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ROUND THE WEEK

For More Cotfon

Cotton was the subject of a national
conference held recently in Peking.

The participants: responsible cadres
from the nation’s major cotton-grow-
ing provinces, special administrative
regions and counties as well as out-
standing cotton growers from rural
people’s communes and production
brigades.

The aim: to increase cotton output
next year. This is part of the national
drive to step up agricultural produc-
tion in 1963 centring on increasing
grain and cotton output.

The fact that Vice-Premiers Li
Hsien-nien and Tan Chen-lin presided
over the conference pointed up its im-
portance. Leading personnel from the
state planning, agricultural, trade,
supply and marketing, textile and
foodstuffs departments and a number
of cotton experts took part in the
discussions which covered every phase
of the problems raised and culminated
in the drawing up of concrete plans
for boosting cotton production. At the
close of the conference, Premier Chou
En-lai received its participants and
had cordial talks with them. He heard
about the results of the conference
with deep interest, and gave them
much appreciated advice and encour-
agement to fulfil the targets set.

The delegates are fully confident
that next year’s state plan for cotton
production will be fulfilled. Recogniz-
ing how important it is both for the
people and the national economy as a
whole to raise cotton output, they
pledged themselves to reach or surpass
the goals of the state plan for cotton
acreage and yields.

Measures for Higher Output. The
overall situation at the present moment
is good. Data brought to the con-
ference by delegates from various
provinces backed up the optimistic
estimate already made for next year.
The wvarious regions have mapped
out concrete measures to increase
cotton output. In allotting land to
crops in 1963, many people’s communes
are extending their cotton acreage.
Others have taken pains to select the
best plots for cotton, and have already
tilled and prepared the land for plant-
ing that crop next year. The selection
of seed, an important factor in a good
harvest, has been given added atten-

tion. Most communes report that they
have adequate quantities of good seed
in hand for the sowing next spring.

While the state will see to it that
chemical fertilizers are supplied in the
maximum possible quantities to areas
producing cotton, the people’s com-
munes themselves are doing their best
to make more compost and accumulate
more manure during the winter
months. Those in Chekiang Province
on the eastern coast have planted
100,000 mu to green manure; com-
munes in Hopei, Shantung and other
provinces are taking effective mea-
sures to accumulate more silt and
manure for next year’s cotton crop.

Other measures were also discussed
in detail. These include extension of
irrigation, increased supplies of insec-
ticides and equipment, improvements
in cultivation techniques and the
spreading of scientific knowledge on
cotton planting through technical
stations. The conference urged the
setting up of an increasing number of
these stations.

Model Farmers Meet. The nation’s
outstanding cotton growers took the
opportunity provided by the con-
ference to meet and swap experience.
Among them were Chang Chiu-hsiang.
a People’s Deputy to the National
People’s Congress and a national
model farmer from Shensi Province:
Chu Yao-li and Wu Chun-an. also
national model farmers from the
cotton-rich province of Shansi.

Most of the people’s communes from
which these model peasants come got
a good cotton crop this year and by
this autumn they were already taking
steps to raise a bigger and better crop
next year. Chu Yao-li’s account of the
Longju People’s Commune, of which
he is vice-director, was an inspiration
to all who participated in the discus-
sions. He disclosed that his commune
would plant some 40,000 mu next year
to cotton, an increase of more than 12
per cent compared to this year. Chu
Yao-li hails from Yuncheng County in
southern Shansi Province. This region
has good irrigation facilities, a mild
climate and fertile soil well suited to
cotton. Answering the demand for
more cotton, the people’s communes in
the county have drawn up plans which
will put 17 per eent more land under
cotton next year. With this larger
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acreage and higher per-mu yields they
are confident that they will boost their
cotton output. One of many other
advantageous factors is that this year
they garnered 33 per cent more grain
than last year. With their food bins
well filled they are better set to devote
more attention to cotton.

The model farmers who attended
the conference pledged that on return-
ing to their respective communes they
would take the lead in mobilizing their
fellow commune members to go in
for cotton planting in a big way. Chu
Yao-li and Wu Chun-an, old chums
in cotton growing, have decided to
tour the major cotton-producing areas
in southern Shansi to give the com-
munes there the benefit of their well-
tested experience.

Fertilizer Industry Expands

China’s chemical works are stepping
up production of fertilizer for the
farms. Many already report fulfil-
ment of this year’s plans. One of
these is the large nitrogenous fertilizer
factory in Taiyuan, Shansi Province.
By the end of November, its output
of ammonium nitrate exceeded its 1962
quota by 18 per cent. The per-ton cost
of its synthetic ammonia this year is
11 per cent below plan.

This Taiyuan factory makes nitrog-
enous fertilizer for the rural people’s
communes not only in Shansi
Province but in Hopei and Honan as
well. With this year’s production plan
fulfilled, its workers have been con-
centrating on new ideas to boost pro-
duction next year. In the past four
weeks they have put forward necarly
three hundred rationalization pro-
posals. Many of these have been
adopted and are already resulting in
increased output and greater economy
in the use of raw materials.

The chemical works in Lanchow in
the northwestern province of Kansu
achieved an all-round {fulfilment of
this year’s production goals — for out-

Taking Manure to the Cotton Fields

put, quality, costs and labour produc-
tivity — with two extra months in
hand. Its workers and staff then
pledged themselves to turn out another
30,000 tons of fertilizer before year’s
end. By December 6, they had already
produced four-fifths of this exira
amount, so there is little doubt that
they will win more laurels before 1962
is out.

While many of the older plants are
turning out more fertilizer as a result
of technical innovations, many others
are being expanded or renovated. New
factories, larger and with up-to-date
equipment, are also rising one after
another in various parts of the country.

In Yunnan, a multi-national prov-
ince in southwest China, eight chemical
factories are being expanded and
renovated with new equipment to
produce more phosphate fertilizer. In
northeast China, work on the second
stage of construction of the Kirin
Chemical Industry Company’s large
fertilizer plant has just been com-
pleted. This will greatly increase the
plant’s capacity: its output of synthetic
ammonia will be doubled while that
of methanol will be five times what
it is now.

One of the nation’s largest fertilizer
plants is being built by the Whangpoo
River in Shanghai. Construction began
in the second quarter of 1960. It is
designed by Chinese technicians and
entirely equipped with up-to-date
domestically made machinery. Pro-
duction here will be highly mechanized
and automated. When work on the
first stage of construction is completed,
the plant will have an annual capacity
of 100,000 tons of ammonium sulphate.
Early this month word came that the
plant, though still under construction,
successfully  trial-manufactured its
first batch of synthetic ammonia and
ammonium sulphate.

These achievements make a striking
contrast with the past. In old China
there were only two nitrogenous fer-

tilizer factories. The larger of the two
was built in northeast China by the
Japanese imperialists when they
invaded that part of the country, and
practically all its products were
shipped to Japan. Before liberation,
the peak annual output of chemical
fertilizer in China was only 220,000
tons, only as much as some single
plants turn out now. This gives a
measure of the poor legacy New China
inherited from the past.

In the 13 years since liberation,
besides renovating and expanding
these two old nitrogenous fertilizer
plants, China has built several other
large fertilizer plants. Several addi-
tional plants are now under construc-
tion or will be built next year. When
completed these will greatly increase
output to meet mounting demands
from the people’s communes.

China’s expanding fertilizer industry
is turning out a greater range of
products too. Ammonium sulphate was
the only kind of fertilizer made in
China in the past. Now the country
produces other fertilizers as well, in-
cluding ammonium nitrate, phosphate
fertilizer and urea. All this will play
a vital role in the present national
drive to increase agricultural produc-
tion.

N.P.C. to Meet

The Second National People’s Con-
gress will convene its fourth session in
the second quarter of 1963. This
decision was made at a meeting of the
N.P.C.’s Standing Committee held last
week. The meeting. which heard a
report on government work by Pre-
mier Chou En-lai, also decided that
the election of People’s Deputies to the
Third National People’s Congress would
take place in the latter half of 1963.

According to China’s Constitution,
People’s Deputies are elected for a
term of four years. The Second N.P.C.
convened its first session in April
1959; its Deputies were elected in 1958.
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Premier Chou En-lai (right) and Chairman Tsedenbal sign the Sino-Mongolian Boundary Treaty

The Sino-Mongolian Boundary Treaty:
Its Significance

HINA and the People’s Republic of Mongolia have
concluded a treaty to define their mutual boundary.
It was signed in Peking on December 26 on behalf of their
respective Governments by Premier of the State Council
Chou En-lai and Chairman of the Council of Ministers
Umjagin Tsedenbal. This is not only an important event
in the annals of friendly relations between the two coun-
tries; it has contributed to the strengthening of the unity
of the socialist camp.

China and Mongolia are close fraternal neighbours.
However, their common boundary, which extends for
more than 4,000 kilometres, had never previously been
formally delimited. This was a question left over by his-
tory. Not long ago the Chinese and Mongolian Govern-
ments initiated friendly consultations on this question.
Though the issue was rather complex, they were able to
arrive at a fair and reasonable agreement within a very
short time. This is because the two sides were prompted
by a sincere desire to reach a settlement and to strength-
en their unity, and because the negotiations were con-
ducted in the spirit of mutual respect and mutual under-
standing and according to the principles of equality, mutual
benefit and mutual accommodation.

This swift settlement of the Sino-Mongolian bound-
ary question and the successful signing of a boundary
treaty provides a fine example of the way socialist coun-
tries handle their mutual relations. It shows how frater-
nal socialist countries find the correct way to solve ques-
tions existing between them on the basis of Marxism-
Leninism and proletarian internationalism and in accor-
dance with the principles governing mutual relations be-
tween fraternal countries as laid down in the Moscow
Declaration of 1957 and the Moscow Statement of 1960.
It shows how a reasonable solution can be secured for
outstanding questions through comradely, friendly con-
sultations. In solving their boundary question, the Chi-
nese and Mongolian Governments are acting not only in
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the interests of the unity and solidarity of the Chinese
and Mongolian peoples, but also in the interests of the
unity and solidarity of the peoples of all socialist coun-
tries.

Boundary questions have existed between China and
many of her neighbours. These were questions left over
by history. But China, for her part, has consistently
striven to settle these questions through friendly negotia-
tions. Thus the Sino-Mongolian boundary treaty was
preceded by the successful and amicable settlement of the
boundary questions with Burma and Nepal. At the time
of writing, it is announced that China and Pakistan too
have reached complete agreement in principle in regard
to the location and alignment of their common boundary
(see page 8).

China’s stand on the Sino-Indian boundary question
is consistent with her stand on all other boundary ques-
tions: she has always striven for a settlement through
peaceful negotiations. At the present time, the Chinese
frontier guards, having been compelled to strike back in
sell-defence, have on their own initiative ceased fire along
the entire border and are withdrawing. This fact provides
still more incontrovertible evidence of China’s sincere
desire and unshakable stand for a peaceful settlement of
the Sino-Indian boundary question.

China and Mongolia are socialist and, therefore, peace-
able and peace-loving countries. The Chinese and Mon-
golian peoples are engaged in the great cause of building
socialism. They are struggling against imperialism and
defending world peace. Every success of the two peoples
adds to the might of the socialist camp and contributes
to the cause of world peace. The Chinese people will con-
tinue to strive for the further and steady strengthening
of fraternal relations between the Chinese and Mongolian
peoples and the unity of the socialist camp, for the vic-
tory of socialism and communism and for the defence of
world peace.



Fraternal Socialist Relations

Chairman Tsedenbal in Peking

by OUR CORRESPONDENT

HAIRMAN Umjagin Tsedenbal of the People’s Re-

public of Mongolia received a hearty welcome during
his three-day visit in Peking. He arrived in the capital
on December 25 at the invitation of Premier Chou En-lai
to sign the Sino-Mongolian Boundary Treaty. He was
accompanied by N. Zhagvaral, Vice-Chairman of the
Council of Ministers; P. Shagdarsuren, Foreign Minister;
S. Sosorbaram, Vice-Foreign Minister; S. Bataa, Deputy
to the Great People’s Hural; and D. Chimiddorzh, a de-
partment chief of the Mongolian Foreign Ministry.

Hundreds of thousands of Peking’s citizens lined the
streets to give a rousing welcome to the distinguished
Mongolian guests on their arrival.

Premier Chou En-lai; Vice-Premiers Ho Lung, Chen
Yi and Li Hsien-nien; Vice-Chairmen of the Standing
Committee of the National People’s Congress Peng Chen,
Chen Shu-tung and Cheng Chien; government ministers
and high-ranking officers of the Chinese People’s Libera-
tion Army and leaders of people’s organizations were at
the airport to meet them.

Broad Changan Boulevard that leads through the heart
of Peking presented an animated scene. Crowds lining both
sides waved and shouted a welcome as Chairman Tseden-
bal and his party, accompanied by Premier Chou En-lai,
Vice-Premier Ho Lung and other Chinese leaders, passed
through in open cars from the airport to the guest house.
Clouds of confetti were showered on the motorcade.

At Tien An Men Square, Chinese and Mongolian
national flags flew side by side. Multi-coloured balloons
and bunting gave a holiday air to the occasion, and the
huge throng gathered there gave the guests a special
Peking-style welcome. Over 1,000 professional and ama-
teur artists in stage dress performed traditional Chinese
and Mongolian dances in the warm winter weather. It
was an expression of the Chinese people’s deep friend-
ship and regard for the fraternal people of Mongolia.

Banquet Speeches

That evening, Premier Chou En-lai gave a gala ban-
quet in honour of Chairman Tsedenbal at the Great Hall
of the People. Host and guest delivered speeches.

Premier Chou En-lai expressed warm welcome to
Chairman Tsedenbal and his party, to the envoys of frater-
nal Mongolia. Dealing with the profound traditional
friendship between the Chinese and Mongolian peoples,
he declared: “Our two peoples have always sympathized
with and supported each other in the struggle against
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our common enemies and in the cause of building
socialism. In the last few years, the fraternal
friendship between the two countries has further
developed. Economic, cultural, scientific and technical
co-operation between the two countries has been strength-
ened, and friendly contacts between the two peoples
have become ever more frequent.” As an outstanding
example of this, the Premier mentioned his visit to Mon-
golia in 1960 and the signing of the Sino-Mongolian
Treaty of Friendship and Mutual Assistance in that year.
He described the signing of the Sino-Mongolian Boundary
Treaty as “a new milestone” in the history of Sino-Mon-
golian friendly relations.

Speaking of the foreign policy of peace pursued by
China and Mongolia, Premier Chou En-lai stated: “Both
our Governments and peoples have made continuous efforts
to bring about peaceful coexistence among countries with
different social systems, to oppose the policies of aggres-
sion and war of imperialism and safeguard peace in
Asia and the world.”

The Chinese Premier dwelt on the great significance
of safeguarding and strengthening the unity of the so-
cialist camp and the international communist movement.
“For the sake of our common great ideal and noble cause,”
he said, “all the socialist countries can and must unite
closely on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and of mutual
respect for independence and equality. The Chinese
people have always taken it as their sacred duty to safe-
guard and strengthen this unity. As before, we will
continue to exert our utmost efforts in this regard in
accordance with the revolutionary principles laid down
in the 1957 Moscow Declaration and the 1960 Moscow
Statement.”

In his speech, Chairman Tsedenbal said: “The vic-
tory of the Chinese revolution and the founding of the
People’s Republic of China were welcomed by the Mon-
golian people with great joy as events of world-historic
significance, events which helped strengthen the ex-
ternal position of the Mongolian People’s Republic. . . .
The historic victory of the Chinese people and the estab-
lishment of the friendly relations between our two coun-
tries opened up possibilities for the broad development
of fraternal friendship and co-operation between the
Mongolian and Chinese peoples on a fundamentally new
basis, on the basis of proletarian internationalism and
the principles of socialist mutual help and close co-
operation.”

“The signing of the boundary treaty between our two
countries,” Chairman Tsedenbal stressed, “will be, on the
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one hand, a clear expression
of the profound friendship
and respect mutually cher-
ished by the peoples of Mon-
golia and China, and on the
other hand, it will undoubted-
ly contribute to the further
strengthening of the fraternal
and friendly relations be-
tween our two socialist coun-
tries and the consolidation of
friendship and co-operation
among all the socialist coun-
tries.”

The Mongolian Chairman
also declared: “In its social-
ist development, the Mongo-
lian People’s Republic has
received extensive help and
support from the great Soviet
Union, the People’s Republic
of China and the other
fraternal socialist countries.
The Mongolian people ex-
press their thanks to their
brothers, including the people
and Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, for their fraternal assistance.”

On December 26, after [riendly talks on that day and
the day before, Premier Chou En-lai and Chairman
Umjagin Tsedenbal signed the Sino-Mongolian Boundary
Treaty. Chairman Liu Shao-chi and Vice-Chairman Tung
Pi-wu of the People’s Republic of China and other gov-
ernment leaders took part in the signing ceremony. On
the same day, Chairman Liu Shao-chi received Chairman
Tsedenbal and his party.

Peking Celebrates

In the afternoon of the day the treaty was signed,
over 10,000 representatives of Peking’s citizens held a
mammoth rally to celebrate the event and welcome Chair-
man Tsedenbal. The Mayor of Peking, Peng Chen, and
the Mongolian Chairman addressed the gathering.

Hailing the treaty as a mark of further consolidation
of fraternal friendship between the two peoples, Mayor
Peng Chen particularly noted the contribution it made
to the strengthening of relations between the two coun-
tries and the unity of the socialist camp. He pointed out
that the signing of the Sino-Mongolian Boundary Treaty
was a result of the joint efforts of the Chinese and Mon-
golian Governments. “This demonstrates that, no matter
what problems exist between fraternal socialist countries,
they can and should be solved correctly in accordance with
the principles of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian inter-
nationalism and with the principles guiding relations be-
tween fraternal countries as laid down in the Moscow
Declaration and the Moscow Statement,” he said.

Chairman Tsedenbal in his speech noted that the Sino-
Mongolian talks of which the treaty was the fruit had been
conducted in a spirit of friendship, mutfual understanding
and consideration for each other’s interests. He pointed
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welcome from Peking’s citizens

out that the signing of the Mongolian-Chinese Boundary
Treaty was a great event in the history of relations be-
tween the Mongolian and Chinese peoples and was a clear
demonstration of the unbreakable friendship and frater-
nal co-operation between the two peoples. Undoubtedly,
ne said, the people of the two countries “will continue
to build their relations on the principles of equality and
respect for each other’s interests and the principles of
proletarian internationalism. The Mongolian-Chinese
frontier was and still is a frontier of peace, friendship
and co-operation.”

Chairman Tsedenbal declared that the Mongolian
People’s Republic had always stood for the immediate
restoration of the legitimate rights of the People’s Re-
public of China in the United Nations and supported its
struggle and efforts to recover Taiwan, an inalienable
part of its territory, establish an atom-free zone in the
Pacific Region and the Far East and oppose U.S. imperial-
ism’s aggressive ambitions and plots. The Mongolian Gov-
ernment supported the initiative taken by the Chinese Gov-
ernment in unilaterally ceasing fire and withdrawing its
frontier guards in order to bring about a solution to the
serious border clashes which had occurred on the Sino-
Indian border, Chairman Tsedenbal declared. The Sino-
Indian boundary question should be settled only by peace-
ful means, i.e., through negotiations, he said.

The Chinese press attached the greatest importance
to Chairman Tsedenbal's visit to China and the signing
of the Sino-Mongolian Boundary Treaty. On the day of
the arrival of the Mongolian leader, Peking papers pub-
lished pictures of him and short biographies, along with
leaders hailing Sino-Mongolian friendship. They greeted
the signing of the boundary treaty with editorials under-
lining its significance and expressing confidence in the
further growth of Sino-Mongolian friendship.



Joint Communique of the Government of the
People’s Republic of China and the
Government of Pakistan

An agreement in principle has been reached on the location and alignment of
the boundary actually existing between the two countries

The following communique was issued on December
28, 1962. — Ed.

TALKS were started in Peking on October 12, 1962 be-

tween the diplomatic representatives of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and the diplomatic representatives
of Pakistan in pursuance of the decision of the two Gov-
ernments on conducting negotiations through diplomatic
channels on the question of the boundary between China’s
Sinkiang and the contiguous areas the defence of which
is under the control of Pakistan.

Upon reaching agreed views on the procedural matters
concerning the talks, the representatives of the two parties
exchanged plain topographical maps, which were checked
technically by map experts of both parties and on which
an agreed understanding was attained. Following that,
the two parties exchanged maps showing the boundary

Indian **Non-Alignment”’

line and held formal meetings as well as friendly con-
sultations in a spirit of equality, cooperation, mutual
understanding and mutual accommodation. And now an
agreement in principle has been reached on the location
and alignment of the boundary actually existing between
the two countries.

The two parties are highly satisfied with the speedy
attainment of the agreement in principle on the boundary
question left over by history, and mutually agree that the
proposed boundary agreement between the two countries
should be signed on this basis as soon as possible.

The boundary agreement fully safeguards the rights
and interests of both the countries and demonstrates the
efficacy of negotiation as a peaceful method of resolving
international disputes on the basis of mutual respect and
goodwill.

What Does It All Add Up To?

Following is a translation of the “Renmin Ribao”
editorial of December 23, 1962, entitled “The Truth About
the Indian Government’s Self-Proclaimed ‘Non-Align-
ment.”” Subheads are ours.— Ed.

OW much is left of that “non-alignment” proclaimed
by the Indian Government? The whole world now
knows the answer.

At the very time when the Chinese Government has
taken the initiative in effecting a ceasefire and withdraw-
ing its frontier forces and the situation in the Sino-Indian
border areas is somewhat eased, and when the world
eagerly looks to the Indian Government to make a response
to the Chinese Government’s peace proposals and return
to the conference table, the Indian Government con-
tinues its collaboration with U.S. imperialism and allows
the United States to meddle further in the Sino-Indian
border conflict. In the words of Prime Minister Nehru,
the Indian Government and the Western states are
“coming together.”

True Meaning of “Coming Together”

“Coming together!” What a novel term this is! What
does it mean after all?
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First. The United States continues to send India arms
in large quantities by air and sea. Other member nations
of the North Atlantic bloc and U.S.-Australian-New Zea-
land military bloc [ANZUS] such as Britain, West Ger-
many and Australia, are also very active in giving military
“assistance” to India. In less than two months since the
Indian troops unleashed their massive attacks in the Sino-
Indian border areas, the United States has given India
arms and ammunition to a total value of $15 million. The
U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defence, William P.
Bundy, announced on December 13 that his government
would send India military “assistance” on an increasing
scale in the next two or three months. The U.S. Govern-
ment is now examining the question of long-term mili-
tary “assistance” to India in the light of India’s requests
and the report submitted by Averell Harriman, who re-
cently led a U.S. mission to India.

Second. Following the de facto ceasefire in the Sino-
Indian border areas, transport planes of the U.S, air force
are, as before, rushing Indian troops and military supplies
to the front in the border areas.

Third. Paul D. Adams, Commanding General of the
U.S. Strike Command, and many other senior U.S. officers
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went to India to confer with Indian officers and jointly
work out operational plans for the Indian forces. Adams
even went on a trip to the Assam front to make an on-the-
spot inspection. He instigated the Indians to take advantage
of the Chinese frontier guards’ withdrawal to “get after
the Chinese.” Only a few days ago, Prime Minister Nehru
himself accompanied the commander of the U.S. Air Force
Task Force, Colonel A.C. Rush, on a flight to Ladakh in
a U.S. military aircraft to make an inspection trip.

Fourth. The United States has helped India to draw
up a “big rearmament programme.” It is reported that
with the assistance of the military personnel of the U.S.
and British missions, the Indian Government plans to
double the present strength of its army of more than
500,000 men and to organize “home guards,” thereby
bringing the total number of its men under arms to about
2 million.

Fifth. The United States and other countries of the
Western military bloc are helping India energetically in
the matter of arms production and the militarization of its
economy. The United States has agreed to manufacture
automatic weapons in India, while the Krupp group of
West Germany is ready to assist India in the manufacture
of tanks.

Non-Alignment Long Discarded

All this serves to show that the Indian Government
has already cast to the winds its policy of non-alignment
and neutrality. Even the press in the United States,
Britain and other Western countries has made no bones
about acknowledging this. The Chicago Sun Times writes
that “whatever may be said publicly, there is a de facto
military alliance between the United States and Britain
on the one hand, and India on the other.” The British
journal, The Observer, has expressed the opinion that
“India has in fact been secretly a member of SEATO.”

The fact is that India’s military tie-up with the United
States did not by any means begin recently. As early as
11 years ago, in 1951, India and the United States concluded
a military assistance agreement which was in the nature
of a military treaty. Under this agreement, the United
States undertook to provide India with military equip-
ment, material, information and services, while India
undertook to take measures to strengthen its capabilities
in “arrangements for effective participation in individual
and collective self-defence.” India also guaranteed that
the military aid it received would be used for the main-
tenance of its internal security, legitimate self-defence or
“to enable it to take part in the defence of the region of
which it is a part.” The agreement was renewed by the
two countries in 1958 and the above undertakings were
reaffirmed. On November 14 this year, an agreement was
concluded as a supplement to the renewed agreement. New
conditions for U.S. military “assistance” to India were laid
down, including the stationing of a U.S. military mission
in India for the purpose of “observing and reviewing” the
use of this “assistance” and India’s undertaking to provide
the mission “with such information as may be necessary
for that purpose.”

This supplementary agreement demonstrates the In-
dian Government's determination to bind itself tightly to
U.S. imperialism. In view of this, it is not surprising that
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U.S. brass hats have of late been stalking around the In-
dian capital, making off-the-cuff comments, and have even
flown to the Sino-Indian border areas to make
“inspections.”

Nehru’s Aims Behind Non-Alignment Camouflage

Prime Minister Nehru has taken pains to cover up the
real state of affairs. To this day he is still professing
that he would not “abandon the policy of non-alignment.”
He intends to retain this camouflage in an attempt to
remedy his government’s isolated position among the Asian
and African countries and to suit the needs of U.S. im-
perialism, so that India can play a role which no state
openly joining a Western military bloc is in a position to
play. It may be recalled that at the conference of the non-
aligned countries held in 1961, the Indian Prime Minister,
doing his utmost to soft-pedal the anti-imperialist and
anti-colonialist tone of the conference, publicized such
absurdities as the claim that “the era of classic colonialism
is gone and is dead,” and that questions of anti-colonialism
and anti-imperialism had been relegated to a “secondary
place.” In the Congo, Indian troops, in the uniform of
“the United Nations force,” are serving in fact as U.S.
imperialism’s mercenaries, helping it to strangle the na-
tional-liberation movement of the Congo and realize its
schemes to swallow up that country. All this shows that
in international affairs, the Indian Government, far from
being a representative of the “newly developing forces”
of Asia and Africa, is becoming more and more an accom-
plice of U.S. imperialism, acting behind a camouflage of
“non-alignment.”

That is why not only the Indian Government, but even
U.S. imperialism, does not want India to discard its “non-
alignment” signboard. The U.S. Christian Science Monitor
frankly pointed out in an editorial: “No good purpose
will be served by making New Delhi appear suddenly to
be totally dependent on the West. . . .” The New York
Post had this to say: “The State Department has come to
regard ‘non-alignment’ as such, as almost an academic
issue, as do some elements in the Indian leadership. They
prefer to let the Indians continue to use the word. . . .”
There is now a great resemblance in this respect between
the Indian Government and the Tito group of Yugoslavia,
which, though a party to the Balkan military alliance, has
put up the “non-alignment” signboard on all occasions
when it is in fact doing the dirty work of U.S. imperialism.
But an ever mounting mass of facts is exposing this “non-
alignment,” whether of the Tito group, or of the Indian
Government. In trying to continue to use this camouflage
to deceive the public they will cut no better a figure
than that emperor in Hans Andersen’s fairy tale who
paraded before the people in his “new” suit of clothes.

Mistaking Cause for Effect

Recently, it has been alleged that the “non-alignment”
policy of the Indian Government is genuine and that it is
China which has “pushed” it into the arms of the Western
countries. This is mistaking cause for effect. Those

CORRECTION: 1In our December 14, 1962, issue (No. 50), line 9,
2nd para., 2nd column on page 12 should read *34°25'N,
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who maintain this have failed to consider seriously why
the Indian Government has over the past several years
consistently refused a peaceful settlement of the Sino-
Indian boundary question. They have failed to see, or
deliberately refuse to see, the fact that the Indian Govern-
ment over the past years had intentionally created border
conflicts until it launched its recent massive attacks. They
have failed to see, or deliberately refuse to see, that the
Chinese Government has persistently pursued a policy of
settling the Sino-Indian boundary issue peacefully through
negotiations.

China was compelled to launch counter-attacks in self-
defence, and after repulsing the frenzied attacks of the
Indian troops, it advanced into the border areas belong-
ing legitimately to China. Nevertheless, in order to
achieve a peaceful settlement of the Sino-Indian bound-
ary question, the Chinese Government has taken the
important measure of bringing about a ceasefire and
withdrawing its frontier forces on its own initiative. The
Indian Government, however, has made greater efforts
than ever to whip up war hysteria in its country, and col-
laborated with U.S. imperialism ever more openly, receiv-
ing large quantities of U.S. military “aid.” It has intensi-
fied to a new fury its anti-China campaign, its persecution
of Chinese nationals in India and suppression of the pro-
gressive forces at home. Is all this not enough to show

Innocent Chinese Nationals Persecuted

that the Sino-Indian border clashes were created by the
Indian Government in response to the needs of its reac-
tionary internal and external policies?

Our Sincere Hope

Proceeding from the common interests of the Asian
and African peoples, we now wish to remind the Indian
Government: It will do India no good for it to depend on
military “aid” from U.S. imperialism and continuously
strengthen its collaboration with the United States. This
practice of inviting the wolf into the house will
inevitably make India a political dependency of U.S.
imperialism, completely put it in the grip of U.S.
monopoly capital economically and, militarily, turn it into
a tool of the United States for carrying out its war plan
of “using Asians to fight Asians.” This will plunge India
into the abyss of U.S. neo-colonialism, and bring the coun-
try endless disasters. All those who are genuinely in-
terested in Asian-African solidarity and Asian peace, in
Sino-Indian friendship and the vital interests of the Chi-
nese and Indian peoples, sincerely hope that the Indian
Government will respond to the peaceful proposals of the
Chinese Government and solve the Sino-Indian boundary
question through negotiation. To line up with U.S. im-
perialism and act as a vanguard in the anti-China cam-
paign is certainly no way out.

India’s Concentration Camps

by CHOU PAO-JU

DISREGARDING the protests lodged by the Chinese

Government and the repeated representations made
by the Chinese Embassy and Consulates-General, the In-
dian Government has continued and intensified its per-
secution of Chinese nationals in India.

Thousands of innocent Chinese, including a large
number of old people, women and children, have been
thrown into concentration camps. Many, languishing in
hunger and disease, have died. This barbarous treatment
of Chinese nationals recalls the monstrous crimes com-
mitted by the German and Japanese fascists during World
War II when on various pretexts they threw great num-
bers of foreign nationals into concentration camps.

Appalling Facts

India’s concentration camps are in desolate enclaves
in Rajasthan and other places. Those incarcerated there
were robbed of their property and money and were not
even allowed to take along extra clothing. Conditions in
the camps are appalling. They are damp and crowded
and proper sleep is impossible. Half of the Chinese na-
tionals interned in the camps have fallen ill as a result
of ill-treatment but they have received no medical care.
They have not only been tormented physically, but
have been subjected to great mental suffering. Many have
lost contact with their families.
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Those Chinese nationals who have not been interned
stand in daily fear of arrest and loss of property.
Indian police may burst into their homes at any time to
conduct a search and subject them to blackmail, extortion
and other malpractices. The Indian authorities have
besides employed economic and other discriminatory
measures against Chinese nationals so that many of them
have lost their jobs; others have found it impossible any
longer to operate their shops or other businesses, and their
property has been frozen. Those who have been deprived
of the means of earning a living have, furthermore, been
prohibited from selling their property. The Indian au-
thorities have promulgated the fantastic regulation that
any Chinese national who sells his property will be sub-
ject to a five-year prison term and the same punishment
will be meted out to those who buy such property.
Under the pressure of these draconian measures, some
Chinese nationals have become mentally deranged; others
have committed suicide.

Mass arrests of law-abiding Chinese residents are
still continuing in different parts of India. According to
figures announced by the Indian Home Minister Shastri
on December 3. the number of arrested Chinese nationals
amounted to 1,736. In Assam and West Bengal mass
arrests were made in the form of surprise raids. Chinese
nationals were indiscriminately arrested irrespective of
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——— Chinese Frontier Guards’ Withdrawal

“We Will Pray for You No Matter How Far You Go”

N the early morning of December 21, along the road
northwest of Dirang Dzong, the biggest dzong (county)
of the Monyul area in southern Tibet, young men carry-
ing sabres, women with many bracelets on their wrists,
grey-headed old men and children of the Monba people
lined the roadside to give a warm send-off to the Chi-

nese frontier guards who were that day to make their
withdrawal.

Twelve representatives of the local Monba com-
munity presented hata (ceremonial scarves) to leading
officers of the frontier guards, who returned the greetings
in the same way. A group of old men presented cups
of wine to frontier guards by way of saying farewell.
Some Monbas, arm-in-arm with their new friends from
among the Chinese frontier guards, accompanied them
for some distance. As the frontier guards turned the
bend in the road, twelve old men waved a large carpet
and sang a song of parting: “Go slowly, slowly. We
will pray for you no matter how far you go.”

On the same day, the Chinese frontier guards with-
drew to Kuyutung and the area north of Kuyutung from
Walong. This important town in the eastern sector of
the Sino-Indian border had been wrecked by retreating
Indian troops; the Chinese frontier guards during their
stay had done a great deal to restore it and when they
withdrew from it, left it in good shape,

Following their withdrawal in the eastern and
western sectors of the Sino-Indian border which began
on December 1 and 9 and their withdrawal from
Mechukha, Kolihsiniang and other places on December 13
and 15, the Chinese frontier guards in the Tibet region
continued their withdrawal on December 21. 1In the

" eastern sector, .they withdrew from Dirang Dzong,

Mantala, Lahung, Lahang, But, Panteng, Lasu, Lakan,
Kakungpajan, Gechin Bridge, Manikang, Walong, Chuchu
and Tineng. In the western sector, they withdrew from
Sirijap and other places,

age or sex. All signs suggest that the Indian Government,
having forced the Chinese Consulates-General to close, is
preparing to arrest Chinese nationals on an even bigger
scale and persecute them with even less regard to the
elementary laws of human decency.

It should be noted that the large-scale arrests of Chi-
nese nationals have been made and continued by the In-
dian Government since China took the initiative in an-
nouncing a ceasefire and withdrawal along the Sino-Indian
border. This can only indicate that the Indian Govern-
ment is deliberately preventing relaxation of tension and
continuing to worsen relations between the two countries.
It also makes it clear that this persecution of Chinese na-
tionals is a part of the Indian Government's frantic anti-
China activities.

Sheer Sophistry

In its reply to the Chinese Government's protest note
the Indian Government claims that these acts of barbarous
persecution are designed to meet “the requirements of
security and defence,” “a matter . . . within the sovereign
jurisdiction of the Government of India,” and that “care-
ful attention is being paid” to the interests of Chinese
nationals in India. This is sheer sophistry.

The Indian Government has falsely accused Chinese
nationals of threatening India’s ‘“security and defence,”
but even the Indian press admitted that no evidence of
sabotage has been found among the arrested Chinese.
Furthermore, the Indian Government has arrested Chinese
nationals en masse, old and young, men and women. Any-
one with common sense can see that New Delhi’s assertion
that this action was taken to meet “the requirements of
security and defence” is simply eyewash.

What about the Indian Government’s claim that it is
“within its sovereign jurisdiction” to persecute Chinese
nationals? It is generally known that large numbers of
Indians reside abroad. In South Africa, Indians have been
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subjected to discrimination and persecution by the South
African authorities. The Indian Government has justi-
fiably protested against this, but is itself now persecuting
Chinese nationals more barbarously and cruelly than the
South African authorities have ever persecuted Indians.
One would like to ask the Indian Government: Does it
now agree to the view that it is within the sovereign
jurisdiction of the South African authorities to discriminate
against and persecute Indian nationals? Does it think
that the governments of countries where Indian nationals
reside have the same “sovereign right” wantonly to dis-
criminate against and persecute Indian nationals? Ob-
viously the Indian Government cannot answer these ques-
tions.

China Rejects “Reciprocity” in Evil

In his conversation with the Chinese Charge d’Affaires
ad interim on December 10, the Director of the China
Division of the Indian Ministry of External Affairs made
the absurd statement that the Indian Government was
willing to exchange information concerning internees only
on a reciprocal basis and through the medium of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross. The Chinese For-
eign Ministry in its note of December 18 says that the
Chinese Government absolutely will not agree to this.
Because diplomatic relations are still maintained between
China and India, it is the indisputable diplomatic privilege
of the Chinese Embassy in protecting its nationals to re-
quest the Indian Government to provide information con-
cerning the unwarrantedly arrested Chinese nationals and
to arrange visits to them.

Besides, in contrast to the Indian Government’s un-
bridled persecution of Chinese nationals, the Chinese Gov-
ernment has always protected law-abiding Indian nationals
in China so that they may live in peace and engage in
their normal pursuits. Not a single Indian national has
been interned on account of the border conflict between
the two countries. Under these circumstances, the Indian
Government’s demand for so-called “reciprocity” obviously
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hides ulterior motives. That is why the Chinese note asks
the Indian Government: Is India planning to blackmail
the Chinese Government by holding large numbers of
Chinese nationals as hostages?

Stop This Persecution!

The Chinese note dated December 18 once again lodges
the most serious protest with the Indian Government
against its intensified persecution of Chinese nationals in
India. The note states that to succour these victimized
people and rescue them from their plight, the Chinese

China Backs National-Liberation Movement

Government has decided to send ships to India to bring
back Chinese nationals who are either interned or un-
able to continue to earn their living in India as a result
of persecution and who wish to return to their mother-
land. It asks the Indian Government to put an immediate
stop to the persecution of Chinese nationals, ensure free-
dom of departure to those wishing to return to their
motherland, allow them to bring their money and personal
property and give due co-operation and necessary facili-
ties to the Chinese Government for bringing back its vic-
timized nationals. It also urges India not to discriminate
against those wishing to remain in India.

Rising Struggle in South Viet Nam

by OUR CORRESPONDENT

“T HE south Vietnamese people are waging a just

struggle. They have chosen the correct path of
armed self-defence. Their victorious struggle has damped
the arrogance of the imperialists and the reactionaries,
enhanced the morale of the oppressed nations and peoples
and added strength to the national-liberation struggles in
Asia, Africa and Latin America. It has thus made a great
contribution to the defence of Asian and world peace. .
The Chinese people firmly support the south Vietnamese
people’s patriotic and righteous struggle against U.S. im-
perialism.”

This is from a message sent last week by a Peking
mass rally to the South Viet Nam National Liberation
Front. Public rallies were also held in Shanghai and
several other Chinese cities to demonstrate the people’s
admiration for the heroic south Vietnamese people. The
occasion for this renewed expression of solidarity was the
second anniversary of the founding of the Liberation
Front, the organization which is leading the south Viet-
namese people to victory in their fight against U.S. im-
perialism and the puppet Ngo Dinh Diem clique.

Defeating the U.S. “Staley-Taylor Plan”

Speaking at the Peking rally, Liao Cheng-chih, Chair-
man of the Chinese Committee for Afro-Asian Solidarity
and Vice-Chairman of the China Peace Committee, hailed
the important victories which the south Vietnamese peo-
ple, rallying round the Liberation Front, won in the past
two years.

In July 1961, Liao Cheng-chih pointed out, the Kennedy
Administration worked out the “Staley-Taylor Plan” for
the “pacification” of south Viet Nam within 18 months.
But 18 months had elapsed and the plan had failed. Even
Kennedy had to admit that he couldn’t see “the end of the
tunnel” in the U.S. war in south Viet Nam. The Kennedy
Administration used south Viet Nam as a testing ground
of its “special war” against the national-independence
movement and people’s revolution. The results of this
“test” showed, however, that the revolutionary flames of
the south Vietnamese or any other people could not be
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quenched, that no modern weapons or new tactics could
save the aggressors from their doom.

Liao Cheng-chih noted that not only in south Viet
Nam, but in Europe, Asia, Africa and Latin America, “U.S.
imperialism is frenziedly carrying out its policies of war
and aggression.” This has aroused the oppressed nations
and peoples throughout the world to ever more vigorous
struggles for national independence, democracy, socialism
and peace, and these have scored new victories. “The
great victory of the Cuban people against U.S. imperialist
aggression is the clearest example of this,” he said.

Three Important Truths

Drawing on the lessons of these victories, Liao Cheng-
chih emphasized that the struggle of the south Vietnamese,
the Cuban and other peoples bore out three very important
truths, namely:

“First, the imperialists and all reactionaries are paper
tigers which outwardly appear to be strong but are ac-
tually rotten, which bully the soft and fear the firm. No
matter how ferociously they may show their teeth, so
long as one slights them strategically and deals seriously
with them tactically, so long as one is both unafraid of
and good at waging struggles against them, one will surely
be able to win victory. To adopt, on the contrary, an
appeasement policy and make disgraceful concessions to
imperialism will only encourage its aggressive arrogance
and its insatiable greed. Cerlain people hold that to regard
imperialists as paper tigers is ‘adventurism.’ This only
shows that these people are overawed by the outward
strength of imperialism and have completely lost con-
fidence in the strength of the revolutionary struggle of
the people of the world.

“Second, it is the struggle of the masses of people
which decides the course of history, and not weapons,
atomic or hydrogen bombs. Those who blindly believe in
the omnipotence of nuclear weapons and sneer at the might
of the people’s struggle, either recklessly play with nuclear
weapons in their own hands, thus making the mistake of
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adventurism, or fall down on their knees before the
enemy’s nuclear weapons, thus committing the error of
capitulationism.

“Third, no force whatsoever can suppress the struggle
of the oppressed nations and peoples for liberation. No
matter how frenziedly and cunningly the imperialists use
their counter-revolutionary dual tactics, no matter how
openly the reactionaries of various countries serve the
interests of imperialism, and no matter how shamelessly
the modern revisionists betray the cause of communism
and accommodate themselves to the desires of imperialism,
this cannot halt the victorious advance of the revolution-
ary struggle of the world’s people. The days are gone for
ever when the big powers or countries in the world could
barter away the interests of weak and small countries and
play at will with their destiny. So long as the people of
the whole world unite still more closely and wage a per-

Travel Notes

sistent struggle, they will certainly be able to win a com-
plete victory in the cause of peace, national independence,
democracy and socialism.”

Vice-Premier Chen Yi; Ton Quang Phiet, Chairman,
and Pham Hong, Secretary-General, of the Viet Nam Afro-
Asian People’s Solidarity Committee; Le Tan, Charge
d’Affaires ad interim of the Vietnamese Embassy in
Peking; and leading members of China’s national people’s
organizations and democratic parties were on the tribune
of the Peking rally. Among the distinguished guests were
many Asian, African and Latin American friends.

The Chinese press has recently devoted much space
to the armed struggle of the south Vietnamese people. On
the occasion of the second anniversary of the founding of
the Liberation Front, Renmin Ribao and other national
dailies published editorials and articles stressing the great
significance of this just struggle and its inevitable victory.

New World of the Olunchuns

by LI FANG

RAVELLING northwest from Harbin our train crossed

the Hulunbuir grassland in the northeastern part of
the Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region till it reached
Yakeshih, a small junction. Then it turned eastwards
along a new branch line completed just over two years
ago and made its way into the heart of the Greater
Khingan Mountain forests of pines, oaks, maples, white
birches and other northern trees. This brought us into
rough country, and it was only after a slow, plodding
journey of 16 hours through the rugged mountains that
we reached Aliho, the seat of government of the Olunchun
Autonomous Banner (county). Scenes of increasing
human activity greeted us as we neared the new town in
the growing daylight. Olunchun herdsmen were tending
their cattle and sheep in the pens while the farmers,
taking advantage of the slack winter farming season, were
busily engaged in various side occupations. So we were
ushered into the new world of the Olunchuns who, barely
ten years ago, led a nomadic life as hunters in these
primeval forests of China's northeast.

The Olunchuns, one of China's smallest national minor-
ities, live mostly in the mountains of northeastern Inner
Mongolia and the neighbouring province of Heilungkiang.
For centuries they roamed the forests, living precariously
on wild game and fruits. Hard-pressed and ruthlessly
exploited under the reactionary rulers of the past —the
Ching emperors, the northern warlords, the Kuomintang,
and the Japanese invaders — their numbers steadily de-
clined. On the eve of liberation there were less than
2,000 of them. Liberation gave them a new lease of life;
since then, the population has increased by 50 per cent
and in the region where they live in a compact com-
munity they have built up a diverse economy that includes
agriculture, animal husbandry and industry. Their settled
life today is a far cry from their wretched past. In the
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years since liberation, they have literally jumped from a
primitive communal society straight to a socialist society
where the exploitation of man by man has been ended
once and for all.

Helping Them Settle Down

Under the People’s Government the Olunchun people
have made rapid progress in every sphere of life.

Shortly after liberation, the Communist Party and
People’s Government took measures to help them settle
down to a more secure life than that they led before. An
allotment of grain was given them free of charge together
with much needed clothes, hunting guns and other neces-
sities. Free medical service was soon made available,
while their children, and some adults as well, were given
the opportunity to get a free education. The Olunchun
people had never before experienced such treatment. It
allayed their fears of the other nationalities in the coun-
try from whose reactionary rulers they had suffered much
in the past. For the first time they felt the warmth and
happiness of a new life in the great socialist motherland.

October 1, 1951, was a double red-letter day for the
Olunchuns. While they celebrated the second anniversary
of the founding of the People’s Republic of China, they
hailed the establishment of their own Olunchun Autono-
mous Banner as a part of the Inner Mongolian Autono-
mous Region. Olunchun cadres who had distinguished
themselves in public service were elected to leading
administrative posts. More than 50 per cent of the depu-
ties to the people’s congresses at the banner and lower
levels were chosen from among the Olunchun people. For
the first time in modern history they became masters in
their own house. With the fervour and enthusiasm of a
people who have at long last come into their own, they
have set to work to transform and improve their life.
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One of the next big changes was in their mode of
living. The people’s state helped them build new settle-
ments and houses. They left their primitive wigwams of
birchbark or deerskins with their trampled earth floors
and moved into sturdy log cabins. This paved the way
for them to build a diverse and more secure economy.

Developing a Diverse Economy

The forests of the Khingan Mountains are not only
a world of beauty. They are rich in fruits and abound in
black bears, tigers, wild boars, wolves, foxes, deer, badg-
ers and small game. Its rivers teem with fish. Through
all the past centuries, hunting and fishing had been
practically the Olunchun people’s sole means of livelihood.
After liberation, the state helped them put their hunting
on a more efficient basis. It provided them with loans
and hunting equipment and paid them good prices for
their animal products. At the same time the way was
prepared for them to take up agriculture, forestry, animal
husbandry, poultry farming and other side occupations.
First, they were helped to organize mutual-aid teams.
These later developed into co-operatives and then in 1959
people’s communes were set up. The advantages of a
socialist collective economy, the guidance-given them by
the Communist Party, the ever ready support of the more
advanced brother nationalities in the area and their own
enthusiasm have set the Olunchuns solidly on the path
to progress and prosperity.

There has been a steady all-round growth of their
economy. In the ten years 1951-1961, the total output
value of the animal products they produced increased by
more than 200 per cent. General farming now occupies
an important place in their economy and this too has
steadily been producing more. In 1960 they grew over
four times as much grain as in 1956. With more grain
and fodder, stock-breeding and poultry farming prospered.
Today the banner has thousands of cattle, sheep, horses
and pigs. Its flocks of poultry run to tens of thousands.
In 1958, the Olunchuns set up three farms to breed the
deer for which the region is noted. All these undertakings
are important supplements to grain production; they have
added to their income and raised their standard of living.

With its hunting and farming well advanced. the
Olunchun banner set about developing industry. Up to
1956, there were only a few handicraft workshops in the
banner, but in the years that followed, and particularly
since 1958, it has built among other enterprises tanneries,
sawmills and workshops for processing dairy products
and repairing machines.

As the economy has expanded, five new towns have
been built in this formerly deserted forest region. Aliho,
the banner’s seat of government, now boasts a population
of 15,000. Besides the Olunchuns, the Han, Mongolian
and other minority peoples have moved in to help build
up the region. The four other towns are lumbering cen-
tres, each with a population of around 10,000 people.
They are all linked together either by road or railway.
Small though the banner is, it has 160 kilometres of
railways and nearly 600 kilometres of highways.

Health and Cultural Well-Being

Tremendous progress has been made in health and
sanitation in the banner. Diseases which used to plague
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the Olunchuns and reduce the population have now been
brought under control. Modern obstetrics have greatly
reduced infant mortality and improved the health of
mothers. In 1951 the first clinic was set up deep in the
forests where the Olunchun people live. Since then many
other clinics and health centres have been established in
the banner and a well-equipped hospital has been built
in Aliho. Mobile medical teams have been organized to
serve the hunters who are constantly on the move. The
wide-scale spread of popular hygiene and sanitation
knowledge has greatly contributed to the rise in population.

Spread of Education

Before liberation there was not a single school in the
areas inhabited by the Olunchuns. Today, many schools
and literacy classes have been set up there. Over 90
per cent of their school-age children are at school. There
is also a middle school which provides free education.
This year, one of the first Olunchun youths entered a
university. He is 24-year-old Shelebatu, now studying
history in the University of Inner Mongolia. He comes

‘from a hunter’s family and, though his family can now

well afford,to pay for his tuition, he nevertheless enjoys
the special allowances provided for students of minority
peoples in the university.

Numerous short-term classes set up over the years in
the banner have trained many teachers, medical workers,
junior veterinarians and administrative personnel from
among the Olunchuns. They have their own locomotive
drivers, factory workers and technicians of many special-
ties too.

During my trip to Aliho, I met an energetic young
Olunchun locomotive driver. He was devoted to his work
and took an immense pride in it. In March 1960 when
the first train pulled into Aliho station, in a place once
accessible only by travelling on foot through dense forests,
the Olunchuns, old and young, flocked to see it. Filled
with admiration at what the train could do, this young
man decided then and there to become a locomotive
driver. He expressed this wish to the local government,
and along with many other Olunchun youngsters was
accepted for training to work on the. railways.

Wherever I went during my short stay in the Olun-
chun Autonomous Banner, I found its people going about
their work with a will that is underscored by full con-
fidence in the future. By the time I left those interesting
parts for home, I knew full well how they felt when they
sang one of their most popular modern folk songs:

When I sing on the Khingan Range,
My voice shakes the mountains.
When I sing in the valleys,

My songs echo loud and clear.

As I sit bencath the white birches,

I sing to my heart’s content.

If 1 go to Peking, our great capital,

I'll sing of our new life to Chairman Mao.

Do you know why I'm so happy? It's that

We Olunchuns have leapt into socialism in one stride.
No wonder my voice rings like thunder,

For I was born and bred on the Khingan Range.
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Reminiscences of the Revolutionary Past

Tibet Returns to the Embrace of
The Motherland

by CHANG KUO-HUA

Following is an abridged translation of the reminis-
cences of General Chang Kuo-hua, Commander of the Tibet
Military Area Command of the Chinese People’s Libera-
tion Army. It is a contribution to a symposium in com-
memoration of the 30th anniversary of the P.L.A. Sub-
heads are ours.— Ed.

THE campaign to liberate the southwestern provinces

had just been concluded when, in January 1950, our
army was given the glorious task of carrying on the
advance — to liberate Tibet.

As the People’s War of Liberation took its triumphant
course in the rest of the country, the imperialist forces
that had dominated China’s Tibet for the last century
hastily got busy together with the other foreign reaction-
aries and their lackeys in Tibet. They tried to produce
a so-called “independent Tibet” in the vain hope that the
Tibetan people could be torn from their motherland and
held as slaves for ever. The Chinese Communist Party
had long ago served warning on those who indulged in
such fantasies. In his address to the Preparatory Com-
mittee of the New Political Consultative Conference,
Chairman Mao Tse-tung had solemnly told the world that
“China must be independent, China must be liberated,
China’s affairs must be decided and run by the Chinese
people themselves, and no further interference, not even
the slightest, will be tolerated from any imperialist
country.”

The Tibetan people were suffering under the dark,
reactionary and brutal yoke of feudal serfdom. They were
longing for liberation.

Chairman Mao’s Instructions

Tibet was the only region on the Chinese mainland
still awaiting liberation, and so our task was to liberate
the Tibetan people, drive the aggressive imperialist forces
out of Tibet, eomplete the unification of China, consolidate
the national defences in the southwest and carry the
great people’s liberation war to the end. Commanders
Liu Po-cheng and Ho Lung and Political Commissar Teng
Hsiao-ping transmitted Chairman Mao’s instructions to
us. Having taken the special features of Tibet fully into
account and made a scientific analysis of the complicated
history and political situation in that area, Chairman Mao
instructed the troops marching into Tibet to carry out
conscientiously the Party’s policies towards the various
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nationalities of the country and religion and work well
and hard to build and consolidate the patriotic anti-
imperialist united front; win over the members of the
upper social strata; influence and unite with the masses;
protect the patriotic and law-abiding lamaseries; respect
the people’s freedom of religious belief and their customs
and habits; closely unite with the Tibetans; unite with all
the patriotic forces with whom unity was possible, and
concentrate our blows against imperialism and its faithful
running dogs, the pro-imperialist secessionists.

The great, historic march towards Tibet began in the
spring of 1950. Our troops arrived in Kantse after march-
ing more than 1,000 li on foot. This was where the
Second and Fourth Front Armies of the Chinese Red Army
had joined forces on the Long March. The Red Army men
at that time had conscientiously implemented the Party’s
nationalities policy of unity and equality and had made
a deep impressiori on the local people, lamas and laymen
alike, so we were enthusiastically met by the patriotic
Living Buddha Geda who was Vice<:Chairman of the
former Sikang Provincial People’s Government. The
Living Buddha called himself a good brother of Com-
mander-in-Chief Chu Teh and laughingly remarked: “So
you atheists have returned! But I, a theist, warmly
welcome and support you.”

Patriotic Living Buddha Poisoned

The Central People’s Government, seeking the peace-
ful liberation of Tibet, had several times requested the
Lhasa authorities to send representatives to Peking for
talks, but counting on the support of the British and
U.S. imperialists and other foreign reactionaries, they
tried to use armed force to prevent our troops from
liberating Tibet. Living Buddha Geda volunteered to go
to Lhasa to persuade the local authorities there to accept
peaceful liberation. Red flag in hand, he placed himself
at the head of a group of representatives of lamas and
laymen and set out for Lhasa. On his way he publicized
the nationalities policy laid down in the Common Pro-
gramme of the Chinese People’s Political Consuliative
Conference and told the people of the exemplary discipline
of the People’s Liberation Army. He arrived in Chamdo
only to fall into a trap laid for him by the reactionaries.
He was received by the British agent Robert Webster
Ford. When this man tried to force him to accuse the
Communist Party of attempting to destroy religion, Living
Buddha Geda replied: “All I know is that the Communist
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Partly stands for national regional autonomy, the protec-
tion of freedom of religious belief and respect for the
habits and customs of the minority peoples, and it stood
for these things a dozen years ago.” Because the Living
Buddha spoke the truth, he was poisoned to death by the
reactionaries. This crime shocked the whole country. It
touched off a wave of indignation among the Tibetan peo-
ple and all the rest of the Chinese people.

Reactionaries Force a Showdown

This was followed immediately by another challenge.
As our troops were advancing in the vicinity of Chuching
in northern Sikang, the bells of the surrounding lamaseries
suddenly tolled, a group of armed horsemen in fur hats
and red gowns appeared on a mountain ridge and blew a
conch shell, inciting the lamas and the people to attack
us. We did not reply to the rifle fire but ordered our
troops to halt. We sent a small group with an interpreter
to the people who blocked our advance and explained to
them the policy of our Party, exposing at the same time
the plot of the reactionaries. But we were attacked again
that night. Our soldiers captured an enemy commander
in a scarlet Buddhist gown. Although he was dressed
like a lama, he turned out to be a Han and a Kuomintang
agent at that. He confessed that in the winter of 1949
some British and U.S. nationals, accompanied by plain-
clothes guards sent by the Lhasa authorities, had crossed
the Kinsha River. They took up quarters in a lamasery
from which they issued their orders. It was they who
had instructed the Kuomintang agents to toll the bells
to incite the people to bar our advance. But the enemy’s
scheme failed in the face of our correct policy.

In the summer of 1949, the reactionaries in Tibet,
backed by the British and U.S. imperialists and the Nehru
government of India, expelled the Han people from Tibet
in the name of “anti-communism.” Then, directly in-
stigated by the imperialists, they expanded their forces
and energetically prepared for civil war. They increased
their troops from 14 to 17 dapon [the equivalent of a
small regiment], imported large quantities of arms and
munitions, set up a U.S.-equipped radio station, used
British instructors to train and deploy their forces, and
ordered the lamaseries to pronounce curses on the Libera-
tion Army. As we advanced, they stepped up their
activities and deployed their crack troops equipped with
U.S. and British arms in the Chamdo area. Part of their
forces were also placed in the Ari and Nagchuka [Black
River] areas. It was by the Kinsha River that they tried
to stop our advance. With the door to peace talks thus
slammed shut, a military action of decisive significance —
the Chamdo campaign — became inevitable.

Chamdo Campaign

Chamdo is the gateway to eastern Tibet; it was
therefore essential to win it in order to enter Tibet.
After studying the dispositions of enemy forces we drew
up a plan of operations in accordance with Chairman
Mao's principle: “Concentrate an absolutely superior
force, encircle the enemy forces completely, strive to wipe
them out thoroughly and do not let any escape from the
net.” We used only part of our forces for a frontal attack
and moved our main forces to outflank the enemy on
both sides and so cut off his retreat.
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During the carrying out of these greal outflanking
movements our troops carefully followed Chairman Mao's
instructions and strictly observed the nationalities and
religious policies of the Party and People’'s Government.
They stayed away from lamaseries and never bivouacked
in civilian houses even in snowstorms or heavy rains.
They did not touch a single needle or thread belonging
to the people. Food was never requisitioned from the
local inhabitants. Whenever our men made a stop, they
would study and take account of the customs of the local
people and do political propaganda among them. They
gave protection to all religious buildings and showed
scrupulous respect for the habits and customs of the
Tibetan people. Their exemplary conduct opened the
eyes of the Tibetan people. “New Hans” such as they had
never heard of before, had come! Tibetans who had fled
to mountain hideouts returned to their villages. When
our troops resumed their march and bade them farewell,
the villagers accompanied them out onto the road, praising
them with shouts of “Buddhist soldiers! Buddhist
soldiers!” Some volunteered to act as guides or offered
to repair roads and bridges demolished by the reactionary
forces. They sent messages to their sons and brothers
who had been deceived or conscripted into the reaction-
ary army. Many “lama soldiers” who had tried to stop
our advance came to us bringing their rifles with them.
They declared that to fight the “New Hans” would incur
the wrath of the gods. Within a fortnight, some 3,000
“militiamen” and “lama soldiers” came over to our side,
bringing their arms. The reactionaries’ plot to use these
men to tie us down was completely smashed. It was in
such circumstances that in response to our Party’s call
for the peaceful liberation of Tibet, the ninth dapon which
guarded the lower reaches of the Kinsha River staged an
uprising at Ningching and came over to the banner of
patriotic anti-imperialism.

The enemy at Chamdo had counted much on the
difficult terrain we faced. So they were taken by surprise
when our advance units arrived while they were still
asleep. On the morning of October 18, the commander-
in-chief of the Tibetan army defending Chamdo beat a
hasty retreat in the direction of Lhasa with four dapon
and the Viceroy Guards. But they were too late. Our
forces had encircled all ten dapon of the Tibetan army
in the area. With the exception of a few Tibetan troops
who got away, all the rest had to lay down their arms.

Peaceful Liberation and Imperialist Meddling

On October 19, the five-starred red flag flew over
the ancient town of Chamdo. The Chamdo campaign
which started on October 7 was brought to a conclusion
after 21 engagements in which a total of 5,700 enemy
troops were put out of action. As a result of this serious
military reverse, a political split rapidly developed within
the ruling clique of the Tibetan upper social strata. The
Tibetan local government finally sent a delegation to hold
talks. It arrived in Peking in April 1951. On May 23,
after a month of negotiations, the 17-article agreement
on measures for the peaceful liberation of Tibet was
signed by the delegates of the Central People’s Govern-
ment and those of the Tibetan local government.

At the very moment that the Tibetan people and the
people throughout the rest of China were acclaiming the
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signing of the 17-article agreement, the reactionaries of
the upper social strata in Tibet raised the cry that they
wouldn’t recognize the Peking agreement. The imperial-
ists who were backing them also did their best to stir
up trouble. Immediately after the conclusion of the
Chamdo campaign, the then U.S. Secretary of State Dean
Acheson, speaking at a Washington press conference,
openly slandered the Chinese people’s action in liberating
their own territory of Tibet as “aggression” and ranted
that the United States regarded this as a most unfor-
tunate and most serious incident. Even as our forces were
advancing towards the Kinsha River, the U.S. Govern-
ment had clamoured for direct military assistance to the
Tibetan reactionaries. It stirred up the domestic and
foreign reactionaries and the pro-imperialist secessionists
in Tibet in an attempt to provoke an international religious-
nationalities war. The Indian Government sent three
notes to the Chinese Government on October 21 and 28
and November 1, 1950, openly interfering in China’s
internal affairs and asserting that ‘“the invasion by Chi-
nese troops of Tibet cannot but be regarded as deplorable.”
One may ask why it was that the Indian Government
also took such an interest in China’s Tibet. A look at
what it is doing today will give the answer.

On the Way to Lhasa

After the liberation of Chamdo, the People’s Libera-
tion Committee of the Chamdo Area was formed in
accordance with the principle, laid down by the Central
People’s Government, of introducing national regional
autonomy in the minority areas. The committee worked
under the leadership of the Communist Party and drew
in representative personages from all Tibetan circles and
strata, thereby expanding the patriotic anti-imperialist
united front. The fullest consultation preceded the
settling of any matter and no action was taken before
full agreement had been reached. This fully testified to
our Party's policy of national unity and respect for the
right of the Tibetan people to regional autonomy.

In July 1951, together with some members of the
delegation of the former Tibetan local government for
peace talks, we set out from Chamdo for Lhasa. To reach
our destination we had to cover some 2,300 li, climb 19
snow-capped mountains and traverse vast and virtually
uninhabited areas. Once we left the Chamdo area the
supply problem became a most serious one.

At that time, in accordance with Chairman Mao’s
instructions to “build on the march,” work had begun on
the Chinghai-Tibet Highway; the Sikang-Tibet Highway
was already being extended beyond Kantse. The impe-
rialists and foreign reactionaries ridiculed us, branding as
“illusory” our efforts to build these motor roads on the
“roof of the world.” Nevertheless, the road building
went ahead successfully. Working at times above the
snow-line where even birds could not fly, the road build-
ers suffered great and many hardships but they displayed
a dauntless, militant spirit fully worthy of the Chinese
people; they opened up a road to happiness for the
Tibetan people. Lorry convoys moved supplies day and
night. When they could not keep pace with the advancing
troops, the people’s air force conquered the forbidding air
space over the Sikang-Tibet Plateau. Braving the erratic
weather, its air crews supported our troops by air-dropping
supplies over Kantse, Chamdo and Taichao.
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Having endured and overcome considerable difficulties,
we finally arrived in Lhasa.

More Struggles

The patriotic people of all walks of life in Lhasa,
lamas as well as laymen, gave the People’s Liberation
Army a rousing welcome. They burnt pine branches and
green grass on the rooftops to send clouds of smoke up
into the air according to the Tibetan custom in welcoming
dear ones from afar. They offered us piping hot buttered
tea and greeted us most heartily. Released prisoners of
war—members of the Tibetan army who had been
captured in the Chamdo campaign—and travelling
merchants had told them long before about the policies
of our Party on nationalities and religion, about the per-
fect discipline of our army. They knew that the army
sent by Chairman Mao, the “Buddhist soldiers” whom
they had so long prayed for, had come. They were exalted
and excited. But we also noticed a certain number of
people who behaved quite differently. The reactionaries
threw stones and spat at us from their high towers and
called our gay drummers with their waist drums “devils.”

The arrival of the People’s Liberation Army, the sign-
ing of the 17-article agreement and the peaceful libera-
tion of Tibet was a cause for great rejoicing in the big
family of China’s many nationalities. But it was undoubt-
edly a bitter tragedy for the imperialists, the other foreign
reactionaries and their lackeys. It was only natural that
they should rant and rave. They deployed four dapon on
both banks of the Lhasa River, dug trenches, and built
fortifications and gun emplacements. They raised a hue
and cry, threatening to tear up the 17-article agreement
and deal us a blow at the very outset. At the same time
reactionary rumours were also being circulated: “The
Communists won't tolerate the Buddhist faith; they want
to destroy all religion.” “When the People’s Liberation
Army men come, they’ll kill all the senior lamas and drown
the junior lamas in the river.” “The bronze Buddha in
the Potala is shedding tears,” and so on. Soldiers of the
reactionary army committed murder, rape and robbery
and tried to blame their crimes on the P.L.A. Declaring
that they would starve us to death, they threatened the
people, telling them not to sell us food.

In these circumstances we ordered one of our detach-
ments then stationed in the Loka area to move quickly to
Lhasa, then we called on Lokongwa and Lozong Tsashi,
the real bosses of the Tibetan local government. These
pro-imperialist secessionists were the leaders of the big
Tibetan serf-owners and ringleaders in the plot to pre-
vent the People’s Liberation Army from entering Tibet.
When Lokongwa saw me, the first thing he did was to
jeer: “Commander Chang, I bet being starved is harder
to bear than being defeated in battle.” I asked him
whether he had seen the agreement on measures for the
peaceful liberation of Tibet. He shrugged his shoulders
and glanced around at the other Tibetan nobles and offi-
cials, his eyes looking fierce. I pressed him further, saying
that the agreement was signed by representatives of both
sides and that it clearly stipulated that the Tibetan local
government should give every assistance to the People’s
Liberation Army entering Tibet to consolidate the national
defences. I asked him severely whether he knew what
he was doing. 1 handed him the document containing
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the 17-article agreement written in the Tibetan language.
He held the agreement as if it was red hot. He trembled
with rage then suddenly bawled: “How dare you bring
your troops into Tibet!” I checked an involuntary laugh.
So this evil, crazed man was at last speaking the truth.
The imperialists who had always backed him could no
longer be relied upon, and the very foundations of serf-
dom were about to crash. How could Lokongwa and his
like who regarded this order of things as their very life-
blood not be panic-stricken?

The reactionaries by negative example were once
again proving the revolutionary truth that the people can
have nothing unless they have their own armed force.
At that time, S. Sinha, leader of the Indian mission in
Lhasa, a setup which the Indians had taken over from
the British, told Lhalu, a reactionary kaloon [highest rank-
ing official] of the Tibetan local government: “It was all
right for you to sign the agreement, but you shouldn’t
have let the Liberation Army in!” Taking advantage of
our peaceful liberation of Tibet, Indian troops since 1951
had occupied large tracts of our territory between the
illegal McMahon Line and the foot of the Himalayas.
These aggressive activities serve as a tell-tale footnote to
Sinha’s words.

Aspirations of Tibetan People

The people warmly welcomed what the reactionaries
opposed. They were indignant when they learnt that the
pro-imperialist secessionists had tried to prevent the uni-
fication of China and tear up the 17-article agreement.
The sharp contrast between the sentiments of the people
and those of the reactionaries was clearly brought out
in the case of Tibet. The Tibetan local government, the
apparatus for oppressing and exploiting the toiling masses,
was made up of a handful of the biggest serf-owners. In
order to suppress the people’s just demand to fight against
imperialism and serfdom, they had all along pursued a
reactionary policy that made patriotism a crime and
passed the death sentence on those who fought against im-
perialism. It is well known that they murdered Living
Buddha Rabchen and other patriots in cold blood. The
scorpion pit at the foot of the Potala was the place where
they did away with anti-imperialist and patriotic Tibetans
both from among the upper social strata and the men
and women of the labouring people. But the Tibetan
people have a glorious history of resistance to imperialist
aggression and of ardent love of their motherland. The
incidents of 1887 and 1904 in which the Tibetan people
had heroically resisted the British are well known.

Once they realized that the People’s Liberation Army
was their own armed force, an army fighting for their
liberation and welfare, they gave the P.L.A. the most en-
thusiastic support. There were many memorable instances
of this during our march into Tibet. The people returned
to us all the silver coins which in an airdrop operation
broke loose and fell into gullies and bushes. When the
cotton-padded uniforms of our soldiers got soaked in the
rain or torn by the trees and shrubs, Tibetan women
helped dry them by the fire or patch them up for us. In no
time popular support to the P.L.A. developed into a great
mass movement.

There were patriotic personages of the upper and
middle social strata too who had long desired to return
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to the fold of the motherland, and this desire grew steadi-
ly stronger. They regarded the 17-article agreement
as a great treasure and spread ils contents wherever they
went. While the reaclionaries were doing their best to
withhold food from us, many ordinary people and some
prominent patriotic personages sent us sacks of gingke
barley under cover ol night. One of them tagged a note to
his sack, saying: *“We Tibetans are always with you, ‘new
Hans’ and ‘Buddhist soldiers’! Go ahead and drive the
imperialist wolves away.”

At that time, all power in Tibet was held firmly in
the hands of the upper ruling class, and the people were
kept under the strictest surveillance. Our work of unit-
ing with and educating the people had to be done, in
most cases, through the united front. The British and
U.S. imperialists took every advantage of this fact, so
that a sharp struggle had raged ever since our troops
entered Lhasa, and this struggle was centred on whether
the 17-article agreement should be enforced or sabotaged.

A Bright Future for Tibet

After we had dealt firmly with the handful of pro-
imperialist secessionists headed by Lokongwa and Lozong
Tsashi and administered a blow to their arrogance, the
patriotic forces headed by Ngapo Ngawang-Jigme had
felt further encouraged. They declared: *“With the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army backing us up, we are not afraid
of Lokongwa’s scorpion pit.” We actively supported and
helped expand the patriotic forces among the upper so-
cial strata of the Tibetans and concentrated on winning
over the many among these upper strata who were still
wavering and undecided which way to go.

As we worked to win over these elements of the
upper strata, we energetically stepped up our work to
influence and unite with the people and the Tibetan na-
tionality as a whole. During our march from Chamdo
to Lhasa, we had taken every opportunity to help our
suffering Tibetan compatriots. We gave them medical
treatment, offered them relief, helped with the building
of houses and irrigation projects, issued farm loans and
implements. Furthermore, in accordance with Chairman
Mao’s instruction that “the march into Tibet must not
be supplied on the spot,” we stepped up our road building
and transport activities and kept our troops and the peo-
ple supplied with necessities. We also reclaimed waste-
land and did miracles growing crops on the “roof of the
world.” All this greatly encouraged the Tibetan people
and gave them confidence in building a new life in Tibet.

While we were waging these struggles against the
reactionaries, the two other forces of the People's Libera-
tion Army that had set out from Chinghai and Sinkiang
respectively, arrived in Lhasa and Ari after a heroic
march of thousands of li across high mountains, vast
grasslands and turbulent rivers. Our five-starred na-
tional flag now flew over Lhasa, Nagchuka, Gartok, Shi-
gatse, Gyantse, Yatung and high over China’s Himalayas.
At the same time, Panchen Erdeni arrived in Lhasa es-
corted by our troops and then proceeded to his native
Shigatse. This reinforced the patriotic forces in Tibet.

Everything indicated that the Tibetan people who
had suffered so deeply would finally smash their shackles
and achieve complete liberation. We could already see
a democratic, socialist new Tibet rising on the horizon.
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“JLi Shuang-shuang’’

That Li Shuang-shuang would be
a success was clear at its first preview
in a rural commune near Shanghai
where it was made. A peasant’s ex-
clamation: “We have a Li Shuang-
shuang in our commune too!” gave it
his seal of approval. Today, over a
month after its general release, the
press is still flooded with favourable
comments from peasants and other
film-goers and critics’ reviews applaud-
ing this warm human comedy from
New China’s people’s communes.

This is a film about the growth of
peasants of a new type in China’s so-
cialist countryside — people who put
the collective interests first. They
grow in conflict with the old, self-
centred individual peasant ideas which,
though dying, still clog the wheels
of progress in the villages. The film,
a lively and incident-packed comedy,
is built around such a conflict in-
volving a young couple in a Honan
people’s commune. Li Shuang-shuang
is an ordinary young peasant woman,
honest, hard-working, without much
book-learning, but public-spirited and
outspoken against anything that harms
the public good. Sun Hsi-wang, her
husband, is a likable chap but too des-
perately eager to keep in right with
everyone. Their contrasting charac-
ters — the one always trying to keep
out of “trouble” even at the expense
of the public good, the other always
in the centre of “trouble” whenever
it concerns the public good — make
for some intriguing situations.

One of the opening scenes has a
neighbour’s child rushing to tell Hsi-
wang: “Sister-in-law is quarrelling
again!” Hsi-wang finds Shuang-shuang
in the midst of a crowd defiantly
facing another woman, a small bundle
of firewood between them. “You can't
take it, it belongs to the commune,”
she cries. Hsi-wang, exasperated, re-
bukes her: “What right have you to
butt into everybody’s business? Who
are you anyway?”’ “Who, me. . .?”
Shuang-shuang is nonplussed for a
second, then comes out triumphantly
with: “A commune member!”

This right also makes her criticize
her brigade’s unsatisfactory system of
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recording work-points, suggest how to
improve it to the satisfaction of all its
members and urge Hsi-wang, clever at
figures, to be brigade accountant de-
spite his reluctance to take on a job
that holds so many risks of offending
people. It also makes her criticize the
shortcomings of the brigade leader,
speak out against sloppy work, and
help a young couple in love over the
objections of the girl’s feudal-minded
parents.

Shuang-shuang’s artless frankness
is directed against Hsi-wang too when
he turns a blind eye to things he
doesn’t want to see. He vainly pleads
with her not to “make trouble” and,
getting no satisfaction, finally leaves
home to “get away from it all.” But
each time Shuang-shuang’s influence,
the weight of public opinion and the
facts drive him to see the justice of
her ways. He had worried that she
would make herself “the laughing
stock of the village,” but, instead, he
sees that she is more and more
respected and loved by everyone. He,
too, begins to change. . .

The acting of Chang Jui-fang and
Chung Hsing-huo has won high praise.
They have brought Li Shuang-shuang
and Sun Hsi-wang straight from the
commune to the screen in every ges-
ture, every movement. Chang Jui-
fang started her career twenty-five
years ago as a young drama student
in patriotic anti-Japanese plays.
Today she is one of China’s best-
known actresses starring in such
screen successes as Mother, The Song
of the Phoenix, Everywhere Is Spring,
Nieh Erh and By the March 8th Canal.
Before making this new film, she
worked side by side with peasant
women in the commune fields, chat-
ting and sewing with them as they
sewed, absorbing their love of labour,
love of the collective, sharing their
optimistic and enterprising attitude to
the new life. Her Li Shuang-shuang
is an engaging flesh-and-blood charac-
ter with a vivid personality of her
own. Outspoken, straight as a die and
uncompromising when it comes to
upholding the public good, she also
has a “softer” side, a lively disposition
by turns vivacious, merry or shy, a
kindly and helpful concern for her
neighbours: all this is her charm. She
loves her husband. When Hsi-wang,
feeling particularly good, makes the
food for the noon-day meal and asks
his wife smugly: “Good, isn't it?”

Shuang-shuang demurely nods as she
chokes it down. But she never gives
quarter when it concerns a matter of
principle. Hsi-wang, learning that she
intends to expose a shady deal of his
friends, rolls up his bedding and threat-
ens to leave home. Shuang-shuang
snatches the bedding away and bursts
into tears on his shoulder. Seeing the
desired effect, Hsi-wang lays down
conditions for Shuang-shuang to “be-
have” herself. The next moment he
finds the bedding thrust at him and
the door flung wide open for him to
leave. When Hsi-wang finally does
leave and goes away on a long trip,
Shuang-shuang watches for him anx-
iously each day on the village road.
One day, coming back from work, she
suddenly hears someone chopping
wood in the yard. The mixture of
hope, love and stubbornness that
comes into her face goes straight to
the audience’s heart.

Hsi-wang is excellently acted by
Chung Hsing-huo, who first came to
public attention in My Day Off, one
of the best comedies of recent years.
Hsi-wang is a character that develops.
He has winning traits that recommend
him both to Shuang-shuang and the
audience — honesty, diligence and a
true handyman’s love of work and
knack at all sorts of odd jobs. It is his
fundamental, simple-hearted goodness
that, properly directed, helps to put
him on the right path of overcoming
his selfish desire to keep out of trouble
even at the cost of allowing other
people to wrong both themselves and
others. He stands appalled before a
poster Shuang-shuang has put up in
the village centre, fearing the dis-
pleasure of the person criticized. But
when it is praised by everyone includ-
ing the Party secretary, he realizes
that Shuang-shuang is right: he gets
to be feeling very proud of such a wife.
Happily he whistles a tune on his way
home. At home, he surveys Shuang-
shuang this way and that, a vastly
pleased grin on his face. When, after
each tiff with Shuang-shuang, he is
brought a little more to see what is
right, she gains stature in his eyes.
When finally he himself is changed,
he marvels to Shuang-shuang one day:
“Why, I never realized you're growing
prettier and prettier!”

The screenplay is written by Li
Chun, a young writer who already has
many film successes to his credit, in-
cluding New Story of an Old Soldier
and Sowing the Clouds. His thorough

19






	img001.pdf
	img002.pdf
	img003.pdf
	img004.pdf
	img005.pdf
	img006.pdf
	img007.pdf
	img008.pdf
	img009.pdf
	img010.pdf
	img011.pdf
	img012.pdf
	img013.pdf
	img014.pdf
	img015.pdf
	img016.pdf
	img017.pdf
	img018.pdf
	img019.pdf

