute
guarantee that there will be no misunderstandings, or
even border disputes. In the interest of peace in Asia,
it is therefore very good that the Chinese and Pakistan
Governments have decided to negotiate a provisional
boundary agreement.

Imperialist-Created Kashmir Issue

Of course, the question of Sino-Pakistan boundary
negotiations includes a particularly complicated factor:
the areas actually controlled by Pakistan and bordering
the Sinkiang region of China involve Kashmir. And the
problem of the sovereignty over the whole of Kashmir
is a question under dispute between India and Pakistan.
Britain created this dispute when it separated India and
Pakistan. The imperialists, especially the U.S. imperial-
ists, have for over ten years been provoking bad blood
between the two countries and have interfered under
various guises in the Kashmir question, complicating the
issue still more. To date this dispute remains unsettled.

The Chinese Government and people fully understand
the national feelings of the Indian and Pakistan peoples
on this matter. They have always hoped that these two
neighbours would settle the Kashmir dispute through
mutual consultations without outside interference. They
cannot, because of the Indian-Pakistan disagreement, re-
frain from dealing with the question of the boundary
between China and neighbouring Kashmir; on the other
hand they have also given full consideration to the
Indian-Pakistan dispute over Kashmir.

Sovereignty Over Kashmir Unaffected by
Negotiations

In the press release issued by the Chinese and
Pakistan Governments concerning negotiations over the
boundary question, it was clearly stated that the two
sides will, following negotiations, sign an agreement of a
provisional nature on the demarcation of the boundary
between China’s Sinkiang and the contiguous areas, the
defence of which is under the actual control of Pakistan.
They have also agreed that “after the settlement of the
dispute over Kashmir between Pakistan and India, the
sovereign authorities concerned shall reopen negotiations
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with the Chinese Government regarding the boundary
of Kashmir so as to sign a formal boundary treaty to
replace the provisional agreement.”

This shows that the boundary negotiations between
China and Pakistan do not in any way prejudice the issue
of sovereignty over Kashmir. It also shows that the Chi-
nese Government remains true to the Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence, adheres to a policy of friendship
and good neighbourliness and has always maintained a
clearcut stand not to become involved in the dispute be-
tween India and Pakistan over Kashmir. This position
of the Chinese Government is forthright and un-
impeachable.

Unreasonable Indian Protest

What is surprising, however, is the fact that the Indian
Government should protest against Sino-Pakistan
boundary negotiations. The Chinese Government in its
note of reply has refuted this adequatély and comprehen-
sively (see page 12). Any reasonable person, we believe,
will understand and support China’s stand. The Indian
ruling circles are making use of the Indian people’s feel-
ings about the Kashmir issue to attack China, hoping
thereby to whip up fresh anti-Chinese sentiment, and to
cover up their arbitrary and arrogant action in refusing
to settle the Sino-Indian boundary question and in ag-
gravating border tensions. But they will never succeed
in their purpose by such action.

As far as Sinc-Pakistan negoliations for a provisional
boundary agreement are concerned, anyone who cares to
stop and think coolly over the question will have no diffi-
culty in understanding that China cannot put aside the
actual boundary question between China and Pakistan
just because the Kashmir question has not been settled.
Can anyone really imagine that if there is a delay of an-
other ten years or more in settling the Kashmir dispute,
China should throughout these years leave unsettled the
existing boundary question with its neighbour Pakistan?

As far as the Sino-Indian boundary question is con-
cerned, the Chinese Government has always been in
favour of a peaceful solution through negotiations. While
agreeing with the Pakistan Government to negotiate a
provisional boundary agreement, it expressed to the In-
dian Government its sincere desire for a negotiated settle-
ment of the Sino-Indian boundary question. The Indian
Government, however, rejected this friendly approach. It
is obviously not China’s fault that no agreement has so
far been reached to negotiate the Sino-Indian boundary
question. In this situation is it possible for anyone to
imagine that so long as the Indian Government refuses to
negotiate the boundary question, China should not
negotiate boundary questions with other neighbours?

China’s Stand: Settlement of Dispute Through
Negotiations
As in the past, the Chinese Government and people
stand by their wish for a friendly settlement of the
Kashmir question between India and Pakistan. Regarding
the Sino-Indian boundary question, the Chinese Govern-
ment persists in its stand of striving for a peaceful seitle-
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ment through negotiations. The Chinese Government and
people sincerely wish to establish and develop friendly
relations with all neighbours; they sincerely wish for Sino-
Indian and Sino-Pakistan friendship, for friendship be-
tween the sister countries of India and Pakistan, and for
ever growing friendship among all the Asian and African
countries on the basis of the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence and the spirit of the Bandung Conference.

Since Burma and Nepal have already settled their
boundary questions with China, and since Pakistan and

China have decided to negotiate, why can’t the Indian
Government agree to negotiate with the Chinese Govern-
ment to solve the boundary question? There is no funda-
mental conflict of interests between the Chinese and
Indian peoples and they should remain friendly for ever.
We are convinced that the Sino-Indian boundary question
will eventually be settled too, that the friendly relations
between China and India will be restored and developed,
and that the friendly relations between China and all
other Asian countries will be developed and strengthened.

China Rejects India’s “Protest”

On June 4, the Chinese Foreign Ministry published its note of May 31, 1962,
to the Indian Embassy in China categorically rejecting the Indian Government’s note
of May 10 which unreasonably objected to Sino-Pakistan negotiations for a pro-
visional boundary agreement.

The note points out that there is a boundary of several hundred kilometres be-
tween China’s Sinkiang and the areas the defence of which is under the control
of Pakistan, and that this boundary has never been formally delimited and de-
marcated. It is therefore entirely necessary, proper, legitimate and in accordance with
international practice for the Chinese Government to agree with the Government
of Pakistan to negotiate a provisional agreement concerning this boundary pending
a final settlement of the Kashmir question. The note protests against the Indian

| Government’s wanton slander and attempt, using the pretext of the Kashmir dis-
pute, to intimidate China and oppose the Sino-Pakistan boundary negotiations. These
activities of the Indian Government show that it is bent on making use of the Sino-
Pakistan negotiations to whip up anti-Chinese sentiments and aggravate tension

between China and India.
The text of the note is as follows:

TI-IE Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Re-
public of China presents its compliments to the
Embassy of India in China and, with reference to the
note of the Ministry of External Affairs of India dated
May 10, 1962, has the honour to state the following:

1. The Indian Government in its note has gone to
the length of lodging a protest with the Chinese Govern-
ment against Sino-Pakistan negotiations for a provisional
boundary agreement and wantonly slandering and in-
timidating China. The Chinese Government categorically
rejects the unjustifiable protest of the Indian Government
and, from the Indian Government’s completely unreason-
able attitude of imposing its will on others, cannot but
draw with regret the conclusion that the Indian Govern-
ment is bent on making use of the Sino-Pakistan negotia-
tions to whip up anti-Chinese sentiments and aggravate
the tension between China and India.

2. The Indian note alleges that the Chinese Govern-
ment accepted without reservation the position that
Kashmir is under Indian sovereignty, that there is no
common boundary between China and Pakistan, and that
therefore China has no right to conduct boundary negotia-
tions with Pakistan. This allegation is totally untenable,
When did the Chinese Government accept without any
reservation the position that Kashmir is under Indian
sovereignty? The Indian Government could not cite any
official Chinese document to prove this arbitrary conten-
tion but, basing itself solely on the guesswork and im-
pression of Indian diplomatic officials who have been to
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China, insisted that Chinese Government authorities had
made statements to that effect. This is not only a uni-
lateral misrepresentation of the fact but a conclusion im-
posed on others, to which the Chinese Government
categorically objects. There is a boundary of several
hundred kilometres between China’s Sinkiang and the
areas the defence of which is under the control of Pakis-
tan, and it has never been formally delimited and de-
marcated. If one does not shut his eyes to the facts,
how can he assert that there is no common boundary
between China and Pakistan? Since both China and
Pakistan are sovereign states, why cannot China conduct
negotiations with Pakistan to settle the question of the
actually existing common boundary so as to maintain tran-
quillity on the border and amity between the two coun-
tries? Long before it agreed with the Government of
Pakistan to negotiate the boundary question, the Chinese
Government had repeatedly proposed, and now still pro-
poses, to conduct negotiations with the Indian Government
for the settlement of the Sino-Indian boundary question.
But the Indian Government has again and again turned
down China’s proposal, consequently the Sino-Indian
boundary question remains unsettled and the situation on
the Sino-Indian border becomes increasingly tense. Now
the Indian Government not only refuses itself to negotiate
a settlement of the boundary question with China, but
objects to China’s negotiating a boundary settlement with
Pakistan. Does it mean that the Indian Government,
after creating the Sino-Indian boundary dispute, wishes
to see a similar dispute arise between China and Pakistan?

Peking Review




3. The boundary negotiations between China and

Pakistan do not at all involve the question of the owner-

ship of Kashmir. The agreement between the Govern-

ments of China and Pakistan made it crystal clear that

after the settlement of the dispute between Pakistan and

India over Kashmir, the sovereign authorities concerned

shall reopen negotiations with the Chinese Government

on the question of the Kashmir boundary so as to con-

clude a formal boundary treaty to replace the provisional

agreement to be signed after the Sino-Pakistan negotia-

[ tions. The signing of such an agreement will only help

maintain tranquillity on the existing boundary between

China and Pakistan, and will in no way prejudice a peace-

ful settlement of the Kashmir dispute between India

and Pakistan. The Indian Government is wholly unjus-

tified in objecting to boundary negotiations between China
and Pakistan on the pretext of the Kashmir dispute.

4, With regard to the Kashmir dispute, it has been
the consistent position of the Chinese Government to be
impartial and to wish that India and Pakistan will reach
a peaceful settlement. This has been, and still is, the
Chinese position. The Indian Government is clearly aware
of this. Suffice it to point out the fact that Premier Chou
En-lai declared at a press conference in Calcutta on De-
cember 9, 1956, that the Chinese Government considered
the Kashmir question “an outstanding issue between India
and Pakistan.” Furthermore, Premier Chou En-lai, to-
gether with the late Prime Minister Bandaranaike of
Ceylon, made an appeal in their joint statement issued on
February 5, 1957, to India and Pakistan to strive further
for a peaceful settlement of the Kashmir question. This
attitude of the Chinese Government of never getting in-
volved in the dispute over Kashmir can in no way be
distorted and is well-known throughout the world.
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5. The Chinese Government has always refrained
from making any remarks on the historical background
of the Kashmir question. Nevertheless, the Kashmir ques-
tion is after all a dispute between two legal governments,
those of India and of Pakistan. China has diplomatic
relations with India and also with Pakistan, and India,
too, has diplomatic relations with Pakistan. The Chinese
Government only hopes that this dispute between India
and Pakistan will be seitled by them peacefully, and has
always been against anyone taking advantage of it to
sow discord in the relations between the two countries.
So far as China is concerned, nothing would be better
than a peaceful settlement of this dispute by India and
Pakistan through negotiation. However, more than ten
years have passed and despite the best wishes and ex-
pectations all along cherished by China, this dispute be-
tween India and Pakistan remains unsettled. In these
circumstances, anyone with common sense can understand
that the Chinese Government cannot leave unsettled in-
definitely its boundary of several hundred kilometres with
the areas the defence of which is under the control of
Pakistan merely because there is a dispute between India
and Pakistan over Kashmir. It is entirely necessary, prop-
er, legitimate and in accordance with international prac-
tice for the Chinese Government to agree with the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan to negotiate a provisional agreement
concerning this boundary pending a final settlement of
the Kashmir question. What fault can be found with
this? Yet in its note the Indian Government rudely slan-
ders the Chinese Government’s agreeing to open negotia-
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tions with Pakistan as taking advantage of the difference
between India and Pakistan and committing aggression
against India. But unreasonable assertions can never hold
water. The fact, on the contrary, is that the Indian Gov-
ernment itself is secking to make use of the boundary
question to sew discord in the relations between China
and Pakistan. On May 7, 1962, Prime Minister Nehru
openly admitted in the Indian Parliament that “we treated
the Pakistan Government in a friendly way in these mat-
ters because we thought that any action which they might
take should be in line with the action we were taking in
regard to this border and should not conflict.” Small
wonder that the Indian Government should get so excited
about Sino-Pakistan negotiations! Its scheme to sow dis-
cord in the relations between China and Pakistan has
failed!

6. The excitement of the Indian Government will
only bring results contrary to its expectations. Anyone
in the world with common sense will ask: Since the
Burmese and Nepalese Governments can settle their
boundary questions with China in a friendly way through
negotiations and since the Government of Pakistan has
also agreed with the Chinese Government to negotiate a
boundary settlement, why is it that the Indian Government
cannot negotiate and settle its boundary question with
the Chinese Government? Such a common-sense query is
indeed rather embarrassing. But it is useless to get furious
with China. As in the past, the Chinese Government
still stands for a friendly settlement of the Sino-Indian
boundary question through peaceful negotiations. The
Indian Government’s unenviable situation on this matter
is of its own making. For example, the Indian Govern-
ment’s note says: “It is the India-China boundary which
starts from the tri-junction of the boundaries of India,
China and Afghanistan . . . and runs eastward up to the
tri-junction of the boundaries of India, Burma and China.”
Pray, what kind of an assertion is that? Not only are
the areas the defence of which is under the control of
Pakistan negated, but even Nepal no longer exists, Sikkim
no longer exists, and Bhutan no longer exists! This is
out-and-out great-power chauvinism. The Indian Govern-
ment should realize that it is now in the sixties of the
20th century and that the cursed era in which great
powers controlled everything has gone for ever. Anyone
who persists in an attitude of great-power chauvinism in
international affairs will always knock his head against
a stone wall.

7. The Chinese Government is deeply cenvinced that
it is a good thing to hold boundary negoliations between
China and Pakistan, ,which are in the interest of hoth
friendship among Asian countries and peace in Asia. No
slander of any kind can ever distort this fact. The posi-
tion of the Chinese Government is not difficult for any
reasonable person to understand. One who tries to make
use of Sino-Pakistan negotiations to whip up anti-Chinese
sentiments will enly be lifting a rock to crush his own
toes in the end. The Chinese Government hopes that the
Indian Government will coolly think it over: Would it
not be better to make some earnest effort towards a
peaceful settlement of the Sino-Indian boundary question,
rather than wasting its strength in such fruitless quarrel?

The Minisiry of Forcign Affairs of the People’s Re-
public of China avails itself of this opportunity to renew
to the Embassy of India in China the assurances of its
highest consideration.
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Brazil Newsletter

In the “Kingdom of Coffee”

by TAN WEN -JUI

I WAS offered a cup of strong, black coffee the moment

I stepped onto Brazilian soil. “How do you like it?
Not bad, eh?” My Brazilian friend was anxious to know
what T thought of his national beverage.

“Excellent,” T said, “it certainly comes up to my ex-
pectations.” This was no mere compliment; I certainly
meant it. Brazilian coffee has an especially strong aroma
that appeals even to those who usually don’t drink coffee.

In the ensuing days in Brazil I drank at least six or
seven cups of coffee a day: coffee at breakfast, coffee
after lunch and dinner, coffee at “tea-time.” When you
called on a friend, coffee was served the moment you sat
down; when you took a stroll along the streets, your
Brazilian friends were sure to invite you to a roadside cafe
for a cup of coffee at the counter; and most probably, you
would be served a cup of coffee at the barber’s too, while
waiting your turn. When I was flying over the states of
eastern Brazil, I saw vast expanses of the famous terra
roxa soil sliced into countless dark-green coffee planta-
tions. In the city of Sao Paulo, I saw coffee stacked in
sacks to form a pyramid and women'’s bracelets and neck-

laces with beads of coffee beans. Brazil is indeed the
“Kingdom of Coffee.”

Land of Coffee

The native home of coffee is, of course, Ethiopia.
Coffee-growing in Brazil has only 200-odd years’ history
behind it. No coffee was ever grown in the Americas
until the 18th century, when, in 1727, coffee was brought
to Brazil by a French officer from Martinique. Coffee
trees were first planted in areas around the Amazon
estuary in the north. It was only some time later that
they finally found their “paradise” on the deep terra roxa
soil in the southeastern hilly regions of Brazil which, on
account of their fertility and moisture, are the most suit-
able for the cultivation of coffee. Today, the coffee
plantations are concentrated in Sao Paulo, Minas Gerais,
Espirito Santo and Parana. Sao Paulo state alone pro-
duces over 40 per cent of Brazil’s total output and devotes
two million hectares of land to coffee-growing. In all,
some 3.82 million hectares of the nation’s total 16 million
hectares of land under cultivation are coffee-growing
areas. Thus, Brazil has become the second native home
of coffee and today produces more than one half of the
world’s total output, or between 30 to 40 million sacks
(60 kilogrammes per sack) a year.

To date, coffee remains the foundation of the Brazilian
economy, accounting for about 60 per cent of the country’s
total exports. In 1961, for instance, Brazil’s total exports
were valued at around U.S. $1,200 million with coffee ex-
ports valued at more than $700 million. With this money
Brazil buys grain, raw materials, industrial equipment and
the other sundry goods it needs.

The author is a member of the Chinese Journalists’
Delegation which toured Latin America early this year.
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Coffee is the fruit of the Brazilian farmers’ toil. It
takes at least two to three years to open up a coffee plan-
tation — first to clear the ground, then to turn up the soil
before the seedlings are planted. The life of the tenant-
farmers and farmhands who run the coffee plantations
after they are planted is just as hard and ill-paid as that
of those who open up the plantations. A landlord who
has land suitable for coffee-growing usually rents oul the
land to farmers under a special arrangement: the farmer
undertakes to plant the coffee seedlings but is allowed to
grow food crops on strips of land between the coffee
trees. After a few years, when the coffee plants are ready
for harvesting the plantation owner takes back the land,
and employs agricultural workers to take care of the coffee
plants, to do the picking, curing (drying) and get the crop
to market. The plantation owners resort to all sorts of
means to rack profits from these workers.

At the Capivari Coffee Plantation

One March afternoon, I paid a visit to Capivari, a
coffee plantation some 120 kilometres from the city of
Sao Paulo. Leaving the city by car, we sped northwest
along a broad highway. It was scorchingly hot under the
tropical sun. In two hours we came to Campinas, the
second biggest city in Sao Paulo state. Just past Cam-
pinas we turned into a narrow, rough road lined with
tall araucaria trees which provided cool and refreshing
shade. Before long our car passed through the entrance
of the coffee plantation.

Capivari, covering an area of some 200 hectares with
130.000 coffee trees, is not a small plantation, though it is
not among the biggest in Brazil some of which have over
one million coffee trees. Every year one and a half
kilogrammes of coffee beans can be picked from each
coffee tree: in other words, this plantation, with its 130,000
trees, produces approximately 200,000 kilogrammes of
coffee. A full-grown coffee tree, I was told, bears crops
for twenty, thirty years or even longer. At Capivari, I
saw many plantations of neatly laid out, well-pruned
coffee trees. Bordering each plantation were rows of tall
trees serving as shelter belts against strong winds. All
the coffee trees are more than ten feet high, with clusters
of green fruit which would turn into scarlet coffee “cher-
ries” at harvest time —two or three months later. The
grounds on the plantation for drying and roasting were
shipshape, ready for the coming harvest.

The overseer of the plantation, who was the descend-
ant of a Japanese immigrant, took us around and told us
all about it. Capivari, he said, had 80 workers who for
nine hours’ work received a daily wage of 200 cruzeiros
(less than 60 U.S. cents). But the minimum spent on food
for a family of four was 180 cruzeiros a day. It was, of
course, difficult for them to keep body and soul together.
Even though coffee in Brazil is the cheapest thing money
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can buy, many plantation workers cannot afford real
coffee, and so drink a substitute made from the husk of
the coffee beans ground into powder. It was already
sunset as we walked around the plantation. Tired workers,
implements on shoulder, were shuffling home to their
shanties on the plantation. Not far from the workers’
living quarters I saw the plantation owner’s luxurious
villa where he came to spend his holidays every month.
As someone in our company figured out, the owner of
this plantation would havé an annual income of over
100,000 U.S. dollars if all his coffee crops harvesled in a
vear were sold. But the wages he paid to the workers
never exceeded $20,000 a year. After all other expenses
had been paid he could still have a very handsome
profit left. Some Brazilians say: both the imposing sky-
scrapers and the extravagance of the rich in Brazil are
built on coffee beans.

Coffee Crisis

Coffee, as its main source of wealth, is today causing
Brazil a lot of trouble. For many years now, about half
the coffee produced in Brazil remains unsold every year.
In 1961, for instance, apart from about 7 million sacks
for home consumption, there were some 32 million sacks
available for export of which only 16 million sacks were
acltually exported. How to deal with this huge amount
of unsold coffee is a real problem. In the past, surplus
coffee was poured into the sea but this, it was later dis-
covered, killed the fishes and thus threatened to ruin the
country’s fisheries. So people had coffee buried instead;
this, however, would spoil the soil and affect the country’s
agricultural production. So another solution was found:
the surplus coffee was burnt and destroyed. Every year,
tens of thousands of dollars’ worth of petrol was_used for
this purpose. Coffee production in Brazil is now being kept
down. In 1890, its output reached 51 million sacks; today,
Brazil is producing one-third less. Even so, surplus coffee
Brazil now has in stock still amounts to 50 million sacks.
In other words, even if Brazil stops producing coffee for
three successive years, it still cannot dispose of its coffee
in stock.

Another thing that worries the Brazilians is the steady
drop in coffee prices. Brazil is now producing over 30
million sacks of coffee per annum (about 1,800 million
kilogrammes), even if the price of coffee goes down by
one or two cents per kilo, the loss Brazil has to sustain is
great. Since U.S. monopoly capital buys one half of the
world’s coffee output every year and 70 per cent of Brazil’s
annual coffee exports is sold to the United States, the
price of Brazilian coffee is completely under Wall Street
control. In recent years, while importing less Brazilian
coffee, U.S. monopoly capital is also reducing its price.
In 1954, Brazil sold its coffee at $1.80 per kilo; in 1961,
the price was 66 cents. Brazil last year exported some
152,000 sacks of coffee more than in 1960 but was paid
$2.35 million less. As a result, Brazil is facing a serious
international payments crisis and is in a stringent finan-
cial predicament at home. Its indebtedness to foreign coun-
tries today has already surpassed $2,300 million.

Future Prospects

More and more people in Brazil are now anxious to
find new markets for their coffee at a better price. In
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A pyramid of coffee in the city of Sao Paulo

Rio de Janeiro, we were warmly received by peoplc of the
Instituto Brasileiro de Café (I.B.C.), a government organ
in charge of coffee production and sales. Its president
was away negotiating coffee prices in the United States
during our visit. So his deputy, Senhor Newton Ferreira
de Paiva, and other senior officers of the association
received us. We had just sat down in the reception room
when Senhor Ferreira de Paiva immediately broke the ice
by going straight to the point. His first question to us
Chinese reporters was this: “Do you think it is possible
for your people to change your habits a little and, say,
drink less tea and more coffee?”

We had no wish to disappoint him nor did we intend
to deceive him. So we just told him the plain fact: “In
the Chinese countryside, it is difficult for the folks to
give up their age-old custom of tea-drinking. But, in
the city, as the people’s living standard goes up, people may
have wider tastes than before. As a matter of fact, today,
it’s not so very rare in the city for some people to drink
coffee.” On hearing this, he and his colleagues immediaie-
ly began figuring out China's urban population. Present-
ly, they told us excitedly: “You see, we can easily solve
our problem if only your city residents consume every
yvear half a kilogramme of coffee per person.” The vice-
president of the association finally asserted that he would
work hard for the development of Sino-Brazilian trade.

On the next day, we read in a Brazilian newspaper
the news of this interview with due emphasis on the pos-
sibilities of China becoming a major consumer of coffee
and of Brazil's export of coffee to that country.
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What exactly is Brazil doing to solve its coffee
problem? While still there, we heard that the Brazilian
Government planned to reduce the area of coffee cul-
tivation, while studying the possibility of using coffee
beans for making things other than a beverage, such

Report From Hopei

as plastics, for instance. We wish them success. But,
first of all, they will have to wage a bitter struggle
against the U.S. imperialist policy of economic aggres-
sion that lines its own pocket at the expense of
others.

MOUNTAIN COMMUNE

— That Was a “No Man’s Land”
by TENG WEN

HE peasants of the Panshan Mountains know how to

fight. For centuries they fought feudal oppression
while wresting a scanty living from an ungenerous soil in
Chihsien County of Hopei Province. Around the 1940s
they helped the guerrilla forces to repulse the attacks of
Japanese invaders and later played a valiant part in over-
throwing reactionary Kuomintang rule. Now they are
well to the fore in building the new socialist society.

Good harvests were few and far between in the old
days. Grain and fruit were grown on terraces laboriously
cut and built on the sides of the mountains but there was
never enough to keep hunger at bay. Spring droughts
and summer deluges menaced the crops every year. Ir-
rigation was impossible since there were no reservoirs in
which to store water or pumps with which to tap the
streams in the valleys. The only way a man could get his
produce to market was to carry it on his shoulders down
the narrow tracks that crisscrossed the bare hillsides.

The people’s burdens grew even heavier after Japan
invaded north China in 1937. Hordes of enemy soldiers
savagely raided the Panshan mountain villages, burning,
looting and killing. The people, led by the Communist
Party, fought back heroically and kept up their resistance
until Japan’s surrender in 1945. Since liberation the
people have advanced steadily towards the goal of a
prosperous life for all.

Progress was greatly hastened when in 1958, the 32
scattered villages in the region formed the Guanzhuang
People’s Commune. The story of their advance since then
and of their earlier struggles to raise themselves from
the depths of poverty and oppression is well worth telling.

Japanese Invaders Beaten Back

Early in the War of Resistance Against Japan in the
late thirties, the Communist Party established a base in the
Panshan Mountains. The local people rallied to its sup-
port. They formed the Panshan Militia Squad which
ceaselessly attacked the invaders and their puppets. In
1942, a Japancse cavalry contingent which had made a
surprise raid was completely wiped out by this squad
fighting alongside a regular army detachment. In a large-
scale campaign, this same squad helped a regiment of the
Communist-led Eighth Route Army annihilate three
puppet regiments.

The Japanese carried out ruthless reprisals. In the
summer of 1942, they attacked again and again trying to
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break down the people’s resistance. Shihko Village was
sacked and burnt to the ground and 26 of its people
slaughtered. Everywhere the invaders went they looted
and killed without mercy. Their aim was to force the
people to desert Panshan thus cutting off support to the
Party’s anti-Japanese base there. This practically turned
the district into a “no man’s land.”

The peasants suffered heavy losses, but they never
gave in. Their hatred for the enemy increased; their
cunning in attacking him became greater. When the
enemy raided their villages, they hid in mountain caves.
When the enemy withdrew they returned to till their
fields. Their armed units continually harried the enemy
dealing him heavy blows.

In 1945, Japan surrendered. But many villages in
the Panshan Mountains lay in ruins. The fruit trees had
been chopped down and weeds grew in profusion over
the terraces. The only stock left were a few emaciated
draught animals. The people lived in make-shift huts.
Clothes and bedding were insufficient, as of course, was
food. The people often had to mix chaff with their
grain to eke out their portion. The reactionary Kuo-
mintang carried out no work of rehabilitation. It was
only two years later when the People’s Liberation Army
freed the area that the Panshan villages began to heal
its war wounds.

Rehabilitation Begins

The key problems facing the peasants after they be-
came their own masters were to find ways to lessen the
effecis of the spring droughts and to halt the erosion
caused by summer flooding. Only then could they get
assured harvests from the land. They first tackled these
problems as far back as 1952 when they formed mutual-
aid teams. Progress was steady but slow. Prior to 1958,
about 400 tons of grain still had to be brought in an-
nually to supplement home-grown produce.

Since the formation of the people’s commune which has
much greater ability to mobilize resources of labour and
finance than the earlier forms of co-operation, there have
been rapid advances. Four small reservoirs have been
completed. A great many small projects have been built
to conserve water and soil on the mountain slopes. The
commune has sunk many deep wells equipped with
modern pumps. These measures have brought four-fifths
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of the farmland under irrigation.
Crop yields have improved im-
mensely.

A million trees have been planted
during the last few years. The soft
green of new forests now swathes the
mountain sides. Orchards have been
re-established and enlarged. Persim-
mon, walnut and pear trees yield the
commune a tidy income. The overall
reafforestation has helped a great
deal to conserve water.

Productivity Up, Incomes Rise

Bringing more land under cul-
tivation plus irrigation has pushed up
the district’s output. Even in poor
years, the amount of grain and fruit
harvested has shown a steady rise. Last
year there was little rain during
several months in the spring and early
summer, but grain yields still rose slightly. The number
of livestock has been going up over the past few years.

Guanzhuang is now more than able to feed its pop-
ulation. After storing adequate reserves, it even sold a
big surplus to the state last year. This is a far cry from
the old pre-commune days when grain had to be
shipped in.

The peasants speak highly of their new roads. As a
matter of fact, they are “roads to prosperity.” Formerly
only men with shoulder poles and baskets or mules could
negotiate the steep tracks up and down the mountains.
It was impossible to move large quantities of perishable
goods quickly enough this way. Though there was a
ready market in the county town not far away, heaps of
fruit rotted in the orchards. Prior to 1958, the People’s
Government constructed a number of roads and bridges
but many of the more remote areas were still inaccessible
to carts.

During the past few years, the people’s commune has
built 55 kilometres of motor and cart roads linking the
villages and leading to various depots from whence the
produce is trucked to the county town. Laden carts of
fruit and grain now move easily along the roads through
the mountains. On the return trip they bring all sorts
of daily necessities. Last year’s fruit harvest was good.
It would have taken at least two months to move it in the
old days. The new road network made it possible to send
fruit to the townfolks’ tables within three weeks. Not
only can the crops be profitably disposed of, but the time
saved can be usefully spent on other productive tasks.

On the social side, since the neighbouring villages
are now readily accessible, it is easier to arrange such
community activities as meetings, classes or entertain-
ments. There is much more visiting between families
and friends. Nowadays, too, most of the villages have
telephones. The old days of isolation are gone.

Revolutionary tradition is proudly maintained in these
mountain villages. Former militiamen, getting on in
years, still play a vital part in leading the people forward.
The peasants put the same enthusiasm and drive into
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Carting Manure in a Mountain Village

Sketch by Yung Tati

building the new society that they summoned up to throw
out the Japanese invaders and Kuomintang reactionaries.

A Former Militiaman

A number of the leading positions in the people’s
commune are held by former militiamen of the famous
Panshan Squad. Hale and hearty, 53-year-old Yu Lien-
hai is one of them. He is a member of the commune’s
Communist Party committee and secretary of the Party
branch at Chuanwayao Village. He was a former farm-
hand. When the Party called on the peasants to get
organized and increase output and improve the people’s
living conditions, Yu Lien-hai led the way.

No one else can better appreciate the changes that
have been wrought in his neighbourhood. Before libera-
tion his whole family, like many others, lived in a moun-
tain cave. The only clothes they had were those on their
backs. To have enough to eat was a luxury unknown to
them. Today they live in a brick house. Besides having
adequate food and clothing, they own a bicycle, radio
and many other personal possessions. The three adults
in the family have all attended spare-time literary classes
and can read the papers and write letters.

When they recall how they were deprived of school-
ing in their own childhood, Yu Lien-hai and the other
older folks almost envy today’s children. Up to the time
of liberation, the Guanzhuang area had only one primary
school. At present, practically all school-age children
are enrolled at the 28 primary schools in the district.
Recently they established their first middle school.

At the foot of the mountains is the revolutionary
martyrs cemetery. Here sleep the district’s heroes who
died for the people’s cause. A great monolith, a Hall of
Remembrance and a museum near by honour their mem-
ory. The Guanzhuang people are proud of their pres-
ent achievements but not for a moment do they forget
or cease to pay homage to those who pioneered the way
that is transforming their land from one of bleak poverty
to one of prosperity and happiness.
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MUSIC

Biggest Shanghai Festival

Shanghai’s Spring Music Festival
this year was notable for the number
of new works— 80— which were
performed. They ranged from songs
through chamber music to symphonies.
There was certainly a big range too
in the ages of performers: from 6 to
78 years.

This was the biggest local music
festival ever held in China, even sur-
passing the one recently held in Can-
ton. In the seventeen days of music
making ended on May 21 some 1,400
musicians and singers from 27 local
troupes or institutions gave 40 con-
certs in the downtown Music Hall
and a new theatre in Minhang, a ris-
ing satellite town. Musicians from
more than 20 cities in China attended
the festival.

Since they began as an annual event
in 1960, the Shanghai festivals have
attracted increasing attention. This
year so many wished to perform that
they had to be strictly auditioned by
a special jury. Nevertheless the items
finally selected added up to 17 sepa-
rate concert programmes including
symphonies (three new ones), cantatas
(tlwo new ones), traditional Chinese
music, operatic and light music,
orchestral and solo works. Forty-two
vocalists and instrumentalists gave
solo performances,

Many New Works

Among the new works performed
two of the symphonies aroused the

greatest interest: The Long March
and Epic of a Hero. Both derive
their inspiration from the historic

Long March of the Chinese Red Army
ir the 30s. Both create vivid musical
images of the Red Armymen; they are
brilliantly scored, rich in Chinese na-
tional flavour and grand in concep-
tion. Ting Shan-teh, noted composer
and Vice-President of the Shanghai
Conservatory, worked for three years
on the five movements of The Long
March symphony. He makes skilful
use of folk songs of the revolutionary
base areas and dance tunes of the na-
tional minorities who live on the
route of the Long March. His musical
idioms are felicitous and readily un-
derstood. The promise of the earlier
movements, which we heard before,
was fully sustained. Its first full
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performance was ably rendered by
the Shanghai Symphony Orchestra
under the baton of Huang Yi-chun.

Epic of a Hero is a choral sym-
phony, a form never before attempted
by a Chinese composer. The lyrics
for the choral part are taken from
five poems written by Chairman Mao
in the course of the Long March. Iis
composer Chu Chien-erh has come to
this major composition after working
for many years in a People’s Libera-
tion Army cultural troupe and writ-
ing many popular songs. He studied
for five years at the Moscow Con-
servatoire and the Epic, composed in
1960, was his graduation work. It
was revised many times before seeing
its premiere at the recent festival.

No Shanghai composer ever at-
tempted to write a symphony before
liberation. But eight (including two
symphonic poems) were written in
the past four years alone. New sym-
phonies were performed at each of
the city's three spring music festivals.

Two new cantatas were performed
at the festival. Storm at Anyuan by
Ssutu Han, leader of the Shanghai
City Chorus, and Hsin Shang-teh,
depicts the revolutionary struggles of
Anyuan (Kiangsi Province) miners
during the 20s. Golden Lake by
Chang Tun-chih, who graduates from
the Shanghai Conservatory this sum-
mer, is a lyrical piece describing the
building of water conservancy works
by commune members in a minority
area in Yunnan Province in the south-
west.

The three-movement Joy of a
Bumper Cotton Harvest was played
at the festival by a 50-piece orchestra,
using hugin (2-stringed fiddle), pipa
(Chinese lute), bamboo flutes. pipes,
sheng (mouth organ), gugin and
guzheng (ancient zithers), gongs,
drums and other Chinese instruments.
An orchestra of traditional instru-
ments this size was quite an innova-
tion.

The new works presented at the
festival differed greatly in form and
content. But they had one thing in
common: all were the result of the
labours of composers who had lived
for a long time among the masses.
During the writing of his Long March
symphony for example, Ting Shan-teh
twice went to the provinces along the
route of the Long March and called
on veteran Red Armymen, scouts,
commanders and political commissars

as well as peasants in the former base
areas. Ssutu Han, Hsin Shang-teh
and Chang Tun-chih went to the An-
yuan Mines and the Yunnan minority
area respectively; they worked along-
side and lived among the miners and
rural commune members, and per-
formed for them. And the resulting
works have deep roots in life.
Dynamic and rich in meaningful
music they were well received by fes-
tival audiences.

Music of All Ages and Countries

The festival programmes included
an extraordinary variety of composi-
tions. These ranged from all types of
Chinese music both ancient and con-
temporary to the classical and modern
music of many other countries. Chi-
nese compositions included works by
Nieh Erh and Hsien Hsin-hai, pioneers
of Chinese revolutionary music; re-
cent works in praise of the general
line for building socialism, the great
leap forward and the people’s com-
mune; folk songs and music of the
minority peoples; and ancient tunes
and songs dating back over 2,000
years. Some lovely revived ancient
melodies for the gugin and guzheng
were performed, thanks to the dili-
gent efforts of researchers and musi-
cologists who have uncovered and
deciphered rare ancient scores. The
singing of ancient songs was some-
thing new in Shanghai though Chi-
nese history tells of many famous
songs and singers and ancient Chi-
nese poems were eminently musical
and singable. At the festival, music
lovers had the good fortune to hear
some beautiful ancient songs of the
Han (206 B.C.-220 A.D.), Tang (618-
907 AD.), and Sung (960-1279 A.D.)
Dynasties to the accompaniment of
the gugin. These were lost for many
years and were revived only recently.

Western music played ranged all
the way from Bach and Beethoven to
Johann Strauss. Also performed were
folk tunes and folk songs of the
socialist countries and many Asian,
African and Latin American lands.
Part of the items were played on
foreign instruments and sung in the
original languages. Some of the
scores and musical instruments were
gifts from foreign friends.

Five “Generations” on the
Same Stage

The oldest performer on the festival
concert stage was 78-year-old Lu
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The Shanghai Symphony Orchestra performs The Long March Symphony.
Huang Yi-chun conducting

Chiao-sheng, a famous drummer who
specializes in kunqu opera music.
He and other septuagenarians were
the first of “five generations” of
musicians who took part in the fes-
tival. These veterans, mostly special-
izing in folk and operatic music, were
all too often the “insulted and in-
jured” in the old society. But all of
them, disdaining retirement, are now
teaching at conservatories or opera
schools, helping to carry on the fine
old traditions.

Next came veteran musicians who
made their careers in the 30s or 40s
such as soprano Chou Hsiao-yen, a
vice-president of the Shanghai Con-
servatory, tenor Tsai Shao-hsu, pianist
Wu Lo-yi and the harmonica player
Shih Jen-wang. They are music pro-
fessors and seasoned artists who reg-
ularly concertize and continue to im-
prove their art. At the festival, they
won some of the most enthusiastic
applause.

The younger generation who came
to the concert stage after liberation
were more numerous. Many of them
were rigorously trained in the music
schools; but some very brilliant talents
came from different walks of life.
The alto Tung Ai-lin, for example, a
prize winner at the Fourth Interna-
tional Youth Festival in Bucharest,
was a typist-stenographer before
liberation. She made her debut after
liberation with an amateur chorus and
was an immediate hit. She has since
toured many countries in Europe and
Asia.

Chinese flautist Lu Chun-ling (his
nickname: “Magic Flute”) was one of
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the most popular soloists. He has
captivated audiences in Moscow,
Frague, Berlin, Vienna, Djakarta,

Rangoon, New Delhi, and many other
cities with his lovely playing. Before
liberation he was a taxi driver. His
first teacher was a cobbler who was
his neighbour. He became a profes-
sional musician only in 1952. Today,
at forty, he has started composing too.
At the festival, he played his new
work (op. 5) On the Steppe composed
when he flew over the beautiful In-
ner Mongolian grasslands after a tour
of the Scandinavian countries.

Then came youngsters in their late
teens or early twenties— those who
wore the red scarves of the Young
Pioneers in the early days of libera-
tion. But quite a number of them
have alrcady won national and even
international recognition.

Most of them are pianists. Li Min-
chiang, Ku Sheng-ying and Hung
Teng, for example, were all interna-
tional prize winners. Hung Teng,
who won third prize at last year’s In-
ternational George Enescu Competi-
tion, is still a fifth-year student at
the Shanghai Conservatory.  She is
a neat executant at her best with such
classics as Bach and Mozart. This
was amply demonstrated at the fes-
tival by her playing of Bach’'s German
Suite.

Hung Teng’s classmate Shen Jung
is an accomplished violinist, a prize
winner at the Second International
Schumann Competition. Her exqui-
site tone and intelligent and imagina-
tive execution was widely acclaimed
at the festival.

Twenty-five-year-old Tsetan Dron-
ma was the daughter of a former
Tibetan serf who spent her childhood
in back-breaking toil. Now she is a
fourth-year student at the Shanghai
Conservatory, getting the best music
training China can offer. Hers is an
ample soprano voice with ringing high
notes of brilliant quality. Critics at
the festival concerts hailed her as “an
exceptionally gifted newcomer.”

Juvenile talents made up the young-
est group of performers. Eleven-
year-old erhu (2-stringed fiddle)
player Fu Yu-chun was already tak-
ing part in the festival for the third
time. He played some of the most
difficult erhu pieces with precision
and polish. Twelve-year-old pianist
Hsu Fei-ping played a polonaise and
a mazurka by Chopin fluently. The
audience was delighted by Shao Tan,
a six-year-old girl who played Tchai-
kovsky and Shostakovich charmingly.

Promising young talents receive the
best of care in China today. They are
coached by experienced pedagogues
and given every opportunity to hear
good performances and perform in
public themselves. Hsu Fei-ping, for
example, is studying under Professor
Fan Chi-sen, head of the piano de-
partment of the Shanghai Conserva-
tory, even though Hsu is only a sixth-
year pupil at the music school
affiliated to the conservatory.

Shanghai has been one of China’s
musical centres for many years. But
before liberation the only Ilarge
orchestra it had was run by foreign-
ers; only five of its members were
Chinese and it gave a limited number
of concerts each season. Today, there
are some dozen professional orches-
tras, including a fine symphony
orchestra; there are also many
‘choruses and other ensembles. On an
average this year there was a concert
each day. No Shanghai musicians
ever toek part in international com-
petitions before liberation. More than
a score have won prizes at such com-
petitions since liberation. At the
time of liberation, the Shanghai Con-
servatory had 73 students and 22
pianos; it now has more than 1,000
students and 350 pianos. The Shang-
hai Spring Music Festival was or-
ganized in answer to the needs of a
situation in which music is flourish-
ing as never before and a host of ex-
cellent new musicians and singers are
coming forward.

— CHANG FENG
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