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THE WEEK

Among the major events of the week:

® It is announced that Premier Chou En-lai will shortly pay
friendship visits to the United Arab Republic, Algeria and Morocco.
Vice-Premier Chen Yi will accompany him.

® Two more African countries become independent.

Kenya celebrated its attainment of independence on December 12.
Vice-Premier Chen Yi represented the Chinese Government at the gala
ceremony in Nairobi, Kenya’s capital.

Zanzibar proclaimed its independence on December 10. Cables from
Chinese leaders warmly greeted the event, the Chinese Government
being represented at the independence celebrations by its Ambassador
to Tanganyika.

® China and Albania signed a protocol on the exchange of goeds
and financial payments for the coming year.

® The fourth session of the Third National Committee of the
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference, after meeting for 18
days, ended on December 4. The session further strengthened the peo-
ple’s democratic united front and contributed to rallying the people of
the whole country to take an active part in building socialism.

® The Wukung People’s Commune in north China’s Hopei Province
celebrates twenty years of collective farming.

® The China Peace Committee and the Chinese Committee for
Afro-Asian Solidarity issued a joint statement condemning U.S. impe-
rialism for expanding its aggression in south Viet Nam. They endorsed
the six demands of the South Viet Nam National Liberation Front and
the supporting statement of the Viet Nam Democratic Republic.

® The Chinese press reported the publication of a theoretical
journal, The Australian Communist, by the Marxist-Leninists in Aus-
tralia.

® Renmin Ribao published the full text of the December 6 editorial
of the Korean paper Rodong Shinmoon entitled “Holding Still Higher
the Revolutionary Banners of the Moscow Declaration and the Moscow
Statement,” pointing out that to oppose revisionism is the most urgent
revolutionary task of Communists.

Premier Chou to Visit African Countries

Premier Chou En-lai is shortly to
visit the United Arab Republic, the
Democratic People’s Republic of Al-
geria and the Kingdom of Morocco at
the invitations of President Gamal
Abdel Nasser, President Ahmed Ben
Bella and King Hassan II respectively.

Vice-Premier and Foreign Minister
Marshal Chen Yi will also visit Algeria
at the invitation of Algerian Minister
ol Foreign Affairs Abdel Aziz Bou-
teflika, and will accompany Premier

Chou on his visit to the U.A.R. and
Morocco.

Vice-Premier Chen Yi Arrives
In Kenya

Vice-Premier and Foreign Minister
Marshal Chen Yi arrived on December
10 as the guest of the Government of
Kenya in Nairobi to attend the cere-
monies marking Kenya's indepen-
dence. He was welcomed at the air-
port by Gikonyo Kiano, Minister of
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Commerce and Industry; R. Achieng
Oneko, Minister of Information,
Broadcasting and Tourism; J.D. Kali,
Member of the House of Representa-
tives and Chief Whip of the Govern-
ment Party in the House of Represen-
tatives; J.P. Mathenge, S-=nator and
leader of government affairs in the
Senate; and many other high officials
and prominent public figures.

Shortly after his arrival, Marshal
Chen Yi called on Prime Minister
Jomo Kenyatta, warmly congratulat-
ing him on Kenya's attainment of in-
dependence. He also conveyed to the
Prime Minister the hearty congratula-
tions and good wishes of Chairman
Mao Tse-tung, Chairman Liu Shao-chi
and Premier Chou En-lai, and on be-
half of Chairman Liu and Premier
Chou invited him 1o visit China.
Prime Minister Jomo Kenyatta gladly
accepled the invitation. saying that he
would make the visit at the earliest
opportunity.

C.P.P.C.C. Session Closes

The fourth session of the Third Na-
tional Committee of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Political Consultative Conference,
which opened in Peking on November
17, closed on December 4. Chou En-
lai, Chairman of the C.P.P.C.C.s
National Committee, presided at the
final session.

The C.P.P.C.C. is the leading organ-
ization of the Chinese people’s dem-
ocratic united front. It is a consulta-
tive body where representatives of the
nation’s many nationalities, democrat-
ic parties, people’s organizations, peo-
ple in all walks of life and overseas
Chinese gather to discuss state affairs
and make suggestions to the Govern-
ment.

At the fourth session, members of
the National Committee who also at-
tended the fourth session of the Sec-
ond National People’s Congress as
observers had lively and animated dis-
cussions. Two hundred and nine
members spoke at the plenary meet-
ings. They included leading members
of democratic parties and people’s
organizations, workers,  peasants,
scientists, professors, engineers., writ-
ers, artists, representatives of national
minorities, industrialists and business-
men, people of various religious faiths
and  representatives of  returned
overseas Chinese. All expressed ela-
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tion at the rapidity with which the
national economy had begun to take
a turn for an all-round improvement,
at China’s great achievements in in-
ternational affairs, her growing inter-
national prestige and the increasing
number of her friends throughout the
world.

The session adopted a resolution en-
dorsing the report on the work of the
Standing Committee of the Third Na-
tional Committee of the C.P.P.C.C.
It warmly approved the speech made
by Premier Chou En-lai and the re-
ports made by Vice-Premiers Li Fu-
chun and Li Hsien-nien. It also gave
full support to the domestic and for-
eign policies of the Chinese Com-
munist Party and the People’s Gov-
ernment.

The resolution called upon the peo-
ple of all nationalities in the country
to unite under the leadership of the
Chinese Communist Party and Chair-
man Mao Tse-tung and the guidance
of the general line for building social-
ism. It exhorted them to work vigor-
ously by relying on the nation’s own
strength and resources and to strive
for the fulfilment of the 1964 econom-
ic plan and for a further all-round
improvement in the national economy.
It urged the National Committee and
the committees at the various levels
of the C.P.P.C.C. to further consoli-
date and strengthen the people’s dem-
ocratic united front and to rally all
people to take an active part in the
socialist revolution and socialist con-
struction and in the socialist education
movement. The resolution expressed
determination to strive for victory in
the struggle against imperialism and
the reactionaries of various countries,
medern revisionism and modern dog-
matism, and for world peace, national
liberation, people’s democracy and
socialism.

The session decided that the term
of the Third National Committee be
prolonged to September 1964. It en-
trusted the Standing Committee of
the C.P.P.C.C.’s National Committee
with the preparatory work for con-
vening the Fourth National Com-
mittee.

Zanzibar’s Independence Day

The ery “Uhuru” (freedom) is
sounding throughout Zanzibar. After

73 years of British colonial rule, the
country proclaimed its independence
on December 10. On hand to greet the
Government and people of Zanzibar
on behalf of the Chinese- Govern-
ment was Ho Ying, Ambassador to
Tanganyika.

Messages of congratulations were
sent by Chairman Liu Shao-chi and
Premier Chou En-lai to Jamshid Bin
Abdullah and Muhammed Shamte
Hamadi, Sultan and Prime Minister
of Zanzibar respectively, wishing the
Zanzibar Government and people pros-
perity and still greater successes in
upholding national independence and
developing their country.

Minister of Foreign Affairs Chen
Yi in a message formally advising
Minister of External Affairs and Trade
Ali Muhsin of the recognition of
Zanzibar by China said he hoped that
this would lead to the further develop-
ment of relations between the two
countries.

Renmin Ribao in its editorial cele-
brating Zanzibar’s independence paid
tribute to the heroic struggles by the
people of Zanzibar against old and
new colonialism. “The Chinese people,”
it said, “will, as before, continue to
support the people of Zanzibar to
safeguard their national independence
and sovereignty. They hail every
advance made by the people of
Zanzibar in opposing imperialism as a
powerful support to themselves.”

Sino-Albanian Trade

Fruitful talks were held in Tirana
between the Chinese and Albanian
government trade delegations on the
mutual supply of goods in 1964 and
the continued expansion of economic
co-operation between the two
countries. Following the talks, the
two parties on December 6 signed a
protocol on exchange of goods and
payments for 1964. In accordance
with the provisions of the two
previous agreements on the loans
granted by China to Albania signed in
Peking, a protocol on the use by the
Government of Albania of loans from
the Government of China was also
signed.

According to the protocols, China
will supply Albania with grain,
various steel products, mechanical
equipment of various types, agricul-
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tural machinery, rubber, paper, colton,
lubricating oil, steel tubes of various
types and other commodities. Albania
will supply China with chromic ore,
iron nickel ore, crude oil, asphalt, cop-
per, lobacco, cigarettes and other com-
modities.

The Sino-Albanian trade talks and
the protocols signed, said the com-
munique issued after the talks, “mani-
fest the further growth of the unity,
[riendship and relations of mutual aid
and co-operation between the peoples
of the two countries, based on
Marxism-Leninism and proletarian
internationalism. This will greatly
promote the common upsurge in so-
cialist economic construction and will
certainly help to strengthen the unity
and might of the socialist camp and
the cause of defending world peace.”

Chinese Exhibition in Mexico

The Chinese ecconomic and trade
exhibition, which opened in Mexico
City on December 7, was seen by more
than 5,000 people on its opening day.
The exhibition is divided into six
sections: general, heavy industries,
agriculture, textile and other light in-
dustries, handicrafts, and culture and
education.

The day before, President Lopez
Mateos was taken around on a preview
of the halls by Chang Kuang-tou, head
of the Chinese exhibition mission.

The opening ceremony took place
on the square in front of the exhibi-
tion building. Raul Salinas Lozano,
Mexican Secretary of Industry and
Commerce, cut the ribbon.

Addressing the guests at the cere-
mony, Chang Kuang-tou thanked the
Mexican Government, business and
other circles and the people for their
support for the exhibition. “Both
China and Mexico have a long his-
torical background and an age-old
culture,” he said. “Our two peoples
have always been friendly to each
other. The long distance which sep-
arates us do not lessen the peoples’
desire to promote friendship and trade
between our two countries.” He ex-
pressed confidence that Sino-Mexican
friendship, co-operation and economic
and trade ties would grow steadily.

Jose Luis Cecena, President of the
Mexico-China  Economic  Relations
Promotion Committee, in his speech,
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described the exhibition as of great
significance to Mexico. Declaring that
Mexico was determined to clear away
the obstacles created by foreign
economic forces which tried to monop-
olize the country’s economy, he said:
“Through this exhibition the scope of
our economic relations has been ex-
tended to a country which amazes the
world with its advanced achievements
in the economic and cultural fields.”

Electronic Computers Aid Economy

China made its first electronic digit-
al computers in 1958 and since then
they have been used on an ever grow-
ing scale in'research, engineering, and
other fields.

It is this kind of modern equipment
that enables China to issue short-
term numerical weather forecasts flor
large areas. Such a [orecast needs
millions of calculations. Even large
numbers of people would take a week
to find the answers by manual meth-
ods. Then, the results would be out
of date. Now, the computers can do
the work in less than one hour. On
the basis of their calculations, the
nation’s weather can be predicted 48
hours in advance.

Electronic digital computers prove
helpful in transport and agriculture
too. Last May more than 26 million
ton-kilometres of freight were saved
when a national distribution plan for
nitrogenous fertilizers was checked.
The correct choice and deployment of
the most suitable types of tractors in
a given area also requires detailed
mathematical studies. The use of com-
puters reduced the types of tractors
operating in one county of Hopei
Province, for example, from 11 to 3,
thereby effecting great savings of
manpower and money.

Maritime Industry

The volume of China's ocean and
coastal shipping has been stepped up
considerably. Simultaneous with
more foreign vessels calling at
Chinese ports there has been an in-
crease in the number of sailings for
foreign ports under the five-starred red
flag of the Chinese People’s Republic.

Three new routes, which find
Chinese vessels putting in at more
than 30 ports in 21 countries and re-

gions, have been opened to Southeast
Asia, Europe and Africa. Although
New China’s first ocean-going ship
sailed for Djakarta in 1961, the first
day of 1963 when the China-built
freighter Peace docked at Conakry,
Guinea in Africa marked a new stage
in China’s overseas shipping.

Coastal trade has risen sharply with
more than 60 routes being plied along
the nation’s 14,000-kilometre coastline.
The total carrying capacity of freight-
ers serving roules north of Shanghai
has been more than doubled since
1957.

This year average time of port calls
for sea-going vessels in China’s major
ports has been cut by one day. The
result has been an addition of several
hundred thousand tons in shipping
capacity for Chinese cargo vessels
docking at Talien, Chinwangtao,
Tientsin., Tsingtao, Lienyun Harbour,
Shanghai, Whampoa and Chankiang
which handle more than 95 per cent
of the nation’s seaborne transport.

In longshoring swifter turn rounds
have resulted mainly through pro-
gressively replacing manual labour
with  new modern equipment —
cranes, loaders, conveyors, and hoists
— for loading and discharging. Port
rail and road connections have been
improved. This year more than 70 per
cent of the freight, against 25 per cent
in 1957, passing through major sea-
ports were handled by machines in-
stedd of men. Where formerly it took
500 men three back-breaking days to
load a 10,000-ton collier, now it takes
less than one day and far fewer long-
shoremen.

Capital investment during the last
few years has improved and expand-
ed seaport capacity. A deep-water
pier with berths for five 10,000-ton
vessels has been added to Tientsin's
New Harbour. New deep-water piers,
and warehouses have been built and
machines installed for harbours in
Shanghai, Whampoa and Chinwangtao.

An important adjunct to the na-
tion’s burgeoning maritime industry
is the training of senior technical per-
sonnel for sea-going navigation and
for shipbuilding at China’s two mari-
time colleges. Captains, chief engi-
neers and first mates have been
graduated from the Talien Maritime
Navigation College. Founded in 1953,
it boasts an alumni of more than
2,000.



An Example of Modern Revisionism in Art

— A Critique of the Films and Statements of Grigori Chukhrai

by CHANG KUANG-NIEN

Following is an abridged translation of an article
published in the November issue of “Wenyi Bao” (Literary
Gazette) this year. The author is a noted critic. The same
number also carries a Chinese translation of Chukhrai’s
article “Keeping the Old on Their Toes.” — Ed.

I. Raising the Question

A YEAR ago, Grigori Chukhrai, a representative figure in

the Soviet film world, wrote an article called “Keep-
ing the Old on Their Toes” for the October 1962 number of
the British magazine Films and Filming. In this article
Chukhrai champions the philosophy of “humanism” and
“humanity” and sings the praises of a class-transcending
humanity and human sentiment. What he does is to at-
tack Marxist-Leninist ideology as “dogmatism” because
“there is a difference between ideology and humanity”;
he wants ideology and humanity to be “synonymous”’;
before the British public he accuses the Soviet proletarian
dictatorship of lacking humanism, saying that “we were
to experience communism without humanism which
should never be so.” He lashes out at past Soviet socialist
art, saying that “there were many barriers between the
real life of people and the interpretation of that life in
art.” He maligns his artistic elders, charging that “the
old group of directors were so soaked in dogmatism” that
“they will die thinking the same things in the same way.”
He says that he wants to “fight for ncw conceptions of
cinematography” and thus raises the banner of a “Soviet
new wave” following the precedent of the “Western new
wave.” He indicates that he wants to renovate the Soviet
cinema with these “new conceptions” and “influence other
socialist countries.” He expresses strong dissatisfaction
with the fact that his much paraded “new wave” has not
been able to exert any influence on the Chinese cinema
and makes a wanton attack on New China’s cinema, slan-
derously saying that “the Chinese films are the example
of the dogmatic and anti-artistic way of thinking,” that
they do not portray “emotions,” that “with dogmatism and
logic alone the Chinese artist cannot make good films,”
and so on.

It is not difficult to sce that the political, philosophical
and artistic viewpoints expressed in Chukhrai’s article are
opposed to the fundamental principles of Marxism-
Leninism and to proletarian artistic thought. That an
artist of a socialist country who calls himself a Communist
Party member should publish in a Western bourgeois
journal an article openly vilifying Marxism-Leninism, the
socialist system and proletarian artistic thought is a
matter deserving serious attention.

In order to diminish the revolutionary influence of
Marxism-Leninism among the peoples of the world the
modern revisionists curse it as “dogmatism.” Thus it is
not surprising that Chinese films should be here stigma-
tized as “dogmatic.” We would like now to take this op-
portunity to discuss three films of Chukhrai’s and the
substance of his so-called anti-dogmatist “new wave,” to

see whether it is that others are “soaked in dogmatism”
or whether it is that he himself has gone too far along
the political line of modern revisionism and the artistic
path of the modern bourgeoisie, and also to see what
political ends are served by the “new conceptions” he has
advocated for cinema art.

In this article we shall confine our discussion to the
question of how a work of art deals with the question of
war and peace. We do so because Chukhrai’s three films,
The Forty-First, Ballad of a Soldier and The Clear Sky,
all deal with the subject of war and themes concerning war,
and his political, philosophical and artistic viewpoints are
most clearly shown in his approach to this subject. What is
cven more important is that the odour of bourgeois hu-
manism and pacifism, which these films on war emit,
is precisely a reflection of the political line of modern
revisionism in the spheres of art and ideology and of the
political aspirations for “peaceful evolution” from socialism
to capitalism. All this is so comprehensively and clearly
embodied in Chukhrai’s films that they can well deserve
the honour of being regarded as an example of modern
revisionism in art. Much can be learnt from analysing
and studying them; nor will the benefit be confined to
the artistic field.

Il. A Confession About Revolutionary War

ILMS of the “Soviet new wave” championed by Chuk-
hrai, his own films in particular, always reiterate the
same message: the revolulionary wars the proletariat and
the revolutionary people were forced to wage were in-
compatible with the individual happiness of the masses,
while the collective interest of the revolution was incom-
patible with the individual interest. The formula that war
destroys personal happiness and love is most clearly
demonstrated in these films.

The Forty-First came out in 1956. Chukhrai himself
has proclaimed it as a product of his struggle with
“dogmatism” and “prejudice,”” and we must take it as
the forerunner of the “Soviet new wave.” Maryutka, the
heroine of the film, is the only girl soldier in a Red Army
guerrilla detachment. Born in a poor fisherman’s family,
she has become a crack shot since joining the army and
has killed 40 of the enemy. But when she aims her rifle
at her forty-first, fate seems to trick her and she misses.
A blue-eyed White Guard licutenant raises a white flag
and surrenders. (This lieutenant is on an important
secret mission as an emissary of the White commander-
in-chief Kolchak to the rebel government of General
Denikin.) Maryutka is entrusted with guarding this im-
portant prisoner. During the journey the small boat they
are in is hit by a storm and they are both cast ashore on
an uninhabited desert island. “Human nature” overcomes
class nature, and the enemies become lovers. The blue-
eyed lieutenant who “was to have been the forty-first
name on Maryutka’s death list becomes the first name
on her list of a maiden’s happiness.” The Red Army
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heroine becomes the nurse and mistress of the White
officer. “She is in his power, and will do anything he
asks.” On their desert island they forget about everything
and lead a “happy life” in which there is no war and no
class struggle. But when the lieutenant hails a White
boat which comes to the island and runs along the shore
towards it Maryutka's illusions are shattered. She takes
up her rifle and kills her lover, then runs along the strand
to his body and embraces it in tears. This is the plot of
the film.

The director prettifies the love of the Red Army
fighter for her class enemy. It is exactly this that has
met with the approval of certain cinema critics. A Soviet
woman critic has explained for our benefit that “Maryutka
is a simple girl who cannot feel that this lieutenant, sick
and ragged like herself, is an enemy. ‘She forgets this
point. The situation is that now they are —only human
beings, and precisely at this moment they are more than
ever — just two human beings.” (A man and a woman!)
How “touchingly” true! “They are only human beings!”
“They are more than ever — just two human beings!” If
you want to distinguish between which of them is
proletarian and which bourgeois, or which of them is a
revolutionary and which a counter-revolutionary, are you
not then “soaked in dogmatism”? Are you not then under
the spell of your own “dogmatic and anti-artistic way of
thinking”? The “humanism” and “humanity” Chukhrai
wants amount to: “forget who are your enemies” and
“love your enemies.” Later on that critic becomes
entranced by the ‘“beautiful romance” between the
partisan girl and the White Guard officer, saying, “the
hero and heroine agree that had there been no war their
relationship would have been possible, but the audience
feels that it actually already exists. The beauty of love
is shown with all the freedom of poetry.”

“Had there been no war their relationship would
have been possible.” This is the political and ideological
message stressed by the film. If, in other words, there
had been no October Revolution and civil war these two
“human beings” would have been able to love each other
and be happy. Thus the film not only seriously distorts
life but also, in effect, curses the inhumanity of the rev-
olution and the revolutionary war. Chukhrai once said
that his intention in making the film was to show how
“the revolution has divided people into opposing camps.”?
That is to say that it is possible to avoid class antagonisms
and revolutionary struggle in life and that it is the rev-
olution (the October Revolution) that has forced people
to oppose each other as enemies: the purpose of The
Forty-First is to demonstrate this “inhuman” phenomenon.
Maybe it is precisely for this that this film has been
regarded by certain persons as being “original, humanistic
and highly poetic” and has been greatly encouraged and
treated as being of special importance.

OW does the film Ballad of a Soldier show the con-
tradiction between war and individual happiness and

the tragic clash between war and love? During the period
of the anti-fascist war Alyosha, a 19-year-old soldier in
the signals corps, flees in terror from enemy tanks and
then by a very lucky coincidence is able to destroy two
of them, for which deed he is made a “hero.” He does
not want this honour and would much rather have a few
days’ leave to go home to see his mother and take the
chance to repair the roof of her cottage. His superiors
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grant his request. On his way home he sees the many
miseries that the people suffer as a result of the Patriotic
War, and he uses the little time he has to help those whose
happiness has been destroyed by the war. In the train
he gets to know Shura, a beautiful girl, and though each
of them falls in love with the other they find no oppor-
tunity to express their feelings. Before the sprouts of
love have pushed their heads above the soil they are
crushed. Because of all the delays on his journey
Alyosha’s leave is already over by the time he gets home.
The brief moment of joy as he meets his mother at the
edge of the village becomes a tragic parting. Without
being able to mend the cottage roof he has to rush back
to the front. He never comes home again. For months
and even years afterwards his mother stands waiting and
watching on the village road, but her son’s bones are
already mouldering in a distant grave. How many other
mothers have went till they could weep no more! How
many other youngsters have lost their lives in the Patri-
otic War! This is the “poetry” that the direcor takes such
pains to play up.

The scriptwriters and the director of Ballad of a
Soldier ingeniously use the opportunity of Alyosha’s
journey home to introduce a series of episodes in con-
demnation of the war, to show how the anti-fascist
Patriotic War wrecked people’s happiness and how
Alyosha sympathizes with these unhappy and suffering
people, although he himself is also a victim of this “inhu-
man” war! At almost every step he comes up against the
tragic effects of the war on the Soviet people. Perhaps
this explains the high praise given this film by one critie:
“Ballad of a Soldier is the very poetry of humanism
which fills every episode and accompanies each step the
hero takes!"3

The Clear Sky describes the misfortunes of Sasha
Lyova, a young working girl, and her husband Alexei
Astakhov, a pilot. War destroys Sasha’s happy life and
snatches both her father and her husband from her. The
news of her husband’s death in action is a still heavier
blow which redoubles her sorrow. After the war Astak-
hov unexpectedly turns up from a German P.O.W. camp.
This unexpected joy leads to new misery and tribulation
because as a prisoner he had at one time worked on a
German airfield and thus fell under suspicion. The film
describes with great emphasis the “dogmatism” and “in-
humanity” of the Communist Party organization during
the Stalin era which grounded this pilot. Astakhov gets
very depressed, takes to drink, and tries to kill himself.
Sasha has to bear her share of all this suffering. When
Stalin dies “the ice melts” and “the sky clears” and
Astakhov is trusted and well looked after. He is re-
awarded the Gold Star for his heroism and soars freely
through “the clear sky” at the controls of a modern air-
craft.

The Clear Sky is not limited to depiction of the irrec-
oncilable conflict between the revolutionary war and in-
dividual happiness; nevertheless, the first half of the film
describes this conflict very vividly. This is what a Soviet
film critic had to say about the ideological content of this
first half. His remarks take the form of a question and
an answer: “Why do they — Sasha and Alexei —grip us
s0? Because —as with the heroes of Chukhrai’s first two
films — they have the capacity for happiness.” This critic
referred especially to the happy moment when this young
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couple retreat for a time from the revolutionary storm to
their own cosy little nest: “This is just like The Forty-
First. A moment of tranquil happiness amid the storms
of the age, a little island in a cruel sea. ...” These
words which I have italicized undoubtedly reveal
Chukhrai’s idea of happiness. In his view the turbulent
times of revolution stand in the way of the quest for hap-
piness; only by escaping from the violent and cruel rev-
olutionary storms can a moment of happiness be achieved;
and even this happiness is liable to be smashed by
the revolutionary storm! In The Forty-First, the only
happy moment is when the Red Army girl and the White
officer flee from the class struggle and coexist for a
while in peace on the desert island. In Ballad of a Soldier
the only moment of happiness is the fleeting moment when
Alyosha and Shura fall in love with each other in the
railway carriage! In The Clear Sky too happiness can
only be found on the “little island,” the temporary refuge
from the heat of revolutionary battle. Apart from this,
misfortune is the inevitable lot in every situation bound
up with the revolutionary struggle.

Chukhrai makes quite clear what is his idea of hap-
piness. He has said, “I believe that there are three es-
sential elements to happiness — love, peace and truth.”s
His works and his statements help us to understand the
implications of this sentence. Love, for him, is a love
which flees from the “storms of the age” to a
“little island.” Peace, for him, is a peace undisturbed by
the storms of revolution and the sea of the people. And
truth, for him, lies in substituting bourgeois humanism
for communism “without humanism.” Thus his three
essential elements of happiness, translated into our terms,
are bourgeois individualism, pacifism and humanism; at
their core lies extreme individualism diametrically opposed
to revolutionary collectivism. This extremely individualist
idea of happiness constitutes the main content of
Chukhrai’s philosophy of life.

According to the views of Chukhrai and his group, to
stress revolutionary collectivism or the revolutionary spirit
and heroism of the masses of the people in works of art
is “dogmatism” and utterly inadmissible. Instead one
should preach individual happiness, individual interest and
individual ideals that are opposed to collectivism. One
should stress how the collective revolutionary cause
“smashes” individual happiness, “mortifies” individual
ideals and creates individual “tragedies.” This alone is
the “completely new humanism”!

TO be sure, individual happiness must be valued, but it

should fit in with the revolutionary collective interest
and not clash with it. Socialist revolution and construc-
tion provide the surest guarantee of a happy life of the
hundreds of millions of the worker and peasant masses.
From slaves suffering every form of destitution they have
become the masters of the world. Thus all the labouring
people who are awakened consciously safeguard the collec-
tive interest of the revolution, merging their personal
interests with the great common cause and, if necessary,
sacrificing their all to obey its needs. This is because
they know that without the revolutionary collective there
can be no question of individual happiness. Of course
they realize that war can destroy one’s happiness and
snatch away precious lives. That is why they unflinchingly
oppose all unjust and aggressive wars. But when imperial-
ists and reactionaries force a counter-revolutionary war on
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the people, they know, too, to beg for peace from the
enemy is of no avail. The only way to safeguard the
interests of the revolution and win happiness is to take to
arms and wage the revolutionary war to the end. To them
the extremely individualist view of happiness that tires
of revolutionary struggle, flees from the revolutionary
storm and seeks only “a moment’s tranquil happiness
amidst the storms of the age, a little island in the cruel
sea” is a shameful, philistine philosophy. If this philos-
ophy were allowed to spread among the workers and
peasants and to “grip” the minds of young men and
women in all spheres of socialist endeavour the results
would not bear thinking about.

HE war films of the “Soviet new wave” typified by

Chukhrai repeatedly propagate just such an extremely
individualist view of happiness; they play up in every way
the “tragic clash” between individual and collective inter-
ests; they do their utmost to obscure the nature of war,
vilify the Soviet people and condemn revolutionary war
for being “meaningless” and “inhuman.” In these films
you cannot understand why the Soviet people went to war
or what sort of wars they fought; you cannot sense any
revolutionary indignation against the class enemies, the
enemies of the people and the enemies of peace. Ballad
of a Soldier and these other films are all evidence of this.
But it is just this point that has received the high praise
from some film critics. In praising Chukhrai’s “great and
complex art” a Czechoslovak film critic wrote: “Ballad
of a Soldier is an indictment of war and an exposure of
its ruthless cruelty. Alyosha with his pure, boyish soul,
Shura and her naive, childlike love — they are a pro-
test and outcry against the disasters inflicted by this mean-
ingless war.” This writer has openly dismissed the anti-
fascist Patriotic War waged by the Soviet people (and
which helped the people of the lands of Eastern Europe
to freedom from the fascist yoke) as “meaningless,” as
something to be condemned and protested against! And
the *great” thing about Chukhrai is that he condemns
the “disasters inflicted by this meaningless war” and pro-
tests against them.

The war films of the “Soviet new wave” typified by
Chukhrai are nearly all recantations and confessions of
guilt about revolutionary wars. They give the impression
that these wars should never have been waged, that by
leading the Soviet people to destroy the White armies and
the fascist invaders the Soviet Party and Government
committed some terrible crimes, and now is the time to
admit mistakes to the world through these films. In dis-
cussing The Cranes Are Flying, A Man’s Fate and other
films in his article “The Responsibilities of an Artist,”
Chukhrai said, “it will be hard to make the people of
Western countries who have seen these films believe that
the Russian people want war. When a people have been
through such severe trials and shed so much blood for
peace, how could they dream of anything else but to build
a happy and peaceful life?”

Everyone knows that war is the product of imperialist
policies. The Soviet people want peace. The Chinese peo-
ple want peace. The people of the whole world want
peace. This is their common wish. The responsibility of
an artist is to use the artistic weapons in his hands to
expose untiringly the evil designs of U.S. imperialism, the
enemy of peace, and to summon up the revolutionary
vigilance and the revolutionary heroism of the masses
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for the struggle against the policies of war and aggres-
sion of U.S. imperialism and in defence of world peace.
He must certainly not curse and regret revolutionary
struggle and just war in order to prove that the Soviet
people want peace. Indeed, does the fact that the heroic
Soviet people took to arms to resist invasion and oppres-
sion prove that “the Soviet people want war”? It thus
comes as no surprise that the heroes of modern revision-
ism should maliciously slander the Chinese people who
uphold the revolutionary line and resolutely oppose im-
perialism as “wanting war” when they slandered and
vilified the revolutionary Soviet people in this way too!
In order to absolve the war-thirsty imperialists, these
heroes do their utmost to slander the Soviet people of
yvesterday and the Chinese people of today as “wanting
war.” At the same time in order to beg for mercy from
the imperialists, they do their utmost to prove that the
Soviet people of today seeck nothing but their own in-
dividual happiness. It follows that although these remarks
of Chukhrai’s seem lo be addressed to “the pcople of the
Western countries,” they are in fact professions of good
faith addressed to the ruling classes of the Western coun-
tries. Chukhrai believes that “the great obstacle today
between different nations is that they do not believe each
other.” This is why he adopts this very odd method to
gain the trust and understanding of the monopoly bour-
geois bosses of the Western countries who control the
machinery of war. But what else can he achieve other
than showing his own capitulationism in the face of U.S.
imperialist nuclear blackmail policies?

HAT odd “fighters for peace” are these artists of the

“Soviet new wave' as typified by Chukhrai! In their
view the obstacle to peace is not imperialist policies of
war and aggression but the fact that the nations “do not
believe each other™! They do not oppose imperialism but
want the popular masses to establish trust and under-
standing with imperialism. They do not condemn the
aggressive wars of imperialism and fascism but instead
attack the Soviet people’s just wars against the bourgeoisic
attempting to stage a comeback and against imperialist
intervention and fascist invasion! They do not expose the
crimes of imperialism and the bourgeoisie but instead re-
veal the “crimes’™ of socialism and the proletariat, alleging
that proletarian revolution and revolutionary war are
“inhuman.” They not only fail to help summon up the
revolutionary vigilance of the popular masses of the so-
cialist countries, but actually undermine from within the
foundations of socialism. sap the people’s revolutionary
mililancy and weaken their fighting strength! They not
only fail to help arouse the sacred wrath of the peoples of
all countries against U.S. imperialism and against new
and old colonialism but, to quote Lenin, “use a saccharine
hymn of peace to soothe and calm the too fiercely angered
masses.” They frighten the masses with the *“terrible
image” of revolutionary war and spread base propaganda
about the “great antagonism between man and war” to
divert the masses from the objectives of the struggle!
Artists of the “Soviet new wave”! You have completely
abandoned the revolutionary standpoint, and pious as you
are in your prayers for peace, you must be warned that
your actions exercise a demoralizing effect on the peo-
ple’s struggle for peace and clear the way for imperialist
war policies! To be frank, you are not fighters for peace

December 13, 1963

at all! You are playing the role of defenders of im-
perialism!

lll. A Voice Raised Against Revolutionary Heroism

HE modern revisionists are divorced from the masses

and lord it over them. They do not in the least trust
the great power of the masses to transform the world.
They despise and vilify the people and negate the heroic
actions of the masses and revolutionary heroism. This is
another salient feature of the films of the “Soviet new
wave” represented by Chukhrai. These film-makers do
their utmost to avoid giving a positive picture of the
Soviet people’s revolutionary, patriotic and heroic spirit;
instead they concentrate on looking for and exposing the
seamy side of things. Sometimes the Soviet people are
portrayed as little people. numbed and passive. who are
at the mercy of some kind of fate. At other times they
are disparaged as being pitiful creatures totally lacking in
class awareness and patriotism, who care for nothing but
the pursuit of personal happiness. On seeing these films
one cannot help wondering how victory was ever won in
these just, people’s wars if the situation at the front and
in the rear was in such a mess.

Any number of examples could be cited. We have
already pointed out how, in Ballad of a Soldier, Chukhrai
created a series of such miserable images of the masses.
Let us now take a truly unusual scene involving the
masses in The Clear Sky. Soldiers’ families are crowded
on to the platform of a small station, hoping to see their
loved ones as they pass through in a military train; but
the train rushes past them. The soldiers in the carriages
call out desperately. Those on the platform shriek in
despair. The agitated crowd surges towards the train,
but the train hoots angrily and carries off their loved
ones. The director and the cameramen racked their brains
to bring out in bold relief the expression of shock and the
agony of separation. The soldiers seem to have been
snatched away to die at the hands of their enemies,
instead of setting out voluntarily to hit back at the in-
vaders. Such distorted pictures as this can only distress
the friends of the Soviet people and delight their enemies.

Chukhrai pays lip service to ‘“heroism” and asserts
that his films are “heroic tragedies.” Let us see then what
sort of heroes and what sort of heroism it is that he
praises.

In the case of The Forty-First, is not the image of that
girl soldier who is so disgracefully depraved politically
and in spirit an insult to the revolutionary people and
the revolutionary heroes of the Soviet Union? The director
shows her at first as being even firmer than her heroic
comrades, but then he goes on to denigrate her recklessly.
The film puts her in the position of being a renegade to
the revolution while it makes the White officer out to be
a good fellow who had looked forward to the coming of the
revolution “as if it were his betrothed” and who “had
never in all his officer’s career ever laid a finger on any
of his men”; it makes big play with the superior qualities
of his mind and spirit. Thus it shows positive things as
negative and sings the praises of the bad as if it were
good.

Chukhrai believes that of all his works “Ballad of
a Soldier is the most successful. I expressed myself as
an artist most clearly and fully in this film.”"® We can
see that in this film he created the Alyosha-type of hero
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as the antithesis of the Matrosov or the Young Guard
type of hero. This hero is scared out of his wits by the
enemy tanks; he covers his head and bawls on the battle-
field. It is only when he huddles up prepared to die that
he discovers an abandoned anti-tank gun which fortunate-
ly happens to be loaded. Thus by sheer coincidence he is
changed from a coward to a “hero.” Of course, soldiers
often have to go through a process of changing from being
scared to being fearless, but this depends on the strength
of their mental equipment and tempering in battle, not
on mere coincidence. The director completely eschews
showing this young soldier being awakened politically or
growing up mentally but does his best to bring out vividly
his state of terror and his instinctive search for ways to
survive in desperate situations. This is to mock at the
fair word “hero.” The director does indeed also show
his goodness and simplicity, his sympathetic heart and
other good qualities. but these are not enough to show
that he has the basic qualities of a revolutionary or a
heroic fighter; and it must also be remembered that these
good qualities are portrayed at the cost of emphasizing
by contrast the numbness of the masses and the confusion
in the rear and condemning a just war as “inhuman.”
The whole film is filled with feelings of repentance for the
great anti-fascist Patriotic War and with mockery of it.
If progressive West German artists had made a film of
this type about the aggressive fascist war as an indictment
of its tragic effects on the people and the young men and
women of their country then such a work would have
had a certain positive meaning. But for such a film
about the Patriotic War to be made by Soviet artists can
only mean that the scriptwriter and the director are de-
liberately smearing the great anti-fascist Patriotic War and
the great Soviet people.

HUKHRAI asserts that *“in my opinion heroes and

heroines . . . are Sashenka [Sasha Lyova] in The Clear
Sky . .. or Astakhov and young Sergei. .. ."7 Let us
see what sort of heroes and heroines these are.

Sasha Lyova appears on the screen to be innocent,
good and pure. But what exists in her mental world
apart from her personal happiness and her husband and
child who are essential to it? Film critics stress her
“capacity for happiness.” Then she is at best no more
than an heroic seeker after personal happiness! But there
is much more to the question than that. If the director
has created the image of Alyosha in Ballad of a Soldier
to attack the “inhumanity” of the Patriotic War, then
the same director in The Clear Sky created Sasha and
Astakhov not only to attack the Patriotic War but also to
censure the “inhumanity” of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union and the proletarian dictatorship during the
Stalin period. For one must realize that this couple in
The Clear Sky are images of victims of the Patriotic War
and the “personality cult.”

The inner world of Astakhov is more ‘“complicated”
than that of Sasha. When his behaviour in the German
P.O.W. camps brings him under suspicion he goes through
a period of severe tribulations in his personal life. He
takes to drink and tries to kill himself, and the resent-
ment that rankles within him finds no outlet. He forces
himself to repress his indignation at the Party organiza-
tion. When, speaking to his brother-in-law Sergei, he
says certain things that are apparently correct he is
maliciously mocked by this “angry young man” who
cruelly jeers at the “aims in life, the ideals and the justice”
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that are always on Astakhov's lips and at the “Com-
munist Party” and “communism” that he is always talk-
ing about. After the quarrel with Sergei, he and his wife
have to admit secretly that “much of what Sergei said is
right.” *“He is better than us! He is more honest than
us!” This is how a Soviet film critic analyses Astakhov's
inner world: “He is sincere in his confusion when he
tries to deceive himself by saying these things which seem
to be true but are in reality false.”® But he was not able
to keep up this self-restraint or this deception of himself
and of others for long. “Stalin is dead!” “Times have
changed!” *“The heroes have awoke!” Their “inner
revolt” had “matured”!

BULGARIAN critic has written: “The logic of life

quite naturally forced Astakhov and [Sasha] Lyova
to draw the correct conclusion. They condemn the in-
humanity and the dogmatism of the formulas governing
morality and Party behaviour, the formulas which have
been forced on them as the one and only possible and cor-
rect Party line. To understand this was no easy matter.
The discipline of the Communist Party . . . completely
overcame the revolt that was brewing in their hearts and
minds. . . .”"" This Bulgarian critic openly states that
morality, Party spirit, the Party line, Party discipline and
so on were all so many “inhuman and dogmatic”
“formulas”! What so delighted him was that Sasha and
Astakhov were finally able to “understand this” and that
they both in the end “awoke” from their “superstitious
belief” in the Communist Party! This critic could well
be called the bosom friend of Astakhov and Sasha, and
also of Chukhrai. We are indebted to him for giving us
such a penetrating explanation of the “inner revolt” of
Chukhrai and his heroic characters.

The character Sergei [in The Clear Sky] is suspicious
of everything about socialism and communism and is full
of anger. A Polish film magazine has rightly said that
he is “a rebellious voung beatnik.” This anti-socialist
“hero” who comes on the screen only infrequently is
worth our attention. He is the reflection of a certain
social phenomenon. He is the reflection of the “inner
revolt” of Astakhov; he puts into words what Astakhov
wanted to say but did not say. In addition to this the
director has embodied his own *“‘ideals” in him. Chukhrai
has said: *“He is a hero typical of the youth of that period.
He has his own philosophy. . . . He is ready to struggle
for the truth no less than Astakhov. He is the hero of
the future.”!® What great responsibilities for the Sergeis
who are, you see, both “typical of that period” and “the

_heroes of the future”! According to this line of argument

the today and the tomorrow of a great socialist country
actually belong to an anti-socialist “beatnik generation.”
Isn't this startling?

The Clear Sky was said to have been made “lo
combat the personality cult”; but it is just those people
who make such a big outery about “‘opposing the cult of
the individual” who inflate the role of the individual till
it really does become a cult. When in the film Sergei
says “Stalin is dead” the sky at once clears, and the ice
thaws. New equipment is immediately installed in the
factory and the whole production process takes place on
an automatic line; all the workers have to do is to press
buttons. Sasha “becomes even more beautiful,” and the
Party becomes “human,” and for this reason the papers
on physics of a Soviet scientist can be published in
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English in London. “To be honest, I'm too lucky. . ..
We've all been lucky.” This is how the scientist in the
film sums up the happy life aflter the “thaw.” This
method of using such crude, schematized illustrations
caused one French film critic to voice suspicions: “Would
one death have been enough to make everything so easy
and everyone so happy?”’''" This question is not, in fact,
hard to understand. In A Proposal Concerning the
General Line of the International Communist Movement
the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party
pointed out that: *“While loudly combating the so-called
cult of the individual, certain persons are in reality doing
their best to defame the proletarian party and the
dictatorship of the proletariat. At the same time, they
are enormously exaggerating the role of certain in-
dividuals, shifting all errors on to others and claiming all
credit for themselves.” This is precisely the political end
served by The Clear Sky. This is why this artistically crude
and sloppy film was given such veneration and attention.
The highest leader of the Soviet Union has actually praised
this film as “a work which truly illuminates from the
Party’s point of view the Soviet reality of those years” for
the obvious reason that he approves of the role the film
plays in painting black white and misleading the public.
This is yet another proofl of the objective law of artistic
criticism pointed out by Comrade Mao Tse-tung: *“...all
classes in all class societies invariably put the political
criterion first and the artistic-criterion second.”

OW everyone can see what sort of heroes and heroines
Chukhrai really extols in his films. They are
Maryutka who falls in love with her class enemy and
“becomes the prisoner of her prisoner”; the “good” reac-
tionary hero, the blue-eyed lieutenant who once “looked
forward to the coming of the revolution as il it were
his betrothed”; Alyosha, who, in spite of his cowardice,
willy-nilly becomes a hero; Sasha, the heroine who
in her country’'s hour of crisis devotes all her
thoughts to the pursuit of her personal happiness;
the pilot Astakhov who deceives himself and others and
who cannot repress his “inner revoll”; the “rebellious
yvoung beatnik,” the worker Sergei. ... All the heroic
Soviet workers, peasants and soldiers who appear in
Chukhrai’s films, believe it or not, are of this stamp.
One may ask what other explanation can there be for
this than that he is deliberately raising his voice against
the heroic Soviet people and true revolutionary heroes
and revolutionary heroism? Moreover, the “tragedy” of
these “heroes” lies in the fact that they are all decent
people with the “capacity for happiness” and all “deserve
to be happy” but, as the artists and critics have
explained, they either become the victims of “meaning-
less” revolutionary wars or suffer under a socialist system
“without humanism”! One may ask what other explana-
tion can there be for this than that he is deliberately
raising his voice against the proletarian revolution, the
proletarian dictatorship, socialism and communism?

Chukhrai obliterates the class character and the revolu-
tionary spirit of the Soviet working people in the midst of
revolutionary struggle and highlights the dark side of life
and the dark thoughts of his worker, peasant and soldier
characters. He smears the faces of the revolutionary Soviet
people and the revolutionary Soviet heroes with mud
while prettifying the individualists, the nihilists and the
counter-revolutionary and anti-socialist heroes. Thus in
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his films he turns right and wrong upside down and fails
to distinguish between f[riend and foe. Bul, according to
Chukhrai, the reason he adopted this peculiar method of
portraying his heroes was to show the “complexity™ of
the class struggle and to enable young people to “learn a
lesson” [rom the films: *“They must learn that everything
is complex and things are not so simple. This is true
education.”12

This is real revisionist sophistry. Naturally, the course
ol class struggle is complicated. If one oversimplifies a
complicated struggle one tampers with the realities of life;
and the result has no educational value. But when treating
of the complexity of class struggle it is possible for people
who take different class stands to adopt completely dif-
ferent viewpoints and methods. If one takes a proletarian
stand and adopts the Marxist viewpoint of class struggle
and the method of class analysis, if one bases oneself on
fact in observing, analysing and studying, then it does
not matter how complicated, involved and subtle the
course of the struggle may be; one will always be able to
get beneath the surface and penetrate to the essence of
things to know how the struggle begins and where it will
end up, give a proper evaluation of its significance and
take a clearcut attitude towards the antagonists in the
struggle. At a time when revolutionary artists and writers
of the proletariat are taking the struggle between the pro-
letariat and the bourgeoisie as their main theme, this
attitude of distinguishing between the enemy and our-
selves and of drawing a line between love and hate is com-
pletely natural and definitely indispensable. This truth
has been repeatedly demonstrated by many fine examples
of proletarian literature and art. It is precisely these good
works which play a powerful educational role among the
masses. But there are also a number of very odd people
in the ranks ol the proletariat and among its writers and
artists. They stress the “complexity” of the class struggle,
saying things to the effect that “everything is complex and
things are not so simple.” Their aim is patently not to
help young people get a correct understanding of life and
take a correct attitude to life. They want to make every-
thing very confused so that they can obscure and distort
the class struggle with the bourgeois theory of human
nature (contending that people of different classes have a
common human nature, that antagonistic classes should
love each other, and so on) and in so doing negate the
class struggle. They use the “inner complexity” of extreme
individualists (feelings of hopelessness, fear, torment, re-
volt and so on, in the class struggle) so that they can distort
and obscure the clarity of the profound thoughts and
sentiments of the revolutionary heroes, and in so doing
negate the revolutionary heroes and revolutionary heroism.
This, in their view, is “true education”! This reactionary
type of education has already played a most pernicious
role in corrupting the thoughts and sentiments of people
in various countries.

HUKHRALI has substituted the self-expression of bour-

geois thoughts and sentiments for the true description
of socialist reality. In his article “The Responsibilities of
an Artist” he put forward this formula: “True art is
always self-expression.”'® We have now seen how this
artist uses the characters in his films to express himself
and thus create “true art.”” Each of his three films has
done this better than the one before. And in The Clear
Sky he has perfectly “expressed” his anti-Soviet, anti-
communist and anti-socialist “self.” Through these films he

. 11




wishes to tell the world: We have experienced “‘communism
without humanism.” In order to do this he represents
the entire historical period in which Stalin led the C.P.S.U.
and the Soviet people in upholding the proletarian dictator-
ship, carrying on socialist construction, defeating the
fascist invaders and continuing with socialist construction
after the war as a period of the “freeze” and “dark skies”
and negates it completely. This is to negate completely
not only Stalin the individual, but also the heroic feats
of the great Soviet Union, the C.P.S.U., and the Soviet
people which were closely and inseparably linked with
Stalin’s life and career. Thus this negator further reveals
himself: he has made it clear for all to see that his stand
is one entirely opposed to socialism and communism. Can
one expect people like him to create heroic revolutionary
characters who will give expression to an age of revolu-
tionary heroism? No, it is utterly impossible for them
to do this. They are only interested in expressing
“themselves”; and the “self-expression” they produce can-
not but be the opposite of revolution and revolutionary
heroism. “Each tree bears its own fruit,” — there is no
truer saying.

IV. This Is No Accidental or Isolated Phenomenon

FTER critical examination we can now see clearly
what Chukhrai’s philosophy and his “new wave” really
are. His main philosophical concept and the philosoph-
ical foundation of the ‘“Soviet new wave” he advocates
is abstract humanism which obliterates class, and is in
essence bourgeois humanism with extreme individualism
at its core. This humanism is to replace “communism
without humanism.” Based thus on bourgeois humanism,
the basic philosophical viewpoint it adopts in investiga-
ting life and people is a thoroughly idealistic and bour-
geois theory of human nature. This theory has been
adopted as a substitute for Marxist-Leninist class theory.
It hopes to substitute bourgeois ideology (bourgeois
humanism and the bourgeois theory of human nature)
for proletarian ideology (the Marxist-Leninist theory of
revolution) in order to attain its desired end: to make
“ideology and humanity . .. synonymous.” Chukhrai
does not speak the same language as Marxist-Leninists
and proletarian revolutionary artists. But he has dis-
covered that in his humanism and philosophy about
human nature, his “emotional pathos and human senti-
ment” and so on “there are many things in common”
with the Western “new wave”; he writes: “all this is
common to us.” Thus he is willing to join the tide of
Western bourgeois art, take the example of the “Western
new wave” and raise the banner of the “Soviet new wave,”
proclaiming that these are *“new conceptions of cinema-
tography” and that there “is the kind of progress that
cannot be turned back.”

The “Soviet new wave” as represented by Chukhrai
has completely betrayed the revolutionary tradition of the
Soviet cinema and gladly trails along behind the “West-
ern new wave”; it has, in fact, become an appendage to
modern Western bourgeois art.

Although they both propagate bourgeois thought and
sentiments the “Soviet new wave” as represented by
Chukhrai and the “Western new wave” are not completely
the same. Of course, the fact is not, as Chukhrai has
claimed, that he is a “Marxist” and they are not, and
therefore “there is a difference of ideology.” In fact
the extreme individualist, nihilist and pacifist ideology
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propagated so energetically in *“Soviet new wave” f[ilms
are all found in the films of the “Western new wave.”
But some of the more progressive of the “Western new
wave” films are at least satirical, though in an insignificant
way, about the sickness of bourgeois society and protest,
albeit feebly, against imperialism and colonialism. But
the artists of the “Soviet new wave” are not even interest-
ed in doing this. What Chukhrai and his sort are mainly
interested in is to put on their “humanist”-tinted spectacles
and concentrate on “discovering” how “inhuman” prole-
tarian revolution and revolutionary war are and how
“without humanism” and “inhuman” socialism and com-
munism are. Then they use their films to make their
indignant condemnations and accusations; and all this is
done from within the ranks of the proletariat and socialist
society in the name of “Marxism-Leninism,” “socialism,”
or “communism.” These men really wield the sword of
“humanism” against the revolutionary classes: this is the
“serious strategic stand” they talk about.

T is most distressing that such a “new wave” should
have appeared on the soil of socialism. Socialism has
opened the widest horizons for the development of art
and literature. But it is extremely dangerous for writers
and artists, including those who claim to have ‘“been
brought up under Marxism-Leninism” and to have “grown
up drinking the milk of socialism,” to get divorced from
the people and from the life and struggles of the masses
and so become aristocrats of the mind lording it over the
people. If so, they will be unable to hear the revolutionary
demands of the people and resist the various seductions
of the bourgeoisie; they will grow increasingly sick of
everything proletarian and become ever more attracted
by bourgeois things. Finally they will undergo a complete
degeneration in thought and feeling and become spokes-
men for the reactionary bourgeoisie. When suitable con-
ditions arise they will work in co-ordination with other
anti-socialist forces in society to stir up trouble in the
ranks of the revolution and sap the bastions of socialism
from within. The revolutionary people, revolutionary
artists and writers should learn a good lesson from these
negative phenomena.

It is not hard to see that the kind of “new wave” in
art we are discussing is the artistic reflection of the “new
wave” of “peaceful evolution” in politics and that it is
one of the vanguard forces of the political “new wave.”
In other words, revisionism in art is the reflection in art
of, and at the same time a prop for, revisionism in politics.
Comrade Mao Tse-tung long ago pointed out that art is
subordinate to politics and to a given political line which
it in turn influences. The malignant development of the
“Soviet new wave” in art is the inevitable result of the
increasing adverse current of modern revisionism in pol-
itics since the Twentieth Congress of the C.P.S.U. It
belongs to the political line of modern revisionism and
is an active supporter and propagator of this reactionary
political line. This is the reason why, despite the deep
dissatisfaction of very many of the Soviet people and
Soviet artists with this depravity in the Soviet cinema,
these reactionary works are praised, supported and publi-
cized by the Soviet leaders while correct opinions are
suppressed. As one can see, the reactionary waves in
politics and art rely on each other to exist. One must also
note that whether it is the political “new wave” or the
artistic “new wave,” their spread in the land of socialism
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is also the result of the push they have received from the
anti-communist tide of imperialism. Badly battered by
the revolutionary storms of the people all over the world,
U.S. imperialism vainly hopes for “winds of change” and
“tide of freedom” to rise within the socialist countries to
join with its anti-communist current; it does not hesitate
to use any scheme to help on the emergence of this or
that “new wave.” In his State of the Union Message to
the joint session of the U.S. Congress last January 14,
Kennedy said: “We are not lulled by the momentary calm
of the sea or the somewhat clearer skies above. We know
the turbulence that lies below [read: the revolutionary
demands of the peoples of all countries], the storms
beyond the horizon [read: the revolutionary storms in
Asia, Africa and Latin America]. But now the winds of
change appear to be blowing more strongly than ever, in
the world of communism as well as our own. . . . Today
we still welcome those winds of change—and we have every
reason to believe that our tide is running strong.” Just
listen to the delighted boasts of the chieftain of U.S. im-
perialism! He quite openly regarded certain “winds of
change” and certain ‘“‘new waves” as imperialism’s tide
and places the highest hopes in them. This plot was re-
vealed even more clearly in Kennedy's later speeches
about his “strategy of peace.”” But the chieftains of dollar
imperialism are rejoicing too soon! What results will they
be able to get if they stake their bets on the adverse
current of modern revisionism which runs against the
will of the people and the laws of the development of the
epoch? Imperialists and all reactionaries are all paper ti-
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gers, and modern revisionism is no exception. Although
the evil wind of modern revisionism may blow “more
strongly than ever” for a while, it can never conceal its
essential weaknesses. Once the masses of the people see
through these reactionary waves in politics and art they
will be provoked to boundless revolutionary wrath.
Wherever counter-revolutionary waves appear the people
will firmly and finally beat them back!
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Two Different Lines at
The Warsaw Session

THE Warsaw session of the World Council of Peace, held
from November 28 through December 3, witnessed
a sharp struggle between two different lines in the world
peace movement. One line stands for defending world
peace by conducting popular struggle against imperialism
headed by the United States, the arch foe of world peace.
It was the line followed by delegates from China, Korea,
Viet Nam, Albania, Japan, Indonesia and many other
genuine champions for peace. The other advocates beg-
ging imperialism for peace instead of fighting tooth and
nail each and every imperialist act of aggression and war
preparation which threatens world peace. This was the
line adopted by the Soviet delegation and its followers.

The True Way to Defend World Peace

Throughout the session the main theme of debate was
whether the world peace movement should oppose U.S.
imperialist policies of aggression and war. Addressing the
session on November 28, Liao Cheng-chih, head of the
Chinese delegation, declared that “the true way to defend
world peace is to rely on the struggle of the people of the
world and the united struggle of the peace forces of our
time and to resolutely fight against the policies of aggres-
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sion and war of imperialism which is led by the United
States (see Peking Review, No. 49, Dec. 6). His view was
shared by many others.

Exposing U.S. Deceptive Tactics. Kang Ryang Wook,
Korean delegation head, said that the Korean people were
convinced that peace could be defended only by waging
a resolute struggle against imperialism, the source of all
wars and the ferocious enemy of peace. He especially
mentioned U.S. imperialism which is more frantically
than ever manoeuvring to achieve nuclear domination and
reinforce its policy of nuclear blackmail. Exposing the
U.S. imperialist policy of deceiving the people and com-
mitting aggression camouflaged as peace, the Korean
peace leader said that genuine peace fighters must expose
the imperialists’ deceptive tactics and encourage the peo-
ples to wage a resolute struggle in defence of world peace.

Ngyuen Van Hieu, delegate of south Viet Nam and
Chairman of the National Liberation Front, in his speech
roundly condemned U.S. imperialism for its “special war-
fare” against his people. He pointed out that its aggres-
sion and intervention was the root cause of his fellow
countrymen’s suffering and of the tense situation in
Southeast Asia.
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It was necessary to wage an unswerving struggle
against imperialism and colonialism headed by the United
States in order to attain peace and consolidate and defend
it, said Li Dinh Than, Chairman of the Viet Nam Peace
Committee.

Albania’s Dmitri Shuteriki told the session that the
world peace movement should be strengthened on the
basis of opposing imperialism. “To put it plainly,” he
added, “the aggressor is U.S. imperialism.”

Yoshitaro Hirano, Japanese delegation leader, told
the session that U.S. imperialist war policy threatens man-
kind with a nuclear war.

After giving an account of the Southeast Asian peo-
ple’s struggle against imperialist aggression, subversion
and intimidation, the Indonesian delegate Ibrahim Isa
noted that the main task of the Asian, African and Latin
American peoples was to fight and liquidate imperialism.

Apologists for U.S. Imperialism. Some people, however,
tried to lead the world peace movement astray by deny-
ing its anti-imperialist character and by obscuring the
source of war. Soviet delegation head A.Y. Korneichuk,
for one, came out as an apologist for U.S. imperialism,
saying that one should recognize the “positive part” played
by the late President of the United States! According to
him, Kennedy had “contributed considerably to the ex-
ploring of peaceful avenues leading to solutions of out-
standing international problems.” Spano of Italy in his
speech sang the praises of U.S. imperialism, while distort-
ing and attacking the stand for world peace taken by the
Chinese delegation.

The main attempt of the Soviet delegation and its
followers at the Warsaw session was to put across their
line of “disarmament above all” and praise the tripartite
partial nuclear test ban treaty. Butl their arguments rang
rather hollow and were forcefully repudiated by the Chi-
nese, Korean, Vietnamese, Albanian and Japanese delega-
tions.

Relations Between National-Independence and Peace
Movements. The postwar national-independence move-
ment in Asia, Africa and Latin America has dealt heavy
blows to the forces of imperialist aggression and war; it
has also weakened the foundations of imperialist rule.
Therefore, the national-independence movement consti-
tutes a great force in defence of world peace. This was
the view presented by the Chinese delegation and shared
by many delegates from Asia, Africa and Latin America.
To defend world peace, said China's Liao Cheng-chih, it
Is necessary lo support the national-independence move-
ment in Asia, Africa and Latin America, honestly and
not hypocritically, by deeds and not by words.

Dos Santos Marcelina, delegate from Portuguese
Mozambique, after describing the heroic national-indepen-
dence struggle of the people in the Portuguese colonies,
pointed out that “the struggle for national liberation and
the fight for peace are interrelated,” adding that “each
of us wages the struggle to defend peace in the realm of
his own country. The best way to defend peace is to
carry on one’s own struggle.”

Stressing the need to combine the national-liberation
movement with the peace movement, Mexican delegate
Montano Guillermo said: “It would not solve the prob-
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lems of the Latin American people if only empty, abstract
slogans against atomic bombs are put forward to them
and if the demands of the broad masses are not taken
into consideration. This will mean separation from the
masses, and peace would have no concrete meaning. Peace
is something concrete for the Latin American peoples. It
means opposition to imperialism, national self-determina-
tion, non-interference in others’ internal affairs, safeguard-
ing national sovereignty and opposition to exploitation and
oppression.”

The Korean delegate censured the view that the op-
pressed nations and peoples could wait for the bestowal
of national independence by imperialism or achieve it
through the United Nations.

A Glaring Contrast

Al the closing session, the Chinese delegation, declar-
ing that it could not approve the presidium’s general
document draft, advanced its own. The gist of the Chinese
document was:

® U.S. imperialism is the deadly enemy of world peace;

® the Moscow tripartite treaty is a huge fraud to fool
the people of the world and they should be on guard
against new political deals by the nuclear powers to
further betray their interests;

® the effective way to defend world peace is to rely
upon the struggle of the peoples and wage unremitting
struggle against imperialist policies of aggression and war;

® it is wrong to consider general and complete dis-
armament the “overriding task™ of the world peace
movement;

® the national-liberation struggle is a mighty force
for peace and it is a fallacy to describe peaceful co-
existence as the prerequisite [or national independence.

The Chinese draft called on the peoples to forge a
broad united front against U.S. imperialism, strengthen
their unity and persevere in their struggle.

The Japanese delegation also submitted to the session
a general document draft, which declared that it is in-
correct to organize the peace movement on the basis of
the Moscow partial nuclear test ban treaty and stressed
the need to wage a resolute struggle against the danger
of imperialist war. This draft opposed restricting the
peace movement to disarmament and peaceful coexistence.

In glaring contrast, the presidium’s watery draft ap-
peal for action taboos the mention of U.S. imperialism.
It hailed the partial test ban treaty as “the first agree-
ment concluded by the nuclear powers to restrict the
development of nuclear weapons.” Instead of acknow-
ledging the role played by the national-liberation move-
ment in defending peace, it showed no real intent to sup-
port the movement in earnest, merely adding that the
“disarmament and national-liberation movement . . . are
complementary to each other” and that “together they
can help attain independence and security.”

Many delegates expressed full support for the Chinese
draft and voiced violent opposition to the presidium’s
draft appeal for action. However, because of the Soviet-
controlled voting machine. the Chinese document was
voted down and the presidium’s draft was carried with
many abstentions.
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A Disgraceful Session. Once again at the Warsaw session,
as on other occasions, the Soviet delegation resorted to
wrecking tactics. In an attempt to make the world peace
movement serve Soviet diplomacy, the delegation was
anxious to impose its erroneous line on others. To attain
its ends it sponsored an anti-China chorus in Warsaw as
it had done many times in the past. What happened at
the Warsaw session is reminiscent of the Soviet dele-
gation’s stock-in-trade at the Moscow World Congress of
Women held in last June.

When deputy leader of the Chinese delegation Liu
Ning-I took the floor to read the Chinese general
document draft, Soviet delegates took the lead in pound-
ing the table and letting out cat-calls. With a number
of followers playing second fiddle, the Indian delegates
shricked themselves hoarse. This hooliganism aroused
disapproval among the majority of those present.

The Korean delegation asked for the floor to explain
its opposition to the presidium’s draft appeal, but was
denied the right to speak. The Vietnamese delegation in
a statement deplored the fact that the views and pro-
posals set forth by it and other delegations were not in-
cluded.

However, throughout the session, there were
evidences of unity and solidarity among the genuine
forces of peace; more and more people have come to
look with favour on the correct line for the peace move-
ment. In particular, with the meaning of the correct
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line becoming clear, many people from Asia, Africa and
Latin America refused to blindly follow the Soviet baton.

Anti-Imperialist Resolutions Adopted

At the insistence of the Asian, African and Latin
American delegates, the session adopted resolutions in
support of the anti-imperialist struggles in south Viet
Nam, Laos, Korea, the Portuguese colonies, and in opposi-
tion to “Malaysia” and racial discrimination in South
Africa and on the questions of Palestine, Iraq and the
Cameroons. There was also a resolution on Cuba which
contained a passage saying that “the U.S. Government
must scrupulously respect the late President Kennedy's
undertaking of non-invasion, and must not become in-
volved in any form of aggression against Cuba or under-
mine the legitimate rights of the Cuban people.” Many
delegates objected to this passage which embellished
Kennedy.

The Chinese delegation also placed its own draft res-
olutions before the commissions on the prohibition of
nuclear weapons and disarmament, on national indepen-
dence, on economic development and culture and on
future peace activities. Since the Sino-Indian boundary
question was raised in the report of the second com-
mission, the Chinese delegation also issued a written
statement on this matter. It condemned the Soviet dele-
gates for colluding with the Indian delegates in their
anti-China ballyhoo at the W.C.P. Warsaw session.

Ceylon Marxist-Leninists to Convene
C.P. 7th Congress to Establish
Revolutionary Leadership

N November 17, 87 Marxist-Leninists of the Ceylon

Communist Party from different parts of the country
held a meeting and decided to convene the Party’s Tth
Congress in order to rectify the mistakes of the present
Party leadership, to rid it of the deadweight of revision-
ism, and to give the genuine Marxist-Leninists inside the
Party and the proletarian movement in the country a
new and revolutionary leadership.

At the meeting a declaration entitled “To All Marxist-
Leninists Inside the Ceylon Communist Party” was unani-
mously adopted. (For full text of the declaration see p.16.)

An organizational committee of 35 with Premalal
Kumarasiri, Member of the Party’s Political Bureau, as
Secretary was appointed to prepare for the congress.

The meeting was presided over by veteran revolu-
tionary and Vice-President of the Ceylon Trade Union
Federation A.D. Charleshamy. He said he had joined the
Communist Party because he believed in the revolution.
He therefore decided, in his old age, to take the side of
the revolution and to exert his last endeavours for it.
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In his opening address, Kumarasiri said: “Modern
revisionism is no longer a deviation inside the communist
movement. It is something to destroy communism al-
together. It is a treacherous force betraying the prole-
tarian revolution. It is a dangerous foe of the working
class. Hence it is the duty of genuine Marxist-Leninists
to smash modern revisionism.” He emphasized: “It is
we who hold aloft the banner of Marxism-Leninism.
Hence let us go forward to hold the Seventh Congress
which the revisionists are afraid to convene on account
of their weakness and bankruptcy.” He added that this
congress would be written in letters of gold in the his-
tory of the Ceylon revolution.

N. Sanmugathasan, Member of the Political Bureau,
in his speech, said that what the Left-wing movement
needed today was a new revolutionary working-class
leadership and that its immediate task was to develop
such leadership.

Watson Fernando, Secretary of Ratmalana District
Committee of the Party, said: ‘“After 25 years of service
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and learning through Marxist education and experience,
it was not so difficult to find out which is the correct,
developing force today.” He announced that he would
give his complete support to any move to save the Party
from the modern revisionists.

Veteran revolutionary Cyril Kulatunge said: “We are
taking these steps to save the Party which we are pre-
pared to defend with our lives. I take part in such a
historic meeting as today’s because I want to save our
Party, which we correctly set up then to serve the cause
of Ceylon’s revolution, but which today has unfortunately

sunk in the mire of revisionism, and turn it again into a
vanguard of the proletarian revolution.”

D.A. Gunasekera, another leading revolutionary, said
that revisionism suffocated the essence of Marxism-Lenin-
ism and blunted the militancy of the working class.

Also speaking at the meeting were D.N. Nadunge,
Member of the Central Committee; Higgoda Dharmasena,
Alternate Member of the Central Committee and Vice-
Chairman of the Ceylon Trade Union Federation: K.
Manickavasagar, Alternate Member of the Central Com-
mittee; H.G.A. de Silva, S.S. de Silva, and others.

“To All Marxist-Leninists Inside the
Ceylon Communist Party”

The declaration was signed by 118 Marxist-Leninists of the Ceylon Communist Party. They include
ten Full Members and Alternate Members of the Central Committee of the Ceylon Communist Party
(Premalal Kumarasiri, Member of the Political Bureau, N. Sanmugathasan, Member of the Political
Bureau and General Secretary of the Ceylon Trade Union Federation, D.N. Nadunge, Member of the
Central Committee, and others), A.D. Charleshamy and H. Jayawardena, Vice-Presidents of the Ceylon
Trade Union Federation; Watson Fernando, Secretary of the Ratmalana District Committee; Victor Silva,
Secretary of the former Kotte District Committee; Menike Kumarasiri, Joint Secretary of the Pro-
gressive Women’s Front; H.P. Amarapala, President of the Ceylon Federation of the Communist and
Progressive Youth Leagues; W.A. Dharmadasa, General Secretary of the Ceylon Federation of the Com-
munist and Progressive Youth Leagues; H.M.P. Mohideen, Editor of Tholilali; Sarath Cooray, Assistant
Editor of Kamkaruwa, other leaders of district committees, trade unions, youth and women’'s organiza-

tions and other Communist Party members.

E, the undersigned Marxist-Leninists inside the Ceylon

Communist Party do hereby accuse the present ma-
jority of the Central Committee of the Ceylon Communist
Party of having destroyed the unity of the Party and
brought it to the verge of a split and of undermining its
influence by the following actions:—

(1) Failure to hold the 7th Congress of the Party
within two years of the previous Congress i.e.
before December 1962, as demanded by the Party
Constitution.

(2) Abandoning the genuine Marxist-Leninist stand-
points as embodied in the Moscow Declaration of
1957 and the Moscow Statement of 1960 and
adopting the false positions of modern revision-
ism.

(3) Taking disciplinary actions against Premalal Ku-
marasiri, N. Sanmugathasan and E.T. Moorthy
for having advocated revolutionary policies in full
conformity with Marxism-Leninism.

(4) Refusal to heed the request of the majority of
the District Committees of the Party and a writ-
ten requisition by more than half the member-
ship of the Party to summon an immediate Con-
gress of the Party to settle the present dispute in
the Party.

(5) Failure to build a strong and powerful Com-
munist Party; suspending of recruitment to the
Party at a time when the most favourable cir-
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cumstances existed for the boldest recruitment
to the Party; reducing the number of Party mem-
bers to a paltry figure never reached even under
the difficult days of the UNP — thus, objectively,
placing the Party organisationally disarmed and
weakened so that it loses its independence and
identity.

(6) Opposition to and refusal to lead workers’ strug-
gle, particularly the betrayal of the CTB strike
of January-February 1963 and the present reluc-
tance to organise a national struggle around the
21 demands approved by the All-Island Congress
of Trade Unions.

(7) Exclusive reliance on the parliamentary method
as the means of winning power peacefully for the
working class and a refusal to prepare the work-
ing class and gather all revolutionary forces for
a possibility of the non-peaceful transition to so-
cialism.

(8) Failure to organise the peasantry.

(9) Failure to provide Party members and the work-
ing class with Marxist education; failure to trans-
late sufficient number of Marxist classics into
Sinhalese.

(10) Failure to produce a daily working-class news-
paper.

(11) Attempting to disrupt mass organisations and
fronts under the leadership of the Party.
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(12) Resorting to communal propaganda to discredit
and isolate comrades fighting for revolutionary
principles.

We, hereby, declare that these charges are sufficiently
serious to warrant a loss of confidence by the rank and
file in the leadership of the Party. We, further, declare
that the present Central Committee is unconstitutional in
as much as it has outlived its constitutional span of life
and that it has no right to speak on behalf of the Party.

Desirous of rectifying the mistakes of the present
leadership of the Party and of ridding the Party of the
deadweight of revisionism; deeply conscious of the ne-
cessity to give a new leadership to the revolutionary and
genuinely Marxist-Leninist elements inside the Party, who
are in a majority and thereby provide a revolutionary
leadership to the proletarian movement in our country
and, convinced that the present leadership will never
convene a democratically constituted Congress, we hereby
decide to convoke the 7th Congress of the Ceylon Com-
munist Party at an early date. We call upon all genuine
Marxist-Leninist groups inside the Ceylon Communist
Party to accept this invitation and to nominate delegates

to this Congress and also to give us their full support
for the summoning of this Congress.

We hereby appoint an Organising Committee consist-
ing of Premalal Kumarasiri, N. Sanmugathasan, D.N. Na-
dunge, D.K.D. Jinendrapala, Higgoda Dharmasena, K.
Manickavasagar, N.L. Perera, K. Wimalapala, K. Kula-
veerasingham, W.S. de Siriwardene, A.D. Charleshamy,
Watson Fernando, W.A. Dharmadasa, S.M. Wickremas-
inghe, A. Jayasuriya, D.A. Gunasekera, Cyril Kulatunge,
Victor Silva, K.A. Subramaniam, Susima, K.V. Krishna-
kutty, S. Janapriya, Kanti Abeyasekere, E.T. Moorthy,
Dharmadasa Jayakoddy, H.G.A. de Silva, S.M.P. de Silva,
H.M.P. Mohideen, D.M.J. Abeyagunewardene, O.A. Ra-
miah, D.B. Alwis, C.S. Manohar, S. Sivadasan, Samarasiri
de Silva, P. Wijayatileke with Comrade Premalal Ku-
marasiri as Secretary to make the necessary organisational
and political preparations for summoning such a Con-
gress.

We hereby affix our signatures to this declaration to
signify our complete support for these proposals.

November 17, 1963.

Japanese Communist Party’s Views
On the “International Dispute”

On November 10, “Akahata,” (Sunday edition), organ
of the Central Committee of the Japanese Communist
Party, published an article “How the Japanese Communist
Party Looks at the So-called ‘International Dispute.””
The full text follows:

Akahata (Sunday edition) Editor’s Note — Readers of
Akahata (Sunday edition) have put to us the following
questions: What is the nature of the so-called “Sino-
Soviet dispute”? How will the dispute develop? What are
the Japanese Communist Party’s views on this dispute?
and other questions. Here we give our answers to these
questions:

Dispute Concerning Questions of Principle

Q: The commercial press is now talking a great deal
about the “Sino-Soviet dispute.” What is the correct
approach to this dispute?

A: Some people, in common parlance, call it a “Sino-
Soviet dispute,” while others describe it as the “Sino-
Soviet struggle for power.” But these views are not cor-
rect. The present dispute within the international com-
munist movement is going on not only between the Soviet
Union and China; many other Parties are also taking part.
It centres round the common policy of the Communist
Parties of all countries as well as theoretical questions. The
main contents of the dispute, therefore, include questions
of strategic and tactical principles of the international
communist movement which concern all Communist Par-
ties. It is of great importance to all those interested in
the development of the revolutionary movements of the
world and of Japan.
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Q: Some people say that one party to the dispute wants
war while the other party wants peace. Is this true?

A: This is the view of the Japanese commercial press.
Shojiro Kasuga and Tomochika Naito, who were expelled
from our Party, and their group also say so. Some peo-
ple in Communist Parties abroad also put it that way.
We consider, however, that these views cannot hold water.

For instance, some people say that the Chinese Com-
munist Party “wants war.” But it is common knowledge
that the Chinese Government and people are indomitably
struggling for peace in Asia and the world. It is the
Chinese Government which initiated the Five Principles
of Peaceful Coexistence. The Chinese Government and
people consistently stand for the restoration of diplomatic
relations with Japan. (U.S. imperialism, the common
enemy of the people of the world, has built military bases
and stationed troops in Japan and has equipped it
with nuclear weapons.) Moreover, the Chinese Govern-
ment and people are working for friendly relations with
the Japanese people. It is the Chinese Communist Party
which leads such a government and people.

On the basis of the facts mentioned above, the Japa-
nese people who are earnestly working for peace and
independence cannot give credence to the allegation that
the Chinese Government and Chinese Communist Party
are “‘warlike.”

Rather it should be said that the dispute has unfolded
around the question of what place should be given to the
struggle for peaceful coexistence in the international
communist movement and that it is linked with the ques-
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tion of how to fight U.S. imperialism and the reactionaries
who are using violence to obstruct world peace, national
liberation and revolution.

The main point of the dispute is: What should be the
main reliance in the struggle against U.S. imperialism:
diplomatic negotialions with the U.S. Government or the
peoples’ struggle? From the formulation of this question,
others arise: How to appraise U.S. imperialism and the
Kennedy Administration, and what attitude is to be taken
towards the developing national-liberation movement in
Asia, Africa and Latin America.

The most fundamental issue in the dispute is dif-
ferences in attitude towards such basic principles as the

Marxist-Leninist theories of the state, and of imperialism
and revolution.

Thus, the contents of the dispute are important.

Japanese C.P.’s Consistent Attitude

Q: What is the attitude of the Japanese Communist
Party towards this dispute?

A: People often say that “the Japanese Communist Party
is either pro-Soviet or pro-Chinese.” However, putting
the question this way is incorrect. Such formulation by
the reactionaries is designed to attack our Party.

Behind this formulation lurks the insinuation that
our Party is “subservient either to the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union or to the Chinese Communist Party.”

All Communist Parties are friendly parties, independ-
ent and equal, so our Party naturally takes an independ-
ent attitude towards the dispute within the international
communist movement.

When the Albanian Party of Labour was publicly
denounced at the Moscow meeting in 1960 and at the 22nd
C.PS.U. Congress in 1961, and when the Sino-Indian
boundary question and the “Cuban crisis” occurred, our
Party invariably took an independent attitude on the basis
of Marxist-Leninist theory and a study of the facts.

Our Party has never adopted the following irrational
attitude: something is correct because it is said by a cer-
tain Communist Party or by a certain person; disapproval
of a certain individual’'s words would be to our disadvan-
tage. As a Party responsible for the Japanese revolution,
our attitude is one of clarifying questions and of dis-
tinguishing right from wrong on the basis of theory and
fact. Our Party has from beginning to end taken an in-
dependent attitude on the basis of theory and fact and
will continue to do so in the future.

In forming its views and policies with regard to all
questions, the Japanese Communist Party bases itself on
Marxist-Leninist principles, on its own platform which
defines the fundamental line for the Japanese revolution
and on the principles of the Moscow Declaration and
Statement unanimously laid down by the Communist
Parties of all countries.

The fundamental stand of our Party in viewing all
things and formulating all its policies is one for the libera-
tion of the Japanese people from domination, oppression,
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and exploitation by U.S. imperialism and Japanese
monopoly capital, and one of support for and closer unity
with progressive and revolutionary forces throughout the
world. We endorse whatever helps such struggles and
disapprove what does not.

Q: In what documents are the views of the Japanese
Communist Party on the questions about the dispute in
the international communist movement to be found?

A: From before the 7th Congress of 1958. our Party, in
the course of its struggle against the Japanese revisionists,
has published its independent views on the appraisal of
U.S. imperialism, on the questions of war and peace, peace
and independence, peace and disarmament, peaceful co-
existence, peaceful transition and non-peaceful transition
in a revolution, structural reform, the Sino-Indian bound-
ary question, the Cuban question and the question of the
attitude towards the Albanian Party of Labour.

The major portions of the views on these questions
have been included in a symposium entitled The Inter-
national Communist Movement and the Japanese Com-
munist Party, which is distributed by the Publishing
Department of the Japanese Communist Party.

In the future we will clear up these controversial
issues in a more comprehensive and profound way and
make known our Party's own views.

Can’t Discussions Be Conducted in a
Comradely Way?

Q: I take it that the differences of opinion over policies
and theories within the international communist move-
ment can be discussed in a communist and comradely
manner and an unanimity of view reached. But why have
things come to their present state?

A: Differences of opinion may occur among the various
Communist Parties. This in no way differs from dis-
agreement among brothers.

Guiding principles have been laid down on the ques-
tion of how to resolve the differences of opinion among
Communist Parties as they come up. The Moscow State-
ment unanimously laid down by 81 Communist Parties
in November 1960, says:

“The Communist and Workers’ Parties hold meetings
whenever necessary to discuss urgent problems, to ex-
change experience, acquaint themselves with each other’s
views and positions, work out common views through
consultations and co-ordinate joint actions in the struggle
for common goals. ‘

“Whenever a Party wants to clear up questions relat-
ing to the activities of another fraternal Party, its leader-
ship approaches the leadership of the Party concerned;
if necessary, they hold meetings and consultations.”

These are the guiding principles for all Communists.
It is regrettable that these principles have been violated
and open polemics have occurred.

Readers are probably aware that this state of affairs
arose even before the 1960 Moscow meeting. But we are
not going to discuss these things here. In a word, a
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statement was unanimously adopted by the Communist
Parties of various countries at the 1960 Moscow meeting.
However, scarcely had this meeting ended when the lead-
ers of some Communist Parties began to denounce publicly
those Parties which did not agree with their views at the
meeting. This practice is wrong.

At the Party congresses in a number of countries, the
Albanian Party of Labour and the Chinese Communist
Party were publicly denounced. This practice is also wrong.

What is more, in dealing with differences of opinion
in policies and theories, measures have been taken to stop
economic and technical co-operation and even to worsen
to the utmost relations between the socialist countries.
Such a practice, we believe, is absolutely incorrect.

Concerning Proposals for Holding an
International Conference

Q: It is reported that there are now people who have
proposed that an international conference be held to
resolve the dispute immediately or as promptly as pos-

sible. What is the opinion of the Japanese Communist
Party?

A: Many such reports made the rounds for a time but
now they are fewer. However, if this implies the hold-
ing of an international conference, and if the form of an
international conference is insisted upon to settle the dis-
pute by a majority vote or other means while conditions
which would help bring about a correct solution and
achieve unity are lacking, then we cannot agree to the
proposal.

Inside a Communist Party, decisions can be made by
a majority vote when identical views cannot be reached
after thorough discussion. But no decisions can be made
by a majority vote at an international conference held
by Parties which stand independently and on an equal
footing.

The above-mentioned Moscow Statement also stip-
ulates that the Communist Parties acquaint themselves
with each other’s views and positions, and work out com-
mon views through ccnsultations. This is the principle of
unity of fraternal Parties.

If an international conference is held in the present
situation to settle the dispute by a majority vote, then
the disunity of the international communist movement
will probably become irrevocable. A split in the inter-
national communist movement and in the socialist camp
will be a tremendous loss to the peace of the world,
national liberation. and revolutionary cause. Further-
more, to us Communists, there can be no “unity” not
based on principle.

Our Party maintains that an international conference
be held after full and necessary consultation has been
held beforehand in accordance with Marxist-Leninist
principles and in the spirit of proletarian international-
ism, and when conditions are ripe for such a conference.

Correct Unity Is Sure to Come

Q: How does the Japanese Communist Party appraise
future prospects?

December 13, 1963

A: We sincerely hope that all Communist Parties will
make joint efforts to resolve the differences of opinion
in accordance with Marxist-Leninist principles and
proletarian internationalism, that is, in line with the
spirit of seeking truth, strengthening militant unity and
according to correct principles. Furthermore, our Party
will make positive efforts to attain this objective.

By taking advantage of the widening of differences
of opinion and the dispute in the international communist
movement and the socialist camp, the U.S.-Japanese
reactionaries, Right-wing social democrats and anti-Party
revisionists have colluded in attacking our Party. The
anti-Party revisionists, in particular, such as Shojiro
Kasuga, Tomochika Naito and others, have intensified
their efforts to work in collusion with the international
revisionist trends of thought in attacking our Party to
undermine the Japanese revolutionary movement.

But our Party firmly believes that we will certainly
be able to smash their foul manoeuvres, attain a com-
plete victory on an international scale in the struggle
defending the purity of Marxism-Leninism, and bring
about correct unity in the international communist move-
ment.

The international communist and revolutionary move-
ment in the past hundred years has also experienced
several international struggles against opportunism and
revisionism. Each time the movement seemed to have
encountered serious difficulties. But, as a result of those
struggles, ideology was strengthened constantly and a
higher degree of unity achieved. It may be said that this
is also true of our Party’s history in the past 40 years.

At present it seems that the international dispute is
giving rise to various kinds of difficulties, but the national-
liberation movement and revolutionary movement are
advancing in Asia, Africa and Latin America. In Japan,
the people’s movement is growing steadily and the
strength and influence of our Party are expanding with
each passing day. This is powerfully demonstrated by
the fact that thanks to the efforts of all of us, the reader-
ship of Akahata (Sunday edition) has jumped to almost
600,000,

The differences of opinion and the dispute within
the international communist movement are a process by
which the world revolutionary movement will develop to
the phase of a correct unity.

As a result of this new trial and test, Marxism-
Leninism and the international revolutionary movement
will become still stronger.

Japan's revolutionary movement is certain to surge
forward and triumph whatever the temporary difficul-
ties, if we defend the basic line of our Party’s programme,
are loyal to Marxist-Leninist principles and stick to the
Moscow Declaration and Moscow Statement.

The important thing is that we must be fully con-
fident of the future, develop the struggle against the U.S.-
Japanese reactionaries and overcome difficulties one by
one.
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Report From Kenya

The Burning Fire of the Equator

Kenyan People’s Heroic Armed Struggle

by KAO LIANG

( N December 12, the Kenyan people will celebrate

their independence. On this red-letter day, the his-
tory of their past glorious struggles naturally flashes
back to mind. It is these struggles, particularly the Mau
Mau movement, a large-scale armed struggle launched
in 1952 to lead the peasants in seizing land, which laid
the foundation for the country’s independence. The flames
of these struggles are still burning on both sides of the
Equator in East Africa. A recent trip to the heartland
of Kenya cnabled me to grasp the significance of the
Kenyan people’s anti-colonial struggle in the past for the
independence of their country today.

Westward from Mount Kenya sprawl the towering
Aberdare Mountains. Between the area south of the
Aberdare and Nairobi lies a vast plateau, the heartland
of Kenya across the Equator, which is the home of the
Kikuyu tribes.

Driving over the plateau, we saw, stretching all the
way west of Nairobi, a great ex-
panse of land enclosed within a
barbed wire fence. My African
driver told me they were enclosures
occupied by the colonialists, each
having a circumference of scores of
miles. He also pointed out to me
barracks and huts which were used
as prisons and concentration camps
for Mau Mau nationalists.

Mau Mau Fighters Everywhere

My driver, who joined the Mau
Mau movement 10 years ago. told
me with open pride that one could
meet Mau Mau fighters like him-
self in Kenya,
especially in areas inhabited by the
Kikuyu tribesmen.

every part of

Some nationalists who took part
in the Mau Mau movement reported
that in the early days the Kenyan
national movement resorted to
peaceful means with a
boycotting and delaying the applica-
tion of reactionary measures by the

view to

colonial authorities. But the British
colonialists rejected all demands for
reform and resorted to armed re-
pression. They proclaimed a “‘state
of emergency” in October 1952 and
arrested Kenyatta, leader of the
Kenyan national movement.

Awakening Africa

20

Within a few months, nearly 90.000 people were
thrown into prison or concentration camps. Pressed
beyond endurance, the Kenyan people, the Kikuyu
tribesmen in particular, rose in revolt and started the
Mau Mau movement.

The term Mau Mau in the Kikuyu language has a
double meaning. When the Kikuyu people took an oath
in secret for the seizure of land, children were posted
as guards outside the hut. If the enemy came near, the
children would give warning by shouting “Mau Mau.”
Besides this, the term means “taking an oath for unity,”
which was quite common among the tribes in Kenya.

The oath runs:

“I march forward courageously in the struggle
To free the land seized by the Europeans;
To free the land of Mother Kenya which

We have tilled from generation
to generation. . . .”

This oath has become the Ki-
kuyu people’s programme for strug-
gle: they organized their own guer-
rillas. the Land Freedom Army.
The men in this army were land-
less peasants. handicraftsmen, the
employed urban poor and patriotic
intellectuals. Also found in its
ranks were large numbers of African
soldiers in World War Il who were
unemployed after their army dis-
charge.

Commanders of the guerrillas
were retired patriotic officers in
World War II. Among them was
the well-known Kenyan national
hero Kimathi, founder of the Land
Freedom Army.

The first shot of the insurrec-
tion was [ired in Kimathi's home-
town in the forest at the foot of the
Aberdare Mountains. From the
villages on the plateau Kikuyu
parents and wives sent their sons
and daughters and husbands to the
Land Freedom Army which fought
in the mountains and bamboo
groves and on the vast expanse of
the plateau where their battle songs

Sculpture by Su Hui resounded.
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