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THE WEEK

Among the major events of the week:

® Foreign Minister Chen Yi on September 7 replied to the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam Foreign Minister Xuan Thuy's
urgent message of September 4 warning of U.S. preparations for
another armed attack on the D.R.V. Chen Yi declared that China
would resolutely fight to the end together with Viet Nam should
the U.S. dare launch a fresh attack.

® China’s Foreign Ministry sent the Indian Embassy a note
on September 1 refuting fabrications contained in the Indian note
of July 28, about alleged movements of Chinese armed personnel on
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the western sector of the Sino-Indian border.

¢ Chairman Liu Shao-chi and Premier Chou En-lai sent greet-
ings to the Second Arab Summit Conference in Alexandria, U.A.R.

® Fakhr-ed-Dine Mohamed,

first Sudanese Ambassador to

China, presented his credentials to Chairman Liu Shao-chi.

® After a visit {o Indonesia, Kenji Miyamoto, General Secretary
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delegation led by Joseph Nyerere,
Parliamentary Secretary of the
Ministry of Information and Tour-
ism; Bibi Titi Mohamed, Parlia-
mentary Secretary of the Ministry
for Community Development and

audience delight in the national dis-
tinctiveness of the items presented,
particularly the colourful Laotian
dances, and quicken to the militant,
revolutionary spirit that inspires the
whole performance.



On the same evening, Chairman
Liu  received  Sonsi Desakhambou

and Pase Sisaleum, leader and deputy
leader of the troupe respectively,
with the other members of the troupe.

Chinese Leaders at
Viet Nam Reception

Ambassador Tran Tu Binh marked
the Democratic Republic of Viet
Nam’s National Day with a recep-
tion on September 2. In the Peking
Hotel Liu Shao-chi. Viee-Chairman
ol the Central Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party and Chair-
man ol the People’s Republic of
China, attended the reception toge-
ther with Teng  Hsiao-ping, Peng
Chen, Chen Yi, Lo Jui-ching, Lin
Feng and other Chinese Party and
state leaders.

Both Ambassador Tran Tu Binh
and Vice-Premier Chen Yi spoke at
thes reception.

Speaking ol the recent U.S. armed
aggression against his country and
the telling rebuff suffered by the
agaressor, the Vietnamese Ambassa-
dor once again denounced the U.S.
plot to extend its war of aggression
in Indo-China through the instru-
mentality of the United Nations. and
thus take a further step in scrapping
the 1954 Geneva agreements, Vice-
Premier Chen Yi in his speech made
it clear that US. imperialism must
be held responsible for all conse-
quences arising from the cerime it
had  committed. He added that
Washingten would not be allowed (o
goet away with it

A Viethamese Film Week began on
the same day as part of the celebra-
lons.

Bulgarian National Day

The 200h anniversary of Bulgaria's
socialist revolution fell on Seplember
Y. The day before, Chinese Com-
munist Party and government lead-
ers. Mao Tse-tung. Liu Shao-chi.
Chu Teh and Chou En-lai. sent a
joint message to the Bulgarian Com-
munist Party and government leaders
T. Zhivkov and G. Traikov. The
Chinese leaders conveved  warm
greelings {o the Bulgarian comrades
and the fraternal Bulgarian people
and congratulated them on the suc-
cesses in their socialist construction.
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Speaking of the deep friendship
between the Chinese and Bulgarian
peoples, the message said: “To sale-
guard and strengthen this friend-
ship is not only in full accord with
the common desire of our two peo-
ples but also in the interest of the
unity of the’socialist camp. As in
the past, the Chinese people will
always continue to strive for consoli-
dating the friendship and unity of
the two peoples, strengthening the
unity of the socialist camp. opposing
the imperialist policies of aggression
and war and defending world peace
on the basis of Marxism-Leninism
and proletarian internationalism. and
the revolutionary principles of the
1957 Declaration and the 1960 State-
ment.”

On the same day. the Bulgarian
Ambassador to China, Kristu Stoi-
chev, gave a- reception which was
altended, among others, by Chu Teh,
Chairman of the Standing Committee
of the National People’s Congress,
Vice-Premiers Chen Yi and Tan
Chen-lin and Ling Feng. a Vice-
Chairman of the N.P.C. Standing
Committee.

At the receplion. Viee-Premier
Chen Yi proposed a toast to the
prosperity of the People’s Republic
of Bulgaria. to the friendship be-
tween  the Chinese and  Bulgarvian
peoples. to the solidarity of the so-
cialist camp on the basis of Marxism-
Leninism and proletarian interna-
tionalism, and to world peace.

On September 6. the Evergreen
Sino-Bulgarian Friendship People's
Commune on the outskirts of Peking
entertained the Bulgarian Ambas-
sador and his wile as well as other
members of the Bulgarian Embassy
at a Chinese [ilm show o celebrate
Bulgarvian National Day. The China-
Bulgarian  Friendship  Association
also gave a cocktail parly in honow
ol the occasion.

Indian Fabrication Refuted

In a note sent to the Indian
Embassy in China on Scptember 1
the Chinese Foreign Ministry refuted
the Indian Ministry  of External
AlTairs’ note of July 28. The Indian
note had groundlessly [abricated that
on May 30, 1964. armed Chinese per-
sonncl were observed eight miles

north of Fukche and that similar
military activities were also observed
in the Kongka La. Jara La and Chang
La areas on the western sector of the
Sino-Indian border,

The Chinese note said. “The [act

is that since the withdrawal [of
the Chinese frontier guards] on
China’s initiative in the end of

‘ebruary 1963, no Chinese military
personnel had at any time ever been
to these areas, And the Indian Gov-
vernment is [ully aware that all the
above-mentioned places are within
Chinesce territory and that the 20-
kilometre-wide  demilitarized  zone
was vacated through the withdrawal
[ol its frontier guards] by China from
its side of the boundary merely for
the purpose of relaxing the border
situation and promoting a reconcilia-
tion between China and India. It is
really the height of absurdity for the
Indian Government to assert stub-
bornly on the basis of a fabrication
of its own making that Chinese
troops were engaged in ‘military ac-
tivities” in these places and lodge a
se-called protest with the Chinese
Government. The Chinese Govern-
ment cannot but categorically reject
it.”

The note pointed out: “The Indian
Government’s  purpose of tirvelessly
labricating lies about Chinese ‘intru-
sions” is obviously to create tension
so as to achieve ils unpresentable
aims in its domeslic and foreign
policies.  The Indian Government's
unreasonable stand of persistently
rejecting a peaceful settlement of
the Sino-Indian  boundary question
threugh  negotiations and  its  con-
tinuous provocations of sending mili-
tary persannel and aireraft to intrude
into China’s terrvifory and air space
are becoming ever more obnoxious
and have placed it in an extremely
dillicult pesition both at heme and
abroad. Thercupon. the Indian Gov-
ernment sought help through spread-
ing lies. vainly attempting thereby to
counterbalance the tremendous in-
fluence produced by the measures
taken by China for the peacelul set-
tlement of the boundary question.
cover up India’s  intrusions and
escape condemnation by the people
of India and by other Asian and
African couniries and just world
opinion.  However. lies can in no
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wiuy lake the place of the facts. Such
a vicious practice on the part of the
Indian Government can only serve
to expose itself all the more and can-
not have any other result.”

French Technical Exhibition
In Peking

With Vice-Premier Chen Yi at his
side. Nan Han-chen. Chairman of the
China Council for the Promotion of
Internatienal Trade. cul the ribbon
on September 5 at the opening of the
French Technical Exhibition in Pe-
king. Measuring instruments. con-
trol apparatus and components and
farm  machinery were among  the
things on display. The exhibition will
last 20 days.

Suillaume Georges-Picot. honorary
president of the exhibition. in  his
speech at the opening ceremony saw
the display as an expression of eco-
nomic co-operation within the wider
scope of friendship between France
and China. Franco-Chinese [riend-
ship and co-operation. he said. would
contribute lo a reciprocal success.

Nan Han-chen in his speech warm-
ly congratulated the opening of the
exhibition, which. he said. took place
al a time when a good start had
been made in economic, trade, cul-
tural and friendly coniacts between
the two countries following the estab-
lishment  of diplomatic relations.
Recalling the tradition of [riendship

between the two great nations of
China and France. Nan  lHan-chen
expressed  conflidence that the con-

stant growth ol such contacts on the
basis of the Five Principles of Peace-
ful  Coexisience not  enly  corre-
sponded to the interesis of the two
peoples but would make an impor-
tant contribution to world peace.

M.J. Duhamel. executive president
of the exhibition, stressing the sig-
nificance of the exhibition said that
it went beyvond the scope of tech-
nique and reinforced the friendly
links between the two peoples.

Among those present al the open-
ing were M. Colonna. representative
of the French Minister of Industry
and Lucien Payve. French Ambassa-
dor to China.

On the same morning. Vice-Pre-
mier Chen Yi received and had
fviendly talks with Monsieur and
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Madame  Georges-Picot.  Monsicur
and Madame Duhamel and Monsicur
M. Colonna.

Condolences on C.P.U.S.A.
Chairman’s Death

The Central Committee of the Chi-
nese Communist Party on September
6 sent a message of condolence to the
Central Commitiee of the Com-
munist Party ol the United States on
the death of its Chairman Elizabeth
Gurley Flynn., The message read:

“Having just lemrnt of the un-
fortunate  death  aflter  illness ol
Comrade  Elizabeth  Gurley  Flynn.

Chairman of the Communist Party of
the United States. we send you our
condolences  and  request
convey our sympathy to
Flyvnn's family.”

you lo
Comrade

Illi's Ten Fruitful Years

Bigger crops, more livestock and
new. modern industrial plants and
mines are some of the many achiceve-
ments  reviewed on the 10th an-
niversary ol the founding of the
Ili Kazakh Autonomous Chou (in
Sinkiang)., which borders on the
Soviet Union and the Mongolian
People’s Republic. (See p. 31)

To celebrate the anniversary Ining,
the capital of the autonomous chou
on September 1. held a mass rally,
a parade and a carnival that con-
tinued till the night. On
the previous day. al a gathering of
representatives of all sections of the
people. Tan Tung. Vice-Chairman of
the Nationalities Alfairs Commission
of the State Council, warmly con-
oratulated the Kazakhs and other
nationalities of the autonomous chou.
Ie vrecalled that had been
serious class siruggles and a strugule

late In

there

between the two roads, socialism and
capilalism, in the ten years of revolu-
tion and construction in the autono-
mous chou. He reminded those pres-
ent that in handling the question of
nationalities. one must never foreet
Chairman Mao's words: “In the last
analyvsis, a national struggle is a ques-
tion of class strugsgle.”

One of the most important aspects
ol the great achievements of the au-
tonomous chou was that its people of
all nationalities had resolutely re-
pelled the subversive and sabotage

activities of the Khrushchov revision-
st group. Tan Tung said. He
described these achievemenls as a
victory for Marxism-Leninism  and
Mo Tse-tung's thinking,

Khrushchov Group’s Subversive Ac-
tivities Denounced. Belween Augusi
26-29 the 4th People’s Congress of
the Il Kazakh Autonomous Chou
held its second session in Ining. Tt
heard a report on the work of the
chou People’s Council given by Irhali,
the Kazakh chairman of Ili.  After
reviewing the outstanding successes
won by the people of the area on the
political and ideological fronts and in
all branches of the economy. he noted
that these achievements had been
made in the course of struggle against
subotage by the Khrushchov revision-
ist group. Bul the harder this group
worked to make trouble, he added.
the more it exposed itsell in all its
ugliness. This struggle had helped 1o
enhance the political consciousness of
the people of the various nationalitic-
in the autonomous chon and inspired
them to greater efforts in socialist
construction.

Irhali said that the Khrushcehov ve-
visionist group had not accepted de-
leat. It was attempting new acls ol
subversion  and  sabotage.  “Since
April of this yvear in particular.,” he
continued, “it has been using ils
broadcasting  services, newspapers.
magazines and other propaganda me-
dia in a strenuous ellort to spread
lies slanderving the leadership of the
Chinese Communist Party. It has
been attacking Chairman Muao, the
great leader ol our people of all na-
tionalities. distorting the history of
the Il Kazakh Autonomous Chou,
and fryving to poison the relations
various nalionalities of
this arvea in order to undermine our
national unity.”

among  the

*Still more outrageous is the facl
that the Khrushchov revisionist group
has been constantly creating border
incidents and altempting to disrup!
production in the border areas.™

In carrying out these criminal ac-
tivities, the Khrushchov revisionisl
group harboured wild ambitions
Irhali pointed out. "We must heighten
our vigilance and [irmly smash all its
schemes for sabotage.” the Chairman

(Continned on p.26.)




Message of Greetings From Chinese Leaders

Comrade Kim Il Sung, Chairman of the
Central Committee of the Korecan
Workers® Party and Premier of the
Cabinet of the Korean Democratic
People’s Republic,

Comrade Choi Yung Kun, President of the
Presidium of the Supreme People's
Assembly of the Korean Democratic
People’s Republic,

On the occasion of the 16th anniversary of the
founding of the Korean Democratic People’s Re-
public we, on behalf of the Chinese people, the Chi-
nese Communist Party, and the Government of the
People’s Republic of China, extend to the fraternal
Korean people, the Korean Workers' Parly and the
Government of the Korean Democratic People’'s Re-
public our warmest congratulations.

The Chinese pcople are clated and inspired fto
see that the industirious and courageous Korean peo-
ple rallying closely round the Korean Workers™ Party
headed by Comrade Kim Il Sung and steadfastly
following the revolutionary line of establishing an
independent national cconomy in socialist consiruce-
tion have, in a short space of time. built their father-
land info an industrial-agricultural socialist country
on the sound foundations of an independent national
economy. This brilliant achicvement of the Korean
people is a great victory of the Korean Workers'
Party in creatively applving the universal truths
of Marxism-Leninism {o the practice of Korea. The
Chinese people are convinced that the fraternal
Korean people will attain their imposing targets in
carrying out the Scven-Year Plan of the national
economy.

The Korean Democratic People's Republie has con-
sistently pursucd a peaceful foreign policy, resolulely
opposed the U.S. imperialist policies of aggression
and war, actively supported the revolutionary sirug-
gles of all oppressed nations and peoples and made
outstanding contributions to safeguarding the security
of the socialist camp and defending Asian and world

peace. The Korean Democratic People’s Republic is
playing a role in international affzirs that is daily
growing in importance and enjoving ever higher
prestige in the international arena.

The Korcan people have waged an unrelenting
struggle against the occupation of south Korea by the
U.S. aggressor troops and for achieving the penceful
reunification of their fatherland. The anti-US,,
patriotic struggle of the south Korean people has con-
tinuously shaken the reactionary rule of US. im-
perialism and its running dog, the Pak Jung Hi
clique. The Chinese people tirmly believe that the
patriotic, just struggle of the Korcan people will be
crowned with final victory and that the earnest desire
of the Korean pcople to unily their fatherland will
be realized.

In the past year the militant friendship and great
unity of the Chinese and Korean peoples was further
strengthened and developed in the struggle against
impcerialism and modern revisionism and the all-
round co-operation for [urthering the cause of so-
cialist construction. This [riendship and unity. built
on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and  proletarvian
internationalism, is scaled with blood and inviolable.
The Chinese people will for ever closely unite with
the fraternal Korcan people and struggle to the end
for the realization of their common great revolu-
tionary ideals.

Maop Tse-tung, Chairman of the Central
Committee of the Communist Partly
of China,

Liu Shao-chi, Chairman of the People's Re-
public of China,

Chu Teh, Chairman of the Standing Com-
miltee of the National People’s Con-
uress of the People's Republic of
China,

Chou En-lai, Premier of the State Council
of the People's Republic of China.
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of both countries would stand to- unification of Korea, Wei Chuan-

China Celebrates Korean
Anniversary

China celebrated the 16th anniver-
sary of the founding of the Demo-
cratic People's Republic of Korea
(Sept. 9). In Peking, the hall of the
Cultural Palace of Nationalities was
the scene of a ceremony on Septem-
ber 8. Among those present was
Vice-Premier Chen Yi. Addressing
the gathering, both Wei Chuan-tung,
Vice-President of the China-Korea
Friendship Association, and Zung
Bong Koo, Korean Charge d'Affaires
ad Interim, pledged that the people
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gether and fight to the end against
imperialism. modern revisionism and
for the safeguarding of the purity of
Marxism-Leninism and the building
of socialism.

Wei Chuan-fung warmly acclaimed
the outstanding achievements of the
Korean people in their current
Seven-Year Plan under the leader-
ship of the Korean Workers' Party
and Comrade Kim Il Sung. Con-
demning U.S. imperialism for its con-
unued occupation of south Korea
and obstruction of the peaceful re-

tung reiterated the firm support of
the Chinese people for the south
Korean people in their patriotic
struggle.

On Seplember 6, faculty mem-
bers and students of Peking Uni-
versitly had a get-together with
Korean friends studying at the
school. On the following day. guests
from the Korean Embassy spent a
pleasant evening marking the anni-
versary with members of the Sino-
Korean Friendship People's Commune
on Peking's outskirts,
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Chen Yi's Message to Xuan Thuy

China Reaffirms Support for the
Just Stand of the D.R.V.

Government

China will resolutely stand by the Vietnamese people and,
together with them, fight to the end should the United
States dare to make a fresh armed attack

In a reply message to Xuan Thuy, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam,
Forcign Minister Chen Yi on September 7 expressed
the Chinese Government and people’s firm support for
Viet Nam’s just stand in opposing the U.S. imperialist
scheme for launching a fresh armed attacl:.
is a translation of the message. — Ed.

Following

I HAVE received your urgent message of September

4 in which you cited conclusive facts to expose U.S.
imperialism’s criminal design to launch another armed
atlack against the Democralic Republic of Viet Nam
and justly pointed out that the U.S. Government would
have to bear [ull responsibility for all the consequences
arising thercflrom. The Chinese Government and peo-
ple fully endorse and resolutely support this just stand
of the Government of the Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam.

In order to save itsell from its fiasco in southern
Viet Nam, U.S. imperialism has all along been prepar-
ing to extend the war and spread the flames of war
to the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. The surprise
attack made by the United States on. the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam on August 5 was a step taken
by it in realizing its plan of military adventure. U.S.
imperialism’s armed aggression against the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam met with the Vietnamese people’s
powerful rebuff and with strong condemnation by the
people of the whole world, which have placed U.S.
imperialism in a most isolated and difficult position.

But U.S. imperialism is not reconciled to ils defeat.
It is stepping up 1ls war of aggression in southern
Viet Nam and, at the same time, making active prep-
arations for extending the war. The scuth Vietnamese
people’s patriotic armed forces are now continuing to
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win important victories and deal heavy blows to the
U.S. imperialist plan of “special warfare.” The people
in the areas of southern Viet Nam under the rule of
the United States and its puppet regime have been
waging gigantic mass struggles. which have rendered
the rule of U.S. imperialism and its puppets in southern
Viet Nam more shaky than ever. In these circumstances,
all the peace-loving countries and people must maintain
sharp vigilance against U.S. imperialism's dangerous
plot of further extending the war.

U.S. imperialism has recently again massed its
armed forces and U.S. warmongers have repeatedly
threatened a fresh armed attack on the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam. The Chinese Government deems
it necessary to point out that the debt of blood incurred
by the United States to the people of the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam on August 5 has not yet been
repaid and that the United States would certainly meet
with the Vietnamese people’s determined rebuff should
it dare to make a fresh armed attack and further
extend its war of aggression in Viet Nam and the
whole of Indo-China. The Chinese people will reso-
lutely stand by the people of Viet Nam and the other
Indo-Chinese states and, together with them, fight to
the end until the complete defeat of the U.S. aggressor.

The Chinese Government holds that the participating
nations, and particularly the Co-Chairmen, of the Gene-
va Conference should seriously heed the demands of the
Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam
and take immediate measures to stop U.S. imperialist
aggression in southern Viet Nam and its plot for fur-
ther extending the war so as to uphold the Geneva
agreements and the peace of Indo-China.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consid-
eration.




A& ajf

RENMIN RIBAO

Resolutely Support the Indonesian
People’s Just Struggle Against
“Malaysia”

Following is an abridged {ranslation of “Renmin
Ribao's” September Y editorial. — Ed.

FTER concocting the “Gulfl of Tonkin incident” and

brazenly unleashing its armed aggression against
the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, U.S. imperialism
has lately been working hand in glove with British im-
perialism in carrying out military provocations and the
threat of war against Indonesia under the pretext of
supporting so-called “Malaysia.”

With the connivance and support of U.S. and Brilish
imperialism. the Rahman clique made a false charge
against Indonesia in the U.N. Security Council. This is
evidently a scheme by which it hopes it will not find
itsell in the dock once it launches aggression againsl
Indonesia: this also preparves the way for U.S. interven-
tion under the cloak of the UN. All this points up the
fact that U.S. imperialism, while extending its aggres-
sion in Indo-China, is making use of the so-called
“Malaysia”™ question fo pave the way Jor invading
Indonesia and spreading the [lames of war to all of
Southeast Asia.

Because of its opposition to the neo-colonialist
“Malaysia™ project and support for the just struggle of
the North Kalimantan people. Indonesia has carned
extreme hatred vom US. and British imperialism. U.S.
imperialism, in particular. has run the gamut of pres-
sure. from calling olf economic “aid” to subversion. o
force Indonesia to abandon ifs just stand against
“Malaysia.” But all this has failed to cow Indonesia.
As the North Kalimantan people wax strong in their
fight for independence, U.S. imperialism which has
taken upon itself the task of suppressing the national-
liberation movement in Southeast Asia has turned the
spearhead of its aggression against lndonesia.

In the eyves of US. imperialism, the control of the
region of Indonesia and “Malaysia” is one of the key
links in pushing its global strategy. It is precisely be-
cause of this that the United States, while intensifying
its aggression in south Viet Nam, is actively interfering
in “Malaysia™ in a vigorous bid for linking up the
battlefields in south Viet Nam and in North Kalimantan
into a single front.
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The resolule opposition shown by the Indonesian
Government and people against “Malaysia™ and agains
the threat of aggression from the U.S. and British im-
perialists is entirely just. The Chinese people firmily
support this just struggle of the Indonesian Government
and people. This is not only beeause China and Inde-
nesia are close, Iriendly neighbours and the two peoples
have the common task of opposing imperialism and up-
holding peace in Asia and are duty-bound to support
cach other in this struggle: it is also because the strug-
gle against “Malaysia™ is a common struggle of the
people of the two countries. The aim of the imperialists
in creating “Malaysia™ is o oppose both Indonesia and
China. In rigging up “Malaysia.” British ruling circles
make no secret of their aim to sow discord between
the Chinese and Malays inhabiting this area so as to
oppress both of them and thus ensure British domina-
tion. At the time of the formation of “Malaysia,” the
U.S. propaganda machine also talked about turning it
mto an “anti-communist bastion” and employing “U.S.
and British military forees™ in jointly coping with sc-
called “aggression [lrom Indonesia, Communist China
and north Viet Nam.” The U.S. and British im-
perialists. together with the Rahman clique, are now
perscecuting people of Chinese descent in the area of
“Malaysia™; they even have no hesitation about foment-
ing and creating clashes between the Malays and people
of Chinese dcseent in order to whip up an anti-Chinese
atmosphere and pave the way for their anti-Chinese
campaign. In the face of these vicious and despicable
imperialist tactics, the Chinese people naturally cannot
look on with lolded arms. If the U.S. imperialists are
rash enough 1o unleash aggression against Indonesia.
the Chinese people will do all they can to support the
Indonesian people until the U.S. imperialists are com-
pletely defeated.  Southeast Asia belongs to the people
of the Southeast Asian countries and not to any im-
perialist power.

We are convinced that, under the leadership of
President Sukarno, the Indonesian people. united and
highly vigilant, will smash every aggressive design of
the imperialists and achieve great victories in  their
struggle against imperialism, against “Malaysia™ and in
defence of their national independence.
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New Polemic on the Philosophical Front

Report on the Discussion Concerning Comrade Yang Hsien-chen’s
Concept That “Two Combine Into One”

by “HONGQI'S” CORRESPONDENT

A NEW and heated polemic has developed on the
philosophical front in China: it concerns the
concepts of “one divides into two™ ( -4r4~7) and
“two combine into one™ ({7 jij - ).

This debate is a struggle between these who are
for and those who are against materialist dialectics, a
struggle between two world outlooks — the proletarian
world outlook and the bourgeois world outlook. Those
who maintain that “one divides into two™ is the funda-
mental law of things stand on the side of materialist
dialectics; those who maintain that the fundamental law
of things is that “two combine into one” stand in direct
opposition to materialist dialectics. The two sides draw
a clear line of demarcation between themselves and
-their arguments are directly opposed to each other. This
polemic is an ideological reflection of the acute and
complex class struggle now being waged both inter-
nationally and in China.

Counting from May 29. the date of publication in
the newspaper Guangming Ribao of the article “ ‘One
Divides Into Two’ and ‘I'wo Combine Into One,' " by
Comrades Ai Heng-wu and Lin Ching-shan, this debate
has already been going on for three months. In order
to get a better understanding of the present state of
this polemic and in order to promote it, the Honggqi
Editorial Department organized a forum on August 24-25
attended by cadres and students from the Higher Party
School. Our correspondent subsequently interviewed a
number of the comrades concerned.

The following is a report on the forum and inter-
views,

The Polemic Was Provoked by Comrade
Yang Hsien-chen

Comrades attending the forum stated that the
polemic had started in the Higher Party School long

* Translator’s note: This phrase is derived from the
formulation given by V.I. Lenin in his “Philosophical Note-
books,” Collected Works, Vol. 38, F.L.P.H.. Moscow, 1961.
p.359. “The splitting of a single whole (Russian: pasaBoenie
etioro) and the cognition of its contradictory parts . . . is
the essence . . . of dialectics.”
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before the publication of the article by Ai Heng-wu and
Lin Ching-shan.

Recalling events in the last few years. they all
noted that, in line with the siluation in the class strug-
gle at home and internationally, the Party had
strengthened its propaganda on the dialectical materi-
alist concept that “one divides into two.”

Our Party has pointed out that everything tends to
divide itself into two. And theories are no exception:
they also tend to divide. Wherever there is a revolu-
tionary. scientific theory, its antithesis, a counter-
revolutionary. anti-scientifie theory, is bound to arise
in the course of its developmeni. As modern society
is divided into classes and as the dilference between
progressive and backward groups will continue far into
the future. the emergence of such antitheses is
inevitable.

The Party has further pointed out: The history
of the international communist movement demonstrates
that like everything else, the international working-
class movement tends to divide itself into two. The
class struggle between the proletariat and the bour-
geoisie is inevitably reflected in the communist ranks.
It is inevitable that opportunism of one kind or another
should arise in the course of development of the com-
munist movement, that opportunists should engage in
splitting activities against Marxism-Leninism and that
Marxist-Leninists should wage struggles against op-
portunism and splittism. It is precisely through such
struggles of opposites that Marxism-Leninism and the
international working-class movement have developed.

The Party has criticized the so-calléd “new concept™
advanced by modern revisionism with regard to the
current international situation, pointing out that
this concept implies that in the present-day world
antagonislic social contradictions of all kinds are wan-
ing. and that contradictory social forces are tending to
unite themselves into a single whole. For instance, they
hold that the conflicting forces represented by the
socialist system and the capitalist system, by the socialist
camp and the imperialist camp, by one imperialist
country and another, by the imperialist countries and
oppressed nalions. by the bourgeoisie on the one hand
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and the proletariat and other labouring people on the
other in the capitalist countrics, by the different monop-
oly groups in the imperialist countries, as well as the
contradictions within socialist countries —that all
these are uniting or on the way to unite into a single
whole.

The revolutionary dialectical method summed up
in the concept that “one divides into two” has been
grasped more and more {ully by our comrades and the
masses o become a powerful ideological instrument for
achieving a correct understanding of the present situa-
tion in the class struggle both domestic and inter-
national. It helps people to recognize that the contradic-
tion and struggle between imperialism and the revolu-
tionary people of the world are irreconcilable. and that
the contradiction and struggle between Marxism-
Leninism and modern revisionism are irreconcilable. It
enhances people’s courage in opposing imperialism, the
reactionaries in various countries, and in fighting
modern revisionism. It increases people’s confidence in
victory.

But. while our Party is strengthening ils propa-
ganda on the revoluticnary dialectics of “one divides
into two,” Comrade Yang Hsicn-chen talks a lot about
the concept that “two combine into one.” thus setting
up another platform opposite to that of the Party.

Comrade Yang Hsien-chen's idea of reconciling
contradictions and negating struggles was formed a long
time ago. In November 1961 when lecturing in the
Higher Party School, he said: “The unity of opposites,
the unity of contradictions means: the two oppcsites are
inseparably connected.” “What we want ic learn from
dialectics is how to connect two opposite ideas.”

Since the Parly strengthened its propaganda on the
concept of “one divides into two,” Comrade Yang
Hsien-chen has disseminated his idea of reconciling con-
tradictions with even greater zeal. In November 1963.
he generalized his idea as “two combine into one.” and
made this public while lecturing in the Higher Party
School.

In April 1964, in a lecture to the class of Sinkiang
students at the Higher Party School, he further devel-
oped this thesis, making it more “systematic,” and
more “complete.”

Subsequently, he attempted by every means to
propagate this thesis, trying to thrust in his anti-
dialectical viewpoint wherever possible.

Comrade Li Ming, lecturer of the research and
teaching group in philosophy, also publicized Comrade
Yang's thesis in the classroom. On May 14, in a class,
Li declared that there had been too much talk about
“one dividing into two,” and too little about “two com-
bining into one.” He even encouraged his class to
write articles propagating this latter concept. What Li
Ming actually meant was that there had been too much
talk about Marxism-Leninism, about the revolutionary
dialectics of Mao Tse-tung’s thinking, and too little
about Comrade Yang Hsien-chen’s anti-dialectical
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views. According to him more articles should be writ-
ten on Yang's anti-dialectical views,

Both Ai Heng-wu and Lin Ching-shan said that
while writing their article, they several times con-
sulted Comrade Yang Hsien-chen. Yang helped them
to revise it. Li Ming, too, twice gave suggestions for
the article and revised it. Ai Heng-wu recalled that
when they heard that the concept that “two combine
inte one” was described as a deliberate attempt to put
over something new and different, and felt uncertain
whether to publish their article or not. they went 1o
Yang. Yang said: “Who said that it is something new
and different? Whoever said that is ignorant.” He con-
tinued: “The concept that "two combine into one' is a
matter of world outlook; the concept that ‘one divides
into two’ is a matter of methodology.” Soon after. he
again encouraged Ai and Lin, saying: “The viewpoint
of your article is well-founded: send it out!”

In this way, Comrade Yang Hsien-chen's concept
that “two combine into one” was spread from the
Higher Party School and made public through the
article by Al Heng-wu and Lin Ching-shan. Thus the
debate between “one divides into two™ and “two com-
bine into one” was unfolded in the press.

This polemic on the philosophical front was there-
fore provoked by Comrade Yang Hsien-chen.

Criticism and Repudiation of Comrade Yang
Hsien-chen’s Concept

After the article by Ai Heng-wu and Lin Ching-
shan was published in Guangming Ribao, the leading
comrades in the Higher Party School, seeing that the
debate involved a matter of principle and thal it was
a debate between revolutionary dialectics and anti-
dialectics, asked the rescarch and teaching group in
philosophy to hold a discussion on it. When Comrade
Yang Hsien-chen was told of this by Li Ming, he was
very displeased and angry.

On July 17, Comrades Wang Chung and Kuo Pei-
heng wrote an article in Renmin Ribao, exposing and
criticizing Yang's concept that “two combine into one.”

At the same time, quite a number of comrades in
the Higher Party School rebutted this concept in dis-
cussions and in articles in the school magazine and
papers. Yet there were still some who insisted that it
was correct.

Comrade Yang Hsien-chen’s concept that “two
combine into one” has also evoked a great deal of con-
troversy among the general public. Some people sup-
port it: but, many criticize and reject it. Up to the
end of August, more than 90 articles on the subject had
been published in newspapers and in magazines, both
naticnal and local. Theoretical workers in Party
schools, universities and colleges, and research in-
stitutes in various places have held forums on it.

At the present time the central question in the
debate is whether or not to recognize the law of the
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unity ol opposites as the f'undamental law of objective
things, and materialist dialectics as the world outlook
ol the proletariat.

The majority of the students and stalf workers of
the Higher Party School have come to see clearly from
the words and deeds of Yang Hsien-chen and others
that it is not fortuitous that Comrade Yang Hsien-chen
should at this time have made public the concept that
“two combine into one.” He has done this with the
aim and plan of pitting the reactionary bourgeois world
outlook against the proletarian world outlook of mate-
rialist dialectics.

Participants in the forum pointed out that Yang
Hsien-chen had all along, repeatedly and painstakingly,
propagated the idea that “the tendency in everyvihing
is for "two to combine into one.” ™ Ie had talked with
great zeal about “the inseparable connection™ between
antitheses, the “inseparability”™ of things. and asscrted
that the task of studying the unity of opposites lies
solely in secking “common demands,” or “secking com-
mon ground while reserving differences,”  If ihings
are viewed in the light of his concept that “two com-
bine into one.” their internal contradictions disappoar
and the struggle of opposites within them disappears;
the concept that one side of a contradiction must of
necessity overcome the other side. that the outcome
ol struggle is the destruction of the old unity and the
emergence of a new unity, and that old things are re-
placed by the new —all this too disappears. In this
way, Marxist-Leninist materialist dialectics is com-
pletely negated.

The concept that “one divides into two™ is the
kernel of the revolutionary philosophy of materialist
dialectics, the world outlook of the proletariat. Using
this world outlook to apprehend things, the proletarviat
recognizes that contradictions are inherent in cvery-
thing. that the two sides of a contradiction are in a
state both of unity and of struggle, and that contradic-
tion is the motive force in the development of things.
While the identity of opposites is relative. their struggle
is absolute. Therefore, the task of materialist dialectics
has never been to cover up contradictions, but to dis-
close them, to discover the correct method for resolving
them and to aceelerate their transformation, in order
to bring about the revolutionary transformation of the
world. Using the world outlook of materialist dialece-
tics to analyse class societies, the proletariat recognizes
class contradiction and class struggle: it recognizes
class struggle as the motive force of social develop-
ment: it [irmly maintains that the proletariat must
carry the class struggle through to the end and so bring
about the transformation of society.

But. to view relations belween the various classes
of saciely in accordance with the concept that “two
combine into one” as advocated by Conwade Yang
Hsien-chen  will  inevitably lead to  obscuring the
boundaries between classes. and 1o repudiating the
class struggle. and thus lead to the theory of class con-
ciliation.
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Comrades Yang Hsien-chen. Ai Heng-wu and Lin
Ching-shan gave an intolerably distorted picture of the
basis on which the Party maps out its principles, lines
and policies. They arbitrarily asserted that the Party's
general line for socialist construction, the principles
ol political life of the Party and the state. the Party’s
cconomic, foreign and cultural policies, ete.. were all
worked out in accordance with their concept that “two
combine into one.” Thus, they themselves have raised
a fundamental question of political principle.  How-
cver, the defenders of Yang Hsien-chen’s concept that
“two combine into one” are unwilling to admit that
a question of political principle is involved. Actuated
by ulterior motives, they have even said that an
academic question should not be turned into a political
question.

Some  comrades maintain  that Comrade Yang
Hsien-chen described the concept that “two combine
into one™ as a matter of world outlook and the concept
that “one divides into two™ as a matter of methodology,
and point out that this runs completely counter to the
malerialist theory of the unity of world outlook and
methodology.  The faet 1s that Comrade Yang Hsien-
chen has time and again stressed that the aim of study-
ing the dialectical method “is to acquire the ability to
unite into one iwo opposite ideas.” This preciscly
shows the complete unity of his world outlook and his
methodology: both conform to the concept that “two
combine into one.”

Comrade Mao Tse-tung has taught us: It is only
the reactionary ruling classes of the past and present,
and the metaphysicians in their service, who regard op-
posites not as living, conditional. mobile and transform-
ing themselves into one another. but as dead and rigid.
and they propagate this fallacy evervwhere to delude
the masses of the people. thus seeking to perpetuate
their rule.”* Comrade Yang Hsien-chen’s concept that
“two combine into one” treats the connections between
the two sides in a contradiction as precisely “dead and
rigid things.” Ulilizing every opportunity to dissemi-
nate this kind of view. he has Iried to mislead many
peoaple, thus playing a role which serves the reactionary
classes.

In the debate, some people made statements which,
though diflfering slightly, coincide in the main with
Comrade Yang Hsien-chen's concept that “two combine
into one.””  For example, some said that the controversy
is merely concerned with phraseology or usage: and
added that, anyone can make a slip or two when lectur-
ing in the classroom. Others, pretending to be fair and
to see the question from all sides, have advanced the
idea of using the concept that “two combine into one”
to supplement the concept that “one divides into two,”
thus making the former into one aspect of the law of
the unity of opposites: they assert that only in this way
can we avoid “one-sidedness.” Others again, pretend-
ing to make a concrete analysis of contradictions, divide

*Mao Tse-tung, On Contradiction, Foreign Languages
Press, Peking, 1964, p.45.
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contradictions into two types: those which have “unily
as their main feature,” and those which have “struggle
as their main feature,” claiming that the concept that
“two combine into one” should be used in handling con-
tradictions which have “unity as the main feature.”
Still others describe the concept that “one divides into
two™ as a means of analysis and the concept that “two
combine into one” as a means of generalization, assert-
ing that each is a component part of the dialectical
method of cognition. All these assertions. however. are
nothing but attempts to defend the thesis that “two
combine into one.”

Many comrades pointed oul that the Marxist-
Leninist concept that “one divides into two” has its
definite meaning and that the concept that “two com-
bine into one” put forward by Yang Hsien-chen like-
wise has its definite meaning. As a technical term,
“one divides into two” very accurately. vividly and
colloquially expresses the kernel of dialectics, that is,
the essence of the law of the unity of opposites, where-
as the concept that “two combine into one™ put forward
by Yang Hsien-chen is systematic metaphysics from
beginning to end. These are two fundamentally op-
posite world outiooks. How can one possibly mix them
together and not distinguish the one from the other?

Class Struggle in the Realm of Ideology

At the forum, many comrades touched upon the
great significance of this debate in philosophy.

Philosophy is a part of social ideology: it has its
distinct Party character, that is, class character. The
struggle on the philosophical front invariably reflects
class struggle on the economic and political fronts. In
class struggle, different classes. proceeding from their
respective class interests, are bound to put forward dif-
ferent points of view and make philosophical general-
izations of these viewpoints, which are either revolu-
tionary or reactionary. There is the revolutionary phi-
losophy of the proletariat, and there is the reactionary
philosophy of the bourgeoisie. Thus, the struggle be-
tween the two anlagonistic groups is rellected on the
philosophical front. Those individuals within the ranks
of the proletariat who have a bourgeois world outlook
or who are influenced by the bourgeois world outlook,
likewise often use bourgeois philosophy to oppose the
revolutionary philosophy of the proletariat.

At the present time, internationally, the revolution-
ary struggle waged by the people of various countries is
developing vigorously against imperialism, headed by
the United States, and its lackeys. Inside the interna-
tional communist movement, a fierce struggle is being
waged between Marxism-Leninism and modern revi-
sionism. In our country, the class struggle between
the proletariat on the one hand and the bourgeoisie and
the remnant feudal forces on the other. as well as the
struggle between the socialist and capitalist roads have
advanced o a new, deep-going stage. Confronted with
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this situation in the class struggle internationally and
at home the Central Committee of the Party and Com-
rade Mao Tse-tung place great emphasis on using the
concept that “one divides inlo two” and the Marxist-
Leninist theory of the class struggle to combat modern
revisionism and to arm our people and have proposed
to crush the offensive launched by the bourgeoisie and
the remnant feudal forces by carrying out a widespread
movement for socialist education in the cities and the
countryside. Comrade Yang Hsien-chen's propagation
of the concept that “two combine into one™ at such a
time is precisely and deliberately designed to meet the
needs of modern revisionism, and aid the modern revi-
sionists in their propaganda for class peace and class
collaboration, and also for the theory of reconciling
contradictions. It is at the same time deliberately
designed to meet the needs of the bourgeoisie and the
remnant feudal forces at home by providing them with
so-called theoretical weapons for resisting the move-
ment for socialist education.

It has already become very clear that this new
polemic. that concerns the question of who will win
over whom on the philosophical front. is a serious class
struggle in the realm of ideology.

That such a debate should have arisen on our
philosophical front is not difficult to understand. His-
tory has shown us that whenever a sharp class struggle
develops in the political and economic fields. there is
bound to be acute class struggle in the ideological field
as well.  Social life in the Soviet Union was in a period
of drastic change towards the end of the 1920s. The
unfolding of the movements for agricultural collecliv-
ization and socialist industrialization and the desperate
resistance put up by the kulaks and the bourgenis jore: s
had made the class struggle in Soviet society very acute.
At that time the anti-Party group of Trotsky and
Bukharin emerged within the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union.  The deeper the socialist revolution went
on the economic and political fronts, the greater the
shock it caused ideologically to various classes and
strata. It was at this crucial moment that Deborin's
anti-dialectical philosophieal views became the ideo-
logical weapon of the anti-Party group. while the Cen-
tral Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union headed by Stalin sharply criticized and rejected
the philosephical position of the Deborin school. That
struggle in the realm of ideology was precisely a re-
flection of the acute class struggle in Soviet society.

At the present time. the debate which has started
on the philosophical front in our country is continuing.
In terms of numbers of participants or of its widespread
influence and great significance. a debate such as this
has rarely been seen in our academic circles for many
vears now. It seems that it is still far from being
concluded. Step by step, it is deepening. Truth al-
ways develops in struggle. Through this debate, the
dialectical way of thinking will certainly triumph over
the anti-dialectical and the political and theoretical
level of our people will be greatly raised.

Peking Review, No. 37




Cadres Must Take Part in Labour in
Order to Persist in the Revolution

Following is a translation of “Renmin Ribao’s”
editorial of August 28. Subheads are ours. — Ed.

HE system whereby cadres at all levels take part in

collective productive labour has been put into prac-
tice throughout China’s vast countryside. In many
places outstanding achievements have been made in
this respect, greatly facilitating the class struggle in the
rural areas to foster prolctarvian ideology and liquidate
bourgeois ideology. Whether or not cadres take part
in collective productive labour is in itsell a serious and
sharp class struggle. A host of facts show that only
by persistently taking part in collective productive
labour can cadres resolutely carry on with the socialist
revolution,

Whether or Not a Cadre Takes Part in Labour
Is a Question of Class Stand

A large number of flacts such as the following have
taught our cadres a profound lesson: those ex-landlords,
rich peasants. counter-revolutionaries and undesirable
clements who have not yet been remoulded as well
as bourgeois elements and people with a rather serious
spontancous capitalist tendency have the greatest fear
of cadres taking part in labour; they do everything
they can to prevent cadres from taking part in labour
and try to lure them away [rom if. Contrary to this,
the former poor and lower-middle peasants and the
overwhelming majority of those commune members
who actively participate in collective labour most
heartily welcome cadres taking part in labour: they
help the cadres do this in every way and are against
cadres divorcing themselves [rom labour.

These sharply contrasting attitudes should heighten
our vigilance and are well worth pondering. Why do
pecple ol different classes have diametrically opposed
attitudes towards cadres taking part in collective pro-
ductive labour? The reason is thal. as an old saying
goes, “All ingenuity comes from diligence and all evil
stems [rom laziness.” Ardent love for labour is a
virtue of the proletariat and all working people whereas
indulgence in an casy life and aversion to labour is
a most pernicious force of habit left over by the ex-
ploiting classes. The more industrious a person is. the
more will he be able to bring the vigorous revolution-
ary spirit into play, the better will he know how to
cherish the fruits of labour of the masses of the people,
and the more will he be able to keep his ideology
healthy. Once a person gets lazy. seeks personal satis-
faction, loafs around, turns little things to his profit
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and even does evil and wicked things. he is liable to
make all sorts of mistakes. How is one going to live
if he does not work? It is inevitable that he will
seize or steal the fruits of labour of others and wallow
in the mire with the erstwhile exploiters and para-
sites. A cadre who does not take part in labour will.
consciously or unconsciously. inevitably defend the in-
terests of those who gain without working or gain
more by working less. and become their agents. Only
those cadres who persistently and diligently engage
in production along with the working people can defend
the latter's interests and become their staunch leaders
in carrying on the socialist revolution and construction.
The difference between the industrious and the lazy is
indeed tremendous! The two are heading in opposite
directions: one towards the bright future of the pro-
letarian revolution and the other towards the stinking
quagmire of the declining exploiting classes.

From this it is clear that whether or not a cadre
takes part in labour and whether or not he ardently
loves it is in essence a question of what class stand he
takes, Il a cadre does not take part in labour and is not
very keen on labour, he cannot possibly stand firmly
on the side of the overwhelming majority of the work-
ing people and resolutely oppose acts and ideas of ex-
ploitation characterized by unearned gains. and he is
liable to be corrupted by the ideas of the exploiting
classes. and thus a “peaceful evolution™ down the capi-
talist road will be effected in his case. Only by con-
scientiously and persistently taking part in labour 1o-
gether with the working people. fostering and reinforce-
ing his ardent love for labour. will it be possible for a
cadre to take deep root in the class ranks of the former
poor and lower-middle peasants: only in this wayv can
he be [earless in any kind of storm and always remain
firm. Only in this way can cadres from working
families always maintain and constantly bring into play
the innate fine qualities of hard work, plain living.
industry and courage. and maintain a firm class stand
on all occasions: only in this way can cadres from non-
working families really remould themselves through
labour and become members of the working people
and really acquire the class sentiments of the pro-
letariat.

Participation in Labour Facilitates
Leadership in Class Struggle

The living facts in the movement for socialist
education also have profoundly educated the cadres:
Where the cadres at every level persistently take part
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in collective productive labour with the masses there
the movement for socialist education will be developed
more elfectively. and comparatively profound changes
will take place in the political situation in the country-
side.

During the movement for socialist  education,
cadres al every level have raised their class conscious-
ness and fostered their class sentiments by persistently
working together with the masses of commune mem-
bers. and this helps them the better to comprehend and
rectify  their mistakes and shoricomings in  being
divorced [rom the masses and to improve their working
stvle and method. Thus the viewpoint of relying on
the former poor and lower-middle peasants will be
further clarilied. the nucleus of leadership at every
level and class ranks will unite more closely. and the
predominance of the former poor and lower-middle
peasants will be established more firmly. Under these
circumstances. the well-to-do middle peasants  will
generally rally more closely around the Party branch
and the former poor and lower-middle peasants. and
will participate in collective production with greater
enthusiasm: the class enemy will be further disinte-
graled. the handful of dichard landlords. rich peas-
ants, counter-revolutionaries and undesirable elements
further isolated and all [reaks and monsters in the
countryside will draw in their horns.

Where cadres persistently take part in labour. there
the old ideas and habit of despising physical labour and
labouring people left over by history will be dealt a
serious blow. and the new idea and habit of loving
collective productive labour and the collective economy
will develop rapidly. As a result, the enthusiasm of
the mass of the commune members [or collective pro-
duction is higher. cadres at every level find their leader-
ship in production more effective. and new improve-
ments are made in the management of the collective
economy. Therefore. cadres take part in colleefive
productive labour not only because it is beneficial to
their leadership in the struggle for production. but
primarily because it enables them to lead the class
struggle better. Only when good leadership has been
given to the class struggle can the struggle for produec-
tion and scientific experiment be really effectively
promoted.

A Major Development in the
Theory of Proletarian Dictatorship

In helping cadres at every level sum up their ex-
periences in participating in collective productive labour
through living [acts. restudy of the directives of the
Party’s Central Committee and Comrade Mao Tse-lung
on cadres’ participation in collective productive labour
must be organized for them to understand further the
great significance of the fact that only by persistently
taking part in productive labour can they persist in the
revolution,

Our Party has always advocated the practice of
cadres’ participation in productive labour. In recent
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vears, with the deepening of the socialist revolulion,
the Central Committee of the Communist Parly and
Comrade Mao Tse-tung have given closer attention to
cadres’ participation in productive labour and have is-
sued several directives and stipulated a necessary
system on  this  score. The “Directive Concerning
Participation in Physical Labour by lLeading Function-
aries at All Levels” issued by the Central Committee of
the Communist Party in May 1957 points out that
participation by leading cadres at all levels in physical
labour and the gradual integration of mental and phy-
sical labour are a development of the fine tradition of
Party cadres taking part in productive labour during
the Revolutionary Civil Wars and the War of Resistance
Against Japan. It also declares that some comrades,
under the ideological influence of the exploiting classes
of the old society, have [orgotten this fine tradition of
the past. They look down upon physical labour and
have formed a habit of seeking fame. gain and position.
They are reluctant to go back to their production work
once they have left it. This tendency is extremely
dangerous. and the Party must wage a resolute strug-
gle against il. The directive also points out in partic-
ular that whether or not Communist Party members
take part in physical lubour is a momentous test [or
them to see il they are capable of striving to fulflil the
general task of the Party under new historical condi-
tions.

In his May 1963 note on “The Seven Well-Wiitten
Documents of Chekiang Province Concerning Cadres’
Participation in Physical Labour.” Comrade Mao Tse-
tung pointed out still more explicitly the great signili-
cance ol cadres’ participation in labour in the class
struggle. linking it up with the task ol consolidating
the people’s democratic dictatorship and preventing a
counter-revolutionary comeback. Comrade Mao Tse-
tung. in summing up the practical experience in the
diclatorship of the proletarviat. has put forward a series
of theories and policies: one of the main contents is as
follows: “It is necessary to maintain the system of cadres’
participation in  collective proeductive  labour. The
cadres of our Party and state are ordinary workers and
not overlords sitting on the backs of the people. By
taking part in collective productive labour. the cadres
maintain extensive, constanlt and close ties with the
working people. This is a major measure of [un-
damental importance for a socialist system: it helps to
overcome burecaucracy and to prevent revisionism and
dogmatism.” This is a major development in  the
Marxisi-Leninist  theory on  the dictatorship of the
proletarial.

An Important Part of the Socialist Revolution

The nature and task of our Party and state as well
as those of the socialist revolution all determine that
cadres must take part in productive labour to create
malerial wealth in accordance with a deflinite system.
The Communist Party is the vanguard of the prole-
tavial and represents the supreme interests of all work-
ing people. The working people are the masters of our
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socialist state: the leading cadres of our Party and state
at all levels are both revolutionaries and ordinary
workers.

Socialist revolution means the abolition of all Sys-
tems of exploitation and the enforcement of the prin-
ciple of “He who does not work neither shall he eal.”
The period of socialism is one of transition to commun-
ism. during which the differences between physical
and mental labour should by no means be widened, but
should be reduced step by step so as to create the con-
ditions for the gradual elimination of those differences.
[l the cadres, instead of participating in labour, live far
better than the ordinary working people, they will
casily degenerate. Whether or not cadres at all levels
participate as ordinary labourers in pluducllve labour
with the working people. therefore. involves the im-
potlant questions of whether or not the socialist revolu-
tion can be carried through to the end and whether or
nut revolutionary cadres will assuredly never fade in
colour.  Cadres’ participation in labour is in itself an
exltremely important part of the socialist revolution.

Cadres’ participation in labour, which is a revolu-
tion, has made a very good start in our country. But
a full account must be taken of the enormously diffi-
cult nature of the revolution. In various parts of the
couniry many facls show that only alter undergoing re-
peated processes of acquiring both positive and nega-
tive experiences and lessons can a cadie take part in
labour regularly and combine it closely with revolu-
tionary work. Genuine revolutionary consciousness can
be firmly established only after the process of prac-
tice. knowledge, more practice and more knowledge is
repeated many times, and after one ideological strug-
gle after another. Such an ideological revolution must

be carried forward through the self-education of the
cadres themselves. Bul, just as all mass movements
for socialist revolution in all other fields cannot take
place spontaneously. so the revolutionary consciousness
of the masses of cadres in participation in collective pro-
ductive labour cannot grow spontaneously. This growth
requires repeated education and guidance by the Party
organizaticns at various levels and the guarantee of an
appropriate system.

In the countryside, the cadres' participation in
labour is both a very important link binding them
closely with the class army of the former poor and
lower-niiddle peasants and the most effective weapon
fer resisting ideological coirosion by all exploiting
classes. Its even more profound and far-reaching
significance lies in the fact that it sets an example for
the yeunger generation to follow and points up the palh
for the healthy development of successors to the revo-
lutionary cause. The cadres at dilferent levels and the
successors to the revolulicnary cause for generations
to come must all lock at labour from the proletarian
viewpoint of class struggle and persist in paiticipating
in collective productive labour according to a system
and .on the basis of continuously rvaising their class
consciousness. When this is achieved. there will be a
reliable guarantee in the most important respeet thal
our revolutionary ranks will be alwavs staunch and
our revolutionary cause will advance from victory to
victory. The cadres’ participation in labour is a reve-
lution of profound sienificance and lar-reaching in-
[luence — politically. ideologically and eccnomically —
a revolution which must be carried through to the end.
il the socialist revolution on all fronts is to be brought
forward to its conclusion.

U.S. Presidential Election: A Farce

by OBSERVER

Following is a translation of the commentary “Look
at the Farcical U.S. Presidential Election” which ap-
peared in the September 3 “Renmin Ribao.” Subheads

are ours. — Ed.

HE curtain has gone up on the U.S. presidential

election campaign which takes place once every four
years. At their recent conventions the Democratic and
Republican Parties each nominated their presidential
and vice-presidential candidates and announced their
party platforms. The next stage in this farce will be
dominated by Johnson and Goldwater, the two leading
actors.

Caught in a Vise

The current campaign for the presidency is taking
place at a time when the ruling groups within the Unit-
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ed States are caughi in a vise of difficulties both al
home and abroad. During the four vears of s rule.
the Government. under the Democratic Party. has been
severely thumped domestically and internationally. In
the more than nine months since he assumed office.
Johnsen, far from [aring any better, has golten himsell
deeper in the mirve.

In its domestic policies. the Johnson Administra-
lion enacted the fraudulent “Civil Rights Law™ but
lailed to take the edge off the American Negro move-
ment against racial discrimination. The Negro people’s
light for equality and frecdom has developed with added
vitality. The Administration’s sc-called measures for
tax reduction have not been able to cure the seriously
ailing  American economy. Many U.S. bourgeois
cconomists have predicted that a grave economic
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recession may be around the corner. The much vaunted
“war on poverty” is a pure fraud which can in no way
assuage the sharp class contradictions.

In foreign policy, the Johnson Administration has
committed a great variety of crimes. such as massacring
the Panamanian people, subverting the legitimale
Brazilian Government, stepping up provocations against
Cuba. directly suppressing the Congolese (L) people’s
patriotic struggle, conducting open armed aggression
against Laos and even launching a surprise attack on
the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam under a fabricated
pretext. However, all these have not only failed to
save U.S. imperialism from defeats in pushing its
policies of aggression and war, but have [urther ex-
posed its vicious features before the world’s people
and landed it in unprecedented isolation. Internally.
public anger is seething: externally, anti-U.S. feelings
are ever mounting. Confronted with these numerous
difficulties. the U.S. monopoly capital groups, despite
the innumerable efforts they have made. have failed
to prevent the drastic aggravation of their internal
contradictions. As a result, phenomena rarely found
in the past have already taken place in the current
election campaign.

The U.S. presidential election is a fraud used by
monopoly capital (o deceive the American people.
Lenin hit the nail on the head when he said halfl a
century ago: “The people have been deceived and di-
verted from their vital interests by means of spectacu-
lar and meaningless duels between the two bourgeois
parties.”

The current election campaign is no exception.
The Democratic and Republican Parties are playing
opposing roles and very earnestly at that. The pro-
tagonists — Johnsen and Goldwater, the two presiden-
tial candidates — wear different make-up and have
publicly proclaimed their platforms in vastly dilferent
tones. The Republican Party platform makes no bones
in its counter-revolutionary clamour about a *‘cold war
offensive on all fronts,” while the Democratic Party
continues 1o resort to underhand counter-revolution-
ary dual tactics. using the word “peace” many times
in its platform and making a show of a so-called
“sense ol reality”™ and “responsibility” required “in the
search for peace.” U.S. propaganda tries hard to pre-
sent Johnson as the representative of thcse who are
“sensible,” and Goldwater as the embodiment of “‘ex-
tremism.” It claims that the Democratic platform
“contrasts sharply” with the Republican. Thus, it
tries to create the impression that the Democratic and
Republican Parties pursue two entirely different pol-
icies.

Modern Revisionists’ Ludicrous View

Extremely ludicrous is the sight of the modern
revisionist clique dancing to the tune of the U.S.
propaganda machine. It chants that the Republican
platform is “the most reactionary, militant and adven-
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turous in American history,” while hailing the Demo-
cratic platform for its “sober ideas reflecting a
realistic assessment of the present-day balance of
world forces”™ and for showing “a concern in the
ensurance of peace.” In its opinion. the world would
be blessed with peace if Lyndon Johnson is re-elected,
while it would be cursed with doom if Goldwater
comes Lo power.

The ravings of the sabre-raitling Goldwater have
filled the modern revisionists with the fear that once
in power, this barefaced “knight of the cold war”
would impede their further efforts to compromise with
and capitulate to U.S. imperialism and disturb their
fond dreams of U.S.-Soviet co-operation for world
domination. They. therefore. pile their stakes on
Johnson. They try by every possible means to give
Johnson a helping hand in his election campaign at
the expense of the fundamental interests of the people
of the world. They pray that the Democratic Party
will remain in power. Such opportunist and capitula-
tionist ideas and practices are ridiculous in the
exireme.

Anyone with a rudimentary knowledge of politics
knows that power in the United States is concentrated
in the hands of the monopolies. They map out the
country’s domestic and foreign policies. Both the
Democratic Party and the Republican Party are mere
tools in the hands of the monopolies. Of course. there
are sharpening contradictions among the different
groups of monopoly capital. Despite their dog-fight,
however. they are in perfect agreement in the funda-
mental policies of intensifying their exploitation and
enslavement of the people at home and seeking to
dominate the world. The U.S. Administration. whether
Democratic or Republican, and the U.S. President, be
it Johnson or Goldwater. can only execute the set policy
of the U.S. monopolies. The U.S. imperialist policy. if
traced to its roots. is not determined by this or that
party, this or that president.

Platforms of Desperate Struggle

Those who judge things for what they really are
and not for what they seem to be, will easily see that
the Democratic and Republican platforms are both
designed {o help the desperate effort to reverse the
worsening situation facing U.S. imperialism.

Firstly, both platforms call for the continued in-
tensification of the general arms drive and the prep-
aration for all kinds of war. The Democratic Party
pledges to “continue the overwhelming supremacy of
our [US.] strategic nuclear forces,” “strengthen fur-
ther our forces . . . for fighting subversion” and “main-
tain the world’s largest research and development
effort . . . to ensure continued American leadership in
weapons system and equipment.” On ils part, the Re-
publican Party advocates the need (o “maintain a
superior [to that of the socialist countries], not merely
equal, military capability . . . a capability of balanced
force, superior in all its arms.”
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Secondly. while actively preparing for a full-scale
war, both platforms call for the employment of dif-
[erent means of subversion. sabotage and aggression
against the socialist countries with a view to restoring
c¢apitalism. = The Democratic Parly announces that it
will “hasten the day” when “captive pcoples living
under communism”™ will *“achieve full freedom and
self-determination.” The Republican Party pounds
away at following “a course leading to eventual libera-
tion of the communist-dominated nations of Eastern
Europe, Asia and Lalin America. . . .”

Thirdly, both platforms advocate the unserupu-
lous suppression of the national-liberation movement
in Asia, Africa and Latin America and the intensifica-
tion of political, economic and military infiltration of
the newly independent countries so as to seize the
first intermediate  zone. The Democratic Party
emphasizes the need to “help” the Asian. African and
Latin American countries “create conditions in which
freedom and independence can [lourish.” “support our
[U.S.] friends in and around the rim of the Pacific,”
and “pledge unflagging devotion to our [U.S.] com-
mitments (o freedom from Berlin to south Viet Nam.”
The Republican Party raises a hue and cry about deal-
ing with “all Communists now supporting or planning
to support guerrilla and subversive activities,” moving
“docisively to assure victory in south Viet Nam.” and
seeing “that none of the foreign aid programmes bolster
and sustain anti-American regimes.”

Fourthly. both platforms want to fortify the U.S.
position of aggression by putting the second inter-
mediate zone embracing North America, Western
Europe and Oceania under firm control. The Dem-
ocratic Party stands for strengthening the “partner-
ship™ between the United States and its West European
allies and “building always more lirmly on the sure
foundation of the NATO Treaty.” The Republican
Party advocates the need to “revitalise” the North
Atlantic alliance and return other military bloes to
“the forefront of [U.S.] foreign policy planning.”

Fifthly. both platforms leave no stone unturned
in trying to dampen the American Negroes™ struggle
for equality. While the Democratic Party siresses the
“fair and elfective enforcement . . . of the civil rights
law.” in reality it means continuing the Johnson
Administration’s violent suppression of the Negroes
under the smokescreen of “maintaining the rule of
law.” The Republican Party also promises *“faithful
execution” of the law but asks in fact that local racists
be allowed to persecute the Negroes more wantonly
than before.

In short. the basic policies advocated in the plat-
forms of the Democratic and Republican Parties are
identical. Both are expressions of the desperate strug-
gle of US. imperialism approaching its end. They
show that Washington will intensify its repression of
the American people and continue to push its policies
of aggression and war so as to realize the objective of
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its glebal strategy for world domination — establishing
an unprecedentedly big empire by tightening control
over the imperialist camp, stamping out the national-
liberation movement in Asia, Africa and Latin Ameri-
ca. and disintegrating and eliminating the socialist
camp.

“Trial Balloon”

Of course, it does not follow that the unusual
phenomenon in which the Republican Party’s presiden-
tial candidate Goldwater has been cast in the villain’s
role is not worth attention. On the contrary, one must
attach importance to this because it truly reflects a
trend of the U.S. monopoly capital groups in their
present desperate situation. It is not groundless for
a number of U.S. journals to regard Goldwater’s
run for the presidency as a “trial balloon” sent
up by U.S. monopoly capital. As early as May
last year when Kennedy was alive, the well-known
U.S. columnist Walter Lippmann revealed the intention
of U.S. Big Business. He wrote: “It would be just as
well to try it out once and let Kennedy and Gold-
water . . . fight it out and see what the couniry
wants.” To put it more plainly, U.S. monopoly groups
are purposely creating an atmosphere to impel the
US. Government to follow reckless and reactionary
domestic and foreign policies in a more undisguised
fashion. LF. Stone’s Weekly, a U.S. journal, recently
pointed out that even if Goldwater failed in the elec-
tion. he would still exercise influence on the domestic
and [oreign policies of the United States and make
the Johnson Administration “turn to the right.” It is
thus clear that Johnson and Goldwater are both in-
dispensable characters in the farce.

But nothing will help extricate the U.S. ruling
groups Ifrom their increasingly difficult situation, or
assist in their death-bed struggle. This is so no matier
what deception the U.S. monopely bourgeoisic may
practise in the current presidential election farce,
whatever wild war cries Goldwater may shriek. what-
ever deceitful peace tunes Johnsen may sing, or who-
ever is evenlually elected. Rotting day by dayv. U.S.
imperialism is having tougher and {ougher going.

The farce of the U.S. election campaign once
more exposes the vicious nature of the domestic and
external policies of U.S. imperialism. This farce
enables the American people and the peace-loving peo-
ple the world over to realize more clearly than cver
that the aggressive nature of U.S. imperialism will
never change and the revisionists’ claim that the
monopoly capitalists now in power in the United
States are ‘“sensible” is an obvious fallacy designed to
serve U.S. imperialism. Consequently, the people will
cast off their illusions and rally more closely together
to fight unrelentingly against the U.S. imperialist
policies of aggression and war and completely defeat
its vicious plan for world domination and enslavement
of mankind.
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A Criminal Political Bargain

Following is the translation of an article by “Ren-
min Ribao’s” Commentator published on September 8
under the title, “Oppose This Criminal Political Deal!”
— Ed.

ONN politicians and propagandists have recently
been clamouring for the “peaceful” elimination of
the German Democratic Republic and
svslem.

its  socialist
They call for “German reunification without
the participation of Communists from central Germany.”
They openly advecate a “deal with the Soviet Union™
to buy the German Democratic Republic for a certain
price. This is a plot that descrves close watching.

The West German revanchists have always dreamt
of annexing the G.D.R. With the backing of U.S. im-
perialism, the ruling circles in Bonn have, over a long
period. cenergelically revived milifarism and increased
their military power in the hope of annexing the
G.D.R. by force and rebuilding the German cmpire.
While busily working out plans [or military adventures,
they have recently been doing their utmost to isolate
the G.D.R. and prepare the dirty deal of “buying the
G.D.R. from the Soviet Union™ in order to achieve their
aim of “reunifying” Germany “in [reedom.”

What makes the Bonn revanchists so bold as to
push openly such an insolent plan of “buying” the
G.D.R.? And what makes them regard the G.D.R. as
something put on sale by certain persons? Can it be
that they have received some tacit approval or hints
M'om those who recently sang the praises of the West
German militarists?  But in so doing, these people are
reckoning without their host. They should know that

Cap in Hand to Bonn

the days of Munich are gone [lor good. Neues
Deutschland put it well when it wrote, “As for the
price offered to the Soviet Union, it is of course easy 1o
give away things which one does not possess and can
never obtain.” The paper added. “No bargain can ever
be struck by offering such prices, even in the ‘free
market economy.””’

The German Democratic Republic is a state of the
German people themselves and a member of the great
socialist community. It is not to be sold or bought by
anvone. As Albert Norden. Member of the Political
Bureau of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity
Party of Germany. has declared. “It is impossible to
annex the G.D.R. or buy it from any other socialist
country.” The destiny of Germany is in the hands
of the German people. The G.D.R. cannot be bypassed
in secking a settlement of the German question.  Those
who want to treat the G.D.R. as a picee of merchandise
and sirike a political bargain at its expense will never
succeed.

The Chinese people have all along supporied the
people ol the G.D.R. in their just struggle against U.S.
imperialist policies of aggression and war, against West
German militarism and revanchism, and for the con-
clusion of a German peace trealy and the settlement
ol the West Berlin question on that basis, We lirmly
support the G.D.R. people’s righteous stand in sale-
guarding their country's sovereignty, and resolulely
oppose the West German militarists’ aggressive scheme
to annex the G.D.R. and all eriminal designs to buy or
sell out that country.

Another Deal in the Making

by OUR CORRESPONDENT

N official Bonn announcement on September 3 con-
firmed that N. Khrushchov will visit West Germany
for political talks with Chancellor Ludwig Erhard.

As was reported earlier, the Khrushchov trip was
arranged by Alexei Adzhubei. the Soviet leader’s son-
in-law and editor-in-chiel of lzvestia, during his visit
to Bonn last July. The West German news agency DPA
had then reported that Erhard’s condition for the Bonn-
Moscow parley was that there should be no restriction
on the range of subjects to be discussed, the German
and Berlin questions not excepted.

Reporting on Washinglon’s reaction to the Sep-
tember 3 announcement. AP said that U.S. officials wore
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“pleased™ with the proposed visit, considering it a “new
indication”™ that the Soviel leader was determined 1o
stick to his course of “peacelul coexistence.” UPI
(September 4) also quoted “informed sources™ in Bonn
as saying that the West German leaders were prepared
to offer Khrushchov “large trading credits.” in return
for Soviet “political concessions”™ which would have “to
include a reorganization of the Communist regime in
East Germany.” It added that some West Germans saw
“a ray of hope” for such a Soviet concession in the [act
that the Foreign Minister of the German Democratic
Republic did not participate in the recent Prague meet-
ing. Khrushchov. it was reported. had there discussed
the German question with the Czechoslovak President
and the Polish, Hungarian and Bulgarian Foreign
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Recent G.D.R. Statements on the Plot

T a State Council meeting on June 24, Walter

Ulbricht stated that Erhard was only willing to
establish with the People’s Democracies those rela-
tions which would permit Bonn to maintain its
revanchist demands.  “Mr. Erhard is ready to im-
prove relations with the Soviet Union too, provided
the latter is prepared to yield to the imperialist-
revanchist demands of the federal government.,” he
said,

The G.D.R. Foreign Ministry in a memorandum {o
the governments of various countries on August 3
stated that “the establishment of normal relations by
a  third nation with the two Germanys mayv be
conducive™ to the settlement of the question of
German  unification, but  “the establishment of a
unified Germany is entirely within the jurisdiction
of the two Germanys.”

In an editorial entitled “The Erroneous Way That
Would Lead to Another Prewar Period,” Neues

Deutschland (August 9) accused West German
politicians of secking to make a deal with the Soviet
Union and “peacefully” climinate the GDR. “If a
certain person should . .. open the door to the
burglar who had once broken into his own house and
caused the most serious damage, can this be called
sensible?” it asked. A way ol “scttling the German
question by bypassing or delyving the G.D.R.
simply doesn’t exist,” it declared.

DTS

On August 13, the same paper pointed out
editorially that those who sought to “isolaic,” “buy”
or “break through a certain back door into” the
G.D.R. “fail to realize this important point, namely,
the national question can never be solved in the
absence of the G.D.R Tt said: It is imperative at
present to conclude peace treaties with the two
Germanys if a system of enduring peace is to be
established in the whole of Germany.”

Ministers, and in the absence of the G.D.R. leaders
who were not invited to take part.

If the U.S. news agencies were hopeful, DPA was
jubilant.  “Politicians in Bonn.” it reported on Secp-
tember 3, “were speculating teday what Khrushcehov
may bring with him since he is not likely to come with
completely emply hands.”

This of course is not the [lirst time Bonn has beren
talking about striking a deal with Khrushchov, Since
becoming Chancellor in October last year, Erhard has
more than once indicaled that he did not believe the
Soviet attitude towards the German and Berlin ques-
tions “will remain unchanged for ever.” West Germany,
he once said. was willing to pay a high price for “re-
unification.” adding. “We will not [linch from great
material sacrifices.” In an interview with the U.S.
News and World Report published on June 8. Erhard
spelt out his terms for Soviel political capitulation. “We
are ready to conclude a trade treaty [with the Soviet
Union]. 1 can only repeat we would not shun sacrifices,
il by economic means we could improve the lot of the
German people in the Soviet occupation zone. or could
move a slep towards reunilication and sell-determina-
tion,” he said. These cant phrases are a cover for EKr-
hard’s desire to wipe out all the gains of socialism in
the G.D.R. and restore capitalism there.

Revealingly enough, it is none other than Adzhubei
who has lately been zestfully spreading the idea that
the West German ruling circles have now become
“realistic.” In the series of articles published in
Izvestia (August 8. 10, 13 and 15) alter his return from
Bonn, Adzhubei described Erhard as a “person one can
talk with.” He also expressed his admiration [or Franz-
Josel Strauss, saying that he has abandoned the idea
of “wiping the Soviet Union off the map.” According 1o
Adzhubei, the directors of the Ruhr’s biggest metal-
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lurgical concern now show a “realistic spirit” towards
relations with the Soviet Union and “West Germans
of different political. social and economic standing now
have or are beginning to have a more sensible view”
of the world.

In sharp contrast to this “Bonn-has-changed”
theme, the leaders of the German Democeratic Republic
have stressed that the present West German regime
remains militarist and revanchist, that “both the present
West German Chancellor Erhard and former Chancellor
Adenauer are revanchists,” and that Strauss is a “most
aggressive extremist.”

For example, the Chairman ol the State Council
of the G.D.R. Walter Ulbricht declared at a mass rally
in Moscow on June 12: “Many people at home and
abroad had hoped that Erhard’s new government would
follow a policy ol peace, reason and goodwill.” How-
ever, he added, “the course of events proves that such
hopes are wrong,” and “the Erhard government has not
brought any essential change in  the aggressive
revanchist policy of West German imperialism.”

Recently. Ulbricht has been even more outspoken
against any double-crossing deal with Bonn. In a speech
on the 25th anniversary of the outbreak of World
War 11 and 50th anniversary of World War 1. he
told the 7th session of the G.D.R. People's Chamber:
“The German question cannot be settled in the absence
of or in opposition to the German Democratic Republic.
nor can it be settled by other countries.” If the Western
powers and other anti-Hitler allies, he declared. instead
of maintaining normal relations with the G.D.R.. sup-
ported the revanchist policy of West Germany. vielded
to its pressure and discriminated against peaceful
Germany and ils citizens, they would be going against
not only the interests of peace but also their own com-
mitments.
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A Flourishing Theatre to Serve the
Socialist Economic Base

by KO CHING-SHIH

Following is the second, and concluding, instalment
of a translation of the speech made by Ko Ching-shih
in Shanghai at the East China Modern Drama Festival
which lasted from late 1963 to early 1964. It was
published in “Hongqi” (No. 15, August 15) with some
revisions and additions by the author under the title
“Energetically Develop and Foster a Socialist Theatre
the Better to Serve the Socialist Economic Base.” Ko
Ching-shil is a Member of the Political Bureau of the
Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party
and the First Secretary of the Ceniral Committee's
Eust China Bureau. The first instalment appeared in
issue No. 35. Boldface emphases are ours. — Fd.

Our Socialist Era Will Surely Produce More and
Better Dramatic Works of High Ideological and
Artistic Standards

Our socialist theatre will attain unprecedented new
heights both in political content and in artistic quality.
This is historically inevitable as it is the demand of
our times.

From the criterion of socialist theatre, what after
all should be counted a good play? In his Talks at
the Yenan Forum on Literature and Art, Comrade Mao
Tse-tung said: “In literary and art criticism. there
are two criteria: the political and the artistic.”" And
he added: *“Politics cannot be equated with art. nor
can a general world outlook be equated with a method
of artistic creation and criticism., We deny not only
that there is an abstract and absolutely unchangeable
political criterion, but also that there is an abstract
and absclutely unchangeable artistic criterion; each
class in every class society has its own political and
artistic criteria. Bul all classes in all class societies
invariably put the political crilerion first and the artistic
criterion second. . . . What we demand is the unily
of politics and art, the unity of content and form, the
unity of revolutionary polilical content and the highest
possible perfection of artistic form. Works of art
which lack artistic quality have no force, no matter
how progressive they are politically.”!! In this passage

10 Mao Tse-tung, Talks at the Yenan Forum on Litera-
ture and Art, Foreign Languages Press, Peking, 1962, p. 29.
11 ibid., pp. 30-31.
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Comrade Mao Tse-tung has most clearly elucidated why
the political eriterion should come first and artistic cri-
terion second and what are the dialectical relations be-
tween political and artistic criteria. We must
examine and evaluate all works of art and literature
according to this standard. The proletariat must put
forward even more clear-cut demands regarding the
political criterion. Proletarian dramatic art must strive
for “the unity of revolutionary political content and
the highest possible perfection of artistic form.” In
accordance with the specific conditions of the Way of
Resistance Against Japancse Aggression. Comrade Mao
Tse-tung laid down in concrete terms that in regard
to the political criterion “evervthing is good that is
helpful to unity and resistance to Japan, that encourages
the masses to be of one heart and one mind, that op-
poses retrogression and promotes progress: on the other
hand, everything is bad that is detrimental to unily
and resistance to Japan, foments dissension and discord
among the masses and opposes progress and drags peo-
ple back.”? In the socialist period, Comrade Mao Tse-
tung has also laid down six political criteria in his
work On the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among
the People. Among the six, fwo are most basic— to
be helpful to socialist transformation and socialist con-
struction and to be helpful to the consolidation of the
leadership of the Communist Party. These six criteria
constitute the political standard by which we judge
today whether a play is good or bad.

As regards artistic slandards, Comrade Mao Tse-
tung pointed out: “All works of a higher artistic quality
are good or comparatively good, while those of a lower
artistic quality ave bad or comparatively bad. Here,
too, ol course, social effect must be taken into account.
There is hardly a wriler or artist who does not consider
his own work beautiful, and our criticism ought to per-
mit the free competition of all varieties of works of art;
but it is also entirely necessary to subject these works
to correct criticism according to the criteria of the
science of art, so that art of a lower level can be gradu-
ally raised to a higher level and art which does not
meet the demands of the struggle of the broad masses
can be transformed into art that does.”!® Comrade Mao
Tse-tung did not consider the question of art of a high
or low level, or good or bad art, as being something

12 jbid., p. 29.
13 jbid., p. 30.
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abstract and leave things in a void. Time and again he
has emphasized that proletarian art must meet the de-
mands of the struggle of the masses and serve prole-
tarian politics better. He has always maintained that
a struggle on two fronts must be waged on questions
of art and literature, that is to say. a struggle both to
oppose the tendency to produce works of art with
wrong political viewpoinis and the tendency towards
“the poster and slogan style” which is correct in polit-
ical approach but lacking in artistic power.

Fine works of art are created under certain social and
historical conditions: they are not created entirely ac-
cording (o the subjective will of individuals. All good
works of art and good artists are products of their
times. In our couniry, which is in the midst of the
socialist revolution and socialist construction, we have
the Marxist-Leninist leadership of the Party’s Central
Committee and Comrade Mao Tse-tung; our revolu-
tionary banners are held high and are clear for all to
see: the people are keen and enthusiastic in the cause
they fight for: the cause of socialism is forging ahcad
vigorously and the face ol our society is changing from
day to day. from month to month — such a rich, colour-
ful and vivid life as we lead today is in every respect un-
known to the people of ancient times. On this basis,
there have inevitably emerged a number of good, revolu-
tionary writers who produce very good works that are
fine in political content and are of high artistic value.
This is determined by the times. If a particular writer
does not write such books, someone else will; if he fails
to produce a fine piece of work, someone else will;
and il one piece of work is not so good, then another
will be. Today, in imperialist and capitalist countries,
because capitalism has decayed and is in its decline, it
is impossible for the men of letters who persist in
their reactionary, bourgecois stand and viewpoint to
create good works: they can only produce works which
reflect bourgeois ideology and the sick bourgeois way
of life. In countries where revisionism is in power,
where the revisionists, while not making revolution
themselves. do not allow others to make revolution,
the revisionist writers, who are anti-Marxist-Leninist,
too, can only produce works that are decadent, lan-
guishing, empty and reactionary, works that demoralize
readers and pave the way for the restoration of capi-
talism.

Of course, the existence of a rich and colourful
social life is only the objective condition under which
fine works may be produced. Writers must exert sub-
jeclive efforts to produce fine works: without such ef-
forts, without painstaking work, fine works will still
not be produced. The production of a fine work of
art is a process of arduous, creative work, a process in
which our writers go deep into life, familiarize them-
selves with it, and steadily elevate their ideological and
artistic levels. A play, in particular. if it is to win
popularity among the broad masses. if it is to become
a [ine play liked by the masses, must be continuously
revised. polished and improved to perfection by ab-
sorbing the opinions of the audience on a wide scale
during the course of staging.
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All the items presented at the East China Modern
Drama Festival have been repeatedly revised and
polished, and they will continue to bé revised, polished
and perfected to-form a permanent part of our reper-
toire.  Some people, however, in dealing with certain
roughnesses in socialist plays — roughnesses which are
inevitable at the start as in the case of anything new
—instead of taking an attitude of giving warm sup-
port and positive help. go in for fault-finding and mak-
ing difficulties, nagging and pointing an accusing
[inger. leaving the strong impression that they are con-
cenlrating attacks on one flaw while ignoring other
goed qualities. Their attitude is actually one of saying
“no” to plays on revolutionary, contemporary themes.
Obviously, this is an incorrect attitude. Can plays on
contemporary themes be criticized? Yes. they can be
criticized. Not only that. criticism is indispensable for
making plays on contemporary themes a success. But
what is needed is constructive, well-intentioned criti-
cism, not ill-intentioned, destructive criticism. As long
as the attitude in eriticizing is right. there is no need
to worry even if the criticism itself is wrong. We
admit that not a few plays with contemporary themes
are very rough and need to be improved. This is
something we must altend to in real earnest if we
are to develop our socialist theatre and make it flourish.
We are also firmly opposed to stereotyped plays written
to a formula and produced in a hurry because they com-
promise the reputation of socialist plays and are not
welcomed by the masses. Ilere. one point must be made
quite clear: the elevation we are relerring to is elevation
on the basis of popularization. elevation in the direction
of serving the workers. peasanis and soldiers. of serving
socialism, not the kind of “elevation™ that is divorced
from the workers, peasants and soldiers, not the kind of
“elevation” thal runs counter to the line of serving the
workers, peasanis and soldiers, of serving socialism.

Our theatrical workers must thoroughly remould
their ideology and permanently go deep into the life
of the workers, peasants and soldiers if they wish to
wrile and stage more and better socialist plays. Why
are there people who fail to produce anything in spite
of the rich, colourful, vivid living reality they are laced
with? The main reason is that theyv have not solved
these two fundamental problems or have not done so
well.  Why are there people who are keen on promoting
and writing capilalist, feudal plays but are lukewarm
in promoting and writing socialist plays? Why are there
some actors or actresses who very mueh regret not
having played a role in a loreign classic play, but who
do not feel sorry because they have not acted in plays
reflecting the real life and struggles of today? This
shows that something is wrong with their stand and
attitude. something is wrong with their thinking and
sentiments, and that capitalist, feudal ideas must have
a very strong influence on them. People with different
sentiments and different ways of thinking have different
likes and dislikes. If someone does not remould his
ideology but lets old ideas clog his mind. then, it is as
if he has a cold, is colour blind and deaf: he cannot
properly smell, see, or hear the many new things that
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exist, nor will he“be able to writé plays depicting the
new men, new things, new thoughts. new social habits
of socialism, nor 'will he be able to stage them well.
Some of our thedtrical workers, like miny comrades
in other professions. have not really gone deep into life,

into the struggle. and hold aloof [rom the masses and’

reality. So it is reallv the old things and not new
things. or only new things in the abstract, and not new
things in the concrete, that occupy their minds. If this
is s0. it is impossible for them to remould themszlves
successlully or produce good works of arl. no malter
how resolved they are to do so. Therefore, we must
go deep among the masses, into the heat of the struggle,
only thus can we change our stand, attitude, ideas and
feelings thoroughly and completely break away from
the survivals of capitalism and feudalism. By doing
this, an artist becomes mentally more active, widens his
field of vision and broadens his knowledge; in this way
he will lind many subjects for his writing and be con-
fident that he can produce good works of art. “China's
vevolutionary writers and artists, writers and artists of
promise.” says Comrade Mao Tse-tung, “mustl go among
the masses: they must for a long period of time unve-
servedly and wholeheartedly go among the masses of
workers, peasants and soldiers. go into the heat of the
struggle. go to the only source. the broadest and richest
source, in order to observe, experience. studv and ana-
lyse all the different kinds of people. all the classes. all
the masses. all the vivid patterns of life and struggle.
all the raw malterials of literature and art. Only then
can they proceed to creative work.”™ All of us theat-
vical workers must act in accordance with this instrue-
tion given us by Comrade Mao Tse-tung.

To produce more and better socialist plavs our
theatrical workers must also be courageous enough to
hreak away wholly from all out-moded artistic concepts:
they must be daring in shattering the artistic confines
ol the capitalist and feudal classes. So as to reflect fully
the rich. colourful and vivid life of the era of socialism.
to give profound expression to the thoughts and feelings
of the workers, peasants and soldiers in this era and
create lively images ol the advanced people of this era.
it is necessary {o shatter the restrictions of the banal
art. that does not cater to present-day needs. Some of
our theairical workers, long under the influence of
artistic concepts of the capitalist and feudal classes,
often confine themsclves within certain set frames of
artistic creation and failing to get oul of these [rames.
have become a conservative lorce acling agains! the
renewal of art. Marx and Engels said in the Communist
Manifesto:  “The communist revolution is the most
radical rupture with traditional property relations: no
wonder that its development involves the most radical
rupture with traditional ideas.”" If we are to develop
socialist plays and carry out theatrical reform, we must
most resolutely make a break with the political and

Hibid. n. 19

B Marx and Engels. “Manifesto of the Communist
Party,” Selected Works, 1.1..P.H., Moscow. 1958. Vol. I. p. 53.
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artistic ideas of the capitalist and feudal classes handed
down from the past and truly build up the political
and artistic ideas of the proletariat.

This. of course, should not be understood as a re-
jection of the fine artistic and literary heritage of the
past. both Chinese and foreign. We should take over
from that heritage all that is good, be it Chinese or
foreign.  The point is that a correct attitude should be
adopted in so doing. We are not nihilists towards his-
tory, nor do we prostrate ourselves before the heritage
ol the past. Our attitude towards that heritage is lo
tuke it over in a critical way. Only so can we create
com:pletely new things that are our own. Lenin said:
“Marxism has won itsell its world historic significance
as the ideology of the revolutionary proletariat because
it has by no means discarded the most valuable con-
quests of the epoch of the bourgeoisie, but, on the con-
trary. mastered and worked over all that was valuable
in more than two thousand years of development of
human thought and culture. Only further work on this
basis and in this same direction. inspired by the prac-
tical experience of the dictatorship of the proletarial, as
the last stage of its struggle against all exploitation,
can be acknowledged as the development of a truly
proletarian - culture.™®  Comrade Mao  Tse-lung  also
poinied  out: . . we  can  benefit  only il we
treat these foreign materials as we do our food,
which should be chewed in the mouth. submitted
to the working of the stomach and intestines.
mixed with saliva, gastric juices and intestinal secre-
tions, and then separated into nutriment (o be absorbed
and waste matler to be discarded: we should never
swallow anything whole or absorb it unecritically”!7
He further said:  “We musl take over all the fine things
in our literary and artistic heritage. critically assimilate
whatever is beneficial, and use them as examples when
we create works out of the literary and artistic raw
malerials in the life of the people in our own time and
place. . . . But taking over legacies and using them as
examples must never replace our own creative work:
nothing can do that.™" That is to say. we should
criticallv take over fine literary legacies, and do so for
the purpose of using them as examples when we create
works out of the actual life and struggles of the socialist
era: we should not swallow anything raw or accept it
indiscriminately in toto, still less should we use it to
replace our own creative work. It should be admitted
that the histories ol China and other lands know many
fine literary and artistic works such as those of the
18th and 19th centuries which. by exposing the evils
of feudalism and capitalism. acquired significance [or
their historical times. But we must be aware that

16 VI. Lenin, “On Proletarian Culture” [written in 1920],
Collected Works. 4th Russian ed., Moscow, Vol. 31, p. 202,

17 Mao Tse-tung, On New Democracy. Foreign Languages
Press, Peking, 1960, p. 75.

18 Mo Tse-tung. Talks at the Yenan Forum on Litera-
ture and Art, p. 19
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these are legacies from the eras of feudalism and capi-

talism and that in their basic ideas they propagate the
ideology of the feudal classes including their concepts
of morality as well as the individualism, democracy and
humanism of the bourgeoisie. All these are diametri-
cally opposed to the socialist ideology of the proletariat
and we must effect a most radical and thoroughgoing
rupture with them. We should critically analyse the
whole literary and artistic heritage. the theatre included,
and the greater their influence, the more exhaustively
we should criticize them. Only in this way can they be
made useful to socialism and the people ol today. How-
ever, some of our people have praised the literary and
artistic works of the 18th and 19th centuries to the
skies, and prostrated themselves before them. They
don’t want o analyse and criticize them. Such a blind
cult of this heritage means, in practice, to propagate
f[eudal and capitalist ideas under the pretext of taking
over the heritage of the past.

Insofar as artistic forms are concerned. some fine
classical works of literature and art have their vaique
features, and the traditional theatrical arts. too, have a
set of stage conventions evolved over a long period ol
time. Under appropriate circumstances it is both nec-
essary and possible —after efforts are made —to uti-
lize and reform thesc old forms in order to express a
new content. Bul form and content are closely inter-
related; a new content always requires a new form of
expression. Old forms utilized and reformed to carry
a new content are no longer purely old forms: in a
certain sense and for all practical purposes they can be
described as a kind of new form. The conventions of
traditional plays are suited to the portrayal of the an-
cients, Without proper reform they cannot satisfact-
orily depict the new people of today. To portray the
workers, peasants and soldiers of loday on the  stage
requires the introduction of their images. their language,
manners and actions, that is, the introduction of new
forms of expression which can hardly be found in the
artistic and literary works or the theatrical arts of the
past. After all, when portraying heroes [rom among
the masses of workers, peasants and soldiers on the
slage we cannot present their language. actions. style.
ele.. in such a way that they take on airs and graces
and become affecled and ostentatious like the feudal
and capitalist classes! A change of content necessarily
demands a break-through in the forms ol expression.
Certain artistic skills taken over from the past can.
when conscientiously reformed, be used to portray our
contemporaries: this 1s an aspect ol things which we
should not overlook. The main aspect, however, should
be the extraction [rom actual life ol artistic forms suited
to the portrayal of our contemporaries. The images,
language, manners and actions of workers, peasants and
soldiers can, when drawn from actual life and artisti-
cally refined and polished, become very good and beauti-
ful artistic forms. This means that theatrical workers
will eventually find new forms suited to the representa-
tion of socialist life as a result of integrating themselves
more closely with the masses of workers, peasants and
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soldiers, through extensive artistic practice in staging
plays and operas on contemporary themes depicting
these masses and through a process of prolonged ex-
ploration and accumulation of experience. These new
forms will inevitably have a more strongly marked na-
tional and mass character. Some of our people, how-
ever, are overawed by the present boundaries of their
art and dare not go one sitep bevond those boundaries.
They lack the courage to make a break-through and
introduce innovations. What they have been engaged
in is merely uncritical transplanting and copying. Com-
rade Mao Tse-tung already cautioned us a long time
ago: “Uncritical transplantation or copying from the
ancients and the foreigners is the most sterile and harm-
ful dogmatism in literature and art.”™* 1In all our theat-
rical arts, with regard to both their form and content,
we should weed through the old to let the new emerge
— weed out the old, i.e., feudalism and capitalism, and
let the new, i.e., socialism and communism, emerge. Fail-
ing this, these arts will not only disqualify themselves
politically, but will stop growing artistically: in the
end they will inevitably be swept aside by the times and
discarded by the masses.

All in all, we must believe that there is no ancient
whose - attainments cannot be excelled and that those
who come after are capable of making ever greater
achievements. We should not be complacent with re-
gard to whatever has been left us: we should not eulogize
the old and disparage the present: we should not blindly
believe in the past. This applies to the sciences as well
as to the theatrical arts. and. indeed. to every branch ol
our activities. However, this by no means significs that
we shall not encounter dilliculties as we advance, and
that the growth of our socialist theatre will all be plain
sailing. The building of our socialist theatrical arts will
be a protracted and arduous task. Cur socialist theatre
will have to go through a process ol developing and
perfecling itself. Both [leudal and capitalist cultures
and arts came into being and grew up over a long period
ol time. China's feudal culture and arts had a history
ol vicissitudes lasting for several thousand years. The
development of capitalist culture and arts in the West-
ern European countries. with the “Renaissance™ as its
inception, also took several hundred yvears. In ow
country. socialist culture and airts have a short history
ol just 15 years. and our socialist theatrical arts ave
alter all just a budding sprout. The creation of a so-
cialist theatre is in itsell a great and profound revolu-
tion. To put our socialist theatre on a firm basis and
completely edge off from the stage those plays which
disseminate feudal and capitalist poison will require
concerted, protracted and arduous efforts and struggles
on the part of our script writers, directors, actors.
actresses and other theatrical workers. When faced
wilth difficulties, we must not lose heart or fear to forge
ahead. As long as we follow a correct direction. make
unceasing efforts and continuously enhance the ideolog-
ical and artistic level of our socialist theatre, we shall

19 jbid.,, p. 19.
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