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Chinese Government Statement

U.S. Aggression Against Viet Nam
Democratic Republic Means Aggression
Against China

Since the United States has lit up the flames of a war of aggres-
sion, the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam has gained the right of
action to fight against aggression; all countries upholding the Geneva
agreements have also gained the right of action to assist the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam in its fight against aggression.

The Democratic Republic of Viet Nam is a member of the so-
cialist camp; no socialist country can sit idly by while it is being sub-

jected to aggression.

Aggression by the United States against the

Democratic Republic of Viet Nam means aggression against China.
The Chinese people will absolutely not sit idly by without lending

a helping hand.

Following is the full text o} a statement issued
by the Government of the People’s Republic of China
on August 6, 1964. — Ed.

ON August 5, U.S. naval aircraft made a surprise

attack on the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam,
successively bombing the areas of Nghe An, Hon Gay
and Thanh Hoa. Thus U.S. imperialism went over
the “brink of war” and made the first step in extend-
ing the war in Indo-China. The situation is of the
uimost gravity. The Government of the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam has lodged a strong protest
with the U.S. Government. The Chinese Government
fully supports the just stand of the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam.

It must be pointed out that these U.S. acts of
aggression are wholly premeditated. On August 2,
a U.S. warship had intruded into Vietnamese terri-
torial waters, and the Vietnamese people of course
had the right to act in self-defence. Although on
that occasion the U.S. side had suffered no losses,
the U.S. Government took advantage of it to create
the so-called Tonkin Gulf incident and cried about
a provocation against the U.S. Navy. Thereupon,
the United States moved its armed forces, calling in
a great number of war vessels from the Taiwan
Straits and Hongkong to gather together off the coast
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of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. In the
evening of August 4 the weather was very bad in
this region. Even U.S. reports admitted that the
visibility was very poor. But suddenly a dispatch
from Washington alleged that U.S. vessels discovered
war vessels of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam
from afar and that a so-called engagement occurred.
U.S. President Johnson then called one meeting after
another and created the myth of a second Tonkin
Gulf incident. He issued a statement and called for
an emergency meeting of the United Nations Se-
curity Council. These are the pretexts created by
the United States for bombing the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam and extending the war in
Indo-China.

In fact, the so-called second Tonkin Gulf in-
cident of August 4 never occurred. That night the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam did not have a
single war vessel on the waters where the U.S.
warships were. The U.S. Government alleged that
the U.S. Navy had hit and sunk two war vessels of
the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. But it can-
not bring forward any evidence. The spokesman of
the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam pointed out
that the so-called second Tonkin Gulf incident was
a sheer fabrication. The facts have proved and will
continue to prove that this so-called incident is an
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out-and-out lie purposely fabricated by U.S. im-
perialism in order to extend the war in Indo-China.

The attempt of U.S, Imperialism to hoodwink
public opinion by this story of the so-called second
Tonkin Gulf incident absolutely will not succeed.
The fact is that before this U.S. imperialism
had already made many armed provocatinns
against the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. On
July 30, U.S. imperialist warships intruded into the
northern territorial waters of the Democratic Re-
public of Viet Nam and shelled its Hon Me and Hon
Ngu Islands. On August 1 and 2, US. aeroplanes
bombed a border post and a village of the Demoecratic
Republic of Viet Nam close to the Laotian border,
The bombing of coastal towns of the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam on August 5 was a pre-
meditated move made by U.S. imperialism to extend
the war step by step. The people of the world will
by no means be taken in. The U.S. imperialists’
crime of deliberately expanding the war can by no
means be covered up.

The Government of the People’s Republic of
China hereby solemnly declares: The flames of a
war of aggression against the Democratic Republic
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of Viet Nam were lit by the United States. Since
the United States has acted this way, the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam has gained the right of action
to fight against aggression, and all the countries up-
holding the Geneva agreements have gained the
right of action to assist the Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam in its fight against aggression. The
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam is a member of
the socialist camp, and no socialist country can sit
idly by while it is being subjected to aggression. The
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam and China are
neighbours closely related 1o each other like the lips
and the teeth, and the Vietnamese people are inti-
mate brothers of the Chinese people. Aggression by
the United States against the Democratic Republic
of Viet Nam means aggression against China. The
Chinese people will absolutely not sit idly by with-
out lending a helping hand. The debt of blood
incurred by the United States to the Vietnamese peo-
ple must be repaid. The US. Government must
immediately stop its armed provocations against the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam and its armed
encroachments on the latter’s sacred territory, air-
space and territorial waters. Otherwise, the U.S.
Government must be held responsible for all the
grave consequences arising therefrom.

U.S. Imperialism Must Immediately
Cease Its Armed Aggression Against
Viet Nam Democratic Republic!

Following is « translation of “Renmin Ribao’s"
editorial of August 6. — Ed.

ON August 5, naval and air forces of the U.S. im-

perialists launched a surprise attack on the Demo-
cratic Republic of Viet Nam, wantonly attacking its
coastal cities and towns. An extremely dangerous
situation has thus been created in Indo-China,

U.S. imperialism is becoming ever more rabid in
stepping up its armed incursions into the territory, ter-
ritorial waters and airspace of the Democratic Republic
of Viet Nam.
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On July 30, the United States and the Nguyen
Khanh puppet regime sent naval vessels to shell the
Hon Me and Hon Ngu Islands, territories of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Viet Nam.,

On August 1, U.S. aircraft intruded into the D.R.V.'s
airspace from Laos, carrying out bombing and rocket
raids,

On August 2, a U.S. warship again engaged in pro-
vocative actions in the D.R.V.’s territorial waters. The
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam was therefore com-
pelled to act in self-defence and to drive the U.S. warship
out of its territorial waters.
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On August 5. fabricating out of nothing a se-called
incident in which American warships were alleged to
have been aitacked for the second time by D.R.V.
torpedo boats, the U.3. Government used this as a pre-
text to launch a surprise atlack on the Democratic Re-
public of Viet Nam. On the same day, Johnson openly
ordered U.S. armed forces to “take action.” McNamara
brazenly declared thut air strikes on the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam had begun.

This U.S. imperialist armed aggression against the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam is an open challenge
to Asian and world peace. The Chinese people will
not sit idly by! Nor will the peace-loving peoples of
the world sit idly by!

This surprise attack launched by the U.S. aggres-
sors against the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam was
wholly premeditated. To cover up this U.S. imperialist
crime of spreading the flames of war in Indo-China.
Johnson has made up the lie that U.S. warships were
“atlacked for a second time.” The Viet Nam News
Agency has pointed out in an authorized statement
that this was an out-and-out fabrication of the U.S.
imperialists. This lie of the U.S. Government is full
of holes and contradictions. Reporting on the “new
attack” on U.S. warships, official Washington sources
and U.S. news agencies flirst claimed that “four” PT
boats were involved in the engagement: then they
stated that “six to ten” PT boats had made the attack.
They also made out that after “three hours’” fierce
fighting two PT boats were “sunk” and two others
“damaged.” However, they could not furnish a single
piece of evidence of all this.

On the other hand, since August 2 the U.S. Gov-
ernment has held a series of emergency meetings and,
as some news reports say, was ready to “‘take action
against north Viet Nam.” Since August 3, ships of
the US. Seventh Fleet have been heading from the
Taiwan Straits and Hongkong to the waters off tihe
coast of Viet Nam. By August 4, there were already
more than ten. All this has utterly exposed the U.S.
Government’s vicious scheme to deliberately extend
the flames of war in Indo-China.

The territory, territorial waters and. airspace of the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam are sacred and in-
violable. Every sovereign state in the world has the
right to defend its ferritory, territorial waters and
airspace and employ all legitimate means of self-defence
to repulse foreign aggression. The Democratic Repub-
lic of Viet Nam naturally has every right to counter-
attack in self-defence against U.S. imperialist armed

aggression. The Vietnamese people have the righi to
do so whenever the United States violates the territory,
Lerritorial waters or airspace of the Democratic Repub-
lic of Viet Nam. Wherever the enemy attacks, the Viet-
namese people have the right to beat them back on the
spot. A spokesman of the Foreign Ministry of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Viet Nam clearly declared to the
whole world in a statement on July 31: “Should the
U.S. aggressors and their henchmen be 50 vash as to take
action against the north, the entire Vietnamese people
Irom north to south. millions as one, will stand up and
wipe them out, smash all their aggressive moves in the
north and defeat them in the whole of the country.”
This demonstrates the unshakable, iron will of the
Vietnamese people to resist aggression and defend their
motherland; it is their solemn, resolute and resounding
reply to the aggressive U.S. moves.

We must tell the U.S. aggressors in all serious-
ness: the day has long since passed when you could
commit aggression while the countries which were its
victims could not counter-attack in sclf-defence but
submit and were at your mercy. We warmly con-
gratulate the air defence units of the Viet Nam Peo-
ple’'s Army on their victory in the heroic battle on
August 5 in which five U.S. aircraft were shot down
and three damaged. If the U.S. imperialists, defying
just denunciation by world public opinion, dare to con-
tinue to extend their armed aggression against the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, they will inevitably
receive due punishment at the hands of the heroic
Vietnamese people.

As China is a [raternal neighbour of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Viet Nam, the Chinese people
resolutely support all the just actions of the Vietnamese
people in resisting U.S. aggression and defending their
motherland. Whenever the U.S. imperialists invade the
territory, territorial waters or airspace of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Viet Nam, the Chinese people, with-
out hesitation, will resolutely support the Vietnamese
people’s just war against the U.S. aggressors. The Chi-
nese Governmenti has served serious warnings on the
U.S. Government on many occasions that should it dare
to launch an attack on the Democratic Republic of Viet
Nam, the Chinese people will absolutely not stand by
with folded arms or sit idly by without lending a help-
ing hand. The U.S. Government must immediately
stop its act of armed aggression against the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam, otherwise it must bear all the
grave consequences arising therefrom. Do not say then
that you have not been warned beforehand.
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THE WEEK

Among the major events of the weck:

® The highly successful eight-week Festival of Peking Opera
on Contemporary Themes ended on July 31 with a ceremony attended
by Party and state leaders.

® The Chinese Government on August 2 gave a reply to the

Soviet Government’s proposal to convene a 14-nation conference on
Laos this month,
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August 7, 1961 Vol. VII No. 32 ® August 1, China’s Army Day, was celebrated by olficers and
men of the three services and civilians throughout the country.
® The 23-member National Committee of the Games ol the New
CONTENTS Emerging Forces of the People’s Republic of China was founded in
Peking with Ho Lung as its honorary chairman and Jung Kao-tang
THE WEEK 2 its chairman.
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® Chairman Liu Shao-chi sent greetings to Ludwig von Moos,
President of the Swiss Confederation on the occasion of Switzerland’s
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National Day.

® Mhammed Yala, the first Algerian Ambassador to China,

ceremony on July 31.

Press, radio and TV gave it the
fullest coverage. “The festival has
written a new page in the history of
Chinese theatre,” the Renmin Ribao
said. “It is a victory for Mao Tse-
tung’s thinking on literature and art,

— Peng Che 6 : ; : :
- n presented his letter of credence to Chairman Liu Shao-chi on August
China Celebrates Army Day i 2. Ambassador Yala arrived in Peking on July 24.
Training Millions of Succes- ® The Chinese press published:
sors to Proletarian Revolu- — extracts of two articles in the July 24 Alahata, organ of the
tion Communist Party of Japan, entitled “A Reply to Zhukov’s Open
— Renmin Ribao Editorial 12 Charges” and “Refutation of the Attacks by Radio Moscow and Other
Premicr Chou Greels the Quarters.”
10th World Conference — excerpts Irom Akahatu's July 30 editorial denouncing split-
Against Alomic and ters at home and from abroad for trying to undermine the 10th World
Hydiogen Bombs 16 Confercnce Against A- and H-Bombs and calling for unity for the
At the 10th World C success of the conference.
e, A " % e — full text of the opening speech by C.P.J. Chairman Sanzo
lerence Against Alomic . 2 : . - .
Nosaka at the meeting in Tokyo commemorating the 42nd anniver-
and Hydrogen Bombs savv of the CP.J July 9
— Our Correspondent 17 - 0 S S Y s ; -
— the report “Our Party’s Revolutionary Tradition and the
B"’“‘""‘f'“ of Saboteurs and Present Road of Advance” by Kenji Miyamoto, General Secretary of
Splitters 20 the C.P.J. Central Committee given at the same meeting,
Chinese  Government Re-
plies to Soviet Govern- . .
ent's Propoeal for. Con Peking Opera Festival Ends
vening  14-Nation  Con- -2 %
ference 29 The Festival of Peking Opera on a victory for the socialist revolution
. ) Contemporary Themes has well and on the cultural front,” summed up
Akg’;awu Firmly  Rebulfs truly launched Peking opera on a new  Hsinhua.
P.S.U. Leadership’s .
Open Atiacks g B path .ot development. Fox Atwo From first to last the festival has
RE tacks on Japa- months — a month longer than )
nese C.P 923 sheuled — festival entel laved t had the guidance and help of the
o - SC m'ude' . =3 w? er.x rfeflP aﬁ’iﬁ: Central Committee of the Chinese
ROUND THE WORLD 28 1;‘“ ‘"j‘ ‘1enlws md t;c.cag?lm .S fnf’:‘\d Communist Party and Chairman
PEKING OPERA 30 theatves. It ended al an anmimaled  npa, - pyplic interest was keen from

the start and snowballed as it pro-
gressed. A total audience of no lesg
than 200,000 people in the capital saw
the festival shows. Hundreds of thou-
sands more saw or heard them on
TV or radio. Peking opera [ans
were naturally there in full force, but
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what was especially noteworthy were
the numbers of young workers,
peasants, servicemen, students, cadres
and Young Pioneers who crowded in
to see Peking opera with a new in-
terest. Many who didn’t carve lo see
the traditional shows belore because
ol their somewhat “out of this world”
character found themselves absorbed
with these new Peking operas on con-
temporary themes which are real and
near to them. The mass of workers,
peasants and soldiers clearly like
these new operas and are all for
sceing their contemporaries take the
stage.

“More Gains Than Expected”

Many festival productions pre-
sented  their revolutionary themes
with high standards of artistry
and earned enthusiastic applause.
The consensus of opinion was that
“the gains were greater than first ex-
peeted.” As Renmin Ribao reported:
“Many who were sceptical of reform
have cast away their doubts: those
who were for reform are now more
confident than ever.”

The festival was a great inspira-
tion to all who took part in it. It
ended on a note of confidence in the
future success of efforts to pioneer
new modern paths for Peking opera.

Serving Workers, Peasants and
Soldiers

The closing ceremony, held in the
huge round theatre of the Peking Ex-
hibition Cenire, was attended by
Chou En-lai, Peng Chen, Lu Ting-yi,
Lo Jui-ching and other leaders of the
Party and the state.

Shen Yen-ping, Minister of Cul-
ture, presided. and the band struck
up the popular tune. Socialism Is
Good. when he declared the meeting
open. Peng Chen. Member of the
Political Bureau and Member of the
Secretariat of the Central Committee
of the Party. was the first speaker.
He congratulated the festival on its
double harvest — viclory in revolu-
tionizing Peking opera art and in
bringing about an ideological revolu-
tion in Peking opera circles. He ex-
pressed the hope that Peking opera
artists would become revolutionarics
through and through; called on {hem
to guard against scli-conceit, study
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Marxism-Leninism, the works of
Chairman Mao and forge close con-
tacts with the masses ol workers,
peasants and soldiers so as to turn
the ranks of Peking opera artists
into an army dedicated to the crea-
tion of a socialist, popular literature
and art.

Twelve festival participants repre-
senling actors and actresses, directors
and the wvarious opera companies
also spoke. They unanimously agreed
that they had learnt a great deal
from the festival. It had enabled
them to visualize the great changes
now taking place in the art of Peking
opera and see its bright future. They
pledged to forge ahead unswervingly
in the direction indicated by the
Party and Chairman Mao. to persist
in the revolution to the end and
devote themselves to the staging of
Peking operas on revolutionary. con-
temporary themes. They under-
ook to work heart and soul for the
workers’, peasants’ and soldiers’
cause of socialist revolution and con-
struction,

Tsao Yu, the famous Chinese play-
wright, spoke on behalf of the capi-
tal’s artistic and literary circles. He
warmly hailed the great success of
the festival.

Minister of Culture Shen Yen-ping
congratulated the more than 2.000
actors, actresses, musicians and other
people in the profession who took
part in the festival and presented
memenfoes to the 29 Peking opera
companies which had presented the
festival programme of 35 new
Peking operas on revolutionary, con-
temporary themes.

“To Be Opposed by the Enemy — A
Good Thing”

Renmin Ribao marked the end of
the fesiival with an editorial call to
carry the socialist revolution on the
front of art and lilerature to the
end. It quoted a saving now com-
mon among the Pcking opera artists:
“To play a role in a revolutionary
play, you must [irst become a revo-
lutionary.”

Referring to the silly slanders
heaped on the festival by the impe-
rialists and modern revisionists,
Renmin Ribao said: “The performing

Mao Tse-tung’s Works in
Braille

Sightless readers in China can
now read the fourth volume of the
Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung.
This volume has been published in
braille by the Braille Printing House
of the Chinese Association of the
Blind, Deaf and Mule.

While work on a braille edition of
the first three volumes of the
Sclected Works of Mao Tse-tung is
going ahead, blind readers can
already buy braille pamphlet editions
of “On Practice,” “On Contradiction,”
“Analysis of Classes in Chinese Sc-
ciely,” “On the Correct Handling of
Contradictions Among the People”
and “Talks at the Yenan Forum on
Literature and Art.”

of Peking operas on contemporary
themes is a great revolution. Who
hates revolution most? The reac-
tionaries at home and abroad. Al-
though the imperialists and modern
revisionists have little knowledge of
Peking opera and have not seen any
Peking operas on revolutionary, con-
temporary themes, they lost no
time in acting as ‘protectors’ of the
traditional art of Peking opera and
frantically attacked the revolution-
ary movement in Peking opera the
moment they heard that Peking opera
was going to be revolutionized.”
The reason for that opposition, Ren-
min Ribao explained. was that these
gentlemen saw that “as a result of
its socialist transformation, the
Peking opera will no longer serve
just a small number of people and
cannot be made a tool of the over-
thrown reactionary classes in their
vain ailempt to effect a ‘peaceful
evolulion.””

Quoting the well-known saying of
Chairman Mao Tse-tung “it is a good
and not a bad thing to be opposed
by the enemy.” Renmin Ribao con-
cluded: “The frenzied attack on
Peking operas with revolutionary,
conlemporary themes launched by
the imperialists and modern revi-
sionists has driven home the truth
that what they are afraid of is exact-
ly whalt we are happy with. The
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more violent their vituperation, the
more evident is the fact that by
bringing about a revolution in
our theatre, we have done the right
thing and done it very well.”

People’s Militia Unit Honoured

A people’s militia unit in  Liu-
chuang, Honan Province, has been
awarded the title ol “Heroic People’s
Militia Battalion™ by the Central-
South Bureau of the Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Communist
Party and the Headquarters of the
Wuhan Garrison ol the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army.

The Liuchuang People’s Militia
Battalion, has 2 history of 26 years.
It fought more 400 engage-
ments against the Japancse invaders,
their puppet forces during the eight
vears’ War of Resistance Against
Japan (1937-45) and the Kuomintang

Lthan

troops during the Third Revolu-
tionary Civil War (1945-49). It
repeatedly repulsed these enemies’

attacks on the liberated areas it de-
fended and destroyed two K.M.T.
acroplanes. thus carning the name of
“Bastion of the Yellow River De-
fence.” Since liberation. the battalion
has maintained s [ine {radition
ol a high degree of class con-
sciousness and  enthusiastically an-
swered the call of Chairman Mao
Tse-tung to build up a people’s mili-
tia on a big scale. The Liuchuang
Mililia Battalion, besides engaged in
miensified military training, is also
good on the labour front. Its mem-
bers are always in the van of the
villages’ larm and other rural work.

General Chen Tsai-tao of the P.L.A.
Wuhan Garrison, who read the cita-
tion at a meeting in Liuchuang,
praised the battalion as a staunch
and heroic militia [orce and an exam-
ple to be emulated by other militia
units, He commended the battalion
for ifs readiness {o combat the class
cnemy al any time, [or its love for
the colleclive and its revolutionary
enthusiasm  in production.  Hsuch
Ping-hua, the battalion’s instiuctor,
pledged that he and his comrades
would pass on to future generations
Chairman Mao’s thinking on people’s
war and the revolutionary spirit of
daring to fight and daring to win.
“As long as there is imperialism on
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earth,” he said, “we’ll

down our arms!”

never lay

Men and women members of the
Liuchuang militia celebraied the
occasion with a demonstration of
their mine laying, swimming with
arms, grenade throwing, shooting,
bayonet practice and other military
accomplishments.

Public Security Forces Cited

Forty-four outstanding unils and
58 individual members of the Chinese
people’s public security coastal de-
fence forces, frontier guards and
others on garrison duty have received
citations from the Ministry of Publie
Security lor distinguished service in
the struggle against the enemy and
in safeguarding the nation’s socialist
construction.

The citations were given at a
recent conference of exemplary com-
panies and individual soldiers.

One of the units cited was a com-
pany which has served for 12 years
on the southeastern frontier. Award-
ed the title of “Red Outpost Com-

pany” by the National Defence
Ministry, it was commended [(or
smashing repeated enemy provoca-

tions and attempts at sabotage. An-
other company was cited [or its out-
standing work in protecting a remote
railway line over 125 kilometres long.
Among others cited were a company
guarding a warehouse, which caught
nine would-be saboteurs in the past
fen years; a county security force
stationed for 12 years on a snow-
capped mountain 3,700 metres above
sea level; a company guarding the
capital’'s famous Tien An Men Gate
and a unit in Kwangtung which was
recently awarded the title of “Heroic
Makou Fire Extinguishing Unit”
which, in 1960, successfully put out
a big fire at a papsr mill and twice
fought floods to save people’s lives
and property.

Asian-African Heads of State
To Visit China

His Majesty King Mohammed
Zahir Shah ol Alghanistan will pay
a state visit to China during the
latter half of October this year at
the invitation of Chairman Liu Shao-
chi of the People’s Republic of China.

President Gamal Abdel Nasser of
the United Arab Republic will visit
China at an appropriate time at the
invitation of Chairman Liu Shao-chi
and Premicr Chou En-lai.

No “Two Chinas” in Gymnastics

China has withdrawn from {he In-
ternational Gymnastics Federation in
protest against the fact that that
organizalion has been made a tool of
U.S. imperialism’s “two Chinas™
policy and illegally accepted as a
member the Chiang Kai-shek gang’s
so-called gymnastics organization.

Chu Teh-pao, the Chinese delegate
to the 43rd LG.F. Congress held in
Zurich, Switzerland, in mid-July,
lodged a strong protest against the
illegal decision forced through the
congress by the U.S. imperialists and
their hangers-on and pointed out
that it was in complete violation of
the LG.F. slatutes stipulating that
“one single national federation is rec-
ognized in each country.” “Those
who harbour ulterior motives in the
I.G.F. have put themselves in the dis=
graceful position of serving the U.S,
plot of creating ‘two Chinas,'” he
cald.  As President of the Gymnas-
ties Federation of the People’s Repub-
lic of China, Chu Teh-pao aanounced
its withdrawal from the LG.F. and
severance of all relations with it.

On July 24, a follow-up statement
was issued by the Gyvmnastics Fed-
eration of the People’s Republic of
China. It points out that “this unjus-
tifiable act of the ILG.F. is closely
connected with the U.S. imperialists’
policy of hostility towards the Chi-
nese people. As cverybody knows,
U.S. imperialism, in order to occupy
China’'s territory of Taiwan, has keen
trying its utmost to create a situation
of ‘two Chinas’ or ils variant, name-

ly, ‘one China and one Taiwan!
The I.G.F.’s action is in line with this
political scheme ol U.S. imperialism.”
The statement reiterates that “the
Chinese people will never tolerate a
situation of ‘two Chinas’ or ‘one
China and one Taiwan’ in any inter-
national organization or conlerence
or in any international aclivities.”
The statement declares that the
Gymnastics Federation of the Peo-

(Continued on p. 27.)




Peking Opera to Serve Socialism

—Talk at the Festival of Peking Opera on
Contemporary Themes

by PENG CHEN

Peng Chen, Member of the Political Bureaw and of
the Secretariat of the Central Committee of the Chinese
Commaunist Party, gave a talk on July 1 in Peking at
the 1964 Festival of Peking Opera on Contemporary
Themes.  Following is the full text of his talk as it
appeared in the July 31 issue of “Hongqi” (No. 14). — Ed.

Comrades and Friends:

First of all let me congratulate vou on the suc-
cesses achieved in the reform of Peking opera and on
the successful staging of Peking operas on contem-
porary revolutionary themes.

There are many types of plays on contemporary
themes.,  Hollywood is  also producing “plays on
contemporary themes™: the rubbish the moedern re-
visionists are staging also goes under the name of
“plays with contemporary themes.” But what we are
staging arve plays on conlemporary revolutionary themes
serving the workers, peasants and soldiers and the so-
cialist revolution and socialist construction.

Many Peking operas of the past portrayed em-
perors and kings, generals. ministers. scholars, beau-
ties, lords and dowagers. voung gentlemen and ladies;
they prettified the exploiting classes and denigrated the
working people. Very few plays were staged on con-
temporary revolutionary themes. Over g long period
in the past Peking opera in the main served feudalism
and capitalism. Many altempls were made (o reform
Peking opera, and a number of plays were successfully
vevised, but at the current Festival of Peking Opera on
Contemporary Themes we are witnessing for the [lirst
time reforms that ave so comprehensive and systemalic,
so rich in content and well received by the broad
masses of the people. This is indeed a revolulion in
Peking opora.

Today, we should study Peking opera from two
aspects.  So far as their contents ave concerned, many
plays in the past served feudalism or capitalism. These
plays dominated the stage and they must be reformed.
There are also a small number of historical plays and
plays on contemporary themes whose content is fairly
good; these should be consistenfly improved. So far
as artistic form is concerned, Peking opera has a rela-
livelv long history and has aftained a relatively high
artistic level; it is a type of opera with relatively striet
conventions. For these reasons it is rather difficult to
reform.  But once successfully reformed, it will have
a bright future. Now that so many comrades and
[riends are determined to reform it. to revolutionize
it, and great successes have been achieved in this rev-
olution, we can say that his revolution has been sue-
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cessful.  The reform of Peking opera — its {ransforma-
tion from an art that in the main served feudalism
and capitalism into one serving the workers, prasants,
soldiers and socialism —is a great event in literary
and artistic circles: it is a great revolution. Initial suec-
cess huas been gained in this revoluiion. We con-
gratulate you on the success of this reform: please accept
our deepest thanks.

The question now is: How to carry the revolution
in Peking opera through to the end: and how to reform
Peking opera properly.

There ave still quite a number of differing opinions
on whether Peking opera should be reformed at all
and how to reform i systematically and comprehen-
sively. The vast majority of these opinions are well-
intentioned and constructive. There are also a small
number of persons who are fundamentally opposed to
veform.  Their cery is: “What sort of Peking opera is
this without the long slecves or the long beards? This
is sheer nonsense!”  So there are still a lot of problems
to solve. Comrades should not imagine that this fes-
tival has solved cverything and that the revolution has
been accomplished. That is not so. Certain questions,
therefore. still have to be dealt with, and they must
be brought up for discussion.

I

The first question: Is it necessary to reform Pe-
king opera? How should we reform it?

It must be reformed and reformed successfully.
I shall deal with five aspeets of this question.

1. Should Peking opera serve socialism, or should
it serve feudalism or eapitalism? Literature and art
should serve polities and the development of the pro-
ductive forces. Now that we are living in a socialist
society, whom should our Pcking opera serve? What
kind of plays should we stage? Should we serve so-
cialism by slaging plays that advance the socialist rev-
olution and socialist construction, or should we stage
plays that beneflit feudalism or capitalism? This is a
fundamental question. 1t is quite clear that if one
does not want to see feudalism or capitalism restored,
il one does not hanker after these systems, then in a
socialist socicty one cannot be always staging plays
about such representatives of the exploiting classes as
emperors, kings, gencrals, ministers, and scholars and
beauties. What is an emperor? He is the representa-
tive of the landlord class, the chieftain of the landlords.
What is an empress? She is the chief of the landlords’
wives. To be sure, some working people were por-
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frayed in Peking operas in the past, but most of them
were shown in a distorted and unfavourable lighit. How
can we in our socialist society tolerate such a state of
alfairs with Peking opera —so important a stage art,
a stage art with a relatively high artistic level and an
important artistic heritage -—— conlinuing to portray em-
perors, kings, generals and ministers. and continuing
lo stage operas which are delrimental to the socialist
revolution and socialist construction? That can't be!
That would mean in actual fact helping the altempis
of the feudal forces to restore feudalism or of the capi-
talist forces to restore capitalism. Therefore, Peking
opera must be reformed. Either Peking opera will die
out or it must mainly portray workers, peasanis and
soldiers and serve them and socialism; either one way
or the other. There is no third way.

2. Should Peking opera serve the majority or the

minority? Should it serve the workers. peasanis and
soldiers (including the revolutionary intelleciuals).
should it serve those old and young “remnants” of the
old society who hanker after feudalism or capitalism,
and the landlords. rich peasants. counter-revolu-
tionaries, undesirable elements and bourgeois Rightists?
Should it serve more than 90 per cent of the
population, or should it serve only a few per
cent of the population? Should it serve six hundred
and many tens of millions, or should it serve a few
millions or a few tens of millions who make up only
a lew per cent of the population? In the past, it was
always those few per cent of the populafion who dom-
mated the stage. Our country today ix the Peaple’s Re-
public of China led by the proletariat and based on
the worker-peasant alliance. In such a country. a so-
cialist country. where do our workers in lilerature
and art, our fighters on the [ront of the art of Peking
opera, stand? Should they stand with more than 90
per cent of the population, with the workers. peasanis
and soldiers, that is. on the side of sociaiism, or on
the side of our enemies. the landlords, rich peasants,
counter-revolutionaries, undesirable elements and bour-
geois Rightists? I can’t say that absolulely none of
vou would wish to stand with the landlords, rich peas-
ants, counter-revolutionaries. undesirable clements and
bourgeois Rightists. but T am conflident the overwhelm-
ing majority of you are not willing to stand on their
side.

The mass of workers, peasants and soldiers, and
especially the young people, are dissatislied with Pe-
king opera always staging plays about emperors, kings,
generals and ministers and not staging plavs on con-
temporary revolutionary themes. They expressed their
attitude long ago. They did this very simply — by re-
fusing to buy tickets. Old Peking operas have been
less heavily booked up than several kinds of local opera
precisely because these latter staged plays on con-
temporary revolutionary themes. Theatres in which
old Peking operas aboui emperors, kings, gencrals,
ministers, and scholars and beauties are staged are
always poorly attended. Is it not true thal the artistic
level of Peking opera is rather high? Is it not true
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that there are same nationally famous actors with
very high artistic attainments?  But their box-office

draws less people compared with some of the local
operas.

What does this mean? It means that the masses
are -telling -us by their acts: “Peking opera must be
reformed. TIf there is no reform. we'll stay away!”
If things go on like this. with so many of the masses,
so many of the young people, not attending. and wilh
audiences of just a few in their fifties and sixtios and
a handful of ardent Peking opera fans, then Peking
opera will have faded away in 20 or 40 years, and if
it hasn't pretty well died out in 40 years then it cor-
tainly will have in 60. The mass of workers and
peasants and young people have shown where they
stand. If you still do not reform. but go on putling
on operas about emperors, kings. generals. minisiors.
scholars and beauties, deesn’t this mean that vou will be
letting Peking opera sit passively wailing for its end?
Then again: our theatre is there to serve the masses
of the pcople, but when the masses do not attend the
theatre. and you do not reform it. what clse then are
you waiting for? As I see if, there must be reforms,
inevitably, otherwise there is no fulure for Pcking
opera,

3. To present the dead or the living? There
are few characters on (he Peking opera stage who
are living people. Besides there is a theory that
“chavacters of living people on the Peking opera stage
cannot be lifelike. or that it is very difficult to make
them vesceimble living people, whereas in regard to the
dead, the further they are from us in time the more
lifelike they appear.”  Strange indeed! There is the
opera. King Pe Bids Farcwell (o L(ulu Yu, but have you
ever seen King Pa. or his Lady Yu? How do vou know
they resemble the stage ivpes?  How can you say such
stage characters arc like the people of old, when neither
you nor 1 have cver scen the originals to know? Well,
that’s what you say and who's to contradict yvou? And
why insist that workers, peasants and soldiers in Pe-
king opera can’t be lifelike? At leasl there ave models
to follow when portraving contemporary pcople: our
workers, peasants, and soldiers are all models. and
where the stage characlers ave not lifelike, then g0
and see and study them for yourselfl and you will
find that you will be able to creale lifelike characters.
To argue as a reason [or opposing the reform of Pe-
king opera that the characters of living people on the
Peking opera stage are not lifelike and only people of
the past are. just won’t stand scrutiny.

Something like six hundred million and more work-
ers and peasanis (including revolutionary soldiers, i.c.,
workers and peasants in arms) are engaged in a areat
revolutionary struggle; they are engaged in a revolu-
Lionary movement of unprecedented greatness and con-
struction of heroic proportions: isn’t it well worth
putting all this on the stage? Is it really only those
lew ancients who ave worthy ol being portrayed on
the stage? There are so many inspiring heroic deeds;
there are so many heroes, yet you do not portray them
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on the stage; you keep on slaging feudal characlers
long since dead. Aren’t our revolutionary heroes and
heroic revolutionary masses worth depicting? Isn't it
worth describing them — putting all this down on
paper, on the slage, into music or on canvas? Our
great socialist revolution and socialist construction
arouse no interest, but those few whom no one has
ever sel eyes on and who are long since dead — land-
lord chiefltains and chicls of landlords’ wives, or [eudal,
or bourgeois “scholars and beauties” — arouse great
interest. Isn't this strange? But it is not so slrange
really. This concerns the question of serving the morve
than 90 per cent of the people, or of serving that few
remaining perceniage, that is, it is a queslion of
serving socialism or serving capitalism or feudalism,
At the moment there are still people who do actually
want to restore capitalism or feudalism, but these are
alter all a small minority. To advocate serving feudal-
ism, or capitalism openly in the People’s Republic of
China is very difficult because they would be immedi-
ately given a telling rebuff by the masses of the pec-
ple. and few dare court that. So those with ulterior
motives take another line: They fill the stage ex-
clusively with the ancients. A few working in mod-
ern drama say. “Though what I put on is bourgeois,
it is of the dead bourgeoisie of the 18th and 19th cen-
turies: and 1 do indeed portray feudal people but they
are people who have long since passed away.” A
handful of persons would like to use this sort of feu-
dalism and capitalism to corrode and poison the minds
of our pcople and our youth. Objectively, that is
what they do. Of course, the greal majority of those
who stage such plays do so unconsciously, because
when they were in old-style opera classes. or when
apprenticed to their masters. these were the plays they
were taughl. and though in their hearis thev do not
wish to put them on. there is nothing clse they can
put on.  As for a handful ol people, I doubi very much
whether they do so completely unconsciously. If they
are doing so unconsciously. then why do they hate the
reform of Peking opera so much? We have a song
that says: “Socialism is good.” But they say: it isn't.
They say “feudalism is good.” or “capitalism is good”
and they say this through the forms of art. “See how
good feudalism or capitalism is on the stage!” This is
the song they want to sing. So you see, presenting
people of the past and people of the present on the
stage is not simply a question of the dead and the
living. This is a question of a political nature, a ques-
tion reflecting class character, political orientation. the
path to take. Isn’t it so?

Some people prefer {o stage forcign people and
people of past times. Well, Lenin is a foreigner, and
a man of times past, bul how comes it then that so few
plays are staged about Lenin leading the October Rev-
olution: why are there so few good foreign dramas
about the proletarian revolution on our slage?

We are historical materialists. We are not indis-
criminately opposed to staging historical plays. When
we oppose pulting on plays about people of the past,
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we are opposing those plays about people of the past
which laud feudalism or capitalism, which prettify the
exploiting classes. As for those historical plays which
fortify the will of the people, which take the wind out
of the sails of the exploiling classes and benelit the
cause of the people, help social development and the
revolution, and further socialism — historical playvs
which tell of the fine traditions of the Chinese people
— ol course these can be staged. Bul the emphasis
must be on staging contemporary revolutionary plays,
plays about the living masses of people fighting their
struggles, about the living proletariat in the midst of
its struggles.

A couple of years ago I took this matter up with
comrades of the Peking People’s Art Theatre: How
about devoling just a few per cent of your time to
staging plays about people of the past and about for-
eigners, and more than 90 per cent of your time to stag-
ing contemporary revolutionary Chinese plays? I said,
and I proposed that they think it over. I am not say-
ing that no historical plays should be staged, but I
am saying that the emphasis should be on staging plays
about the living, about our workers, peasants, and sol-
diers, contemporary plays which further socialism and
help the struggle against the enemy.

Some people in Pcking opera circles said that the
staging of contemporary revolutionary plays is just a
passing breeze. We must tell them that {his breeze
is mighty strong and it won't stop blowing. This
breeze would stop blowing only if capitalism were
restored and medern revisionists got into power in
China. Comrades and friends in Peking opera circics.
I think that for the time being it is better for vou 1o
pul aside those plays about the ancients while concen-
lraling your energies on making a break-through in
conlemporary drama.

You have been performing the old plays for so
long and have become so accustomed to them that
vou feel quite at home in them, while you fecel awk-
ward and up against many difficulties when you take
up conlemporary plays. The question is thal you
haven't got enough expcrience, and you haven't quite
got the hang of things yvet: when you do, everything
will be all right. Put everything else aside and give it
a trial for a time; get the hang of staging contem-
porary revolutionary plays and then put on some plays
about people of olden days at the same time. 1 think
that unless this is done for a period of time, con-
temporary revolutionary dirama cannot be consolidated.

4. The question of content and form. The ideol-
ogical content of Peking opera should be revolutionary.
But this revolutionary ideological content must be inte-
grated with the special artistic characteristics of Peking
opera. It is here that the dilficulty of reform lies. Set
forms already exist in the special characteristic features
of the art of performing Peking operas on ancient
themes but there are no set forms as yet for portraying
workers, peasants and soldiers in operas on conlem-
porary themes. Some new forms were created in the
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course of this festival, but the experience gained is of
an initial nature so it is necessary to continue to create,
to sum up our experience and improve on it.

Two questions arise in integrating a revolutionary
content with the special characteristics of Peking opera
art. The [first is: Must Peking opera conventions
change? The conventions of Peking opera were origin-
ally developed to portray the ancients. Today the task
is mainly to portray people of the presenl day — work-
ers. peasanls and soldiers — therelore, certain changes
are imperative. Changes will have to be made in the
music, singing, recitative, acting and acrobatic routines.
Refusal to make changes will mean that the portrayal
of workers, peasants and soldiers will not be convincing.

The other question is: Should the good features
of other art forms be adapted to the uses of Peking
opera? Peking opera was originally created and devel-
oped by assimilating the good featlures of other operatic
forms. As it originated that way, why then should it
not today lcarn and adapt to itself good features from
other art forms? It should make such adaptations. Of
course, the result after adaptation must still be wholly
in the character of Peking opera. That is to say, Peking
opera must still be Peking opera. It should not be
twrned into a hodge-podge of something that resembles
nothing. It is like when a man eats something, for
example. so long as il is nuiritious, whatever he eats it
will become his own blood, flesh, bones, and so on, after
he has digested it. I the resull of reforming Pcking
opera even makes those people who love it dislike it,
then it cannot possibly be said thal our reforms have
been successiul.

5. The question of strategically despising and
tactically taking into full account. By strategically
despising, we mean that we are confident that Peking
opera can be successfully reformed, and we will despise
those people who oppose the reform of Peking opera.
There are some people who oppose the reform of Peking
opera aren’t there? Yes. but these sort of people who
turn their backs on socialism and turn towards capital-
ism or feudalism are bound to come to grief. It is ab-
solutely right that the masses look down upon them.
While we are working for socialism, they are working
for feudalism or capitalism. Today the more than 600
millicn theatre-goers want to see plays on living peo-
ple but they only like to perform plays about the dead.
They have cut themselves off from 95 per cent of the
people.  What is so grand about thatl?

Tactically, however. comrades must not treal this
problem off-handedly bul must take [ull account of it.
Full account must be faken of the script, directing,
acting and singing: every acl, every scene, every
chavacter, in fact, every sentence sung or spoken and
every movement must be carelully considered. Workers
must be like workers, peasants must be like peasants,
soldiers must be like soldiers, whomever is being por-
trayed must be like the “real thing.” To be in the style
of Peking opera and at the same time to be like what is
being portrayed is difficult and if full account is not
taken of everything, things won't come out right. In
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this great cultural revolutionary struggle to reform
Peking opera, care must be taken to maintfain a high
quality and not to turn out rough and slipshod work.
Reforming Peking opera is not like roasting chestnuts
— tipping them into the pan to roast and then selling
them while you are still roasting them. Nor is il like
cating fried tripe when you can toss some sheep’s stom-
ach into a frying pan and take it out in an instant
ready for eating. This matler is not as simple as all
that. It cannot be done at one stroke. nor can it be
perfected in an instant. Take some of the surviving
traditional operas, for example. Do you recalize how
many hands they have passed through; how much they
were reformed; how much polishing they went through?
What we are doing today is something completely new.
It is to poriray our workers, peasants and soldiers on
the stage. Previously the Peking opera stage did not
portray these people but today we are going to do it
and do it well. But it isn’t going to be all that easy,
is it? Therefore, it is necessary to take full account of
this task. Do not think that in one attempt all will be
changed satisfactorily. That is impossible. If it is re-
formed basically well, then that will be very good. So
long as it is revolutionary it will be good. There may
be some dcfects in the content and artistic technique,
but that will be corrected with more and constant
polishing.

In the course of the reform, it is impossible not to
have various opinions and disputes. It is quite logical
that there should be differing views and disputes. Be-
fore, all we had were portrayals of ancients — emperors,
kings. generals. ministers. scholars and beauties: with
the reform people are suddenly performing operas on
contemporary revolutionary themes. If there were no
dilfercnces of opinion at all about this, that indeed
would be surprising.

What is to be done when there are different cpin-
ions and disputes? We should discuss and look into
things in a comradely way so as to help each other and
put things right. Because some operas on a contem-
porary revolutionary theme has some slight defects. we
should not trample it to death or kill it with one blow.
Every one of us should cherish this fresh, newly blos-
soming flower of Pcking opera on contemporary themes.
Don’t worry if there is a dispute, so long as it really is
for reform. Everyone should listen to all kinds of con-
structive criticisms and discuss them together. If
there are criticisms they should be made face to face
and not behind someone’s back. This should become a
habit. In the past among Peking opera circles it was
a matler of “you form you group, I form mine”; bick-
ering between this and that company, and between this
and that guild was quile serious. This bad habil was
a left-over from the old society. Has it all been swepl
away al one stroke? It is not likely. “You put on an
opera and I pull away a prop from behind. I put on
an opera and you pull away one of my props from
behind.” That was how things were. Each held togeth-
er his own group but they did not want to form the
big group of the People’'s Republic of China, not to
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sreak of the big group of proletarian internationalism.
The People’s Republic of China will soon number 700
million. and under the Ceniral Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung
we all work for a great unity, isn't that better? Some
people are not content with such a greal unity but want
to set up their own little unity before they are content.
I urge these comrades and fiends to enlarge their civcle
of unity.

This is the cuestion of whether or not to reform
Peking opera and how to reform it. I ask everyone to
consider the [ew ideas I have put forward. That is
the first question.

II

The second question: What must be done to en-
sure the successful reform of Peking opera; what are
the prerequisites?

There are two prerequisites.

I.  Secript writers, directors and actors of Peking
opera must go deep among the workers, peasants and
soldiers, hecome one with them and establish ties of
flesh-and-blood with them. Thal is 1o say. in reform-
ing Peking opera. the line of “from the masses. to the
masses” put forward by Comrade Mo Tse-tung must
also be lollowed. Only in this way can good plays be
written and Pcking operas on contemporvary revolution-
ary themes be successfully performed. Hoew can you
recreate the hevoie images of workers, peasants and sol-
dicrs on the stage if you have never lived among them
and are not acquainted with t(hem? Living together
with the workers, peasants and soldiers alone will not
suffice, you must also distill the essential merits of the
heroes among them and ereate typical images of them
on the stage. Therefore, workers in Peking opera must
go deep among the workers. peasants and soldiers, go
to their factories. production teams and companies and
become one with them. Some comrades and fricnds
have found they have gained much after spending even
only a short time in the faclories, production teams or
army companies.  Wouldn't you gain even more if you
stayed there for a year or {wo. or several years? There
are many writers and playwrights in the capital, but
they have produced few plays. Why? Mainly because
they are divorced from the masses and from reality.
They stay in their offices and do not go out to the
factories, production teams or army companies. Under
such conditions how can they produce good works? How
can they turn out many good works? Of course. it is
impossible. Some plays have been acted rather uncon-
vincingly and they have been rather unconvincingly
directed. This is chiefly due to the fact that their
directors and actors have not yet lived with the workers,
peasants and soldiers or that they have lived with them
only for a very short time.

The fact is that to go decp among the workers,
peasants and soldiers is not so simple. It is compara-
tively easy to go for a few days, like a guest, but it is
not so easy to be at one with the workers, peasants and
soldiers, to establish flesh-and-blood relations with
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them. To attain this, one must, first of all, have the
standpoint of the proletariat; be of one mind with the
workers, peasants and soldiers, with the proletariat,
with the poor and lower-middle peasants and serve them
wholeheartedly, Ve should all of us make oursclves
willing pupils of the masses. This refers not only to
you but also to us Party workers, Members of the
Party’s Central Committee. If we go out just to criti-
cize and point things out vight away instead of [irst
learning from the masses like pupils, then the workers
and peasants won't open their hearts to us. Although
many Party workers have established regular contacts
with the mass of workers and peasants. they still need
to choose some place for gaining experience at the
grass-roots, where they live and work together with
the masses, as the willing pupils of the masses. So is it
possible for Pcking opera workers not to be willing
pupils of the masses when they go to the countryside,
the factories, or army companies? Of course they
should. Naturally. we should not insisi that those who
are aged and physically weak live and work with
the masses, but it is good too to give them # chance to
visit. Those arlists and writers who are voung and in
the prime of life should, like our Party workers and the
workers in other fields, live among the wo kers,
peasants and soldiers.

This is a prerequisite lor the success of the reform
of Peking opera.

2. Pcking opera workers must revolutionize their
ideology, that is to say they must become revolutionized
and proletarianized. “Ize” means thorough change. from
top to bottom and inside out. One must be revolu-
fionized within. revolutionized not in part, but from
head to foot. This is not so easy! You work on plays
on contemporary revolutionary themes, but if your
ideology is not revolutionized and proletavianized. how
can you write, direct or act a play on these lhemes
well?  If your ideology is not revolutionized you cannofl
be at one with the workers, peasants and soldiers, you
cannot esiablish flesh-and-blood rvelations with (hem, If
your head is full of the ideology of the feudal landlord
class or bourgeoisie, how can you identify yourselves
with the proletariat and the working masses? Under
such circumstances how can you establish flesh-and-
blood ties with them? So, if you want to perform a
play on a conlemporary revolutionary theme you necd.
in the first place, to have a revolutionized ideology. You
should be determined to remould vourself and raise
your political level. Once you are determined to be rev-
olutionary. things wiil go well. Change a little bit
today and a little bit tomorrow, and you'll build up a
revoluticnary ideology bit by bit. In time vou'll achieve
a [undamental change. In his Talks at the Yenan Forum
on Literature and Art Comrade Mao Tse-tung very’
clearly dealt with the fundamental questions involved
here. I suggest you comrades read over those talks
carefully once again.

To speak frankly, there are some people who are
in an acute contradiction. Physically speaking, they
have already entered socialist society, yet their heads
are still in feudal or capitalist society. Surely it's not
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very comlortable to have one’s body at one place and
one’s neck stretched out to one’s head somewhere else?
Such a person eats socialist rice and wears socialisl
clothes. All his amenities of life are supplied by social-
ism, by the workers, peasants and soldiers, yet he does
not act plays to serve them, to serve socialism. His
ideology is still feudalistic or capitalistic. This is an
acute contradiction. If a person is like this. that’s his
business. But if. in accordance with his own outlook. he
allempts to use Peking opera to transform the world.
to oppose our staging of plays on contemporary revolu-
tionary themes. that's very bad. Then, what is to be
done? I suggest that these people had better make a
big effort to remould their ideology so that they can
bring their heads into socialist society too.

During the current movement for socialist education
in the rural areas, Comrade Mao Tsc-tung has called
on us to “re-educate people. reorganize the ranks of
revolution.” Why re-educale people? Tt is {for the
cause of socialist revolution and socialist conslruction.
What kind of revolutionary ranks are {o be reorgan-
ized? — The revolutionary ranks of socialism. In the past.
many people were mentally prepared for the democratic
revolution, but not very well prepared for the saocialist
revolution, and some were not in the least prepared lor
it. In the past. we did not undertake any systematie,
all-round socialist education in every way throughout
the country. Now a movemen! for socialist education
is going ahead in the wrban as well as rural areas. So
long as we go on {aking care of things like this, not
only will we be able to carry on our socialist revolution
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successfully and day by day improve our socialist con-
struction. but we will also be able to dig oul thoroughly
the root cause of revisionism.

Comrades! Please don’t think that there can be
no revisionism in China. If we don’t grasp the tasks
of class struggle well and of socialist education too,
then, it is also possible for revisionism {o appear. Speak-
ing frankly. there are quite a few problems in literary
and artistic circles. surely no less than in other [iclds
of work. Therefore, it is necessary to launch a recti-
fication campaign and a movemen! for socialist educa-
tion and wage the struggle between the two roads of
socialism and capitalism on the [ront of literature and
art. We must study Comrade Mao Tse-tung's works
carefully, learn Marxism-Leninism, and maintain a firm
proletarian stand. I suggest that all of you examine
and sift through the works you have written. the plays
you have performed, the films you have acted in. the
songs yvou have sung, the music you have performed
and the pictures you have drawn in the past few years.
Sec what is bourgeois in them or what has been in-
fluenced by the remnants of bourgeois ideas. or what
is feudalistic. If you find mistakes or shortcomings,
correct them and things will go well! This must be
done in all spheres of literature and art. and Peking
opera circles are no exceplion. Lel evervone work
for socialism and communism and thoroughly wipe out
the influence of feudal and bourgeois ideology! If we
act in this way. I am positive that the reform of Peking
opera can certainly be done successfully, and that Pe-
king opera certainly has a bright and great future,

China Celebrates Army Day

A UGUST 1 this year marked the 37th anniversary of

the founding of the Chinese People’s Liberation
Army. On this happy occcasion gala meetings and
parties were held in all the major cities throughout the
country fo celebrate the great achievemenls of the
PIL.A during the past yvear. Congratulatory messages
were sent in from the socialist countries and many
other friendly nations.

In Peking. on the eve of the anniversary, with the
big red star of the army’s emblem flashing in the warm
night sky above them, officers and men of the P.L.A.
and people from all walks ol lile attended a colourful
celebration in the greal [lood-lit building of the Chi-
nese People’s Revolutionary Military Museum. Chou
En-lai. Peng Chen. Li Hsien-nien, Chen Po-ta and Lo
Jui-ching were among the Party and government
leaders present at this get-together of generals and
admirals, soldiers and militiamen as well as the families
of revolulionary servicemen and revolutionary mariyrs,

Greving gencrals, veterans of China’s many reve-
Iutionary wars, chatied with voung “Five Good” sol-
diers. In other groups, P.L.A. officers and men
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exchanged experiences with young militiamen from
factories, schools, government offices and people’s
communes; in still others people were lelling the army-
men about their own expervience in learning [rom the
P.L.A. Together they enjoved a vich programme ol
songs. dances. modern plays. Peking operas on contem-
porary revolutionary themes, puppet shows and films.
During the evening. the Party and government
leaders present received the representatives of oul-
standing companies and individual oulstanding soldiers,
marksmen, gunners and mechanics. family members of
revolutionary armymen and revolutionary martyrs, and
representatives of Peking’s militiamen.

Warning to U.S.

On the anniversary day itsell. Vice-Premier and
Chief of General Staff of the P.L.A. Senior General Lo
Jui-ching gave a reception. Military attaches of embas-
sies acceredited to China and friends {rom fthe Viet Nam
People’s Army now visiting China were among the
guesls. In his reception speech, General Lo sharply con-
demned U.S. imperialism for its criminal plans to ex-
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fend its war of aggression in south Viet Nam and
other parts of Indc-China. He warned the U.S. impe-
rialists: “You should remember what the iron [ist of
the Chinese people is like! Should you disregard the
repeated warnings of the Chinese and Vietnamese
Governments and stern condemnation by righteous
public opinion of the world, and dare to c¢xtend the
war further, we can say [or certain that your wishlul
dreams of crushing the just siruggles of the peoples in
south Viet Nam and Laos will come to naught and
your claws slrelching into Southeast Asia will be
chopped off.” “All commanders and fighters of the
Chinese P.L.A. are keeping close walch on every move
of U.S. imperialism and its lackeys; they stand ready
at all {imes to deal a crushing blow to the aggressors,”
he declared.

In Shanghai. Shenyang, Canton, Kunming, Huhehot
and other cities. locally stationed army units held
meetings and getl-togethers to honour the day. Many
old generals and combat herces visited the units in
which they had once served. They told the young
fighters who had taken their places about the glorious
past and fine traditions of the P.L.A. and encouraged
them to maintain and carry forward those traditions.
On the Fukien front, commanding generals joined in
celebrations with the rank and file. Vice-Premier
Chen Yi was among the 2,000 who aftended a gel-to-
gether in China’s biggest city, Shanghai. Thousands
watched a display of military exercises put on by mili-
tiamen of a people’s commune near Wuhan.

On August 1, the Jiefangjun Bao (Liberation Army
Daily) published an editorial entitled “Long Live the
Resolute Revolutionary Spirit of Chingkang Mountain.”

Training Millions
Proletarian

Following is a translation of a “Renmin Ribao”
editorial (August 3) originally entitled “Cultivating
and Training Millions of Successors to the Proletarian
Revolution.” Subheads and boldface emphases are
ours. — Ed.

CULTIVATION of successors to the revolutionary

causc of the proletariat is an important question
of strategic significance set forth by Comrade Mao
Tse-lung. In order to guarantee the final victory of
the revolutionary cause ol the proletariat, the cause of
communism, we must not only have a correct line and
correct policies, but must cultivate and train millions
of successors who will carry on the cause of proletarian
revolution.

Our proletarian revolutionary cause is vigorously
developing. Great victories have been won in the so-
cialist revolution and socialist construction of our
country. The forty-three years since the founding of
the Communist Party of China and the filteen years
since the founding of the People’s Republic of China
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The ediforial recalls how 37 years ago, the people’s
fighters on Chingkang Mountain, inspired by the lofty
ideal of achieving the complete liberation of the prole-
lariat, and filled with revolulionary optimism, sur-
mounted inconceivable dillicullies. The spark kindled
on Chingkang Mounlain spread the [ire of revolution
throughout the country and heralded the birth of New
China. The great struggle on Chingkang Mountain
provides a brilliant example of the resolule revolu-
tionary spirit of the army. Encouraging the P.L.A.
men to cherish and develop the Chingkang Mountain
spirit, the edilorial reads in part:

“The resolute revolutionary Chingkang Mountain
spirit, as Chairman Mao has taught. is the spirit of
boundless loyalty to the Party. the prolelariat and the
people, and to the communist cause of the emancipation
of all mankind: it is the dauntless spirit of daring to
fight and to win. to overwhelm all enemies, and never
to be daunted: it is the spirit of being militant and
revolutienary at all times in carrying the greal cause
of the proletarian revolution through to the end.

“In this era in history imperialism is heading to
its collapse, while socialism is marching to its victory.
The Chinese people are redoubling their efforts to
speed up socialist revolulion and socialist construc-
tion. to combat imperialism and all reactionaries
and revisionism. and to support the just cause of
liberation of the world's people. Such a situation
presents our army with an ever more arduous and glo-
rious task to fullil. It must therefore raise still higher
the great red banner of Mao Tse-tung’s thinking and
develop the revolutionary spirit of the Chingkang
Mountain.”

of Successors to
Revolution

have provided ample, living, sound and powerful proofls
that, under the Marxisi-Leninist leadership of the Cen-
tral Commitltee of the Communist Party headed by
Comrade Mao Tse-tung. guided by a line that com-
bines the universal truth of Marxism-Leninism with
the concrete practice of the Chinese revolution and
construction, and with the nucleus of Party leadership
at all levels tempered through rectification campaigns
and class struggle. the Chinese people can surmount
all obstacles on their revolutionary road and advance
triumiphantly. The pressing task confronting us is to
cullivate successors who will carry on the revolution
from generation to generation, and to strengthen con-
stantly the nucleus of Party leadership at all levels so
that the correct line and correct policies of the Party
are adhered to at all times.

A Decisive Matter for the Revolution

Generally speaking, to cultivate successors to the
proletarian revolution is to cultivate strong ranks that
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will be able to carry on the revolutionary cause of the
proletariat from generation to generation, particularly
the nucleus of the leadership of the Party and the state
at all levels to be capable of leading the revolutionary
cause of the proletariat from generation to generation.
It is the nucleus of leadership that decides the direc-
tion for the advance of the revolutionary cause. Wheth-
cr the nucleus of leadership of our Party and state
at all levels consists of real proletarian revolutionaries
or not is a decisive matter [or the success and failure
of our whole revolutionary cause.

The cause of socialism and communism is the
grealest and most arduous cause in human history.
Achieving the complete victory of socialism is a matter
not for one or two generations. but for five or ten
generations, or even longer. Throughout this historical
period, there will be storms of class struggle manifested
in various forms. The bourgeoisic and all other over-
thrown exploiting classes always attempt to stage a
comeback. The class enemies both at home and abroad
understand that to make a socialist country degenerate
into a capitalist country. it is necessary lirst to make
the Communist Party degenerate into a revisionist party,
and that to do this, it is necessary first to make the
nucleus of the Party leadership at all levels degenerate.
The grave danger of capitalist restoration in the Soviet
Union several decades after the October Revolution is,
first of all, the resull of the degeneration of the lead-
ing Khrushchov clique. Just before his death. the
reactionary U.S. ringleader John Foster Dulles was still
thinking of a capitalist restoration in China. but when
he saw there was no hope among the nucleus of the
leadership in the present and the nexi generation ol
our revolutionary ranks. he pinned his hopes on our
third and fourth generations.

The imperialists” wishes, the lessons to be drawn
from the modern revisionists’ damage to the Soviel
Union and the facts of the class struggle in our country
today all have given us the warning: in long, com-
plicated class struggle, we must constantly increase the
strength of the nucleus of Pariy leadership at all levels
to resist the corrosion by the class enemy. We must
pay greater attention to the choosing, cullivating and
training of the successors to the revolulionary cause
of the proletariat, especially the successors to the nu-
cleus of the leadership at all levels.

The great majority of the people in the nucleus
of our Party leadership at all levels were tempered in
past grave class struggles, especially in the revolution-
ary civil wars and the War of Resistance Against Japan.
Most of them are armed with Marxism-Leninism and
Mao Tse-tung’s thinking. It should be noted, however,
that the revolution in China long since has passed from
the period of national-democratic revolution to the
period of socialist revolution. The nature of class
struggle in the period of socialist revolution is funda-
mentally different from that in the period of the na-
tional-democratic revolution. The national-democratic
revolution was directed against imperialism, feudalism
and bureaucratic capitalism. The socialist revolution
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has as its task the elimination of capitalism in its en-
tirety while carrying on the revolution against impe-
rialism and feudalism. Not only must the capitalist
system of exploitation be eliminated on the economic
front, but the remnant capitalist forces on the political
and ideological fronts as well must be completely
eliminated, and the bourgeois world outlook. bourgeois
political influence and the force of bourgeois and petly-
bourgeois habits must all be repudiated and done
away with thoroughly. The socialist revolution is a
process of uninterrupted revolution, which must be
carried forward ever more widely and deeply on all
fronts. Therefore, the broadening and decpening  of
the revolution call for the re-education of functionaries
and readjustment in the revolutionary ranks. We can-
not rest content with the fact that the nucleus of the
Party leadership at all levels was good in the pasl. nor
that il is good at present. we must make higher de-
mands on them and their successors: they nmust be able
to carry the socialist revolution through to the end and
stand the test of still greater storms of class struggle.

Successors Must Meet Five Requirements

What are the standards for choosing the successors
to the revolutionary cause of the proletariat? The ex-
periences and lessons of the communist movement and
the dictatorship of the proletariat show that the suc-
cessors to the revolutionary cause of the proletariat
must meet the following five requirements.

1. They must be genuine Marxist-Leninists.

Members of the nucleus of leadership at every level
ol the revolutionary ranks must have a betler under-
standing of Marxism-Leninism, especially a true under-
standing of the essence of Marxism-Leninism, In philos-
ophy. the essence of Marxism-Leninism is dialectical-
materialism, the law ol the unity ol opposites in par-
ticular, and in politics. it is the thesis on class struggle,
particularly the thesis ol proletarian revolulion und
the dictatorship by the proletariat. Genuine Marxist-
Leninists must apply the law of the unity ol opposites
lo handling matters and persist in the proletarian rev-
olution and proletarian dictatorship.

To become genuine Marxist-Leninists, the succes-
sors to the proletarian revolutionary cause must inte-
grate their study of the fundamental principles of Marx-
ism-Leninism closely with the concrete practice of
the revolutionary struggles — with the struggle against
imperialism and modern revisionism, with the sum-
ming up of experience gained in all the lields of so-
cialist revolution and construction, with the solution of
questions in actual work. and with the remoulding of
their own ideology.

The thinking of Mao Tse-tung is Marxism-Leninism
which has been creatively developed in integrating the
universal truth of Marxism-Leninism with the concrete
practice of the Chinese revolution and construction in
the great revolutionary struggle of the Chinese people,
in the epoch when imperialism is heading for collapse
and socialism advancing towards victory. If they want
to be genuine Marxist-Leninists, the successors to the

13




proletarian revolution in China must perseveringly
study the works ol Comrade Mao Tse-iung and be good
at truly understanding and applying Mao Tse-tung's
thinking.

2. They must be revolutionaries who whole-
heartedly serve the overwhelming majority of the peo-
ple of China and the whole world.

Essentially, the question of serving the over-
whelming majority of the people is a maller ol class
stand and world outlook. In observing and dealing
with any problem, the proletarian revolutionary must
always stand on the side of the working people and all
the exploited and oppressed peoples in the world, who
comprise the overwhelming majority ol mankind, and
not on the side ol the bourgeoisie and other exploiting
classes who constitute only a small minority of man-
Kinzl.

The successor (o the proletarian revolution must be
sellless for the sake of the common good, and unremit-
tingly oppose individualism. He must wunder all
circumslances place the interests of the whole above
all others and resolutely oppese departmentalism; he
must persist in proletarian intcernationalism and oppose
national-egoism. individualism. departmentalism and
national-egoism are as incompalible with the utterly
unselfish  revolutionary cause of the proletariat as
water is with fire Both departmentalism and national-
cgoism have their roots in bourgeois individualism. To
be a successor of the proletarian revolution, sne must
not be prey to the temptations of bourgeois individual-
ism and under all circumstances put the interests of
the overwhelming majority in first place. When the
situation demands, he should be ready to sacrifice his
personal interests. even his blood and life in order to
defend the interests of the greatest majority of the
people.

3. They must be proletarian political leaders ca-
pable of rallying and working with the overwhelming
majority. Not only must they unite with those who
agree with them, but they must also be good at uniting
with those who disagree and even with those who
formerly opposed them and have since been proved
wrong.

In any leading group or any unit, there may be
different views on a question. This is a good thing and
not a bad thing. Members of the nucleus of leadership
must make the best use of collective wisdom and be
good at lislening to all useful opinions and working
with people with different views, be good at creating
an atmosphere of earnestly discussing and studying
problems so that comrades with differing views can
freely express their opinions, undertake debates and
make right and wrong clear, and through such discus-
sions to raise comrades’ ideological level of Marxism-
Leninism, raisc their ability to discover errors and
strengthen unily among them on Marxist-Leninist
principles. There may be some intractable elements,
but they can only be a very small minority. When the
majority is united, the few incorrigible die-hards will
be isolated. Vigilance must be maintained at all times
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against careerists and conspirators so as o prevent such
bad elements from seizing the leadership.

4. They must set an example in applying the
Party’s democratic centralism, must master the method
of leadership based on the principle of “from the
masses, to the masses,” and must cultivate a democratic
style of work and be good at listening to the masses.

The mass line “from the masses, to the masses” is
a [undamental line of our Pavly in all kinds of work.
We must be geod al summing up the cxperience and
opinions ol the masses systematically and bring them
back to the masses so that the masses stand up for them
and act on them. Commandism and the attitude of
keeping everything in one’s own hands, which ave
detrimental to the initiative of the masses, should never
be allowed. We must be good al using the form of
revolutionary struggle, i.e., full and [rank expression ol
views and great debates, which have been created by
the people of our counlry, and relying on the masses
to resolve contradictions among the people and con-
tradictions between ourselves and the enemy.

The Party’s democratic centralism s centralism on
the basis of democracy and democracy with centralized
guidance. namely the unity of democracy and central-
ism. Successors to the revolutionary cause of the
proletariat must be irained to adhere consciously to the
Party’s democratic centralism and to striclly abide by
the principle of integrating collective leadeiship with
individual rvesponsibility. It is necessary tesolutely {o
oppose the arbitrary style of “do as I say,” resolutely
oppose the rude style of not treating others as equals,
and resolutely oppose the style of those who welcome
flattery and turn like a wounded liger on those who
raise criticism. All these are the rotten style of
burecauciacy. remnants of long rule by the exploiting
ciasses. Such a style is the greatest enemy that hampers
the Parly’s ties with the broad masses.

5. They must be modest and prudent and guard
against arrogance and impetuosity; they must be im-
bued with the spirit of self-criticism and have the
courage to correct mistakes and shortcomings in their
work.

A modest and prudent proletarian revolutionary
should not see his own merit only. and should not be
arrogant and complacent, thus hampering his own pro-
gress. It is not necessary for a good leader to be with-
out any mistakes and shortcomings in his work. It is
necessary that he should constantly pay attention to
preventing mistakes and shortcomings and sirive to
commit as few mistakes as possible or no mistakes at
all in major questions of principle. It is necessary that
after having committed mistakes, he can seriously ex-
amine and correct them and have the courage to accept
responsibibtly for them. He must not cover up his
errors in his own interest, claim all credit for himself
and shift all the blame on others.

To carry out criticism and self-criticism seriously
is one of the criteria for serious political parties and
serious revolutionaries. Comrade Mao Tse-tung has
frequently called attention to the fact that a person
should treat his own mistakes and shoricomings like
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the daily washing of his face, and one should go to the
doctor when he falls ill, not conceal his illness and avoid
treatment. The successors to the revolutionary cause
of the proletariat should therefore have the courage lo
carry out self-criticism and be good at overcoming short-
comings and correcting mistakes, and should constantly
remould themselves in the course of transforming the
world.

All successors to the revolutionary cause of the
proletariat who measure up to these five requirements
will be able to meet the tests of all class struggles and
carry the socialist revolution resolutely to the end. They
will be able to create and maintain an animated and
lively political situation in which there are both cen-
fralism and democracy, both discipline and freedom,
both unity of will and personal ease of mind, so that
the socialist revolution and construction will advance
vigorously along a correct road.

Implementing the Party’s Class Line

In order to select successors to the revolutionary
cause for the nucleus of leadership at all levels strictly
in conformity with the five requirements. particular
atlention must be paid to implementing the Party’s
class line. The focus of selecting and training the suc-
cessors should be on advanced functionaries of worker,
peor peasant and lower-middle peasant origin. The
proletariat and semi-proletariat are the most ex-
ploited and most oppressed classes. and this determines
that they have the most revolutionary political attitude.
Therefore they are the people who most readily accept
Marxism-Leninism and the thinking of Mao Tse-lung.
They can work most resclutely lor the overwhelming
majorily of the people in China and the rest of the
world, rally the overwhelming majority of the people
to work together for the revolutionary cause, conscious-
ly carry out the mass line and have the courage to
carry oui self-criticism. Of course successors to the
revolutionary cause should not be selected and cul-
tivated only from the viewpoint of class origin. A few
peisons of good class origin who are subject to corrup-
tionn by the kleology of the exploiting classes, will not
be able to csrry the socialist revolution throush to the
end. On the other hand. some persons who do not
come from families of labouring people through educa-
tien by the Paity can forsake their original class and
can be tempered through revolutionary struggles into
proletarian revolutionaries. But attention must be
paid to ensuring that people of good class and family
origin who have been tempered for a long period
through class sfruggles account for the greatest
majority of the nucleus of the leadership of the revolu-
tionary ranks of the proletariat. This is the class basis
for guaranteeing that the reveolutionary ranks and the
nucleus of leadership will never change colour.

Testing Them in Class Struggle

In choosing successors fo the revolutionary cause
ol the proletarial in accordance with the [ive requiie-
ments, attention must also be paid to tesling and ex-
amining them [or long periods in fierce and complex
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class struggles. Whether a person is a genuine prole-
tarian revolutionary cannot be judged according to
whether he uses a profusion of revolutionary phrase-
ology, or by his daily routine work, bu{ in the storm and
stress of class struggle. Therefore. functionaries at all
levels and revolutionary young people must be organized
to take part in a planned way in revolutionary mass
movements, which at the present time means taking
part in the socialist education movement in the cities
and countryside. This is to enable them to wealher the
storms of mass struggle, see the magnitude of mass
struggles and be tested and tempered through class
slruggle.

The five requirements put forth by Comrade Mao
Tse-tung designate the necessary qualifications for the
successors 1o the revolutionary cause for the nucleus
of leadership at all levels. All new and elder func-
tionaries throughout the revolutionary ranks should
strive {o qualify strictly in accordance with the five
standards and take them as the goals they strive to at-
tain through tempering themselves.

In choosing and cullivating successors to the revo-
lutionary cause of the proletarial. the nucleus of the
Party and state leadership at all levels. especially (hose
who are in primary responsibility. ave confronted with
a heavy task. They have the grave lask ol direcling
the revoluticnary struggles on all fronts and also the
great task of cultivating and training successors to the
revolutionary cause. For the everlasting and great
cause ol socialism and communism. the nucleus of lead-
crship at all levels, especially those who are holding
positions of primary responsibility, must carry out suc-
cessfully the strategic task of choosing. cultivating and
(raining successors to the revolutionary cause and help
raise the level ol leading functionaries helding posi-
tions ol secondary responsibility in order to create a
strong nucleus ol leadership for geneiraiions to come.

To cultivate and train successors to the revolu-
tionary cause in accordance with the qualifications nee-
essary for cariying the proletarian revolution throush
to the end is a question of great theoretical and practi-
cal significance put forward by Comrade Mao Tse-tung,
and is an important development of Marxism-Leninism
in the histoirical slage of socialism. We must pay se-
rious attention to this question. All fronts, depart-
ments, areas. enierprises, people’s communes, govern-
ment organizations and schools must, from top to bot-
tom, universally and continually, pay attention to cul-
tivating and training successors to the revolutionary
cause. All work should be so arranged as to aid the
cullivation of the vevolutionary ranks. especially suc-
cessors to the rsvolutionary cause for the nucleus of
leadership at all levels. If this link is [irmly grasped
and the work is done successfully, it will cnable the
Marxist-Leninist  revolutionary cause slarted by the
elder gencration of proletarian revolutionavies to have
qualificd successors, guarantee that the leadership of
our Party and state will continue to be in the hands of
proletarian revolutionaries and enable our posterity to
march forward triumphantly along the correct road of
Marxism-Leninism from generation to generation.
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Premier Chou En-lai Greets the 10th
World Conference Against Atomic

And Hydrogen Bombs

Following is a translation of the full text of the
message sent by Premier Chou En-lai on July 28 to
the Tenth World Conference Against Atomic and
Hydrogen Bombs which opened in Tokyo on July
30. — Ed.

HE Tenth World Conference Against Atomic and

Hydrogen Bombs will soon open in triumph. On
behalf of the Chinese Government and people, I ex-
press warm greetings to the conference, pay high re-
spect to the Japancse people who are waging a heroic
struggle and to the delegates of the various countries
attending the conference. and extend profound sym-
pathy and regards to the families of those killed by
and to other victims of the atomic and hydrogen bombs
dropped over Hiroshima, Nagasaki and Bikini.

Since the last conference, the people of the whole
world have launched on a still larger scale the struggle
againsi nuclear war preparations and nuclear black-
mail by U.S. imperialism and [or the complete banning
of nuclear weapens and have won immense successes.
More and more people have seen through the nuclear
lraud perpetrated by U.S. imperialism to maintain its
nuclear superiority. U.S. imperialism has become ever
more isolated in the face of Lthe surging anti-imperialist
struggle of the people all over the world.

However. U.S. imperialism is continuing to play
all kinds of deceptive tricks to cover up its aclivities
to develop nuclear weapons and engage in nuclear war
preparations and nuclear blackmail and is frenziedly
pushing ahead with its policies of war and aggression.
Nuclear weapons in the hands of U.S. imperialism have
increased. instead of decreasing. It is not only prepar-
ing to fight a nuclear world war but is trying to inten-
sify and extend its aggressive war in Inde-China and
is clamouring [lor the use of nuclear weapons, thus
posing a serious threat to Asian and world peace. Facls
have proved once again that the threat of nuclear war
comes [rom U.S. imperialism and the struggle for the
banning of nuclear weapons is inseparable from the
struggle to oppose the U.S. imperialist policies of ag-
gression and war. It is necessary for all peace-loving
countiries and peoples of the world 1o unite still more
closely and, while siriving for the prohibition of nu-
clear weapons, 1o oppose resolutely the U.S. imperialist
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policies of aggression and war and to check U.S. inier-
vention and aggression in Indo-China.

The Japanese people are a strong force in the fight
against U.S. imperialism and in defence of world peace.
Their patriotic and just anti-U.S. struggle has surged
to new heights in the past year. Their movement for
the banning of atomic and hydrogen bombs has closely
integrated with a sevies ol patriotic anti-U.S. struggles,
particularly the struggle against the stationing ol U.S.
F-105D aircralt and nuclear submarines in Japan and
for the removal of U.S. military bases and the with-
drawal of U.S. troops and has won brilliant successes.
The Japanese people have resolutely oppused the use
of Japan by U.S. imperialism as a base for aggression
in Southeast Asia and have valiantly exposed the crim-
inal schemes of various reactionary forces to cover
up the aggression of U.S. imperialism. This has con-
tributed greatly to the defence of Asian and world
peace.

The Chinesé Government and people have unswerv-
ingly stood for the complete prohibition and thorough
destruction of nuclear weapons.  The Chinese pcdople
have consistently stood on the side of the peoples who
oppose imperialist aggression and defend world peace
and resolutely support the Japancse people’'s struggle
for nalional independence, peace and democracy. It
is our belief that with the joint efforts of the people
all over the world, nuclear war can be checked and
world peace saleguarded.

The successive World Conferences sponsored by
the Japan Council for the Prohibition of Atomic and
Hydrogen Bombs have embodied the aspiraiions of the
people of Japan and other countries for the defence
of world peace and their [irm resolve to fight to the
end for victory. You have a glorious tradition of strug-
gle. Your orientalion is correct. Your struggles are
fruitful. However despicable the splitting and disrup-
tive activities of imperialism and ifs followers may
be, they will never be able to prevent your conference
from forging ahead along the correct path. We are
convinced that your conlerence will once again inspire
and mobilize the Japanese people and the peoples of
ithe world to make new contribulions to the [rustration
of the U.S. imperialist plans of aggression and war,
to the elimination of the threat of nuclear war and to
the defence of world peace.

May the conference win every success.
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